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A. C. Craig 

Matthew 5: 38–42 

I want to say something about the second mile. The first mile is the requirement, the commandment, the law. The second mile is Christianity. I want to raise the question with every one of us as to whether we are exhibiting anything of the second mile; it is the line of excess, that is Christianity. We referred to Philemon today. Paul in writing to Philemon about Onesimus, who had left Philemon and somehow got into the prison beside Paul and was converted, when sending him back says this, “I have written to thee, knowing that thou wilt do even more than I say” (Philemon 21). That is Christianity—“do even more than I say”. 

The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us, that is by the Spirit, but the Christian is capable of far more than that. The keeping of the law is an easy thing for a Christian because he has the Spirit, but it is not only the law that he would fulfil, he would aim at even more than is required. The great types are all contributory to this thought; Rebecca, Ruth, Abigail, the woman of worth, they all contribute to this great matter of excess. It would be proper to us as belonging to the assembly, that we are marked by this line of excess. 

I want to speak first about the Lord Jesus, because He is the One who has set this matter on more than anybody else, as to the line of excess. I suppose keeping the commandment, the first mile, was from the manger to the mount of transfiguration. I think He filled out the complete pathway of God’s will between these two points. How wonderfully He set it out, every detail in its place in that perfect holy life. He comes to the point of the mount of transfiguration when heaven would have received Him. I speak carefully about the Lord completing the first mile, but He did, He fulfilled God’s 

will in every detail in perfection. How wonderful were the things that came into His pathway between those two points, and He was transfigured in glory. How great that is! You think of the wonder of it, a blessed Man on the mount of transfiguration as the One who had accomplished in detail this pathway for God’s pleasure and glory. Heaven might have taken Him home then, the way was open for Him to go in, but He declines and comes down the mountain and goes to the cross; from there on right to the cross I think is the excess, the second mile. You think of not only the teaching but what came out in His life, the detail of it, the wonderful excess of grace that was manifest. Think of these great parables that He brought out, especially in Luke, as to the wonderful character of blessing, and too the Spirit that marked Himself. Repeatedly in that section, from the mount of transfiguration on, you see Him on a journey and the detail of that journey to me, is like the excess of grace. In Luke 10, the Samaritan as he journeyed, what grace came out in that! Then He went through city by city, village by village, journeying towards Jerusalem. How great that is! I think you get an excess of grace in that in His committal to the will of God; but then there is what marked Himself and belonged to Himself, what He expressed as on this second mile! Then we have the man who went to his friend at midnight and said, “Friend, let me have three loaves, since a friend of mine on a journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him”, Luke 11: 5, 6. Who was that Friend? That was the One who appeared in glory on the mount of transfiguration. He was on a journey. Where was He going? He was going on to Calvary, on to the cross. He was on a journey, and the man was begging three loaves from his friend, because he had nothing to set before this Friend on a journey. 

Beloved brethren, I think the Spirit of God would appeal to our hearts, presenting Jesus in this way of journeying on, and the kind of thing that came out in that period of His service here to me is like the excess of 

grace. In Luke 14 and 15 He is giving expression to what marked Himself. Then He spoke the parable about the bondman who was ploughing and shepherding all day, when he comes home at night after a hard day’s work and expects his meal to be ready, but his master says, 

“Prepare what I shall sup on ... and after that thou shalt eat and drink”, Luke 17: 8. He goes and does it, like Jesus. What a spirit! After ploughing or shepherding all day he goes and gets his master’s meal ready. The Lord taught His disciples after that to say, “we have done what it was our duty to do”. What a spirit marked Christ! As coming to the end of the dispensation, I think He would have it that certain features of Himself should come into expression; the detail of grace that should be in expression. If your neighbour compels you to go a mile, you might say, What right have you to tell me to go a mile? There is nothing like the first mile to raise the flesh, that was the intention of the law, to bring out what was there. You might say, I do not like your spirit, what right have you to compel me to go a mile? It is a question of the spirit that marks us, as I said about the man who was told, “Prepare what I shall sup on ... and after that thou shalt eat and drink”. Then it says, “when ye shall have done all things that have been ordered you, say, We are unprofitable bondmen”, Luke 17: 10. That is the spirit of Christ. It is a question really, in these latter days, of the spirit that is marking us. 

Now I want to speak of these types I have named already. Whether Rebecca represents the assembly or the personnel of the assembly, excess marked her. When she was asked for a sip of water, she not only did that but she drew for the camels also. She was marked by excess. 

That comes in I believe in not only meeting the requirement, that should be easy for us, but we want to go further than meeting the requirement, we want to go the second mile and be marked by the grace that is proper to the dispensation. That is a very important thing I am sure, so she draws not only for the servant 

but for the camels also. She was marked by the excess of grace, and I am sure the Spirit of God would help us in the exposition of that, to be characterised by it. There is what she manifested in her service in drawing for the camels until they had drunk enough, and in her beautiful deportment through the chapter, then she finishes up by springing off the camel. All that comes into the matter of being marked by the excess of grace. She had a veil which she took to cover herself. We should learn how to use the veil, and hold ourselves exclusively for Christ. Rebecca took the veil and covered herself; she went the second mile, she was characterised by grace. Things arise that test us continually, and the question would be whether we are able to go forward in this matter of the second mile, and be expressive of the dispensation, the grace of the dispensation. Go with him two, the Lord says, if he compels you to go one mile go with him two (see Matthew 5: 41). I think that shows that He is committed to the expression of grace. 

I refer also to Ruth, she was marked by that as well. The servant said about her, “her sitting in the house has been little as yet”, Ruth 2: 7. All these Old Testament types furnish us with something that would help us in regard of taking on what came out in them. You think of Ruth, dear younger people, the servant said that about her, “her sitting in the house has been little as yet”. Think of her out in the field gleaning. She was not only filling out the commandment, but was committed in the way that she was able to gather up something that she could give to others. Ruth had a cloak that would hold six measures of barley. Think of what that means to be so committed and devoted! I am old and I say to you, do not be half-hearted, do not waste your time. Ruth did not waste any time, she was in the field gleaning; but she had the privilege of sitting down at the mealtime among the reapers, although she was not a reaper. You come in among the brethren, and you are a gleaner; but you come in among the brethren who are reapers, they are greater than you; always keep that in your 

mind, your local brethren are greater than you; respect them. She sat among the reapers, and it says that Boaz reached her parched corn. She sat near enough to Boaz that he could reach her parched corn. You come to the meeting, you sit down, sit down reverently, you have some sense of what the dignity of the meeting is, what belongs to it; and you keep near to Christ, and you sit near Him, in your own consciousness you sit near to Christ. She was within his reach, he reached her parched corn. That is not what she got by gleaning, that was something she got direct from him; you can get that in the meetings, you can sit in the meeting and get something direct from Christ. What a privilege that is! What Ruth reserved she took home and gave to her mother-in-law, not what she had gleaned, although she saw that, but what she gave to her was what she got direct from Boaz himself. 

All this is recompense then if we are prepared to do a little more. She might have come to the end of the day and she might have retired, given in, but no “her sitting in the house has been little as yet”. I bring this forward for the young people’s sake that they might be marked by this matter of committal, giving themselves to the Lord, and to know what it is to get something directly from Himself. I just run over these types because they all refer to ourselves and the things that marked them should mark us. We are not just to say, Well, I have done enough, my part is over, but to go the second mile. It is always open to us, that privilege, to go the second mile. 

I refer to Abigail, both Rebecca and Abigail were persons who took on responsibility. That is another important matter, it belongs to the second mile too. Rebecca said, when Jacob objected to going in before his father, “On me by thy curse”, Genesis 27: 13. How much am I prepared to take on? How much am I going to take on in respect of some issue that comes up? or do I stand for my rights? The same with Abigail when she came to 

David with all that wealth, what a woman of excess she was! Brethren, I feel for myself, we are so lacking in the Christian spirit, I think we are better Jews than we are Christians. We know the law, we know the requirement, we can lay it down, but what is there about me that is really Christian, that can go the second mile? Think of all the wealth that Abigail brought, and she said to David, “let it be given to the young men that follow my lord”, 1 Samuel 25: 27. She had something else, but this was for the young men and she comes in and says, 

“Upon me, my lord, upon me let the iniquity be”, 1 Samuel 25: 24. How much am I prepared to take on in this kind of spirit? I think it belongs to those characterised by grace. How much am I prepared to carry? Or am I standing for my rights? How much am I prepared to take up in the way of upon me be the iniquity? How much can I absorb in view of the whole situation, whatever it is, being met? How much am I able to absorb? That is proper to the Christian spirit, it belongs to the second mile. But she had something else, she had excess; she had all this wealth, and she says to David, Give it to the young men, but I have something more for you. Abigail had something more for David himself and she brought it out and that is what won David over; what she brought in her heart in respect of David. She had a real appreciation of David, “my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days”. This is her appreciation; the food was for the young men, but she had something else for David that he needed. O, for the ability and the wealth to be able to handle the situation like that. It was a very difficult situation, David was on his way with the sword, and yet she halted him and turned the whole situation round. She belonged to the dispensation, so to speak, of grace, she was marked by excess. I plead for this, dear brethren, that we might not only be going the first mile, maintaining the requirement, that is necessary, and you cannot do the second mile if you do not do the first one, but we want to do more, “do even more than I say”. That is the point. What is coming out in our 

handling of one another? Does it belong to the first mile or the second mile? Go with him two, that tests us, does it not, tests us as to our resources, whether we have greater love. 

Now the woman of worth, I speak about her. What a woman of excess she was. She represents what any locality can be; working things out during the absence of her husband; things are maintained without any lack—she is a very remarkable woman. For the benefit of the younger people, that section in Proverbs 31, is an acrostic; from verse 10 to the end of the chapter there are twenty-two verses, and each verse begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It takes this whole alphabet to set out what this woman is. On the other hand, she is setting out what the alphabet is. Every detail of the alphabet is set out in the woman. That is what the Spirit of God is saying. It is amazing in Scripture where you get these instances of the setting out of the truth of what is acrostic and alphabetical, setting out things in detail. 

This woman sets that out in the absence of her husband for he does not appear to be there. I commend this to us, that there is something coming into expression that came out in Christ. 

He Himself set out the whole alphabet; there was not anything lacking in Him; He is the Word. The Spirit of God would help us so that in our lives, and in our part in the testimony, we are setting something out that has already come out in Christ. That is what this woman is doing typically, and she was not content with just the first mile. As I said, what came out in the Lord in the section from the mount of transfiguration to the cross was the excess of grace, and this woman typically sets out also a wonderful excess of grace. She is in constant touch with another scene; she brings her food from afar. They are very practical these things, as I said, Rebecca had a veil, Ruth had a cloak and Abigail had a towel. Abigail, when she came to be David’s wife, she said that she would wash his servant’s feet, she brought her towel. 

This second mile tests us as to what sort of a spirit we 

are manifesting in our application of the truth, whether there is any expression of Christianity. 

The woman of worth made body coats and so on, what wonderful detail of the truth she would set out to all the saints, in order that they might be suitably clothed. What detail marks her! All this belongs to this matter, dear brethren, of the second mile; not an eye for an eye or a tooth for a tooth, not demanding and laying down the law, but the different spirit that marks her. It will carry the day, it will get God’s approval, and bring about a complete solution. We had here on Thursday night how Abishai and Joab went out to battle and they were so far successful but they could not conclude the matter. The matter was not concluded until David was brought in, and it said that the Syrians came no more. Once David was brought in the Syrians came no more (see 2 Samuel 10: 19). The great thing is to bring the Lord in. The great lever in this matter of the truth in a practical sense is to bring Him in, and things will be brought to a conclusion. 

I commend this to us then, that the second mile involves Christianity; it involves the expression of the truth that has come out in Himself, and in these types too; they speak of the personnel as well as the assembly. In these days in which we are we are tested, constantly tested, we might raise questions, and the law would test us, that is why it was brought in, to make sin exceedingly sinful. It raises the flesh, but then, there is something else, and the Spirit of God would help us in this matter of going the second mile, and giving some expression to this great feature, the quality that belongs to the dispensation of grace. May we all be found, dear brethren, on this line of going the second mile, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Peterhead, 14 May 1994 

DIVINE SUPPLY FOR BELIEVERS 

G. C. McKay 

Romans 12: 1–7; Ephesians 4: 1–8 

I was thinking, dear brethren, of the divine gift that is alluded to in these scriptures, what is given to each one of us. It is a very encouraging thought that we are not left to pursue our path in the testimony, the Christian pathway, without resource. We are not left, as has often been said at our own charges, but rather we are given a wonderful supply from above. We could speak much of what that would consist of, but it is clear that the gift of the Holy Spirit is the great thought in Scripture of what the assembly is endowed with, and which each individual believer as having received the Spirit benefits from, as the power to walk and to fulfil responsibility in every detail and every aspect of our lives. We are given a resource—

not simply a standard, or doctrines or tenets of belief—but actually a power. So we have a blessed Object for our hearts in Christ, but also a power down here in the Holy Spirit sent by Christ. 

While we could speak about that generally, these scriptures refer to what each one has been given, and so therefore we would not be able to read these scriptures and exclude ourselves, or exclude anybody in the room. We would have to think of ourselves, and think of each brother and sister, that each one has been given something. That is very specific. We need just to read the scripture and to believe it, to accept it. In verse 3 of chapter 12 of Romans it says, “as God has dealt to each a measure of faith”. The context is, of course, that we are committed in devotion to God, presenting our bodies a living sacrifice; our minds and affections are involved in this and our whole way of life. But then having this committal and devotion, as we have come into the gain of the teaching of the gospel in Romans, 

the question comes in as to what Paul would say. It is very striking that he says, “For I say, through the grace which has been given to me”. In other words, Paul is speaking about a very practical matter. He does not say, ‘as an apostle or through revelation’, but “through the grace which has been given to me”; it is an experimental statement. He says, I have proved something, through the grace which has been given to me I can say this, I would love to be able to speak about things more as experience and a little less as just simply light. Paul says, 

“to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think”, which would be a guard for us not to become elated in any way, “but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith”. Now that is not just a general thought. It is that each brother and sister, each person, has been dealt a measure of faith. It is not only that each has been put under the shelter of the blood of Christ, given the gift of the Holy Spirit, taken up according to divine thoughts going back to a past eternity, but in this present time we should be conscious that we have been dealt a measure of faith. 

The scripture goes on to speak about one body in Christ, and how we might occupy ourselves, and how we have a link with one another, “each one members one of the other”. 

So that we have to take account of ourselves, and then we are to take account of one another, in the light of this fact that each one has been dealt a measure of faith. The thought of the divine system, I understand, is that a believer is not inert, not simply a recipient. There is much that we have received, but the thought of the divine system is that there is activity, and there is power for it too. In fact this section brings out that everything is to be according to faith, and that each person has a measure of faith. In other words, I need to respect the fact that perhaps someone has more faith than I have; someone perhaps less, but I have to be sober in my mind. What I cannot say is that I have not been given my measure of faith; I 

am not a believer at all if I say that. As a believer you have been given a measure of faith, not just as something that is to lie there inert, but in view of being active. So that whatever God might help you to do in relation to one body in Christ, in relation to others, you have a resource for it, you have your measure of faith. 

Now that is a challenge, first of all as to whether I am going beyond what faith I have; but I suppose it is a greater challenge to most of us as to whether we are actually using the faith we have. Am I active? This chapter in Romans is full of activity of a multitude of kinds, and it shows that we have a resource to help one another. We belong to one body in Christ and are members one of another, and we can help one another, and we need one another. Therefore, if I am not using the measure of faith I have been given, and I am just sitting in my seat when I should not be, then there is some loss; there is some edification or some help that is not coming in. Not that it is all a matter of what is public, for much of this would be proceeding behind the scenes. If there is to be a healthy locality, if there is to be spiritual prosperity which is according to God, it involves that every member of the body has to be in full activity—not over activity, and not under activity, because we have each been given a measure of faith. We each have that measure of faith; light from God, a sense of what divine things are, a link with God and a sense of what the truth is, so that we are able to proceed, not blindly, but as having faith. 

Now in Ephesians 4, we have an allusion to the body—“one body and one Spirit ... one hope of your calling”. We are in relation to great matters, the wonderful truths outlined in the earlier chapters, and now we are coming down to our links with one another, “to walk worthy of the calling ... with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love”. So that again the scripture is proceeding to speak of our practical relations together as saints in the light of the 

epistle to the Ephesians. These circles are often spoken of, “one body and one Spirit … one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism”. These are all blessed truths. We live in our spiritual life and in our practical lives too in relation to them. “One Lord, one faith, one baptism” would bring in all the line of kingdom truth. Then again, “one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all”. These great matters exist and we are in relation to them, and again it comes down to each one of us. 

It is very easy to count yourself out of certain things, to discount yourself as if it is a right thing to do. You might say, I do not want to be proud. That is a feature of the flesh, it is true, but maybe it is a feature of the flesh to discount ourselves and just say, Well, I do not have anything or I have only very little. We often say things like that, and I suppose we would try to keep humble in that, but still, “to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”. That is Christ has given us something, given us grace. The scripture goes on to point out that it is an ascended Christ who has given gifts to men. So therefore it involves the power that is in Christ on high as having overcome the power of evil, the One who descended and the One who ascended. You might say, Well, the scripture goes on to these great gifts “some apostles, and some prophets”, and so on. But verse 7 is not exactly that, it is not the great gifts that are alluded to at all, because it says, “to each one of us”, that is brother and sister alike, old and young alike—“to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”. So that with all the great gifts that are referred to, there is also the whole body and every joint of supply. It says, “according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”, Ephesians 4: 16. So that Christianity is a great active system, involving energy and power and resource. It involves nothing clerical, but rather that each brother and sister 

has a resource, has been given a measure of faith and a measure of grace, and that is to be active; we are not to be lethargic, but to look to see what we have. 

The question is often raised, How do I discover what my measure of faith is? As far as I understand, the one thing to do is to try to do something. You are never going to discover what you have unless you try to use it; you will never find out how strong you are, even physically, unless you try to exert your strength. Well, why not use your faith? Use the grace that has been given, and you may find that you have more than you thought you had, you may find that the Lord will help you, not to become proud, not to get out of your place, but to find your place and fill it out. Now if we all do that, what a system it is! What self-building up in love; what edification; what life; what resource! Resource is given not only for our benefit, but for the benefit of the body, that we might help one another. We all have an endowment, and with it a responsibility, dear brethren, but how encouraging it is to see that we are not left just to struggle on without resource, but we have been given what would help us in our pathway here. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
4 January 1994 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 5:38-42 (JND) [38] Ye have heard that it has been said, Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. [39] But *I* say unto you, not to resist evil; but whoever shall strike thee on thy right cheek, turn to him also the other; [40] and to him that would go to law with thee and take thy body coat, leave him thy cloak also. [41] And whoever will compel thee to go one mile, go with him two. [42] To him that asks of thee give, and from him that desires to borrow of thee turn not away.

Philemon 1:21 (JND) [21] Being confident of thine obedience, I have written to thee, knowing that thou wilt do even more than I say.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 11:5-6 (JND) [5] And he said to them, Who among you shall have a friend, and shall go to him at midnight and say to him, Friend, let me have three loaves, [6] since a friend of mine on a journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him;

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 17:8 (JND) [8] But will he not say to him, Prepare what I shall sup on, and gird thyself and serve me that I may eat and drink; and after that *thou* shalt eat and drink?

Luke 17:10 (JND) [10] Thus *ye* also, when ye shall have done all things that have been ordered you, say, We are unprofitable bondmen; we have done what it was our duty to do.

Matthew 5:41 (JND) [41] And whoever will compel thee to go one mile, go with him two.

Ruth 2:7 (JND) [7] and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. And she came, and has continued from the morning until now: her sitting in the house has been little as yet.

Genesis 27:13 (JND) [13] And his mother said to him, On me [be] thy curse, my son! Only hearken to my voice, and go, fetch [them].

1 Samuel 25:27 (JND) [27] And now this blessing which thy bondmaid has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men that follow my lord.

1 Samuel 25:24 (JND) [24] and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, [upon] me let the iniquity be; but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

2 Samuel 10:19 (JND) [19] And all the kings that were servants to Hadarezer saw that they were routed before Israel, and they made peace with Israel, and served them. And the Syrians feared to help the children of Ammon any more.

Romans 12:1-7 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other. [6] But having different gifts, according to the grace which has been given to us, whether [it be] prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith; [7] or service, [let us occupy ourselves] in service; or he that teaches, in teaching;

Ephesians 4:1-8 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. [4] [There is] one body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling; [5] one Lord, one faith, one baptism; [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all. [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ. [8] Wherefore he says, Having ascended up on high, he has led captivity captive, and has given gifts to men.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 4:16 (JND) [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.



CHRIST AS THE MAN OF SORROWS

J. D. Gray 

Isaiah 52: 7, 13–15; 53: 1, 4–6; John 1: 9–13; 1 John 5: 18, 21 

I suppose that in the literality of the scripture in Isaiah 52 it refers to the day that is yet to come, although the spirit of it would mark the present dispensation; but it refers, I think, to a day that is yet to come, that there are going to be feet upon the mountains that announce glad tidings of peace, publish peace. From verse 13 where I read, 

“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be exalted and be lifted up, and be very high”, it is an indication that it is a time when Christ is going to come into His own and take up His reins of government. There is not much peace in this world at the present time; thank God for any peace we do have. But here there are announcers of glad tidings of peace. It says, 

“Thy God reigneth!”, that is the day that is yet to come. What a day for the world it will be when these announcers of peace, after a long dark night of sorrow and suffering in this world, herald that Christ will take up His kingdom in this world. The Lord Jesus Christ is in heaven at the present time, having suffered on this earth as we shall see. He is in heaven, but He is coming again to take control of the world and to reign for a thousand years. I think that is what this scripture refers to in its literality, but it is a wonderful thing to hear the glad tidings now about Christ. 

In the day to come there are going to be kings that are astonished at Him, at the place the Lord Jesus will be given as the Son of man. The Lord Jesus as the Son of man has a distinctive place, and He is going to be very exalted, be lifted up, be very high. There are many who will be astonished at the place that Christ will have as He appears in His glory; coming in the clouds, coming with His saints. This prophet brings out that “kings shall shut their mouths at him”, when they see the place that Jesus has been given. There is an interjection by the Spirit of God that I want to draw your attention to, his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men”. That does not refer to Him when He is coming in His glory, but it is interesting that the Spirit of God puts it in, right in the midst of the section telling us about the coming of the Son of man in His glory, to tell us that that Person, that blessed Man, was the same Person whose “visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men”. That statement stands without compare, no matter how our visages, or our faces, have been marred, and our forms have been marred. Here is a Man whose visage was marred more than any man’s. His face bore the tokens of what He suffered, “and his form more than the children of men”. 

The Lord Jesus, thirty-three-and-a-half years old when He was crucified, bore the tokens of a suffering Saviour, of “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”. What is on my heart in this scripture was verse 4 of chapter 53 which I will come to. It says, “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”. What it is to think that the Lord Jesus when He was here displayed such remarkable powers, powers of the world to come; disease never remained in His presence, death never occurred in the presence of the Son of God when He was here in manhood here below. No man ever died in His presence, no man ever suffered in His presence but was relieved of the sufferings. He is the blessed Man who bore the marks of it, what He took away in His power He bore in His spirit, but His body showed the marks of His entering in sympathetically to the sufferings of humanity. Isaiah 53, in its setting in the Scriptures, refers to the remnant of Israel coming to appreciate what Christ had been for them. For the believer, Isaiah 53 is a choice portion of Scripture, and it gives the expressions of a believer when reflecting all that Christ has been to him, and for him. It is not exactly the expressions of a soul seeking God, it is the expressions of a soul who has known God, the expressions of a soul who is coming to repentance, maybe not fully arrived at it, but coming to repentance, and yet by the time he goes through Isaiah 53 he has come to repentance. God is looking for repentance from us all. 

What struck me in regard of this scripture was not only what Israel felt as coming to God, because Israel had been a nation that had gone after idols, and the book of Isaiah is dealing with God’s issue with them 

because of idolatry, but the Spirit of God would have more in mind than only Israel’s appreciation of Christ. I think it would have in mind all who come to God by Him, in appreciation of Christ, who has “borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”. Oh the sorrows of humanity! In the flesh and blood condition that we are all in, we all know what sorrows are, what sufferings are. The fall has brought it all, the fall of man. Those telling words when God said to Adam, Where art thou? and what has thou done? (Genesis 3: 9), concisely tell us everything. All the sufferings that have come into this world are a result of the fall, whether it is the awful conditions in the world presently as you think of Somalia and people starving through civil war, power-seeking men, or Bosnia, or Yugoslavia, or these islands in which we are, which through God’s mercy have a government that maintains a degree of law and order for which we are thankful; but humanity is suffering worldwide as a result of the fall, generation after generation, and Christ bore it all. He has “borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”, that is the sorrows of humanity. The Lord knew it all, He encompassed it all. In anticipation of the cross in Gethsemane when He prayed, He fell to the earth and prayed intently. Jesus could cover the whole history of man, the whole history of you and me. But what a comfort to a believer, what a comfort to a person seeking Christ, to understand he is coming into contact with One who has borne his griefs and carried his sorrows. I would encourage all of us to seek the face of the Lord Jesus in prayer, because of Him, and of Him alone, it could be said, “he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”. He was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”, as we sang in our hymn— 

‘“Man of sorrows!” what a name 

For the Son of God, who came 

Ruined sinners to redeem! 

Hallelujah! what a Saviour!’ (Hymn 426). 

That is the Person we have to tell you about. I want to endear this verse to your heart tonight. 

“Surely he 

hath borne our griefs”; “he”, that Person, emphatically. The Lord Jesus is distinctive in the Godhead. He is the Person of the Godhead who came into humanity; He has the sympathies of humanity in His heart because He is a Man. He remains a Man for ever, Scripture tells us that, He lives in the power of indissoluble life (Hebrews 7: 16). He has carried our sorrows, He has borne our griefs, He knows what they are. He bore them when here, He sympathises with us now even when He is above, but for Him, in view of peace being ours, “the chastisement of our peace was upon him”, that is the Lord Jesus Christ. In Isaiah 52 verse 7, the preacher publishes peace, the preacher has never made your peace for you, but here is One who has made peace for those who believe on Him, “he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”, Isaiah 53: 5. The sin question cannot be ignored. Cain sinned in slaying his brother and God said to him, the sin-offering lieth at the door (see Genesis 4: 7). There was availability for repentance and a way back, God has made that way back. The Lord Jesus is the One who is “the chastisement of our peace”, if we are to know peace. I wonder if we all know peace with God? We were speaking this afternoon in the reading of the Scriptures of the Lord Jesus when going away from His own, He said, “I give my peace to you”, John 14: 27. That is the peace we can have in the presence of God, without fear, without conscience being disturbed. When you go into God’s presence and you kneel on your knees, is your conscience disturbed? There is no need for it to be disturbed any more, because “he is our peace” (Ephesians 2: 14); Christ has “made peace by the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1: 20), only trust Him. What a Saviour He is, the Lord Jesus Christ! The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1: 7). I can put my faith in that Person, I can trust in His precious blood and I can have peace with God. What a peace it is to have! But for believers to have peace with God, the Lord Jesus Christ had to suffer. I can tell you what the scripture 

says, I can tell you what I know myself, that He bore my sins in His body on the tree. It is available for you, it is available for all. What a blessed thing it is to be refreshed by the knowledge of it, that He bore my sins in His body on the tree, to be able to say that. There are many believers who can say that, some have been able to say it for a long time, but it never grows old, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. It ever remains fresh and true. What a blessed state it is to be able to go into God’s presence and be at home there. 

When God came down in the garden in the cool of the day to commune with man, Adam hid himself because he had sinned. What a moment for God to discover that, to speak simply; but what a time for God when Christ bore our sins, when He bore my sins in His body on the tree, and I come into the gain of that, come to know what forgiveness of sins is, peace with God, and go into the divine presence and seek His face. Oh, seek His face, I appeal to you. 

Seek it first as a repenting sinner, then as repenting and forgiven seek it again. What a blessed state it is to know the presence and the sympathy of Christ as the One who has borne our sins and carried our sorrows, no matter what sorrows we carry. Some among us have carried sorrows, we all have carried sorrows, and a good number of us carry sorrows, but to know that He has carried them; and not only that, but He has put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself. The Lord Jesus Christ offered Himself without spot to God by the eternal Spirit (Hebrews 9: 14); that is, the Lord Jesus took up the matter Himself. “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”. He never turned to His own way. “All we like sheep have gone astray”, that is true of all of us. There is no exemption for any, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. When you come to know Christ as your Saviour, you have to admit it, that you were going astray when He found you. “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, wilfulness on our part yet He went after us, left the ninety-and-nine in the wilderness to go after that which is lost. If you are the stray sheep, my friend, he will go after you; and we have all known that because we have all been stray sheep, scripture says so, “we have turned every one to his own way”. We exercise the right of our own wills over against the will of God, and that is sin. Sin is lawlessness. In preferring my own will it is a despisal of the will of God; but through the glad tidings God brings me to a conviction and my will is broken. What a day when my will was broken, what a day when your will was broken. There are many here, their wills have been broken, brought into subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ. That is a blessed state, to come into the blessing of subjection to that blessed Person, the One who has been made Lord and Christ, to come into subjection to Him, the One of whom it says, “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”. He is the One who could say on the cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He is the One who put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. May the Lord help us to appreciate these things. 

In John’s gospel it says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”. As I understand it, it would be to Israel that He came, as the people that God had owned, but they rejected Him. Then there is another company, “as many as received him”. Do we all belong to that company? “As many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”. Now my friend, if you have received Christ, you have a right to take the place of being among the children of God, that is a distinguishment. God introduces distinguishment, and that is a distinguishment to those that believe on His name, it says, “who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh’s will, nor of man’s will, but of God”. 

These are persons who are believers, “children of God”. They belong to the family of God, “as many as received him”. 

There is a dignity attaching to the children of God. The children of God are viewed in Scripture as believers in this scene, in this world, testimonially, and their parentage would be acknowledged in their lives. If you are a believer there is a work of God in your soul, and that work of God ever remains, nothing and no one can ever destroy the work of God in a believer’s soul. As many as have received Christ can take that place, He gives us the right to take the place of children of God. 

But then there is an exercise that develops in my heart as to the fact that I belong to a dignified family, the family of God. As I said, the children of God are always viewed as in the testimonial sphere, and character comes out in children. We know that by parentage in the flesh; character comes out in children that is not always to our benefit. I say that in a sober way, but it is true. Then other things come out in our children that are honouring to our character, I am talking naturally. Children of God derive their character from God, it is the divine work in the believer’s soul. If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus there has been a work of God in your soul. He has imparted something to you, and He has imparted it by His own working, it began in new birth. “The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes”, John 3: 8. Divine sovereignty has entered into your life in operating in your soul in new birth, giving you a taste and a desire after God. That is God’s goodness, it leads man to repentance. Divine sovereignty operates in divine goodness leading you to repentance till you come to a point in your life where you accept Christ as your Saviour, you receive Him, that is the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who 

“coming into the world, lightens every man”. There was nothing hid from that light when He was in this world. He lightened every man, the light was cast upon every one, nothing was hid, it was not done in a corner, but then there were those who received Him. Perhaps most in this room are under that category of having received Him, and therefore 

belong to the children of God. There is divine workmanship in your soul, the knowledge of God resident in an earthen vessel, resident in a body of humiliation, a body of suffering and sorrow and disease, and in that vessel there is something that belongs to God, it is a treasure that He has placed there. Oh to give scope to that treasure! 

John’s epistle says that such a person keeps himself, and that is what I wanted to come to in regard to ‘born of God’, “We know that every one begotten of God does not sin”. Now that is a statement that John makes which is a repeat of what he says in chapter 3, verse 9, “Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin”. If we are true to the work of God in ourselves we will not practise sin. Now this is as much a challenge to me as to any person sitting in this room, “Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him”, that is God’s seed, “and he cannot sin because he has been begotten of God”. Now that is true of the work of God itself, but then I have to tell you that we are still in flesh and blood condition which, if I use the word a ‘mixed condition’, means it is a condition to which in me sin attaches, that is the flesh and blood condition. So I need power to be true to the work of God in me, that is what the scripture says. “We know that every one begotten of God does not sin”, now that is an abstract statement taking the work of God by itself, and if I am true to it I will not practise sin. But then there is the exhortation, “he that has been begotten of God keeps himself”, that is the believer. Now I ask us all whether we keep ourselves. That is responsibility. Although we are brought to Christ as Saviour, brought to God to know Him as Father, a Father who is in heaven who cares for us, and brought to know the Lord Jesus Christ who cares for us, we still need to keep ourselves. 

The Lord Jesus, when He went on high, sent the Spirit of God here to indwell believers, and the Holy Spirit is the power that we can exercise within ourselves to keep ourselves; a divine Person taking His abode in the believer in order that he may keep himself. He is a bulwark against sin operating in the flesh; that is the Spirit of God, I can turn to Him. I can turn to any of the divine Persons, but the Spirit of God in the believer becomes a bulwark to protect him. We all need to protect ourselves. We are all vulnerable, there is not one of us here that is not vulnerable, we are in flesh and blood condition. We go out amongst men into company through business and other ways, and you find you have to pray that you be helped to comport yourself like a believer. That is, he that is begotten of God keeps himself; you cannot trust yourself, you cannot trust the flesh, you cannot trust the weakness of the flesh. The capability is there in me to sin, after the flesh, but if I am true to the work of God in me I will keep myself, because I do not want to sin, I do not want to practise sin. Though I have been begotten of God and belong to the family of God, in the present circumstances while I am in flesh and blood condition, I need to learn what it is to keep myself, “and the wicked one does not touch him”. The Spirit of God is a greater power in the believer, helping you and me to overcome the world and overcome the wicked one, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. The wicked one is always seeking to divert, always seeking to introduce failure into the life of every true believer, but you learn by experience daily to keep yourself. Oh to know what it is characteristically to bow the knee to Christ every day, morning and evening! Learn what it is to be kept, given the power to keep yourself by the Spirit so as to be pleasurable to God. The dignity that belongs to the family of God becomes evident in believers in this world who are a testimony to the power of God, because they keep themselves so that the wicked one does not touch them. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Edinburgh
27 December 1992 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 52:7-15 (JND) [7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace; that announceth glad tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! [8] The voice of thy watchmen, they lift up the voice, they sing aloud together; for they shall see eye to eye, when Jehovah shall bring again Zion. [9] Break forth, sing aloud together, waste places of Jerusalem; for Jehovah comforteth his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. [10] Jehovah hath made bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. [11] Depart, depart, go out from thence, touch not what is unclean; go out of the midst of her, be ye clean, that bear the vessels of Jehovah. [12] For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight; for Jehovah will go before you, and the God of Israel will be your rear-guard. [13] Behold, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be exalted and be lifted up, and be very high. [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men [15] so shall he astonish many nations; kings shall shut their mouths at him: for what had not been told them shall they see, and what they had not heard shall they consider.

Isaiah 53:1-6 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

John 1:9-13 (JND) [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man. [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not. [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; [13] who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh's will, nor of man's will, but of God.

1 John 5:18-21 (JND) [18] We know that every one begotten of God does not sin, but he that has been begotten of God keeps himself, and the wicked [one] does not touch him. [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one]. [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. [21] Children, keep yourselves from idols.

Isaiah 52 (JND) [1] Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. [2] Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, captive daughter of Zion. [3] For thus saith Jehovah: Ye have sold yourselves for nought, and ye shall be redeemed without money. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Genesis 3:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah Elohim called to Man, and said to him, Where art thou?

Hebrews 7:16 (JND) [16] who has been constituted not according to law of fleshly commandment, but according to power of indissoluble life.

Isaiah 52:7 (JND) [7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace; that announceth glad tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Isaiah 53:5 (JND) [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.

Genesis 4:7 (JND) [7] If thou doest well, will not [thy countenance] look up [with confidence]? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door; and unto thee [shall be] his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

Ephesians 2:14 (JND) [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure,

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

John 3:8 (JND) [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.



EXTRACT

A weight of another character pressed upon The Lord, I doubt not, often through His life; and must and ought to have done so, though only showing perfectness (that is, in blessed submission to the divine will). I mean the anticipation, when the time was there for Him to look at it (how often are we distracted by our little anticipated sorrows!), of His sufferings on the cross and their true and pressing character. On His path of life death lay. He could not, as we see, take His part with the excellent of the earth, and bring them into the purposed, or indeed, any real and permanent blessing, without going through death, and death as the wages of sin, for they were sinners. If the corn of wheat did not fall into the ground and die, it abode alone. There none could follow—not indeed the disciples, as He tells them, more than the Jews. And for Him death was death. Man’s utter weakness, Satan’s extreme power, and God’s just vengeance, and alone, without one sympathy, forsaken of those whom He had cherished, the rest His enemies. Messiah delivered to Gentiles and cast down, the judge washing his hands of condemning innocence, the priests interceding against the guiltless instead of for the guilty—all dark, without one ray of light even from God. Here perfect obedience was needed, and (blessed be God!) was found. But we can understand, and just in the measure of Christ’s divine, while human, sensibilities, what such sorrow must have been in prospect for a soul who looked at it with the feelings of a man made perfect in thought and apprehension by the divine light which was in Him. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ Vol. 7, p.169)
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