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DEVOTION AND COMMITTAL

J. Renton 

Matthew 28: 1–10 

I desire to say a few words about this chapter for our encouragement. It describes certain features of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. We have no description of the actual resurrection but we have certain circumstances that surround it. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus was secret; no eye witnessed the Lord Jesus coming out of the tomb, but since He stepped out of the tomb He has maintained, and never given up, the initiative. He set something on and has maintained it from that moment right down to the present day. We are to be exercised to be intelligently involved in the initiative that the Lord is maintaining at the present time. 

These two women came to look at the sepulchre and they found an angel sitting on the stone which he had rolled away. “There was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it”. There is contempt in the fact that he sat upon it. What power and authority was with that angel! “His look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men”. Every opposition, every obstacle, was overcome. The angel answering said to the women, “Fear not ye”. The guards became as dead men but the angel said to the women, “Fear not ye, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one”. The divine initiative was to be understood by persons who were devoted to the crucified One and who were able to bear the 

public reproach that attached to Him. He is the living One, and they came to know Him as the living One, but they were able for the reproach of the crucified One. I suppose these were two of the women who stood by the cross in John 19. Mary of Magdala certainly was one of them; they were prepared to be publicly identified with the crucified One. That is a test for every one of us; it is a test for our young people at school and older ones in offices and workshops, but these are the persons who become initiated into the understanding of what the Lord is doing. “Fear not ye”, the angel said, “He is not here, for he is risen, as he said”. 

Then the angel invites them, “Come, see the place where the Lord lay”. They come under direction; they accept direction. That would also be a test for every one of us, whether we are living by the Lord’s direction or living our own lives according to our own ideas. These women are in the divine initiative. None of us, nor all of us together, are able for the initiative. The Lord has the initiative and we are to be concerned to be in the initiative that the Lord is setting on and maintaining. The women who were prepared to be identified with the crucified One are subject to divine direction. There are certain directions, certain commandments, that are to be regarded as obligatory or we are not really in the initiative the Lord is maintaining. 

These women go out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and run to bring His disciples word. As initiated into the Lord’s directions they are subject and they move quickly; they run. They are in it with enthusiasm and with devotion. How much that is needed in our day because we tend to be half-hearted. We tend to put our own things first and the Lord’s things come second, or in some 

third or fourth place maybe. True joy only, comes from being committed and devoted. 

Then the Lord Himself confirms them. The angel directed them, and these women were subject to the direction and the Lord confirms them in it. Ministry gives us some idea of divine direction and as we commit ourselves to it the Lord Himself would confirm it to us by the Spirit. We would have a sense of the Lord’s approval. There would be something sadly lacking in our lives if we did not have some sense of the Lord’s approval. It would not be public; it would be something secret, by the Spirit, but the Lord would give us some sense that He approves of the course we are on. 

All is set on by the Lord and then in the section from verse 11 the enemy becomes active; but he is too late. He deceives some; we know how busy the enemy is in deceiving; but already something is set on. It is interesting to read the first three chapters of the Acts and find Christianity established and there is no word of any opposition, nor any activity of the enemy. 

Not until chapter 4 does the enemy become active; but it is too late. Things are already established; the Holy Spirit has formed the house; the body of Christ is already formed. The enemy does not have the initiative; the Lord has. Once the Lord sets things on the enemy attacks and would corrupt if we allowed him, but it is a great encouragement to see that the Lord is the Initiator. 

So in the last section the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the mountain which Jesus had appointed them. There are certain appointments in Christianity—the Lord’s supper, meetings which are announced; are not these appointments? Do we regard them as appointments? Do we regard them as optional or are they appointments? We are not 

likely to be maintained in the divine initiative unless we regard divine appointments. Then it says, “When they saw him, they did homage to him”. We are always safe as we are maintained in a worshipful attitude towards our Lord Jesus. Some doubted, and sometimes that weakness comes in with us, but the Lord’s word dispels every doubt. He says, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”. The enemy is mighty; there is One who is almighty—“All power has been given me”. What words these are for us in our time, when things around seem confused and weak. The enemy would use public conditions to depress us, but what a word this is, “All power has been given me”. God the Father has given Him all power in heaven and upon earth. Has the Lord lost any of that power? Of course He has not. 

This is true up to the present day, and the Lord says, “Behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”. 

Let us all be interested in what the Lord is maintaining. He set things up here and He is maintaining them at the present time. What was established at Pentecost is maintained now in persons who are devoted to the crucified One, who are subject to divine direction, and who have worshipful spirits. These are the persons who continue in what the Lord is maintaining. 

May the Lord encourage every one of us to be devoted and committed. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
28 April 1981 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 28:1-10 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. [7] And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him. Behold, I have told you. [8] And going out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to bring his disciples word. [9] And as they went to bring his disciples word, behold also, Jesus met them, saying, Hail! And they coming up took him by the feet, and did him homage. [10] Then Jesus says to them, Fear not; go, bring word to my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there they shall see me.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …



PROTECTING THE WORK OF GOD IN US

A. B. Parker 

Luke 23: 39–43 

Since coming to this country, and particularly since being at the recent meetings in London, one has the sense that something very precious is being imparted through the ministry and that we have a very real responsibility to protect every right thought of Christ that comes into our hearts. Also, there is constant need for help to see what needs to be judged as evil or unprofitable. I think I can say that I am convinced that the Lord is set to lead us through a course of positive ministry to build up a substantial constitution in our souls. If we are to continue in faithfulness and have part in any real sense in the testimony, it will involve devoted committal to the Lord and the maintenance of fresh, living links with Him not abstractly, but experimentally. 

This passage I have read is one of the most touching portions of Scripture. We could never measure the intensity of divine feelings that entered into what is recorded in it, for this was in the heat of battle, so to speak. The Lord Jesus was about to die under the awful judgment of His God. In Malachi 3: 17 Jehovah had said, “I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him”. Jehovah knew the feelings of a father in relation to his own son, but there was no relief for Jesus! Divine love and the will of God required that He should not spare His own Son; He delivered Him up on our account. “Shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Romans 8: 32. The feelings of God are such that He is prepared to 

shower blessings on those who appreciate Jesus and cultivate nearness to Him and appreciate God’s thoughts for us. 

The Lord Jesus had prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 34). In Isaiah 53: 12 it says that “He … made intercession for the transgressors”. Think of the prayer of Jesus being answered by a work that commenced and quickly developed in a malefactor who had been railing at Him. What grace! God was about to hide His face from Jesus. He soon was to utter that cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Mark 15: 34. That was at the very height of the intensity of that awful time when Jesus felt the awfulness of wrath without relief. It was at that moment that He repeated, “My God, my God”. He would not allow the awfulness to minimise His obedience to, and vindication of, the will of His God! The mind of Jesus was in absolute accord with the will of God! It is, I believe, one of the most profound expressions in Scripture. The moral glory of the Son of man shines out in these circumstances. 

It would seem that the sudden change in the malefactor was an answer to the prayer of Jesus. 

Luke alone tells us of it. Others tell us that both malefactors were abusive, but Luke tells of the sudden change that came over him when the fear of God entered into his soul. It is wonderful to see what can happen quickly. The appreciation of it prepares us for that wonderful moment when, in the twinkling of an eye, the great change will take place in us at the rapture. God worked quickly in the malefactor, but is He not prepared to work quickly in us, today? We want to yield ourselves to God in view of His work being quickened in us. 

Some of us may realize that we have wasted much of our time, but that work can be increased—we can 

be changed quickly. God certainly was operating quickly in the malefactor. He said to his fellow, “dost thou too not fear God?” Why did he say ‘thou too’? Because he himself had not feared God, but now the fear of God had entered into his soul. He now thought of God—

perhaps for the first time in his life. Then he says, “We receive the just recompense of what we have done”. Think of a man such as he had been, now able to distinguish between government according to God dealing with criminals, but on the other hand having a clear judgment of the travesty of justice in the crucifixion of the Man who had done nothing amiss. 

It would be good to be able to sit down with Luke and have a good talk about this passage. I trust he would approve of the things I am saying, or am about to say. In the beginning of his gospel he indicates the decadency of the priesthood. Choice elements of the priesthood are mentioned in relation to Zacharias, but even with him there was unbelief which caused Gabriel to infer rebuke—“I am Gabriel, who stand before God”. Gabriel stood before God, but never in unbelief! Zacharias had been standing before God, but he did not believe. Over against the decadency of the Aaronic priesthood Luke brings forward a man who dwelt in Jerusalem and who, though evidently not of the Aaronic system, was nevertheless priestly when he took the child Jesus into his arms and blessed God (Luke 2: 27–32). 

He traces the formation and development of the priesthood right through to this passage which we have read, and includes the malefactor as the priest performing the service of the priest as indicated in Numbers 4: 4–6, when he covered the ark preparatory to its journeying through the wilderness. In his utterance, “We indeed justly, 

for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”, he clearly shows the moral separation between what we are as sinners and the perfection of manhood as seen in Jesus. Thus he takes down the veil of separation and covers the Ark. He also takes the protective covering of badgers’ skin when he says, “This man has done nothing amiss” and covers the Ark; then, the cloth wholly of blue would be seen in his reference to the Lord Jesus coming in His kingdom. 

But how did such a person understand anything about the coming kingdom? He recognised that Christ’s kingdom would be a heavenly kingdom. It was the manifestation of the works of God! Think of how quickly that man grew spiritually. The Ark is covered by the true priest and made ready, in that sense, for the journey through the Jordan. The priests of the old order were loudest in the cry, “Away with this man”—“Crucify him”. Would it not indicate to us that, in spite of breakdown in our day, to which we have so sadly contributed, God is able to bring to light an element somewhere where His rights are recognised, where there are assembly conditions, and where the latter glory of the house will be found? And if so (and surely He is able) can we not have some little part in it? This should awaken a tremendous concern with us. And in view of having part in it we want to protect the work of God in our souls as we go through this dark world. We are to let our light shine before men, but we need to protect what is precious, that we may grow by the true knowledge of God (Colossians 1: 10). Therefore let us yield ourselves freshly in fidelity and committal, freely asking the Lord to work in us, quickly. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
28 April 1981 

 


Scripture references

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Malachi 3:17 (JND) [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Isaiah 53:12 (JND) [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Luke 2:27-32 (JND) [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Numbers 4:4-6 (JND) [4] This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tent of meeting: it is most holy. [5] And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron and his sons shall go in, and they shall take down the veil of separation and cover the ark of testimony with it; [6] and shall put thereon a covering of badgers' skin, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put its staves [to it].

Colossians 1:10 (JND) [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;



NEARNESS TO CHRIST

H. B. Bodman 

Genesis 45: 1–15; 18: 1–5, 16–19, 22–33 

We had some sense on Lord’s day of how near the Lord came to us; how near we were to Him. We had a sense too of how near we were to the Father. And I believe that this is in the divine mind, indeed the psalm says, “... a people near unto him. Hallelujah”—‘Praise ye Jah’ 

(Psalm 148: 14), as if this is what God is seeking. And nearness was what Joseph was seeking. He had been separated from his brethren. Much testing had gone on with Joseph and he had risen to the height of glory in Egypt; but he was not content with that, beloved brethren. He was wanting his brethren near to him. It says in the previous chapter, after Joseph caused them to open their sacks, “Then Judah came near to him and said, Ah! my lord 

...” It does not say that Joseph pushed them away. No! he delighted in the fact there was something coming through with his brethren. And so Judah meets the position; he goes right to the bottom and is prepared to take the place of Benjamin. What it must have been for Joseph to see these feelings, to watch the way that God was working with these men, especially with Judah! And I believe it just shows that if there is one in a company that is prepared to take the lowest place, prepared to take this place that Judah did, the Lord can come in and manifest Himself to us. 

It says that Joseph could not control himself before all that stood by him. He wanted his brethren—he wanted them near to him; then he speaks to them, but they were confused and troubled. The Lord does not want us troubled, and so what 

does he say? “Joseph said to his brethren, Come near to me “. I believe they would get, it may be for the first time, a sense of the love and the grace that were in the heart of Joseph. And we may have a sense too, as we move this way, of what is in the heart of Christ for each one of us. Joseph says, “Come near to me, I pray you”. And it says, “And they came near”. It was a wonderful thing that Joseph was securing. He was not content with having some of his brethren. What the Lord has in mind is that He might secure more for His pleasure. Joseph was not going to settle with just one or two of these persons; he wanted all to be near him. 

He goes over the way in which God had been behind it all. And I believe we have got to come back to it, beloved brethren, that God has been behind it all. God comes in; and He comes in in order that persons might be secured subject to Christ, every one giving way to Him—as we had in our hymn, ‘Then our hearts bow down before Him’ (Hymn 211). I believe they began to accord Joseph that place, and he says to them, “Haste and go up to my father”. He not only wanted his brethren, but he wanted his father near. Then he says, “Thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me”. I believe that is what the Lord wants—He does not want just a visit, but He wants us to dwell in the land of Goshen, 

“and thou shalt be near to me”. 

I read those verses later on in the chapter to show what nearness to Christ means. It says that Joseph fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck. What a sight that must have been to heaven! 

what a sight it must have been to his brethren!—“... and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck”. What an answer to the love of Joseph—Benjamin weeping on his neck. “And he kissed all his brethren”—not one left out, beloved brethren—“and wept upon them; and after that his brethren talked with him”. 

I believe that was what Joseph had been after, that his brethren should be able to talk with him; and then that his father and all of them should come and dwell in Goshen: “And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me”. I believe the Lord has this in mind, that we each one should be held in the power of the Spirit near to Him. 

In Genesis 18 you get Abraham, and God had appeared to him more than once. He had spoken to him in the previous chapter as to circumcision and Abraham had been obedient. 

God was pleased with that. And so it says He “appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre”. He was in a stable place. Beloved brethren, there is a place where there is stability, by the oaks of Mamre. “And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day”. He was not wasting his time. He sat there; and then it says—“And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him”. 

I believe this meant much for the heart of God. God wanted Abraham just for Himself; He wanted something from the heart of Abraham; and Abraham, rises to what God has in mind. 

Indeed it says, “And when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent-door”. Think of the movements of Abraham here—what pleasure they gave to Jehovah. Abraham bowed himself to the earth; and then he says, “Let now a little water be fetched, that ye may wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. And I will fetch a morsel of bread; and refresh yourselves; after that ye shall pass on; for therefore have ye passed on towards your servant”. 

Here we have a sense that divine Persons wanted something for Their own heart’s pleasure; and Abraham was available. May we be always available for the pleasure of divine Persons. 

Abraham was prepared to run—“he ran to meet them from the tent-door”. But then it says in verse 8 that “he 

stood before them under the tree, and they ate”. I believe that not only God had pleasure, but Abraham had pleasure as he stood before them and they ate. 

But then God was taking account of what was here in this scene, and He says, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” One would delight to have some sense of divine secrets. 

God loving to visit us, not hiding things from us, but letting us know the secret of His thoughts. You think of Enoch—he must have had divine secrets as he walked with God; and Abraham had divine secrets. God said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” There was one person in Enoch’s day, and there was one person here to whom God could disclose His thoughts. And what does He say? “For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him”. 

Then it says, “the men turned thence and Abraham remained yet standing before Jehovah”. 

But that was not enough, beloved brethren, it says, “and Abraham drew near”. I believe it is a challenge as to whether we can draw near to God in relation to what He is going to do. 

Abraham goes on to plead for Sodom—for the fifty righteous; and he says to God, “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” I believe he had some sense as he drew near to Jehovah of His glory as “the Judge of all the earth”. As we move towards divine Persons, as we come into Their presence, we shall get some fresh impression of Their own glory—“Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Think of the patience of God; think of the longsuffering of God, waiting on Abraham as he went down and down, and down, and God met him. And then it says, “And Jehovah went away when he had ended speaking to Abraham”. I believe that is a very fine touch, as if God finishes the matter He had in mind. “Jehovah went away when he had ended speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place”. May we have 

some sense of being in the current of the divine mind, having some sense of what God is going to do. May we be with Him in it, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Helston
24 June 1980 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 45:1-15 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. [4] And Joseph said to his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been these two years in the land; and yet there are five years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. [7] So God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance. [8] And now it was not you [that] sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and governor over all the land of Egypt. [9] Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, tarry not. [10] And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me, thou, and thy sons, and thy sons' sons, and thy sheep, and thy cattle, and all that thou hast. [11] And there will I maintain thee; for yet there are five years of famine; in order that thou be not impoverished, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast. [12] And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you. …

Genesis 18:1-33 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. [4] Let now a little water be fetched, that ye may wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. [5] And I will fetch a morsel of bread; and refresh yourselves; after that ye shall pass on; for therefore have ye passed on towards your servant. And they said, So do as thou hast said. [6] And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes. [7] And Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave [it] to the attendant; and he hasted to dress it. [8] And he took thick and sweet milk, and the calf that he had dressed, and set [it] before them; and he stood before them under the tree, and they ate. [9] And they said to him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. [10] And he said, I will certainly return to thee at [this] time of the year, and behold, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah was listening at the tent-door, which was behind him. [11] Now Abraham and Sarah were old [and] advanced in age: it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. [12] And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am become old, shall I have pleasure, and my lord old? …

Psalms 148:14 (JND) [14] And he hath lifted up the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints, [even] of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Hallelujah!

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …



THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE

F. C. Mutton 

Romans 8: 1–4, 12–16; John 7: 37–39; Ephesians 2: 18–22 

Following our reading, I feel that the Lord would be in our speaking on the wonderful fact that the Holy Spirit is here. We saw in Acts 9 that an essential part of the blessing into which Saul of Tarsus entered was the reception of the Holy Spirit. It is one of the most wonderful things we could speak of that a divine Person has come down from a glorified Christ. It says in John 7, “The Spirit was not yet”. That was when the Lord Jesus was here on earth. The Spirit was not yet given to men, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. But now He has been glorified and one of the first things that happened consequent upon that was that He poured out the Holy Spirit— poured out! That reflects the fulness and the infinite grace with which He delighted to bestow this choice gift on men. The ground had been cleared. Christ was glorified and there were men on earth who had faith in Him, and those men were assembled in the upper room in early Acts. They were men whom the Lord had called, secured, and formed, and they were thus available to be filled by the Holy Spirit. 

I would that we might have a deepened and fresh impression of the glory, majesty, fulness, and wonder of the day in which we live when, first of all, Christ has been glorified and, consequent upon 

that, the Spirit has been poured out, God’s own Spirit. He is a divine Person, whose power therefore cannot be limited; one of the Trinity, yet deigning to take up His dwelling in men whose hearts have been purified through the gospel, through the work of Christ. There is in the Spirit, and will be to the end of this dispensation, a divine power equal to every situation. 

It does, of course, necessitate that there is room for Him in my heart if I am to benefit from His presence, and that is where the exercises of Romans come in. But there is a wonderful triumph about the beginning of Romans 8—“There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”. That certainly means that there is no condemnation from God, but also there is no self-condemnation. The end of Romans 7 is full of self-condemnation, ending, in “O 

wretched man that I am”—a man who wants to do what is right and has no power to do it; 

“for that which I do, I do not own—for not what I will, this I do; but what I hate”. He was doing the opposite to what he really wanted to do; the things he did were the things he really hated doing. I am sure that most of us have had this experience. A terrible struggle was going on within this man, and he was brought to the conclusion, “I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right I find not”. He had a consciousness of what was right, but no power to do it; and so he says, “O wretched man that I am!” He comes to the end of himself. God would bring us to that. If any of us have never come to it before, let us come to it now. God does not want us to go on being wretched men; He does not want us to go on in this state of inward strife, disappointment and struggle. This man finds deliverance. He says, “Who shall deliver me out of this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law” 

(Romans 7: 24, 25). He puts 

his feet down on the solid ground of the work of God in himself. 

I am sure we can say of everyone here this afternoon that the work of God is in us; in each one of us God has begun something. You may say, ‘Well, you need a magnifying glass to see it’, but nevertheless it has begun. There is something there that God has started. Now put the right label on it—“I myself”. Those other things, the tendency to do what is wrong, the weakness you find when you want to do what is right, that is not ‘myself’, it is the flesh. But then there is “I myself”, the work of God, what God has done in you and in me, something which is the work of the Spirit, something which has been effected through the work of Christ. You and I are to take our stand on that, and the Spirit links Himself with it. 

So Paul says in Romans 8, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”. 

That is your standing. It is “I myself”, the work of God, my true personality, the fruit of the Spirit’s work—I am among those who are “in Christ Jesus”. I am no longer “in flesh”. What I am in Christ Jesus has never been under the bondage and domination of sin. And there is no condemnation. Can you think of Christ Jesus, that blessed Man where He now is, coming under condemnation? The thought is impossible! Therefore no condemnation can attach to us, and the Spirit would strengthen us in our minds to lay hold of this. The mind is so important in Romans 8 and it is vital in our soul histories to cling to these great facts. Romans 8 tells us what God has done with the flesh, the total thing, and that includes the flesh in me—“God having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”. 

So we look at the cross; we contemplate Him there; and we see there God’s assessment of the 

flesh; condemned, in that place of utter shame, the place of abandonment, wrath, and death. 

God has in His own Son condemned sin in the flesh. Thank God, that is the way out for me, for what I am according to the flesh has been ended in the sight of God at the cross, and God is no longer looking at me as in flesh, but as “in Christ Jesus”. 

But then the Spirit comes in—“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”. So there is this initial reckoning, that I am in Christ Jesus, and then the experience of the power of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus that sets me along the way of life, liberty, and deliverance, free from any condemnation, either from without or from within. It is life “in Christ Jesus”; what a wonderful thing!—experienced in the power of the Spirit. And now there is power. It says God “has condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit”. It is a new principle; not a constantly ebbing and flowing conflict to do what is right, but in a new life and a new power what is right is fulfilled. We have often noticed that it does not say that the law is kept, but that the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled. There is a certain fulness about it; it is the energy and power of life. 

As this chapter goes on the Spirit is brought before us as the power to maintain this victory—

this experience of deliverance. We still have our bodies, and the flesh is still in them, but we have a power in the Spirit which is greater than the power of the flesh; “If, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live—for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. Sons of God do not live in struggle and strife and most certainly they do not live in 

sin. They live as being led by the Spirit of God. It is the wonderful fruit of divine operations that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, has persons who are subject and available to Him, in whom He has taken up His abode, whom He can lead in a path of life and joy according to the will of God. “Ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. What a position to be brought to! He is a Spirit of adoption, and our links with the Father are bright and clear. No distance now, no bondage, no cloud between us and the Father. We cry, “Abba, Father”. It is a cry of joy, a cry of relationship, a cry of communion; I think we could say it is a cry of worship, as we discern in the Father the blessed Source of all this favour and grace. 

Meanwhile the Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. How wonderful! We belong to the divine family. We are of God—John would put it that way. As we go along in our path God regards us as heirs, and Christ’s joint heirs. I think we have had impressions as together of the immense riches and wealth of what God has for His children, for His sons. Paul speaks of the things that God has prepared for them that love Him, and nothing on earth can compare with that of which we are the heirs. Paul adds, “If indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him”. It is a time of suffering. As regards our position in the world it is bound to be—if we are preserved in faithfulness—a time of reproach and limitation. But our outlook is glory—“That we may also be glorified with him”. 

When His time of public glory comes, in the world to come, He will not fail to see that His own who have suffered with Him are glorified with Him. 

Now in John 7 we have the Lord Jesus saying, “He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, 

out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive”. This is the effect of the Spirit being received. We have considered what He is inwardly to those who have received Him, relating to the fulfilment of their obligations, and too as their blessed link with the Father. But this is something outward, something that flows out from the believer. It cannot be otherwise than that if this wondrous divine gift is received there must be immense results. The Spirit loves to use persons. We see that with the Lord in connection with Saul of Tarsus. The Lord did certain things Himself, but He used others, like Ananias, to do other things. And the Spirit does act by Himself; we cannot limit Him; but He also loves to use persons as vehicles for the expression of His own fulness. You could hardly have a greater expression of fulness in pouring out from the believer than this—“Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. 

The Spirit has been poured out from a glorified Christ, and there is now to be a pouring out from the believer. 

How we need this, dear brethren. We owe it to one another, and we owe it to men. Whether it is the gospel, or the truth as enjoyed among ourselves, it must be, if it is to be effective, in the power of the Holy Spirit. “Out of his belly”—that is, something inward has happened. There has been inward purification, and the Spirit is dwelling inwardly, and out of a person flow rivers of living water. So we become channels of life for the benefit of others, a most important thing in local companies. If you have one or two people like this in a meeting there will be a current, a life-giving supply, of what is of the Spirit of God Himself rivers of living water—a kind of anticipation of what we have in the Revelation, the river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. 

As to our last scripture, Paul, of course, in Ephesians brings out the fulness of God’s purpose. 

I have been thinking of this chapter because it seems to fit in with our experiences and histories in recent times. In the preceding verses Paul speaks of the middle wall of enclosure, enmity, the law of commandments in ordinances, all this kind of thing in which we have been involved, and in which Jew and Gentile were involved, and in which they were alienated. 

And now the effect of the work of Christ is, “Ye who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. For he is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity”. 

It impresses me, dear brethren, that these great divine resources are still available, the blood, the annulling of the enmity, the cross, and the glad tidings of peace. Here are the divine means available so that persons who are alienated and separated may be brought together, not on the basis of sinking differences and difficulties, but in the light of the cross and the blood. 

So that, righteously, reconciliation is entered into, and the will of God prevails among His own. May we experience this. 

Then it goes on—“through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”, another wondrous service of the Spirit. It is something experienced together. In assembly privilege we enjoy this glorious access—far exceeding the ascent by which Solomon went up—access through Christ, in all the infinite glory and worth of His Person; we approach through Him by one Spirit to 

the Father. So we approach the Father in perfect acceptance. How delighted He is to see His own approach Him thus!—no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God. O may we rise to these great thoughts, alienation and enmity and all that kind of thing righteously disposed of through the work of Christ, and what is brought in is one new man. Thus all these privileges open up—fellow-citizenship, and the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. That verse has impressed me of late. There is something now—we are not for a moment saying there are still Pauls, or Peters, or Johns—which is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets—and what is built in has something in common with the character and fibre of these persons, otherwise it could not be built upon that foundation. 

This is the work of Christ and of the Spirit, Jesus Christ Himself being the corner stone regulating everything, “in whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”. We have not lost sight of the Lord and His rights, His authority, His commandments; He regulates everything. He is the corner stone. It is a temple, a place of divine dwelling and a place of divine communication. “In whom”, that is, in the Lord, “ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”. It is a place where God dwells. 

The household of God is spoken of in verse 19 and the habitation of God in verse 22. These are supreme privileges, dear brethren. They should take precedence over everything else in our minds, that there should be no obstruction to the Lord whose title is mentioned here, “A holy temple in the Lord”, and no obstruction to the Spirit, so that God may have these great things for His own joy and His own service, and that you and I may righteously have part in them for His pleasure. May it be so in 

His name! 

Address in Auckland, N.Z.
7 October 1979 
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JESUS IS COMING SOON!

N. T. Meek 

The great terminus is dreary, 

Trav’llers show the signs of stress, 

Day’s end and they’re tired and weary, 

Crowded on their way they press. 

See they stride across the forecourt, 

Notice no one as they go, 

Life is narrow, cramped and straitened, 

‘Tis the only life they know. 

Some are young, As yet the beauty 

Of their youth has not gone past, 

Some are middle-aged and clearly 

Disillusionment comes fast. 

Yet again the sick and aged, 

Carrying their bags with strain, 

Evidence our human weakness 

As they struggle to the train. 

Seething mass of human beings, 

Whither go you on life’s way? 

Say, what is your aim and purpose, 

Know that you’re not here to stay! 

Out from all the rush and turmoil, 

Aged in years and slow in pace, 

Moves an old man ‘cross the forecourt, 

And what strikes you is his face. 

Like all others on the station, 

One of Adam’s fallen race, 

But his countenance shines brightly, 

Could it evidence God’s grace? 

Note, he stops to speak to persons 

As they rush to catch their train, 

What, I wonder, is he saying, 

Are his words expressed in vain? 

Persons take but little notice, 

You might think they do not hear, 

But his face glows all the brighter 

As I watch him coming near. 

Shall I catch the old man’s message? 

Will he stop to speak to me? 

Stranger, tell me of your brightness 

And what secret carry ye. 

Now he’s almost right against me, 

And his face is bright as noon, 

Catch I then his radiant message— 

‘Jesus, sir, is coming soon!’ 

On he passes through the turmoil, 

And the crowds rush on their way, 

But the message rings triumphant, 

‘Jesus comes’, O what a day! 

He who once was here rejected 

And by sinful men despised, 

By the builders scorned as worthless, 

Comes again—God glorified. 

What an answer to the sorrow, 

Pressure, heartache, pain and woe, 

(Legacy of sin for ages) 

Jesus comes—it all will go! 

Who the old man was I know not, 

(But the Lord knows all His own), 

And I ken that I shall see him 

When we meet around God’s throne. 

Meanwhile, fellow Christian, daily, 

Sing it oft in joyful tune, 

Let its import always guide you, 

Jesus—He is coming soon! 

(See note p.23). 

June 1981

Based on an incident at Charing Cross Station, London—Ed. 

 


EXTRACTS

The conviction that false Christianity will become more and more refined, more corrupt in the world, ought to give but the more energy and activity to the love of him who believes, and the nearness of the judgment of God, instead of paralysing our efforts, ought to drive us with more power, more energy, more faithfulness, to present the gospel—the only means of causing men to escape the righteous judgments which threaten them. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ (N.S.) Vol. 2, p.319) 

Invitation simply sets you free to go, but you must begin with the Lord. If the matter is to be settled, we must go to the Lord about it. We were speaking about this in Rochester, and a brother asked me, ‘Why did you come to Rochester?’ ‘Well’, I said, ‘I was invited to come’, but at the same time, I had to turn to the Lord for a commission, and I think the word 

‘commission’ should enter into these matters. It is a question of whether we have a commission to go. 

(J. Taylor Vol. 68, p.316) 

There is no greater thought, besides that of divine Persons, than that of the assembly; and the Holy Spirit is stressing it constantly with a view to getting the saints to lay hold of it. It is a heart matter. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 35, p.514) 
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