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AN UNFADING INHERITANCE

A. Martin

Isaiah 40: 6–8; 1 Peter 1: 3–5; Ezekiel 47: 1–7, 12; Revelation 19: 6–8 

I have a very simple impression, beloved, as to what does not fade. The scripture we read in Isaiah speaks of what does fade, and I want first to touch briefly on that because it is something that we need to understand. We were saying in the reading that what is of nature holds us more than we realise. Nature in its place is right, but nature is limited, and nature is bounded by death. That is something that we need to understand, and I believe the sooner we do the better it is for our souls, to realise that all around us will come to an end, and, if the Lord Jesus does not come to take us away, it will come to an end in death. 

The prophet here is speaking to God’s people, he is appealing to them, and he is saying, “all flesh”. The people of God consistently over the centuries wanted to go the way of the nations but the prophet would say, “all flesh is grass”. It springs up and it dies down, it has no depth of root, “all flesh is grass”. He speaks about the comeliness of it, the most attractive things about the flesh have all to go in God’s sight, they are all put away in the death of Jesus. We were speaking about things which came up over the course of the last two hundred years and that was another thing that came up, there were those who thought that there were certain features of the first man that were not so bad, but the whole of the flesh has been finished in the death of Jesus. If God saw man in flesh and blood condition in perfection in Jesus, and Jesus went into death, that means that the whole order has gone in death as far as God is concerned, even the comeliness of it. Even nature tells us that, those beautiful and attractive things according to nature all end. The prophet says, “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth”. What a dismal picture he paints! You might say, Poor Isaiah, do you not have better news than that? And this is the gospel prophet, the great preacher among the prophets. There were other preachers of course, Jonah was actually called to preach, he was sent to preach. Isaiah is not called a preacher but his prophecy is a great message of the gospel, but he brings in this point and to appreciate the gain of the gospel you have to understand that even the best of what is of nature fades and withers. 

Now Peter quotes this passage in his epistle. He does not say ‘fades’. Peter I think had learnt the lesson, he says, “The grass has withered and its flower has fallen”, 1 Peter 1: 24. Fading is the beginning of the process. We were remarking recently that in the south, early in the summer, it was noticed that something was wrong with many of the trees and the leaves began to fade. Early in the summer something was working, and that is the way things happen. The flesh works and you see first of all there is a fading; it is the beginning of the process. I wonder if anyone here is like that. I wonder if anyone here can look back and can say, there was a time when I was in much greater soul vigour than I am now. Why is it? Get back to the Lord. The Lord is faithful; He took account of His people in the next prophet, Jeremiah. He said, “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown”, Jeremiah 2: 2. He said, I treasure that love, but in Jeremiah’s day what expression of it was there? The leaf had faded. Ah, beloved, let not the leaf fade, let there be life in what is seen today, let us not be like those who as one tragic poet said, 

‘My life is in the yellow leaf; 

The flowers and fruit of love are gone;

The worm, the canker, and the grief

Are mine alone’. 

What a tragic poet he was. One beloved brother wrote in answer to that, 

‘My life is in the yellow leaf,

But I have heard God’s call above; 

No worm, nor canker and no grief

Are in His love’. 

(‘Selection of Poems’ compiled by G. H. S. Price, p.162). Beloved, that kept that brother going for over ninety years. Let us not be those who say our outlook is the yellow leaf; that is the outlook of nature, the grass withers and the flower fades; but there is something which abides, the word of the Lord goes through. 

Think of the words of the Lord Jesus Himself. He says, “The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away”, Matthew 24: 35. Think of the glory and greatness of One who could stand upon this very earth and in perfect truth and assurance and power, utter those words. The word of the Lord abideth for ever. Beloved, how great that is. Let us lay hold of the word of God, lay hold of the Scriptures. You say, Well there is not much time, life is busy. I say, start the day at any rate with one verse, start the day with something. Develop an appetite for reading the Scriptures, develop an appetite for reading about the truth. If you read corrupting things you will develop an appetite for them and what will it lead to? It will lead to misery, to want, to privation in your soul, but you can develop an appetite for the truth and that is something that you never regret. Ah, beloved, that is an appetite that will lead to soul satisfaction and lead to it for the rest of your life. 

The word of God abides for eternity. What does it say? What Peter writes is the word of God. He says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope”. A living hope was something that was in Peter’s soul, it was living, he could not keep it down. Think of Peter, he laid down his life for this; he laid down his life on account of his living hope. Here was a man in whom the work of God was so great and so living that nothing on earth mattered. We read of his failures; I am glad we do because they give us encouragement. The fact that we read of the failures of a man like Peter is a simple evidence that he gained from them, he learnt their lessons, and when you read his epistles you can see that he learnt the lessons from each of his failures. He says, “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”, leading us on, beloved, to what is not bounded by death, to what is eternal, “the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”, and then he goes on “to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance”. 

It has often been pointed out the way in which decline comes in is the reverse order to that, things fade, then they become defiled and then they become corrupt. That is the way things work according to nature, but our inheritance is incorruptible, and not only that it is undefiled, and not only that it is even unfading. What is our inheritance? It is really our portion, our association with Christ in the assembly, our association with Him and with His people, our association with Him in His own sphere, His own realm, our part with Him there. That is our inheritance and it is unfading, it is glorious and it will remain glorious as it was in the day when the Lord Jesus rose from among the dead; our inheritance will remain as glorious as it was in God’s thoughts from all eternity, it was glorious in His heart and in His mind. 

Peter says, You have been begotten for this, “An incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance”. Do you have an impression of the inheritance? Do you have an impression of what it will be to be associated, without the encumbrances of these bodies, in the presence of Jesus? That is the greatness of it but, beloved, we have the experience of it in our spirits, and if you experience something in your spirit, it is genuinely an experience. I say that because sometimes people might say that you might touch something in your spirit but really you are still here in flesh and blood condition. No, the spirit is the man, and if you enter into something in your spirit you have entered into it, and that is something, beloved, that is going to be yours and remain yours eternally. And so we have been called to this incorruptible, undefiled and unfading inheritance. No thought of God’s will fade. Everything connected with the earth will, even the millennium will show decline at the end. Is that not a sorrowful thing? It will but, beloved, there will be no decline in what is heavenly, it is unfading. 

I read in Ezekiel about divine resources. Peter wrote to those who were going through tribulation, and what he wrote is that even though you are going through tribulations you are not to start declining because you are kept guarded, you are kept guarded by the power of God. How do I prove the power of God? It is the presence of the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit who keeps my footsteps, keeps me walking in the way of righteousness, keeps me in relation with Christ on high, keeps me in relation to His people here. How wonderful is the service of the Holy Spirit. We were reading in the previous occasion of the beautiful figure of that divine Person; it says, “all the treasure of his master was under his hand”, Genesis 24: 10. All of heaven’s resources are under the hand of the Holy Spirit, and what we have in Ezekiel is really the outflow of divine resources. It relates in its literal teaching to the millennium and it is interesting to read that. The prophet was brought to Jerusalem and he was shown the house and he was taken around it, and these chapters are extraordinary chapters because the detail and the measurements of everything is given. 

They are most extraordinary chapters, but then he is brought to this point and he says, “waters issued out from under the threshold of the house”. What it implies is that there are divine resources coming from God’s house, coming from God Himself. It is like the end of Revelation. Revelation and Ezekiel are parallel books, they are each written by someone who is in exile, they each saw the breakdown, Ezekiel saw the glory departing. John recorded the addresses to the assemblies, with the Lord saying to one that unless it repented He would remove its lamp. They are parallel books but they both end with the glory and with the river, the river of God flowing out, bright as crystal. Ezekiel sees it here and this man says to him, You have to pass through, you have to enter into it. It is no good just watching, looking from the side, you have to enter into it. 

It says he “caused me to pass through”. He is saying, Come on, come into the waters, and “he measured a thousand cubits”. You might say that is a long way, “the waters were to the ankles”. Ah, beloved, maybe on an occasion like this you enjoy meeting the saints, you enjoy hearing the Scriptures, you enjoy hearing the brethren discussing the truth together and you say, Well that was nice, and you go home, the waters may have reached the ankles. Maybe you go home and get on your knees, you have gone another thousand cubits, the waters reached the knees, that is better still. Maybe your affections have been touched and you make a committal, you say my affections are now held in relation to the Man in the glory, the waters have reached the loins, I am going to hold myself for Him. Then he measured another thousand and the waters could not be passed through. That is what divine resources are like, they could not be passed through. We had a touch in Buckhurst Hill a little while ago, “the river of God is full of water”, Psalm 65: 9. Think of that expression—what a wonderful thing, the river of God is full of water, and that is what we have here. The river of God is flowing out and there is no diminution of it, the waters could not be passed through. It does not say that he could not enter them, no, but he could not pass through. Let us bathe ourselves in the blessedness of what is flowing from the throne of God today. It is still flowing. It is not awaiting a day when Christ’s throne will be set up in relation to earth. For those who acknowledge His rights, and those who have put their trust in Him and own Him as Lord and Saviour, and have the gift of the Holy Spirit, and have found their place and enjoyment in divine things, find those waters are flowing. They are flowing today freely, nothing will hinder my enjoyment of them except myself; I am the only one who will hinder that but let us enjoy these waters. 

And not only that, let us take root by them, let us draw from them. And so the prophet comes back and the man says to him, “hast thou seen this?” Well he saw the waters, but he says ‘I am going to show you something else. I am going to show you the saints in a new light. You have partaken of the divine supply, now I am going to show you the saints in a new light’. He “brought me back to the bank of the river. When I returned, behold, on the bank of the river were very many trees”. Have you ever had that experience, seen the saints in a new light? I may have been local with a brother for many years and have never appreciated him like this before. I see him in a new light, I see there is something in his soul which is heavenly and draws from what is flowing out; if only I had appreciated that before. He would say, go into the waters, enjoy all that is flowing from God and then come back and see what is there, see what is growing beside the waters. It is the saints, and later on he says, “and by the river, upon its bank, on the one side and on the other, shall grow all trees for food, whose leaf shall not fade”. If we are maintained as drawing upon the Holy Spirit, as drawing on the divine supply that comes through Him in every circumstance, in turning to Him. If we are maintained in links like that, what will we find? The leaves will not fade, there will be a living answer and there will be something for others, there will be food, there will be something to supply food and healing for others. How that tests us! It tests me! How much healing is needed but, beloved, there is resource for it, resource to keep fresh, resource for supply for others, resource for healing. 

Jeremiah says, “Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no physician there? Why then is there no dressing applied for the healing of the daughter of my people?”, Jeremiah 8: 22. Let us be exercised currently in this service of healing; how are we able to do it? By drawing on divine supply, drawing on the Holy Spirit and what flows down from heaven. So that let us occupy ourselves with whatever comes to our hands to do, the things that relate to the Lord, there is supply to sustain us in it. If the Lord tells us to do something we have to do it, we really have no choice. Let us be occupied as drawing on this supply. We may say we are not able to. I think the Lord would use us in the areas that we feel we are naturally not suited for, because it demonstrates that there is a supply that comes from above which is greater than nature, greater than anything here. 

In Revelation we find that there is something bright and pure. This verse was confirmed in the reading, “And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”. Every action that you do in love for the Lord, everything that you give up in love for the Lord, everything that you are prepared to do as governed by Him and as drawing on the power of the Holy Spirit, goes into this wonderful, beautiful garment, this glorious garment. There is nothing there for the flesh, “fine linen, bright and pure”. The assembly will shine out radiantly. This has been my impression, that there is something which is going to shine out in radiance, brilliance. I love these last two chapters, “Her shining was like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone”, Revelation 21: 11. Think of that glorious city just shining out in all its radiance. The glory of God is there but here she comes as the bride, the Lamb’s wife. The wife is the one who is responsible, faithful in the time of His absence, “and his wife has made herself ready”. What we find is that her clothing is the righteousnesses of the saints, giving Christ His place, giving Him that which He is looking for, the righteousnesses of the saints. 

Beloved, that is my impression. I have spoken feebly, I know, but there is such a contrast between divine things and all that is around. We have been called to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance. It is ours to explore now, something which will never fade, which will never grow dim; we have been called to that. We have divine resource to help us so that we may be maintained unfading as drawing on the Holy Spirit, and thus as contributing to the brightness of what will be seen in a day to come. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Grangemouth
26 September 2009

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 40:6-8 (JND) [6] A voice saith, Cry. And he saith, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the comeliness thereof as the flower of the field. [7] The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, for the breath of Jehovah bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. [8] The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the word of our God abideth for ever.

1 Peter 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, [4] to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, [5] who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time.

Ezekiel 47:1-12 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar. [2] And he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me round outside unto the outer gate towards [the gate] that looketh eastward; and behold, waters ran out on the right side. [3] When the man went forth eastward, a line was in his hand; and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the ankles. [4] And he measured a thousand [cubits], and caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the knees. And he measured a thousand and caused me to pass through: the waters were to the loins. [5] And he measured a thousand: it was a river that I could not pass through, for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. [6] And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen [this]? And he led me, and brought me back to the bank of the river. [7] When I returned, behold, on the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other. [8] And he said unto me, These waters issue out toward the east district, and go down into the plain, and go into the sea; when they are brought forth into the sea, the waters [thereof] shall be healed. [9] And it shall come to pass that every living thing which moveth, whithersoever the double river shall come, shall live. And there shall be a very great multitude of fish; for these waters shall come thither, and [the waters of the sea] shall be healed; and everything shall live whither the river cometh. [10] And it shall come to pass, that fishers shall stand upon it; from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim shall be [a place] to spread forth nets: their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many. [11] But its marshes and its pools shall not be healed; they shall be given up to salt. [12] And by the river, upon its bank, on the one side and on the other, shall grow all trees for food, whose leaf shall not fade, nor their fruit fail: it shall bring forth new fruit every month, for its waters issue out of the sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for food, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

Revelation 19:6-8 (JND) [6] And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for [the] Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power. [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

1 Peter 1:24 (JND) [24] Because all flesh [is] as grass, and all its glory as [the] flower of grass. The grass has withered and [its] flower has fallen;

Jeremiah 2:2 (JND) [2] Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown.

Matthew 24:35 (JND) [35] The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away.

Genesis 24:10 (JND) [10] And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; now all the treasure of his master was under his hand; and he arose and went to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor.

Psalms 65:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast visited the earth, thou hast watered it; thou greatly enrichest it: the river of God is full of water; thou providest their corn, when thou hast so prepared it:

Jeremiah 8:22 (JND) [22] Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no physician there? Why then is there no dressing applied for the healing of the daughter of my people?

Revelation 21:11 (JND) [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone;



GOING IN FOR THE INHERITANCE

J. Webster 

2 Samuel 15: 19–22; Joshua 14: 6–15; 15: 16–19; 17: 3–6; 1 Kings 21: 1–3 

I would like to say a few words from these scriptures, beloved brethren, about going in for the inheritance and not giving it up. They are well known scriptures and I am not going to say anything new, but I would desire to say a few words by the help of the Spirit of God that something may come into our souls by way of quickening, to stimulate us and set us forward in relation to the Lord’s things. The persons I have read of are all persons who were interested in the things of God, and we give one another credit as being here today because we are interested in these things. They were persons who were marked by energy and that is also needed. As well as the desire to have things we need to have the energy to get them. We are living in difficult times. Things around us are not improving generally in the world; that is known to men apart from believers. Man’s systems are not infallible. They can fail, as we have seen in recent years, how the greatest institutions of men are very uncertain to say the least, but there is nothing uncertain about the things of God. The things of God are absolutely sure, and if you want to be sure of your ground, sure of your future, you need to go in for these things. Paul says, “the things that are seen are for a time, but those that are not seen eternal”, 2 Corinthians 4: 18. 

There was a blessed Man of whom it says, “that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. That involved Him coming here into manhood. In John 8, when he spoke to that woman who was taken in the act, twice it says of Him that stooping down He wrote on the ground. The Lord Jesus came down from glory’s heights to this world and He had a purpose before Him. He came for a purpose, and that was to fill out the will of God. The great matter that lay upon man was death. It reigned from Adam until Moses. It says, “thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. There it lay. Nobody could meet the matter until Jesus came, and He went into death. 

He moved here amongst men, for thirty years of secret history, what a pathway it was. We are told very little about it, but we get quite a lot about the three and a half years of His public service. John says, “if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written”, John 21: 25. He went into death and we were touchingly reminded at a recent burial that when He went into death, death had to give way. The Jordan had to give way before Him. The psalmist says, “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. You think of the touch of sarcasm in that. Death itself had to give way. It had reigned as a monarch for all those years, and when this blessed Man went into it, it had to give way. He annulled it. He was in the heart of the earth three days and three nights, then He came out of death and He was taken up into heaven. It says, “a cloud received him out of their sight”, Acts 1: 9. That is the present position, that there is a Man in heaven. 

I have been reading a little in Joshua and when you come to Joshua 10 nothing could stand before Joshua. It says in verse 12, “Then spoke Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah gave up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; And thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon! And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was, until the nation had avenged themselves upon their enemies”. And then it says, “And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man”. There is a Man in heaven, and this whole dispensation, this day that is spoken of typically in Joshua, the day we are in, there has never been a day like it, and there will never be a day like it again. God is working out His great thoughts in this present dispensation and securing what will be for eternity. We may have some small apprehension of it, but the immensity of what God is working out at this present time should take hold of us; God through grace would give us to have a part in it. 

So I have read of these persons here. Ittai in the first scripture is well known, Ittai the Gittite. David refers to him as a stranger. We have all come in that way; the Jews had many advantages but we Gentiles had no claims on God, but in wonderful grace, God commends His love to us. Think of how God has reached out to us in view of our coming into this wonderful system of blessing. This was a man who was a foreigner, but here he has attached himself to David. It is one of the most important things in Christianity, especially for young people, but it applies to older people just the same, that we are closely attached to the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no substitute for it. Maybe you can look back on a time when you accepted Him as your Saviour, but you need to have a current link with Him, and so David tests this man out. He says, you are a stranger, you do not have to go with me. David was in rejection at this point and the Lord Jesus is in rejection in this world. But He is the centre of God’s universe. He will be eternally, and God intends that He should be the centre of your world now. We are largely the centre of our own world, but in the glad tidings God would work in grace that the Lord Jesus may become the centre of my world and your world. 

This man Ittai is an example of a real believer. David says to him, “Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! And Ittai answered the king and said, As Jehovah liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”. Many of us have grown up in fellowship, and we may have come into things, not automatically, but in a certain sense things have been made easy for us. However we need to be definite as to our committals to the Lord Jesus as Ittai was to David. 

I refer to Caleb in the book of Joshua. He was a man with a long history. He was eighty-five, and had been with the spies that Moses sent to spy out the land. When they came back ten of them had an evil report, and were occupied with all the difficulties. Christianity is not always easy but two of these men, Joshua and Caleb, came right through. They had a good report of the land. It shows amongst other things that the majority are not always right. You might feel in your local meeting that you are very small, but these were two men out of twelve and they went right through the wilderness. So here we have Caleb. Think of the definiteness with which he speaks. He is claiming his inheritance. There are some things that God has made available to us, and they have been made available at great cost. Think of God and what He has given. It has been at tremendous cost to God to make these things available to us. “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Romans 8: 32. Caleb is putting in his claim here to the inheritance. 

He goes over his history and we can go over our histories. Largely they are histories of failure, but it is good to go over them. We can find points in our histories where we did what was right. If you go back over your history you will find points where you felt the support of God in what you did. So Caleb says here, “And Moses swore on that day, saying, The land whereon thy feet have trodden shall assuredly be thine inheritance, and thy children’s for ever! for thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God”. I would encourage all of us that we might be in these things as committed and definite persons, not half-heartedly. Paul says to Timothy, “be wholly in them”, 1 Timothy 4: 15. The Lord Jesus is the prime example to us in everything; at the age of twelve He said to His parents, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. So here Caleb says, “I am this day eighty-five years old. I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me—as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in”. Persons get old and the physical frame deteriorates, but what is spiritual can begin to take the ascendancy. This man was strong spiritually. I think he sets out the line of faith. Nothing was too much for him; his enemies did not deter Caleb in the slightest. I like this word here at the end of verse 12, “If so be Jehovah shall be with me”— we cannot be presumptuous. 

I like this spirit of Caleb. He says first, “And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said”. God never lets anyone down who is looking for His help. We need to be persons who are humble and count upon the help which comes from God. Paul says in one place, “Having therefore met with the help which is from God I have stood firm unto this day”, Acts 26: 22. Well, Caleb says, “If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said. And Joshua blessed him”. I do not think there is anyone that has this attitude that will feel that they have been let down. There is plenty in Christianity for every one. It is a wonderful system that God is calling us into where we can get as much as we want. So this man got Hebron. It refers to the purpose of God. It is a fine thing to get some touch in your soul as to the purpose of God, how God marked us out; God purposed in Himself before the ages of time. Things go away back before time, when God had plans in mind that He should tabernacle eternally with men, and He marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself. Much had to be worked out in the interim. It involved meeting the sin question but God met all that, all the expenditure that was involved God met it; and so it says, “Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed Jehovah the God of Israel”. 

Now I read about these persons in chapter 15. Caleb said, “He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it”. I am not going to say too much about that; I think it has been referred to as the city of the book, but it says in any case that “Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father a field; and she sprang down from the ass”. I think it is very fine to see what these persons were interested in. “And Caleb said to her. What wouldest thou?” It is a good question to ask ourselves as to what we are looking for. God asked Solomon that question, “Ask what I shall give thee”, 2 Chronicles 1: 7. What would you like out of life, young people, and older people for that matter? What would I like out of life? What am I looking for? He said to her, “What wouldest thou?” This is a young woman, it might apply to the young sisters. He says to this young woman, “What wouldest thou? And she said, Give me a blessing”. 

There are wonderful blessings to be found in Christianity, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10. God would make these things known to us, beloved, by the Spirit of God. Since the Lord Jesus went on high the Spirit of God is here. Then she says, “Give me a blessing”. Would you like a blessing from God? You have to go in for these things to know something of the joy, the quickening touch that comes into your soul, the thrill that comes into your soul as you get some touch of divine things. She says, “Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water”. I suppose a southern land would speak of an area where everything is favourable. It is not favourable for the Christian in this world, but there is an area that you can touch by the Spirit where everything is favourable. She says, “thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water”. I think the springs of water are what maintains us in freshness. The Lord spoke to the woman in John 4 about “a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life” (John 4: 14). What do we know about our links with the Spirit of God? 

We have the Scriptures, maybe we could link these lower springs and the upper springs with Romans and Ephesians but we need the Spirit of God that these things may be living in our souls and maintained in freshness. The Spirit of God would maintain things in freshness in our souls. The Scriptures are part of our inheritance, and the Spirit of God would make them living to us. Think of these persons in Luke 24 as they walked away from Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus joined them and He opened up to them the Scriptures; He spoke to them about the Scriptures and their hearts were burning. The Spirit of God would bring a touch into your soul about the Lord Jesus Christ. What a Man He is! When Paul begins the epistle to the Romans, it is God’s glad tidings concerning His Son. He is the centre of God’s universe and, as I said to begin with, it is intended that He should be the centre of your world and my world. Achsah says, “give me also springs of water”. Well, we might be tested as to what we want. It has often been said that we get what we go in for. We have quoted it often but it is still true. If you go in for worldly things that is what you get; if you go in for spiritual things God will give them to you. Caleb got them and this young woman was given the upper springs and the lower springs. 

I refer now to the five daughters of Zelophehad. It is very beautiful how they come up in the Scriptures a number of times, and almost every time the Spirit of God goes over their names. It appears that it was a peculiar delight for the Spirit of God to name these persons; and you know, your name is known. It is known amongst the brethren of course, but it is known in heaven; think of that. Every believer’s name is written there. The Lord Jesus said to the disciples, “rejoice that your names are written in the heavens”, Luke 10: 20. It is fine to know that your name is written in heaven. Once it is written there it will never be erased. These persons came up in Joshua 17 and they were claiming their inheritance. They were definite about what they wanted, it says here, “And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, Jehovah commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren”. They knew what they wanted and they were going to have it; so it says, “And he gave them according to the commandment of Jehovah an inheritance among the brethren of their father”. These young persons knew what they wanted and they went in for it. 

I refer now in closing to Naboth. He had received things from his fathers. We need a link with the Lord Jesus, we need a link with the Spirit of God, we have the Scriptures, and we have the ministries. There is a wonderful inheritance in these ministries that are on our bookshelves and they are there to be assimilated. Then we have the local meeting and those with whom we can work things out. These things are all part of our inheritance, and we should value them and be committed to them. Ahab was king of Israel at this time, and he should have been giving a lead to the people of God in the right direction, but he was a wicked king. He served the Baals and he wanted this vineyard. It has been likened to Christendom; he was not far away, he was quite near, and he wanted what Naboth had without the moral exercises connected with it. So he says, “Give me thy vineyard ... and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it”. He apparently wanted it as a convenience but he did not really put a proper value on it. Ahab says, “I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money”. None of these things influenced Naboth. It would appear that no amount of money that he could have given Naboth would have paid for this vineyard, and he certainly could not have given him a better one. 

I think we need to be definite about matters. I take it to myself first; we need to be definite about our Christianity, and be in it in a real way and value these things that have come down to us at great cost. Men have suffered for them; you go over Hebrews 11 and you think of what these men suffered in the testimony, “a cloud of witnesses”, Hebrews 12: 1. There have been many since that time who have suffered for the truth; things have come down to us at tremendous cost and we are intended to value them. “And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!” There is what has come down to us from our fathers, our spiritual fathers, and it may be from our natural fathers too in a right way. He says, “Jehovah forbid it me”. He is not going to give it up. The local meeting is where the Lord has placed us to work things out for His will and where we can share things. Christianity is a sharing of things. We are told in Romans 8, “The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God. And if children, heirs also—heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs” (Romans 8: 16). It is wonderful that we are brought into these things, to share and enjoy things with that blessed Man. 

I was just thinking, we have been speaking about the local meeting and being committed to it; that if we have any spare time we can share things with the next meeting. It is very good when there is neighbourliness among meetings. Recently we were very small, it was holiday time in July, and my wife and I thought we might be the only ones at the reading. However we had an extra local brother and seven brethren came from Peterhead; it was like a fellowship meeting! Small meetings really appreciate an unexpected visit now and then. We do not have to be very old to go along to the next meeting and give them a little encouragement. Christianity is a sharing of things and a working together. Well, let us be committed to these things, beloved brethren, and value what has come down to us in the way of inheritance. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
5 September 2009




Scripture references

2 Samuel 15:19-22 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him.

Joshua 14:6-15 (JND) [6] Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea. [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. [8] And my brethren that had gone up with me made the heart of the people melt; but I wholly followed Jehovah my God. [9] And Moses swore on that day, saying, The land whereon thy feet have trodden shall assuredly be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever! for thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God. [10] And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. [11] I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in. [12] And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said. [13] And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. [14] Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed Jehovah the God of Israel. [15] Now the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-Arba; the great man among the Anakim. And the land rested from war.

Joshua 15:16-19 (JND) [16] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [17] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [18] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father a field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [19] And she said, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. Then he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Joshua 17:3-6 (JND) [3] And Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. [4] And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, Jehovah commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. And he gave them according to the commandment of Jehovah an inheritance among the brethren of their father. [5] And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which are beyond the Jordan. [6] For the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance among his sons; and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead.

1 Kings 21:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!

2 Corinthians 4:18 (JND) [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Acts 1:9 (JND) [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight.

Joshua 10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it, that he had done to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them, [2] that they feared greatly; for Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty. [3] And Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, and to Piream king of Jarmuth, and to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, …

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Acts 26:22 (JND) [22] Having therefore met with [the] help which is from God, I have stood firm unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying nothing else than those things which both the prophets and Moses have said should happen,

2 Chronicles 1:7 (JND) [7] In that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, Ask what I shall give thee.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 10:20 (JND) [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens.

Joshua 17 (JND) [1] And the lot came to the tribe of Manasseh (for he was the firstborn of Joseph), to Machir, the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, for he was a man of war, and he had Gilead and Bashan. [2] There was also [a portion] for the rest of the children of Manasseh according to their families: for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these are the children of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, the males, according to their families. [3] And Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 12:1 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us,

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:16 (JND) [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.



THE PRE-EMINENCE OF THE LORD JESUS





J. A. Brown 

Colossians 1: 17, 18; 3: 1, 11 (from “but Christ is”)—13 (to “forgiving one another”) 

We had an impression as we gathered to break bread on Lord’s day morning as to the preeminence of the Lord Jesus. The brother who was giving thanks for the emblems was speaking of the Lord Jesus, and he said that we have everything in Him and nothing outside of Him. That has a very blessed spiritual meaning, but it also came as a great test to me—Is that true of me? I thought of this scripture in Colossians, and of the way in which Paul, in writing this letter, brings something of that thought before those to whom he is writing. Verses 17 and 18 of chapter 1 have a very exalted meaning, “And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him”. That is the glory of the Lord Jesus. He is before all. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. And then verse 18, “he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead”. What glory is His! Dear brethren, our hearts would no doubt respond worshipfully as we think of that, and a whole spiritual line opens up. 

But what I have been tested by is “that he might have the first place in all things”. That can be applied spiritually, and in a day to come He will have the first place in all things. But I think, too, there is a moral application. Does He have the first place in everything that I have to do with? He has the first place in God’s realm. The Lord Jesus has been given that position of pre-eminence by God the Father. He will occupy it eternally, and we shall respond to that and worship eternally. I am sure that as we are engaged with these things in the morning meeting, we can have His glory before us and respond as the Holy Spirit would prompt us. But there is a test, I feel for myself anyway, in the working out of this, from Monday to Saturday, “that he might have the first place in all things”. That means that as someone who has accepted the Lord Jesus as my Saviour, and who has some appreciation by the Spirit of His pre-eminence, and of the way that God has given Him that position of glory, He not only deserves to have the first place in my life, but He should have it. Indeed, He must have it. The key to it is that our affections are engaged with the Lord Jesus. 

I have been pondering the way in which Paul writes this letter. The epistle to the Colossians is not a piece of doctrine, it is not an article exactly of ministry that Paul wrote, it is a letter to real people, to a locality in Colosse. As he develops his thoughts, he begins in this chapter to emphasise the glory and the pre-eminence of the Lord Jesus. That is something that every one in this room who knows Jesus can relate to. Maybe not as much as Paul, but every one of us here who loves the Lord Jesus would no doubt say, ‘Yes, He deserves that place of pre-eminence’. But then in the second chapter Paul brings in the truth of baptism. 

There are links between the parts of this letter, and as Paul begins a new thought he says, “Therefore”, so one leads to the other. He writes in verse 12 of chapter 2, “buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God”. What has been before me is that if Christ is to have the first place there is no room for me there. I have to go out of sight, because if I give pre-eminence to my thoughts or what I want to do, whatever it might be, at work or in the home or even in the meeting, then Christ cannot have the first place. But He is to have it, and we come to that through the truth of baptism, that we go out of sight and He gets the first place. 

So Paul writes in chapter 3, “If therefore ye have been raised”. The truth of baptism comes into chapter 2 and now he says, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above”, and, “Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth” (Colossians 3: 5). And then, “Christ is everything, and in all”, which is the phrase that drew me to this epistle. Now that is true from God’s side, and it will be true. But the test for me is, Is it true for me that “Christ is everything, and in all”? Every one of us here who loves Him, and who has the Holy Spirit to help us would no doubt say, ‘Yes, He deserves that first place’, and the Holy Spirit would help us to give Him it. So every situation that I am in, every decision I take, I can simply ask myself, ‘What would the Lord Jesus want me to do?’ If I am going to give Him the first place in any decision, what does that mean for my actions or my thoughts or whatever it might be? These are simple thoughts, dear brethren. I have just felt tested by it, by the need to make much of Christ, give Him the first place, really give Him everything. Christ is everything and in all! How much He deserves it. 

As we make much of Christ, I think we will make much of His people. So there is another “therefore”. “Put on therefore”. If we give the Lord Jesus the place of pre-eminence that He does deserve, then we will give His people a pre-eminence in our lives. We will put other believers before ourselves. You cannot put these things in verse 12 on without reference to other believers, because they are all in relation to other people, “bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering”. These are all features that are seen in our relationships with one another. I was struck by something I read in Mr. Taylor’s ministry on ‘Wells and Springs’ where he says, ‘If you make much of Christ you are sure to make much of the saints. If I do not make much of them, I cannot claim to love Christ, the Bridegroom, because the saints are His bride’ (JT Vol. 52, p.6). That came home to me; it is very practical. So these things in verses 12 and 13 come into our links with one another. As we make much of this blessed One who has died to secure us, it would not be difficult to make much, not only of Christ, although He has the pre-eminent place, but also of those whom He has secured. These are wonderful aspects of our relationships together, “bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another”. 

It is a wonderful thing to see how the most exalted truth can be applied in every aspect of our daily lives, while it is not disassociated from the worship of the Lord Jesus at the morning meeting. In thinking about what came before me, it struck me that it came out of something that was said in worship to the Lord Jesus as we broke bread together. May we all see that what we enjoy on a Lord’s day and what we enjoy in the service of God, we do not put in a box on Lord’s day evening and take it out again the next Lord’s day morning. It is all one thing and the Holy Spirit would help us to give Christ the pre-eminence every day of the week, every hour of the day. When we get up in the morning we think of Him. Before we go to bed, we think of Him. We speak to God about Him, and then as we give Him this place, we will want to give place to those whom He has called us to walk with in relationship. It is wonderful, this blessed system of which the Lord Jesus is Head and Centre. May we be stimulated in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
16 August 2011 

 


Scripture references

Colossians 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him. [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Colossians 3:1-11 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory. [5] Put to death therefore your members which [are] upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, vile passions, evil lust, and unbridled desire, which is idolatry. [6] On account of which things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. [7] In which *ye* also once walked when ye lived in these things. [8] But now, put off, *ye* also, all [these] things, wrath, anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language out of your mouth. [9] Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds, [10] and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him; [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.

Colossians 3:5 (JND) [5] Put to death therefore your members which [are] upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, vile passions, evil lust, and unbridled desire, which is idolatry.



EXTRACTS

That is the first word the Lord Jesus said in His preaching according to Mark. The Lord stands up and says, “The time is fulfilled ... repent and believe in the glad tidings”. It is not simply believe it, but believe in it; that is, take it on, and search it out, and see how much there is in it. If you believe in it, you will find that you love the truth more and more. A lover of truth is a person who looks into the great gospel epistle, Romans; it is the truth set out in the most orderly way to meet the conscience and heart of a repentant sinner, and every page of it induces love of the truth. 

You say, That is exactly what I want, that fits me, and I love it. The gospel implies the truth about myself, and the truth about God. And what is the truth about myself? Romans points out in a most convincing way the truth about man. The first chapter is the human race—the whole human race is under review, and the chapter shows, too, what it was from the outset. The second chapter is the Greek and the Jew, and the third chapter is that all are brought in guilty before God. Guilty! It is like a court; God being infinitely fair, it says in the psalm, “Jehovah looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God”, and He did not find any, so that all are brought in guilty. 

Do you love the truth? If you are an honest man or woman you do. We accept it as the divine judgment about ourselves, and we say we are utterly hopeless without redemption, and so God introduces redemption, and how beautiful it is in the end of chapter 3. He says the righteousness of God is revealed on the principle of faith, and he speaks of “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus ... that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”, Romans 3: 24–26. Do you not love that truth? Is there anyone here that does not love the truth? The day is shortly coming when men will believe a lie; a lie will be sent and they will believe it. It is a question of the love of the truth now, and I appeal to you as to the truth. And so these Ninevites all acknowledged the truth; the sackcloth was there and they all wore it; that is the garment to wear in drawing near to God. It is the garment that faith loves, it is repentance towards God; you hold nothing back. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 99, pp.273, 274) 

In a word, then, His humanity was perfect, all subject to God, all in immediate answer to His will, and the expression of it, and so necessarily in harmony. The hand that struck the chord found all in tune—all answered to the mind of Him whose thoughts of grace and holiness, of goodness, yet of judgment of evil, whose fulness of blessing in goodness were sounds of sweetness to every weary ear, and found in Christ their only expression. Every element, every faculty in His humanity, responded to the impulse which the divine will gave to it, and then ceased in a tranquillity in which self had no place. Such was Christ in human nature. While firm where need demanded, meekness was what essentially characterised Him as to contrast with others, because He was in the presence of God, His God, and all that in the midst of evil. His voice was not heard in the street, for joy can break forth in louder strains when all shall echo, “Praise his name, his glory”. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 1, p.118) 
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Scripture references

Romans 3:24-26 (JND) [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.
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