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READINESS FOR HIS COMING

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Matthew 24: 44; 1 Thessalonians 5: 23, 24; Acts 7: 54–60 

I have the impression, dear brethren, of readiness for the Lord’s coming. I suppose spiritually-minded persons would say that we are on the way to meet the Lord, either in the air or at the Lord’s supper. It is not an unusual thing to say in meetings like this that the Lord might come before the meeting is finished, which is true, and if it be true, and has laid hold of us, I judge it will have some effect. The Lord’s coming, that is not distinguishing the rapture from the appearing, is mentioned, I think, several hundred times in the New Testament. As far as I know it is not mentioned anywhere without its being intended to have some moral effect upon us. If we take another example of the effect, such as John, he says, “what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3: 2)—a glorified Man has never yet been manifested, but if it, or He, is manifested we know that we shall be like Him. What a wonderful thing that is, that we are going to be just like the Lord Jesus in His glorified body! Then he says, “every one that has this hope in him”—that is in Christ—“purifies himself, even as he is pure”. So that the standard of our purification is a glorified Man. You may say that is impossible, but nevertheless that is the standard. Hence throughout our lives, I suppose, it applies that if I have this hope in Him I purify myself even as He is pure. So that the standard is Himself, be it purity or righteousness. How exercising that is! 

Well, I believe the Lord would encourage us so that we should be ready. He says, “Wherefore ye also, be ye ready, for in that hour that ye think not the Son of man comes”. It may be said that that is not strictly said to us; He is speaking really of the remnant. Nevertheless what the Lord says has an application to us, dear brethren, in that, so to speak on the way to the appearing. He will gather together all those who belong to Him, and it is remarkable that the Lord should put it like this, “for in that hour that ye think not the Son of man comes”. How much we are marked by decline and recovery; how often our affections stray from Himself as an Object. And often we might even say, ‘Well, nearly two hundred years ago the brethren were saying this!’ I think I have reminded the brethren before that many years ago an elderly brother told me that in the early days of the recovery the brethren went out from their homes to their work in the morning not expecting to come back. How genuine, how real, to the early brethren of the recovery, was the coming of the Lord, but we have to admit that in the frailty of our natural thinking and character our minds tend to wane and get away from it. 

Nevertheless it is a simple fact that we are nearer to the coming of the Lord than ever before. 

I would like to exercise my own heart, and the heart of my brethren, with a simple word of encouragement. Am I ready? You are on the way to meet the Lord; are you ready to meet Him? And I might say, when I meet Him, what will He say to me? I visited a believer recently who was sick. I said, ‘When the Lord comes what do you think He will say to you?’ 

He replied, ‘I only think he will say to me, You are a naughty boy’. Well, He may say that to all of us; but we are very thankful, at any rate, to know that on the cross He bore the judgment for us. And the One that we meet at the judgment-seat is our Saviour. What a wonderful thing that is! 

Nevertheless, beloved brethren, we are going to meet Him, and I ask myself, what will He say to me? He will say something. He will say something to every one of us. While the judgment-seat is not in any sense penal, yet at the same time there is no doubt that our history will be reviewed from the beginning of our responsible life till the time when we go to be with Him. It is a good thing to review it now, is it not? Do you not think it is a good thing to review one’s responsible history with the Lord, to go over it with Him in so far as one’s poor failing memory takes it in, and be rather like Paul who could say, “we have been manifested” 

(2 Corinthians 5: 11); we are already clear with the Lord, although he says elsewhere that this did not justify him—“but he that examines me is the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 4: 4. The wonderful thing is that we are on the way to meet Him. If I might repeat it, we are on the way to meet Him, either in the air or at the Lord’s supper, and I think the Lord would exercise us that we might be ready. So that whether it be in the air, or at the Lord’s supper on the morrow, I am ready to meet Him; I have gone through exercise of heart with Him, and I am consistent with Him in my words and walk and ways. What a wonderful privilege it is to know that we are going to meet the Lord! 

So in this first passage He says, “Wherefore ... be ye ready, for in that hour that ye think not the Son of man comes”. I suppose when everything with Israel, and with men generally, is built up, then, when they think not, the Son of man comes. But, dear brethren, we are in the light. Do you not think that to be in the light is a responsibility? Do you not think, if you realize the number of persons living in this area, that with so many hundreds in the darkness it is a great privilege to be in the light of His coming, whether it.be the rapture, as we call it, or the appearing? What a wonderful privilege it is to be in the light of that, and there are no doubts about it. If it is a wonderful privilege, I am sure we would all agree it is also a responsibility. So if we are in the light of His coming we should also face the responsibility. It has its bearing not only on meeting Him in the air, but also on meeting Him at His Supper. We were reminded in our earlier reading that the need of the teaching of fellowship, and the practice of the truth, are essential if we are to partake of the Supper rightly. If we remain here until the morrow I trust we shall be thinking of the Lord’s day and the Lord’s supper. The Lord’s body; the cup of the Lord; the table of the Lord, all emphasize, beloved brethren, that the Lord would have us to be with Him more in our spirits and in our ways, so that we might be prepared not only to be instantaneously caught up to meet Him in the air but be prepared to meet Him at the Supper. 

Are we prepared for that? It is a wonderful privilege, but are we all prepared for it? 

In that connection I read the next passage because Paul is speaking of our whole spirit, and soul, and body—“and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. He says, “Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly”; earlier he had spoken of each holding his own vessel, that is, his body, in sanctification, and here it is our “whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. The spirit, of course, is the person, as also the soul. At the present moment we have a body, and as having a body we have part in God’s testimony; and at the present moment we have part in the praise of God in the assembly in the wilderness. We have a body, but we also have a spirit and a soul, and Paul’s desire was that the whole of our persons might be “blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. Now that 

itself, of course, becomes an encouragement as well as a test, because he does not say “the God of peace himself sanctify you”. I suppose, dear brethren, that would include His disciplinary ways with us—maybe we resent them at times, but they are in order that we might be sanctified, that is to say, practically set apart for holy use in our whole spirit and soul and body. 

Now I take it that the Thessalonians would be committed to that; not simply that they would rest in the fact that God would do it, but they would be committed to that. I wonder how far in our whole spirit and soul and body we have been secured for the blessed God. If you trace the securing of man for God through the epistle to the Romans you will find the spirit is to be secured, the soul is to be secured, and the body is to be secured, and every one of us should remember that, so that we present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God. 

Hence it is intended that the whole person, spirit, and soul, and body, should be secured for the pleasure of God. 

Hence Paul writes to these Thessalonians, who were quite young in the faith. I do not suppose they were all young in years, but they were young in the faith. They had many problems, as we have many problems. Of course they were very young, and some of us, it seems to me, have been on the road for fifty years or more and do not appear to have got as far as they had. 

I have sometimes wondered about that, dear brethren. To some of these persons who had just come out of heathendom Paul writes in epistles that are now in our hands and which we have a struggle to understand. I wonder how they understood them; but I believe in those days there was a clear and definite dependence upon the Spirit of God, and more than that, with those persons secured out of pagan 

practices there was a total committal to God—a total committal. Speaking for myself, there is a tendency to be half-hearted, but with them there was a total committal. So he says, 

“sanctify you wholly, your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless”. Paul never lowers the divine standard; whatever the state of the saints he never lowers the divine standard. 

Now a brief word on Stephen. I fully agree that it is not the rapture, it is not the appearing; it is the departure of a person to be with Christ. I draw attention to Stephen because of his reference to his spirit. He was in most adverse circumstances, circumstances in which none of us have been, and I am sure we would all agree with that, although most here would have known some kind of pressure, probably pressure through faithfulness to our Lord. May we be more faithful, even if it brings pressure! But Stephen was in tremendous pressure, a spiritual man full of the Holy Spirit; they gnashed upon him with their teeth. The whole of his sermon, if sermon it be called, was judicial, and they resented it. At this point, of course, Israel as a nation was cut off from God’s altar, a very solemn fact for Israel, but no doubt opening up the light of the truth that was yet to follow. What I wanted to call attention to was his spirit; he says, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”. Now I do not think he could have said that if his spirit was vindictive or resentful, or if he had a spirit that was other than in accord with the spirit of the Lord Jesus Himself. That has recently become a real challenge to me. How is my spirit with the Lord? If the Lord should take me to be with Him, how is my spirit? Could I commit my spirit to Him? or is it resentful or vindictive, or harsh and out of accord with His spirit? 

How could I say, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit’ if my spirit was out of accord with His? 

I doubt if I could. It has often been remarked that Stephen is close to his Master; his Master committed His spirit to His Father, and He committed to His Father a spirit that was in perfect accord with His Father, one that could be committed to Him, and Stephen’s spirit was of the same character. 

Now, beloved brethren, it is open to us. Is there any diminution of the Holy Spirit, any diminution of the power, any diminution of the opportunities to be in the presence of God and to be formed according to Christ? I think what we generally evade is the suffering and the sacrifice that it may involve. But whether it be that the Lord takes us to be with Him on the cloud, together, or whether it be that we meet Him at the Supper, or whether it be that any one of us here might be taken to be with Him, I would desire and pray that our spirit might be in accord with His. How essential that is! But then it is not only essential for going to meet Him, but it is essential for our part in the testimony, because the testimony is Christ, and the testimony resting at the present moment in the saints, in the power of the Spirit, is Christ in character. Hence you can see it affects the spirits of every one of us. 

May the Lord help us, dear brethren, in these few simple thoughts. Firstly, to be ready; “be ye ready”, and the next chapter says as to the virgins, “those that were ready went in”; and then that we might be committed in our whole spirit, and soul, and body to be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then, whatever the will of God may be, that we may be exercised to have a right spirit, right towards one another, right towards our enemies, and towards any who may persecute us or oppose us, and have a spirit that is in accord with the Lord Jesus, so that at any time 

each of us may be able to say, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit’. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
9 June 1990 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 24:44 (JND) [44] Wherefore *ye* also, be ye ready, for in that hour that ye think not the Son of man comes.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (JND) [23] Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. [24] He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [it].

Acts 7:54-60 (JND) [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

2 Corinthians 5:11 (JND) [11] Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men, but have been manifested to God, and I hope also that we have been manifested in your consciences.

1 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] For I am conscious of nothing in myself; but I am not justified by this: but he that examines me is the Lord.



HAVING TO DO WITH GOD

R. J. Campbell 

Hebrews 4: 12, 13; Isaiah 1: 18–20; Luke 18: 9–14; 15: 20–24 

This scripture in Hebrews has impressed itself on me, beloved hearer. I thought that I could get something else, but this scripture kept coming before me. I would like to speak to you about having to do with God. I do not know whether you realise it, but you will have to do with God. Men do not realise that generally. Men have no thought about God at all, in fact it says, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God”, Psalm 14: 1. Think of that! Men in this world, created by God Himself, His own creatures, and yet some say, ‘No God’. I would like to tell you, friend, there is a God! But it says of some others that “they did not think good to have God in their knowledge”, Romans 1: 28. Perhaps you are like that. You would not go as far as to say, ‘No God’, but perhaps you do not think good to have God in your knowledge. 

Now the gospel is to bring you into touch with God. There is no other purpose in the glad tidings really but to put you in touch with God. You think of the word of God; we perhaps do not realise the greatness of this particular occasion when the word of God comes in all its discerning, penetrating character, reaching right into your heart, friend, and exposing it; not exposing it to anyone else, but exposing it to you, and exposing it to you in order that you might have to do with God. 

I would like to tell you that you cannot hide anything from God. You know that; He knows all about you. It does not matter what you do, what sins you have committed, sins that no one else knows about; I can tell you that God knows about them. Everything is “naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”. You cannot hide anything from Him. Indeed, it says in the Psalms, “Thou hast set our ... secret sins in the light of thy countenance”— secret sins, Psalm 90: 8. Think of that. You might do things and your parents do not know, no one else knows about it but you, but God knows about it; He has set your secret sins in the light of His countenance. I would like to tell you that you have to do with a God who knows all about you. He knows the very innermost recesses of your heart and what is lurking there in the way of sin. You cannot hide anything from Him. Indeed it says of God, “for in him we live and move and exist”, Acts 17: 28. You think of that; your very breath God has in His hand. He knows everything about you in detail. Now that is not to terrify you, friend, it is that you might come to a judgment of these things, that you might have to do with God and have to do with Him about your sins. If you do not want to have to do with God at the present time, you will have to do with Him in a day to come. It is sobering, but it is a fact; you will have to do with God. 

I would like just to impress that on you, that you will have to do with God, but His desire, friend, is that you might have to do with Him now. How wonderful! God in the glad tidings is presenting a way of liberation from these sins, all these sins that He knows about, unconfessed sins—He knows all about them and He wants to have to do with you about your sins. Are you going to have to do with God 

tonight? Are you? I would like to appeal to you, friend. Put yourself in the presence of God tonight, now, where you are in your seat. God wants to have to do with you about your sins, and He is even prepared to reason with you. How gracious God is! He says, ‘I know all about your sins; I know every single sin you have ever committed and I want to have to do with you about them and I am prepared even to reason with you about them’. What a gracious God we have to do with! How wonderful that in the glad tidings, despite the sin of man, God has found an answer to that question. Despite your particular sins God has an answer and He is saying, ‘Will you not come? Will you not come and let us reason together?’ Will you not put yourself in the presence of God tonight and have to do with Him? He says, ‘You know, these sins of yours that nobody else knows about, I know about’. God says, ‘I am prepared to remove every one of them’. Can you understand a God like that? It is sovereign mercy, friend. God shining out on men in the glad tidings, and He is saying, ‘Whatever kind of sinner you are, whether your sins are public or secret, or whatever kind they are, I want to have to do with you about them and I want to clear them out of the way for ever’. 

Do you know your sins forgiven, friend? Have you had to do with God? I appeal to you young persons too; have to do with God. Every one is a sinner; you cannot elect yourself out of it. No matter how young you are, you have sinned; no matter how old you are, you have sinned, and every one has to do with God. I heard of a young girl of eight who confessed Christ as her Saviour last week and took Christ into her heart. You think of that, young people; eight years of age yet realising the need of a Saviour, realising the need to do with God; realising the need of a Saviour. Oh friend, God wants to have to do with you He wants to have 

to do with you about your sins and He is saying, “Come now, let us reason together”. Will you have to do with God tonight? Will you allow Him, as in His own presence, to speak to you about your sins, to tell you about these sins and to tell you He has an answer? He has an answer in the finished work of Jesus. I would like to tell you, friend, that every sin you have committed can be covered completely, never ever to be raised again, these secret sins gone. 

God having met them entirely in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus. 

So He says, “Come now, let us reason together ... though your sins be as scarlet ...” You think of the shame of sin, the distinctiveness of sin in the presence of God. God says, although your sins are like scarlet, “they shall be as white as snow”—not a trace left, friend, not a trace of sin left. God is prepared to take those deep-dyed sins of yours, all that stands out against God in your personal history; He says, ‘I will take it all out of the way’. “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”. Friend, do you know this? Have you had to do with God? Do you know this in your own personal history that, having had to do with God, these sins are gone completely? You think of God looking at a man in his sin, the scarlet, the distinctiveness of sin in man; God looks at that man and He can remove every sin and he can look at him as white as snow. 

I have read in Luke 18 just to emphasize this point, just to let you see a man who had to do with God and who proved in his own personal history that his sins were gone. In the presence of God he was as white as snow. Wonderful, friend! I do not know whether you realise the blessedness of having your sins forgiven, of these sins of yours being removed from before God’s sight for ever, never to 

be raised again, and you set up in peace toward God enjoying a wonderful, blessed relationship. O, friend, you think of this man. He realised that his sins were like scarlet, that they were like crimson. But there was another man—there are two men here. Scripture often gives us two persons, one to show us a person who did not get the gain of what was available, and another who did get the benefit of what was available. You find it in the Old Testament, you find it in the New Testament: the two men here, the two thieves at the cross; you think of brothers in the Old Testament with the same opportunities; one gets the blessing, the other does not. Think of these two men both going up to the temple, both assuming to go up to have to do with God, and one man says, “God, I thank thee”. How impersonal! no feeling, no sense of what was due to God, no real sense of having to do with God. He says, “God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men”. Oh, the temerity of the man, to assume to address God and presume he is better than other men! 

He was a sinner just like the tax-gatherer, probably a worse sinner than the tax-gatherer, and he did not realise it. But in the glad tidings God would put His word before you and seek to bring you into His presence that you might have a thorough judgment of your sins, and in confessing them before Him, be cleared of them and cleared completely. This man says, 

“God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men, rapacious, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax-gatherer”. Think of it! no sense of his sinnership; not a single trace of any acknowledgment of his sinnership, a man in his pride refusing to have to do with God. And yet this other man—oh, how wonderful! “Standing afar off”—you think of the feelings of the man, you sense them immediately, “O God”—you think of him realising the scarlet character of his 

sins, their crimson character. What he needed was mercy, mercy from God, and friend I can tell you, mercy is available. 

‘See mercy, mercy from on high, 

Descend to rebels doomed to die’. 

Friend, that was me, a rebel doomed to die, yet mercy reached out. I can say my sins are like wool, they are as white as snow, and this man proved the very same. He was indeed a sinner, but he said, ‘O God, have compassion on me, the sinner’. Think of him, in principle appreciating the work of Christ, saying that it does not matter who else sinned, I have sinned; I am in God’s presence and I realise that I am a sinner. Friend, do you realise you are a sinner? There is no hope for you unless you realise you are a sinner. The first step to blessing is to realise that you are a sinner, and God would say, ‘I have got the answer to it. I will reach out my hand in mercy to you and I will give you the conscious sense that those sins of yours will be as white as snow and they shall be as wool’. You think of that. This man enjoyed the forgiveness of sins—yes, he enjoyed the forgiveness of sins, but he went down to his house justified. Do you know it, friend? Do you know that there is not a single trace of sin on you when you come into personal touch with the Saviour, not a single trace? It has often been said that you are as much without sin as Jesus is, just as if you had never sinned. Do you realise, young friend, that God is prepared not only to clear you from all these sins of yours, but to justify you, give you a standing in His own blessed presence without a single trace of sin on you, as without sin as Jesus is. How wonderful! The blessed Saviour, dying on that cross at Calvary and shedding His precious blood, provided God a righteous basis whereby he can come out towards men in blessing and free them from their sins. But He also went into the grave—you think of that, the 

completeness of the work of Christ, going into the grave and then coming out of it. 

‘Out from death, His work completed, 

Burst the portals of the grave; 

High at God’s right hand now seated, 

He can e’en the vilest save’. 

Friend, He can save the vilest, and He can save you. Not only has He settled the whole sin question, but He has removed sin from before God because He is out of the grave without a single trace of sin upon Him, and He is in the presence of God. What a Saviour! God wants to have to do with you; He is presenting His beloved Son for your salvation, and not only for your salvation but for your justification, to be in the presence of God justified. It says, “This man”, this poor tax-gatherer, this sinner, “went down to his house justified”, justified. You know, friend, you can go out of that door tonight justified, you can go back to your house, sinner as you are, unrepentant sinner perhaps at the moment, you can have to do with God about your sins and you can go out of that door justified. That is the glad tidings—immediate blessing for you, immediate justification. Will you have to do with Him? Will you come into the presence of God? There is only one way to blessing and that is by having to do with God. 

“Repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 21) is the divine highway to blessing. Will you take it, friend? Will you simply move into the presence of God and tell Him you are a sinner? You can do it there in your seat. You can, just where you are, say, ‘O God, be merciful to me, the sinner’. What will be the answer? Immediate salvation, immediate justification. Will you not have it? God is making it available for you. 

He wants to have to do with you about your sins. 

Not only that, it says in Isaiah 1, “If ye be 

willing and hearken, ye shall eat the good of the land “. This man in Luke 15 ate the good of the land. This young man really did not want to have to do with God, in fact he wanted to get as far away from God as he possibly could. He said, “Father, give to me the share of the property that falls to me”, and he went away into a far country, as far away from God as he possibly could. But you cannot get away from God. The father saw that younger son there, he saw him in that far country; he knew all that was going on and you can confirm that by the fact that as soon as the son came to himself the father did all the running. He moved towards him into that area where he was in absolute poverty and secured him for himself. The way to this man’s blessing was in having to do with God. He says, ‘I will rise up and I will go back, I will go back to my father’. Oh, friend, young friend, 

‘Come!—the Father’s house stands open, 

With its love and light and song; 

And returning to that Father, 

All to you may now belong’. 

Think of this young man. Young friend, I appeal to you, do not go into the world. You think of the wonderful blessing in the Father’s house. Is there anything like it in the world? That domain with all its gaudy tinsel, there is nothing in it. It is an empty, barren world. In it you would find yourself in the same situation as this younger son. The only way back is to put yourself in the presence of God. He says, “I will rise up and go to my father”. Were there recriminations? Friend, there is nothing like that. God is holding nothing against you. All He wants to do is have you in His own presence to eat the fat of the land, to enjoy the wonderful blessing of being at home in His own presence. Is there anything like it? There is nothing like it, nothing. Try the world and you will try the broken cisterns, as one has 

said— 

‘I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 

But, ah, the waters failed. 

E’en as I stooped to drink they fled 

And mocked me as I wailed’. 

This younger son proved it. But he came to himself. He says, ‘I will have to do with God. I will go back, and I will have to do with my father’. Will you not have to do with Him? Will you not come back? It is all there for you, with nothing held back. 

The Father does everything for you. He says, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it”—

set up in dignity in the presence of the Father in all the blessed worth of His own beloved Son. Do you want it, friend? It is available for you. The Father’s house stands open—there you will eat the fat of the land, you will enjoy the most wonderful relationship that it is possible for man to enjoy, sonship with the Father. “And bring the fatted calf”—oh, friend, is it not wonderful that God is presenting these things to you? You are a sinner, but you have to do with God, and He says, ‘It is all there for you. If you will have to do with Me, it is all there for you’, and He is prepared to reason with you. You think of this younger son. He says, ‘I will go back and I, will say to my father …’—and he had quite a speech prepared, but he did not get through the whole of it. He left out the last part because God is immediately intent on blessing. You acknowledge your sinnership, you repent before God, and He is immediately intent on your blessing, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet”. Do you want to enjoy the liberty of the divine presence? God would make you suitable for it; not only make you suitable, but make you conscious of it. He would give you the ring on your hand and the sandals on your feet. 

God is proposing these things. He is saying, ‘Will you not have to do with me?’ “But if ye refuse and rebel ...”—may there be no rebellious person here tonight. God in His overtures of divine grace is appealing to you. Are you going to rebel? There is judgment coming, friend, there is judgment coming, 

‘From sin’s distant land of famine, 

Toiling ‘neath the mid-day sun, 

To a Father’s house of plenty, 

And a Father’s welcome. Come!’ 

But then the hymn says, 

‘Come!—for night is gath’ring quickly 

O’er this world’s fast fleeting day; 

If you linger in the darkness, 

You will surely miss your way. 

From the world and its delusion— 

Now our voices rise as one, 

While we give God’s invitation; 

Heav’n itself re-echoes—Come!’ 

Will you have to do with God? Is it not worth it, friend? Judgment is coming, but blessing is available. Will you have it? It can be yours now. May you come into the enjoyment of these things! Have to do with God; He wants to have to do with you. If you do, friend, you will come into the most infinite blessing, beyond what you could ever conceive. May we enjoy these things, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
23 September 1990 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 4:12-13 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Isaiah 1:18-20 (JND) [18] Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. [19] If ye be willing and hearken, ye shall eat the good of the land; [20] but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken.

Luke 18:9-14 (JND) [9] And he spoke also to some, who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and made nothing of all the rest [of men], this parable: [10] Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. [11] The Pharisee, standing, prayed thus to himself: God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men, rapacious, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax-gatherer. [12] I fast twice in the week, I tithe everything I gain. [13] And the tax-gatherer, standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner. [14] I say unto you, This [man] went down to his house justified rather than that [other]. For every one who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he that humbles himself shall be exalted.

Luke 15:20-24 (JND) [20] And he rose up and went to his own father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses. [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry.

Psalms 14:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David.} The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They have corrupted themselves, they have done abominable works: there is none that doeth good.

Romans 1:28 (JND) [28] And according as they did not think good to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things;

Psalms 90:8 (JND) [8] Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret [sins] in the light of thy countenance.

Acts 17:28 (JND) [28] for in him we live and move and exist; as also some of the poets amongst you have said, For we are also his offspring.

Luke 18 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. …

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 1 (JND) [1] The vision of Isaiah the son of Amos, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, kings of Judah. [2] Hear, [ye] heavens, and give ear, [thou] earth! for Jehovah hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up children; and they have rebelled against me. [3] The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; Israel doth not know, my people hath no intelligence. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



THE SPIRIT’S PRESENT VOICE

W. Ray 

John 14: 15–23 

The Lord here is leaving His own; He is concerned as to them. He is showing them the way of life—how they will be kept, by keeping His commandments. He says, “And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him”. 

It is a very wonderful thing that, as we speak here, we are in the presence of a divine Person, the same as if the Lord were actually here personally— God is here. The Lord here was thinking positively of this present time, when another Comforter, One like Himself, would be here to make Him known. 

So the Holy Spirit was sent, coming forth from with the Father and the Son. After the Lord went up on high three divine Persons had ten days together—ten glorious days together—Christ, in resurrection power with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Then the Holy Spirit came down, freighted with the glory of that blessed One. He is ready and He is available—and He is concerned to make that One known. 

Now time is short and it behoves us to make way for the Holy Spirit that we may learn from Him, lean upon Him, and relate our lives to Him, and see how He would help us and bring us into life now. There is power with the Spirit; His voice is being heard in a very distinctive and definite way today. The Spirit speaks in the latter days; “the Spirit speaks expressly”, 1 Timothy 4: 1. He is speaking today, and His speaking is in relation to the coming of Christ. 

Christ is about to take His bride; He is about to come. The Holy Spirit is urging—He is speaking very clearly as to the fact that the Lord is about to come to take us. I would urge that we should just give ourselves to the Holy Spirit, to allow Him to have His way with us, that we might be so formed now as to be pleasing to Him here, and to minister now to Christ, while we are waiting for Him to come. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Armidale, N.S.W.
16 January 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 14:15-23 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.

1 Timothy 4:1 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons



OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

J. Taylor 

It is of first importance for every believer to discover the place he has in the heart of Christ—to read the breastplate. As he discovers his name there, he begins to see that all the official power vested in Christ is for the moment active on his behalf. Can anything be greater than that? all His official power for the moment active on behalf of the loved ones! 

Paul could say, “In that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. He knew the place that he had in the breastplate, and never doubted that the love of Christ pursued him from the outset of his spiritual career until the time came for him to depart and be with Christ, that there is One in heaven who is caring for you constantly? If you are sick, He is the Physician. If you are in trouble, He is the Sympathiser. No ill can befall you, no sorrow can arise, that He cannot meet. 

It is in this way that you become acquainted with Him, so that presently you can say, “It is the Lord”—you trace Him in everything. Not one thing can happen without Him, and as you accustom yourself to connecting everything with Him, you gradually see the wisdom of every movement, of every occurrence, and you see the love that is in it, for wisdom is but the handmaid of love; and as you see the love, you see the glory of the Lord, the One who is watching over every saint on earth. 

The Lord goes before and follows after, and what comes in between is the High Priest. One capable, as it says, of being “touched with the feeling of our infirmities”. So you see how the Lord takes account of us in His administration, and ultimately, as we become acquainted with Him, we begin to behold the glory of the Lord. 

In every experience, whatever it may be, you may see the Lord. Look for Him! Faith looks for the bow in the cloud, to see the Lord in the cloud. Directly the cloud arises, the sorrow, or whatever it may be, faith looks for the Lord in it; and as you look for the Lord in it, and as you see Him, you will see the glory. 

Stephen looked steadfastly into the heavens. In face of Israel’s final rejection of Christ, in face of his own stoning at the hands of those who gnashed on him with their teeth, in spite of the cloud of judgment about to fall upon the guilty nation, in presence of all this, Stephen looked steadfastly up into heaven and “saw the glory of God, and Jesus”. 

We may be assured that, whatever the sorrow of our circumstances, it has not come without His knowledge, and His love is behind all His dealings with us. “We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”. 

(Vol. 89, pp.434, 435) 

 


TRUST IN GOD

J. N. Darby 

We are in relationship with God; in all things He is our refuge, and events do not disturb Him. He knows everything. He knows it beforehand; events shake neither His throne nor His heart; they always accomplish His purposes. But to us He is love; we are through grace the objects of His tender care. 

He listens to us, and bows down His ear to hear us. In all things, therefore, instead of disquieting ourselves and weighing everything in our own hearts, we ought to present our requests to God in prayer, with supplication, and with a heart that makes itself known (for we are human beings), but with the knowledge of the heart of God, for He loves us perfectly; so that, even while making our petition to Him, we can already give thanks, because we are sure of the answer of His grace, be it what it may; and it is our requests that we are to present to Him. 

Nor is it a cold commandment to find out His will and then come; we are to go with our requests. 

Hence it does not say you will have what you ask; but God’s peace will keep your hearts (Philippians 4: 7). 

This is trust; and His peace, the peace of God Himself, shall keep our hearts. It does not say that our hearts shall keep the peace of God; but, having cast our burden on Him whose peace nothing can disturb, His peace keeps our hearts. 

Our trouble is before Him, and the constant peace of the God of love, who takes charge of everything and knows all beforehand, quiets our disburdened hearts, and imparts to us the peace which is in Himself, and which is above all understanding (or at least keeps our hearts by it), even as He Himself is above all the circumstances that can disquiet us, and above the poor human heart that is troubled by them. 

Oh, what grace! that even our anxieties are a means of our being filled with this marvellous peace, if we know how to bring them to God, and how true He is! 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 4:7 (JND) [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus.



THE BRIDEGROOM

A. C. Craig 

Jesus will come alone, 

Into the air descending, 

No angel hosts attending, 

To take us home. 

 

Jesus will come alone, 

His promised tryst now keeping; 

Love’s harvest in the reaping 

Of all His own. 

 

Jesus will come alone, 

With none the moment sharing, 

As rightful Bridegroom claiming 

His flesh and bone. 

 

Jesus will come alone, 

Himself the advent speeding, 

Enraptured people greeting 

The coming One. 

 

Jesus will come alone, 

Not like the great appearing, 

When with His saints unveiling 

His glorious throne. 

 

Jesus will come alone, 

God’s purpose then fulfilling, 

“It is not good”, the saying, 

‘The Man alone’. 

No longer now alone, 

For ever with Him being, 

His glory ever seeing, 

For ever one! 

Airdrie 

 


EXTRACT

The period of assembly testimony in the wilderness is nearing its close. It is in view of this that during the last hundred years God has brought His purpose more clearly into the view of His saints than at any time since the days of the apostles. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Numbers’, p.263)
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