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GOD NOT ALLOWING HIS THOUGHTS TO FAIL

J. Mitchell 

1 Kings 2: 1–4; Jeremiah 35: 18, 19; Ezekiel 44: 15, 16 

I read these passages, dear brethren, because two of them refer to God saying, “There shall not fail ... a man”. That is a very encouraging thing in the days in which we are. No matter what may come in in the history of the testimony we can be assured of that. If we think of God not failing Himself of a man we must think of Christ. That is the Man God has in view, and had in view for a long time. There are persons referred to in the Old Testament, who, at the time they spoke, might not have fully understood all that was involved in what they said. 

Nevertheless, in what they said, you can see that God was looking forward to Christ. In all that came in, for instance, in the tabernacle system, God could see the fulfilment of it all in Christ. 

In Luke’s gospel, when He stood up in the synagogue He said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears”, Luke 4: 21. It is not only that the time had come, it certainly had for the fulfilment of the Scriptures, but the Scripture was beautified and adorned by the standing up and speaking of Jesus in that synagogue as the anointed Man. It often touches me how Luke, the writer, goes into detail about what He did, the way He stood up, the way the roll was given to Him, the way He unfolded it, what He read, what He said, and the very fact that He sat down, as though every movement of Jesus in that synagogue at that time was of great delight to God. Indeed every movement and every breathing of His in the thirty-three and a half years in which He was on the earth was pleasurable to God. He set out fully what God had in mind in a Man. Mr. Bellett, in the introduction to his book, ‘The Moral Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ’, says, ‘In his person ... man was reconciled to God’. 

Through the whole of the history in the Old Testament, and at times the testimony reached a very low point, God had His Man in His mind. God always has His Man, and He always will have His Man, and that Man is Christ. Every thought of God in relation to man will go through in Christ, and that is something that would cause us to take courage even in this present day. Not one thought will ever fail, the whole will go through in a blessed Man who has been here, and in fulness set out the will of God, but is now established at God’s right hand. He says, “I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness”, Psalm 2: 6. He is established there, and all that He has brought in and secured can never, ever fail. Now that is something in which we need to encourage one another, in these days when things are weak and many exercises have to be gone through sorrowfully. It is a great thing to have our eyes fixed on the blessed Man where He is, on the understanding that every thought of God will go through in that Man. 

But that is not all. Not only is there a Man in glory and every thought of God established in Him, but God is here in the Spirit, and that is the guarantee that every thought of God will go through here and will go through to glory. So the dispensation is not going to end in weakness. It is going to end in glory. We need to encourage one another in that assurance and to seek that we might have our eyes opened to see things from God’s side, what He is proceeding in and accomplishing. We are not only to look at it in an abstract sense, but to seek the help of the Spirit to see the thing being worked out in a concrete way here at the present time. There is a double guarantee, in the glory of Christ where He now is, and in the presence of God here in His Spirit among the saints. I trust that that encourages all our hearts however sorrowful the day may be. The days are sorrowful, and it is intended that we should feel the sorrow of them. Nevertheless, we are not to be overwhelmed, not to be obsessed with the failure that there is publicly, but to be encouraged in the great fact 

that God is going through with every thought of His, and He will secure them for His own glory. 

Now I have read of some of whom God said, “There shall not fail ... a man”. In the first place it was Solomon; David was speaking and what he was saying was conditional, that if certain conditions were met, God said there would not fail a man to sit on his throne. The blessed Man who is to sit on David’s throne is Christ. But He is speaking to Solomon here. He is coming down to the actual conditions that were there at that time. The scripture says, “And the days of David were at hand that he should die; and he enjoined Solomon his son”. It brings out the affections that were there in David, how David laboured, how he wrought in the days of his kingship in order that the very best should be handed over to Solomon his son. 

Israel never enjoyed blessing such as they enjoyed under the hand of David. The greatest kingdom that there ever was in Israel was secured through David, and it was handed over to Solomon for the saints to enjoy happy and holy family conditions together. He is enjoining Solomon here. Paul enjoined Timothy (1 Timothy 6: 13), and that is what David is doing here to Solomon. I would enjoin every one here that there is a great future before us. God is not going on in a defeatist way; He is going on in the way of victory, and there is great encouragement for us. 

David then says, “I go the way of all the earth—be of good courage therefore, and be a man”. 

What a word that is! What encouragement David would give to Solomon—“be a man” he says. That is, he was to act up in a manly way in every matter that came up in his history here. Solomon asked God for wisdom, saying he was but a child, and sometimes we feel that way. But David is saying, “be a man”. But though Solomon thought he was but a child, in turning to God, God gave him wisdom, and He gave him more than wisdom. He gave him everything that his heart desired in order that the kingdom of Solomon might be seen publicly in all its 

glory. We need to encourage one another that very shortly, I say that without a shadow of a doubt, very shortly the kingdom will be seen. I know there is a period between the saints being taken up and the Lord coming into the millennial day but, as far as we are concerned, it is only a short time to the kingdom coming out in its public display in glory. But the present time is a time of suffering, and it is a time of manhood. Paul says to the Corinthians, “quit yourselves like men”, 1 Corinthians 16: 13. There is a great need at the present time of manly features among the saints; not childish features. The Corinthians were acting like children, and Paul has to speak to them in a very severe way, but he concludes with “quit yourselves like men”. That is what David is saying to Solomon, “be of good courage therefore, and be a man; and keep the charge of Jehovah thy God”. 

Some of the men who have gone before us kept the charge. That is what you could say of them, they kept the charge that was laid upon them. Now it is our time, and the Lord is looking for us to keep the charge. That is a priestly feature. He is speaking here to the king who was a kingly man, but that was one of the functions of the priesthood according to Numbers. The priesthood in Numbers is viewed in a slightly different way from the priesthood in Leviticus. In Numbers, very largely, the priests had to keep the charge. Let us keep the charge, beloved brethren. Paul puts the charge on Timothy (1 Timothy 1: 18), and later he says, “Have an outline of sound words ... Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Timothy 1: 13, 14. He was looking to Timothy to keep the charge. The Lord is looking at the present time for men who are prepared to keep the charge, and the way we can keep it is by the Holy Spirit, the good deposit. There is no other way of keeping it. We need to give ourselves over to the Spirit of God so that we might be formed in features of manhood and keep the charge. 

So it says, “to walk in his ways, to keep his 

statutes”. We are directed to the walk of Jesus, a walk to follow after for the pleasure of God, and then it says, “to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest and whithersoever thou turnest thyself”. That is what David is enjoining Solomon. I believe the Spirit of God would enjoin us here today that we might be characteristically such persons who keep these things. David’s reference to the written law of Moses reminds us of the way the truth has been opened up to us. As we look at the bookshelves and see the rows of books, it should impress us that the ministry has come to us at cost, beloved brethren. It has involved suffering, it has involved labour, and it has come down to us, and the responsibility is upon us to keep the charge. There should be an answer to all that has come out in this dispensation and in this period of recovery. How wealthy this revival of the truth has been! There is no impoverishment in what has been brought out in this period of revival. It has been a time of extreme wealth, and the Lord would look to us that we might be among those who keep the charge. 

Then he says, “that Jehovah may confirm his word which he spoke concerning me, saying. If thy sons take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee, said he, a man upon the throne of Israel”. He says, if you fulfil these conditions there shall not fail a man. I think that is an encouragement at the present time; God would say that to us, that there shall not fail a man. It is a conditional matter. God has set out the conditions, as it says, “to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul”. It involves our affections, and it involves a full committal. I believe that is something that is required at the present time not a partial committal, but a full committal to the truth. The result is that there shall not fail a man. I leave that with us that it might encourage us, and at the same time 

that it might exercise us, to fulfil the conditions on which this promise is made to David, that there would not fail him a man to sit upon his throne. 

I come to Jonadab, the father of a very remarkable family. The word comes to Jeremiah to take the Rechabites into the house of God, and to set wine before them. Jonadab had charged them that they should not drink any wine, and they are faithful to that charge. They said, “We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, ye nor your sons for ever; neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor shall ye have any; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents, that ye may live many days in the land where ye sojourn” (Jeremiah 35: 6, 7). I am not suggesting that we become prohibitionist, I do not think that is the point of it for us. The point of it is that God was bringing out the beauty of the committal of that family. There was Israel, gone astray, going their own way, disregarding the claims of God, disregarding the promises of God, disregarding the appeals through His prophet, but here was one family in their midst who were respectful of the commandment of their father. Let us remember, beloved, the commandments of our fathers, what they have passed on to us, and let us be faithful to them. 

Jeremiah brought them into the house, set bowls full of wine and cups before them, and said to them, “Drink wine”. What God was bringing out was that there were men at that time in the midst of Israel whose portion typically was heavenly. The joys of earth and all the facilities of earth, houses and that kind of thing, meant nothing to them. Their affections were centred, typically, on a Man in another world, and their affections were thus centred in that world. The great need, beloved, is to get our eyes off things here whatever they may be. We are in a world that is marked very largely by materialism, and there is always a danger of what is in the world infiltrating among the saints. If I might use 

the word of a politician some time ago, ‘We have never had it so good’, that is the public position at the present time. We need to be sobered about that, and yet accept God’s mercies, but the great thing is to take them from God and use His mercies for the testimony. When Gideon’s company was brought down to the stream to drink, there were some that went down on their hands and knees and lapped, but there were others that lapped like a dog. There were some who wrapped the mercies of God around themselves and settled down here, but others used the divine mercies in view of the conflict. A brother told me that there is a certain kind of hound that they use on the chase that drinks on the run. They follow whatever they are hunting, they never stop and only drink on the run. Let us be like such, beloved, fully appreciating the mercies of God and thanking God for them, but using them, not in any aggrandisement of ourselves, but in view of the testimony. 

That is what the family of the Rechabites typically sets out. When Jeremiah brought them into the house and poured wine for them, they could have thought, as they were in the house, such conduct was perfectly all right. Others are doing it. Why should not they? But they had respect for the commandment of their father. It says of them, “Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his injunctions, and have done according unto all that he hath commanded you”. They kept every injunction of his, they were not prepared to be tempted to depart one iota from them. God was behind this, through Jeremiah, to bring out the beautiful feature in this family of resoluteness. They would not come down to any earthly level or settle down in matters here. They were going to follow the injunction of their father in order that they might live many days in the land. That was the point of his injunction, and because of their resoluteness Jeremiah says, “therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever”. In the 

first passage, the not failing was conditional upon keeping the injunctions. In this passage, it was consequential. God was reflecting back on what they had done, and He is giving them the promise because of their committal. May we be among those committed to remain faithful to what has been committed to us, that there might be an answer to it in our affections, in our hearts and in our souls. 

In Ezekiel, although it does not say there it shall not fail thee a man, the inference is there. 

God is showing Ezekiel what the millennial day will be like. He is showing him the house, the temple, and He is showing it in its millennial setting; a very encouraging thing for a man like Ezekiel who was among the captives. He saw what God’s thoughts were as far as Israel was concerned going right through to the millennial day. As already remarked, beloved, let us have God’s view of things. God has glory in mind. I suppose, what is finally in mind is eternal glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations to the age of ages. 

That is what is in the mind of God, and the Spirit of God is active to bring that into our affections. The whole period of testimony will end in glory—glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore be encouraged, and let us go on. 

It says, “But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok”, not the sons of Aaron. They were, of course, the sons of Aaron, but there were other sons of Aaron. He is bringing it down to the sons of Zadok. Why is that? Because Zadok was a faithful priest. It says that here, “that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me”. That is why. 

Abiathar was there, contemporary with Zadok, and he suffered and remained faithful to David in the rebellion of Absalom; he took his life in his hands, standing by the ark, there in the city where Absalom was. Abiathar was a faithful man at that time. There was a system that held the ground for David in the very 

centre of the enemy’s opposition. But then it came to Solomon. God was bringing forward Solomon. He had named him Jedidiah, ‘for Jehovah’s sake’, and it says that Jehovah loved Solomon. When it came to that matter Abiathar was not faithful but Zadok was at that critical time. Was it to be Christ? God’s thought. Christ, or was it to be some other king? Adonijah wanted to be king; he said the kingdom was mine. It was never his, God gave it to Solomon from the very beginning. God has His man, Christ is God’s Man. Let us be with God, beloved, and let Christ be our Man, every one of us. 

Zadok was faithful at that time, he was a priest that stood, and the Spirit of God records it here. He says to Ezekiel, “that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall approach unto me”. The service of God is committed unto such. It is a very responsible and a very blessed matter, to have the service of God committed to us. You might ask, Do you mean that we are the only persons that are going on with the service of God? I am not saying that, I leave that matter. What I am saying is that the service of God has been committed to us. Let us go on with it, beloved, in its purity and in its richness and in its value; what it is for the heart of God. It says here, “they shall approach unto me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to present unto me the fat and the blood”. The fat is the choicest portion for God. In the offerings, the fat was taken away and was burned on the altar. The fat is the richness. Abel brought of the firstlings of the flock and of their fat, that is the fragrance of what there is for God (Genesis 4: 4). 

Well, dear brethren, that is our charge at the present time. The sons of Zadok are going to serve in the millennial day, that will be literal, but the encouragement is for us to go on in faithfulness, keeping the charge of God’s sanctuary. The sanctuary is where God Himself dwells. Perhaps in your locality you are only a few, but is God’s sanctuary there? If God’s 

sanctuary is there we want to keep the charge of it; we want to see that there is nothing there that might intrude upon dwelling conditions for God. It is a very great matter that God should dwell there. He has in mind here the millennial day, but God dwelt in the sanctuary all through the wilderness, and He dwelt in it in the land in Solomon’s house. I suppose the present day might equate more to the tabernacle system, and God is dwelling amidst His people in testimony at the present time. Let us remember that, so that our localities are truly representative of the dwelling place of God. God’s sanctuary; and we need to keep the charge. It should appeal to our affections. God appealed to the affections of His people at the beginning, you remember, in Exodus 25, saying, “they shall make me a sanctuary” (Exodus 25: 8). Every one whose heart prompted him was to bring a gift that they might make Him a sanctuary. Think of the beauty of God’s thought in proposing that He should dwell among His people. He will dwell with them eternally and that will be a very blessed matter. He will dwell among men family-wise, but God is dwelling among His people today, and He is looking to persons like ourselves that we might keep the charge of His sanctuary. 

It was when the children of Israel went astray. There may be a great going astray, and there has been, but the question is, Are we among those who will keep the charge of His sanctuary? 

God says, “they shall stand before me to present unto me the fat and the blood”. May we be encouraged to be among such, that will stand before Him to present the fat and the blood. 

That, of course, relates to Christ, every offering is suggestive of Christ. It is a great privilege that we have in our day to present Christ to God for His own pleasure. May the Lord bless the word to us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Peterhead
15 June 1996 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 2:1-4 (JND) [1] And the days of David were at hand that he should die; and he enjoined Solomon his son saying, [2] I go the way of all the earth: be of good courage therefore, and be a man; [3] and keep the charge of Jehovah thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest and whithersoever thou turnest thyself; [4] that Jehovah may confirm his word which he spoke concerning me, saying, If thy sons take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee, said he, a man upon the throne of Israel.

Jeremiah 35:18-19 (JND) [18] And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his injunctions, and have done according unto all that he hath commanded you; [19] therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever.

Ezekiel 44:15-16 (JND) [15] But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall approach unto me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to present unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord Jehovah. [16] They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall approach unto my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge.

Luke 4:21 (JND) [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears.

Psalms 2:6 (JND) [6] And *I* have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness.

1 Timothy 6:13 (JND) [13] I enjoin thee before God who preserves all things in life, and Christ Jesus who witnessed before Pontius Pilate the good confession,

1 Corinthians 16:13 (JND) [13] Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong.

1 Timothy 1:18 (JND) [18] This charge, [my] child Timotheus, I commit to thee, according to the prophecies as to thee preceding, in order that thou mightest war by them the good warfare,

2 Timothy 1:13-14 (JND) [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Jeremiah 35:6-7 (JND) [6] And they said, We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, ye nor your sons for ever; [7] neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor shall ye have [any]; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents, that ye may live many days in the land where ye sojourn.

Genesis 4:4 (JND) [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering;

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 25:8 (JND) [8] And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.



GLORYING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

H. Jensen 

Jeremiah 9: 23–25; John 14: 5–7, 15–17; 17: 3, 7, 8; Philippians 3: 8, 10, 11 

I was thinking, dear brethren, of this word in Jeremiah, which is God’s word, as to the value of knowing God, understanding and knowing God. God speaks about it as a glory. Anyone who has the knowledge of God it is glory to them. That is God’s own word. It is a wonderful thing to have the knowledge of God as we do in our day. The Scriptures are indited with that purpose in mind, that men should come to a knowledge of God through the word, through the written word. Then there is also the great matter of the knowledge of God through experience. That is also written about in the Scriptures. There is the knowledge of God, too, that comes through having part in the body which our brother has been speaking about. The purpose of God in setting these gifts in the assembly, that are referred to in 1 Corinthians 12, apostles and prophets and teachers and so on, has in view that the saints should come to the knowledge of God. That is a very great glory. I think we need to be encouraged in the day of small things when there is not any glory publicly. There is nothing outwardly that is glorious about being a Christian, for example. The glory is inward; the glory is related to the fact that the Spirit of God has imbued the saints with a knowledge of things that are outside the world. 

There are persons who glory in their wisdom, there are persons who glory in their might, there are persons who glory in their riches. It is remarkable how God touches on those three things. You might say they are the main things that people glory in, although there are many more. Men glory in their wisdom or their riches or their might. You can almost put one of those labels on anything that people take pride in and glory in. 

God says, “Let not the wise glory in his wisdom”. Universities are full of people who glory in their wisdom. The business world is full of those who glory in their riches and the nations are full of men who glory in their might. But God puts it all aside when He says, “but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me”. I think it shows how far superior the people of God are. Yet there is a danger with us of thinking highly of those men who are so wise in this world, or very rich in the things of this scene, or those who are mighty and powerful. There is a danger with us as believers of looking up to them with some adulation, and feeling there is some outstanding glory or prestige attached to them. Not that we should not respect such, that is not the point because some are due respect. But God is saying, “let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me”. How fine that is to know God! Every believer knows God to some extent, some more than others. How thankful we are that we have a great knowledge of God in the present time of the recovery of the truth. No glory outwardly, but inwardly what a glory it is to know God. 

I thought these scriptures in John, which are the Lord’s own words, show what the saints of this dispensation possess in the way of knowledge. First of all in John 14 He speaks about this great matter of knowing the Father. He says, “If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him”. You might say He is somewhat indicating that they did not know much about the Father yet, “If ye had known me”. Well, they did know Him, and in John 17 He speaks that way to the Father, that they did know Him, and they had received the truth; they received what the Lord had brought to light. How thankful He was that the disciples received what He brought in the way of knowledge. It was through Jesus that they came to know the Father. Men in the Old Testament did not know the Father; the disciples came to know the Father through Jesus. How fine that is, and it is the same with us. Men speak reverentially about God, but how few speak to God in relation to His place as Father in the present economy. How few know anything about that, but the Lord Jesus has revealed God as Father, and if we come to know the Lord Jesus we come to know the Father. 

Through Him and by Him, we come to know the blessed God, the almighty God, as Father. 

How wonderful that is! He says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life”, everything centres in Jesus. He is the way into these great things, and He Himself embodies the truth of all that is to be known of God. It says in Colossians, “in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell” (Colossians 1: 19). When Jesus was here, the fulness of the Godhead was there in Him. We can hardly take it in, that the Father, the Son, the Spirit were all there in relation to the manhood of Christ. What food for contemplation it is. So that is how the Father has become known to us. 

Then it speaks in these verses I read later about the Spirit, how when He came they were to know Him. The world would not know Him, and the world does not know the Holy Spirit. 

You go round in the world and talk about the Spirit, and it is an absolute mystery. No one knows anything about the Holy Spirit in the world’s system at all. He is not the power by which the world’s system is operating. He is the power by which the assembly should operate, by which the body should function, as our brother has been saying. Therefore we come to know Him, and in that way we come to know that the Spirit of God is here actually, not only objectively. Part of our knowledge is to know objectively that the Spirit is here, and we have come to know that we can serve and worship Him objectively because He is God. 

But then we come to know more than that because He is functioning in the body. As we see that the body does function, He alone causing it, we realise that the Holy Spirit is actually here. We come to know Him, come to know that He is serving, come to know that He is operating, come to know that He is here 

on behalf of Christ, and opening up the glory of Christ. Think of the glories of Christ that have been opened up in the days of recovery that we are in, from Mr Darby’s time down, the many glories of Christ that have been opened up. How? By the Spirit! That also is how we have come to know Him, that He has opened up and made known the glories of Christ. 

Then in John 17 the Lord speaks about this matter of eternal life. It is remarkable that He should say this to the Father, “And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. There has been a struggle in the days of recovery over the truth of eternal life, and it has been a real struggle, because the Holy Spirit was intent that the brethren should understand what eternal life is. There is a sphere of things which is an out-of-the-world condition of relationship and being that the saints can enjoy. 

That is what eternal life consists of, and the Lord says, “this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. You might say, that all we enjoy in relationships that are out of the world, apart from the world’s system, relationships of life that are eternal, are all related to the knowledge of God. God has brought to light a condition of things where we enjoy relationships that go right into eternity. 

So that we know what being brethren of Christ is in reality, not just in the letter of Scripture, but we know what it is to be brethren of Christ together, and have part with Him in relation to the service of God. That is related to the knowledge of God because God has revealed Himself as Father and we are all brethren. We are like Christ, we are brethren of Christ and sons of God. This is all related to the knowledge of God, the way He has revealed Himself at the present time. Who of men knows these things, but the saints and those who have part in the assembly? Those who have part in the body that our brother has been speaking about. 

Then He says, “and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. What a wonderful privilege it is to know Jesus Christ the sent One; the One who has come into manhood, and as here in manhood being sent of the Father, sent to do the will of God, sent to carry out the work of redemption, sent to finish all that was laid upon Him. That is what, I believe, it means, “Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. Well, we know about Him, we know the Lord Jesus in relation to all that He has been sent to do, and it is the knowledge that we can glory in, the knowledge of these things concerning the Father, the Son and the Spirit. 

I read in Philippians because Paul seems to indicate that is what he is after, the knowledge of these things. He was prepared to give up the riches that he had, the might that he had, the place that he had, a place of prominence. This chapter shows that he has given them all up, counted them all as filth. What a mighty man he was in Israel and he gloried in that might at one time, he surely did. How rich he was, you might say, as an Israelite, and he had gloried in that. Now he is setting it all aside, saying he just counts it all as filth. Why? Because he wanted “to know him, and the power of his resurrection”. How he valued the knowledge of God. Let us value it, dear brethren, the knowledge of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

No other family will ever know God as the saints of the assembly, in such a wonderful revelation. So Paul says, “to know him”, here it is to know Christ that he is referring to, I believe, because the antecedent is Christ, “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”. And then he says, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead”. I just read that to indicate the value that the beloved apostle Paul placed on the knowledge of God, that he would set everything else aside to have that knowledge. 

How testing that is, how little most of us have sacrificed! At least I must say that for myself, how little I have sacrificed to have a real and greater knowledge of God, a greater knowledge of Christ and His resurrection. May we be encouraged that this is our glory, beloved brethren, that we know God, and we rejoice in what He is pleased with. As it says further in Jeremiah, the things that please Him are loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness. Those are the things that God rejoices in and He wants His people to know about those attributes that are His. We do know them in the most outstanding way in our time as revealed in Jesus. May we be encouraged for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Los Angeles
9 July 1996 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 9:23-25 (JND) [23] Thus saith Jehovah: Let not the wise glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty glory in his might; let not the rich glory in his riches: [24] but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I [am] Jehovah, who exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, saith Jehovah. [25] Behold, days are coming, saith Jehovah, when I will visit all [them that are] circumcised with the uncircumcised;

John 14:5-17 (JND) [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. [13] And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, this will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, …

John 17:3-8 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it; [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was. [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word. [7] Now they have known that all things that thou hast given me are of thee; [8] for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received [them], and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me.

Philippians 3:8-11 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead.

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Colossians 1:19 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



THE FIRST MAN AND THE SECOND MAN

D. M. Welch 

John 6: 64–67; Revelation 3: 20; 1 Chronicles 29: 22 (to “second time”) I suppose we can say that the scriptures are about two men—the first man Adam, and the second Man, out of heaven. The first man has been tested and tried in every conceivable way to determine if there be anything for God. He has been tested in innocency; in government and under law; the final test came when God’s beloved Son was here on the earth. Every conceivable way has been set forth in the history of the first man in God’s loving patience to see if there was anything from His creature that could be for Himself. 

We know the history of the first man, and we would do well to understand our part and place in the history of that race. Sin came in when God sought to bring man into responsibility. Sin came in when man was tested in obedience, and as we refer to it, the fall of man resulted 

and judgment was pronounced. It was recorded prophetically that One would crush the head of the enemy of our souls, by whom sin was introduced into the human race. Also the judgment of death was pronounced concerning the man who sinned, “dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return”, Genesis 3: 19. It was never God’s thought that man should be in death or live in a scene of death; nevertheless. God is righteous and He is fair. So sin has come in, and it has become a principle by which man in the flesh lives, man in the world, without Christ and without God; self-will has become a principle by which man lives and operates—it is sin. None of us can blame Adam, because God would bring us to the thought of responsibility, whatever age that might be, and thus we understand something of our own histories; consequently we have to line up with Adam as sinners. We have our own sins to account for before God. 

However, God has introduced another Man into the world. He did not live, move or operate on the basis of selfishness; in Him sin was not. There was nothing in Him to respond to what was without. This Man is out of heaven. It says in Luke’s gospel, “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God” (Luke 1: 35). He was also to be called, “Son of the Highest” (Luke 1: 32), evil could not touch such an One. He came in on God’s side. 

Everything that man could ever desire of God was seen in Him. Yet He also came in on our side; everything that God ever desired in man was found in Him. They could say when He stilled the winds, and the waves, “Who then is this ...?” (Mark 4: 41), or as another account has put it, “What sort of man is this?”, Matthew 8: 27. He is the kind of Man that is for the delight of God. He could say when asked who He was, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. Do you know a Man like that, who you could trust implicitly? Everything He said, He was. He went about doing good, healing those who were oppressed of the devil. 

(Acts 10: 38); never doing anything for Himself, always here for the will of Another. There was no man like that Man, nor will there ever be a man like Him in flesh and blood conditions; never a man like that Man, He is a holy Man. This Man has real feelings, and you see here in John 6 those feelings coming out. Unbelief is seen too and it is a terrible thing, but it is a wonderful thing to believe in a Man like this. It says, 

“Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe”. The beginning of our blessing is when we come to the point that whatever God does, we accept. Whatever God will do in His ways with the human race, we will accept it and submit to it. I think faith is in activity when we reach that point. I trust that every one in this room this evening will lay hold of the fact that the Father is drawing you to this blessed Man. (That is what God is doing in the glad tidings). I would appeal to you on the basis of the love of God that you simply submit to that and lay hold of it in your own soul, for it will be very, very affecting to such an One as we are speaking of, if we were to go away back. Shall I say, it would break His heart. 

This Man was the only Man who could fully answer to God’s claims for you. He has gone into death willingly, offering Himself up for you and for me, sinners of the gentiles, plagued by unbelief and self-will (sin). Perhaps you have been thinking that religion would be the answer, so that with it you can still go on in self-will. That will not do! This Man, Jesus, gave His back to the smiters. There was no hope for man when this kind of Man was rejected and turned out of the world; there was no need for God to bring in further tests or to keep man in responsibility on any account based on human standards or codes. Not only did He turn His back to the smiters and suffer the ridicule and the hatred that is in the heart of every one of us as after the first man, but He went into judgment for us. The judgment was necessary if sins were to be atoned for, if sins were to be covered, and it was judgment at the hands of God. 

This Man willingly gave Himself over, not only to suffer from wicked hands, but then to bear the wrath of God against sin for three hours of darkness. 

Unbelievers will be shown something of it when the transaction of coming judgment occurs between God as God and man as man. We read this morning in the household about their worm dying not. For those who turn away from this blessed Man in the preaching of the glad tidings there is no hope, no answer, and eternity for them will be very real, “their worm dies not”, Mark 9: 44. When God breathed into Adam the breath of life he became a living soul (Genesis 2: 7), but now this world is plagued by sin and death. As Christians, we sorrow, not as others, but, we sorrow for our loved ones who pass through the article of death. There is going to be a resurrection of the dead. Man has become a living soul through the breath of God, and it is at the present time that man is rescued from an eternity of judgment, rescued by love, shall we say. So things do not end. We should not be deceived by sight nor sense, these matters are awaiting and they are serious, but God has prolonged the day of grace to this present time. 

However feebly the proclamation of the glad tidings might go forth, He is able to bring you and me to a state of repentance, for we may confess that we have been all wrong about everything, especially about God, about who He is, and what He has done in the giving up of His beloved Son. It says, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures”, 1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4. The scriptures in these verses refer to the Old Testament writings, and thus God was dealing with the first man all through the history until the rejection of His beloved Son. Now His dealings with that man are terminated. The Lord Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19: 30), and delivered up His spirit. There is no more work to be done for sinners. There is nothing you can do, there is nothing I can do to improve the order of man that came in at the beginning, with which we are identified according to the flesh. That man, and all that characterises him, has been terminated morally in the sight of God, so it says, “he was buried”. Now, you and I need to be justified before God, and the only way that is possible is through “believing on him who has raised from among the dead Jesus our Lord”, Romans 4: 24. It will be accounted to us for righteousness. I say to you again, I say it as feelingly and as appealingly as I can, do not go away back. In John 6, these were referred to as disciples, followers, but I say to you as frankly and as straightforwardly as I can, they were not true believers. We live in a dispensation which is in faith; faith is imperative. We live in that day and I believe we are at the end of it. 

In Revelation 3 we find ourselves in the midst of the Christian profession. The way it is put in Revelation 3: 20, I say this very carefully, is as a lifeless profession. But the same blessed Man who is now out of death, victorious over every foe, and seated in the glory, on the Father’s throne, waiting to take His own throne, this same blessed Man is standing at the door of the lifeless profession and knocking. He is still affected in the same way, He is the Same. In John 6 He said, “Will ye also go away?”. Think of the depth of feelings of such a Man. 

Then He says here, “if any one hear my voice”. It is not assumed there is anyone who will open the door, but He says, if there is any one. I would say to you that soon this day is going to be closed. Faith and prayer carry the believer through in nearness to this blessed Man, and while there are many hindrances, He will never give up this knocking as long as this day of grace continues. 

I referred to 1 Chronicles 29 because I believe it is a blessed day in which we are living. The glad tidings are still going out, the Lord Jesus is waiting, affectionately pleading that if you have made a profession that you do not go away back, or ignore His knocking, but that you crown Him, as the people did with Solomon, the second time. I believe this has to do with what this blessed Man is seeking at the end, and it is open to every one of us. How positive this is! Laying hold of the glad tidings would relieve us from our burden of sin. What a blessed Man He is. He stood in our stead and opened the channels of grace for God to forgive us, for all are sinners, and sin as a principle of living has been condemned in the flesh. Man in the flesh has been terminated in the burial of Christ, and now God is working on an entirely different platform. 

There are those who are associated with His beloved Son on the ground of resurrection, morally out of death. It is a moral system of things now, a faith system of things that God is working in, and He would have that for all of us. In that blessed Man, we are brought into it, and relieved from any kind of effort that we might undertake in order to gain justification or favour with God. I think in 2 Timothy where Paul says, “do the work of an evangelist” (2 

Timothy 4: 5), it is in the midst of the profession that has grown up in this world and is turning away from the blessed voice, (being spoken in connection with the knocking of Revelation 3: 20). It is an opportunity for each one of us to open the door, to receive that blessed One, to sup with Him and He with us, and to crown Him as the true Solomon a second time. Maybe we have got away from the Lord, maybe we have been disappointed, but we could never go wrong, I could never go wrong, if we lean upon His breast and be found in His bosom; be near enough to hear His voice. If so we will not be going away back as those did in John 6. 

The apostasy is on us in principle. Persons are giving up precious light. We have to check ourselves as to how much we are in the will of God as it relates to this blessed Man. How much do we know of this blessed Man? Are we in keeping with Him? Are we down on our knees to that blessed Man every day, owning Him, crowning Him in our souls as the one Man before God, who is the beginning of that order of manhood which shall go on through eternity? So I say to you. Have you lined up with the first Adam? Then come to repentance. 

If you have, and if I have, then we can line ourselves up with the last Adam and know that we have a bright future ahead. Whatever might happen in the profession He is not going to give up any of His own, He loves us, He is pleading with each one of us, and it is for us to crown Him as the true Solomon the second time; to take things up in nearness to Himself; and consequently to see to this that we are going through in faithfulness to Him in the midst of a lifeless profession. Let us be true to that blessed Man, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Buckie
20 March 1994 

 


Scripture references

John 6:64-67 (JND) [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. [65] And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father. [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

1 Chronicles 29:22 (JND) [22] And they ate and drank before Jehovah on that day with great joy. And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him to Jehovah to be prince, and Zadok to be priest.

Genesis 3:19 (JND) [19] In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until thou return to the ground: for out of it wast thou taken. For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Luke 1:32 (JND) [32] *He* shall be great, and shall be called Son of [the] Highest; and [the] Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father;

Mark 4:41 (JND) [41] And they feared [with] great fear, and said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

Matthew 8:27 (JND) [27] But the men were astonished, saying, What sort [of man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Mark 9:44 (JND) [44] [where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched].

Genesis 2:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Romans 4:24 (JND) [24] but on ours also, to whom, believing on him who has raised from among [the] dead Jesus our Lord,

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



EXTRACTS

Luke 14: 25–33. Multitudes were attracted by the hearing of such grace, so in verse 26 He tells them what discipleship will involve. There may be an allusion here to Micah 7: 5, 6. 

Friends must be given up for Christ. A man may have to leave everything else, but the question is. Am I to leave God? What! life too? Yes—no matter. In that life you are linked with the world, and that must be given up too, if I am in question—you cannot have two hearts—a heart for the world, and a heart for Me—Christ would say. I tremble when I see people who have not counted the cost, setting out in the profession of following Christ. It is God’s way to put the barrier at the first start. If you can leap that, you will do. Legal obedience will not stand, but following Christ. If He is in the path, it is happy and easy; but it is a path between two hedges. If Christ is not with you in it, there will be nothing but trouble and difficulty. 

Luke 14: 34, 35. “Salt” is grace in spiritual energy; that is, the saints being witnesses in the world of the power of holy love, instead of selfishness. Salt is the consecrating principle of grace—if that is gone, what is to preserve? Salt is rather grace in the aspect of holy separateness unto God, than in that of kindness and  meekness, though of course these are also inseparable from grace. If the salt has lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted? If I have meat without salt, I can salt it; but if there is no saltness in salt, what can I do? What a character we have here of an unspiritual church, or an unspiritual saint! Like the vine which represented Israel, good for nothing at all but to dishonour the Lord its owner and be destroyed. Mercy, it is true, may recover us; but as saints we should have the savour of Christ. Whatever enfeebles attachment to Christ destroys power. It is not gross sin that does it, which of course will be met and judged; but it is the little things of everyday life which are apt to be chosen before Christ. When the world creeps in, the salt has lost its savour and we show that a rejected Christ has little power in our eyes. 

J. N. Darby (Collected Writings Vol. 25, p.139) 

There remains yet one precious thought—a proof of unspeakable grace in Jesus. He so reckons upon our affection, and this as personal to Himself, that He says to them, “If ye loved me ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father”. He gives us to be interested in His own glory, in His happiness, and, in it, to find our own. 

Good and precious Saviour, we do indeed rejoice that Thou, who hast suffered so much for us, hast now fulfilled all things, and art at rest with Thy Father, whatever may be Thine active love for us. Oh that we knew and loved Thee better! But still we can say in fullness of heart, Come quickly, Lord! Leave once more the throne of Thy rest and of Thy personal glory, to come and take us to Thyself, that all may be fulfilled for us also, and that we may be with Thee and in the light of Thy Father’s countenance and in His house. Thy grace is infinite, but Thy presence and the joy of the Father shall be the rest of our hearts, and our eternal joy. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol.3 (John14), p.371).
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Scripture references

Luke 14:25-33 (JND) [25] And great crowds went with him; and, turning round, he said to them, [26] If any man come to me, and shall not hate his own father and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters, yea, and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple; [27] and whoever does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. [28] For which of you, desirous of building a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, if he have what [is needed] to complete it; [29] in order that, having laid the foundation of it, and not being able to finish it, all who see it do not begin to mock at him, [30] saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish? [31] Or what king, going on his way to engage in war with another king, does not, sitting down first, take counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him coming against him with twenty thousand? [32] and if not, while he is yet far off, having sent an embassy, he asks for terms of peace. [33] Thus then every one of you who forsakes not all that is his own cannot be my disciple.

Micah 7:5-6 (JND) [5] Believe ye not in a companion, put not confidence in a familiar friend: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. [6] For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law: a man's enemies are the men of his own household.

Luke 14:34-35 (JND) [34] Salt [then] [is] good, but if the salt also has become savourless, wherewith shall it be seasoned? [35] It is proper neither for land nor for dung; it is cast out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …
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