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WHAT IS WITHIN THE BELIEVER


Ephesians 3:20;  2 Kings 4:2

We sang in our hymn about the Spirit springing up within us1.  I wish to use these verses to encourage us as to what we have within us.  We perhaps look too much for things to happen outside of us.  We pray, we pray in faith, and we can expect things to happen.  The power belongs to God.  That is why we pray in faith, that He may take heed and answer our exercises.  It is striking how often the power of God is referred to in connection with the resurrection of Jesus.  It is the great evidence and witness to God’s power, that He raised Christ from among the dead.  The enemy’s power had, we might say, spent itself.  It had demonstrated its power in crucifying Christ; the enemy had shown his power in rolling that stone over the entrance to the grave; there was the tomb, and the Lord in it, and the stone sealed over the grave.  That was the demonstration of the enemy’s power.  Finality, it seemed; an affront to the things of God.  But God came in, and rolled the stone away.  The psalmist says, “he smote his adversaries in the hinder part”, Ps.78:66.  God dealt with the whole power and authority of the enemy in one act of power in raising Christ.  

That is how God works, and He does work outside of ourselves.  But I believe there is a need for us to realise that God has given us power within us, the gift of the Holy Spirit, to complete the journey.  It says in connection with the resurrection of the saints, that they will be raised on account of His Spirit which dwells in us (see Rom.8:11).  It suggests that there is a demonstration of the worthiness of the saints to be raised on account of His Spirit which dwells in us.  It says too, as to Philadelphia, that “thou hast a little power”, Rev.3:8.  There is to be no assumption of it, no claim to it; but I believe there is a need to recognise it and to honour it, and to respect it.

It says here that God “is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”, and we sometimes stop there.  It is true, thank God it is true, that He “is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”; where would we be without it?  What a demonstration of His grace and of His love for us: “far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”.  There is the Father: the Father’s hand and the Father’s power, and His grace towards us.  But the verse goes on, “according to the power which works in us”.  It is not going to be any other power.  It has been said, helpfully and rightly, that there is no change in the power from Pentecost until now.  The power is the same – the same power that was in these apostles, when Peter preached and three thousand were saved and added to the Lord, and then the number grew to five thousand (see Acts 2:41; 4:4).  The same power is still here, and it is in believers: “according to the power which works in us”. 

I only call attention to it to encourage our hearts to make room for it.  As to present matters, I believe we learn power in our individual exercises; the believer acquires power to refuse sin, to refuse the temptations, to refuse the attempts of the devil to ensnare us; the believer acquires power through these exercises that are recorded in Romans.  The ability to say, ‘No’, to refuse the things that tempt us and test us – we prove the power which works in us, and we learn the power that is for us through these exercises.  The believer thus becomes triumphant, and superior, to the power of the devil and the power of sin working in us – because that works in us too; the power of the flesh and sin works in us.  We are not immune from that.  But we have this: “according to the power which works in us”.  It is the power of the gift of the Spirit.  I trust that in present matters we would seek to make room for that power.  It would help us to be active.  We pray much and for many things, but there is a need for action on our part, “according to the power which works in us”.  

I thought the woman in 2 Kings just demonstrated that very thing: the resource was there, the pot of oil was there.  You might say that she had a history; according to our way of speaking, she had been in fellowship a long time.  She was not new to it; she knew the features of the fellowship, but here she is in dire circumstances, and what is she going to do?  Her past was not helping her.  No doubt she had experience; but matters had come into her life such that she says that she “has not anything”.  How often we revert to that question, ‘What can we do?’.  “What hast thou in the house?” the prophet says in this passage.  It is a striking feature of Elisha’s ministry.  In chapter after chapter, he draws on resources that are available to resolve matters.  The waters were bad, and he asks for a new cruse, and salt (see chap.2:19-22). Evidently they were there.  Elisha takes very simple things to meet emergencies.  Elijah was more on the line of calling down power, in a sense, from heaven.  But Elisha is representative of the believer with his eye on Christ in glory, and the Holy Spirit here.  He asked for “a double portion” (v.9).  That is, he had a sense of Christ on high as his great high Priest, and he had a sense, using Christian language, of the Holy Spirit within him.  He says, “Tell me, what hast thou in the house?”.  When other things came up, he asked for meal (see 2 Kings 4:41).  He did not call down great things; he took account of what was there; it suggests what is within us.  He is calling attention to that in this woman.  He asks, “what hast thou in the house?”  ‘Oh well’, she says, ‘I had this and I had that; but now there it is – only a pot of oil’.  But Elisha shows it is more than enough.  

May we be encouraged, dear brethren, by what is within us.  There is more than enough power in the Spirit for our individual exercises and for our assembly exercises.  “Tell me, what hast thou in the house?”  She says, “not anything”, “not anything at all”; she might have stopped there, but then she says, “but a pot of oil”.  It had been neglected, you see, something that had been neglected.  Perhaps it becomes neglected in our lives, the power within us: “according to the power which works in us”.  God is not bringing in something new, but He is calling our attention to what we have, that we may use it; and that, dear brethren, is the way to prosperity in everything: using what we have.  It is true also in our practical lives, using what we have.  Things are tied up – that man with a mina wrapped up in a towel (see Luke 19:20), he lost everything; but there were others who had minas and they used what they had.  There was a power within them, and it met all the exercises that were current in that day.  There was neglect – that man who had one mina neglected current experiences among the saints; the others traded with what they had in view of the soon return of their lord, as he had instructed them (see v.13).  This woman was obedient.  She is encouraged by the prophetic word; she is revived in her spirit and her sons are saved, and things are restored to what is normal.  

May that power work within us, dear brethren, for His praise and glory.

 

Word in a meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

May 2003

Bert Taylor (not revised by the author)

 

 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

2 Kings 4:2 (JND) [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil.

2 Kings 4:2 (JND) [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil.

Psalms 78:66 (JND) [66] And he smote his adversaries in the hinder part, and put them to everlasting reproach.

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Acts 2:41 (JND) [41] Those then who had accepted his word were baptised; and there were added in that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 4:4 (JND) [4] But many of those who had heard the word believed; and the number of the men had become [about] five thousand.

2 Kings 4:41 (JND) [41] And he said, Then bring meal. And he cast [it] into the pot, and said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.

Luke 19:20 (JND) [20] And another came, saying, [My] Lord, lo, [there is] thy mina, which I have kept laid up in a towel.



THE NEIGHBOUR


Luke 10:25-42

The “certain man” the Lord speaks of was on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.  You will remember that Martha and Mary lived in Bethany, which was close to Jerusalem.  I suggest that this “certain man” passed Bethany on his way down towards Jericho.  If a soul is on a downward journey, he or she will find that there have been several pointers, things that touch the conscience, on their journey – things that were available to them that they should have paid attention to, and had they done so they would have stopped.  But in this case the man pursued his downward path.  We were all once on a downward path.  But the Samaritan here was going in the other direction.

Christ has come to meet you and me when we were in sin.  He never takes a downward path in the sense we have it here.  He is without sin.  What a Saviour!  He had to be sinless to be your Saviour.  The Samaritan represents the Lord.  He came up to the wounded man.  It says of the man that he fell into the hands of robbers, he got into difficulties.  He is robbed of whatever he had.  I doubt if he had much, but whatever he had was taken and they inflicted wounds.  A certain priest was going down that way – the same way, a downward way.  That speaks of the organised religious body going the same way, down from Jerusalem to Jericho.  Jerusalem in this context represents God’s thoughts about a city, while Jericho represents the world’s system in a city; speaking simply, in Jericho we see all that is opposed to what is right.  

The priest happened to go down that way, “and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side”.  Then, “and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot”.  The Levite must have come in the same way as the priest, from Jerusalem on the downward way, and “being at the spot” did not offer any help either.  I doubt if the priest or the Levite had anything to be robbed of.  The man had something to be robbed of.  These robbers inflicted wounds, and he was robbed of what he had.  

But the Samaritan had the beast – there was provision to carry the injured man.  The Samaritan represents the Lord.  What a Saviour!  Into your journey here, into your circumstances, He comes with everything that is needed.  He brought everything: when He came from glory, He brought everything required for life.  Jesus was a dependent man, dependent for everything on His God and Father.  He derived nothing from the world, and He contributed nothing to its system in its moral condition, except as an example and a testimony to perfection in the eye of God.  He came with everything.  Wherever you are in your soul, whatever your need, He is available to you now: He is available to any one of us.  Whoever you are, He has the provision to meet your need.   

As I said, the Samaritan has “his own beast”.  This wounded man could not have got back on his own; you cannot get back to safety yourself.  This man was so wounded that he could not have made that journey.  The Samaritan put the injured man on his own beast and took him to the inn.  I suggest that it shows – I am free to apply the scripture – that to bring in full salvation, the three divine Persons are involved.  The innkeeper suggests the actions of the Holy Spirit.  He is available to care for believers.  Then the Samaritan says, ‘I will bear the cost of it’: think of the Lord Jesus saying that.  By paying the full redemption price, He has provided the repenting sinner with a cleansed heart and conscience.  He bore the cost of that, and so the blessed Spirit has liberty to take up residence in a believer.  It is important in Christianity to know the forgiveness of sins and clearance of our guilt so that our link with God is established on His terms, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  You cannot be in the assembly without that gift.  

I read on in the passage as to Bethany itself, and Mary and Martha who lived there.  The Lord came there: He was really the neighbour there.  This passage is not the same as in other gospels.  There are far more references to the neighbour in Luke than by any other gospel writer.  The Lord told the lawyer, who must have been puzzled about the neighbour, “Go, and do thou likewise”.  Effectively the Lord said, ‘The Samaritan was the neighbour.  Go and be like him.  You be the neighbour’.  The innkeeper was the neighbour too, and at Bethany there were the neighbours.  In Luke 15 the neighbours rejoiced at the recovery of the sheep.  Neighbours come into Luke’s gospel.  They love the results of the glad tidings.  Does it not cheer your heart when you hear someone has confessed the Lord for the first time?  I love it.  I remember what flooded my own soul when I came to the Lord.  I was alone, but I knew that I had got everything in my heart, and it is as simple, and also sober, as that.  To get blessing you must come under the care of the Samaritan; you surrender to Christ.  

We like to try and justify ourselves, but that does not work and it never will work.  The “certain man” was so damaged by the world that he was left there, as it were, to die – left to die.  The Samaritan, coming up, pours in oil and wine.  What provision he made, just what was needed.  And then the Samaritan put him on his own beast and took him to the inn.  It appears that the Samaritan, the Lord in this parable, cared for the wounded man on the first night in the inn.  Perhaps that was a difficult night; but the Lord is very close to you.  You will find that, having received the glad tidings and enjoying salvation, you come into responsibilities.  You will find that something comes up that tests your genuineness.  I think that is part of God’s ways.  But the Samaritan was there the first night, and cared for him.  The next day the Samaritan provides the innkeeper with the needed resources; the Holy Spirit is freighted with all the resources needed to care.  What a blessed Person the Spirit of God is.  

Where was the Spirit of God in Jerusalem?  It does not say anything about that.  The Spirit of God is now in the assembly, amongst the people of God, and He helps in the care for souls.  There is a place where souls are cared for, where young ones are brought up so that they become contributors in the local assembly.  When we get to the house in Bethany, the Lord settles and speaks there.  Martha thought that Mary was leaving her with all the work to do.  Martha was not very neighbourly in what she says.  If Mary was listening to the Lord’s word, that was better than anything we can do ourselves.  We might become very busy doing things, and we should stop and say, ‘I have to listen to the words of the Samaritan’.  Think of what pours out of His heart; Mary would listen to every word that was coming from Him, the whole thoughts of God.  I do not doubt that He poured in extraordinary matters into her heart.  It would be so assuring for Mary; the Lord Jesus is so assuring, and He poured in words of comfort and healing.

That is Christianity; Christianity is real.  It is not a building: some people try to make a church, try to get some recognition publicly.  Real Christianity is not that.  It depends on the presence of the Holy Spirit; you will find a neighbourly spirit amongst believers who have the Holy Spirit.  They are neighbourly, they are ready to come in to help, and to supply all that is necessary.  That is part of the glad tidings, and it is good to be assured of it.  It is important to know where we are, and why we are there.  The Samaritan took the “certain man” to a place where his wounds were bound up.  If these wounds had been left unbound, he would see all the damage that had taken place, but that is not how the Samaritan leaves you.  He bound up the wounds, pouring in oil and wine.  How soothing were the actions of this Samaritan.  

Think of when the Lord washed the feet of His disciples: how soothing it would be (see John 13:4,5).  It was very soothing, and all traces of the earthliness that we can so easily be affected by were cleansed away.  Then you are ready to move with Christ; it is why He washes your feet.  The Lord says in that chapter, “Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me” (v.8).  In other words, if you do not accept the washing, you cannot move with Christ, and you are going to lose out.  To be clear, you will not lose your salvation: once you have soul salvation it remains for ever.  But to have part with Him, you need your feet washed so that you can move in a pure way with the Lord Jesus.  There is no one like Him.  

He took our place, the sinner’s place, at Calvary; He suffered for us.  What a Saviour!  He suffered for what He did not do, but He suffered for what I did.  Yet He wants our company; the Lord Himself wants our company.  He says, in principle, ‘I will wash your feet so that you can move with me’.  Is that not wonderful?  The first thing is that you are washed all over (v.10).  Washed all over is what Christ did in His once and for all work on the cross.  But then there is the constant service of Christ to His own, washing our feet so that we can have part with Him, part in the holy things of God.  The believer whose feet are washed can move with Christ in the testimony, and in the service of God.  That service of the Lord, and these privileges, are available to believers.  I think it is very beautiful.

When this “certain man” left Jerusalem, his goal was Jericho.  But I think that when he eventually left the inn, he could find a place in Bethany, amongst neighbours.  The brethren love you.  Saul of Tarsus was the very worst type of person, and he was seizing believers, men and women, and taking them to prison to be beaten; no doubt some lost their lives.  He was bringing captive believers to Jerusalem to suffer.  But the Lord spoke to him on the road to Damascus and brought him down.  Did the Lord use a stick?  Did He use force?  Did He use evil men to bring in conviction, as in a sense happened to the “certain man”?  No, the Lord appeared to Paul in a light out of heaven, above the brightness of the sun at mid-day (see Acts 26:12,13).  The Lord Jesus brought Saul of Tarsus down.  Saul says, “Who art thou, Lord?”, Acts 9:5.  And the reply was, “I am Jesus”.  That filled Saul’s heart.  He never forgot it; he kept speaking about it.  Afterwards he was not ashamed to speak about his history, because he had arrived at a judgment of it; it was closed and finished.  That is what atonement means: the whole matter is covered, covered from the eye of God.  Christ has made atonement for sin and, dear friend, God does not look on your history now; it is gone.  But in wonderful grace, to keep us lowly, we remember what we have been.  All of us should be able to say with all sincerity, ‘I needed mercy, and I received it’.  I love that; we received mercy (see Heb.4:16).

Is there anyone here who is downhearted?  Is there anyone who does not have the assurance of having received mercy?  It is available to you.  It is wonderful to be in a company where there are radiant faces, and you know these people have gone through the experience of finding mercy themselves.  And the Lord is the One through whom we have found mercy.  I think the Samaritan would be loved more and more by this man who had been on the way to Jericho.  Luke was a great lover of Christ; he was true to Him.  He was also a companion of Paul: “Luke alone is with me”, 2 Tim.4:11.  Luke was a neighbour to Paul when Paul needed him; he went right through, a faithful Gentile.  Luke loved good company, and found it.  Paul found a true companion in Luke: “Luke alone is with me”.  When some had left him, and forsaken the work, Luke stood with Paul.  I think that is why Luke writes about neighbours.  He valued relationships into which he was brought through divine grace.  That is what divine grace is – we are not forced into it.  But I tell you, there is nothing worth having outside of it.  In the company of those that the Lord has cleansed, those who seek to help you as they have been helped by the Lord, you will find safety and help.  A fellow-believer can draw near to you and give some sense of what that Samaritan was like.  The spirit of the Samaritan, of Christ, is reflected in the spirit of Luke and many others.  There is provision made among such people where the repenting sinner can find their place.

Think of Ananias at Damascus.  His name was probably on Saul’s list to be detained.  Yet Ananias says, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see”, Acts 9:17.  Saul knew right away that this man Ananias was a true neighbour.  In one of the accounts, Paul says, “And I, in the same hour, received my sight and saw him”, Acts 22:13.  Is that not beautiful?  He saw a real neighbour.  Oh, that more would come in to enjoy these blessings, to experience the spirit of the neighbour; may we do all that we can to attract souls into that atmosphere, to attract souls back.  

Luke is very gracious, and he loves the neighbourly spirit.  Such persons are fully with God in what He is doing.  You see that in Luke 15, where the neighbours are fully with God in what He does, as to the sheep and to the coin that were both lost.  The friendly spirit is valuable and needed where a soul has been damaged by the world.  All of us have been damaged in some way, but the gospel meets it all.  The Lord Jesus is such a Saviour: He meets every need and difficulty.

May the Lord bless the word.

 

Preaching of the Gospel, Grimsby
15 June 2025

 

Norman Henry

 

 


Scripture references

Luke 10:25-42 (JND) [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. [29] But he, desirous of justifying himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back. [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers? …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

John 13:4-5 (JND) [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded.

Acts 26:12-13 (JND) [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Acts 26:12-13 (JND) [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Hebrews 4:16 (JND) [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Acts 9:17 (JND) [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit.

Acts 9:17 (JND) [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit.

Acts 22:13 (JND) [13] coming to me and standing by me, said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And *I*, in the same hour, received my sight and saw him.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



THE VALUE OF THE ASSEMBLY


Acts 20:28;  Ephesians 5:25

We have been speaking together about the living character of the service of the Lord Jesus towards us.  I feel that the Lord would have us consider this evening what is precious to divine Persons.  

Before we begin, I want to speak about a practical matter.  I do not know how many translations of the holy Scriptures there are in the room, but there will be several.  There has been controversy about the correct translation of this verse we have read in Acts 20, and Mr Darby has an article just on the translation of verse 282.  It is important that we have a common understanding together of what this verse says and means.  The Darby translation in English says: “to shepherd the assembly of God, which he” (that is God) “has purchased with the blood of his own”.  Most translations of the Bible in English say, “which he has purchased with his own blood”.  And it may say that in your translation.  Most of us here know that it is impossible that God should shed His own blood, because “God is a spirit” (John 4:24) and He is immortal: He cannot die.  But the passage in Philippians 2:6-8 has already been quoted, as to the Lord Jesus coming in, God manifesting Himself in a Man and “taking his place in the likeness of men”.  

This verse in Acts speaks of the love of God, and shepherding “the assembly of God, which He has purchased with the blood of his own”.  That is, the blood of One who belonged to God, and that is the Lord Jesus.  I do not know of a more attractive demonstration of love than this, that God “has purchased with the blood of his own”.  How much that conveys as to God’s love for what He has purchased!  Paul the apostle is writing here of “the assembly of God”, and we have been speaking of the assembly as a vessel which belongs to the Lord Jesus.  This expression, “the assembly of God”, does not refer to different people: they are the same company as those who comprise Christ’s assembly, but the expression is used more in a testimonial sense.  For example, when Paul writes to the Corinthians, he writes “to the assembly of God, which is in Corinth”, 1 Cor.1:2.  What this verse in Acts conveys is how much this vessel, the assembly, is valued by God.  We are to take account of what God values here.  The treasure for God was so great that He bought it Himself, He purchased it “with the blood of his own”.  It involved the death of the Lord Jesus.  There are many scriptures that speak of God’s love towards the Lord Jesus.  Think of the words of the Lord Jesus, “for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”, John 17:24.  We cannot fathom God’s love; it is greater than anything we can measure.  His love for His own beloved Son is beyond the natural mind.  Yet so great and precious is this vessel, that God gave His only-begotten Son in order to purchase it. 

I want to speak about Ephesians for a moment.  It says, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”.  Here we may see the value of the assembly from another side, as it were; we see it from the side of the Lord Jesus.  We see the feelings of the Lord Jesus: He so “loved the assembly” that He delivered Himself up for it.  The delivering up of Himself involved the cross, it involved Him giving His life.  As the epistle to the Philippians says, “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross” (chap.2:8).  We should pause for a moment in our thoughts and contemplate what we have spoken about: God so loving the assembly that He was prepared to purchase it with the blood of His own, and the Lord Jesus so loving the assembly that He was prepared to deliver Himself up for it.  Surely this tells us that there is no greater vessel in the world today than the assembly.  I ask myself, and each one of us, do I value what divine Persons value?  

We could think, for instance, of the well-known passage in Genesis 24 – Abraham sending his servant to find a wife for his son, Isaac.  Have you ever thought of what Isaac felt when he first saw Rebecca?  Had he ever seen a more beautiful woman than Rebecca?  Had he ever known a woman with feelings like Rebecca had?  Think of her dignity.  She had travelled for three weeks, a distance of about eight hundred kilometres, and at the sight of the man walking in the fields towards her, it says “she sprang off the camel” (v.64).  What alacrity!  A camel stands about two metres high, but the power of the spiritual life that was in her was such that she “sprang off”, and she covered her face with her veil.  Then she was presented to Isaac.  It says, “And Isaac led her into his mother Sarah’s tent … and he loved her” (v.67).  

I would desire that every one of us might have a greater impression of how precious this vessel is.  We often speak about the assembly, and some people might say, ‘Why?’  The reason is that there is no vessel on the earth today more precious than the assembly.  We have spoken already today, and we are speaking again this evening, about the way that the assembly answers to the heart of the Lord Jesus.  But this vessel is also a glorious vessel of praise towards God.  At the end of Ephesians 3, Paul breaks out in doxology: “But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen” (v.20,21).  The answer to God, the response to Him, is taking place today.  Think of that eternal day, when the response towards God from believers will be swelled by the millions of faithful souls who currently lie in death, to join together under the leadership of the Lord Jesus to answer to God in glory.  

We sometimes sing a hymn:

‘For, added to the riches that were then, 

Thou hast secured vast myriads of men,

Thy house to fill’.            Hymn 5

There is a vessel secured now, the assembly, to answer to the heart of God, and He delights in all that Christ has done, and Christ delights in her.  And so God delights in all that is set before Him.  

I want to speak further about the first verse we read, in Acts 20.  The brethren will understand the setting in which Paul writes this.  Paul was coming to the end of his ministry as an apostle; by that I mean his public speaking to men, and visiting places.  We only need to go a few pages further on and we find that Paul is taken captive, and has to go before the governor, and all that that meant leading up to his imprisonment.  But here he is on his journey to Jerusalem, and he appeals to those in Ephesus, the elders, to come and see him.  These elders were appointed by Paul in the apostolic authority that was his.  He knew, as it says later in the chapter, that these Ephesians would not see his face again (v.38).  He is appealing to them to take up the work that he had himself been doing in nurturing souls.  

We no longer have apostles, nor do we have official elders.  We do not have appointed elders in Britain, nor anywhere in this country either.  But the character of eldership is to remain.  I would like you to think for a moment of the responsibility placed upon men of the Old Testament: think of Noah, and how important it was that Noah should fulfil what God instructed him to do.  Likewise, think of Joseph:  what would have happened if Joseph had not worked in accordance with God’s instruction and preserved the children of Israel, as well as all Egypt at the same time?  Think of what was entrusted to Moses, and all that Moses had to do.  We could go on to Joshua, and David, and Solomon – right up to Paul’s day.  We come to this point, around two thousand years ago, when Paul, who had been entrusted by God specifically to open up the truth of the assembly to souls, was about to pass off this scene.  He says to these men, and he would say it to all of us here, “Take heed” (pay attention) “therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God”. 

You may say, ‘I thought the Holy Spirit was here nurturing and beautifying the bride for Christ’, and indeed He is.  The Holy Spirit may choose to work through the people in whom He dwells, and there is evidence that every soul in this room is indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God.  This exhortation, then, is for every single one of us, brothers and sisters together.  Paul says in 1 Timothy: “if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work” (chap.3:1).  Here he goes on to say, “shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”.  Hold in your mind what we have said about how precious the assembly is to divine Persons.  Paul is placing responsibility on all of us, in the intelligence that God, through His Spirit, has given us, to shepherd this vessel.  Do you know of any greater responsibility?  Is there anything greater that God could ask us to do than to look after those who form this glorious vessel?  It is not something that we can do one day, and then not the next.  It is something that should characterise all of us, all the time.  We do not do this in our own strength, but as under the influence of the Holy Spirit of God.  

Consider a shepherd’s work: he keeps the flock together, he feeds the flock and he protects the flock.  This suggests to me that we need to be very careful in all that we do and say, not only as a testimony here to the Lord Jesus, and as linked with Him as our Head in heaven, but in nurturing in a delicate, careful, and feeling way, what is so precious to God that He purchased it – an active, deliberate movement of God.  He purchased the assembly with “the blood of his own”, the blood of the Lord Jesus.  We know that there are many families, but there is no greater family than the assembly.  There is no vessel brought into greater privilege than the assembly.  I think what we have spoken about – as to being joined with Christ – is vital.  We do not simply know Him, but we are linked with Him, inextricably and eternally linked with Him.  And I speak carefully: as well as the Lord’s joy in the assembly, we think of this glorious vessel as taken up by Him, led by Him into the presence of God and under His direction set in liberty to praise God with the intelligence and understanding; and God is satisfied with the answer that He has to Himself and to His love.  

You and I have been exhorted to shepherd all those who form this glorious vessel.  God would share with us His own feelings towards the assembly, and He would stir up our feelings in answer to Himself.  And the Holy Spirit would so direct us that there should be this nurturing, for growth and protection in what is so precious to God.  May we be found here under the Lord’s hand, taking up the responsibilities that have been impressed upon us and answering to Him and all that is His.  May it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Address at Anand, Gujarat, India
16 January 2026

 

Alan Croot

 


Scripture references

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

John 4:24 (JND) [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

Philippians 2:6-8 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …



“THE FATHER LOVES THE SON”


John 3:35; 5:20; 10:17,18

I feel confirmed to say a brief word as to the Father’s love for the Son, and how the Father has found everything in Him, in that one Man.  Our brother has referred to Him as God’s anointed, the Man of God’s choice. I was affected by this yesterday, when we read in Genesis as to how the word of God came to Abraham in chapter 22.  God said, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac” (v.2).  It struck me as never before as to the love of the Father for the Son.  We may become accustomed to speaking about the fact, because it is a fact, that the Father loves the Son.  It may affect us less than it should.  But I would like to gain for myself a deeper appreciation of the extent of the Father’s love for the Son.

We often refer to the mount of transfiguration, when the Father expressed His delight in Him (see Matt.17:1-5).  That expression of delight must involve the Father’s love.  The Father’s love for Christ is perhaps an even deeper thought than His delight in Him: “The Father loves the Son”.  We read in John’s epistle that “God is love”, 1 John 4:8.  Love is God’s nature, the very essence of what God is.  And “The Father loves the Son”: everything that the heart of God desires is found in Christ. 

These three short portions of scripture might give us distinct impressions as to why the Father loves the Son.  It says, a few verses earlier, “He who comes from above is above all.  He who has his origin in the earth is of the earth, and speaks as of the earth.  He who comes out of heaven is above all”, John 3:31.   In Isaiah 53, He is spoken of prophetically as “a root out of dry ground” (v.2).  He did not derive anything from this scene; He is entirely from above.  Think too of what the Scripture says, “For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  This is the One that the Father loves.  The Father loves the Son, and the Lord Jesus in His pathway here expressed God’s love towards His creature, man.  This scripture brings out that the Father loves Him because of who He is as His Son.  His greatness and glory mark Him out, that One who is the Son.  

In John 5, there is a suggestion that the Father loves the Son because of what the Son has done.  The Son expressed the love of God when He was here upon the earth.  This passage is in the context of the man who wanted to get into the pool, but was unable.  Well, the Lord healed him: that man did not have to wait for the moving of the waters.  Jesus moved in complete accordance with His Father’s will, giving the Father fresh cause to love Him.  You get the sense, confirmed in the scripture here, that there is perfect accord between how the Father was working and how the Son was working.  The Father loves the Son because of that; there was further cause for the Father to love the Son.

In the last passage, we have, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”.  Think of what the Son has secured for the pleasure of the Father! An eternal answer in the form of praise from men has come out of His death.  He says as to His life, “that I may take it again”.  What power lies behind that, but think too of the fruit from His death.  The Father loves the Son because He was prepared to lay down His life, and the object in view was that He might take His life again.  And now His life is beyond the grave.  It says, “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb. 10:9.  The “second” is established in Christ.   

On this account the Father loves the Son; everything has been secured in Him.  We sometimes sing:

‘And now Thou art there, the Beginning

 Of all that shall be for God’s rest’

               Hymn 39

The Father loves the Son because of what He has secured for the Father.  I would like to have a greater appreciation of how the Father loves the Son.  The Father has found His full delight in Him; His full pleasure was found in Him.  He is entirely satisfied in Christ, and He loves Him.  What affection flows from the Father to the Son.

May we have a greater appreciation of this, for His name’s sake.

 

Word in a meeting for ministry, Witney

15 September 2025

 

Eddie McKay

 

 

 


Scripture references

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 5:20 (JND) [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Matthew 17:1-5 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. [4] And Peter answering said to Jesus, Lord, it is good we should be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: for thee one, and for Moses one, and one for Elias. [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

1 John 4:8 (JND) [8] He that loves not has not known God; for God is love.

John 3:31 (JND) [31] He who comes from above is above all. He who has his origin in the earth is of the earth, and speaks [as] of the earth. He who comes out of heaven is above all,

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;



BONDMEN OF GOD


To be a bondman of God means that we recognise that we belong to Him in an absolute way, and that is what is to govern us.  Not that there is anything servile about bondmanship, nor that there is anything degraded about it; far from it, for it has been made most glorious in a moral sense by the fact that He who was in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself of no reputation and took upon Him a bondman’s form3.  So that bondmanship to God has been exalted gloriously in a moral sense, as being set out perfectly in Christ; and I need not say that after the Lord Jesus came and set out that idea of bondmanship to God, glorifying God in it, it was with the intention of wielding the mighty influence which He holds over the hearts of His people to secure a corresponding result with every one of us.  So that practically, in a world of evil, we may be delivered from lawlessness, as holding ourselves here under the claims of divine love in redemption and under the influence of Christ, to be for God’s will.

 

 

Extract from AJG, Piety and other addresses, p.152
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