
Notes of Ministry - 187 - June 1988

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






CHRIST – THE LEADER

W. Dickson 

Acts 3: 14, 15; 5: 29–32; Hebrews 2: 9, 10; 12: 1, 2 

One was impressed this morning as to how the Lord has made a way for us. The purpose of the gospel is that men and women might make a way for Christ. You do not want to have the sign up, ‘No way here’; have your heart open for the gospel, for the Lord Jesus. I often think of John the Baptist and that message of his at the beginning of his ministry, ‘Make way for Christ’. Hear that man, the voice that he had; he said, ‘Make way for Christ’. John spoke about the hills, the valleys, and the gorges (see Luke 3: 4, 5)—everything had to make way for Christ. That is the preaching tonight, beloved hearers—Make way for Christ; make a way in your heart for Him. 

These scriptures have one thing in common; they speak of the Lord as the Leader. Jesus is the Leader in the way ahead. There is a force, a person in this world (you understand what I mean), and he is leading men to destruction. That is a terrible thing. You never heard of Satan leading a man in the right way, did you? You never heard of him leading a man to glory. O, beloved hearers, do not follow that lead at any time, never follow the lead of Satan. Satan is in the vanguard of apostasy. There are two kinds of apostasy prevalent in the world, there is religious apostasy and there is moral apostasy. There is religious apostasy which would seek to overthrow the very basic doctrines of Christianity, the deity of Christ and His resurrection. 

That is religious apostasy. Then there is moral apostasy which condones every kind of almost unnameable sin, 

departing from the standards that God Himself has set up. Now, beloved hearers, Satan will lead you that way. The book of Proverbs is full of instruction for young persons to watch the path that Satan would lead you on. It has been said time and time again, young people should read the book of Proverbs; they should absorb the instruction there if they want to follow the lead that Christ would give for their blessing. 

Peter here says to these men, “But ye denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man that was a murderer should be granted to you; but the originator of life ye slew”—the note says ‘leader’—‘but the Leader of life ye slew, whom God raised from among the dead’. That brings up the question of man’s responsibility. You can hardly preach a proper gospel without calling attention in some degree to man’s responsibility, and Peter stood with his finger pointing towards the city of refuge. He says, ‘Remember this, you are responsible for the crucifixion of Christ. It was the Originator of life ye slew’. Oh, the blessed Person who brought in life instead of death, happiness instead of sorrow, peace instead of strife; they slew Him. He brought in all for blessing as He is seen in Luke’s gospel in all these wondrous movements of grace. He had piped to them and they had not danced. John the baptist mourned with them, and they had not mourned, and yet the Originator of life, the blessed Man that had opened the door of divine blessing for them, they slew. The responsibility rests on this world today for the way in which Jesus was crucified by wicked hands. Men have very unjust thoughts about God. They even blame God for the sorrow that is in the world. 

What does the scripture say? “But the originator of life ye slew”. Every divine overture, all the blessing that God had in His heart, was available for man, and he rejected it, but God raised Jesus from among the dead and we preach to you tonight a glorious, risen Saviour. 

God’s answer to what men did to Him. 

So in chapter 5 we find Peter and the apostles saying, “God must be obeyed rather than men. 

The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom ye have slain, having hanged on a cross”. 

Now, here is a peculiar expression, “Him has God exalted by his right hand”. God is a Spirit, yet it says, “Him has God exalted by his right hand”. O, beloved, what does it mean? It speaks of all the power of God. God would say to the world that crucified Jesus, crucified His beloved Son, ‘I will exert the power of my right hand; I will demonstrate what I think of Jesus, the Jesus whom you crucified’. Then he says, “as leader and saviour, to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins”. Could I lead you tonight to His precious work, that blood that was shed, that death that He suffered, that way which love devised? It was love that devised the way. The gospel is not just a matter of necessity; love devised the way. 

God said, ‘I want man for my heart’. Oh, the handiwork of God! He wanted that Man, Jesus, back for His pleasure, and God wrought in power to bring Him back. He appointed Him Leader, a great Leader and a Saviour. Beloved hearers, have you your faith in anything else but the work of Christ? Do you say, ‘Well, that is hardly a question in a company like this who have been nurtured as to the facts of the gospel from their infancy’? We want to have deeply embedded in our souls that it was by the work of Christ, and by that work alone, that we have any part in the blessing of the gospel. We are favoured in this circle, but there are thousands of believers who think that their own merits enter into their having a place in the favour of God. But a Leader and a Saviour is to point you the right way. Make way for Christ, the Leader, and His blessed work. 

It says, “to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins”. Somebody asked one of the Lord’s servants—I think it was Mr. Raven—‘Do you think it is possible for a person to know that their sins are forgiven?’ Have you ever asked yourself that 

question? Have you ever asked anybody else that question? Can you, or anybody else, produce proof of sins forgiven? Where is the evidence that my sins are forgiven? Where is the evidence that your sins are forgiven? Up there, that is where it is. God has highly exalted Him. God has accepted His work, the blessed work that He did, and every believer who by a simple act of faith puts his trust in Jesus has the surety of the forgiveness of sins because Christ is there. You enquire, ‘Have I to look inside, into this heart of mine, to see if I am forgiven?’ Do not look there, look up at Jesus, where you will find the assurance that your sins are forgiven. What years of anguish many a soul has passed through wondering if they were saved or not. Why? They were looking inside, instead of looking up there. Look up there; the way is clear. Look up there and you will find Jesus. It says also, “and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him”. You not only look up there, but you receive the Holy Spirit, an indwelling Spirit, to assure you that your sins are forgiven. 

So in Hebrews we find this other thought. It says, “But now we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing”. These were Hebrews, to whom this epistle was written, Jews, and they thought that the special privileges they had had as a nation were still theirs, but Paul writes to them to tell them that Jesus died “for every thing”. Does that not enlarge your heart? 

You pass people of other nations and other races, perhaps a Jew—does pride raise any sense of superiority in your heart? Remember this, that Jesus died for all. He died for the woman of John 4 as well as for Nicodemus of John 3. He died for all. Blessed gospel, is it not, that He died for every thing “by the grace of God”? And then it says, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings “. Beloved hearers, that passage does not refer to glory ahead of us, it is glory now. 

And, “ to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”: that word “perfect” 

means that everything that God had in His heart for men in blessing is now seen in Christ, the Leader of salvation. 

Could I refer to that well-known scripture, the fifteenth of Luke, in connection with this passage? The repentant son says, “How many hired servants of my father’s have abundance of bread make me as one of thy hired servants”, Luke 15: 17–19. Oh, that is not bringing a son to glory, “Make me as one of thy hired servants”. But the father says, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet” (Luke 15: 22)—

that was bringing the son to glory. All these things speak of God’s glorious thoughts, and involve the wonderful privileges of Christianity. Oh the joy of having part with the many sons in the service of God and in the glory that marks that wonderful area where God’s thoughts as to Christ are known amongst His saints. All that belongs to Christ, apart from what relates to His inscrutable Deity, is ours to enjoy. 

You say, ‘That is high truth’. Of course it is high truth, but it is the truth. It is the truth that that returning son was received into his father’s house as if he had never sinned in his life; he was brought to glory. All that the father bestowed was the expression of the thoughts of love that were in his heart. Oh what grace! There is one thing that is desirable for all of us as believers, whether we be young or old, and that is to cultivate a sense of mercy. Even as sitting down at the Supper to partake of it with the brethren, a sense of mercy should be with us. We might still have been in the far country, but God has brought many sons to glory. 

What a salvation!—salvation from judgment, yes, and 

salvation from the world, the flesh, the devil. Salvation too to have eternal life in the enjoyment of God’s own thoughts. What a Leader! you may well say, Follow that Leader! Do not stop short; follow the Leader. Christ, to glory. 

In Hebrews 12 we find again it says, “Let us also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us ...”—surrounding us completely round; the witnesses are completely surrounding us—“laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”. 

Beloved brethren, young or old, do you find the journey long sometimes? Do you find that the difficulties are almost insurmountable? Young people, does the devil ever whisper in your ear and say to you, ‘Is it worthwhile?’ “Looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”; He has gone all the way, beloved. There has not been a difficulty or a trial that you pass through but Jesus has passed through it, sin apart. He has gone that way, “the leader and completer of faith”. Keep your eye on Him, “looking stedfastly on Jesus”. The note says, ‘It means, looking away from other things and fixing the eye exclusively on one’. So make way for Christ and He will make way for you. The older brethren will testify of this; one of the choicest experiences of Christianity is how the Lord makes way for you. Sometimes the road is dark and you think the difficulties are insurmountable. You turn to the Lord and He makes a way for you. Have you ever experienced that? You cannot see a yard ahead, but you find He makes a way for you. He is “the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. He is there, an Object for the heart.. Oh, keep looking to Him, beloved hearers. Every day, keep looking to Jesus and you will get comfort and strength for the journey all the way. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Preaching in Edinburgh
10 January 1988 

 


Scripture references

Acts 3:14-15 (JND) [14] But *ye* denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man [that was] a murderer should be granted to you; [15] but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among [the] dead, whereof *we* are witnesses.

Acts 5:29-32 (JND) [29] But Peter answering, and the apostles, said, God must be obeyed rather than men. [30] The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom *ye* have slain, having hanged on a cross. [31] Him has God exalted by his right hand as leader and saviour, to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins. [32] And *we* are [his] witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.

Hebrews 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Luke 3:4-5 (JND) [4] as it is written in [the] book of [the] words of Esaias the prophet: Voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. [5] Every gorge shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked [places] shall become a straight [path], and the rough places smooth ways,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Luke 15:17-19 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine. [18] I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; [19] I am no longer worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

Luke 15:22 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …



“THE GOING FORTH OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL”

G. D. Pfingst 

Hebrews 11: 21, 22 

This matter of faith is such an important matter as we go through this scene. Think of Joseph and the place he had in Egypt, “By faith Joseph when dying called to mind the going forth of the sons of Israel”. I suppose this matter of going forth would be the victory over the world, going out of Egypt, out of that area where the enemy has so much sway and where we are inclined to become independent of what is for God. So he called to mind the going forth of the sons of Israel. Think of the name he uses there, Israel, the name that was given to Jacob by God when he wrestled with the man. It was according to this matter of overcoming, one who had gotten the victory. Well, this thought goes on to the sons of Israel and they were connected with the purposes of God too, God was going to bring them through. What did Joseph say? He said, “God will certainly visit you”, and He would take them out of Egypt into the land of promise (Genesis 50: 24). What a wonderful thought to have our direction fixed on what is according to promise; God’s promises are sure and this matter of what is going 

through is sure too. Joseph gave commandment concerning his bones. What a wonderful thought that is! There is that work in the saints that is going through, and the work in our sister is going through. He is able to complete the work begun in us. So we have a sense of victory, as we had in our hymn at the outset. He is the Victor, He has gotten the victory, but then we come into that victory. 

What a precious thing it is to go forth then. When the sons of Israel went forth they went forth in rank and they went forth in relation to households. They had a lamb for a house, and they had that little lamb in the house for four days and became attached to it. Then that lamb had to be slain, and then they ate of it, roast with fire, with bitter herbs. So there is that side of things too, that we go through these things in relation to what it cost the Lord Jesus Christ, and we have faith in Him. Then we find it does cost us something to eat of the bitter herbs and eat of the roast lamb. It is in relation to the going out of Egypt. That is, I am not going to pursue my own interests but I am pursuing what is for the Lord and what is for His glory at the present time. 

So if you get your new name, Israel, it is your assembly name in this dispensation. It is the name we have in relation to our place in the testimony. How wonderful that is, to have another name! It speaks in Scripture of a new name that no one knows but he that receives it (Revelation 2: 17). Well, that is a wonderful thought, to have that name. These are things that cannot be changed, things that are certain, things that are sure. So Jacob worshipped on the top of his staff; “By faith Jacob when dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff”. 

I think this was the burden of our sister during several conversations with her in recent months, that the saints and their families would come out of Egypt and go on into the land of promise, into the thoughts of God for His people. Jacob blessed each of the sons of Joseph, so the point would be that no one here would be excluded from this. Do not exclude yourself from these blessings, they are available for all. Why exclude yourself? From God’s side the blessing is there and is available. Will you take the blessing that is available for you today? 

Will you make it your own? because Jacob said, “Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon”, Genesis 48: 5. How wonderful to think of being marked out for adoption through Christ Jesus. So we can all have this wonderful blessing; from the divine side it is available for each one of us. Do not refuse it. This is your opportunity to come into these things, where God can claim you as His own, and where you can be amongst the sons of Israel who are going forth out of the land of Egypt. May we call to mind these things today and may we all get the blessing as a result of this occasion, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:21-22 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff. [22] By faith Joseph [when] dying called to mind the going forth of the sons of Israel, and gave commandment concerning his bones.

Genesis 50:24 (JND) [24] And Joseph said to his brethren, I die; and God will certainly visit you, and bring you up out of this land, into the land that he swore unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Genesis 48:5 (JND) [5] And now thy two sons, who were born to thee in the land of Egypt before I came to thee into Egypt, shall be mine: Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon.



“ALL THESE DIED IN FAITH”

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Hebrews 11: 13; 10: 38, 39; 1 John 5: 4, 5 

Our brother’s reference to faith encourages one, beloved friends and brethren, to draw attention to this thought of faith. What has impressed one is this word, “All these died in faith”. Our beloved sister, now with Christ, has died in faith. That is a very wonderful matter, and one is impressed that not only has she died in faith, 

but she died in faith because she lived by faith. I believe the Lord would speak to our hearts in this occasion. He would speak to us who remain. It is a great matter to remain, and a challenge as to how I remain in my pathway here. Will I remain in accord with the will of God? Will I remain in the pathway of faith? Will I be sustained in my pathway here in accord with the holy mind of God? These scriptures, I believe, draw our attention to a holy line of things that has come down from the beginning of God’s ways with men, right from Abel onward. In this section the beloved apostle is drawing attention to a great cloud of witnesses that surround us, persons who have gone before whose pathways have been lived in faith. But then it says in this verse we read, “All these died in faith”. I believe the Lord would draw attention to that thought. It relates to the close of the pathway of our beloved sister and it speaks to our hearts as to the close of any one of our pathways. Will I die in faith? 

Hence one feels the need to draw attention to this word in chapter 10, “the just shall live by faith”, a verse that is repeated in the pages of Scripture, firstly in Habakkuk, the Old Testament prophet, and then quoted in Romans 1: 17, again in Galatians 3: 11 and again here, 

“the just shall live by faith”. Do you and I live by faith in our pathways here? Are you a believer in Jesus? Have you faith in Jesus the Son of God, the One who, as we sang and as was remarked in prayer, has gone the way of death, has gone the way of the grave, and went the way of suffering in His pathway here? I believe the Lord today would in this occasion attract our hearts freshly to Himself, draw out our feelings in love and affection to Himself and then to all who are His. Oh it is wonderful to think of those that are His, first Christ, and 

“then those that are the Christ’s at his 

coming” (1 Corinthians 15: 23), the soon-coming day which faith looks on to. 

In Hebrews 10: 13 it says, “all these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth”. This was a feature which our beloved sister in her closing days set out; she was one who confessed that she was but a stranger and a sojourner on the earth awaiting the Lord to come and take her to Himself. I believe we share in the triumph of what the Lord has done and what our sister entered into in the faith of her own soul. But I believe, dear brethren—I say that to all because we are brethren—the Lord would speak to our hearts. 

Sorrows have come in, there has been a drawing back in our lives with many of us. In fact I suppose there is with us all the tendency to draw back; I believe the Lord would speak to us today. Are we prepared in the remaining days of our lives to go forward in faith, supporting and maintaining the divine standard of the testimony that our sister set out, and which her beloved father set out in his own life and in the truth and in the ministry which the Lord in His love has given? May we be concerned to go on as those who are living by faith. Let us not be drawers back, of whom God says, “my soul does not take pleasure in him”. 

Oh may the Lord encourage every heart here today to go forward in our pathways in faith, trusting in Jesus the Son of God. He went the way of suffering, the way of death; He traversed that path to accomplish God’s holy will, to provide the way of redemption, to provide the way of salvation, and (while we could have no part in His atoning work) it is well, beloved, if we follow in His steps. Peter speaks of that, He left us a model 

that we should follow in His steps (1 Peter 2: 21). The beloved apostle Paul could also say, 

“In that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. Our beloved sister treasured that. We were away for a time in the summer and when we departed she said, ‘I will see you again’, and I believe her thought was that she would see us again above. But in the mercy of God the Lord sustained her life so that we saw her again here. What a treasure it is to see those who in their pathway have their trust in Jesus the Son of God and are prepared just to be here for His will, for His delight, for His pleasure. 

Just another thought as to the verse in John. I refer to it as drawing attention to this great thought of the need for victory. We need victory to overcome, to be preserved in the pathway of faith, so that we are not drawing back. Oh the danger of going back, the danger of being overcome by the world! John in writing this epistle is appealing to fathers, he is appealing to young men, and he would appeal to the children. Whatever age group we are in there is an appeal of love from Jesus to you and to me. Will we have faith and get the victory? “For all that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith”. I believe our beloved departed sister has known the joy of victory amid the sorrows of the testimony and proved what it is to get the victory over the world as a believer in Jesus the Son of God. 

May we be drawn afresh to Jesus today, Jesus the Son of God. Think of that beloved departing saint Stephen; as about to leave this scene his eyes were attracted heavenward. I believe the Lord today would attract our eyes, our hearts, our 

affections heavenward so that we move in our pathways here in more simple faith and dependence upon the Lord of glory and prove how near He is. He does come near, especially in times of pressure and testing. Stephen proved it, “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit”. 

May we allow the Lord to guide and direct our pathways so that our walk and ways may be filled out in accord with the will of God, that we may not draw back but go forward in this great pathway of faith, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:13 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.

Hebrews 10:38-39 (JND) [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him. [39] But *we* are not drawers back to perdition, but of faith to saving [the] soul.

1 John 5:4-5 (JND) [4] For all that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. [5] Who is he that gets the victory over the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.

Galatians 3:11 (JND) [11] but that by law no one is justified with God [is] evident, because The just shall live on the principle of faith;

1 Corinthians 15:23 (JND) [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

Hebrews 10:13 (JND) [13] waiting from henceforth until his enemies be set [for the] footstool of his feet.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.



“THE TIME IS NEAR”

C. F. Dadd 

Revelation 22: 10; 2 Peter 1: 12–15; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8 

I am impressed, beloved brethren, with the thought of time. Some of us on the Lord’s day had our minds directed to the Song of Songs where it says, “The time of singing is come, and the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land” (Song of Songs 2: 12). I think it was a very opportune word that came to us. So on Monday we had a further time when the Lord came into the locality and took our sister to be with Himself. You have a sense that the timing all belongs to the Lord. The time of the departure of the saints is very near. I think that is what John has in mind as he writes this in this verse in the Revelation. The word to John is, “Seal not the words of the prophecy of this book. The time is near”. And, beloved, I think all of us, soberly speaking, will realize that the time is very near; the time of the return of the Lord grows very near. So the word to every one of us would be to alert us to this fact, that the Lord is going to come and all of us will have to do with Him. 

Peter had a disclosure from the Lord about his own departure. He could speak about the fact that the Lord had indicated to him that the putting off of his tabernacle was speedily to take place. It is a very remarkable thing. Are we near enough to the Lord that He may indicate to us that our tabernacle is soon to be put off? I think our sister as she approached the latter months of her life was very near to the Lord Jesus as to this whole matter, in fact we are told that on the morning of her departure she spoke and sang to the Lord Jesus about coming and taking her to be with Himself. That is a fine thing—what a sense of victory! We began with that in our hymn, the idea of triumph, the idea of victory, and you see one in our sister who went out with a sense of this in her heart, that the victory was hers. Why? Because all has been secured through Christ; Christ is the One who has accomplished everything for God and accomplished everything for men. 

So Peter, speaking as he does here, was very much concerned about the fact that while he was present he would remind the saints of certain things. “I account it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance”—remembrance of these great and glorious things that Peter writes about in this epistle and had written about previously. His first epistle was written to the sojourners; this epistle is written to every believer, every believer in this room; this epistle is addressed to us, and he would say, ‘As long as I am in this tabernacle, I would stir you up about these wonderful things, about the matter of our redemption, about the matter that we belong to Christ, about the fact that we have been bought with a price and are no longer our own’. It is wonderful to think of this. The question would be a challenge to me and to every one of us as to 

whether we proceed every day on the basis of our own will, or are we proceeding on the basis that we are not our own, for we have been bought with a price? Therefore we are to be here as those who would fill out the will of God, walking according to the pathway of faith which was set out in Christ. Our brother’s reference to faith I think is very apropos because He is the Originator and Completer of faith. You might say the whole principle of faith began in Christ and He perfectly completes it. 

Well, Paul is about to depart and he realizes this. In fact he says, “I am already being poured out”. The time of his release was very much before him. And as he writes the second epistle to Timothy he is thinking about the continuity of the testimony. He is thinking about you and me as to how we will fit into the testimony as it comes to a close. Where do we stand in relation to all that Paul has written? The test was Paul, and it still is Paul. He could say earlier in this epistle, “All who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. He felt it, he felt the day of declension and scattering in which we find ourselves now as the dispensation comes to a close. But it is a time, beloved, when we would be stirred up about the continuity of the testimony. So he speaks to Timothy about these things, he says, “But thou, be sober in all things, bear evils, do the work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. He would be concerned that things should continue according to Paul’s standard, according to the standard that Paul had been given from heaven by Christ. So he says, “I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”. I think we can say that about our sister who has departed; she finished the race, she finished her time, and when the Lord took her she was a finished product. It is a wonderful thing to think that a sister such as we have had amongst us could go out in a sense of victory, and too, as looking on, we can say that the Lord had completed His work in her. 

Well, may this be much in our minds, that we might go out in a sense of victory. May we have a sense of the victory today, knowing that it has been secured through Christ; it is immutable, it is unchangeable; it is ours, to be secured through faith, and we too can have a testimony borne to us that we have finished the race, have completed things, and go out according to the will of God. We are all going out soon; the time is near. John says that twice in the Revelation, “the time is near”; he says it at the beginning (Revelation 1: 3) and he says it at the end (Revelation 22: 10), “The time is near”. The saints are about to go up. Well, may we be amongst those who go out in victory, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mrs S. F. Petersen, Plainfield, N.J.
2 October 1987 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 22:10 (JND) [10] And he says to me, Seal not the words of the prophecy of this book. The time is near.

2 Peter 1:12-15 (JND) [12] Wherefore I will be careful to put you always in mind of these things, although knowing [them] and established in the present truth. [13] But I account it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting [you] in remembrance, [14] knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is speedily [to take place], as also our Lord Jesus Christ has manifested to me; [15] but I will use diligence, that after my departure ye should have also, at any time, [in your power] to call to mind these things.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Song of Solomon 2:12 (JND) [12] The flowers appear on the earth; The time of singing is come, And the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land;

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Revelation 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near.

Revelation 22:10 (JND) [10] And he says to me, Seal not the words of the prophecy of this book. The time is near.



PRAISE ARISING FROM PRESSURE

J. Taylor 

Jonah 2: 1, 2, 7–9; Acts 16: 25 

I thought it would encourage us to look at these passages as setting forth the way in which the praise of God ascends to Him out of circumstances extraordinarily trying to the flesh. We are reminded of the Lord’s word to the woman in John 4 as to the worship of God, “Neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem”. No, it is not a question of place but of the state of the worshippers—“They ... must worship him in spirit and truth”. 

These three men furnish us with examples of that state of soul which answers to God’s mind, and that not in easy but extremely trying, indeed unparalleled circumstances. Certainly Jonah’s position was a unique one although it was a fish “prepared”; it is well to note that he had to accept the judgment of God, denoted in the “waves”. They were more powerful than the men’s oars, and were God’s means of thwarting Jonah’s self-will. Jonah accepted the judgment of God. God had anticipated him, and had prepared a fish to swallow up Jonah. In that way it was a vessel in God’s hand for the preservation of His servant, but, though an instrument of salvation, it was also one of discipline to him. Jonah had to learn in those extraordinary circumstances the bitterness of his own way, what folly it was. But in learning he turned to God—“Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God”. Jehovah had not ceased to be his God. He prayed to God out of the fish’s belly. What extraordinary circumstances! Yet the work of God in him was such as to enable him to recognise Jehovah as his God at the bottom of the Mediterranean, for he says, “I went down to the bottoms of the mountains”. 

The circumstances were not great enough to prevent his crying to God; the light was not dimmed, rather the reverse—Jehovah is before his soul, “Jehovah his God”; as Paul says, “My God”. Jonah cries out of the fish’s belly—“I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me”. I want to notice that among other things the worship of God is not affected by outward circumstances. It is the state of soul He is concerned about; circumstances may be used to bring to account, but what He thinks of is His own product that He has formed within. It is that formation He takes account of. So Jehovah heard. Then Jonah says, “Thou heardest my voice”, not only prayer, but “my voice”. It was altogether outside the range of science, it could not be heard naturally, but Jehovah heard his voice; it was pleasing to Him—“Let me hear thy voice”, Song of Songs 2: 14. He loves to hear it, and Jonah is conscious of that, and so he says, “When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord”. 

There was first the affliction and then he begins to faint in such unparalleled surroundings, consciously alive in the fish’s belly. But, “I remembered Jehovah” overcame the fainting—

“And my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple”. Though he is in the fish’s belly, his prayer finds its way into God’s temple. It is not an outward visible building, but ourselves, the church; it is not controlled by place. God’s work in the soul finds connection with His temple. So it must be a prayer devoid of all selfish motives to find a place there, in His holy temple. There was no disparity between the prayer and the temple. The product of the work of God in him becomes at home in that which is of God. I speak of that because of what holy prayer is. God is before his soul. 

Now look at verse 9—“I will sacrifice … I will pay that which I have vowed”. He resolved to do that, so God brought about a worshipper, not only a servant. The circumstances in which we are help us not only to be in subjection to the Lord, but to be constituted worshippers. The result is a voice, not only in prayer, but of thanksgiving, not words but a voice. God loves that. Hence our hymns afford means by which our voices are heard by God, tuned by the Spirit and mingled together by Him. 

So I go on to Psalm 22, where we get a parallel; our Lord is heard from the horns of the buffaloes. Think of such circumstances; caught in the horns of the buffaloes. That is where He was. But He says, Thou hast heard me from there. Again it is not outward position that is of account, but state. The Lord was heard from there. Now the next verse, “I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”. Now He is in the circumstances of praise in which He desires to be, leading the praise in the midst. He declares what He knew infinitely. He prayed to the Father from the cross. Now in resurrection He declares the name to His brethren, so that all may be in accord with His thoughts. There is no discipline in singing. The praise of the assembly is conducted by the chief Musician, and God now dwells amid the praises of the assembly. That is where praise is henceforth. 

And so it occurred to me that these cases in which worshippers are seen, show us that our outward circumstances, though used in discipline, do not interfere with God’s obtaining from us what He seeks—“The Father seeks such”, John 4: 23. 

I might add that in Revelation 11: 1, the worshippers are measured, not only the temple and the altar, but the worshippers themselves. That is they correspond with the temple, all divinely measured. It is very comforting. 

So I would link on Acts 16 as a further illustration of praise ascending to God from circumstances of adversity. It says, “Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing”. They were conscious of need but their prayer led to praise, and the prisoners listened to them. And God was listening too. The praises of the two martyrs found their way into the holy temple and 

were fragrant to Him. Their prison, so to say, becomes a temple; there is complete triumph and the prisoners get the benefit of it. The words show it was not forced on their ears; they listened. It was a pleasant sound. 

This is all intended to encourage us to see what a yield there is to God in adverse circumstances. They are intended to bring that about. The “sweet psalmist of Israel” was a great sufferer. “Remember for David all his affliction”. Great sufferers spiritually are great singers. In them God gets His pleasure. 

It will help to have this before us. The circumstances here are extraordinary but they have served to draw out the sympathy of the saints; I speak from personal knowledge. You are much on our hearts. But it is the divine yield, that which is for God, that is the great thing, and we are encouraged to believe that it is so with you, that He is getting His yield, and that it will be so. 

St.Pol,
19 October 1919

 


Scripture references

Jonah 2:1-9 (JND) [1] And Jonah prayed unto Jehovah his God out of the fish's belly; [2] and he said: I cried by reason of my distress unto Jehovah, and he answered me; Out of the belly of Sheol cried I: thou heardest my voice. [3] For thou didst cast me into the depth, into the heart of the seas, And the flood was round about me: All thy breakers and thy billows are gone over me. [4] And I said, I am cast out from before thine eyes, Yet will I look again toward thy holy temple. [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head. [6] I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth [closed] upon me for ever: But thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God. [7] When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Jehovah; And my prayer came in unto thee, Into thy holy temple. [8] They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. [9] But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed. Salvation is of Jehovah.

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Song of Solomon 2:14 (JND) [14] My dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the covert of the precipice, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.

Revelation 11:1 (JND) [1] And there was given to me a reed like a staff, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship in it.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …



MUSINGS

THINGS THAT WORK FOR US There are many things that are opposed to the believer—Satan, the world, and the flesh being among them—but it is strengthening to think of what is for us, working in our favour. Above all, God is for us (Romans 8: 31). Then Paul in Romans 3: 3–5 lists certain things that work for us. The first—we might think it surprising—is tribulation. Paul says, “we also boast in tribulations”. What tribulations that beloved man knew! We find some of them in 2 Corinthians chapters 6 and 11. He did not just sustain them, he boasted in them, because they were working out for him a whole chain of blessings. First, “tribulation works endurance”. A fine feature! We see it supremely in the One who endured the cross. It relates to the shittim wood, that resistant, enduring material, able to stand the rigours of the wilderness. Then endurance works experience. We experience the faithfulness of God, His mercy, care and comfort. We learn too His wisdom and grace. What a wealth of experience all this represents! 

Then experience works hope. You cannot become wealthy in experience with God without growing in assurance as to the blessed ends and objectives to which He is working. All the lessons of the wilderness, this time scene, have the land, the eternal order of things, in view. 

Every bit of experience with God produces what will go over gloriously into eternity. The God of hope sets that prospect before us, and the day of Christ’s public glory and supremacy. 

Therefore “hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. Whatever may oppose us without, this is what we have within, our hearts being the dwelling place of divine love richly shed abroad there, the love of the God who is over all the passing circumstances and tribulation and is using them for the working out of the blessing and formation according to Christ which is His purpose for those who are the objects of His love. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Romans 3:3-5 (JND) [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? [4] Far be the thought: but let God be true, and every man false; according as it is written, So that thou shouldest be justified in thy words, and shouldest overcome when thou art in judgment. [5] But if our unrighteousness commend God's righteousness, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I speak according to man.



EXTRACTS

The check to service is the lack of self-denial, and there is very little of it amongst us now. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, p.268) 

JK Why does it say, “When thou art invited by any one to a wedding”? 

JT Well, I believe it is a festive occasion, it is brought up here (Luke 14: 8) parabolically because much feeling, and right feeling, enters into weddings. The question is whether we are going to allow the feelings to inflate us, to turn the wedding into a time of inflation. Our ideas in Christianity are to be taken from the assembly and not from the world. 

Marriage is a time of display in the world—unequalled display—the clothes that are worn. 

We ought to discern these things and put away what is worldly ... the money spent on wedding garments is very great. We have to understand what is here to deflate us. The Lord says, ‘Do not take the first place’, do not have personal distinction in mind. Learn not to be worldly; you are in fellowship and your clothing is to denote that. Do not go in for what surrounds a worldly bride and the like ... 

AEJ You would not hesitate to go to a wedding where the bride puts on the apparel which Peter speaks of. 

JT The hidden Man of the heart. I would not, would seek to be there. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 76, pp.153, 154) 

We may well ask ourselves, ‘How do I enter the meeting-room? How do I sit down there? 

What is my heart filled with? What is occupying my mind? These two men were speaking with Jesus (Luke 9: 30). Am I glorious when I rise to speak to the Lord? I shall be made glorious if the Holy Spirit is free to operate in me, and when the love of God fills my heart my countenance will shine. How the Lord loves to look on such faces! On the other hand how grieved He is to see dull, unresponsive faces; the love of God filling my heart as I come into the meeting should make my face shine. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 40, p.98) 

Many do not understand the Holy Spirit, but as an influence. Wesleyans regard Him as the motive power. He is more than that to me. He is the spring of everything; we live in the Spirit. I have nothing on earth but the Holy Spirit, and so far from that meaning that I am short of anything, it is the magnificence of my position. “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit”. The Spirit of God does not connect me with earth. He connects me with Christ in heaven. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, p.329) 

Luke … would, so to speak, unite the Levite to the priest, he would bring us so near to Christ, that He Himself is speaking through us. One of the greatest things a minister should desire in his service is, that his voice should be the voice of Christ, and his words the words of Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 33, p.325) 

This (the meeting for care) is a most important meeting, for it is a meeting in which those who have the care (and, of course, everyone should have care) devote an hour or two hours to think entirely of the saints as to how they are getting on and other matters that run with that. I think heaven has great pleasure in those hours when brethren are giving themselves up to think of how the saints are getting on and whether things could be done to make repairs or to add to what there is. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 84, p.194)
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Scripture references

Luke 14:8 (JND) [8] When thou art invited by any one to a wedding, do not lay thyself down in the first place at table, lest perhaps a more honourable than thou be invited by him,

Luke 9:30 (JND) [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias,
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