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GOOD NEWS


Acts 8:26-38;  Matthew 24:14;

Ephesians 3:8,9 (to “in God”)

I seek to draw your attention to the references in these scriptures to the glad tidings.  I suppose most people like to hear glad tidings – good news.  There is a scripture in the Old Testament that says, “as apples of gold in pictures of silver, is a word spoken in season” (Prov.25:11) and “as cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country”, Prov.25:25.  It is a remarkable scripture.  “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.”

There is no better news than the news that comes from heaven, the glad tidings of God concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is good news, beloved friend, and they are indeed glad tidings.  I think God delights to hear them.  Would that more people were anxious to hear them.  Would that this hall was filled with people desirous of hearing God’s good news concerning His Son.  As received into the heart and the soul, they bring peace and joy.  How many sad hearts there are in this world, but God has glad tidings for them.  Things that burden and trouble and distress because of sin – God has the answer to them all in His glad tidings concerning His Son.

The glad tidings is a wide thought and I seek help in speaking a little of them.  In the first scripture read in Acts, it speaks of the “glad tidings of Jesus”.  In the second scripture, the Lord Jesus called them the “glad tidings of the kingdom”.  He used that name frequently when He was here; He preached the glad tidings of the kingdom.  And in the third scripture it speaks of the ”glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ”.  How many times many of us here have heard the glad tidings preached, but I wonder how much I fully appreciate the glory of them.  They are rich, they are deep, they are glorious, and they are eternal and centred in one Man – our Lord Jesus Christ.

I would like to speak first from this scripture in Acts, which speaks of the glad tidings of Jesus that Philip preached to this Ethiopian man.  He did not know anything, it would seem, about the wonder of God’s grace.  He had been to Jerusalem and I suppose he had been to the temple there and heard something about the Jewish system.  He was returning and, through the grace of God, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  How thankful we are for God’s sovereign grace.  Maybe some soul here has been reading the Scriptures.  Maybe there are many around us, perhaps unknown to us, reading the Scriptures.  Well, God is sovereign in the way He works.  He has in mind that all men should be blessed and come to the knowledge of His saving grace.  This eunuch was reading from the prophet Isaiah.  It has often been referred to as the gospel prophet, and he was reading chapter 53, speaking prophetically of the sufferings of Jesus. 

I suppose that the eunuch may have read the chapter up to the portion he refers to in verse 7.  The prophet had written about One who should grow up as a tender sapling, as a root out of dry ground (v.2).  What a Person Jesus is.  When He was here on earth, He was a root out of dry ground; He was unique in His Person.  This wonderful prophetic chapter highlights the uniqueness of our Lord Jesus in manhood.  What good news from a far country!  The glad tidings of Jesus speaks of how God Himself came down in the Person of His Son to this very earth, and coming in the most approachable form, as a Babe, to His creature man.  How affecting that is.  Why should He have come that way?  You may ask, ‘Why did He not come in His glory’?  He came near to men, as I said, in the most approachable way.  No one is afraid of a babe, are they?  A babe generally draws out the affections, and that is how Jesus came.  He was “holy, harmless, undefiled” (Heb.7:26); perfect in His manhood as a root out of dry ground.  He came in all His perfection and glory into this very scene.  It has often been said that He drew nothing morally from this scene through which He moved.  

The angels celebrated the birth and incoming of Jesus.  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace”, Luke 2:14.  What news it was for sinners such as us that God Himself should come near to us in all His blessed grace to reach us.  Then it speaks of the fact that Jesus was unwanted; “like one from whom men hide their faces” (v.3).  He was largely rejected when He came.  You might ask why.  Was there anything that Jesus did which would cause offence?  In Him there was nothing but good; He healed those possessed by demons, showing His mighty power in all that He did in healing in sovereign grace.  Yet it says prophetically in Isaiah 53 that He was despised and left alone of men.  It did not deter Him, my friend.  His love is too deep for that; no despising turned Jesus aside.  How often words of discouragement turn us aside.  He felt the rejection, for He came in love for men and yet was despised.  How perfect were His feelings as a blessed Man, but rejection did not turn him aside.  He went onward to the cross.  We were speaking earlier today of His path of suffering, and the judgment of God against sin and sins that He bore on our account.

What must have entered into the mind and heart of the blessed Saviour knowing full well what it must mean for Him if the whole question of sin was to be faced.  He had come that way for that purpose, a blessed, holy, sinless Man to bear the judgment of God that rested upon us as sinners.  Jesus bore it all Himself.  He felt intensely, as the Scriptures point out, not only His rejection by those He had come to save, but what His portion was as the sin-bearer, that the whole question of sin and sins should be resolved.  So the prophet says that He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows and “we did regard him stricken, smitten of God” (v.4).  He was stricken and smitten by men – His face, it says in the previous chapter of Isaiah, was “marred more than any man”, Isa.52:14.  But then He was stricken and smitten of God.  Jesus went that way that He should be the Saviour of sinners such as you and me.  

Is your heart attracted to Him?  What good news it is that He is available as a Saviour.  Who else could you turn to?  O, turn in simple repentance to the Lord Jesus!  “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, Isa.53:6.  All my sins were laid upon Him.  I can say that as having put my faith in Him.  He bore the judgment of God which was my due.  Love bore it.  God has a righteous basis to forgive all those who have put their faith and trust in Jesus, and in His precious shed blood.  Has every one of us here turned to the Lord Jesus in repentance?  God has a basis, a righteous basis, to forgive the repentant sinner.  God has righteously established that basis in the death, the shed blood, the burial and resurrection of Jesus and He can come out to repentant sinners in full and free forgiveness.  What a Man Jesus is; what a Saviour He is!

I commend it to you – the glad tidings of Jesus.  That is the Man, the blessed, glorious Man who was here and who suffered and died on our account.  He has effected that precious work of redemption that I should go free.  Now such glad tidings bring peace.  “The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever”, Isa.32:17.  Have you that quietness and assurance in your soul?  Faith gives it to you.  You have the blessed assurance of the word of God.  If you have your faith and trust in Jesus, it brings peace.  Peace of soul is a precious thing and it is available to us as we turn to Christ.  Men put a lot of store on joy, and there are many outward manifestations of people apparently enjoying themselves.  But peace?  Mr Darby said peace is a fuller, deeper thing than joy1, and peace of soul will give you true joy.  That is where you will find it; true joy is when you have peace in your soul.  Philip preached the glad tidings of Jesus to this eunuch, and they are being preached still to whosoever will.  The Saviour is now exalted and glorified at God’s right hand, but He is still the same blessed Person, and the glad tidings concerning Himself and all that He has done are still the same too. 

The scripture in Matthew refers to the “glad tidings of the kingdom”.  The Lord Jesus is now risen, as having completed the work of redemption, and is exalted and glorified at God’s right hand in heaven.  All power has been given to Him now in heaven and upon earth, and He has a kingdom.  It is a very blessed thing to know something of those glad tidings.  I understand by the glad tidings of the kingdom that, as a believer, I am to come under the dominion of the Lord Jesus.  Naturally I think that, if I follow my own will, I will be happy.  I have to confess that I so like my own will.  It is endemic in all of us: we just like our own will.  We would all have to acknowledge that at times we have followed the course of our own wills and that it did not bring happiness.  It brings sorrow and distress and leanness of soul.  There is something very blessed about the glad tidings of the kingdom.  We confess that Jesus is supreme and we gladly give Him His glorious title – the Lord Jesus.  It is a lovely title.  It has been said that the Lord Jesus is also a title by which He is known to His assembly.  How often we speak of Him in that way, and He presents Himself to us now in all His attractiveness that we might come under His blessed dominion. 

There is no one so attractive as Jesus, and there is no one who loves like He does.  There is no one who has your interests at heart like Him, and there is no one who has your blessing in mind as He does, because He loves you.  The appeal in the glad tidings is to own Him as Lord and become one of those who are subject to Christ.  Of course, a king would be no king if he did not have a kingdom.  The Lord Jesus has a kingdom, comprised of all those that belong to Him here and are subject to His blessed will.  What they prove, beloved friends, is that the glad tidings of the kingdom are truly glad tidings.  I wonder if all of us have fully bowed the knee to Jesus.  I take that as a challenge to myself.  If someone tells me to bow the knee to someone, naturally I would probably resent that.  But may the appeal of Jesus reach into your heart!  He has done so much for you, given His life for you, His precious blood has been shed for you, and now He lives in heaven on high for you – all to keep us and preserve us in the pathway here according to His blessed will.  May it cause you to bow the knee to Him.  The glad tidings of the kingdom is preached that we should do that.

God has glorified Him and anointed Him in heavenly glory and He is presented now as the blessed Saviour.  You can read in the gospels that Jesus, at the beginning of His public service, preached the glad tidings of the kingdom and there was power to meet every effect of sin upon mankind.  How wonderful that is.  No opposition will overcome those who put their faith and trust in Christ.  We live in a world that is going on fast to judgment.  Men are turning every recognised ordinance of God on its head in the pursuit of their own will and think that it will bring them liberty and happiness.  Beloved friends and brethren, it will be the opposite.  I believe it will bring stress upon men, physically and mentally and morally, such as they have never known.  But what a blessed Saviour Jesus is!  Come under His dominion and rule, as the apostle Paul did when he was converted.  He said, ”What shall I do, Lord?”, Acts 22:10.  To come under His rule is to come into a place of safety.  Would you like to be safe?  I would.  Safe and sure in the arms of Jesus, subject to Him and following His blessed will.

Now I just finally close with the scripture in Ephesians, in which Paul speaks of the gospel as “the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ”.  To those of us who love the Lord Jesus, Ephesians is a very challenging and searching, but interesting, epistle to read.  It was given to Paul to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ.  What God has given in His grace, He would have us to receive through the glad tidings, and the precious gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is in the mind of God that every believer should understand something of these unsearchable riches.  I believe they are under the hand of the Holy Spirit, the One who, as the scripture says, “searches all things, even the depths of God”, 1 Cor.2:10.  What a wonderful gift of God is the giving of His Holy Spirit.  We are united to Christ by the Holy Spirit and also united to one another by the Holy Spirit.  The same Spirit that you have received, if you have, dwells in me.  He would open our affections in relation to everything that is of God, open our minds to understand the unsearchable riches of the Christ where He is now, enshrined in glory on high.  We wait for the Lord to come to take His own to be with Him, and in the meantime we see through “a dim window obscurely”, 1 Cor.13:12.  We are not able in this present mortal condition to apprehend fully the true glory of the heavenly realm.  We need bodies of glory like Christ’s body of glory, which we shall receive when He comes for  His saints – then we shall see clearly.  Each believer shall see Him face to face, the One who has been exalted at God’s right hand, but the same blessed Jesus. 

There is a realm that He occupies, and the Holy Spirit has come from that scene to open up to our minds and hearts something of these glories, the unsearchable riches of the Christ.  That glorious vessel, the assembly, composed of all those who have put their faith and trust in Christ and received the gift of the Holy Spirit – that whole great company will soon be taken from this earth to be with Christ eternally.  I trust that everybody here is sure that they will be part of that heavenly company.  This Christ-rejecting world is going on to its already pronounced judgment, while at the rapture, the church will go from its hidden place here on earth to glory.

What glad tidings they are, the glad tidings of Jesus, all centred in God’s beloved Son.  The suffering Saviour was here below, but now He is exalted on high and lives to intercede for His own.  He has a kingdom and we are blessed as coming under His dominion and then soon to come into the even greater blessedness of His presence.  I would just like to leave you some impression of the greatness of the glory of God’s glad tidings.  May we come to Him, and come into the blessing of subjection to Him.  Then as having received the Spirit, may we have joy, living joy in our hearts as having the glory of that blessed realm that Jesus fills, filling our hearts.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the Gospel, Colchester

20 February 2022

 

 

David A Smith


Scripture references

Acts 8:26-38 (JND) [26] But [the] angel of [the] Lord spoke to Philip, saying, Rise up and go southward on the way which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza: the same is desert. [27] And he rose up and went. And lo, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a man in power under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come to worship at Jerusalem, [28] was returning and sitting in his chariot: and he was reading the prophet Esaias. [29] And the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot. [30] And Philip, running up, heard him reading the prophet Esaias, and said, Dost thou then know what thou art reading of? [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] And the passage of the scripture which he read was this: He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him. [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available …

Acts 8:26-38 (JND) [26] But [the] angel of [the] Lord spoke to Philip, saying, Rise up and go southward on the way which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza: the same is desert. [27] And he rose up and went. And lo, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a man in power under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come to worship at Jerusalem, [28] was returning and sitting in his chariot: and he was reading the prophet Esaias. [29] And the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot. [30] And Philip, running up, heard him reading the prophet Esaias, and said, Dost thou then know what thou art reading of? [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] And the passage of the scripture which he read was this: He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him. [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available …

Matthew 24:14 (JND) [14] And these glad tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole habitable earth, for a witness to all the nations, and then shall come the end.

Matthew 24:14 (JND) [14] And these glad tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole habitable earth, for a witness to all the nations, and then shall come the end.

Ephesians 3:8-9 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, [9] and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things,

Proverbs 25:11 (JND) [11] [As] apples of gold in pictures of silver, is a word spoken in season.

Proverbs 25:25 (JND) [25] [As] cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Luke 2:14 (JND) [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 52:14 (JND) [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 32:17 (JND) [17] And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever.

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

1 Corinthians 2:10 (JND) [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

1 Corinthians 13:12 (JND) [12] For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been known.



BEING SET FREE


John 18:1-8;  Mark 11:1-8;  Luke 8:43-48;

Romans 8:16-25

I would like to speak about being set free.  It is a wonderful thing to be set free.  When I speak about being set free, it is in relation to the Lord Jesus and His things.  David would be an example of that; it speaks in 2 Samuel  6 about him bringing the ark up from the house of Obed-Edom into the city of David and it says of David that he “danced before Jehovah with all his might” (v.14).  There are many instances of David leading the praise to God.  Liberty in response to God is what would be primarily in our minds in relation to being set free.  In the same section about the ark being brought into the city of David, it says of Michal that she looked out of the window and saw David “leaping and dancing before Jehovah” (v.16).  Has your heart ever leapt in answer to Christ?  It is a wonderful thing to be set free in response to Him.  

Being set free is not dependent on our outward circumstances.  An example of that would be in Acts 16; it says of Paul and Silas that they were cast into the inner prison and that their feet were secured to the stocks.  But “at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing” (v.25).  We are to be set free in our spirits, in our affections and in our minds in relation to the Lord Himself.  Paul and Silas, despite being in the inner prison, were praising and singing, and “the prisoners listened to them” (v.26).  How wonderful that, in such a place and despite the circumstances, two men were free in their spirits and they were singing.  The prisoners listened; what it must have been for the prisoners to hear them singing.  Later on in the Acts, Paul affirmed Jesus to be living (chap.25:19).  What was rolling through that prison and into the world was the glad tidings, a message founded on Christ in resurrection.  It says in Acts 16 that there was a great earthquake so that the foundations of 

the prison shook (v.26).  It reminds us of the power of the resurrection of Christ.  It has shaken the whole foundation of the world; Christ as risen has robbed the world of its power and it says, “the doors were immediately opened, and the bonds of all loosed”.  Our desire would be that the bonds of all should be loosed as a result of hearing the gospel.  And the prisoners did not run away!  They did not need to run away, and there is no need to run away if you are saved, but we all need to be set free.  

There are different things that we may need to be set free from.  If there is anyone here who does not know the Lord as their Saviour, you certainly need to be set free.  The power for that is available in the glad tidings.  By accepting the gospel, you will know freedom from the burden of your sins.  The tax-gatherer in Luke 18 “smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner” (v.13).  The Lord said, “This man went down to his house justified”.  What freedom!  We have been taught that justification means that you stand before God in accomplished, subsisting righteousness2.  How wonderful that the Lord Jesus can set us free in such a way.  Paul wrote, “Christ has set us free in freedom”, Gal.5:1.  No one can provide the freedom that Christ can give.  Whatever your circumstances, you can be free in your heart, free in your spirit.  Favourable circumstances do not always lead to us being more spiritually free, but when exercise and pressure comes in, we often experience greater spiritual liberty because discipline helps subdue the flesh in us so that fuller expression can be given to what belongs to God and what answers to God.

You may say, I do not need to be set free; I am already saved.  In Hebrews, it speaks of “laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith” (chap.12:1,2).  The footnote says that it means ‘looking away from other things and fixing the eye exclusively on one’.  You will never be set free unless you look on Jesus; “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”, which means that you will be looking away from yourself.  Some may feel that they have done that too and perhaps you have; perhaps you are not feeling burdened by “every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us”, although I would suggest that, for most of us, that is a continual exercise.  But then there is the very body that you are in: Christ will soon set you free from that too.  It says in Philippians, “from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself” (chap.3:20,21).  How wonderful to be set free from this condition in which we are, described in that scripture as a body of humiliation.  What a contrast that will be; there is a body of humiliation and there will be a body of glory.  Paul says to the Corinthians, “we shall all be changed, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet”, 1 Cor.15:52.  We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed.  We will be set free from this condition, a body of humiliation, a body which has been subject to sin and subject to decay.  We are all getting older, yet our bodies of humiliation are going to be changed, and we are going to be given a body of glory like the Lord’s own body of glory.  What a change – in an instant!  When the Lord comes for all those who are His, it will be an instant reception to glory, to be like the Lord Jesus Christ when we see Him then face to face.  We will be set free, not only from the things that trouble us now, but even from the very condition in which we are.  The scripture says, “this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality”, 1 Cor.15:53.  The last thing that will take place is the redemption of our bodies and we will be with Christ for ever, “and thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thess.4:17.

A brother in our prayer meeting on Monday night spoke of the Lord as the One who would not go free so that we could go free.  We have been speaking of how we can go free, but the scripture in John 18 brings before us the One who would not go free.  How blessed that is, how precious.  He said, “if therefore ye seek me, let these go away”.  Think of the Lord’s commitment; it says earlier, “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that were coming upon him …”.  In a previous chapter He said, “Behold, the hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me”, John 16:32.  What a Person for our contemplation.  It says of Him prophetically in Psalm 78, “And gave his strength into captivity” (v.61), but in doing so He led captivity captive.  Think of what the Lord bore that we may be set free.  It goes on to say that He gave “his glory into the hand of the oppressor”.  We were affected by that recently as we read through Luke’s gospel; it says of the Lord that He was mocked and insulted and spat upon (Luke 18:32).  The footnote h to that verse in the psalm says that it can be read as His giving His ‘beauty’ into the hand of the oppressor.  Think of the Lord Jesus being mocked, being insulted, being spat upon.  He gave His strength into captivity, and He gave His beauty into the hands of the oppressor.  He could say of His life, “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself”, John 10:18.  The glory of the Lord in these movements was prefigured by the ark going into the Jordan.  It gives us a glimpse of His personal greatness: “When therefore he said to them, I am he, they went away backward and fell to the ground”.  

But then as Man He said, “if therefore ye seek me”: think of the Lord Jesus going this way.  Last Lord’s day, we spoke of Jonah where he said prophetically, “The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head.  I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”, Jonah 2:5,6.  Jesus would not go free.  How much the Lord suffered at the hands of man and before God; how much the Lord bore.  It says that in the garden of Gethsemane, His sweat became “as great drops of blood” (Luke 22:44).  The hymn says:

‘On that same night, Lord Jesus,

   When all around combined

To cast its darkest shadow

   Across Thy holy mind’      (Hymn 435)

“I went down to the bottoms of the mountains” must refer to the Lord not only suffering as a Man, but never ceasing to be a divine Person.  He went to “the bottoms of the mountains”, a distance that only He could measure – God’s measure of everything, we might say reverently.  

“The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”; think of what was removed for ever in the burial of Jesus.  Morally, every trace of the man who was offensive to God was removed in the burial of Christ.  There was that which the Lord took away vicariously and which could never come out of death again.  The Lord took all that on Himself so that all who trust in Him might go free.  We can also think of His service of love.  We could have read about the bondman in Exodus 21; “But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free” (v.5), speaking of the Lord’s love for His God and Father, His love for the assembly, and His love for us individually.  So He says here in John 18, “if therefore ye seek me, let these go away”.  How precious that is.  The One who could have gone free did not go free; He would not go free so that all who trust Him might go free.  These are the thoughts I had in relation to the movements of the Lord.  

In Mark 11, it comes down to an individual, it comes down to you and me.  We read of the colt that had been tied; “Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no child of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it here”.  That may be you, dear young friend – a colt would refer to a young person.  It had been tied.  You could think of it in relation to being baptised.  I expect that every young person here has been baptised to the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and has been brought up in a Christian household where the Bible is being read, from where prayer goes up.  The Lord Jesus goes away upstream in His operations.  We sometimes speak of the activities of the Holy Spirit in relation to new birth, which leads to our being converted and saved.  But the Lord Jesus goes further upstream; He knows your path from its beginning.  When we are young, we might wonder why we were born into a particular household when we might have been born into another one in very different circumstances.  But God has ordained the family that you have been born into and the circumstances and experiences that you have come through.  All these things are ordained by God, and all enter into His ways with us.  The colt is tied at the crossway – not exactly the highway, but nonetheless there is a decision to be made and it may be, dear young friend, that you have a decision to make in relation to being serviceable to the Lord.  Mark’s gospel brings before us the importance of service.  It says in verse 3, “And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither”.  The Lord has need of you, the Lord has need of each one.  He would call you.  

Paul was an elect vessel.  Think of how the Lord called Saul, and He would call you too.  Paul said, “But when God, who set me apart even from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace …”(Gal.1:15).  Dear 

young friend, you are called by the Lord’s grace: “The Lord has need of it”.  He is calling you by His grace that you might have the privilege, as it were, of carrying Him.  That really has in mind the testimony of the Lord here.  Soon we will see the public glory of Christ, but now the testimony is one of lowliness.  Matthew describes a scene where the Lord came “meek, and mounted … upon a colt the foal of an ass” (Matt.21:5).  That character is to mark the testimony now and that is what you are being called to.  What a privilege it is that you can be one of those who serve the Lord: “And they led the colt to Jesus, and cast their clothes upon it, and he sat on it”.  

This scene anticipates what will yet take place at the Lord’s appearing.  Although we did not read about it, Jesus entered into Jerusalem and the people cried out “Hosanna! Blessed be he that comes in the Lord’s name” (v.9).  We are waiting for that time when the Lord will come and He will be acknowledged publicly, but meantime you can be like this colt and help to bear testimony to the Lord Jesus, a testimony to the meekness and lowliness of the One that you love.  He will have full dominion in a day to come but now we have this opportunity to be serviceable to the Master.

We also read of the woman in Luke’s gospel with a flux of blood.  She is not so much like a young believer, but she represents a mature believer.  The teaching of this passage is that her illness is like the exercises described in the epistle to the Romans.  The Lord said, “the truth shall set you free”, John 8:32.  God has not left anything undone, or anything haphazard: “the truth shall set you free” involves detail.  The flux of blood would be like what is spoken of in Romans 7:15: “For that which I do, I do not own: for not what I will, this I do; but what I hate, this I practise”.  Have you ever had this experience?  Think of the life slowly seeping out of you and what can you do.  There seems nothing that we can do.  The harder you try, the worse it is, until you come to this point, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” (v.24).  That is really what this woman came to.  It speaks about her touching the hem of the Lord’s garment, but the Lord does not refer to that; He asks, “Who has touched me?”.  In Psalm 133, it speaks of the oil from Aaron’s head running down to the hem of his garment (v.2); that speaks of what is available from the Lord in an occasion like this through one another.  But you must have this experience of “Who has touched me?”  Perhaps in the past two years, we have been unable to experience what the garment represents in its normal setting, but the question is, have we still been able to ‘touch Me’?  It is coming into touch with the Lord Himself as the great Liberator, the One who would set us free.  Jesus says, “Some one has touched me, for I have known that power has gone out from me”.  

So the truth sets us free, but then the Lord says, “If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free”, John 8:36.  The Son setting us free would suggest what we are introduced into, brought into another sphere where Christ, the Son of God, is the Centre.  You must be really free if you come in spirit into a world where:

‘nought of sin can enter’      (Hymn 259).

What a place that is, where Christ is supreme, and how wonderful to touch that in our spirits.  God in His grace gives us that experience.  We go through certain experiences in our souls and we may say at the time that we enjoy what belongs to privilege, what we refer to as belonging to divine purpose.  But to have such a spiritual experience, we need to be as Lazarus and have the graveclothes removed.  It is interesting that there is no record of Lazarus saying anything.  All I can suggest is that Lazarus must have been a person of influence.  A person of influence does not necessarily need to say much.  What an experience he had!  He had been four days in the grave and then that wonderful word was given 

by the Lord, “And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus come forth.  And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief.  Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go”, John 11:43,44.  What a person of influence Lazarus would have been.  

Well, this woman in Luke 8 was set free.  It says here, “And the woman, seeing that she was not hid, came trembling, and falling down before him declared before all the people …”, so all things are transparent before Jesus.  In Revelation we have pure glass in the city – think of that wonderful transparency.  Is that not something that sets us free?  We can go through Romans and go through the other epistles and see that God knows everything about us and knows everything that we are going to face, but you know when you are delivered and set free and there is no need to hide.  You do not need to hide the fact that you sometimes fail, you do not need to hide that you sometimes sin, because God in Christ has covered it all and that transparency gives you a wonderful liberty.  As has been said before, this chapter in principle is really bringing out the personnel of the assembly because in it, you first have a man who becomes subject to Jesus, then you have a woman who is transparent, and finally you have the daughter who would speak of freshness and vitality.  These persons represent in principle the personnel of the assembly.  You can look around your own gathering and see this in persons.  Being set free is not an abstract thought; how wonderful it is to be really set free in relation to the Lord.  Here in Luke 8 it is “Some one has touched me, for I have known that power has gone out from me”; it is a matter of impartation and of revelation.  You come to Christ Himself and there are all these wonderful things that are so superlative compared to anything that the world can offer.  As you come near to the Lord Jesus, you are set free.

Paul says in Romans 8, “The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God” (v.16).  That is another example of how being free is entirely unrelated to our circumstances, because the Spirit would bear witness with our spirit that we are children of God.  And then it goes on to say, “And if children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs; if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him”.  It does not say here ‘suffer for Him’, but “suffer with him”.  I think that has some reference to the present time when we can suffer with Christ.  Think of all that is taking place on the earth at the present time.  Do you not think that heaven feels what takes place on earth?  The whole history of the world since sin came in has included natural disasters and atrocities.  That is part of the disorder that has come in through sin, and it is upon the whole creation.  We should seek to feel these things as God does.  I am speaking of God’s creation which belongs to Him, and if we suffer with Him we will know something of His feelings about these things.  It says in verse 19, “For the anxious looking out of the creature expects the revelation of the sons of God: for the creature has been made subject to vanity, not of its will, but by reason of him who has subjected the same, in hope that the creature itself also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God”.  This really anticipates the public appearing of Christ.  He will appear with His saints and what wonderful liberation it will be for all of creation.  That is really the scope of redemption.  Everything here has been affected by sin, and Christ will come and He will set it all free.  

It does not lessen the urgency of accepting Christ as your Saviour now, for that opportunity is available now during this day of grace.  But it says, “the creature itself also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God”.  The “glory of the children of God” belongs to those who are 

redeemed, but then there is going to be that benign influence which will come in through Christ in what we speak of as the millennium, and through the place that His assembly will have, and Israel too.  All creation will be liberated.  There will be no concern then over global warming, there will be no need for fertilisers to cause the harvest to grow, there will be no carnivorous animals.  Think of the wonderful conditions that will be brought in.  It says in verse 22, “For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now.  And not only that, but even we ourselves who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, that is the redemption of our body.  For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope?  But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience”.  The Lord will come soon in His glory.  What greatness belongs to Christ!  

I suppose the order of Melchisedec will be in view then, about which there is a certain mystery.  The priesthood of Aaron involved the thought of intercession, but the priesthood of Melchisedec brings with it the thought of blessing.  That can be known by believers now.  We can experience these conditions that we are speaking of.  The Lord Jesus will come into this world as the King of righteousness and the King of peace.  What an influence He will have!  The creation is His.  Is it any surprise that He will bring in this liberty that we have read of?  In Romans, creation is spoken of as His; He has never given it up.  That is the distinction between the world system that rejected Christ and is dead morally, and the creation and all that belongs to Him: it is all His.  Paul writes of the Lord “who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation, because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth”, Col.1:15.  The footnote says, ‘He was the one whose intrinsic power characterised the creation.  It exists as his creature’.3  And another footnote on the next page speaks about how Christ ‘is the characteristic power, the active instrument, and the end in creation’ 4.  He will bring in wonderful liberty.  

What a glorious time it will be when Christ appears, and all His saints will appear with Him.  Righteousness and peace will reign.  What a secret to carry in our hearts now while we bear in our spirits the sufferings of our fellow men.  I think it would be quite normal in a Christian’s experience to cry real tears, not only in relation to assembly sorrows but also in relation to what befalls men and what comes upon creation.  It is only believers who have the Spirit of Christ – “The Spirit bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God” – who can properly carry these things in their feelings and affections.  We wait in hope and patience; “if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience”.

May God bless the word.

Brechin

7 May 2022

 

 

Jimmy Drummond


Scripture references

John 18:1-8 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. [4] Jesus therefore, knowing all things that were coming upon him, went forth and said to them, Whom seek ye? [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them. [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground. [7] He demanded of them therefore again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus the Nazaraean. [8] Jesus answered, I told you that I am [he]: if therefore ye seek me, let these go away;
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Mark 11:1-8 (JND) [1] And when they draw near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples, [2] and says to them, Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no [child] of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it [here]. [3] And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither. [4] And they departed, and found a colt bound to the door without at the crossway, and they loose him. [5] And some of those who stood there said to them, What are ye doing, loosing the colt? [6] And they said to them as Jesus had commanded. And they let them [do it]. [7] And they led the colt to Jesus, and cast their clothes upon it, and he sat on it; [8] and many strewed their clothes on the way, and others cut down branches from the trees [and went on strewing them on the way].
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Luke 8:43-48 (JND) [43] And a woman who had a flux of blood since twelve years, who, having spent all her living on physicians, could not be cured by any one, [44] coming up behind, touched the hem of his garment, and immediately her flux of blood stopped. [45] And Jesus said, Who has touched me? But all denying, Peter and those with him said, Master, the crowds close thee in and press upon thee, and sayest thou, Who has touched me? [46] And Jesus said, Some one has touched me, for *I* have known that power has gone out from me. [47] And the woman, seeing that she was not hid, came trembling, and falling down before him declared before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was immediately healed. [48] And he said to her, [Be of good courage,] daughter; thy faith has healed thee; go in peace.

Romans 8:16-25 (JND) [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God. [17] And if children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christ's joint heirs; if indeed we suffer with [him], that we may also be glorified with [him]. [18] For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy [to be compared] with the coming glory to be revealed to us. [19] For the anxious looking out of the creature expects the revelation of the sons of God: [20] for the creature has been made subject to vanity, not of its will, but by reason of him who has subjected [the same], in hope [21] that the creature itself also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God. [22] For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now. [23] And not only [that], but even *we* ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, [that is] the redemption of our body. [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience.

2 Samuel 6 (JND) [1] And David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. [2] And David arose and went with all the people that were with him from Baale-Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God which is called by the name, the name of Jehovah of hosts who sitteth between the cherubim. [3] And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was upon the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. …
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Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Luke 18 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. …

Galatians 5:1 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage.

1 Corinthians 15:52 (JND) [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.

1 Corinthians 15:53 (JND) [53] For this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

John 18 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. …

John 16:32 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me.

Psalms 78 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Asaph.} Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. [2] I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter riddles from of old, [3] Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us: …

Luke 18:32 (JND) [32] for he shall be delivered up to the nations, and shall be mocked, and insulted, and spit upon.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Jonah 2:5-6 (JND) [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head. [6] I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth [closed] upon me for ever: But thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …
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Mark 11 (JND) [1] And when they draw near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples, [2] and says to them, Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no [child] of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it [here]. [3] And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither. …

Galatians 1:15 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace,

Matthew 21:5 (JND) [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

John 8:32 (JND) [32] and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.

Romans 7:15 (JND) [15] For that which I do, I do not own: for not what I will, this I do; but what I hate, this I practise.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

John 8:36 (JND) [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free.

John 11:43-44 (JND) [43] And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. [44] And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief. Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go.

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Colossians 1:15 (JND) [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation;



EXTRACT - HOW ARE WE SAVED?


Romans 1-8

I should like to go a little into the question, How are we saved?  In the first eight chapters of Romans we get the gospel fully brought out.  It is just the answer to the question, How can a man be just with God?  This is the great question of the whole epistle …

In Romans we get sinners, and they want justification … There are two parts of justification – "from sins" and "of life"; the first, the clearing me of my old state; and the second, the putting me into a new place before God.  These two parts are treated of distinctly in chapters 1 to 8 of this epistle, dividing them into two parts, the first part ending at chapter 5:11.  In chapter 1 we see the ground that called for justification -- "there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety."  It is … wrath against the sinner; and "all have sinned, and come short" – of what we ought to be? of the law? … the word says, "come short of the glory of God", Rom.3:23  The whole dealings of Christianity are on the ground of that.  You must either walk in the light, or have nothing to do with God … you are to “walk in the light, as he is in the light”, 1 John 1:7.

… there is another thing needed that fits you for glory, and that is Christ's work in grace.  The first thing we get about the gospel is, that it is "concerning his Son … Jesus Christ", not about ourselves first … He is become “to all them that obey him, author of eternal salvation”, Heb.5:9.

… "Through faith in his blood", Rom.3:25  Propitiation meets God as a righteous, holy Judge.  When a person has offended or wronged another, he requires a propitiation.  God provides the propitiation, and sets Christ forth as such … God's righteousness is now not only revealed, but also imputed, to the believer … justification 

or righteousness does not go farther than forgiveness here (chap.4:3-5).  There is a great deal more in justification, but we are not come to that yet.  The accounting righteous in this part of the epistle is the same as forgiveness.  What is a propitiation for?  Is it not for sin?  God sitting as a Judge, and man brought before Him guilty?  The death of Christ glorifies God Himself.  It is of immense importance to see the way God takes to put away the sins of the old man; there can be no peace without it …

In chapter 3 we get faith in the blood of Christ.  In chapter 4 it is faith in the God of resurrection – "believing on him who has raised from among the dead Jesus our Lord …", Rom.4:24.  I find the sinner in his sins, Christ dying, and the sins not imputed to [the sinner].  Here is a man who has done this, that, and the other, and Christ died for him.  God has raised up Christ, and I believe in Him, and am justified.  It is ratified.  Justification was not completed on the cross, the work by which we are justified was; but I do not get the assurance of it until I see Christ in resurrection; "but if Christ be not raised … ye are yet in your sins", 1 Cor.15:17.  If my surety is not out of prison, I cannot say I am justified.  Supposing me in prison for E.'s debt, my acquittance5 is his justification, not my paying the debt.  There are the two things necessary, not only the mortgage paid, but also the deed signed.  The work on the cross is that by which I am justified, He was raised again [for] our justifying.  He was delivered, our offences being before His mind.  He was raised, our justifying being before His mind. 

Then chapter 5 begins, "having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace …".  Here we get the whole past, present, and future: justified as to the past; having peace with God, and standing in the favour of God, as to the present; and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, as to the future.  Peace, favour, glory; what more can you want?  We may get all sorts of troubles here, but what a mercy God sees me righteous!  He never withdraws His eyes from the righteous.  I am a righteous man; now I can glory in tribulation, etc.  I have the key to all this.  I have learnt by all this process not only what I am, but what He is.  I have the Holy Spirit in me, as a consequence of justification, shedding abroad the love of God in my heart. I can joy, too, in God Himself … not only that I know myself, but I know God too – God in His own absolute goodness.  Peace is a fuller, deeper thing than joy; when I know that all is settled, and that I am reconciled, then I have peace.  A person may have joy, and not yet know himself reconciled.  The prodigal may have had a measure of joy in leaving the far country, but he has not peace till he has met the Father, and learns what is the Father's heart toward him.  This is all individual.  I have got my sins, my peace, my joy, etc.  You have got yours.

Extracted from ‘How are we saved’

J N Darby Collected Writings Vol.21 pp.193-196
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Scripture references

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Hebrews 5:9 (JND) [9] and having been perfected, became to all them that obey him, author of eternal salvation;

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

Romans 4:24 (JND) [24] but on ours also, to whom, believing on him who has raised from among [the] dead Jesus our Lord,

1 Corinthians 15:17 (JND) [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins.



Notes


	[←1]
	J N Darby Collected Writings Vol.21 pp.192-196 (see extract)




See footnote ‘ k ’ to Rom.5:16

	[←2]
	



Footnote ‘k’

	[←3]
	



Footnote ‘c’ to v.16

	[←4]
	



	[←5]
	 Acquittance: a document evidencing a discharge from an obligation; a written receipt attesting the settlement of a fine or debt.
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