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CONTENTMENT AND PURSUIT

D. E. Burr 

1 Timothy 6: 6, 11, 12 

I would just like to say a word, beloved brethren, as to these two matters of contentment and pursuit. I think those of us that have known our brother will bear evidence that they were features that marked him during his life. In a certain sense they may seem a little paradoxical; if one is content, what is one pursuing? Likewise, why pursue if one has reached a state of contentment? But it is clear that the references are on the one hand to what is material and on the other to what is spiritual, and I think we can say, I personally have been local with our brother for nearly forty years, that he was marked by the feature of contentment. Especially this has come out in the last five years when there has been much that might have caused grief and complaint, but these have never been things that marked our brother; he has been marked by the spirit of contentment, and the acceptance of what God has allowed. No doubt he had something himself to learn in this, but then we all would have something to learn too, that we might take account of that particular feature of contentment and let it be the more in evidence. 

“But piety” it says, “with contentment” as though it is possible to have the one without the other. It is possible, I suppose, to be pious and yet at the same time to have a spirit of complaint, but the two (piety and contentment), to achieve the great gain, must go along together. So we can think of other examples; our brother has been content with his locality. I do not mean content exactly as it was, but to stay; he has been here throughout his long life, 

and as far as I know he had no thought of leaving it; he was content with the place where the Lord had set him. I suppose Ilford, like other places, might have had in the past, and have yet, the feature of what we speak of as Naomi, that which lacked popular appeal, that which is evidence in itself of the breakdown; but our brother was content, content to stay, and hence the more we shall miss him. We shall miss his ever-presence at the meeting here in particular; his ready willingness to see that the local gatherings proceeded, and he too, was ever willing to take on the service of the preaching of the glad tidings. Those of us that have the care of that service would know what it means to have someone that you can rely upon to stand in and fulfil that service. 

But then there is the side of pursuit, and I think we would say that we have seen that in our brother too, pursuit, after these desirable and essential objectives. I do not go into them in detail, but our brother surely could be regarded as a man of God who has pursued righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, certainly the feature of endurance has been very noticeable of recent years. Then to strive in the good conflict of faith—how much conflict there has been. Those of us that have experienced conflicts, and I think I can say that our brother and I entered into those in some measure together, as a part of the good conflict of faith, would have had in view the maintenance here of the truth and divine standards in all their purity and valuable worth. So, “Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called”. 

I suppose our brother, we could say, has had the final call to eternal life. Of course, he awaits the call, as we all do when the Lord shall come and claim us to be with Himself. But he has gone before, he has, we might say, laid hold of eternal life; he has been called to that, and has confessed 

the good confession. 

Well, we are not here exactly to speak about our brother, but then, on the other hand the occasion is convened for the simple reason that he has been called home to be with the Lord, and we are to learn from these happenings. I think there is something left behind that we can seek to follow and imitate, and ourselves be here in a contented condition waiting for the final call, but in the meantime in the pursuit of these things, and to lay hold of eternal life. I just suggest these thoughts that we may be stimulated, comforted and encouraged in the remainder of our time here. 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 6:6-12 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain. [7] For we have brought nothing into the world: [it is] [manifest] that neither can we carry anything out. [8] But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these. [9] But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and many unwise and hurtful lusts, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows. [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.



DISCIPLESHIP, BONDMANSHIP AND LABOURING

G. W. Easton 

Matthew 10: 24, 25 (to “as his lord”); 

Romans 16: 12 “who has laboured much in the Lord”; 1 Corinthians 16: 15, 16 

I have a simple impression to convey relating to our beloved brother in view of the help of each one of us. This scripture comes to mind as to the reason that our beloved brother has suffered so much during this last little while. It was said of another beloved servant of the Lord as to his suffering, and I believe we could say of our beloved brother as to this last little while, how patiently and yet how enduringly he has gone through. And in view, as it says in this scripture, of the disciple being as his Teacher. But, dear brethren, is it to remain there? I believe the Lord would speak to every one of our hearts in view of this being found in us at the present time. Our brother has served his generation and fallen asleep, but the word would come to each one of us as to our discipleship and the answer to it. A brother gave us a word yesterday evening as to the need for devotedness, and I believe we have seen these features, but are they to disappear, beloved brethren? May they be, in an increasing way, seen and appreciated at the present time by the Lord Himself in each one of us as committing ourselves to the path. It also refers to the bondman being as “his lord”, and I believe we are to take account of these features at the present time, the features of a bondman, doing what is required of him by “his lord”. It is very challenging and very searching. May there be present fruit from that. Let us think of all that we have seen and taken account of, as our brother has just reminded us, as to this feature of bondmanship, and become like our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I read from Romans 16 because I believe we could say this of our beloved brother that he “laboured much in the Lord”, under direction, in bondmanship, in relation to Him, in all that came to his hand to do. We think of the labours, and, as we say, the midnight oil that our brother has expended. May we now today, as baptised for the dead, commit ourselves to this indeed, to labour much in the Lord. None of us, except perhaps our dear sister, .would appreciate the full extent of the labour involved. 

I read from Corinthians because it says “and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service”—how true of our brother! And there is the exhortation to each one of us, “that ye should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring”. I believe, beloved brethren, it would call for fresh committals at this time. You see, there is a need, there is a place vacant, the brethren will understand what I mean by that, that the place our brother filled is now empty. May there be those coming forward in relation to this, “that ye should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring”. May this, indeed, be a word to us all to engage in this occupation of labouring in relation to the Lord and all that it means. May all our hearts be stirred freshly to commit ourselves to the Lord Jesus. How great and glorious! The time is not long, beloved brethren, not very long now, when He will come to claim His own, but let us be engaged in what is related to Him and His Lordship as bondmen. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 10:24-25 (JND) [24] The disciple is not above his teacher, nor the bondman above his lord. [25] [It is] sufficient for the disciple that he should become as his teacher, and the bondman as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more those of his household?

Romans 16:12 (JND) [12] Salute Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labour in [the] Lord. Salute Persis, the beloved, who has laboured much in [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 16:15-16 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) [16] that *ye* should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …



HEAVEN’S INTEREST IN THE DEATH OF THE SAINTS

R. Taylor 

Revelation 14: 13; 1 Thessalonians 4: 14–18 

These scriptures speak about heaven’s interest in the death of the saints. Death itself is a most solemn thing, it solemnizes the bravest and the boldest. It is a matter that has affected God beyond what we could ever feel or measure; it says He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (see Ezekiel 33: 11). Yet through the work of Christ, through the preciousness of that Holy One having been into death, God has made it a servant, He has brought spoil out of it, by the resurrection of Christ. 

In the book of Revelation which contains a good deal of woes, there are certain times the word “blessed” is used and this is one of them. It says, “I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in the Lord”. It is heaven speaking here, amidst all the calamities, and while the setting of the passage is referring to another day, the application of it would remain—“Blessed the dead who die in the Lord”. It could not be said of every believer, but it was true of our brother, he died in the Lord. The expression means to die in harness; he could have retired, he had much cause to sit back, but he was an overcomer. May we be encouraged to do that, dear brethren, that however dark the days, however much the opposition, however great the breakdown, may we set ourselves to die in service; die in harness! Naboth in the Old Testament (1 Kings 21: 3) who would not sell his inheritance, while under great pressure to settle for something less, he died in the Lord. Many others we could speak of; Urijah the Hittite, told to go to his house, he says, Where is the ark? Where is the testimony? Where are the servants of my lord? There I want to be (see 2 Samuel 11). May we be committed; dear brethren, to the work, committed to what heaven is interested in, the testimony here that is precious to heaven. 

Think of all the sorrows of this book, and heaven’s pleasure in saying, “Blessed the dead who die in the Lord”. Then the Spirit answers, “Yea, saith the Spirit”. Not only heaven, but the Spirit of God is here, it says, “Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours”. 

There will be a resting time, it is not at the moment—“that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them”. What an encouragement, dear brethren, that heaven is so interested in the death of the saints, interposed like this in this book with this precious “Blessed”. Well, may we be encouraged to be committed to His interests to be among those who die in the Lord. The testimony is still here beset by foes, with much weakness in the way we do things, but there are the things of the Lord, to be attended to, I would say the things of our Lord. Can you say, The things of my Lord? Our brother took them up like that. 

In Thessalonians there is another expression. It is very beautiful the way that heaven is interested there in the saints. It speaks of them as “those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”. Think of that precious touch, which can be applied to our brother too; the One that he loved, that Name so dear, he has “fallen asleep through Jesus”. “The dead in Christ”, that is another expression; it would include every believer; every one who has put their trust in Christ. Even in death they are distinguished from unbelievers, “The dead in Christ”, it says, 

“shall rise first”. See how the Lord has control over death. We have proved His sympathy, His succour and priestly grace and mercy and love in our lives, but even in death it is not absent. He is still there—“asleep through Jesus”, and now “the dead in Christ”—they are well cared for, dear brethren, the most already with Him. Paul says about that portion that it is very much better. Our brother is already there; his spirit already with Christ, which is very much better. It says, “and the dead in Christ shall rise first”—a very precious experience for them. There will be those that are alive who will be caught up, but the dead in Christ will make a very precious contribution to the assembly. They have passed through another experience that will add its tone to what the assembly is in its preciousness to Christ. He is in control of the whole matter. 

It says, “then we, the living who remain”. I would just like to speak of that word, “the living who remain”; that is all of us here. How are we going to remain? Pleasing ourselves? I think the word has application directly of course to remaining till the coming of the Lord, but, How do we remain? Do we remain in the testimony? May it be so that we will, and find comfort in the love, that is not only interested in us in life, but is there present at the very moment of death. He will keep them till that hour of the Father’s own direction when we “shall be caught up together” that very precious word, “together with them ... to meet the Lord in the air”. May this hope be kept brighter in our hearts for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. F. C. Mutton, Redbridge
12 June 1991 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 14:13 (JND) [13] And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in [the] Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (JND) [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Ezekiel 33:11 (JND) [11] Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

1 Kings 21:3 (JND) [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!

2 Samuel 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the time when kings go forth, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they laid waste the [land of the] children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David abode at Jerusalem. [2] And it came to pass at evening time that David arose from off his couch, and walked upon the roof of the king's house; and from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful; [3] and David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Urijah the Hittite? …



THOSE OF WHOM GOD IS NOT ASHAMED

G. C. McKay 

Hebrews 11: 13–16; 2 Timothy 1: 7, 8 

I was thinking, dear brethren, of the character of the persons of whom God is not ashamed. 

That expression comes into the earlier part of Hebrews where Jesus is not ashamed to call us His brethren (Hebrews 2: 11), the Sanctifier and the sanctified being all of one, a wonderful effect and result of the work of Christ. But here the persons, I think, qualify practically in their pathway to be regarded in that way; “wherefore”, it says, “God is not ashamed of them”. 

A wonderful line of faith is depicted in this chapter. Our brother has been speaking of the way that the young people might be affected by us, and this section reminds us of that, the line of faith, which also comes into 2 Timothy. It continues not only because there is the side of the work of God, although that is essential, but also because things are passed on and imparted. Those of whom God is not ashamed would seem to allude especially to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, those that went out and were strangers and 

sojourners. Abraham “sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob” (Hebrews 11: 9)—the father, and the son, and the grandson. A grandfather living in a tent, a sojourner, and the son likewise, and the grandson the same—together, living in tents, living a life of faith, a most, remarkable position. They had given up the place that they had left, given it up entirely. They did not go back. They did not even seem to think of going back—“if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned”. They were seeking a better, a heavenly. 

So Abraham went out from Ur of the Chaldeans. They left the cities of men; they left the world; they went out. Abraham went out to the land that Jehovah would show him, a long journey, and the narrative says, “into the land of Canaan they came”. There was the land of promise that he could look at and walk through, what God was promising him, and he was in it as a stranger; he did not own it at all. When he wanted a cave to bury his wife, he had to buy the field. He was in Canaan but it was not his; in promise it was, but in literality he was just a stranger and a sojourner. He knew that God’s promise would be true and that that land would belong to his seed, but as for himself he lived in tents in that land. He did not build any cities there, but just lived there as a stranger and sojourner. He said that to the sons of Heth when he was buying the field of Ephron, “I am a stranger and a sojourner” (Genesis 23: 4), but the sons of Heth could say he was a prince of God; God was not ashamed of him. He had only a small company but yet God was not ashamed of them. He sets out the path of faith for us, that we just give up everything here. We do not own a thing here; that is really what it is. 

He dwelt in the land of promise as a stranger. Why? What had come into his soul as he sojourned in the land as he traversed it? Something better came into his affections. That is what it says here, “And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly”, a heavenly inheritance. Abraham will have a heavenly inheritance. 

So with ourselves, we are not to have anything here. Everything is in faith, everything is in promise. It will be ours, but it will be a heavenly and it will be a better portion. God is not ashamed of such persons. This is the kind of persons they are; they confess they are strangers and sojourners on the earth, they show clearly that they seek their country. They make no claims, they do not take up an expanding position here, because they have something better. 

God is not ashamed of persons like that, these pilgrims and sojourners, to be called their God. 

He says that to Abraham at one point. He made a covenant “to be a God to thee”, Genesis 17: 7. And “he has prepared for them a city”—Wonderful divine thoughts! 

So what a position the path of faith is, to own nothing, absolutely nothing, here, and have everything in faith. The Spirit is the Earnest of the inheritance. He brings into our affections what will be ours. The heavenly inheritance is ours, a better one than anything this earth could ever afford, better than the earthly families will have, even as enjoying things in the millennium. Our portion is far, far greater, for it is heavenly and blessed. God has prepared a city for persons of whom He is not ashamed. 

Well, the question might arise as to whether we might be ashamed. I read in Timothy because of that. The Lord Jesus speaks in two of the gospels of persons being ashamed; “whosoever shall be ashamed of me”, He says, “and of my words”, Mark 8: 38. That is a testing thing because we tend to waver and become ashamed, the pathway being so different from the world if we confess that we are strangers and sojourners. “Those that confess such things”; not only living a life that shows that your outlook is just a tent, a short sojourn here, but actually confessing and saying clearly that you are not looking for anything here. Well, we are going to leave it shortly in any case, whether we have little or much here, but that is not the point at all; it is a matter of what is heavenly. 

So I thought the question would arise as to whether we are prepared to confess to these things and speak about what our hope really is; to give an account of the hope that is within us. 

There is not only what is borne testimony to in our lives but what is also borne testimony to by our words. So with Timothy, this wonderful line of faith, comes down from his grandmother and his mother to himself, and he has to be exhorted not to be ashamed—“Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings”. What an exhortation that is! That is the Christian prospect down here—to suffer. The prospect on high is glory and blessedness and we have the earnest of that in our hearts. Suffering is the order of the day in 2 Timothy, “suffer evil along with the glad tidings”. Cast in your lot with the people of God, certainly, in the way they are suffering reproach, as Moses did of old indeed, but also “suffering evil along with the glad tidings”. Is it going to be a position of weakness? Outwardly, yes, reproach and scoffing, but inwardly there is going to be power because it is “according to the power of God”. 

Well, Paul in the same section speaks about 

himself not being ashamed, “I am not ashamed”, he says, and “I suffer”. That is a test, as we have been reminded recently, to be able to say something that you are in the good of; we say so much that we feel we are just reaching out to ourselves, but Paul tells Timothy to suffer, and then he says, “I suffer”. There is a great deal of moral power in that; there is actually very little moral power in exhorting someone to do something you are not doing yourself, but moral power lies in doing the thing yourself. “For which cause also”, he says in verse 12, “I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed”. What force that has when someone can say they are doing this; they are in the path; so you follow in the path. “I know whom I have believed”. 

Then the section does not finish without Onesiphorus, who was not ashamed of Paul’s chain. 

Scripture, you see, gives us examples. It gives us exhortations which have moral authority because of those that speak, and then sets out examples. You will find an example somewhere in someone. Someone is setting out the truth. I always think that is an encouraging thing, even in these days of such smallness and weakness and frailty. Someone is setting out the very truth, I need help in. I am weak, and someone is setting it out specially. 

Onesiphorus is doing that—“he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found me”, (2 Timothy 1: 16, 17). So that we can find examples; our exercise would be to be examples, but in any case examples are there, that we should not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of the glad tidings. There are the two sides, for persons that are on such a line are persons of whom God is not ashamed; He is willing to be known as their God and He has prepared a city for them. 

Well, what a position the Christian’s position is, an astonishing position really; to be just a suffering pilgrim here with no claims at all, and yet to own everything, to have a wonderful heavenly inheritance, the earnest of it in his heart, and the testimony of it too on his lips. 

Well, may we be helped just to fill that out a little more, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
11 December 1990 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:13-16 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. [14] For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek [their] country. [15] And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

2 Timothy 1:7-8 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Hebrews 11:9 (JND) [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise;

Genesis 23:4 (JND) [4] I am a stranger and a sojourner with you; give me a possession of a sepulchre with you, that I may bury my dead from before me.

Genesis 17:7 (JND) [7] And I will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after thee in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee.

Mark 8:38 (JND) [38] For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the Son of man also be ashamed when he shall come in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

2 Timothy 1:16-17 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me]



THE CROSS OF JESUS

D. J. Hutson 

John 19: 17, 18; Luke 23: 39–43; Galatians 2: 20; 6: 14 

I think it would be right to say that the cross of Jesus is a focal point of time and eternity, and it is necessary therefore for every one of us to take our place in relation to it. It was the place of the resolution of every question which had ever entered into the world to mar what God had created for His own pleasure. “By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. How was that great question to be met? It was met at the cross of Jesus. God Himself determined the place where it should be met, that is John’s gospel. “He went out, bearing his cross, to the place called place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha”. I believe that indicates that God Himself has taken the initiative in relation to this great matter, this, may I say, plague, of the human race; He Himself has taken the initiative and determined the place where it should be resolved to His own entire and absolute satisfaction, and that place by the cross of Jesus. 

So it says, “they crucified him, and with him two others”, and John the writer of this gospel says, “one on this side, and one on that, and Jesus in the middle”; that is that he placed himself in relation to the cross of Jesus. When he said, “this side”, it was evidently the side that he was on, and I believe what is to be determined in the going out of the glad tidings is the question as to where we stand in relation to the cross of Jesus. Are you on this side or are you on that? John was on this side, he says, “one on this side, and one on that”. As I said it is a focal point and every one of us must take our place in relation to it, and consider who was there, none other than the blessed Son of God Himself, as Paul alludes to Him in Galatians, 

“the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me” (Galatians 2: 20). In order that that great question which rests upon you and me, the burden of our sins, the sinful state in which we are, in which we come short of God’s glory, might be resolved to God’s satisfaction. God Himself came into the matter in the Person of Jesus, and, as I said, He determined where and how the matter should be resolved. Now it is for every one of us to determine where we stand in relation to it—“one on this side, and one on that”. 

So I read about the two others who were crucified with Him. One of them spoke insultingly to Him, “Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us”. No appreciation, no recognition of the Person who was there or the work that He was to accomplish; no appreciation of who was there or why He was there. I believe that, speaking simply, we could say that he was on that side. May it be that no one here, may I say no one under the sound of the word tonight, is found on that side, rejecting Christ. It is a feature of the days in which we are, Jude speaks of 

it, in the last days shall come mockers (Jude 18), it is the day in which we are. It is something which is very near to us and we have to be guarded against it. If we are anything of that character then we are on that side. But thank God there was not only John, but there was another who was on this side, and I believe that it would indicate in a sense the way that John found his place on this side. And, dear friend, it is the way that you can find your place on this side, on the side of one who could speak of himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

Not that the love of Jesus was not in relation to all, it was for sinners Jesus died, but this man recognized the necessity of the fear of God, “Dost thou too not fear God”. What a word that is, in the Scripture, that “each of us: shall give an account concerning himself to God”, Romans 14: 12. Has every one of us here, every one, faced that matter, to give an account to God? Day by day, what account can you give to God? Think of this solemn indictment across the race, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. What account can you give in relation to it? Does it not cause you to fear God, not only the fear of a Judge, but reverential fear, although it does say He is to judge the living and the dead (see 2 Timothy 4: l)? He has a basis for it in the death of Jesus, because everything has been met to His satisfaction by that blessed One at the cross. So He is about to judge, but the glad tidings are that He is a Saviour God; He does not desire that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

So he says, “thou that art under the same judgment”. Do you see that Jesus was there under the judgment because that was the judgment that was due to you? Not simply the judgment which man accorded to Him—but there to be under the unsparing, unmitigated judgment of a holy sin-hating 

God, because He was to bear the sins of all who put their trust in Him, in His body on the tree. As accepting that in faith that He was there for you, you can come over on to this side, on to the side where there are those who love Jesus, who are conscious of His present love, who have part in that which is here bound together by the Holy Spirit, and which is able to answer to it not only personally but collectively in the light of the assembly. That is what is on this side, and we would plead with any that you might come over to this side by seeing that this blessed Person was there under the judgment that was deserved by you. “Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? and we indeed justly”. That is where I should have been, banished for ever from the presence of a holy sin-hating God, that is where my sins would put me, but thank God those sins have been laid on Jesus. The reality of it, that He bore them in His body on the tree; it was not anything mystical or ethereal but it was in His body, the real sufferings of Jesus from which the eye of man was shadowed by the darkness, when He endured that unmitigated judgment, when He went under the judgment of God which for me and for you would have involved an eternity of banishment from His presence. Can we ever measure, can we ever have any conception of what it was to Jesus to suffer there? The judgment that was due to you and to me was borne there by Jesus. “For we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”. Oh, we want to tell you about this Man. We do not want to occupy you with yourself and your sins and your failings, although you will have to face it, but we want to tell you about this Man, we want to tell you about Jesus, I want to tell you about what He has done. He has died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and He was buried, and raised again the third day according to the Scriptures, and now He is in the glory, a living, glorified Saviour able to save 

completely all who come unto God by Him. Oh what a Saviour He is, this Man who has done nothing amiss. He went about doing good, healing all that were under Satan’s power for God was with Him, and yet at the end of that life nothing but hatred was drawn out from the heart of man. Man meted to the sinless One the cross, but thank God, before it, speaks of Him being taken by the hand of lawless men and crucified and slain, it says He was “given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God”, Acts 2: 23. Where man’s inveterate hatred was manifest to the full. God’s love was shown in all its fulness in that great sacrifice. 

Oh, what He meant to God! Who can say? What a sacrifice! The life of Jesus in the condition of blood and flesh was in the same condition in which we are but apart from sin. He took part in blood and flesh, something which was not His by nature, but He came into it, being who He is in His Person (see Hebrews 2: 14). Can we conceive what it meant? He who is over all God blessed for ever; He who spake and it was done, commanded and it stood fast, brought worlds into being and upholds them by the word of His power, came into these conditions and came in at the weakest point as a babe in Bethlehem’s manger, and throughout that whole life displayed nothing but what was absolutely pleasurable to His God and Father; the only such life in that condition of blood and flesh; never was there a life like it before, never will there be one like it again. But God, had it for that short period of time, and having had it He has given it up for ever; He will never have it again. But thank God because of that great sacrifice He will have many who will have part in a new life in a new condition, in a new order of things altogether. Oh, what a result!—a result of such a sacrifice, a result in which you can have part by taking your place on this side like this repentant malefactor. You can contribute nothing to that scene, save your sins and your sinful condition and state, but thank God as contributing that and owning it in repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, a present living exalted Saviour, you can come into the joy of what it is to live, like we sometimes sing in the hymn, ‘Made me live and live to God’ (No. 396). Although this dear man only had a few hours to live I suppose. 

But the Lord Jesus was not to die as other men die, His death was as much a miracle as His birth, He went into death in power with a loud cry. I take it that normally a crucified man would have been left there to succumb to weakness and starvation and exposure, and to die a lingering death, maybe into days, as such a death it was. But Jesus died in power. He went into death, broke its power, as He invaded that dark domain death had to give way. “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. 

He was in power, so that even that centurion who no doubt had witnessed other such lingering deaths, the cruellest death, it has been said, that ever man has meted out to his fellows, could say, “Truly this man was Son of God”, Matthew 27: 54. That is who was there completing that great work on God’s behalf, so that the gospel might be preached, may I say, in Walton tonight. So that you might be under the sound of it, so that you might have the opportunity of repentance, and taking your stand on this side with John and with all those who love Jesus, all those who acknowledge He died for them. 

So he says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”; you see this man came into full salvation, although he had so little time to live. We are left here to live and we need salvation while we live, and salvation for us in this world is found in the same way as this man found it—“if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart is believed to righteousness; and with the mouth confession made to salvation”, Romans 10: 9, 10. So he confessed with the mouth Jesus as Lord, and he anticipated He would be raised from the dead, and he said, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. 

Dear friend, Christianity is not a question of going to heaven when you die, it is not a question of the future, though the future is glorious; no past for the Christian but the cross, no future but the glory, but then there is the present time in which we need salvation, and salvation is found in no other, for there is no other, name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. So although for this dear man it was “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”, we are left here in the testimony and from a risen and glorified Saviour the Holy Spirit has come so that we might be able to confess Jesus as Lord, and prove that the name of the Lord is a strong tower and the righteous runneth into it and is safe. Oh, what a Saviour He is! able to save completely, as has been said many times, ‘an all-the-way-home Saviour’. Saved from your sins, saved from your sinful state, saved from the man that sinned. 

Jesus was buried. He was taken by loving hands and buried; man determined his grave with the wicked but He was with the rich in His death. Think of that dear man, Joseph of Arimathaea, who laid Him in his own new tomb hewn in a rock, and every time he would have gone by and seen that empty tomb, he would have said, ‘that is where I should have been, and that is where He was for me’. Can you say that—that He was there for you? He suffered vicariously and He was buried vicariously to remove from God’s sight the man that in you and me constantly comes short of God’s glory, and in His risen life there is life for us out of 

Death in the power of the Spirit, so that we can live for Him in the very scene where He died for us. What a Saviour He is! What a complete salvation, all available to us in the power of the Holy Spirit as putting our trust in Him. 

Well, I read in Galatians as to the cross. In a sense I suppose this man that I was speaking of on this side, he could say, “I am crucified with Christ”, literally he was, but “and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me”. How wonderful that is to have the life of a risen Man; a life that is not related to flesh and blood, a life which is here in the power of an indwelling Spirit that has come from an exalted Christ. So that what comes into expression now is no longer that man that sins and comes short of God’s glory, but what comes into expression is Christ, another Man coming into expression here in testimony where Jesus was. So that the life of Jesus, the life which is beyond death is manifest in our mortal flesh, taking it upon ourselves, as it says, “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus”, 2 Corinthians 4: 10. We recognize that this is but a scene for us where we are constantly related to the death of Jesus. 

No place for Jesus here, no place for me. Can you say that? But then always delivered unto death on account of Jesus. God in His ways with us, in His dealings with us, would bring it to bear upon us, but all with the great end in view that the life also of Jesus, the life of the risen Man, might be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

So he says, “Christ lives in me”; but we are still here you see. It is not mystical, we are still here, still in blood and flesh, “but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”—live by faith of the Son of God; the Man who is the centre of another world. So we are drawn away from this world and all its attractions and all its allurements because we are living in relation to another Man in another world. That is really what eternal life is, it is life in relation to another Man in another world. Not simply life in another world, but life in relation to another Man in another world who is the Sustainer of life. Think of that title of Joseph, the Sustainer of life, the great Administrator, the One who is administering the blessing at the present time under the hand of God; the One that the Father loves and has given all things to be in His hand, the great Administrator and Sustainer of life. So he says, “I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. 

Well, I read in Galatians 6, because again I think it shows the focal point of the cross. It says, “But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”. It is as though the cross is there, as it says in John’s gospel, “and Jesus in the middle” (John 19: 18), and on one side there is the believer in Jesus and on the other side is the world. The cross stands between, and there is no way that the one or the other can be put together, the cross is the great dividing line between the believer in Jesus and the world. How oft we sing it, we may sing it again at the end of this meeting, and I trust we may sing it with more fervour and reality perhaps than we have done before, as to the cross and its demands upon us, ‘Demands my soul, my life, my all!’ (Hymn 272). These are the words of one who has taken his place on this side; one who has taken his place like. Paul as saying, “far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”. All the world was exposed there, and John showing it particularly in its religious 

character puts the Hebrew first; Luke who has in mind the Gentiles puts the Greek first in the languages that were used in the superscription of Jesus, but John says, Hebrew and Latin and Greek. The religious man—how subtle, how dangerous—is included ‘under the same judgment’, but the cross is there and the world in every form on the one side and the believer in Jesus on the other. May it be that if any still have their links in the world that they come right over, make a clean cut by the cross of Jesus, and take their stand where they can be true and faithful to Him, as I said, to live for Him in the scene where He died for us. For His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Walton-on-the-Naze
25 November 1990 
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John 19:17-18 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha; [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Jude 1:18 (JND) [18] that they said to you, that at [the] end of the time there should be mockers, walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses.

Romans 14:12 (JND) [12] So then each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Matthew 27:54 (JND) [54] But the centurion, and they who were with him on guard over Jesus, seeing the earthquake and the things that took place, feared greatly, saying, Truly this [man] was Son of God.

Romans 10:9-10 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved. [10] For with [the] heart is believed to righteousness; and with [the] mouth confession made to salvation.

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Galatians 6 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted. [2] Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ. [3] For if any man reputes himself to be something, being nothing, he deceives himself; …

John 19:18 (JND) [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.



A LIFE OF ACTIVITY IN OBSCURITY

J. N. Darby 

What was then the life of this Jesus, the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief? A life of activity in obscurity, causing the love of God to penetrate the most hidden corners of society, wherever needs were greatest; among those whom human pride repelled, in order to maintain its own reputation, but whom the love of God sought, because He needed not to establish for Himself a reputation, or to keep one. He was always the same; and the more He apparently compromised Himself, the more He manifested Himself in a perfection which never belied itself. The love of God needed not, like human society, to protect itself from that which laid it too bare. It was always itself. The toilsome life of Jesus was passed in seeking souls in all circumstances. It went through everything that could put it to the proof, but we 

see in it a divine reality which never failed; then—in presence of self-righteousness and pride, and the tyrannical boldness of the contradiction of sinners, or in favour of some poor crushed soul, or lastly, to justify the ways of God in their favour—we discover in it from time to time a divine mine of touching, exquisite thoughts, a depth of truth which betrayed its perfection by its simplicity, showing a soul always fed with the most intimate communion with infinite love and perfect holiness. 

 


KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES

J. Taylor 

I would earnestly commend the precious Scriptures, especially to the children and young men and women. How many of us regret with all our hearts that we have not given more time to the Scriptures, that we do not know them better! The apostle Paul said to Timothy, “From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures”, 2 Timothy 3: 15. 

Let me earnestly entreat the young under no circumstances to neglect the Scriptures; even if you do not understand them, know them. Timothy knew them, if he did not fully understand them, from his childhood. 

Extract from J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 89, p, 443)
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.
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