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HOW BRETHREN ARE BOUND TOGETHER

J. Mitchell 

Genesis 37: 2–8; 1 Samuel 25: 23–29; Acts 28: 1–5 

You may have noticed, dear brethren, that in each of these passages there is a suggestion of binding or of a bundle, and I seek grace to say a word about that, because I feel that this activity of binding is needed at the present time. Joseph says, “Behold, we were binding sheaves in the fields”. It tells us a little earlier in the chapter the character of his brethren with whom he was doing service, and that he brought an evil report of their conversation to his father. One of Nabal’s young men acts similarly, he knew where to tell things. There is a place where it is perfectly right to tell things so that evil is contained, “tell it to the assembly”, Matthew 18: 17. The matter as to Joseph is always attractive to the saints. He is a most attractive character, but one thing about him is that he is resolute in maintaining the rights of God. When he was in Potiphar’s house Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph day by day but he refused to yield to her. That is a word for us, especially our young people, because the enemy is constantly seeking to divert us from the pathway of what is right and what is due to God. 

Joseph absolutely refused the appeal of the enemy to attract him out of the pathway of righteousness, and he says, “how should I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”, Genesis 39: 9. What was before Joseph was God, and the rights of God, and he would not be detracted from that in any way whatsoever. He was a young man, and that should give encouragement to our younger brothers and sisters. 

He was seventeen years of age when he served with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah in caring for the sheep, and his characteristics are brought out. He dreamed this dream, and he says, “Behold, we were binding sheaves in the fields”, and if you look at the history of Joseph you will find that all his activities were governed by that. Everything that he did had the character of binding sheaves. He was not scattering. The enemy is always active to scatter the people of God. Here it was Jacob’s family, and they were a pretty mixed lot, but it was typically the family of God. As the chapters go on we are given an insight as to the character of Jacob’s sons, but that never hindered what was in the mind of Joseph in this matter of binding sheaves, and he says, “my sheaf ... remained standing”. I wonder if we are concerned about that. There is great opportunity among the saints at the present time for this kind of service of binding sheaves that will remain standing. Such sheaves will go through no matter what may come against them, and that is seen in Joseph. Although he was a young man loved of his father, he was hated by his brethren. The very persons he sought to gather together into one, were the persons who hated him and could not greet him with friendliness. 

You can hardly credit the murderous activities in the hearts of these men. They would have murdered him, but instead they sold him down to Egypt. What they did in selling Joseph down to Egypt, was not only cruelty towards their brother, but they broke in upon what was in the divine mind in relation to the twelve. Additionally they had no regard for the feelings of the father. When they came down to Egypt, and Joseph was seeking to bind these sheaves to get them together, to restore the idea of the twelve, he first has to get them to come to a judgment of themselves and he enquires about their father. 

What was in Joseph’s mind was the feelings of the father. Think about the sheer callousness of their actions in killing a goat and taking Joseph’s coat and dipping it in the blood, then not even taking it to Jacob, but sending it to him, saying, Look yourself and you will see that this is the garment of your son. Can you think of anything more callous and void of sympathy than that? They had no respect whatsoever for the feelings of the father. I would like to press upon 

you that in everything that you do you should have respect to the feelings of God, the feelings of the Father, and look at things from the divine standpoint. What effect is this going to have on God Himself? What result is it going to have in the working out of what is in His mind? 

But despite their utter callousness, God Himself was operating, but not before Joseph went through the suffering. I suppose most of us think of that psalm where it says, “his soul came into irons”, Psalm 105: 18. What suffering Joseph went through. He was but a young man. Never once did he complain about the circumstances in which he was or the treatment that was meted out to him. He was a righteous man in every setting in which he is viewed and he shines in moral beauty. In the butler’s dream a vine was before him. I think the vine that was before him looked forward to the life of Jesus which was represented in Joseph; it was what was precious to God. The butler says that he pressed the grapes into Pharaoh’s cup. That was the symbol of the spirit of Christ wrought out in the suffering Joseph went through without one word of complaint or recrimination. 

All through that suffering it was in the heart of Joseph that he was binding sheaves in the field. He carried that exercise with him all the way through, and God brought about his exaltation, and he became the Saviour of the world. Pharaoh called him Zaphnath-Paaneah, which means ‘Saviour of the world’ (Genesis 41: 45). But what was immediately in his mind was to be the saviour of his brethren. So in due course, having suffered the famine, they came down and Joseph recognised them. They did not recognise Joseph, but from the very outset of their coming into Joseph’s presence he had in mind the restitution of the twelve. That was what was in his heart. He spoke roughly to them. Love does not tolerate evil. Love in Joseph’s heart would not tolerate the evil that his brethren had done. He works with them in such a way to get them to come to a conviction in themselves of what they had done, and that they might judge their own hearts; that is the way he binds the sheaves and his sheaf remains standing. Let me say this, dear brethren, if matters are not cleared in righteousness the sheaf will never remain standing. There will never be any unity among brethren if evil is allowed unjudged. Evil needs to be dealt with and it tells in the narrative that Joseph spoke roughly to his brethren; but behind the rough speaking was his weeping chamber. That was the real feelings of Joseph. The speaking roughly was necessary in order to bring in conviction upon his brethren in view of them being restored to the idea of the twelve. 

I wonder sometimes in crises among the saints how many tears we shed. I have no doubt there are tears that have been shed, and I have no doubt our beloved sisters come very much into that category. It tells us that God has a bottle in which He stores up the tears of the saints (Psalm 56: 8). It would help us in whatever we may undertake in the way of seeking to serve the saints if there is the proper feeling that goes along with it. Joseph was a feeling man—he wept in his chamber. But then he works with his brethren. He takes Simeon and separates him from the rest. Jacob says in his blessing of the tribes, “Simeon and Levi are brethren—Instruments of violence their swords”, Genesis 49: 5. You think of a brotherly link in violence. They had to be divided, and the first thing Joseph did was that he separated them. 

The Lord will have to say to any link that has cruelty as its basis. He will have to say to it severely. So Simeon was put in custody, but when they came down the second time Simeon was brought out to them. One thing about Joseph was that he always made sure that the sacks were filled. If you want what is true among the saints, you might have to speak roughly to persons, maybe we even have to bring in discipline upon persons, but what goes alongside that is making sure that the brethren are fed. 

He had a real concern about them, and he says at the end, “God sent me before you to preserve life”, Genesis 45: 5. A true priestly person will always be operating on the line of preserving life whatever may have to come in on the way. 

He insists next that Benjamin is brought down. Benjamin is the guiltless one. He had no part in the selling of Joseph. In protracted exercises among the saints what is needed is the skill of Joseph and the spirit of Judah, and the guiltlessness of Benjamin. In difficulties, if you look deep enough you will find there is among the saints that which is of God that really has no part in the difficulties. Additionally Benjamin is really the overcomer, and that is something that is needed. Joseph worked to bring the overcomer to light, therefore he insisted that on their next visit that Benjamin had to be there, and when Benjamin was there he distinguished him. But then the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, and Joseph said that Benjamin would have to remain there. 

With what skill he brought this round so that it came home to Judah. Judah shone in this matter. He says, I will take responsibility for it; I could not have my father brought down to the grave. The very thing that marked them was absolute callousness to the feelings of the father, but Joseph works in such a way that he brings out in Judah feelings for the father. 

There is a great need of that, beloved brethren, to really touch what is vital, what is under the surface, but it is there to be brought out into expression; that really involves the salvation of the whole position. Reuben was not of much moral value at all, but Judah takes the whole matter upon himself, and he says he is prepared to remain a bondman for the rest of his days; that brought out the feelings of Joseph. When it came to that point, Joseph could not refrain from allowing his affections to flow out unhinderedly. How beautiful that is. These brothers had had nothing in their heart but hatred towards Joseph, but when Judah takes responsibility the feelings of Joseph are unrestrained, and he wept upon their neck and kissed them. You can see he was binding sheaves in the field and his sheaf remained standing. This is the way that our sheaves can remain standing. There is great need of persons who are binding sheaves in the field, not scattering them, but holding the brethren together in righteousness so that the sheaf will remain standing. 

Now I come to Abigail, who is a product of the ministry of Samuel, and represents the feminine counterpart of David. She was David all over again, the same spirit, the same character. I believe the Spirit of God is working among the saints, to bring out the character of Christ in them. David said, “blessed be thy discernment”. If there is any need among the saints, more than another, it is that of right discernment. It is a priestly feature. There is a tendency to allow natural feelings and natural thoughts to come into matters. The great need is to have discernment according to God. Although she was Nabal’s wife, she had a thorough judgment of him, typical of what is opposed to Christ. She actually names it, saying, “Nabal is his name, and folly is with him”. She discerned the character of Nabal as typical of what is against Christ. He had no appreciation of the mind of God in regard to David. He was shearing sheep, that means he is considering for himself, whereas David was a true shepherd. 

Even though in this chapter David was not at the height of his moral career, nevertheless he was a shepherd at heart, and the young man told Abigail that while David was there they never suffered any loss whatsoever. We have some very sentimental ideas about what a shepherd is. David was the greatest shepherd in scripture, but he was also the greatest warrior. Maybe you have not associated the idea of a warrior with a shepherd, but they go together. So as long as David and his men were there, Nabal’s servants never suffered any loss whatsoever. That is the character of the shepherd. He is prepared to take on the enemy even as David did with his bare hands, to prevent him ravaging the flock. 

Abigail is like him; she says, “the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling”. That links with David going down into the valley to fight Goliath. Our weapons are not carnal, they are spiritual, and Abigail had the same character as David. The reference to the sling shows that, but she also says, “the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God”. What a thing it is to be in the bundle of the living, and to be seeking to protect the bundle of the living. That, beloved, is really what we have, the fellowship is “the bundle of the living”. Abigail’s exercise was that he should be preserved in the bundle of the living, that there would be nothing against David, nothing against his character or history, that would prevent him from being bound in the bundle of the living. Well, let us serve one another to that end so that we shall all, every one of us, be preserved in the bundle of the living. 

Now I pass to Paul. In this section you get Paul firstly as the apostle when he has to say to the men, “Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me, and not have made sail from Crete”. Our safety lies in hearkening to Paul. Paul was given a special commission, and he says, “If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment”, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. So that we need to hearken to Paul in every matter that comes up. Then, a little later on, you get Paul in his moral beauty, moral power and moral influence when he says, “Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety”. That is a man who in a crisis can influence the saints in view of their protection. He had this vision that everyone who sailed with him would be preserved. It is a great matter to sail with Paul. Though the ship was broken up, and that of course speaks very largely in a dispensational way of the present time when publicly the assembly is in ruin, yet what is of Paul goes through. 

In Acts 28 he “gathered a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle”. There are three ideas— gathering—together—in a bundle. You might say that is quite unnecessary. You could say, “gathered a certain quantity of sticks” might be enough; but Luke says he “gathered a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle”. That is to emphasise what we commenced with, binding sheaves in the field. If we give heed to Paul, that would be our activity at the present time, that we are gathering a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle. Paul put it on the fire, that is that he might promote warmth among the saints. It was a difficult time. They had got safe to land, and there they were on this island called Melita, and it says, “having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold”. It would have been a very unhealthy atmosphere in which to be, but this great apostle was not above gathering this quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laying it on the fire that he might promote warmth. There is always a need of such persons. They do not bring in what will scatter the saints. Here Paul is gathering a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle. 

You might say, the quantity is small these days. It was small then. The matter of numbers is in the Lord’s hands, and we leave it there. It says in 2 Timothy 2, “The Lord knows those that are his”, and we can leave things there. He knows who are His and He knows about numbers. 

Not that I am saying we should not be on the outlook for recoveries, but what I am saying is that we can leave certain matters in the hands of the Lord. He has these things in hand. Let us go on with those that He has given us, and let us be on the line of gathering together a certain quantity of sticks. You might have said it was not necessary to put it in a bundle, indeed wood burns better if it is not in a bundle. Physically the wood actually burns better if it is loose, but he gathered it together “in a bundle and laid it on the fire”. The thought there was to rally the saints together and promote warmth. 

Immediately he laid it on the fire “a viper coming out of the heat seized his hand”. The enemy is always active. A certain quantity of sticks being gathered together in a bundle is too much for the enemy. That is the kind of thing he cannot stand and he will attack unquestionably, so it says, “a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand”. The hands are what you need in service to do things. You can do very little without your hands, and the enemy is seeking to restrict what is Pauline in these closing days. I believe that is what the enemy is always against. He will occupy us with a number of things. Mr. Stoney said that the enemy is not out to unchristianise anyone; what the enemy seeks to do is to get us down from the high level of the truth. What he is against is what is of Paul. It is the heavenly side of the truth, the great truth of Christ and the assembly, as Paul says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. That, I think, is what the enemy was at when he seized him by the hand; but it says that he shook him into the fire. What is needed among the saints for preservation from the activities of the enemy is this kind of warmth that Paul would produce. 

The viper is shaken into the fire, the fire will deal with it. In John 13 there was an atmosphere of love when the Lord was with His own, and Judas was there in that very atmosphere of affection, but he went out. He had to go out, he could not stand that atmosphere. The way in which the enemy can be dealt with is the promotion of an atmosphere of affection among the saints; that he cannot cope with, he has to go. May the Lord bless the word to us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
5 May 2001 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 37:2-8 (JND) [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. [4] And his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, and they hated him, and could not greet him with friendliness. [5] And Joseph dreamed a dream, and told [it] to his brethren, and they hated him yet the more. [6] And he said to them, Hear, I pray you, this dream, which I have dreamt: [7] Behold, we were binding sheaves in the fields, and lo, my sheaf rose up, and remained standing; and behold, your sheaves came round about and bowed down to my sheaf. [8] And his brethren said to him, Wilt thou indeed be a king over us? wilt thou indeed rule over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams and for his words.

1 Samuel 25:23-29 (JND) [23] And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, [24] and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, [upon] me let the iniquity be; but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid. [25] Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him; and I thy handmaid did not see the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. [26] And now, my lord, [as] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. [27] And now this blessing which thy bondmaid has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men that follow my lord. [28] I pray thee, forgive the transgression of thy handmaid: for Jehovah will certainly make my lord a lasting house; because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days. [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling.

Acts 28:1-5 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand. [4] And when the barbarians saw the beast hanging from his hand, they said to one another, This man is certainly a murderer, whom, [though] saved out of the sea, Nemesis has not allowed to live. [5] *He* however, having shaken off the beast into the fire, felt no harm.

Matthew 18:17 (JND) [17] But if he will not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if also he will not listen to the assembly, let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer.

Genesis 39:9 (JND) [9] There is none greater in this house than I; neither has he withheld anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife; and how should I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?

Psalms 105:18 (JND) [18] They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons;

Genesis 41:45 (JND) [45] And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, and gave him as wife Asnath the daughter of Potipherah the priest in On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Genesis 49:5 (JND) [5] Simeon and Levi are brethren: Instruments of violence their swords.

Genesis 45:5 (JND) [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life.

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

Acts 28 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …



BLESSING IN BEING BROUGHT TO GOD

P. Martin 

2 Samuel 9: 1–13; 19: 24–30 

The gospel has in view that you, and I, and all men should be brought to God. Not to face Him as a Judge, but to face Him as the One who is intent on extending His loving-kindness. 

That is the God who is presented in the gospel, not a God that is wanting to execute judgment. No, that is His strange work. He is willing to show us His loving-kindness. What loving-kindness, dear friend, is in the heart of the blessed God for you. David was a mighty victor and a type of Christ. Some of us were impressed today with the mighty victory of Christ. He has broken the power of sin, broken the power of death, broken the power of darkness; He has met it all and is victorious. What a Victor the Lord Jesus is! Here David said, “Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him?” Is there any that is left? 

I might ask that in this room tonight. It may be that you are sitting among believers in the Lord Jesus. He would say, is there one more that I can show the kindness of God to? That is the heart of God; He is not willing that any one should perish. You may say, One person out of seventy-five in this room, would it matter? You may be the only one, and you matter to God. He is saying tonight, Is there yet any one left; only one person? You remember in the gospel that the shepherd had a hundred sheep, but when he lost one, he left the ninety and nine to go after the one that was lost; it was precious to him. Your soul is precious to God; whether you are rich or whether you are poor, whether you are a king on the throne or whether you are sweeping the streets; you are precious to God. The Lord Jesus is wanting to show the kindness of God to you. God is bringing in the resources from His own side, Why? Because you could never do it; like Mephibosheth of old, he was lame on both his feet, he could not do much; he could not have gone out to the war. 

You and I, as away from God, can do nothing for our salvation, we are lost and away from God. All men have sinned, it says (Romans 3: 23), and that is you and that is me; that is every one, we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is not one righteous person, not even one, and yet that has not altered the heart of the blessed God towards you. It has not altered His feelings for you even though you are a sinner, even though I am a sinner. 

God in His grace is appealing to you tonight, because He wants to secure you for Himself, because of what is in His heart, not because of what is in yours. It is not what is in your heart that calls out the goodness of God. It was not what was in Mephibosheth’s heart that called out the goodness of David; it was what was in David’s heart. Now that is the basis of the gospel that is coming to you. It is because the blessed God has feelings of kindness and compassion, and love, and mercy that He is pouring out to you tonight; it is not because you deserve it. Mephibosheth did not deserve it here, he was on the line that was worthy of death, a line that has challenged the rights of God, he was on that line. I have been on that line. 

I do not know whether you have come to it that you have been on that line. Each of us as away from God has challenged the rights of God. Yet the blessed God is towards us. He says, Is there yet any? You may be the only one. Do not look around you to see if there is another. 

The Lord Jesus was the Victor Himself, and He would appeal to you in wondrous grace that you might know what it is to come into the enjoyment of a place of favour in the king’s house. That is what God has in view for all men. He desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. You say, Is God great enough for that? Yes, He is great enough for it, that is what He desires to secure. But in the gospel He is appealing to you—“Is there yet any that is left ... that I may shew him kindness …?” David is told here of one who was left. It says the king sent and fetched him. The gospel is to fetch you out of your circumstances where you are. The blessed God does not appeal to you in view of leaving you where He found you. He is appealing to you because He has something greater in view in the gospel, He wants you in His presence. He wants you to come from a place of no pasture and barrenness, a place of emptiness which is all around us in the world, a place where you will find no satisfaction, He wants to bring you into a house of plenty. 

Well, you know, David’s table was full. Mephibosheth was brought to eat at the king’s table. God has in view that you and I might know what it is to have a place at the king’s table, to have a place in nearness to the king, as one of the king’s sons. What a wonderful privilege for men! That men away from God, brought from nothing, brought from emptiness, brought from moral corruptness and degradation, should be brought right into God’s presence, even to sit at His table. What a transformation in the soul of a man! The gospel is able to effect it. How can it be done? you might say. How could Mephibosheth be taken from such a low estate to be brought up to such a royal position? It was done, I can tell you. Now it can be effected because of a work that has been done. The Lord Jesus has accomplished a work that no one else could ever accomplish; that you could not have accomplished. You could not effect your own salvation; he has done it all. Blessed be His Name! He has gone into death for you; He has gone into death, I can say, for me. What a wonderful Saviour the Lord Jesus is! All that stood between me and the enjoyment of the blessing, all that stood between me and the holy God was my sins, that is what stood between, but Christ has gone into death to remove them. 

What a wonderful Saviour He is, that He should go there of His own accord, into death. What movements were His! I would like to dwell on them a little. The Spirit would help us to dwell on the movements of Jesus in going to the cross. He came here as a blessed Man and in His pathway here He moved onward. 

Where was He going? He was going into death. The hymn-writer says, 

‘Then onward to the cross, 

Through toil, and grief, and loss, 

The Man of sorrows wends His way; 

To sheathe the judgment sword, 

The wrath He there endured, 

And now is crowned in brightest day’. (Hymn 245) 

What a way the Saviour went. Have you ever traced the footsteps of Jesus? Those footsteps that led Him into Pilate’s court, those footsteps that caused that He should spend all night standing, being questioned, being mocked, being spat upon. What a Man! What would happen if someone spat on you? When someone spat on Jesus He did not retaliate. Men hated Him. He says Himself, “They hated me without a cause”, John 15: 25. He gave men no reason to hate Him. All that He had done was perfect goodness; healing, giving sight to the blind, causing that the deaf should hear, raising the dead. No one else could have done that. 

You remember that woman whose son was being carried out of the city, her final hope in this scene being carried out in a coffin. Everything for her was lost. It is a picture of the world tonight, every hope is lost, bounded by death. That woman had lost her husband, and now she had lost her son, she had nothing to live for. The Lord Jesus comes and he raises her son; He restores her son to her. Who else could have done that? He could raise the dead even before he had gone into death Himself. He broke death’s power when He went into it. He gave witness to the power of death being broken as He came out of it. What a blessed glorious Person. 

That same blessed Person was the Man that they hated. Why did they hate Him? Dear friend, have you ever hated Him? Perhaps you are sitting here tonight and you do not care about the Saviour. I do not know. Perhaps you are not interested that the Saviour endured so much, that a crown of thorns was placed upon His head, and He was beaten upon the head. What sufferings He endured from the hands of man! 

Does it not affect you? He would say to you tonight. Is it nothing to you? What sorrow He endured, and what suffering. He would appeal to you, Does it not mean anything to you? He had to go that way in order that He might effect the work of redemption; that He might secure us for God, on the basis of a work that could never be changed, on the basis of a work that could never be overthrown, on the basis of a work in which God has found His eternal satisfaction. I praise Him for it. He went into death for me. Blessed wondrous Saviour! I ask Him often, What was it that made Him go that way for me? Dear friend, have you ever asked Him that? 

What was it that made Him go that way for you? It was love in His heart for you. It was love in His heart, undeserved and unmerited, for me that made Him go that way. He went that way, never once thinking of turning back. He went that way in order that He might exhaust the judgment of God. All that was due to me because I was a sinner, all that was due to me by way of judgment, He took it all upon Himself. He took it upon Himself and bore it, exhausted it in three hours of darkness upon the cross. What was concentrated in those three hours upon the cross we shall never know, but Jesus knew. He fathomed, He measured, He exhausted the judgment of God upon sin. The hymn-writer says—‘Thou didst measure then sin’s distance’ (Hymn 298). We marvel at it, what the Lord Jesus bore, forsaken of God; the blessed God whom He loved as no one else could have loved. He was forsaken by His God. What a cry that was from the cross, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Dear friend, have you ever answered that cry? Why was it that He was forsaken? He was forsaken as the Sin-bearer, that you and I might never know what it is to be forsaken of God; that we might be brought into blessing in full unmerited favour by the blessed God Himself through the work that Jesus has done. On that cross, dear friend, His precious blood was shed in order that you and I, guilty sinners, might be cleansed from our sins, and find salvation in the person of Jesus. It says, “neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4: 12. You must be saved, you cannot put it off; we are standing on the verge of eternity. This room is full of persons who expect any moment to go from time into eternity. Do not be the one that is left. Put your faith in the blood, and in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ; the blood to cleanse you of your sins; the Person to satisfy your heart. He has indeed satisfied God’s heart, and provided a basis for your perfect acceptance into His presence, so that you might know, as the type indicates, what it is to be taken from a place of emptiness and admitted into the king’s house, to sit at the king’s table and to feast as one of the king’s sons. It says, “David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness”. 

That is what God is saying to you in the gospel, fear not. That was a word to the jailor in Philippi when he saw that everything was lost, “Do thyself no harm, for we are all here”, Acts 16: 28. The Saviour is toward you in His grace—the blessed God is toward you in His kindness, in order that He might bring you right into the fulness of the blessing that is in His own house. There has never been emptiness on the king’s table. 

Are you satisfied? You may say, I want to be happy. It is not only that the gospel presents the opportunity for happiness; it does bring happiness to men, but it goes further than that, it presents satisfaction. I have illustrated it before in this way; you may give a child a bar of chocolate and he would be happy to receive it, but he will not be satisfied until he has eaten it. God is not only presenting happiness, something to make you happy for a minute and it will be past, but God is presenting in the gospel satisfaction for men, eternal satisfaction. It is something not known in the world. I ask you, dear friend. Are you satisfied? Have you found what it is to have a lasting peace in your soul? Have you found that? 

Mephibosheth had not found it at this point, he was still cautious of what David might do to him; but David says, “Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness”. The gospel is preached that you might know what it is to be satisfied now and eternally in the presence of the king, and to eat at the king’s table. See what God is bringing us into, not as an individual, but to sit at the table. There is a wealth of supply and relationships, the king’s sons are there. 

We are taken from the place of emptiness and loneliness and brought in to sit at the king’s table, satisfied in the company of the king, and of those that are his. That is what the gospel has in view to bring man into, to feed continually at the king’s table. 

What characterises the king’s table is plenty, the fatness of the land. God has that in view for you, dear friend. You may say, I am not worthy of the blessing. None of us was worthy of it. 

We are not brought in on the basis of our worthiness; we are brought in on the basis of the worthiness of Christ, what Christ means to God. All that He is, in the excellence of the perfection of His manhood, is the light in which God views those who have put their trust in Him. You can be in the presence of God as fit for that presence as the Lord Jesus is. 

Everything that you have done removed by Himself and by His work, and everything that He is clothed upon you, so that when God looks at you as having your faith in Jesus, He sees not what you have been, but He sees the perfection of the Lord Jesus; and He says, I accept that man in the perfect manhood of Christ. God has a Man in subsisting righteousness in His presence now, and He is accepting those who believe in Him in the worth of that blessed Person. 

It says that Mephibosheth did eat at the king’s table continually, and he was lame on both his feet. It has often been said that those feet were never seen again, they were under the king’s table. Mephibosheth was there as a king’s son, typifying the worth and dignity of the most elevated calling that God could bestow upon man. That is what the gospel has in view, to place believers in the highest calling that God could have for man. Think of the blessings that we have been brought into. Paul touches on them very briefly in his writings; he says that we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ (Ephesians 1: 3). 

Everything that God has in His heart of heavenly blessing is available now for men. It is bestowed upon believers in order that they might know what it is, not only to be suited to, but to be sustained in, the enjoyment and satisfaction which God has; it has all emanated from His own blessed heart. Dear friend, it can be yours today. Mephibosheth was doing nothing in this section. David has the desire to bless; David sends and fetches him; David makes him sit at his table; David provides the resource and the wealth. All has been done for your blessing, dear friend; all you have to do tonight is to repent—repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and the blessing is yours. Is that all? It seems too simple. It is simple, dear friend, for you, but it was not simple for the Saviour, it cost Him everything. He has done the work, and the work is all complete, because He is now at the right hand of God, and He is crowned there as a Prince and a Saviour. 

Now in chapter 19, David is in rejection. The Lord Jesus is in rejection. We gathered this morning and we were conscious that the Lord Jesus was in rejection. If He was not in rejection, everyone in Dundee would have been gathered together. The world has cast Christ out, it has said, We have no room for this Man. How was Mephibosheth going to continue when David was not there? The Lord Jesus is crowned with glory and honour but He is not here; He has not ceased to be the mighty 

Victor. Soon He is coming again. He is going to put into effect publicly all that He has done morally on the cross. He will put it into effect. He is the Taker-away of the sin of the world. 

Who else could have been great enough to take away the sin of the world. The Lord Jesus has done it, and He is going to put it into effect when He comes again. We were affected this morning as we came together to remember the Lord Jesus, that the One who was before us is the One who is coming in radiant glory, “the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea”, Habakkuk 2: 14. Think of the greatness of His dominion, but at the moment He is not here, He is in rejection. You may say, Mephibosheth, what is your position if David is in rejection? I would ask you, fellow-believer, What is your position when the Lord Jesus is not here? Mephibosheth had been wronged, he had been lied against. Is he going to claim his rights? He says, No, I have no rights. That is like the believer now, he has no rights because the King is in rejection. Dear friend, how are you going to get through while the King is in rejection? 

Mephibosheth was feeling the absence of David. Have you ever felt the absence of Christ? When you go out tomorrow, if we are left here, will you feel the absence of the Lord Jesus? Mephibosheth was not joining in with what was proceeding. No, he was looking and waiting, that was his attitude; he did not even trim his beard, or wash his face or his clothes. Why? Because David was not there. Mephibosheth’s heart was where David was. Where is your heart? Is it where Christ is? Is my heart where Christ is? Mephibosheth says, Nothing here matters to me because my heart is where David is; David is in rejection and my place is with him there. What a privilege for believers, that as the Lord Jesus is rejected, we can hold ourselves here as in allegiance to a rejected Christ. We do not form part of the world that has cast Him out as worthless. You may say, I have not the power for it, and who of us has the power for it? The power for it is not of ourselves, but in the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Have you received the Holy Spirit? Do you know Him? I ask the question of myself, How much do I know Him? He is a divine Person who has come because the Lord Jesus has gone into glory. He is occupying the affections of the saints with the glory of the Man who is in the presence of God. He is taking the things of Christ and showing them to us. The Holy Spirit would occupy our hearts with Christ. You may say, I find I sin so easily. I say to you, dear friend, that you are not alone in that. I say to you, Speak to the Holy Spirit about it, and ask Him to keep you in communion with the Lord Jesus, and in communion with Himself, that you might know what it is to be occupied with things that are beyond this scene, so that your taste changes. Has your taste changed? Mephibosheth’s taste had changed; he had sampled the food on the king’s table. He did not want again the things that belonged to Lodebar. 

The Holy Spirit working in the believer changes the desires of the believer, and then gives the believer power that the longing He has formed might be satisfied and answered in the believer. To this end He brings the glory of the blessed Man from whence He has come and, with whom He is occupied, into the heart of the believer. He also sheds abroad in the heart the love of God, causing that the heart should be radiant with satisfaction. Dear friend, you may say to me, as I used to say when I was younger. It sounds very good, but I would like to prove it. I say to you, Speak to divine Persons, speak to the Spirit. You will find that what desires you have in your soul become good in your soul, not only light to the soul, but experience in the soul as you take it up in communion with the Holy Spirit. You will find that you can be sustained here, not in your own strength, but by the power that has been given to us in the Spirit Himself, to be here in the absence of Christ as faithful to Him. 

Now David was coming again, and the Lord Jesus is coming again. Our faith looks on to that. 

How wondrous to be living in the anticipation that at any moment we are going to see the face of Jesus! We have never seen His face. Peter says, “whom, having not seen, ye love” (1 

Peter 1: 8), but we are actually going to see His face. He will come out of heaven. Men are looking for movements on the earth; but believers are not looking for movements on the earth, they are looking for movement from heaven. The Lord Jesus Himself will descend from heaven, come right down into the air, and we shall meet Him in the air. He is coming again, not just for me as an individual, He is coming for His church. He is coming and He will receive every one that is His. Think of the myriads of those that have died in Christ; they are going to rise first. What a moment it will be when the tombs and the sea will have to give way to the power of Christ over death. Think of each rising to meet Him, and those that are His upon the earth rising with them, being caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

Dear friend, that is what we are expecting as believers, we are not expecting great things on the earth. The earth is forming itself in great activity, but believers are being formed by the Spirit for an activity that surpasses what man could ever think of, the Lord Himself descending from heaven. It is immediately before us. May it be more so before believers. 

Mephibosheth says, Yes, I was lied against but that does not matter. Anything that matters concerns the king. He says, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. We are in a world where men are claiming their rights, but Mephibosheth was not doing that. The believer can live in the enjoyment of the anticipation of meeting the Lord Jesus in the air, that can fill his soul. Mephibosheth had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes from the day the king departed till the day he came again in peace. It just shows the way that David had filled Mephibosheth’s soul so that everything for him was centred in another man. 

Dear friend, I ask you simply, Is the Lord Jesus so much to you that nothing else matters? He would fill your heart with His love; He would fill your heart with satisfaction for the present time; He would fill your heart with the plenty that is in the purpose of God for you. He would draw you away from everything else that you might know what it is to be satisfied with Him, and prove that the Lord Jesus is all and everything that the believer needs. May we prove what it is to remain at His table continually. The King’s table is not for Lord’s day only; I fear for myself the danger that my Christianity may be for one day a week. We enjoy it on the Lord’s day, but the danger is of dropping to something lower as we go out in our business life, or our secular life, or whatever we have to do. Dear friend, prove that Christ is great enough to satisfy your heart through time as He will do eternally. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
20 August 2000 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 9:1-13 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? [2] And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba; and they called him to David. And the king said to him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant! [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet. [4] And the king said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar. [5] And king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar. [6] And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, and fell on his face and did obeisance. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he said, Behold thy servant! [7] And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. [8] And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am? [9] Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, I have given to thy master's son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house. [10] And thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in [the fruits], that thy master's son may have food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread at my table continually. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. [11] And Ziba said to the king, According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will thy servant do. And Mephibosheth [said David] shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons. [12] And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Mica. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. …

2 Samuel 19:24-30 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace. [25] And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king, the king said to him, Why didst thou not go with me, Mephibosheth? [26] And he said, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I will saddle me the ass, and ride thereon, and go with the king; for thy servant is lame. [27] And he has slandered thy servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God; do therefore what is good in thy sight. [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king? [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

John 15:25 (JND) [25] But that the word written in their law might be fulfilled, They hated me without a cause.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 16:28 (JND) [28] But Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Habakkuk 2:14 (JND) [14] For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.



EXTRACTS

Well now in Nehemiah’s time, the privileges of Jerusalem were laid hold of, so that it says in this chapter, verse 1, “the rulers of the people dwelt” there (Nehemiah 11: 1 A.V.). Thank God for that! Surely they shall give a lead, for the leaders amongst the people of God are not merely marked by intelligence and strength, but feeling and affection and appreciation of divine things. Therefore these leaders are to be emulated, they dwell in Jerusalem. Then there is the principle of one in ten dwelling in Jerusalem, the other nine went out into other cities. It is evidently recorded here to show the state of things that existed. Are we content to be one of those 

nine that are willing to stay out of Jerusalem? You can do it by putting your home and family and business first. Whereas the dweller in Jerusalem puts the interests of Christ first, he is at every meeting of the saints possible, he never willingly misses one. Anna would never miss a meeting, she was day and night in the temple, she would not think lightly of staying away from a meeting. One has often pictured the saints at Jerusalem. Peter and six others went off fishing one night. If you had asked Mary Magdalene where Peter and the sons of Zebedee were that day, if she knew she would tell you regretfully, she would feel their absence. Can we afford to come under that opprobrium? To be absent, like Thomas, when such great things are happening? Anna would never be absent. She dwelt in Jerusalem, and not only was she in the temple but she spake of the Lord to all them that looked for redemption in Israel. How Jerusalem would come into her mind, how she would convey that to those to whom she spoke! It is a somewhat wholesome thing to take account of the progress of persons nominally dwelling in Jerusalem. Who are the persons at the prayer meeting? See how many of them are there. Those who are habitually absent are not really inhabitants of Jerusalem, not characteristically such ... The Lord is appealing to us in this way, as to whether we are seeking money or position in this world at the expense of Jerusalem, the holy city, that is, the assembly in the sense in which it is available at the present time. The Lord would appeal to us so that we may be characteristically inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 38, pp.285–287) 

Saints make themselves very unhappy by moving in their own wills, and they miss the joy of the inheritance. The choice of the creature is always wrong. Lot chose; the thing for us is to accept the setting where we are. If the Lord moves us, it is different; God moved Priscilla and Aquila from Rome to Corinth. Providentially He 

allowed the command that all Jews were to leave Rome; God knew what He was doing when He allowed the imperial edict to go forth. He wanted to move a brother and sister to Corinth because He intended setting up a local assembly at Corinth. Our thought in moving should be, Is it God’s way to contribute to His assembly there? Is that the prime thought if I move? 

Is it with a view to enjoying the inheritance and contributing to the saints? The voluntary idea is not right; we find in Scripture that God sets persons in a certain position and in certain relations. The Levites had their service appointed; it was never said to a Levite, You do what you like in the tabernacle. They each had their appointed work, and all was under the ordering of Aaron or Eleazar. “The whole decision is of the Lord”. Could I say, I am locally in Teignmouth by the decision of the Lord? 

We need not have any question at all if God providentially moves us. The exercise comes when we move ourselves apart from His providence. If we have gone anywhere because it is the will of God, we remain there and recognise our links with the brethren as a means by which we enjoy the inheritance. That is the setting in which we enjoy the inheritance and we cannot enjoy it any other way. No movement on our part can secure to us the enjoyment of the inheritance; we must either take it up in a divine way or miss it. What are we after? It tests the whole principle on which we are. Our households, our local setting in the assembly, and our relation with neighbouring assemblies, are to be governed by the principle of God dwelling in the midst of His people. He has put us divinely together so that we might enjoy the inheritance together. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Joshua’, pp.76, 77) 
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Scripture references

Nehemiah 11:1 (JND) [1] And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities.
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