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FEAR NOT ... BUT “WATCH”

B. M. Deck 

Luke 12: 32–37 (to “watching”); 1 Peter 5: 8–11 

These exhortations, so rich in their prophetic import, have come right down, designedly, to the last days. It is very clear in the words of the Lord Jesus in this gospel, and particularly in John’s gospel, that He envisaged the very days that would obtain publicly just prior to His coming. Beloved brethren, we are assured that we are in such a time, assured inwardly that it is so, and we would not disregard the feelings of many which are also that way, but the experiences at the Supper more and more are assuring us of the imminence of the rapture. 

Therefore we need to pay attention to the words of the Lord Jesus, and the way that certain exhortations prophetically have been uttered by Him and His servants and have come right down to the present moment. 

I want to refer to two of them, and the first is, “Fear not, little flock”, and the second is, to “watch”. There are many more. I just had an impression to speak very briefly of these literal words of the Lord Jesus. It would embrace the disciples to whom He was speaking, but it would extend to those precious to Him, as the note says, ‘There is an emphatic article here, impossible to translate into English’, but it means ‘you who are the little flock. It is the character Christ gives to them as attached to Him in the midst of the world’. 

O, beloved, how fitting it is, as claiming nothing; but that is just what the present moment is calling for in the few devoted lovers of Jesus whom He thus designates as the “little flock”; in a sense defenceless, but precious—precious and known to heaven and loved by heaven, and persons who love one another too. It is just that Philadelphian touch of brotherly love among those whom the Lord calls a “little flock”, twos and threes gathered together unto His name, and what He says to them is, “Fear not”. There is no need to fear. “Fear not, little flock”. We need this word. If our trust and our faith were not in Him we would have reason to fear, but there is no need to fear. Beloved, He is in absolute control of everything; in this world, with its governments, and its nations, everything is in the hand of Christ. He is working out His own designs—knowing the end from the beginning. He loves those walking in the light of the assembly, assuming nothing, being nothing publicly but a poor and afflicted people—just like a little defenceless flock. Amidst the great gathering pretentiousness of systems built up by men there is something down here in testimony, representative of the whole undoubtedly, but which calls forth His approbation, and He says it is just a little flock attached to Him amidst the whole course of the apostate world around us. So let us therefore, dear brethren, take courage. 

The Father comes into it, you will notice, “for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom”. What does that mean? It means we need the kingdom, and we need to work out in the assembly the principles of the world to come for its protection and testimony, and it is the good pleasure of the Father to give us the kingdom. Thank God for the principles that we have been taught and which we prove from the word. Let us cleave to them and see that they work; they are on our side for our good and for our protection, and it is a very touching thing that it has been the pleasure of the Father to give this to us. It points, as far as I can see it, to the circle of affection all divine in which the Father’s love and, of course, the love of Jesus, the ineffable love of Christ, and, we may add, the love of the Spirit, enter in a feeling way, a protected position in the midst of all that is developing in the apostate systems around us. So let us be without fear, but in exercise. 

That leads me to the second exhortation, but there are many more here that we could allude to because we certainly need our loins girded about. That involves control but is also in view of movement, ready to move, ready to go at any moment with our lamps burning, with oil in them. Oh, what it will be when that cry comes, that midnight cry, Behold the Bridegroom! 

We want to be ready, and I believe there is something the Spirit of God is producing in readiness immediately to answer to the knocking. It would not be the Laodicean knocking; no, it would point to a readiness and an alertness of lovers to know who it is at the door. So let our loins be girded, ready for movement at any moment to answer that summons, that assembling shout, and let our lights be burning brightly. 

In his epistle Peter catches on the idea and extends it in saying as to the flock of God that it is to be shepherded, cared for, and protected, and, beloved brethren, it is a full-time matter. Let our committals be deepened as long as we are left here, and let us be able for it, to care for one another, but it would extend, because it speaks here of the sufferings accomplished in “your brotherhood which is in the world”. What is that? It would surely go beyond the immediacy of the circle of fellowship, because a brotherhood involves the family of God; it would involve every one born of God. We should therefore have a responsibility in our feelings and in our prayers, as indeed we have in some sense tonight, to embrace the tremendous scope of the work of God, including many in suffering. In those countries our dear brother referred to as under communist rule there are true Christians in suffering. How we need to remember them. It says here, “accomplished in your brotherhood”, and if we have to suffer for a little while, it says—“when ye have suffered for a little while, himself shall make perfect, stablish, strengthen, ground”. 

What I want to leave with the dear brethren is, “Watch”. Never has it been more needed than now just to be in the sensitivity to watch, that what is precious to the heart of Christ is protected, and the service of God is maintained. The best way to meet the dreadful tide that is against us is to pursue with joy the truth and the service of God and the glad tidings. That is all I wanted to say. “Fear not, little flock”, but then, let us be on our guard; the enemy would again attack to spoil the finish; let our committal be that he is thwarted, that he is resisted; it says, “Whom resist, stedfast in faith”. The exhortation is to “watch”. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
6 June 1983 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:32-37 (JND) [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy. [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them.

1 Peter 5:8-11 (JND) [8] Be vigilant, watch. Your adversary [the] devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour. [9] Whom resist, stedfast in faith, knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which [is] in [the] world. [10] But the God of all grace who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, when ye have suffered for a little while, himself shall make perfect, stablish, strengthen, ground: [11] to him [be] the glory and the might for the ages of the ages. Amen.



“LET ME ... SEE THY GLORY”

A. B. Parker 

John 11: 40 

I have in mind also what has already been quoted that Moses asked Jehovah that he might see His glory (Exodus 33: 18). It was a very, very difficult time when Moses made that request. 

He also said, “Make me now to know thy way”, Exodus 33: 13. God’s glory is expressed in His ways. It was still uncertain in one sense as to whether the people would be preserved; their very grievous sin was still very much in the mind of Moses, and in the mind of God too. 

Moses evidently had some sense that there was going to be glory out of it but he did not know the way that that would be reached. He was concerned to know God’s way. 

I was just thinking when our brother was speaking that there is so much in this subject in its practical bearing upon us that we do not have in our minds just an abstract thought of God’s glory; that He dwells in unapproachable light, for instance, that He is the God of glory, which means, I would think (and I think our brother had it in mind when he stressed that He is the God of glory) that He is the Originator of the glory which will abide eternally, but also He controls it and He can manifest it under conditions which in His ways are brought to pass so that there is .a receptiveness, a readiness to behold the glory and to see that we are in the shining of it and are reflecting it too. 

When Moses saw the glory of God and came down from the mountain his face shone; he was affected by having been in the glory. And I believe we are to be affected too when the glory of God is manifested amongst us in relation to His ways. It was of great glory to God that a people who were saturated so to speak with idolatry should be adjusted, repentant. Some were incorrigible, which is often the case in issues; they were dealt with because God said that He was not sparing the guilty, but He emphasizes His loving kindness, and He was minded, it would seem from the way He spoke to Moses as He passed by and uttered His wonderful name, that He was minded to show mercy. It is a great matter when God is minded to show mercy. 

That is this dispensation, the day of grace; God is minded to show mercy. That feature, that characteristic, that quality in God is free to come out because of the work of Christ and the fact that God is holding the world in reconciliation in view of as many as possible being reached through the glad tidings. 

But anyway the great matter is that God is to get glory out of every situation. What was the glory really that was reached? The glory that was reached was that a people who had turned to idolatry, who were carried away by it momentarily, when thoroughly judged and repentant and humbled before God, their hearts burst forth in a heave-offering that was so abundant and so plentiful to provide for God’s dwelling amongst them that Moses had to issue a commandment to cease bringing materials for the tabernacle because he already had more than he could use. Dear brethren, we have been through a very trying time, an exceedingly trying time. If we go back a number of years, not too many at that, well within the memory of every one of us here, we know what we have been involved in and I believe as times goes on we are becoming more deeply affected by what we have been and what we were carried away by and how easily we were misled. The chaos that has been brought in, the untold suffering, the sorrows that are continuing in a vicious way in so many areas, all this is still a reminder to us of a terrible catastrophe and breakdown, which I would say in principle was equal to the breakdown that Moses had to face in relation to the golden calf. At any rate, the times that we have been through have been very difficult. What is the glory that God is going to get out of it? The shame that has been brought in on the testimony we shall never forget—when I say never I mean in time. But there is something else that is coming out of it and I believe that we want to see that. 

And how are we going to see it? By seeing a people that are so affected inwardly that they enjoy the excess of Christianity. 

The Lord could say. If you do as the tax-gatherers and others do what is there extraordinary about that? (Matthew 5: 47). Christianity is extraordinary; it is not just an ordinary congregation, some of whom come to the meetings occasionally, it is a case where there should be an overflowing abundance from every heart. We should not want a meeting to pass without being present. We should feel it very badly if we cannot be at a meeting. We should not allow trivial matters to keep us from being at the meeting; we should not become habitual home-stayers if we have gotten any touch of the glory that God brings in as a result of the breakdown of His people. Not that there is any virtue in breakdown, the virtue is that God in His disciplinary ways brings us through experiences which deepen our feelings and enlarge our capacity. For what? For better living at home? No! for living in the land, the land into which He brings us every time we come together. If we come in faith we cross the Jordan, we come into the area of divine blessing, we enjoy conditions of eternal life as together. Oh that we could be in it more enthusiastically, dear brethren, that the result of what we have been through should so affect us that we say, ‘I am not going to miss another meeting if it is possible for me to be there, and not only that but I am going to be at every meeting in faith, in dependence upon God and as a conscious contributor to the peace and blessing amongst the people of God’. If that were so think of what our meetings would be! I believe that is one of the glories of God that came in as a result of Moses asking God to show him His glory. 

Now it is not any one asking to see the glory 

in John 11, it is the Lord Himself saying that they would see it. “Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” You may say the glory of God was seen in the calling forth of Lazarus from the grave. Of course it was. But is that all? I believe that the glory of God is not only seen objectively but it is seen substantially. It is seen worked out amongst the saints, and I believe that John 12 is the expression of the glory of God amongst His people. When the dear brethren are together, not one missing, they are all there, Lazarus is there. He had been in the grave. Think of the experience he had gone through. Think of the experience those sisters had gone through; they had learned one of the most difficult lessons to learn negatively. 

What was it they learned? They learned that the feelings that they had in relation to their brother, when they said, “he whom thou lovest is sick”, those feelings had to be adjusted. Not that there was any change in the love of Christ. He loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

We would have put it in a little different order, but I think the reason it is put that way is to show that it is not exactly there a love that is the result of the pleasantness or the lovability of the persons but a love which is generated, begun, in the heart of God, a love that flows out according to His purpose. We would have said He loved Mary, and Martha, and Lazarus, but it says of the Lord, “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister”, Mary is not even mentioned by name, “and Lazarus”. 

Well, what is going to happen? This is the area in which they had to learn that the very choicest thing in human relations must end in corruption. That is a terrible lesson to have to come to. It takes us a long, long time to come to it. There are many that carry forward the idea that they will see their loved ones in the glory and the relationship will in a sense be renewed—on different lines, yes, but nevertheless that the love that we had for one another naturally will in some way carry through. It will not carry through. What is natural will cease because nature must cease. Man according to flesh and blood has been finished in the unsparing judgment of God not only against sin but against the man and the order of man that sinned, and we have to come, dear brethren, to the end of the choicest natural thing. They said, “Behold how he loved him!”—Yes, but the Lord Jesus was feeling the awful power of death, which was God’s answer to sin having come into the world and spoiled what was of nature. But at the same time the glory of God was going to appear, and that would appear in a consciousness of a relationship which is eternal. 

The conditions in Bethany in John 12 are the commencement, so to speak, of what is eternal, not now in the natural family but in the family of God which goes through, man after a new order. What we see in Bethany in John 12 is an area where, in spite of the fact that we are still in conditions here—and there was an element there that had no spiritual sensibilities whatsoever—there is power in having gone through experiences to override, so to speak, the element of the evil that may be in our hearts and amongst us in any sense and enter an area in which the Spirit of God is free, where each person is held in his own orbit in attraction to Christ and moves in relation to Him, so that the beauty of life and the activity of life and the odour of life all can flow in unhindered fashion. The glory of God was seen in that little household in Bethany in John 12 I truly believe. 

Well, dear brethren, I have referred to these two results of the glory of God being seen in relation to ourselves in order that we may see that what we have been through, and the loss of loved ones and of those who were such pillars amongst us—we miss them and will continue.to miss them these are the conditions where death comes in, where pressure comes in, where trial comes in. But the glory of God is manifested in that, in those very conditions and surroundings, by our having come to know Jesus in some distinctive way as the Son of God who has undertaken everything for the pleasure of God, there is brought about the manifestation of His glory; “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified”. Oh, dear brethren, I think the Lord wants to have us expressive of glory every time we come together, and even before we come together, and when we are waiting for the opportunity to come together. He wants us to be in this state of soul so that there is the expression of divine glory, glory secured through something being reached in persons while still in flesh and blood conditions. We do not have to wait for eternity to be ushered in before we can touch the feelings and the associations and the glory of the eternal day. 

May we be energized, dear brethren; we need it; we need to be overcomers. Every church in Revelation that is written to is required to have overcomers, even Ephesus, even Philadelphia, “He that overcomes”. Let us all be overcomers, and let us overcome fleshly tendencies, natural tendencies, the tendency to take our ease, the tendency to put the things of God secondary instead of first, the tendency to give God the fag-end of our time. I speak to myself when I say this because I know how much my time is taken up with things which perish with the using. But, dear brethren, we want to be energized as a result of being here tonight. I was impressed at the beginning of the meeting with the way God speaks, ‘Thou spakest and creation rose’—what an expression! “He spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. We may have heard the speaking; there may have been something wrought out in us; but the commandment follows, and if the commandment is heard and obeyed we shall continue in fidelity and energy and spiritual life. May the Lord help us in it. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
11 September 1979




Scripture references

John 11:40 (JND) [40] Jesus says to her, Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?

Exodus 33:18 (JND) [18] And he said, Let me, I pray thee, see thy glory.

Exodus 33:13 (JND) [13] And now, if indeed I have found grace in thine eyes, make me now to know thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thine eyes; and consider that this nation is thy people!

Matthew 5:47 (JND) [47] And if ye should salute your brethren only, what do ye extraordinary? Do not also the Gentiles the same?

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.



THOSE WHO “DIE IN THE LORD”





B. Taylor 

Revelation 14: 9–13 

I do not think anyone here is in the category of verses 9 to 11, but if anybody was, if the Lord should come before the hour was over they would find themselves still sitting here with the coffin empty and everybody else gone. It is a very solemn matter to think of persons being tormented to the ages of ages, persons going into eternity with no rest, persons who have to do with this mark of the beast that comes from beneath. 

But the chapter begins with persons who are marked off in relation to Christ, and this verse 12 is inserted in this paragraph we have read. Our brother was a person of endurance. 

“Difficult times shall be there”, it says (2 Timothy 3: 1); we are in difficult times now and our brother was one who had endurance. It says, “Ye have need of endurance”, Hebrews 10: 36. 

It also says, “Here is the endurance ...”; there are saints who will be going through this period which in character is already upon us in a way. Earlier it says persons cannotsell without the mark of the beast (Revelation 13: 17). 

But here is a voice from above, and that is what we want to get today, not to hear a eulogy from man but we want to hear as John heard. He heard things and saw things; “And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write”. So John wrote; he saw things, he heard things, he wrote things, and the beginning of the book tells us about the blessedness of keeping the things written in it. So there is blessedness connected with verse 12 too, as well as verse 13. 

What a wonderful matter it is to die in the Lord! Our brother has died in the Lord and has fallen asleep through Jesus, Jesus being the instrumentality of His dying; “Blessed the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth”. That does not throw an aspersion or anything negative on those who have died before. The Old Testament saints are also resting from their labours. 

Samuel rebuked Saul for disturbing him (“Why hast thou disquieted me?”, 1 Samuel 28: 15). 

But it brings out the uniqueness of the present dispensation of the kingdom of God and of persons who are dying from this point, who, as the scripture says, “die in the Lord”. So we would not seek to have our brother back. The Lord could raise him in flesh and blood condition, but He is going to raise him in an incorruptible condition; this mortal must put on immortality (1 Corinthians 15: 53). He is going to do that very soon, and not only to those who have died already; “the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. What a meeting that will be! What does “in the Lord” mean to you? “Blessed the dead who die in the Lord”, and the Spirit answering confirms that. “Yea, saith the Spirit”. Divine Persons are speaking. 

The Lord has spoken in taking our brother, and he has heard a voice out of heaven. John hears a voice out of heaven and that is what we want to hear today. We might have a eulogy; we could all praise our brother; but these are definite remarks out of heaven; one class of people is spoken about and then another class, the saints, and we might say that our brother followed the Lamb. He was with the truth, he was regulated by the truth, he was guided by the truth. I remember him when he was first married. 

I could see, as a young person myself, that here was a man committed to the Lord’s interests and identified with them. Now this is a comment of the Spirit, “their works follow with them”. What a wonderful matter to have something following in that way. “God is not unrighteous to forget your work”, it says (Hebrews 6: 10), and so what our brother has done in the body will not be forgotten; he will receive the things done in the body. How wonderful that is! How blessed it is! Now it is blessed for us too, as this book says, to hear and read. So we are hearing today and reading and let us be conscious of being blessed today and encouraged in relation to what is in the Lord, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 14:9-13 (JND) [9] And another, a third, angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any one do homage to the beast and its image, and receive a mark upon his forehead or upon his hand, [10] he also shall drink of the wine of the fury of God prepared unmixed in the cup of his wrath, and he shall be tormented in fire and brimstone before the holy angels and before the Lamb. [11] And the smoke of their torment goes up to ages of ages, and they have no respite day and night who do homage to the beast and to its image, and if any one receive the mark of its name. [12] Here is the endurance of the saints, who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. [13] And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in [the] Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Hebrews 10:36 (JND) [36] For ye have need of endurance in order that, having done the will of God, ye may receive the promise.

Revelation 13:17 (JND) [17] and that no one should be able to buy or sell save he that had the mark, the name of the beast, or the number of its name.

1 Samuel 28:15 (JND) [15] And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul said, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answers me no more, neither by prophets nor by dreams; therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known to me what I shall do.

1 Corinthians 15:53 (JND) [53] For this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Hebrews 6:10 (JND) [10] For God [is] not unrighteous to forget your work, and the love which ye have shewn to his name, having ministered to the saints, and [still] ministering.



OVERCOMERS

K. Pye 

Hebrews 2: 14, 15; John 14: 23 

I would like to say something relating to overcomers. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself overcame. He overcame everything that stood in the way. That is why I read in Hebrews 2 because it says there that He annulled him who has the might of death; He overcame him. He says in another passage, “I have overcome the world”, John 16: 33. He overcame it. It gives us an example, you know. 

We learn by example, and what greater example could we have than the example of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

He annulled death (2 Timothy 1: 10), that is, as if it did not exist. You say, Well, we are here in the face of death, but, you know, our brother has fallen asleep through Jesus. He loves to take persons who love Him to be with Himself; that is what Jesus does; He takes those who are His own, He takes them to be with Himself. How great is the work that He has done! He has overcome him who has the might of death, He has annulled him. 

You can go back to the types and think of David. He went up before Goliath who was there in all his strength. You look out in the world and things seem so strong, seem so powerful, seem as if you cannot stand up to them. The whole of the armies of Israel were trembling, but you know David went up there and he was able to say that he came in the name of Jehovah of hosts (1 Samuel 17: 45). That is where his strength was. Oh how good it is to go forward in that strength! The name of Jehovah, it says, is a strong tower—the righteous runneth into it, and is safe (Proverbs 18: 10). That is where we want to be, in that character, in that attitude. 

David went forward and he slew Goliath, he overcame him. That is what Jesus has done. He has overcome that enemy, overcome him completely; He has annulled death. That whole thing is as though it did not exist. Jesus went into death, He went in there alone. Oh, what it meant for Him that He should die alone! 

But then He came out of death. Why? because He had overcome him that had the might of death. That is what Jesus did. So death is annulled. You know, our brother is safe. We sometimes sing, ‘Safe in the arms of Jesus’. That is where he is, safe; he is safe because he is with the One 

he knew and the One he loved. Is that our position? Is that where we all are? Do we know the great Overcomer, the One who overcame everything? How much it meant for Him! When He walked in this scene here men despised Him, men rejected Him; that is what they did with the Saviour. Oh come to know Him; come to know the One who overcame; He annulled him who has the might of death. Why? that He might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage. Well, are you frightened of death? 

Our brother was not frightened of death. Why? because he knew what was on the other side and he knew the One who had annulled him who has the might of death. You know, he was able to overcome. Are you an overcomer? Are you still frightened of death? Through the whole of your life are you still subject to bondage, under the devil’s control? Oh do not be like that! Come under the control of the great Overcomer, the One who annulled death. Our brother had a firm link with that One; there is no doubt about that; his link with the Saviour was true. Would that every one of us was like that. 

I read in John’s gospel because overcomers are needed in the day of recovery, the days in which we are. Even in the dark ages God had His answer in overcomers. You say, What is an overcomer? An overcomer is a person who loves Jesus. He says, “If any one love me”. 

Overcomers are made out of lovers, lovers of the great Overcomer. Well, are you a lover of His? Are you able to overcome? “If any one love me”. You say, I love Jesus; He says, “If any one love me, he will keep my word”. Are we keeping His word? Oh, you say, there are so many obstacles. That is why you need to be an overcomer. I feel there were times when our brother was available when he was not physically able. He was an overcomer. Why did he overcome? because of his love for the Saviour. Well, what is your love for the Saviour? How are your links with the living Lord? Can you go through in triumph because you have a living link with that blessed One who has overcome everything, so that you can be an overcomer? 

Well, “If any one love me”. How great is our love for Him? It is a challenge to every one of us. I feel it myself. You know, the least little thing and we say, Oh, I will just stay home tonight. It is very easy—I know it myself. I will stay at home tonight because I am tired and have had a busy day. Oh, be an overcomer! Love for Jesus would bring you into the area where He is loved, the area where He is adored, and then I think you will find that everything else fades into insignificance. You get a lift up as you come together with the brethren. Why? because you have a common link, a common bond, with the Saviour, the great Overcomer. 

This is the promise—He says, “My Father will love him”. That is the promise to the overcomer, if you like. You can read in Revelation and there are a lot of promises to the overcomer there in the assemblies, great promises—“to him will I give”, “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God”; ‘those are among the promises to the overcomer. Well, surely we want to be in the gain of it. He says, “my Father will love him, and we will come to him”. Have you some sense of that, some experience of that? Our brother, I think, had that; he had some sense, some experience of it—“we will come to him, and make our abode with him”. That is the portion of the overcomer. Are we going to be walking in the gain of that? It is needed in days of recovery. The thing that is needed greatly is overcomers, and overcomers are made out of lovers. May we be found more in this attitude, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

John 14:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

1 Samuel 17:45 (JND) [45] And David said to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with sword, and with spear, and with javelin; but I come to thee in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.

Proverbs 18:10 (JND) [10] The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.



THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Matthew 28: 20 (last sentence); Mark 14: 7 (last phrase); John 12: 8 (last phrase) One is touched, beloved, to say a word as to the presence of the Lord. I believe the Lord would speak to our hearts as to the value of His presence. It is interesting to note that at the close of Matthew’s gospel, as a Man in resurrection life, the Lord Jesus says to His own as about to leave them, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”. We are still in that age; that age that the Lord spoke about here is the dispensation of divine grace. We are in that time when the Lord in His love is appealing, I believe, and we sense it at this time, to every one of our hearts that we should value His presence in a way that we have never valued it before. Our beloved brother is now with Christ, as the scripture says, “Absent from the body and present with the Lord”, 2 Corinthians 5: 8. Oh the value of His presence eternally! 

How we just await the moment when the Lord will call His own to be with Him; then we shall be with Him eternally. 

But as the Lord was about to depart from the scene He assured to His own the value of His presence, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”. Hence we would enquire in our hearts, How do I know His presence? How will I be assured of His presence? I believe our brother’s touch as to John 14 and keeping His word shows that the assurance and the consciousness of the Lord’s presence now in the time of His absence is known and proved by those who value His word, the word of the Christ. We are exhorted, “Let the 

word of the Christ dwell in you richly”, Colossians 3: 16. We would enquire in our hearts, Does the word of the Lord Jesus Christ dwell in us richly? Have I made way for it? Has it directed my steps? Has it governed me in my ways, my household, my movements with precious persons who value the movements of Christ in the testimony? It just searches our hearts. 

One has been impressed by these touches in Mark 14 and in John 12, as well as in Matthew 26: 11, which we did not read, where the Lord Jesus says, “but me ye have not always”. It tests our hearts, How will I do in His absence? What does it mean that in the end of Matthew He says, I will be with you, but then, “me ye have not always”? One just feels the impress of it, beloved, that we need to value the Lord Jesus more and we need to value one another more. We have to think of it in relation to a beloved one departed; one has been taken from us, but, the Lord is to make up the void. The Lord is near; He would prove Himself near to our beloved brother’s widow, and He would prove Himself near to his children and to those that were near to him, and to the beloved saints, and to anyone who is ready to allow the Lord way in his heart. I believe the Lord would prove Himself near to us now. 

In these sections in both Mark and John there is something proceeding that brings about this expression of love for Jesus. There is the pouring out of a broken flask; having an alabaster flask she broke it. It was a woman who came into Simon the leper’s home in Mark and she had this vessel of ointment and she broke it, and it says in verse 3, “She poured it out upon his head”, (Mark 14: 3). And then in John 12, verse 3, “Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour 

of the ointment”. This act of love brought out feelings of resentment, and so it has been through the years in the sorrows of the testimony; persons moving on in faithful love for Christ have brought out these feelings of resentment. Oh that the Lord would work in all our hearts that we may value His presence amongst His people and be concerned to provide what would be for the pleasure of Christ, to value His headship and to value His pathway in faithful love to His God and Father. Let us value those thoughts, beloved. The headship of Jesus is valued in Mark; she poured it upon His head. The footsteps, the faithfulness of the walk, of Jesus are in mind in John, where it says she “anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. 

I believe that at the present time the preciousness of the presence of Jesus is known in simplicity and in love among lovers of Jesus. Let us commit our hearts, beloved, to the Lord Jesus Christ, to value His word, as our brother has said, and to prove the Father coming and the Lord coming; “We will come to him and make our abode with him”, John 14: 23. That promise is to you personally and is to us as together. May we value it increasingly; may we make way for it in our gatherings as submitting ourselves to the headship of Christ and valuing His movements in His pathway here, the way He went in love to Calvary’s cross of shame and woe where He provided a way for our salvation. Oh, the love of Jesus! what it is, as the hymn says, none but His loved ones know. May we be among His loved ones; let us commit ourselves to Jesus, prove the value of His presence, and be contributive to it collectively. As our brother was just saying, let us not be hindered from being at our gatherings. There is what you can enjoy yourself in the presence of Jesus, but then there is what you can 

enjoy as being a contributor to His presence known among His people as convened. May we be contributors to it. I believe we shall as we value the words of Jesus. Our beloved brother valued the words of Jesus. We would value the word of the Lord Jesus Christ and commit ourselves, I believe, afresh in view of going forward in the testimony until the completion of the age, when the Lord will come, and to the word in Revelation that we have had as to the endurance of the saints. May we be encouraged to endure to the end and prove the salvation of the Lord, and may we be contributors to His presence as known among His people, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. A. Macdonald, Brooklyn, N.Y.
12 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Mark 14:7 (JND) [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always.

John 12:8 (JND) [8] for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always.

2 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Colossians 3:16 (JND) [16] Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Matthew 26:11 (JND) [11] For ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always.

Mark 14:3 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head.

John 12:3 (JND) [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

John 14:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.



“THOU ART MINE”

P. Buchan 

Isaiah 43: 1–3 

I thought we might continue to speak of the activities of our Lord and Saviour because this occasion is one when His love is exceedingly precious. The Lord Jesus would take advantage of a moment when hearts are tender to bring in a communication of His love and to comfort us, because there is no one who can comfort like Jesus. Of course, we also have the comfort of the Holy Spirit—what a Comforter He is!—and there is as well the comfort of the Father. 

The Scriptures abound with references to the activities of the Trinity in love towards those who are the objects of divine love. I wonder if there is anyone here who has never known that love; it is an opportunity now for you to experience something of divine love in activity towards those who are its objects. 

I thought that these precious words that the prophet utters may serve to afford an added touch of comfort to our hearts. He says, “But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel”. It is a direct word; God Himself is speaking. You can see that God was taking great care over someone who had been created, and not only created but formed. As we have looked at our dear brother we have seen formation being accomplished, a formation that is of God. Do you know what that formation is? It is conformity to the image of God’s Son. 

Next we have this beautiful touch; He says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed thee”. What a word that is! I would say that to every sorrowing heart here, “Fear not”. Then He adds, “I have called thee by thy name”. He called our dear brother. I do not doubt at all that he heard that voice; he knew it, and could answer to it too; he knew when he was going to be taken. It is most touching that he knew that; and why was it so? Because he heard the call! Soon we are all going to hear the call, and, beloved, it is an individual touch—“I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine”. I wonder if there is anyone here of whom that cannot be said, 

“Thou art mine”. I remember one who had turned out of the pathway saying that that word never left her; she clung to it and it brought her back to the Saviour. How precious it is to return; there is no change with the Saviour. His love is always the same. So Jehovah says here, “Thou art mine”, and He adds, “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee”, and I would say to every sorrowing heart here, that is the word for today, and for the days that still lie ahead. 

In the testings of the pathway, when passing through the fire and the water, or whatever it may be, you will find there is One who is very near and who will say, “I will be with thee”, and, beloved, He will be with you to the end of the journey. Such is the love of Jesus. 

May our hearts be freshly comforted today by the One who Himself has been into death, the One who could say to John, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one—and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 17, 18. There is no one like Jesus; He is living; He has actually been into death and has vanquished its power, and we gather here this afternoon with a triumphant note in our hearts because of the victory that He has won. 

Word at the burial of Mr. George Coull, Aberdeen
10 January 1984




Scripture references

Isaiah 43:1-3 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine. [2] When thou passest through the waters, I [will be] with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. [3] For I [am] Jehovah thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.



MUSINGS





INWARD TREASURE It was, so far as I could see, just an ordinary stone which was handed to me, rounded and grey coloured. Then my host put it in a press. It cracked neatly into halves and I saw that it had a hollow centre the surfaces of which were covered with a mass of attractive white and cream coloured crystals which my knowledgeable host identified as quartz, calcite, etc. 

“We have this treasure in earthen vessels”, says Paul (2 Corinthians 4: 7). Outwardly the believer may look very ordinary, but let us think of what the Holy Spirit is producing within, those fine and precious gems of divine formation according to Christ. When Jesus was here men despised His 

outward appearance (see Isaiah 53: 4), but who can tell the preciousness of what He was in His motives and affections. His devotion to the Father’s will. 

With what zeal does the Holy Spirit devote Himself to some corresponding formation in the saints! Communion, meditation, ministry, and the pressures of illness, weakness, and sorrow are among the means He uses to further this precious inward work. May we be submissive to Him so that it may proceed quickly. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Isaiah 53:4 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.



EXTRACTS

Nothing appears to me more pitiful than this unbelief, which pretends that there is nothing in the moral and intellectual sphere beyond the thoughts of man, and which denies man’s capacity to receive light from a more exalted mind—the only thing that raises man above himself, while at the same time rendering him morally excellent, by making him humble through the sense of superiority in another. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ on Joshua 1) 

There is a portion for the Jew, but that portion is cherished in the church, because the church is in the light of Christ. The church knows that their portion hereafter is secured, and cherishes it; and that accounts for the names of the twelve tribes being inscribed on the gates of the heavenly city. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.99) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Scripture references

Joshua 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' attendant, saying, [2] Moses my servant is dead; and now, rise up, go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, into the land which I give unto them, to the children of Israel. [3] Every place whereon the sole of your foot shall tread have I given to you, as I said unto Moses. …
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