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PAUL AND HIS HELPERS


Romans 16:1-6

At the end of this letter to the saints in Rome, in which the gospel is so fully and faithfully expounded, there is this list of twenty-eight named persons.  It indicates that the teaching in the letter was not to be viewed merely as theoretical, but to be known by those who were exponents of it.  I think that these persons were exponents, in their measure, of Paul’s teaching to the Romans.  Who could have set out the gospel in the way in which Paul did in this letter?  They were his glad tidings, they had been given to him, but there were persons who were in the gain of them, who set out features of the truth of the gospel.  It had been worked out experimentally in the souls of believers.  The work of God is to be seen, and it was known substantially in persons.  I had thought of this in view of our sister who was buried yesterday, because there was a substantial reality about the work of God in our sister which was known over many years.

This dispensation is the dispensation of God which is in faith (1 Tim.1:4), and we cannot see what is spiritual without having faith.  The Holy Spirit has been given to believers to support us as we exercise faith.  It is remarkable that the effect of the work of God in persons can be seen, even by some who do not have faith.  It can be seen, even by persons in whom there is no faith, that there is something in believers that is different, substantial, real.  Although only persons with faith can understand and appreciate divine things, spiritual things, nevertheless there should be something so solid and substantial about the work of God in believers that it can be taken account of.  That is a victory over the world, that there are persons who are different to others as having something solid in them; they have solid convictions.  What they know, they hold firmly. There is something fine about that.

I wondered about this reference to Phœbe: “she also has been a helper of many, and of myself”, then Paul goes on to refer to Prisca and Aquila, “who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not I only am thankful”.  We know that the assembly is not mentioned as such in this epistle until this chapter, but these references show that the Roman assembly would be in keeping with all the other assemblies, and going along with them.

Well, Phœbe had been a helper of many, and Paul adds, “and of myself”.  I have no doubt that Phœbe would have had Paul in her house, served him in hospitality and ministered to him in other ways.  Paul is spoken of in a particular way in Scripture.  He was an elect vessel, and he was the only person of whom it is said that he had a company: “Paul and his company”, Acts 13:13.  He says in Philippians, “as you have us for a model”, Phil.3:17.  Paul was a model and he refers here to Phœbe being a helper “of myself”.  I think that these things are given to us in Scripture as a stimulus, that we may desire to be characteristically as of Paul’s company.  This cannot be claimed collectively in a broken day, but that does not in any way detract from the need to be with Christ and following Christ, because Paul would never in any sense set himself up as a rival to Christ, and if believers are following Christ they would in principle be in Paul’s company.  His desire was that he would present every man perfect in Christ (Col.1:28), and the assembly as “a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor.11:2) but it is a stimulus, an encouragement and an exercise that each of us may desire to be, in principle, one of Paul’s company.  Believers can desire in some measure to be models, as Paul was a model, and to be in keeping with his teaching, and in that way be in the good of the great truths that were opened up by Paul, so that these truths might be maintained, and that we might help each other in the understanding of them, and in what it means to belong in that way to Paul’s company.

I trust that this scripture bears the application, dear brethren.  No doubt Phœbe had helped Paul in a practical way herself, and Paul appreciated that.  Then there is what is to be continued – the need to appreciate and be maintained in the greatness of all that Paul brought out in regard to Christ and the assembly, and in view of the heart of Christ being satisfied with what He finds in the assembly as a chaste vessel for Himself.  There is so little of it abroad, this desire that in everything Christ should be magnified, and that what is of Christ should be maintained.  I think that believers who characteristically desire in every way to maintain the truth which Paul ministered belong in principle to Paul’s company.  

What references we get here!  Every one of these persons gets a reference.  Prisca and Aquila are given an especially grateful reference: “who for my life staked their own neck”, and all the assemblies of the nations were thankful to them.  Epænetus was the first-fruits of Asia for Christ; he was the first to come out of Asia, and it would seem that some sample of what was going to be for God from the whole of Asia was seen firstly in him.  The first-fruits speak of the sample of the full fruit that was to follow in that area.  Maria had laboured much, and Paul speaks well of others.  Some were in Christ before Paul; he would give everyone the dignity of their place in the assembly.  The Lord does that; I felt that He did it yesterday in the burial of our sister.  She did not have a prominent place among those with whom she walked, but she had a supportive place in the testimony.  She was a tremendous support to the local company in the place, and to her husband in his ministry, and a support to the testimony.  I think that she shone in that place, and that is a part that we can play, to commit ourselves to the testimony.  The Lord determines what our part and place in the testimony is, and our part is to shine in the place which we are given.  These persons all shone.  Paul points out their  part in the testimony where they were as being exponents of the gospel, and their part was to commit themselves to that wholly, to shine in the place that the Lord had given them, and to support all the teaching that Paul had brought out.

I feel the exercise of these things, to appreciate the great truths that Paul brought out, to see where we stand in relation to them, and as to whether we are among those who are helping.  Phœbe is not given a great formal title but Paul calls her “a helper”.  We are to do whatever we can do to promote, succour and help the saints in support of this great ministry that has come out through Paul.

May we be exercised and encouraged by these things, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Glasgow

3 March 2020

 

 

Neil C McKay

 

 

 


Scripture references

Romans 16:1-6 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,) [5] and the assembly at their house. Salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is [the] first-fruits of Asia for Christ. [6] Salute Maria, who laboured much for you.

1 Timothy 1:4 (JND) [4] nor to turn their minds to fables and interminable genealogies, which bring questionings rather than [further] God's dispensation, which [is] in faith.

Acts 13:13 (JND) [13] And having sailed from Paphos, Paul and his company came to Perga of Pamphylia; and John separated from them and returned to Jerusalem.

Philippians 3:17 (JND) [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model;

Colossians 1:28 (JND) [28] whom *we* announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.



THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE


1 Timothy 1:1;  Hebrews 6:18 (from ‘might have’),19, 11;  Ephesians 1:18

All these scriptures include the word “hope”, and I was encouraged as to the simple thought I have in relation to hope when our brother gave out Hymn 213 before the reading:

‘In hope we lift our wishful, longing eyes’.

We read during the week in Job, “My days are swifter  than a weaver’s shuttle, and are spent without hope”, Job 7:6.  When you are weaving cloth, the weaver’s shuttle is the part of the loom that flies from side to side, hence Job says, “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle” and then he goes on, “and are spent without hope”, Job 7:6.  That is a depressing thing to have to say, but in chapter 11, although it is not Job who is speaking, it says “And thou shalt have confidence, because there shall be hope” (v.18).  

There is not a lot of hope in the world.  Hope in the world and in relation to people’s affairs usually refers to something that may take place, but nobody is really sure if it will or not; they cannot give you any assurance in relation to it.  Or we might hope that we may go on holiday, or hope for a present on our birthday, but these things are not certain; they may come to pass or they may not.  Why is hope in relation to this world’s things like that?  Why is it uncertain?  The simple answer is because the world’s hopes depend on fallen man.  Hope in the world has no foundation or stability; it was flawed from the very beginning.

‘No hope hath man, deceived and far from God,

   Guilty and lost, exposed to judgment’s rod’      (Hymn 275).

That hymn would be depressing if it only had that one verse, but God does not leave us there.  No, the third verse of that hymn says:

‘Forgiveness now is preached through Him who died’.

That is the answer to the hopelessness of man.  Hymn 423 says:

‘If it’s the hopeless case Thou lov’st to meet,

   If it’s a sinner Thou dost run to greet’.

We are all hopeless cases, we are all lost and undone by sin, but the glad tidings gives us real hope, a hope that never fails.  We are told why in chapter 4 of this epistle where it says “for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God” (v.10).  That is the hope of the glad tidings; we preach hope in a living God “who is the preserver of all men, specially of those that believe”.

Peter speaks in his epistle of how God “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”, 1 Pet.1:3.  That is the basis of the believer’s hope.  Christ’s work included His death on the cross in relation to my sins: “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree” (1 Pet.2:24), and then He was placed in a tomb.  His going into the grave signifies His taking away completely of the first order of man from the sight of God.  Then He was raised.  What a work Christ accomplished; God “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.  Christ has been “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  That is why believers can have a hope in a living Man.  Not a hope, speaking carefully, in Christ who was in the grave, but our hope is in One who is out of death, having conquered its power.  For those who believe, He has undone the works of the devil, having completely satisfied God in relation to my sinful state and my sins.  So there is now a basis laid for God to come out in blessing towards me, there is now a righteous basis laid in the finished work of Christ.  And if you believe in Him and His precious work, all of God’s thoughts of blessing, through all that Jesus has done, can be experienced by you and be your living hope.

The work that Christ has accomplished is so complete that what is in God’s mind for me in blessing  can be realised now.  Man might have a hope in something on earth here but what authority is there for that hope?  Our hope as believers is founded on Christ, on a work that is complete, on His precious blood which has been shed and, as we know from John’s epistle, which cleanses us from every sin: “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  God 

is righteous to forgive me my sins because of the work of Christ.  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins”.  That is the result of repentance.  If you are a repenting sinner, God is “faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 1 John 1:9.  My “righteousnesses are as filthy rags”, Isa.64:6.  It is when we feel a sense of our need that God comes in, as proved by the jailor in Acts where he called out, “Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?”, Acts 16:30.  He felt a sense of need, he was about to kill himself and the answer was “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved” (v.31).  How simple the gospel is.  It is not a complicated message, it is not a message that demands great deeds from us, it is a simple message that appeals that we come to terms with our sinful state:

‘Repentance only, God requires from man,

  And faith in Christ, His well-beloved Son’ (Hymn 123).

You cannot come to God in any other way except through Christ.  Through the sufferings of Christ, what a way has been opened for us to approach God.  We spoke in the reading about the man in John 9 coming to know the Lord Jesus as his own Saviour, and ultimately having to do with Jesus as the Son of God.  A reference was made to Paul when he went out to preach, that “straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that he is the Son of God”, Acts 9:20.  That is who we have to deal with in the glad tidings; we have to deal with God Himself and the provision by God Himself of a Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

I came across a lovely reference recently in Hosea 2: “And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope” (v.15).  It reminded me of the scripture we had before us recently during the week which says, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared” (Tit.2:11); it is like a door of hope.  The answer for the hopeless case of man that we sing about in Hymn 423 is in the glad tidings, it is in this door of hope, because “the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”.  What grace!  You think of people’s hopelessness.  What little hope they have, hoping for something to miraculously appear and solve all of their problems.  But the hope has appeared.  Christ is our hope as we sometimes sing:

‘Hope of our hearts, O Lord, art Thou’      (Hymn 215).

What a hope He is!  Do we all have Him as our hope?  Young ones particularly, but all of us, myself included – do I hope in a living God?  Do I have a living Christ as my hope?  We can say in the glad tidings that the door of hope remains open.  There is a day coming when we will have to do with God, when the door of hope in relation to eternal salvation will be closed.  In the parable of the ten virgins, they all slept.  Five who were prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches; five who were foolish did not and their oil ran out.  When they returned from buying more oil, they found that the bridegroom had come, and the five foolish virgins found the door was shut.  The bridegroom said, “I do not know you”, Matt.25:12.  What a sobering moment that will be, an irreversible moment.  But the door of hope in the glad tidings is open now.  

Acts 27 speaks of a shipwreck, and Luke writes that at one point “all hope of our being saved was taken away” (v.20).  What that must have felt like!  In the middle of that storm beating down on them, the ship was breaking up.  Everything that could have been flung out of the ship had been, and they felt that all hope of their being saved was taken away.  But they did not perish; that scripture tells us that they all, two hundred and seventy six souls, got safe to land.  Not one of them perished; the door of hope stayed open.  

Have you found this hope?  It is Christ!  This first scripture says, “Christ Jesus our hope”.  Thank God I can say that I have found Christ as my hope.  When I had no one else to turn to, Christ met me in all my need.  He loves to meet the ‘hopeless case’!

The scripture in Hebrews 6 speaks of those “who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us, which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm”.  I thought that hope brings in stability; “both secure and firm”.  We all know what an anchor does.  When a ship needs to remain in one place and not be pulled about by tides and currents, the anchor goes down and holds the ship secure and firm.  Come to Christ!  He can be your anchor if you will have Him!  We can say that the anchor is Christ and His finished work, and we can rest assured that if we put our faith in Him and His precious work, He will hold us both secure and firm.  Hymn 176 speaks of those trials and storms:

‘What though storms may rage against us?’. 

We will be held firm in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus as our Saviour.  There are some here who have been through far more trials than me, and they have found for themselves that the Lord Jesus has held them secure and firm.  We could say that, in whatever trials we have been through, there would not have been anything to hold onto if we had not had Christ.  He is the only means of our salvation, our only hope; He is our Rock,.  It says “that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day” (Phil.1:6): it will be complete, He will never let us go.  I remember a brother saying in a preaching, ‘Christ will go a long way in order to secure you for Himself, and if He secures you for blessing, will never let you go’.  It is such a comfort to know that Christ will never leave us.  If you have put your faith in Christ and in His finished work, however simple your love for Him may be, Christ will never let you down.  We can testify to that; many persons can testify to the experience that having their trust in the Lord Jesus is an anchor to the soul.  The soul is the most inward part of a person, the very being, and Christ holds it both secure and firm.  Well, I trust that each one of us here has this hope, and in having the hope, you know that you are held by Him, secure and firm.  

Verse 11 speaks about “the full assurance of hope”.  Hope endures.  1 Corinthians tells us that love endures all things (chap.13:7) but Paul also speaks there as to hope.  It does endure.  As we have our hope in the Lord Jesus and in His finished work, not only are we held secure and firm but we are held in the knowledge that the hope that we have will endure.  People may have their hopes in certain persons today to achieve great things.  We might have hope that scientists will develop vaccines to combat viruses, although it is all given of God, but what about the next crisis that may take place?  Who do we have hope in then?  What happens then?  There is no such doubt with the Lord Jesus.  You do not need to turn to anyone else.  Once you have your hope in Christ, you do not need hope in anyone else.  Turn to Christ and you will find that He is your hope.  Isaiah 33 says “he shall be the stability of thy times” (v.6), and that hope endures, it goes on to the end.  We do not need to change our hope from one party to another party and hope for better things.  We can have our hope in Christ; He has the answer to your need.  In John 9, there was a man born blind – blind all his life.  It does not say how old he was or how long he had been blind for; we can view that as a picture of sin in the flesh – the effects of sin and how it has been the result of man’s fall.  God has the answer, Christ’s work is the answer to sin.  He bore the penalty of sin; it says “For the wages of sin is death”, Rom 6:23.  I can say that He died for my sins; I should have been condemned but the hymn writer says: 

‘In our place condemned He stood’      (Hymn 426).

Christ was the One who was condemned: “For the wages of sin is death”.  Christ had to die because my sins were put on Him at the cross.  How sobering it is to contemplate One who was perfect in His life, perfect in His thoughts, perfect in His footsteps, perfect in all that He said.  

Then what a hope the believer has of being with Christ.  What a joy we have now in knowing the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour.  In a coming day, our hope will be realised because we will be with Jesus Himself.  Hymn 213 says: 

‘How will our eyes to see His face delight,

   Whose love has cheered us through the darksome night!

How will our ears drink in His well-known voice,

   Whose faintest whisper makes our souls rejoice’.

What a moment that will be when we see Jesus face to face!  The One who hung there on the cross, the One who gave me a hope, the One who is my hope – I will see Him face to face.  What a prospect!  It also says in that hymn: 

‘What but one loud eternal burst of praise!’.

The whole of eternity will ring with thanksgiving to Christ for everything that He has done for myriads of His own in removing their sins and giving them a hope, a hope that can never be taken away.  We have a living hope; that is the key.  Man’s hope is founded on what is dead, but the believer’s hope is founded on what is living.  

In the last scripture that we read in the epistle to the Ephesians, it speaks of our calling; “so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling”.  I trust that we are all conscious of being called.  We are called to repentance, called to eternal life; all these things enter  into what the hope of the believer is.  Not only will our hope give us stability, not only will our hope endure because it is founded on the work of Christ, but we are 

exhorted to know what is the hope of our calling.  What does that mean to me?  I can say simply that the hope of my calling is that I will in a soon-coming day be with my Saviour where He is.  What a prospect to be with Christ!  It speaks of “being with Christ, for it is very much better”, Phil.1:23.  In that day, the call will go out and those who have put their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus and His finished work will be caught up to be with Him in the air.  What a moment that will be!  The “dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain” – that is all believers alive when He comes – “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air”, 1 Thess.4:16.  What a moment that will be!  

These were my simple thoughts.  We have a hope that is far beyond anything here on earth because it is founded, not on anything that mankind has done, but on what Christ has done, on what God has done through Christ.  It is stable and it endures.  Do not miss out on it, do not put off for a moment the decision to accept Jesus as your Saviour.  If you do not yet know Jesus as your personal Saviour, do not go out of this room without trusting in Jesus as your living hope.  May God bless the word, for His name’s sake.

Preaching at Maidstone 

31 January 2021

 

David H Bailey

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ, according to [the] command of God our Saviour, and of Christ Jesus our hope,

Hebrews 6:18 (JND) [18] that by two unchangeable things, in which [it was] impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us,

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Job 7:6 (JND) [6] My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope.

Job 7:6 (JND) [6] My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope.

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;

Acts 16:30 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Acts 9:20 (JND) [20] And straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that *he* is the Son of God.

Hosea 2 (JND) [1] Say unto your brethren Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. [2] Plead with your mother, plead; for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: and let her put away her whoredoms from her face, and her adulteries from between her breasts; [3] lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her as a dry land, and slay her with thirst. …

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

Matthew 25:12 (JND) [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you.

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Hebrews 6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, [2] of [the] doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of [the] dead, and of eternal judgment; [3] and this will we do if God permit. …

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

Isaiah 33 (JND) [1] Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and that dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; when thou shalt make an end of dealing treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee. [2] Jehovah, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be their arm every morning, yea, our salvation in the time of trouble. [3] At the noise of the tumult the peoples fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;



HANDS AND FEET


Genesis 41:44;  Psalm 22:16;  John 11:44;

Psalm 134:1-3

These very different scriptures came before me recently.  We read in John 11 in the city reading and from Psalm 22 in the preaching, and then in reading at home, I was affected by this reference to the authority that was given to Joseph: “without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt”.  The thought of the hands and the feet was in my mind in reading these scriptures.  

In this passage, Joseph is a type of the Lord Jesus, the One who has the full authority, the right to rule and therefore the right to rule in your life and mine.  God, as typified by Pharoah, would say that the Lord Jesus has authority, even speaking of it in a general way.  But it is not merely in a general way, for Pharaoh specifically said that “without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt”.  That is, of course, a very testing thing for us.  All activity was entirely directed by Joseph, and we must see that that is what is in the divine mind for us: our activity is to be directed by the Lord Jesus, whether hand – what we do – or foot – where we go.  That is what it means for Him to be Lord; He has that right.  There is a reference in Timothy to which the footnote ‘c’ is ‘despot’; we are to be “serviceable to the Master”, 2 Tim.2:21.  The Lord Jesus has a right as despot; He is entitled to that.  He is entitled to it personally; He is God Himself and also, in His distinctiveness in manhood, He is entitled to have us as those who are under His lordship, and in this way to regulate both our hands and feet.  

The thought affected us as we thought of Psalm 22, how this is something that has been shown regarding the Lord Jesus, that in His moral excellence and His grace He has acquired that authority.  We see what men have done: “they pierced my hands and my feet”.  How many ways there were which men could have used for execution, but it was the desire of the leaders of the Jews that He should be crucified.  The brutality of the Romans was such that the way in which the Lord Jesus suffered at the hands of men – suffered in His martyr sufferings1 – entailed that they should pierce His hands and His feet.  Let us think of what that means.

How beautifully those hands had served.  During three and a half years of perfect service, how did Jesus use His hands?  Think of the way in which He touched persons; He stretched out His hand to the leper in a way that no one else could, handled him – handled him freely (Mark 1:41).  Think of the hands of the Lord Jesus as He touched the leper.  Think of the hands of the Lord Jesus as He touched that mud made from His spittle, and anointed the eyes of the blind man (John 9:6).  Think of the hands of the Lord Jesus as He touched the bier on which the dead man was (Luke 7:14), as He took Jairus’ daughter’s hand in His hand (Luke 8:54).  With what perfection He used His hands.  How blessed, how wonderful to the Father, that there was One whose hands were used so perfectly in a scene where the hands of men had been so wicked in all they had done.  Yet here was man’s answer: “they pierced my hands”.

Now think of the feet of the Lord Jesus and the perfection of that pathway; every footstep, every precious footstep under the eye of God, delightful to the eye of God.  He was ready to answer to a call, ready to go with persons.  They would ask Him to go, and He would go.  There was a need – He must needs pass through Samaria, going through there on His feet, so that the need of that woman should be met (John 4).  He was prepared to follow someone – that was Jairus also (Matt.9:19).  Think of the Lord Jesus being prepared to go with someone; His feet would go in the way in which their feet were going, and He would bring in a blessing.  What was the answer of man, what was the answer of the heart of man?  “They pierced my hands and my feet”.  

I think that all this shows that His moral qualification, which is known now in the assembly, will be seen in the world to come, so that no-one’s hand or foot will be lifted up without the authority of the One who has gone this way, gone this way for them.  Of course, the forsaking was needed for us to be brought into blessing, but we think of the reality and the severity of these sufferings of the Lord Jesus, that men should do what they did do to Him, and how the excellence of that quality would come out, so that we should be subject to Him.

But then, when we come to John 11, it is very interesting; we see the glory and the power of the Son of God in raising a man from the dead, the glory that belonged to the Lord Jesus that no one else could compare with.  “Lazarus, come forth”: there was a dead man subject to the voice of such a One.  There was the glory, the majesty of the Lord, “marked out Son of God in power”, Rom.1:4.  But Lazarus “came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes”.  We are often told that in John’s gospel, the Lord tends to do things Himself.  When it comes to finding the ass, He does that Himself (chap.12:14); when it comes to distributing the food, He does that Himself (chap.6:11).  But it is interesting that there is something here which He leaves to others – “Loose him and let him go”.  Here is someone in the benefit and the blessing of resurrection, but the Lord does not do this service to Lazarus; He entrusts it to others,  that Lazarus should be liberated, and become one who lifts his hand or lifts his foot at the command of the Lord Jesus.  I am tested to know what this would mean, how it would operate, but it would be an exercise, it would be a desire, that persons should be at liberty.  There would be a real exercise and desire that persons should not only come to know the Saviour, not only come into life in that way, but should be helped, and at liberty, to put their hands out: perhaps putting their hands to the emblems would be an example.  It would be a test for us where such persons would go, that they would go where it was suitable; they would not be bound by the world and its system or death.  Not of course that there was anything wrong with someone who had died being in the grave, and having these graveclothes upon him.  But Lazarus was now out of the tomb, and the Lord would simply lay it on each one of us to have some exercise about what we could do for liberation, what we could do for persons who should be helped to have that liberty.

Finally, in Psalm 134, we have the culmination of the Songs of degrees.  How blessed they are, how wonderful that there is a reference to the persons in this psalm.  The sanctuary had been set up.  I was thinking that these songs would appear to be for persons going up into the temple.  Some, if not all of them, are designated as being of David.  In providing these psalms, he was anticipating a need.  The temple was not there in his day – it was not there until Solomon’s day – but David was anticipating, he was providing something for persons to take up in these various exercises and movements forward that there are through the Songs of degrees from Psalm 120 onwards.  And they come to this culmination here; there are persons, priestly persons, whose feet are in the house of Jehovah by night; they stand in the house of Jehovah.  They are prepared not only to take that place in service when it is favourable, but all night when it is needed.  We know that in Eli’s day, persons lay in the temple (1 Sam.3:3) which was not according to the divine thought.  But here there is a contrast in persons who have been liberated, we could say in principle, by the Lord Jesus, and they are there, and they are taking their place as lifting up their hands in the sanctuary. It is wonderful to think that they lift up their hands in the sanctuary; there is praise going up to God.  Of course, we know that part of the inauguration of the priesthood was that every priest would have the blood put upon his right ear, and the thumb of his right hand, and on the great toe of his right foot: every one redeemed, every one in the benefit and the blessing of that (Exod.29:20).  I suppose that the ear would remind us of the importance of how we should listen, so that there should, as a result of the listening, be subjection whereby there would be persons who would stand in the right place, and lift up their hands in the sanctuary.  

But not only was there the blood, but there was the oil upon the priest’s right ear, and the thumb of the right hand, and on the great toe of the right foot, signifying the anointing of the Spirit, so that persons could act, as they are depicted in this psalm, in dignity and power in response to God.  It may be that we have recently known a little of unfavourable times in relation to gathering, having to stand by night in the house of God, thinking of the way in which we are not able to gather together as is normal.  Yet how blessed it is that there is still the opportunity by night, we could say, in unfavourable times, to stand in the house of Jehovah, and lift up the hands in the sanctuary and bless Jehovah.  Then the blessing comes from Him: “Jehovah, the maker of heavens and earth, bless thee out of Zion”.  

May we be encouraged by these things, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

11 May 2021

 

 

David C Brown


Scripture references

Genesis 41:44 (JND) [44] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh; and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.

Psalms 22:16 (JND) [16] For dogs have encompassed me; an assembly of evil-doers have surrounded me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

John 11:44 (JND) [44] And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief. Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go.

Psalms 134:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Behold, bless Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, who by night stand in the house of Jehovah. [2] Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless Jehovah. [3] Jehovah, the maker of heavens and earth, bless thee out of Zion.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

2 Timothy 2:21 (JND) [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Mark 1:41 (JND) [41] But Jesus, moved with compassion, having stretched out his hand, touched him, and says to him, I will, be thou cleansed.

John 9:6 (JND) [6] Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes.

Luke 7:14 (JND) [14] and coming up he touched the bier, and the bearers stopped. And he said, Youth, I say to thee, Wake up.

Luke 8:54 (JND) [54] But *he*, having turned them all out and taking hold of her hand, cried saying, Child, arise.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 9:19 (JND) [19] And Jesus rose up and followed him, and [so did] his disciples.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Psalms 134 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Behold, bless Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, who by night stand in the house of Jehovah. [2] Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless Jehovah. [3] Jehovah, the maker of heavens and earth, bless thee out of Zion. …

Psalms 120 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} In my trouble I called unto Jehovah, and he answered me. [2] Jehovah, deliver my soul from the lying lip, from the deceitful tongue. [3] What shall be given unto thee, what shall be added unto thee, thou deceitful tongue? …

1 Samuel 3:3 (JND) [3] and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was,

Exodus 29:20 (JND) [20] and thou shalt slaughter the ram, and take of its blood, and put [it] on the tip of the [right] ear of Aaron, and on the tip of the right ear of his sons, and on the thumb of their right hand, and on the great toe of their right foot; and thou shalt sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.



BEARING BURDENS


Isaiah 53:4-6;  63:8,9;  Galatians 6:2

I have a simple thought, dear brethren, as to bearing and carrying.  We see the Lord as the One who is pre-eminent in this.  In the first scripture read, the prophet refers wonderfully to the Lord Jesus.  Isaiah was given some impression and some insight into His greatness.  Although he did not know Him in fulness, how beautifully he speaks about the Lord when he says “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”.  How well that describes the Lord in His life here.  We can think of Him in His sympathy for many, particularly for those who came to love Him and rely upon Him, but His sympathy for all those that He came across.  He took account of the people that came to Him as those who did not have a shepherd (Mark 6:34), and in that sense He was carrying their sorrows.  How He felt the infirmities of those that He came into contact with.  His compassions and sympathies were expressed.  These are real things!  The Lord was a real Man, He is a real Man and He sympathised with the people among whom He moved, carrying their sorrows in His spirit.  In going towards Jerusalem, He anticipated the judgment that would come on the city, and felt for those who would be involved, who would suffer (Luke 19:41).  

When we as believers read Isaiah 53, and particularly when we go over these verses that we have looked at here, we think of what Jesus bore for us.  I would like to draw attention to this, that as believers we have to be able to say what He bore for me.  Peter says that He “bore our sins in his body on the tree” (1 Pet.2:24).  It is very important for each one of us to be able to say that He bore my sins in His body on the tree.  What bearing that was, what a burden he bore.  We have a hymn (415)that speaks about that:

‘O Lord, what burdens Thou didst bear!’.

What scorn from man, but what judgment from God!  No one was able to bear that burden except Him.  He was the only burden-bearer when it came to the matter of sins, my sins.  I need Him as the only One who could bear that burden.  The burden of the guilt of my sins would crush me and I could not bear it.  But there is One who could, and has done, as it says in chapter 63, “he became their Saviour”.  He looked upon the plight of men and He became their Saviour.  He took up manhood’s form, He came here and was “found in figure as a man” (Phil.2:8), and “in likeness of flesh of sin (Rom.8:3), and was found here in the form of a bondman so that He could bear that burden that no one else could bear.  What a matter that is!  I am sure it would affect the hearts of each one of us.  He was the only One great enough to bear that burden of sins, and He was willing to do so.  His sympathy, and His care and concern, and His love were so great that He put Himself in that position as the bearer of my sins.  May each of us be able to say ‘my sins’.

Then He would have us to be occupied – not with our sins, because He has dealt with them, and what a wonderful matter it is to be able to say that He has dealt with my sins – but with Himself, as the One who is willing and able to bear our sins.  How attractive He becomes as the One of whom the prophet says: “he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”.  The expression conveys understanding and sympathy, and endurance too and nearness.  All these thoughts would come into our minds as marking the Lord Jesus as the One who bore and who carried.  What a wonderful Man He is!  

It says “we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”.  In a time to come, the people of Israel will come to see the truth of this.  The elders of the  people, in their opposition to the Lord Jesus when He was here, thought that He had been stricken and smitten of God for His transgressions.  But Israel will have to come to it that he was wounded for their transgressions and we have to come to that now, that “he was wounded for our transgressions”.  What a blessed period this present time is, the dispensation of grace, when we can speak of this One who is the Son of God being “wounded for our transgressions” and “bruised for our iniquities”.  What peace we have as a result of His chastisement, and what healing as a result of his stripes.  That establishes an unshakeable bond of gratitude, affection and dependence between the believer and the Lord Jesus.  We can say “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, and what has God done?  That sinfulness that we exhibited by doing our own will, that iniquity, He laid it all on the Lord Jesus, the One who did no sin and knew not sin and in whom sin was not (1 John 3:5).  He bore that load.  We have so much to be thankful to Him for.  And we can take account of His deep perfections: it was in the perfection of His sinless manhood that He was able to bear these iniquities of ours.  His sympathy and care for us are perfect, and so is His understanding.  His perfection was seen in its fulness at Calvary.  

He continues to bear our griefs and carry our sorrows now.  How many are the sorrows of His people, but we can share them with the Lord Jesus, we can spread things out before Him as a blessed Man and know that He bears and carries.  The expression conveys something of His nearness to us, in bearing and carrying our burdens.  He lifts the weight and enables us to continue because He is bearing that weight that would otherwise crush us.  I am thinking of the circumstances of life, and the cares and the sorrows that come into the pathway of the believer and the Lord is able for that, He is able to bear.

The scripture that we read in chapter 63 is a very attractive one.  Again, it directly speaks of the Lord’s earthly people, the Jews; He acknowledges them.  “They are indeed my people, children that will not lie; and he became their Saviour”.  That was partially fulfilled in the way that the Lord identified Himself with the people of Israel in their history: in the journey through the wilderness.  It says, “for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them: (now the rock was the Christ;)”, 1 Cor.10:4.  It will be actually fulfilled in a day to come when the remnant of the nation will turn to Him and He will become their Saviour.  What a wonderful matter that will be – what a scope the Lord’s carrying and bearing has.  It goes on to say that “in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bore them and carried them all the days of old”.  We can again apply that to ourselves: the Lord’s love and His pity enters into His bearing and carrying.  I thought that we might take from these two verses that we read, the blessedness of being among those who the Lord carries and bears.  The Lord carries and bears certain things as regards humanity as a whole, but only believers in Him have the real, practical experience of the Lord as the One who bears and carries us all the days.  I do not think a person who has never come to know Christ could speak about Him bearing and carrying them.  If they could speak of Him thus they would believe in Him.  But I trust all here are believers in that blessed Man, so that we know something of His blessed service in bearing and carrying us.  There is a particular blessing in sharing that experience with others who appreciate Him in the same way.  There is something that is worked out collectively in souls who know the Lord’s bearing and carrying service, and who gladly depend on Him and love Him.  They share that with one another as having their attention and affection focused on Him, and that is a very blessed matter.  It is not available in the company of the world, but it is available in the Christian circle where the blessed One who bears and who carries is appreciated.  

He is the perfect example for us all in His blessed manhood; He is to be our Model and that means we follow in His steps.  Peter speaks about following in the steps of the One who bore our sins (1 Pet.2:21).  Not that we can bear sins; He is the only One who can do that.  But He is to be the Model for us in our pathway and that relates to the remark in Galatians; “Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ”.  That is a feature that is to mark believers; it should be something that is characteristic of us.  We are able to place our own burdens before the Lord, and thus know something of His carrying things for us.  We can also carry burdens for one another.  What does that mean?  It would include sympathy for one another, and the capacity to express that in a sincere way, and it would also include the important matter of prayer.  We bear up one another’s burdens before the One who is able for them.  We might not feel able for one another’s burdens but we can pray about them to the Lord.  It is part of the fabric of Christianity, of the Christian life, that we pray for one another in an intelligent and sympathetic way.  The Lord loves to listen to and to answer prayers of that kind.  When the apostle writes: “Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ”, it means that we work out the principles that the Lord has set out for us as an example for us in supporting, comforting and sympathising with one another.  

May these few thoughts be for our encouragement, for His name’s sake.  

Word in a meeting for ministry, Linlithgow

3 June 2021

 

 

Alistair M Brown


Scripture references

Isaiah 53:4-6 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 63:8-9 (JND) [8] And he said, They are indeed my people, children that will not lie; and he became their Saviour. [9] In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the Angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bore them and carried them all the days of old.

Galatians 6:2 (JND) [2] Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ.

Mark 6:34 (JND) [34] And on leaving [the ship] [Jesus] saw a great crowd, and he was moved with compassion for them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.

Luke 19:41 (JND) [41] And as he drew near, seeing the city, he wept over it,

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:



GO ON!


If the Saviour’s won your heart

And for heav’n you’ve made a start,

Keep your eye upon the chart.

And – go on!

Buy the truth and sell it not,

Hold for God the bit you’ve got,

Be content whate’er your lot,

And – go on!

Feed on Christ, the living bread,

Drink of Him, the fountain head,

Think of why His blood was shed,

And – go on!

Bear in mind that what you know,

Proves its worth by what you show;

Let your life be all aglow,

And – go on!

Soon each act will meet the light,

Then we’ll value things aright;

Ever keep that day in sight,

And – go on!

Never from your purpose turn,

Though of any glad to learn,

Walk with Jesus, then you’ll burn,

And – go on!

Go on! Go on! there’s all eternity to rest in,

And far too few are on the ‘active service’ list!

No labour for the Lord is risky to invest in,

But nothing will make up should His ‘Well done’ be missed.

W. Lawrence 1900

 

Edited and published monthly by John Brown and Paul Martin

notesofministry@virginmedia.com or paul@nofm.co.uk 

36 Laverock Park Linlithgow EH49 6AT

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ


Notes


	[←1]
	 See C A Coates ‘Outline of Genesis’ Vol.1 p.36
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