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RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE, PROSPERITY AND HEALING


Isaiah 9:6,7;  32:15 (to ‘field’), 16-18;

Malachi 4:2;  John 10:10

The impression I had was of the features that this poor world will soon see as a result of Jesus coming to reign.  It will experience righteousness, and then as a result of that, it will experience peace and there will be prosperity.  There will also be equity and healing.  All of these things will be found not only in some places or for some people, but they will be spread universally.  These four features – righteousness, peace, prosperity and healing – will soon be experienced actually throughout this world as a result of the millennial reign of Christ.   What a day that will be!  

The whole creation is groaning at the moment:-

‘O Lord, Thy fair creation groans’      Hymn 93

We see it all around us, we cannot help but be affected by what is going on in the world.  Think of the suffering of mankind.  It is the result of sin, that same sin that is in my heart and in yours; it is lawlessness and lawlessness leads to death.  That is why I read in John’s gospel.  The Lord is contrasting what sin and Satan would lead to with what He brings.  He said, “The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy”.  Stealing is taking away prosperity, killing is the opposite of healing, destroying is the opposite of peace.  These things are Satan’s activities and everything that Satan does to attract man away from God leads to death.  But the Lord Jesus brings in life, an abundance of life.  I thought about these features which will mark this world for an actual period of one thousand years; one thousand years on this earth of righteousness and peace and prosperity and healing.  Think of the past thousand years!  Pick up a history book – what are many of the key points that are recorded?  Wars, battles, persons striving with their neighbours, famine, disease; the whole history of man has been coloured by sin all the way through.  But in the period of the millennium, all these things will be reversed and what is true and what is right will be seen.  

What I wanted to impress upon each one of us is that these features which will be seen in actuality in the millennium can be experienced now, morally, by you as a believer in the Lord Jesus.  First of all, righteousness.  We read in Isaiah; I cannot explain what all these wonderful titles mean, but only to bring out “Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness”.  The Lord Jesus “loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness” (Heb.1:9), and He perfectly fulfilled righteousness in everything He did here as a Man.  But not only that, Romans tells us that the work which He completed on the cross as a sacrifice for all who have trusted in Him has constituted them righteous, so that when God looks upon the believer, He sees in him or her someone whom He can consider righteous (Rom.5:19).  God is righteous to do that because Jesus has made the sacrifice for sin.  I can say that Jesus bore on the cross at Calvary the sins that I have committed.  Being constituted righteous gives you peace in your soul because you need not fear the judgment that is coming on those who have rejected Christ.  You can have that peace in your soul that everything is clear between you and God because Jesus has taken everything away that stood out against you.  In that way the believer is constituted righteous and thus can have peace of soul.  There is nothing to fear.

But more than that, as a believer, you are to pursue righteousness in your life here, and the Holy Spirit gives you power to do that.  When the whole world is marked by lawlessness, it is difficult to pursue righteousness because you are going against the flow, like the fish swimming against the flow of the river, but the Holy Spirit helps us to do that.  The whole course of this world is marked by lawlessness and the pursuit of people’s lust and pride and greed.  These are the pillars that this world is built on, pride and lust; people trying to promote themselves and satisfy themselves.  If you pursue righteousness, you are going in the opposite direction to that.  Pursuing righteousness is simply doing what is right in the sight of God, not doing what is right in your own eyes or doing what is right according to other people’s standards, because those standards are constantly being eroded and they are going lower and lower.  Moral standards around us are being constantly degraded, so you cannot rely on them as a standard of righteousness.  God has established His standard of righteousness in Christ and it is perfect and we are to pursue it.  In the present time, righteousness is to be pursued (2 Tim.2:22), in the millennium, righteousness will reign (Isa.32:1) and in eternity, righteousness will dwell (2 Pet.3:13).  What a wonderful matter that God sets on righteousness, which is the complete opposite of what Satan brings about in fallen man; he pursues lawlessness.  But we see that the effect of righteousness is peace and prosperity: “my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places”.  

I have thought about persons in Ukraine fleeing from their homes or hiding in their basements in terror.  How we pray to God for our fellow men for mercy and for preservation of life.  But days are coming on this earth when there will be peaceable habitations, sure dwellings, and quiet resting-places.  That is what the households of believers can be at the present time; there can be peace there.  Not only in your soul through having believed on Jesus, but practical peace in your heart and in your soul.  Anxieties come in and there are tribulations in life, but you can have your life bound up with Jesus where He is in glory.  He is in an unshakeable and immoveable position in glory: nothing of the events of this world can change Him or His love for you.  Even in the midst of trials and tribulation, communion with the Lord Jesus is available to the exercised believer in the power of the Holy Spirit, and peace is experienced there in the Lord’s presence.  So although your difficult circumstances may not change, you can have peace in your heart as a result of enjoying communion, of having been lifted in spirit above your circumstances, if only for a little while.  You can have peace too in the knowledge that your Saviour is coming for you.  In these spiritual experiences, He will teach you more about Himself and you will prosper spiritually as a result.  It is like that man who said, “One thing I know” (John 9:25); how he grew.  He came to know more than one thing, he also learned that Jesus is the Son of God and he did Him homage.  He became a worshipper!  

So the result of righteousness pursued in the believer’s life is peace and spiritual prosperity, and that prosperity can be shared with others.  I think we see that in Peter’s preaching in the Acts at the very beginning of this dispensation when the Holy Spirit came and they shared and had everything in common (Acts 4:32).  Perhaps that might not always be the case with our physical possessions as it was then, but we can share what is spiritual.  We would not seek to hold on to a spiritual impression so that we might seem to have something more than another, but it is to be shared and as we do that, we all prosper.  Our brothers have spoken to us tonight of impressions that they have in their hearts and we all gain as a result of it.  Man’s system cannot work like that because if someone gives something away they lose it, but in God’s system, prosperity can be shared and it accumulates and it grows.

Then Malachi speaks about healing; the Sun of righteousness shall “arise with healing in his wings”.  I love that expression, “his wings”.  The Lord spoke about His people Israel; “how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings”, Matt.23:37.  Think of the shelter and the warmth in what the wings would symbolise; how He would cause you to feel safe.  He would bring in comfort and bring in healing, and that will actually happen on earth.  It speaks about it in Revelation, “the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations”, Rev.22:2.  The troubles that beset all the nations of the world will be actually healed; no disease or unrest or war: all these things will be properly and righteously dealt with by the Lord Jesus and there will be life and prosperity and peace and healing.  But in the present time in our gatherings with our fellow-believers, there is the opportunity for healing to come in.  Relationships can become strained, persons may go away, may be discouraged; they may make their own decisions and may do what is marked by error.  But there can be healing and there is provision for healing in our gatherings.  It speaks in Galatians about restoring one another (Gal.6:1).  We are coming out of a pandemic where there has been much to cause anxiety and fear, things have not been normal in this world.  It is a time for us to experience the healing that can be in the gatherings of believers and bind one another together – you might say to enjoy the bundle of the living (1 Sam.25:29), bound up with Christ there.  If we see any who may be discouraged or disheartened, there is an opportunity for us to heal one another.  Of course, the Lord Jesus is the great Physician, there is balm in Gilead (Jer.8:22).  He is able to bring about the healing, but He would look to us to care for one another in that way at the present time, and know these features now that will soon be seen in the millennium.

Let us make room for the Holy Spirit that we might pursue righteousness, and experience peace in our lives individually, in our households and in our local gatherings, so that there might be shared spiritual prosperity, something built up not just for our gain and enjoyment but for God’s glory.  We are all looking forward to the experience on Lord’s day when we will be together, Lord willing.  Think of all these different impressions of Christ that have been accumulated by believers over the past two years!  There have been difficult times, but there is now an opportunity to give glory to God as a result of what has been accumulated, and there can be healing at the present time so that there may be happy normal conditions amongst believers.  We look forward to meeting together again, and we also look forward to when such conditions will be experienced actually in this world.

May the Lord bless the word.

Given in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

6 April 2022
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ALL THINGS NEW

2 Corinthians 5:17,18;  Ephesians 1:3-6;  Revelation 21:2-6

A.M.B.      A wealth of thoughts and impressions came before us this morning.  We were reminded of the blessedness of being in Christ, and what that means.  We are accustomed to thinking of what it means for us, which is a great blessing.  

In the passage in 2 Corinthians, there is something foundational: “If anyone be in Christ, there is a new creation”.  What is old, that is of nature, is incapable of appreciating or responding to the greatness of the blessing that God has purposed in His heart for believers.  He has brought in what is new, “in Christ”.  What is old is taken away; we do not want to be occupied with that now, but we need to see what is new in Christ.  God has removed the distance, He has reconciled us: “all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”.  I wondered if we might speak a little about the blessing of reconciliation.  It removes the distance and brings us near, and we enjoyed nearness this morning.  I am not sure if the word was actually used, but that is what we were enjoying, we were enjoying nearness, in Christ.

The passage in Ephesians is very well known.  It reminds us of the wealth of the blessings that God has for us, the “God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”, as taken into favour in the Beloved and being blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  Our blessings in Christ are wonderful; we speak about them often.  It is wonderful to know God as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   What a blessed relationship!  Every blessing is ours from the Father in Christ.  Then we are to be “holy and blameless before him in love”.  Everything that might stand in the way of our enjoyment of being in Christ and in the good of reconciliation and nearness to the Father is removed.  We are viewed as being “holy and blameless” because we are so as being in Christ.  What favour we are brought into!  One of the results of our appreciation of the blessings and favour, of which the Father is the source, is that we are “to the praise of the glory of his grace”.

The passage in Revelation speaks of the holy city, new Jerusalem.  It is a slightly different thought, but I was impressed again by the way that anything that could mar the enjoyment of the eternal day – God all in all and at rest – is wiped away.  It is removed, and “the former things have passed away”.  All things are new, there is nothing to hinder the perpetual fresh enjoyment of what God has purposed.  He has brought about His own rest, but through His grace His rest will be with myriads of the redeemed who are in Christ.  I hope that might be profitable.

H.T.F.      It often impresses me when we are together for the service of God from a variety of places, that we have never all been together before, and we may never be together just like that again.  Yet as we enjoy our common portion in Christ, in which God is served and blessed, we are touching what each one of us will take up again in His grace in eternity.

A.M.B.      Yes, we anticipate our blessings.  We had that experience this morning.  There was nothing to chill the joy; we were helped to rise above circumstances here and to have some experience of what is in God’s heart towards us that has been expressed in Christ, in the giving of Christ.  We are assured of God’s love, and then we have some experience of His purposes which involve us, and He is the great object of them.  He is delighted with Christ the Man of His choice, the Man who has made all of this possible.

P.M.      Later in this book, Paul says, “I know a man in Christ” (2 Cor.12:2), and that man was caught up to the third heaven.  He was not conscious of whether he was in the body or out of the body.  We touched something of the character of that in the occasion that we have just had. 

A.M.B.      I think that is so.  Do you think the apostle’s experience was unique, but the character or spirit of it is what we enjoyed today?  It is a real thing.  It is good afterwards to go over again what we have enjoyed.  You draw attention to the apostle being “in Christ”, that is he was deriving from Christ and his affections and attention were all caught up with that blessed Man.  What more would you say about “in Christ” in that context?

P.M.      I would like to hear what you say, but it just affected me that God has chosen us in the most loveable Man and in the Man of His purpose.

A.M.B.      We experienced that this morning, how loveable He is and how the saints’ affections are drawn out to Him.  Our voices merge.  We sang that in our first hymn

‘Lord Jesus, come; with hearts and voices blending,’      (Hymn 113).

The effect of His attractiveness is to bring our hearts together, united in response to and affection for Him, which provides a very blessed bond among us.  The key thing is to have that blessed One as the object of our affections.

T.J.H.      I noticed you were a little reticent to use the word nearness.  When Jacob was going to bless the sons of Joseph, he did not say ‘bring them near to me’, he said “Bring them, I pray thee, to me”, Gen.48:9.  In the chapter here it is “reconciled us to himself”; is it more than nearness?  The children of Joseph were brought so near to Jacob that he could put both his hands on them, his hands on one and the other.  I wondered if that is similar to the experience we had this morning.

A.M.B.      It is the removal of all distance, and as you say, Jacob’s words, “Bring them ….. to me, that I may bless them”, speak of the Father’s heart.  Joseph was there in that scripture; how great the actual experience of knowing nearness in Christ because He has removed all distance and brings us into the Father’s presence.  That is to be enjoyed.

E.J.M.      I was thinking of Mr Darby’s hymn;

‘Our God whom we have known,

   Well known in Jesus’ love’     (Hymn 72).

We are reconciled to God in peace, and we are redeemed to God.  We are not going to heaven empty.  Our hands will be full of the appreciation of how God has brought us into His thoughts.

A.M.B.      Yes.  It is good to see that God has reconciled and redeemed us to Himself, and it is all done in Christ.   The object is response to God, a full response to the revelation of Himself, which is wonderful.  He has purposed this for His own glory and joy, and the saints are used in it.  

E.J.M.      Yes, Hymn 125 says;

‘Thy delight in showing mercy,

   Making grace abounding known.

Ever just are all Thy dealings …’

It covers a great scope!

A.M.B.      And God has given us to Christ to bring us home to Him.  You can see how essential the work of Christ is in securing this blessing and a great answer for the Father and for God.  The saints are brought into the centre of it.

A.G.M.      Can you say something about the thought of new creation, “So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”.

A.M.B.      God has provided Himself with His ideal Man.  The Lord Jesus was referred to this morning as the Head of a new race, of a heavenly race.  By faith and by the Spirit, believers derive from Him.  New creation is to characterise us as abiding in Christ, deriving from Him and living in Him.  

A.G.M.      So “in Christ” is beyond breakdown, it is perfect.  I wondered if new creation gives us the thought that God has that which is after His own heart, and everything previous to that has been dispensed with.

A.M.B.      What went before has failed and it is not  mended; Christ supersedes it.  What delight for God in Christ, and in those who belong to Him, as redeemed by Christ and reconciled by Him.

T.J.H.      As you said, we do not want to be occupied with what has passed away, but the Holy Spirit can only descend on that which is new creation, would you say?  The Spirit descended as a dove upon Jesus in a unique way, but it descended upon those at Pentecost and is given to us in new creation.  Would that be the point?

A.M.B.      The Spirit comes into redeemed hearts who have the desire for Him and who are subject to Christ.  These moral exercises are necessary to come into the good of this.  What we enjoyed this morning can only be enjoyed as we are in Christ, and as such we are a new creation.

P.M.      We were in Adam, in responsibility, and we failed and God dealt with that order of man in the death of Christ: “one died for all, then all have died”, 2 Cor.5:14.  But when I put my faith in Christ, God has taken me up and views me now not as I was, as a poor wretched sinner, but in all the worth of that blessed Man.  Is that something of what it means?

A.M.B.      That is very helpful.  We have Christ as our righteousness.  God does not look upon my righteousness.  He could not, it has failed, and He looks upon Christ as my righteousness and I am accepted in Him, which is a wonderful truth.  It is wonderful to have some experience of it.

P.M.      Paul says He has been made unto us “righteousness, and holiness and redemption”, 1 Cor.1:30.  All is in that blessed One!

J.B.I.      The scripture says, “behold all things have become new”.  Is it in the power of the Spirit that the reality of all these things comes to us, so that we experience them freshly?

A.M.B.      That is helpful.  It must be, as you say, in the power of the Spirit that we experience these things, yet it is believers who are reconciled.  It has often been said in relation to reconciliation that what is old cannot be reconciled, and what is new does not need to be reconciled, but we are.  We thus come into the benefit and the joy of the removal of all distance.

H.T.F.      It is uniquely true as regards what we are speaking of that what has become new remains new.  That could never be said of anything of the previous order, which deteriorates.  What we are speaking of will always be new in eternity!

A.M.B.      We get that in the passage that we read in Revelation 21 – that what God has brought in in Christ is new.  It is not like the old, nor will it become old: it is new and is maintained in perpetual freshness and vigour and life.  Again I think we experienced something of that this morning; we enjoyed heavenly things, not by natural means at all, but in the power of the Spirit, and there was a sense of what is living and springing up.  It is a real experience of eternal life.

R.D.P.      We might think this reference to “old things have passed away”, and to what it is to be “in Christ”, as meaning that our sins are set aside, because it says, “not reckoning to them their offences” (v.19).  But it is much more.  The whole environment in which we are, of responsibility, of what we understand as righteousness – all are old things that have passed away and the environment of this new creation is Christ, is it not?  

A.M.B.      We have to come to it that what is old is useless in the things of God; we gladly accept that, and it sets us free.  We are not disappointed by failure in ourselves, we are past that.  We are drawing upon Christ by the Spirit.  We enjoy things together especially, and we also enjoy impressions individually.  To the natural man they mean nothing, but the believer in Christ is given the capacity  and the desire to enjoy the things of heaven, the things of Christ, the things that “God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Cor.2:9.  What you say about the environment is true.  The apostle Paul says of Christ, “who is our life” (Col.3:4).  It is a challenge whether I can truly take these words on my lips, but to have Christ as our life changes everything, the whole environment as you say.  And the person is changed – I am changed.

G.J.R.      I was just noting the double use of the word “so” (v.16); “So that we henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer.  So if ...”.  Are we to read this to mean that the superseding of the old is not because there was any failure in it, because for those who knew Christ after the flesh, that was a privilege, yet even they knew Him thus no longer.  It belonged to the old, and new creation has no connection with the old, not because the old had become infected with sin – the knowledge of Christ according to flesh was apart from any sin or failure – but because it is superseded.  Am I making too much of that word “So”?

A.M.B.      I confess that I had not thought about that.  The “old things have passed away”, it is not saying the old things have been condemned, but they no longer apply.  Is that the sense that you are bringing out?

G.J.R.      I am just asking, perhaps I am being influenced by the fact that most of the translations I have seen have ‘if any one be in Christ, he is a new creature’.  Someone pointed out that a butterfly is a new creature, but it is not a new creation, it has the same nature in our language, it has the same DNA as the egg and the grub and the pupa.  The idea of a new creation seems a little harder to grasp, that there is no connection with the old.

A.M.B.      Yes, it derives differently; it derives from Christ as the raised and heavenly Man.  It is life in Christ as  risen, and it is to Him in His new condition that we are linked by the Spirit.  Christ now is of the same order as He was in flesh and blood, but in a new condition.  He imparts His life to us by the Spirit.

P.M.      Is that why Mary was told by Jesus, “Touch me not”, John 20:17?  She had known Him in flesh and blood, a wonderful privilege as the apostle John says, and He had met her need in that condition in which she was, but she was to learn Him now in the world of new creation.

A.M.B.      That is helpful.  What is being brought out is that there is a new condition entirely, the old is not only superseded but no longer subsists.

R.D.P.      It is very difficult for us to get into our minds.  Our entire life is bounded by checks, balances, touchstones, responsibility, history.  But it is all gone, and what replaces it?  It is Christ that replaces it – what is for God.  There is nothing else, there is no external agency or control: “the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new”.  

A.M.B.      That “all things” includes persons, and that is the glory of it; God’s thoughts for man in Christ brought about in this new creation.

E.W.H.      So it is “all things have become new”, not exactly made new.  Is it really what God has done?  

A.M.B.      Yes, it is what He has done in Christ, a real Man, and a Man raised from among the dead and glorified.  For us to come into the good of this and the enjoyment of it, it must involve the gift of the Holy Spirit.

R.W.McC.      I was just reflecting that the death of Christ is a proof of what we are speaking of, that the old had to be removed.

A.M.B.      Yes, as our brother said earlier, God has judged the old order of man in the death of Christ.

R.W.McC.      I was particularly thinking that the condition in which Christ was here as a Man had to end as well.  I wondered if that particular aspect of it was appropriate to what we are thinking of.  It required a Man in resurrection, but the old had to pass away: “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb.10:9.

A.M.B.      Yes, so it is “all things”.  It is not that the life of Christ here is forgotten.  We were remembering this morning the One who was here, and that order of manhood continues but the condition in which He was is ended.

We should speak about what that leads to; “all things have become new: and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”.  God now has a Man before Him, as well as those who have been redeemed and reconciled to God by that blessed One – through divine grace and mercy, we among them.  Christ could not reconcile to God what was not new because it was impossible, it would be morally irreconcilable.  But for those in Christ Jesus, there is no distance.  I think we experienced that this morning, of being at liberty and in nearness in the presence of God.

A.G.M.      This order of manhood in Christ was always in God’s mind.  Man in Adam was a temporary thing in God’s workings but when we see God’s purpose, He had in mind that men in Christ should be before Him.

A.M.B.      Yes, God has always had that in mind; as you say, that is His purpose.  What we are, the order of man in Adam, was not purposed for eternity.  Christ is for eternity.

R.G.      There must be glory attached to this: “and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself”.  What God has reconciled to Himself by Jesus Christ, as taken into favour in that blessed One, is all according to His own delight, all taking character from that blessed One.

A.M.B.      The One about whom God has expressed His delight so fully is the One in whom we are brought into favour.  It would magnify in our souls the greatness of the favour and the blessing spoken of in the beginning of Ephesians; “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” is ours.  Believers are blessed with these blessings in Christ, and we are brought into favour in the Beloved.  God delights to bless those who are in Christ.

R.D.P.      The apostle writes that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences”.  It refers to when the Lord Jesus came here in manhood in this condition, taking on flesh.  “God was in Christ”; this thought of reconciliation is a kind of core, a joy, a completely new condition was there in the whole of the gospel.  Reconciliation is a part of the gospel that is purely for God.  We come into the benefit of it but “God was in Christ” is a striking expression!  It was surely enough that Christ was here, but God was in Him, the heart of God and the fulness of His thoughts were there in intelligence and in every word.

A.M.B.      It gives you a sense of God’s delight in Christ, He Himself being God but as a Man here fulfilling all God’s purpose perfectly.  God’s being in Christ, God manifest in flesh, would enhance Christ’s glory to us and also impart a sense of God’s satisfaction and joy in Him, and also His grace.  God was reconciling the world to Himself, there was something going on in that life of Jesus that was having the effect of reconciling the world.  It needed His death to complete the work.

R.D.P.      And God has put in us “the word of that reconciliation”.  We may find it very difficult to consider anything except sins and the putting away of sins and the forgiveness of sins and so on and find it difficult to grasp.  Luke 15 gives you a son who had gone away and we do not know the extent of his sin except that it says he lived in debauchery and wasted his whole living.  But he comes back and there is no mention of that; his father says “this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found” (v.24).  You may say, What about the other son?  It was not that he was disregarded, that was met, but what comes out is the joy of the Father.

A.M.B.      His delight in the relationship of sonship implies no distance, and Christ has accomplished that for the Father.  We have insights into the Father’s delight in that One as we ourselves enjoy the result of reconciliation and nearness to the Father.

R.W.      In fact we are not only blameless but we are “holy and blameless before him in love”.  Blameless we can understand by our sins being forgiven and Christ  standing in our place, but then holiness is something that is alien to us naturally.  It can only be known in new creation. 

A.M.B.      Yes, it is in Christ that this is known and there is the whole side of exercise as to it and the help of the Holy Spirit in these matters.  But what is presented in Ephesians is an accomplished fact; it says, “according as he has chosen us in him before the world’s foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love”.  That was God’s choice, His purpose, and Christ is the One who has effected all that purpose.  God is delighted with Him and we come into the blessing, which is a great matter for our souls to be bathed in.

R.D.P.      It has been said that we were sons in purpose long before we were sinners in practice.  That is very fine!

A.M.B.      That was according to God’s heart, the purposes of His love, and it required the coming in of Christ and His work.  The redemption work involving His death and the shedding of His blood is mentioned here.  We get that in verse 7 so it is not forgotten, but what is before the writer is the blessings that God is able to confer in Christ.

A.G.M.      It is not just a dead plan, it is “according to the good pleasure of his will”.  That is what is going to be eventually.  All of God’s feelings were involved in this and in the satisfaction of the Beloved.

A.M.B.      That is fine.  As being in the good of this and being reconciled to God, we begin to appreciate His heart more and more, and we can see that what God has done in Christ is for the satisfaction and for the joy of His heart.

R.G.      The “good pleasure of his will’, He is delighting in it!

A.M.B.      Yes; God’s joy is implied in that, do you think?  And His will encompasses all of His purpose and counsel and how these purposes were to be fulfilled.

H.T.F.      The cup of the new covenant includes the thought of blessing and joy that you are speaking of.  The Lord set it on, and it is related to what is new.

A.M.B.      Yes, the new covenant involves God providing from His own side, and that is new.  The old system and the old covenant was based on ‘this do and thou shalt live’.  There was a responsibility placed on man which he was unable to fulfil.  But the new covenant brings out what God has done in Christ perfectly and eternally.  So that we are set free, and I think we experienced that this morning.  There was nearness and liberty, and the enjoyment of what it is to be marked out for adoption “through Jesus Christ to himself”, and to come into the experience of sonship.  God as Father loves to open up His thoughts to His sons.

J.B.I.      He has “marked us out”.

A.M.B.      The footnote says it involves purpose.  So that it is God who has marked us out.  He has not published a list of those that He has marked out, they are marked out in God’s mind and heart, and then Christ has brought that about; He has effected God’s purpose by the work that He has done.  It means that God has had us in mind for blessing before time was, which would enrich our impression of what the heart of God is.  What would you say?

J.B.I.      It brings in a certainty as to the purpose of God.  

A.M.B.      The purpose of God and the work of Christ are entirely unshakeable and unchangeable, indelible too.

R.G.      It seems to involve sonship in nearness too.

A.M.B.      Yes, the core of this involves what He has done; “marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself”.  So that God had in mind the blessing of sonship for man before Adam was introduced, before the worlds were.  We might just get an impression, as I think we had this morning, of God’s delight in Christ who has effected these purposes of God’s.  He is the Man of God’s purpose, and as in Him we come into the enjoyment of the blessings which God has purposed.

P.M.      He has entered into the presence of God in all His own worth, needing no introduction, needing nothing to be added, but we come in in His worth.  How wonderful that is, and we are made to feel as if we belong there, which we do because He is there!

A.M.B.      It is all grace from God’s side and every provision is made, there is nothing lacking.  I had an impression of that this morning.  The thought of reconciliation links to it; every hindrance is removed.  There is no process involved in entering in with Christ into the Father’s presence; it is enough that we are in Him and with Him.

T.J.H.      “Perfect love casts out fear”, 1 John 4:18.

A.M.B.      God wants it that way.  He has purposed that, He wants us to be holy and blameless in love, and it is achieved by the work of Christ.

T.J.H.      So God’s rest must be the object of perfect love casting out fear.

A.M.B.      As brought into His presence through Christ and by the Spirit, what we enjoy is the Father’s favour in the Beloved, and relationship with Him in His rest.

T.J.H.      “If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free” (John 8:36).  That freedom is to serve as we had this morning.

A.M.B.      The liberty to respond to God as Father as knowing His affections as Father.

A.G.M.      And we have the feelings of sonship.  He has given to us “the Spirit of his Son”, Gal.4:6.  It is not only that we are brought near but we have got the very feelings of sonship, and that involves that God is fully satisfied.

A.M.B.      Yes, He has many like Christ and, as you so helpfully bring out, like Christ in feelings by the Spirit in us.  It is the Spirit of His Son and we cry ‘Abba Father’; we take on the very words that the Lord Jesus used.  They imply intense affection.

A.G.M.      That is what I understand, and the Father’s delight is in the company of sons all like Christ.  There are features formed in the saints coming into evidence in the service and it is all for His rest.

A.M.B.      We can have some impression too of the Father’s intense delight in Christ as the One who has secured and sustained this, and who gives character to all.

R.W.McC.      I was thinking that it was God’s purpose to have man before Him and to enjoy the company in sonship before Him.  Mr Coates said that it is a peculiar glory of the Son to give effect to the counsels of God1.  You can well understand that that One transcends and really characterises all that has been secured.

A.M.B.      Exactly, He gives character to everything that is for God’s pleasure and for His delight.  He been introduced by God; He will be our eternal occupation and we will rejoice in Him.

In Revelation 21, the eternal day is explicitly in view.  It would enhance to our minds and hearts the glory of the assembly which is spoken of as “the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God”.  She comes from the presence of God, proceeding from His heart and mind.  It would help us to see that the assembly is, speaking reverently, a key part of the purpose of God Himself.  It is in the assembly that He will tabernacle with men.  The thought of tabernacling involves nearness and liberty and rest; “they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God”.  I was impressed by verse 4; there is a service that God will undertake to all those who are in His presence.  Everything that would cause any dimming of joy and of experience of God’s presence is wiped away.

R.W.McC.      It shows you how near He is to wipe away the tear.

A.M.B.      In the prophet Isaiah there is a reference to God wiping away every tear from all faces (Isa.25:8), but here it is from “their eyes”.  There is not even any sign of sorrow or what has come in before; “death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more”.  This is all things entirely new!  Heaven and earth will be taken away and there will be a new heaven and a new earth, it will be a spiritual sphere in which everything will be entirely according to God.

H.T.F.      How tender His hand is.

A.M.B.      You refer to God wiping away every tear from their eyes?

T.J.H.      Would you say that what is new is not actually a new thought to God: He has always had this thought of tabernacling with men.  The name Jehovah suggests that.  We were speaking about the reference in Psalm 23 to “Jehovah is my shepherd”.  I wonder if that is suggestive of what we have as to God’s desires to tabernacle with men, both in the Old testament times and in what is new in Revelation.

A.M.B.      The name Jehovah implies relationship with His people of old.  Here we have God entering into relationship eternally with His creature and everything entirely according to Him and suitable for His ,and God all and in all.  He is the object of all, and He will give character to all.  He will have done that in Christ.

E.J.M.      What do you think about the order here?  It is eternal; the apostle begins with the eternal day and then he comes down to the present moment when there is a need for overcoming; “He that overcomes”.  And then when he starts with verse 9 in the millennium, it is still a time scene although we will be in eternal conditions, a thousand years.  

A.M.B.      What is described from verse 9 onwards is the time scene, as you say.  But the overcoming in verse 7 is for us in the present time being encouraged by God’s word to overcome and to hold God’s great thoughts, His final thoughts, thoughts of His rest in our minds.  We have an objective in view, and a complete certainty that what God has set out in His purposes, He will secure.  In His grace, God assures us.  He assures us that because He has purposed it, it is as good as done.

R.G.      “And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven”, so it is clearly heard, “Behold the tabernacle of God is with men”.  That involves nearness, does it not?

A.M.B.      It is emphatic, that loud voice, there is no doubt about it.  God has put the effecting of His desire to tabernacle with men, to dwell in nearness with man, into the hands of Christ. This beginning of the eternal day is when Christ will deliver up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father.  Everything that Christ has done will be for God’s glory and rest and praise eternally.

Grimsby
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Scripture references

Isaiah 9:6-7 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Isaiah 9:6-7 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Isaiah 32:15 (JND) [15] until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.

Isaiah 32:15 (JND) [15] until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

John 9:25 (JND) [25] He answered therefore, If he is sinful I know not. One thing I know, that, being blind [before], now I see.

Acts 4:32 (JND) [32] And the heart and soul of the multitude of those that had believed were one, and not one said that anything of what he possessed was his own, but all things were common to them;

Matthew 23:37 (JND) [37] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [the city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Revelation 22:2 (JND) [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations.

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.

1 Samuel 25:29 (JND) [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling.

Jeremiah 8:22 (JND) [22] Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no physician there? Why then is there no dressing applied for the healing of the daughter of my people?

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation:

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation:

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Revelation 21:2-6 (JND) [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful. [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.

2 Corinthians 12:2 (JND) [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven.

Genesis 48:9 (JND) [9] And Joseph said to his father, They are my sons, whom God has given me here. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, to me, that I may bless them.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

John 8:36 (JND) [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Isaiah 25:8 (JND) [8] He will swallow up death in victory. And the Lord Jehovah will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the reproach of his people will he take away from off all the earth: for Jehovah hath spoken.

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 C.A. Coates Vol.29 (Outline of John’s Gospel) p.196
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