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NEARNESS TO CHRIST

P.Martin

John 17:24-26;19:25-27; 20:10-17; 21:19 from “And having” - 22

I desire to draw from these passages, beloved brethren, and say a word about nearness to Christ.  When the Lord Jesus came in into manhood, it says in the prophet, “He is despised and left alone of men”, Isa.53:3.  “Left alone of men”.  As far as men were concerned, He was a lonely Man; how much He must have felt that.  The One who was none less than the Creator of the universe, the One who had given being to everything, and yet coming into manhood, He was left alone of men.  In His coming, He had in view, especially in John’s gospel, that He was going to go to another world.  The scripture says, “knowing that ...he should depart out of this world to the Father”, and “knowing …that he came out from God and was going to God”, John 13.1,3.  That was the character of the movements of the Lord Jesus in John’s gospel; He was going to another place.  In those movements of divine love, and in the way in which He served His own, He had in mind that they should have part with Him in another world.  We have been touching something of that world in these meetings.  I found confirmation in the meetings that have preceded this one, because the Lord Jesus, in speaking to the Father in John chapter 17, was not only asking that we might share the place that He has, but that we might be with Him.  We often quote this verse in chapter 17, “I desire that where I am they also may be”, but that is not the full quotation.  He said, that they “also may be with me”.

“With me”.  He came in, beloved brethren, to secure men from one world, these men that the Father had given Him, and to take them out of this world into another world in which He would be the Centre.  The Father has given much to Christ, as we see in John 17.  He has given Him authority.  He has given Him glory; there is glory that we do not see or share, but the Father has given Him glory that we can share.  He also gave Him the Father’s name (John 17:11) in order that it might be made known.  Think of the fulness of what was given to Christ, but the Father also gave Him men out of the world, men that were in divine purpose, persons who had kept company with Him.  The eleven had kept company with Him; they had seen Him in a path of suffering, in a path of rejection by men.  They had watched Him in those lowly footsteps, even serving them as He laid aside His garments and took the wash hand basin and served them.  They had seen Him in that lowly character.  But when we come to chapter 17, He is speaking to the Father, not of these men as accompanying Him in the scene through which He was passing, but now He was speaking of the longing that was in His heart that they should be with Him where He is.  

What a wonderful thing was in the heart of Christ; “that they may behold my glory”.  There was a moral glory in the humility of the movements of Jesus, there was moral glory in His obedience, for “he learned obedience from the things which he suffered, Heb.5:8.  There was a moral glory in His dependence.  Beloved, there are myriads of glories that belong to Him, but He said here to the Father that He longed that His own might be with Him where He is to behold the glory “which thou hast given me”.  One could not enumerate the aspects of the glory that have been given to Christ, but the impression that it leaves on one’s soul is that in the scene into which He was passing, and in which He longed for His own to be with Him, they might see Him as the One who was distinctive in the Father’s affections, distinctive to the Father.  He has myriads of glories that we behold, but which we could not share, glories that are His, and His alone.  In that sphere, He says, ‘I long that they might be with Me and that they might behold them’, “for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”.

We know little about what was there before time, but one thing we do know is that love was there.  There were three divine Persons, known to us now as the Father, and as the Son and as the Holy Spirit.  They did not have those titles then, but what we do know is that love was there.  What a scene!  That love required that it should make itself known to hearts like yours and mine, dear brother and sister, and to secure our hearts and hold them in the realm in which divine love is at home.  That is what the Father had in view, and what the Lord Jesus had in view, in coming into this scene; that He might secure men and fill their hearts and hold them in the scene where that love is at rest.  What an answer to the suffering pathway of the Lord Jesus.  The Father glorified Him in raising Him from among the dead, when all else lay in death.  That was a selective resurrection from among the dead, the Father finding His delight in raising Christ.  He had found His delight in every moment of His pathway.  It has been said in relation to the oblation, that everything that the Father longed for in man, He found it in Jesus and nothing was there that did not please Him.  What perfection, what excellence!  All that was there in that lowly pathway of perfection was carried through death, as the hymn writer says,

‘All brought through death to shine eternally’

                              (Hymn 229)

He is there in the presence of the Father, and He says, “I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory”.

Someone may say to me, ‘Well, of course we are waiting for that’.  So we are, in its fulness, and when we see Him, we shall be like Him.  We shall be in bodies of glory like His own body of glory; what a triumph that will be, that we who have borne the image of the one made of dust will bear the image of the heavenly One (1Cor.15:49).  But I believe that the gift of the Holy Spirit, as having come from an ascended Christ, is to give us a glimpse of the place that Christ already has in the presence of the Father, and to give us the assurance that that place is ours now.  You may say, ‘I am waiting for it for when I die’.  Why wait till you die?  Why wait for the inheritance?  An inheritance has been left to us and the desire is that we should enter into it now.  We have the earnest of our inheritance in the gift of the Holy Spirit, so that we might experience currently the glorious things that centre in Christ in the presence of the Father as the One who is crowned with glory and honour.  I say to my own soul, and maybe to those here who are younger than I am, ask the Holy Spirit to give you an impression of the current glories of Jesus.  He will love to do it!  Ask Him.  You might ask, ‘Does it work?’ Try it!  This room is full of persons who have asked the Spirit, and who have been given impressions of the Lord’s glory that fill their hearts and make them well forth like the writer in Psalm 45.  “My heart is welling forth with a good matter: I say”, not what someone else has written, but “I say what I have composed” (v.1).  That is the result of the Spirit manifesting in your heart something of the glories of Jesus.

In chapter 19 there were persons who were with Jesus in the most testing moment of His pathway here.  These verses bring out the public aspect of the believer’s path.  I know that from another aspect, the testimony is to a glorified Christ, and so it is, but the public position is that of standing by the cross.  The place of the believer is to stand by the cross.  John knew that.  He says earlier that there were two malefactors who were crucified with Jesus.  John tells us that one was on “this side” (John 19:18), where John was standing.  Where are you standing tonight?  There were many groups of persons at the cross.  Every group of humanity was represented there.  It says prophetically of our Lord Jesus in Psalm 22, “Many bulls have encompassed me; Bashan’s strong ones have beset me round” (v.12).  I suppose they were the Pharisees and the doctors of the law.  Then He said, “For dogs have encompassed me” (v.16).  Think of what feelings were in His heart as He said that, “For dogs have encompassed me”; they were the Roman soldiers.  We know from the gospels that the Roman soldiers were there; they parted His garments, they stood watch.  The centurion stood watch.  That man had led his soldiers against the enemies of Rome, and now he received a commission to guard the Saviour hanging on the cross.  How empty the world system is!  Then there were passers-by – I suppose they were going about their business.  It says that they mocked.

Which group are you in, dear friend?  Are you standing “this side”, where John stood, and these women with him?  You may say, ‘Oh well yes, I am a believer, so I am standing there’.  Do you look like it when you go to work on Monday?  Do you look as if you are standing by the cross?  Do you speak like it?  Peter did not stand by the cross.  Morally he was not standing by the cross when he stood by the fire in the house of the high priest (Mark 14:54).  Not only did he deny the Lord, but he denied Him with swearing and curses (Mark 14:71).  If I am not standing by the cross, the refinement of spiritual language will be lost, and I will take on the language of the world.  But John stood there, and the Lord Jesus saw him, and these women, standing by the cross.  What a comfort that must have been to Jesus.  It was because John was standing there that he was given something.  It says, “Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved”.  Has He seen you standing by the cross, dear friend?  He takes account of everything.  He knows if I am standing by the cross.  He saw John standing there.  In the moment of His greatest suffering, He says to His mother, “Woman, behold thy son”.  It was that kind of person that He could commit His mother to, someone who was standing by the cross.  Then He said to John, for we know it was John, “Behold thy mother”.  How safe His mother would be as cared for by someone who was standing by the cross.  “And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home”.  I believe that John’s home would have been characterised by the demarcation that the cross makes between the world and the scene of eternal life.

Paul said, ”far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”, Gal.6:14.  It was not the Romans who crucified Paul to the world; it was Paul who did it.  Why did he do it?  Because it was the cross of Jesus Christ; the One who loved him, delivered Himself up for him, gave Himself for him.  Paul says in principle ‘that blessed Man has ended the world as far as I am concerned, and for me, the man that finds his place in the world and belongs in the world, has to be put to death’.  So Paul says, “through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”.  That is what Paul arrived at; the world was crucified to him. The Lord Jesus is not now on the cross actually, but the moral bearing of the cross and the word of the cross are to be carried with us as we go through the scene of testimony.  I might add that it is to be carried into our houses, because the household of the believer is different to the household of the world.  You remember the Israelites in Egypt; they were different, they had light in their dwellings.  That is what is to mark the household of the believer. 

In chapter 20, we have Mary standing by the tomb.  Peter and John had gone away to their own home.  John believed; it does not say that Peter believed, but it says that John believed and went back to his home.  But Mary, it says, “stood at the tomb weeping”.  Think of this woman standing there alone.  The Lord Jesus came and found her there.  The Lord Jesus will find exercised souls, He always does.  If I am not in exercise, He may come and prompt my conscience and my affections, as He has done often, but where there is exercise, He cannot stay away.  That is what happened with Mary.  Dear brethren, you may have received something in the meetings we have had today, and you may take it away in your soul.  It may only be a snippet of what we have had, and that is probably true for most of us.  But if it remains with you, and you pray about it and speak to the Spirit about it, and ask that what came to you as light might be formed in your soul, I can assure you that the Lord will commit Himself to that and strengthen you in it so that you might be drawn nearer to Him.  How faithful He is.   The disciples were not here at the tomb, but how faithful He was.  Here was a woman standing by the tomb, and He said to her “Mary”.  He was going to open up to her that the order of life in which she had known Him was now finished.  That life had been laid down.  So He said to her, “Touch me not”.  He did not say, ‘Touch Me not, for I have died’.  He said, “Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended”.  She was not going to have a part with Him as the Centre upon the earth even as risen.  The Lord has not given us a Centre that is now on the earth.  In those forty days during which He moved among them in resurrection, there was a certain mystery in these movements of the Lord Jesus, but He was not going to remain their Object upon the earth.  He was going to be their Object as the One who was ascending to the Father and opening up to them relationships that were theirs, and in which He Himself distinctively had a part in His own relation with the Father.  I like what Mr. Doughty says in his hymn:-

‘But on resurrection’s morning,

 To Thine own Thou didst declare

That Thy Father was their Father,

 And His love they now might share’.

(Hymn 117)

How wonderful that here on this resurrection morning, He speaks to this woman who was so drawn to Christ and had Him in her affections to the exclusion of everything else.  He told her what He was going to do – He was going to ascend to the Father, “to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.  They had heard the Lord Jesus speak of the Father in the circumstances in which they had been, and in which He had been.  He had spoken to them of the Father’s provision and of His care, and that remains.  You can speak to the Father about your circumstances, for He knows about them and enters into them, and provides for us.  You can even speak to Him about your circumstances, and the desire that you have to be present at the weeknight meetings, and the Father will enter into that.  If He sees real exercise, He may, in His grace, provide you with a way in which to be present at the weeknight meetings.  Some of us have proved these things, it is not a theory.

But He was not speaking of such circumstantial things here.  He had spoken of such things so perfectly and so fully before this, but now He was speaking of another order of relationship in which everything is centred in another world.  And the Father, the One who had affection for Christ, was going to have affection for those who are Christ’s, and was going to glorify them;  “but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified”, Rom.8:30.  How wonderful, dear brethren, that our portion is where Christ is!  Our portion is not where He was.  He came to where I was and entered into the circumstances in which I was, only sin apart, in order that I might enter into the circumstances where He is, and might share the Father’s love.  Jesus says “that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them”.  As ascending to the Father, He is to become the object of our affections, and we are loved with the same character of love with which the Father loves Him.  

This is beyond the meeting of our need.  What divine Persons have in view is not only the meeting of our need, although that is essential.  If there is anyone here who is still a sinner without a Saviour, dear friend, I would say to you that the Lord Jesus is right near you, available to you to call upon while He may be found.   But the Lord Jesus is not speaking to Mary here about the meeting of her need, He is speaking of the Father’s heart and the longings that the Father has that there should be men like Christ.  How wonderful!  What a privilege to be given the gift of the Holy Spirit; the Spirit that is in Christ where He is glorified is the same blessed divine Person that is in us.  How great is that divine Person!  How fresh and how full are the words that He is imparting; “but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”, John 16:13.  Think of the communications that are coming from another world, a world to which we belong.  The Spirit is serving us at present to occupy our hearts, not only with the world above, but with the One who is the Centre of it and who is there as glorified.

Now in chapter 21; if we are enjoying that world, we are to be here in testimony following Jesus in this world.  There is a moral order in these chapters.  All the Scriptures have a moral order.  It is interesting to trace them.  I have no doubt as you read your Bible in the morning, and perhaps in the evening too, you see a certain moral order in what you read.  And that becomes enlightening to you, does it not?  It gives you a certain joy in your heart that you have received something that no one else has told you, but you have got it for yourself.  Do not let it go.  And do not let the practice of reading your Bible go, because you might miss the next unfolding.  So here Jesus was speaking in this moral order to Peter, and He says to him, “Follow me”.  Peter had gone astray.  We know that.  He was like us all.  “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, Isa.53:6.  Peter had gone astray, but in the Lord’s grace He was going to recover him.  So He said to Peter, “Follow thou me”.  Three simple words.  Each of us here, even the little children, can understand those words, ‘Follow me’.  For Peter, it would mean that he was going to follow the Lord Jesus to death.  We have not yet come to that.  Our brother has spoken of the rapidity with which the apostasy is spreading through the western world, and which has taken on a violent character.  We do not know, if the Lord leaves us here, what may be before us.  But the Lord knows, and we can leave that with Him; our responsibility is to follow Him.  So Peter followed the Lord through the scene of the testimony.  He followed Him through the light that the Lord Jesus gave to the apostle Paul.  Peter writes at the end of his second epistle of the intelligence given to him, “as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, as also in all his epistles”, 2 Pet.3:15.  You think of Peter taking that up and following what the Lord Jesus was doing.

What light has been opened up, dear brethren.  We may have become accustomed to it.  We are brought up in households where the truth is known.  I say this for myself; would that it was spoken of more in our households.  In the 1800’s, persons began to be exercised as to their part in the church; the Church of Ireland, the Church of England, the churches in Switzerland and elsewhere.  They came home from work at the end of the day, maybe had a simple meal, and out came the Scriptures.  They searched the Scriptures.  That is something that some of us could do more; search the Scriptures.  The Scriptures became light to these persons, and the Lord guided them, and they followed Him.  You may say, ‘I thought they followed Mr. Darby’.  No, they did not.  They followed the Lord, although the Lord used men and gave them light.  In the Reformation, the Lord used men and gave them certain light, and persons received light.  Where that light dimmed with many was that they followed a person.  But the Lord has given light; He gave light to Paul as to the Lord’s supper, and in wondrous grace that has been preserved.  I was speaking to someone not long ago, and I asked them if they had the Lord’s supper as Paul presented it; one loaf, one cup.  And although those persons had known the light, they had to say ‘No, we do not have one loaf’.  How sad.  Something had been brought in for convenience, so they had to say ‘We do not have one loaf, and we do not have one cup, because of hygiene’.  That is not what the Lord set on.  There is a responsibility on you and me to follow what the Lord has set on.  “Follow thou me”.

We have spoken of household baptism.  You can read in the book of Acts that not only the jailor but others in the book of Acts were baptised, and their houses.  That is where baptism belongs for the believer who is the head of a house; in the house.  You may ask, ‘Why?’  Well, the believer says, ‘Not only do I want to go out of sight and hold myself for Christ, but I want everything in my house to be in keeping with the death of Christ’.  I find that searching, but that is what a believer who is rightly exercised would do.  Peter also found that the truth that Paul gave as to the assembly was precious.  He said, “as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, as also in all his epistles”, 2 Pet.3:15.  We have been called to have a part in the truth of the assembly, “which is His body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Eph.1:23. You may say, ‘We are half a dozen in our local meeting’.  But that is not what I am speaking of, although it may be represented there.  What we have been called to is to have a part in the assembly which is Christ’s body, “the fulness of him who fills all in all”.  What a dignified company!  What a dignified body we have been called into.  I could not belong to another body because I belong to that dignified and glorious body which is the expression of all that Christ is as a Man, a glorified Man.  And therefore I belong to that body.  How glorious He is, and we have a part with Him.

This was the word to Peter, “Follow thou me”.  Peter said, ‘Well, there is John, what about him?’  I am often like that.  Maybe someone else is in my mind, and I say, ‘It is alright the word coming to me, but what about him?’  The Lord said, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee?  Follow thou me”.  A report went out among the disciples which was not accurate, and John was very careful that there should be witness.  He was careful that there was witness at the cross as to the blood and the water.  He wrote “And he who saw it bears witness”, John 19:35.  There was the need for witness here, because a wrong report had gone out.  I just leave that word, because often things get spread among us that may not be true.  Paul said “In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every matter be established”, 2 Cor.13:1.  If we do not do that, dear brethren, we shall disrupt the working out of our heavenly portion in the circumstances in which the Lord has placed us.  

May He help us.  It is the Lord’s desire that we should be with Him.  It is His desire.  He has feelings, you know, He has longings in His heart.  He wants our company.  I marvel at that when I think of it, that the One who in His own person is self-sufficient, for divine Persons are, has come into circumstances whereby divine Persons have been made known as wanting our company.  He wants yours today, dear friend, how ever young or old you are.  He was young once, you know, He was young.  He would like your company and He would like mine.  May He have it in the scene where He is; may He have it at the cross, in the public sphere where we are; and may He have it as being available for Him to unfold heavenly glories to us so that we might move here in dignity in the testimony until He come, for His name’s sake.  

Address at Kirkcaldy
10 August 2013




Scripture references

John 17:24-26 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world. [25] Righteous Father, and the world has not known thee, but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

John 19:25-27 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. [27] Then he says unto the disciple, Behold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

John 20:10-17 (JND) [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 21:19 (JND) [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

John 13:1-3 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:11 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we.

Hebrews 5:8 (JND) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered;

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

John 19:18 (JND) [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Mark 14:54 (JND) [54] And Peter followed him at a distance, till [he was] within the court of the high priest's palace; and he was sitting with the officers and warming himself in the light [of the fire].

Mark 14:71 (JND) [71] But he began to curse and to swear, I know not this man of whom ye speak.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Romans 8:30 (JND) [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

2 Peter 3:15 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him,

2 Peter 3:15 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him,

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

John 19:35 (JND) [35] And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe.

2 Corinthians 13:1 (JND) [1] This third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every matter be established.



BEING LET LOOSE

G.A.Brown

Judges 16:25 (from “And they called”) -30; John 11:38-44; Genesis 49:21

It will be evident from the scriptures read that it is in mind to say a word about being let loose.  There are many things that hold us and these scriptures deal with different   circumstances.

I would like to speak first about Samson.  We know the history of Samson and it is in some ways an extraordinary one; at certain times he was marked by great power and does tremendous exploits, and at other times he was marked by abject failure.  I do not want to speak too much about failure, but this scripture shows that he had fallen into very grievous failure.  I suppose that is an experience which most of us have had.  We have known times of power but we have known failure as well.  Samson was quite able to meet the Philistines head on.  He could slay a thousand men with one unorthodox weapon; he was able to do many things to the Philistines in full combat, but he succumbed to the seduction of Delilah, he gave away his secret and lost his power.  I think we all know what that means.  As a believer, you have a secret link with the Lord Jesus that the world knows nothing about.  You must keep that secret; do not lose it.  It may be that when you are at work or at school, business, or wherever you are amongst worldly people, and the conversation drops in its level, you join in their laughter.  In doing so, you sink down to their level – you have given away your secret and you have lost your power.

It is a very sad picture we have here of such a great man, such a strong man, bereft now of his strength and his power, and he has lost his eyesight too.  As remarked, I do not wish to dwell too much on the failure because there is recovery here; his hair began to grow.  It is very interesting that the Philistines did not seem to notice that.  His secret was coming back in that sense.  There is life stirring in this man, something that his enemies do not understand.  They humiliate him as much as they can, and he is called upon to act in a degrading kind of way to entertain this large company.  It is a sad situation, but his hair has begun to grow and he is regaining his power. I think the Lord would encourage us, even after failure, that it is possible to get our power back.  He did not get his eyesight back; some consequences of our failures do remain, but he got his power back and now he is able to deal with the situation.  It is very humbling to have to do it this way, but he does it.  This great gathering of Philistines in this huge building represents in this context the world system in its entirety.  Samson had dealt with individual matters before, but this seems to me to represent the whole world system and it is supported on these two pillars.  Samson, although a captive, says to the lad that held him “Let loose of me”; Samson is breaking away from dependence on the world’s system.  He is acting now in the strength of another power and he is able to bring down the whole system in its entirety.  All the great men and women among the Philistines were there, all those of importance among them were there, and in principle the whole world system came crashing down through one man who had regained his strength.

Now, you can do that.  You might say, how can I do that?  The world still goes on the same as it always did, but you can bring it down in yourself by the confession of the name of Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The secret which you have is greater than the entire power of the world.  What a victory it is that a simple believer, failing as he may have been, can bring about such a tremendous victory.  Samson had to die of course, and maybe you will have to die in that sense morally; you have to experience what it means to die and be “buried with him in baptism”, Col.2:12.  The verse goes on “in which ye have been also raised with him”.  The type of Samson does not go as far as that, but it does say that “the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life”.  Samson had been let loose, he overcame his dependence on this world’s system, he had broken its bonds, and now in liberty and in power he is in victory.  Paul says: “But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us”, Rom.8:37.

In John 11 we have a different picture.  Lazarus has died, there is no disguising that fact.  The Lord had said to the disciples that “Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep” (John 11:11), which was a very tender touch, but the disciples did not understand it so the Lord had to say plainly “Lazarus has died”, John 11:14.  We have had several deaths amongst us during the past few weeks, and we do not disguise the fact that it is death; the Lord said “Lazarus has died”.  There is something very special about this setting; there is no moral issue here.  The Lord has put to sleep our brethren whom He has taken.  There is no question of any punishment or retribution, no moral issue here at all.  This is something that was divinely designed for the display of one of the works of God, a manifestation of Jesus as the Son of God.  He stayed away for two days.  You might say, if He had only come; Martha and Mary had both said that “if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died”, John 11:21,32.  They would have known Jesus as a great Healer and Physician, but the Lord said ‘No, it has to be this way’.  So death, when it comes in, means something. There is to be a demonstration of the works of God.  How the Lord felt it.  Jesus “deeply moved in himself, comes to the tomb”.  How much that meant to Him, death being what it was.  He knew what death was and what He Himself was going to have to face as going into its dark domain, to lie in the grave and the tomb.  He felt it.

Then, having confided in His Father, “And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief.  Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go” – a truly wonderful thing!  The Lord does not perform this service Himself.  In the parable in Luke 15, the father does not put the best robe on the prodigal himself, but he says to his bondmen, “Bring out the best robe”, Luke 15:22.  So the Lord says here to those standing around “Loose him and let him go”.  What a privilege that is, dear brethren, to be able to bring in this kind of liberty because, although there was no penalty involved in the death of Lazarus, he comes out of death “bound feet and hands with graveclothes”.  Now look at the scene in the beginning of the next chapter, see Lazarus there with Jesus, “at table with him”, John 12:2.  Graveclothes would not be suitable in a place like that, therefore Jesus says  “Loose him and let him go”.  Every taint, every shadow, every remnant of the grave, has to be removed and it is your privilege and mine to perform this service to one another, to “Loose him and let him go”.

So you find Lazarus at table in the next chapter.  It says:  “Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead man Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among the dead.  There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him”, John 12:1,2.  What dignity; here is a man who is loosed and who is in the tranquillity, peace and joy of the Lord’s presence.  He does not say a word as far as scripture tells us, he is just in the enjoyment of the presence of Jesus, on the other side of death.

I read that verse in Genesis because we have here someone who is saying something.  “Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words”.  I would just like to encourage our younger brothers particularly to be free to say something in the meetings, especially at the Lord’s supper. You give out hymns and pray in the prayer meeting; that is very acceptable to God, but it is fine just to be let loose so that you can give “goodly words”.  You might ask, ‘how long have I to speak?’.  Five words are enough; that is what scripture says (1.Cor.14:19).  If I may be allowed to recount an event that occurred many years ago, involving a brother who I remember; he was newly converted and at the morning meeting he was sitting at the back of the room.  At the end of the meeting, he was so filled with the glory of what the saints were experiencing, and what he was experiencing with them, that he just stood up, and said ‘O God, what a Christ’.  An old brother put a hand on his shoulder afterwards and said, ‘You should be sitting here amongst the brethren’; and he did the next Lord’s day.  What that brother said to God was something that came from his heart and it was, in fact, just five words.  So I would like to encourage every young brother here to be able to say such “goodly words”, and sisters as well, for we are not just talking about taking part in the meetings.  Sisters like Priscilla, Lydia, Phœbe, and other godly women spoke “goodly words”.  You think of Priscilla and her husband, taking Apollos home to help him as to the truth.  She would help her husband, she would be let loose in the liberty of the Spirit, and so be able to bring in these “goodly words” that are valued in heaven and valued among the saints.

May we be helped in these things.  Amen.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
24 January 2012


Scripture references

Judges 16:25 (JND) [25] And it came to pass when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house, and he played before them; and they set him between the pillars.

John 11:38-44 (JND) [38] Jesus therefore, again deeply moved in himself, comes to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. [39] Jesus says, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead, says to him, Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days [there]. [40] Jesus says to her, Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? [41] They took therefore the stone away. And Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me. [43] And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. [44] And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief. Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go.

Genesis 49:21 (JND) [21] Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words.

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

Romans 8:37 (JND) [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:11 (JND) [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.

John 11:14 (JND) [14] Jesus therefore then said to them plainly, Lazarus has died.

John 11:21-32 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died; [22] but even now I know, that whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will give thee. [23] Jesus says to her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24] Martha says to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; [26] and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. Believest thou this? [27] She says to him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who should come into the world. [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee. [29] She, when she heard [that], rises up quickly and comes to him. [30] Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was in the place where Martha came to meet him. [31] The Jews therefore who were with her in the house and consoling her, seeing Mary that she rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, She goes to the tomb, that she may weep there. [32] Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, seeing him, fell at his feet, saying to him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15:22 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;

John 12:2 (JND) [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.

John 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.

John 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.

John 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.



THE CROSS OF JESUS

A.D. Melville

Luke 23:32-43

Crucifixion is the most painful and degrading method of capital punishment that man could devise.  It was reserved for the most wicked of persons, the most degraded of persons.  It involved extreme suffering, it involved deep thirst and it could be extended over a period of days.  It was the way the Romans treated the criminals of the day.  I think there are only three persons in scripture who are recorded as having been crucified.  Our Saviour, Jesus, was crucified.  He hung upon a cross; man awarded Him the cross. 

The passage that I have read speaks of three crosses; there was one in the middle, and there was one on either side.  On them there were two malefactors, both crucified as the word tells us, “And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left”.  This is one of the most significant things that has ever taken place on this earth.  Let us just look at the cross in the middle for a moment, and consider and ponder what was involved.  Jesus of Nazareth was a Man who went about doing good, healing those who were oppressed of the devil, giving sight to the blind, making the lame walk, drawing near to those who were oppressed, shedding a tear of compassion for those who were in distress and bereaved, expending His time and energy in no other way than in doing good.  But they crucified Jesus, they hung Him on a cross.  What was involved in this great transaction?  Well, we can see man’s hatred; the heart of man was exposed at the cross.  The love of God was made known at the cross and a perfect life came to an end at the cross.  How significant was “the place which is called Skull”!  A skull is what remains when a person has died and all the beauty and ornamentation has disappeared, and what is left is an empty skull.  That was the place where Jesus was crucified, and it would remind us of the emptiness of natural man in all his greatness.  That is what it comes to, a skull.  So that was the very place where Jesus was taken and crucified.  That life came to an end there, and we can say according to scripture, that it was foreordained by God.  Man did not take away the life of Jesus; He gave up His life Himself.  He had authority to do that.  He said, “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again”, John 10:18.  He surrendered to death at the hands of wicked men, and He accepted what that involved.  

I said earlier that this death involved thirst.  They came to Jesus and they offered Him vinegar and He would not take it, He would not take anything that would nullify the suffering of what He was going through.  It says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Pet.2:24), and that transaction involved that He would bear all the suffering that was entailed in going this way of death.  I speak reverently, but there was no lethal injection for the Saviour; it was a matter of going the ordained way.  If He had been in the hands of Jews, He would have been stoned, but He was in the hands of the Roman authority and He was crucified; “crucified in weakness” (2 Cor.13:4), but then raised by the power of God.

Well, we see the wickedness of man’s heart, it is exposed at the cross.  They said “Crucify, crucify him” (Luke 23:21); the Jews clamoured for His death, they handed Him over to Pilate and He was given a mockery of a trial.  Pilate said “I find no guilt in this man” (Luke 23:4), but he relinquished his responsibility and handed him over to the Jews.  They said “Crucify, crucify him”, and the soldiers took Him and hung Him upon a cross.  The epistle to the Romans tells us what emanates from the heart of man: murders, evil thoughts, wickedness of every kind, adultery, cruelty, it all emanates from man’s heart.  It was all seen there in what was done to the Saviour.   He was made a spectacle, He was hung up above the earth.  Again that was foretold, “and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”, John 12:32.  He could not die on the earth, He had to die that way, the way of crucifixion.  Fix your eyes upon Him, see what He has done.  The great work was accomplished there, and the heart of man is exposed so thoroughly.  Jeremiah tells us about the heart of man, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and incurable”, Jer.17:9.  That is your heart.  The heart of man was portrayed at the cross of Jesus in all its extensive wickedness.  If you do not know your own heart, then you should read the Epistle to the Romans; it will bring you that knowledge, it will bring you to the point where you say “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?”, Rom.7:24.  We might look at the surface of things in this world, or even in our daily lives, and we might think that we are doing not too badly, we are going on quite nicely, but have you ever thought of the depths of degradation in your own heart?  That was what caused the Saviour to be crucified – the evil in the heart of man.

But what does the Saviour say?  “And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  Here we have the heart of God made known.

‘The heart of God is love; That love extends to thee’

(Hymn 59)

Jesus said “forgive them”.  This was the greatest sin that man had ever committed on this earth, the crucifixion of the righteous One, and Jesus says to His Father, “forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  You may say, ‘I would not have crucified the Saviour if I had been there’.  You do not know your own heart, my friend.  You might say, ‘My sins were all future when Jesus died’.  The wonder of the matter is that He, being God, can take account of the future as He can take account of the past.  He can reckon up your sins more than the hairs of your head, and He can say to the repentant sinner, ‘They are forgiven’.

Jesus says here “for they know not what they do”.  The grace of God attributes the worst sin as a sin of ignorance.  They knew very well what they were doing when they said “Crucify, crucify him”.  But what does the Saviour say: “they know not what they do”.  How wonderful is the love and grace of our God towards sinners, towards you and me.  There is no one that can escape, there is no one who has not sinned; we have all “come short of the glory of God”, Rom.3:23.  What is the measure of sin?  It is the glory of God.  You might say, ‘I am not as bad as somebody else, I have not committed murder, I have not been involved in anything very serious’.  All sin is against God and required the death of the Saviour for us.

So coming up, they offered Him vinegar and said “If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself”.  Could Jesus save Himself?  No, He came for the very purpose of saving others.  The hymn says

“Himself He could not save”             (Hymn 240).

He had to go this way and He did not accept the vinegar.  He bore all of the pain and agony of His death on the cross.

I want to draw your attention to one of the other crosses.  It says “”Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us”.  Two of the other gospels bear witness that both of these malefactors railed against the Saviour, they spoke insultingly of Him.  They were both guilty, they were both persons who spoke against the Saviour.  But here in Luke’s gospel, the other “answering rebuked him, saying, Dost thou too not fear God”.  The beginning of wisdom is the fear of God.  He did not say ‘Dost thou too not fear judgment’ or fear punishment, “Dost thou too not fear God”.  Our sins are against God; God is the One who has been offended, and the beginning of the way of salvation is the fear of God.  God in all His righteousness has a judgment of sin and we are sinners, so where can we stand in the presence of a righteous God?  “Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment?” Both of these persons were equal, they were both deserving the judgment of God because of their sins, but one said “we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  Have you ever acknowledged before God that you deserve to receive the just recompense of your sins, or are you thinking that God is love, and so He will just overlook your sins?  Here was a guilty man on the cross, and he said “we receive the just recompense”; he accepted responsibility for his own sinful state.  He acknowledged the fear of God and he said “this man has done nothing amiss”.  He turned his eyes away from himself to the Saviour.

We are all sinners, we have all sinned, but God does not want us to be occupied with our sins.  In this brief moment, before this man was ushered into eternity, he looked to the Saviour, he looked to the One who has done nothing amiss and he justified Him to all who were there; he says “this man has done nothing amiss”.  He proclaimed to the whole world that there is One worthy, there is One righteous Man.  The malefactor was not righteous; the Saviour Jesus is the only righteous One, the only One in whom we have the forgiveness of sins.  Can I tell you where this man’s sins are and where yours are if you are a believer, if you are one who has looked to the Saviour?  Micah says “he will tread under foot our iniquities” (Micah 7:19), cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  Is that not wonderful?  And Psalm 103 says “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (v.12).  What a great work has been done!  What cleansing power there is in the blood of the Saviour.  He can wash us from our sins.  He will never remember your sins again.  You might, and I will because I have a memory, but God says that these sins have gone in the death of the Saviour, they are washed away by His precious blood.  They will no longer appear, we will no longer be held guilty because of our sins, if we have confessed, if we have laid hold of the One who has done nothing amiss, if we acknowledge Him in His greatness, if we lay hold of Him by faith.  That is what this man did; at this very moment before his life was taken, he laid hold of the Saviour.  He said “but this man has done nothing amiss”. 

Then he said “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  That is another step forward, he said “Lord”.  There were those who were mocking and those who were deriding, but here is a man who said “Lord” to Jesus.  Saul of Tarsus did that; he was brought down and he said “Lord” to Jesus.  This malefactor said in principle ‘Can I be with Thee in Thy kingdom?’  The Lord says, as it were, ‘You do not need to wait until the kingdom comes’, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  That place of delights, the place where the departed spirits are in the presence of the Saviour forever.  Not hades, not Sheol.  The Lord knew what Sheol was, but He was going to paradise, a place of delight.  What delight it would be to be completely free of our bodies of humiliation, our bodies of sin, to be forever in paradise with the Saviour.  What a place that is!

Let us consider the other cross for a moment.  As I have said, there was no difference between these two men, they were both guilty, they were both responsible for their actions.  The great difference was that one was a Christ accepter, and the other was a Christ rejecter.  Dear friend, what position do you stand in here tonight?  Are you here as a Christ accepter, someone who would say, “this man has done nothing amiss”, who would say, ‘I receive the just recompense of my deeds’?  I am guilty, He is not guilty; I am unworthy, He is fully worthy.  There is a solemn divide here between these two persons.  The destination of one is paradise, the destination of the other is hell, the eternal abode of Christless souls, eternal torment, torment from a memory that would be able to recall lost opportunities.  This malefactor was within equal distance of the Saviour, he was on one side and the other malefactor was on the other.  He was in as close proximity, but yet he refused, he rejected Jesus, and his portion would be eternal damnation.

Well, this is a sobering word, but let us consider these three crosses.  Let us consider the One who died for us, who shed His precious blood that we might be secured and saved and might have eternal redemption, that we might have a place with Him forever.  May it be the portion of every one here, for His name’s sake.

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
15 September 2013
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Scripture references

Luke 23:32-43 (JND) [32] Now two others also, malefactors, were led with him to be put to death. [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

2 Corinthians 13:4 (JND) [4] for if indeed he has been crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God's power; for indeed *we* are weak in him, but we shall live with him by God's power towards you,)

Luke 23:21 (JND) [21] But they cried out in reply saying, Crucify, crucify him.

Luke 23:4 (JND) [4] And Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, I find no guilt in this man.

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

Jeremiah 17:9 (JND) [9] The heart is deceitful above all things, and incurable; who can know it?

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Micah 7:19 (JND) [19] He will yet again have compassion on us, he will tread under foot our iniquities: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Psalms 103 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within me, [bless] his holy name! [2] Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: [3] Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases; …
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