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FEEDING ON CHRIST

J. A. Brown 

Leviticus 2: 4–10; Psalm 22: 1–8, 12–26; Hebrews 2: 11, 12 

One of the things that young people hear the brothers talking about in the readings is feeding on Christ. I suppose you have all heard that expression. I would like, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to speak about the Lord Jesus in a way which might attract the attention and the affections of every one of us in the room this afternoon, so that something would be left behind. That is what feeding does, and not just in your memory but in your soul, and in my soul too because I need this as much as anyone, if not more so. I would like to speak of the Lord Jesus as He is presented to us in the symbol or type of the oblation in Leviticus 2, and then speak a little about how He suffered and why He suffered, and what is in view in that suffering. Of course the answer is in what we had in the reading, it is praise that is in view. 

We have been reading several books recently in our own locality which have all come together in a most interesting and helpful way. We were looking at the Lord Jesus in Matthew, and in John’s gospel as He is seen as the glorious Son of God. Then in Leviticus we have been reading about the sacrifices. What a wonderful experience it is to know the help of the Spirit in these meetings that we have. We go along to them, whether in large numbers or small, and we always get something from the heart of God. So it is not just another reading in John’s gospel, not just another type in Leviticus which is difficult to understand, but something for our souls. I would like to speak to you in such a way that by the Holy Spirit you would get something for your soul. I need something for mine too, because we are all here as before God, and we need to feed on this blessed Man who we spoke about in the reading, who could lift His heart to the Father rejoicing and saying, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent”, Matthew 11: 25. What we were speaking about in the reading and what we are going to be engaged with now make absolutely no sense at all to the natural mind. But there is, by the work of God in the heart of the believer, something that responds to it. I trust, even in the reading of these scriptures, there will be something that our hearts can respond to in this meeting. It is not just that we remember what was said, but something that gets into our affections and changes us, because this is the time of gathering, this is the time of feeding, this is the time of growing. We will not grow in eternity; we will have Him before us, we will see His blessed face but things will be as it were fixed then. There will be no development in eternity. This is the time of development, this is the time of feeding, this is the time to be engaged with the glories of Christ in such a way that He is formed in us. That is what feeding on Jesus means, I trust that down to the very youngest here who loves the Lord Jesus will engage with what is being said, in such a way that something will be left in your heart for the praise of God eternally. 

So we see the Lord Jesus in all the perfection of His humanity represented by the oblation. 

The oblation was a simple offering; it was a portion of flour and it could be brought in various ways. It could be baked in the oven, it could be cooked in a pan, it could be cooked in a cauldron, but it always involved oil and it always involved fine flour, the best. It was a type of Jesus. I trust that the Lord Jesus is interesting and attractive to everyone here. The blessedness of His humanity is a never-ending source of food, an inexhaustible resource for the heart of the believer who loves Him. Here we see in symbol and type the humanity of Jesus in its perfection. There was nothing else but fine flour mingled with oil and with frankincense on it. It is brought as a food offering. That is what oblation means, as footnote ‘ f’’ tells us. It was for the priests to eat. Very little of it was actually burnt on the altar; there was a handful taken with all the frankincense on it, and that was offered up on the altar as the other sacrifices were, but nearly all of the oblation was eaten by the priest and by his sons. 

As believers in the Lord Jesus we are priests and we are capacitated by the Holy Spirit to feed on the humanity of Jesus. That is what we can do with the help of the Holy Spirit as we read a scripture like this. Jesus was perfect in His humanity; He came in as a perfect baby and He grew up as a perfect boy in perfect obedience. The Lord Jesus was not only sinless; it was impossible for Him to sin. Some believers think that He could have sinned but that He chose not to sin. That is wrong. The Lord Jesus was sinless intrinsically. You could take this offering of fine flour and spread it out, say, on a large flat table and there would be nothing else there. The perfection of the humanity of Jesus is wonderful, and it was here for the pleasure of God. But by the grace of God we can appreciate it and feed on it. We can make it part of our own spiritual constitution, and that is my exercise in reading this passage. O that we might be interested in these things. So the oblation is taken and it is offered up, burnt on the altar, “an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour”. 

What perfection was there for the heart of God in the humanity of Jesus. Mr. Darby writes so beautifully of these offerings; about the oblation and its perfection and evenness, the evenness of the humanity of Jesus. He writes most interestingly in his ‘Synopsis of the Books of the Bible’ on this chapter about other men who were greatly used by Jesus. All had some characteristic that marked them out. He says that in Peter there was ardent affection which predominated and characterised him; in Paul there was energy and zeal. But then he writes of Jesus; that in Jesus there was none of this unevenness and the only thing that essentially characterised Him more than the other blessed aspects of His humanity was His meekness. That is what the oblation speaks of, the lowliness and meekness of the humanity of Jesus. And then Mr. Darby wrote of God that the hand that struck the chord found all in tune. He described how, in the Lord Jesus, every element, every faculty in His humanity responded to the impulse which the divine will gave to it, and then ceased in a tranquillity in which self had no place. Such was Christ in human nature. 

I have quoted Mr. Darby’s ministry because it has affected me, and I would like to interest you, dear young sister and young brother. Some of you may not have read Mr. Darby’s ministry yet, and maybe when you have opened a page you think it is complicated and really difficult. Well I would like to give you some advice. Go to Volume 1 of the Synopsis and read what Mr. Darby says about these offerings. The language he uses is most attractive. It is almost sublime the way in which that spiritual man writes of Jesus, in type as the offerings, it is almost as though Mr. Darby’s heart is pouring out and speaking to the reader’s heart in his writing. I am not saying that all of Mr. Darby’s writings are as straightforward as that, but go to the Synopsis in these early chapters in Leviticus and feed on Jesus. Make Mr. Darby’s impressions yours, and not just so that you can quote things that he wrote. Feed on it, absorb it, make it part of your love for Jesus. O what a wonderful, blessed, perfect Man He is! 

So Jesus came into this world in all that lowliness and meekness and holiness. He came to His own. He came to the Jews, and what did they think of Him? “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1: 11. We are speaking about a divine Person, a blessed Man whom we know and love; I trust that everyone here does know and trust Him. He came to His own people as their Messiah, and what did they think of Him? Nothing. It was not just that they undervalued what was there, but they did not value it at all; they had no perception of the One who was there. Their minds were totally shut to the attractiveness of Jesus, His glory, His blessedness to the Father; the Jews rejected Him. That is why I have read in Psalm 22, which shows the contrast between the blessedness of the humanity of Jesus and the reaction that He actually got from those to whom He had come. 

Of course He came into this world, as Paul says, “to save sinners, of whom I am the first” (1 Timothy 1: 15), but He came first of all to His own people, the Jews, who were labouring under the Roman yoke and were looking for the Messiah to save them. What did they do with Him? Consider in Luke 4 His very first contact with them in His public service in Nazareth, the place where He was brought up. He went into the synagogue “according to his custom”. 

Clearly He had been there before, and they gave Him the roll of the book and He read in it these wonderful words from Isaiah. Then what happens? A little while later they were taking Him up to the brow of the hill, and they would have thrown Him down the precipice. This blessed One of whom I have been speaking in all His perfection and attractiveness, His own people—those who knew Him from a child in Nazareth would have thrown Him over the cliff to get rid of Him. That is what His own people thought of Jesus. Does that affect you? It should do. It affects me. It should affect every lover of Christ, that those to whom He came had no time for Him. 

So as Jesus went on through that pathway of suffering love, doing good, appealing to the Jews, teaching in the temple, healing persons, they accused Him even of blasphemy when He forgave persons their sins. The Jews, His own to whom He came, rejected Him, they resented Him. O the awfulness of the human heart. The heart after nature cannot accept Jesus. It rejects Him, it has no time for Him. You see the epitome of that rejection in Pilate’s judgment hall. It was the Jews who took Him there. The band that went into Gethsemane was sent by the Jews, and they took Jesus into that judgment hall, and there the chief priests and those who were the leaders of the Jews charged Him in that mockery of a trial with false charges. As someone said after one of our readings recently in John’s gospel, Pilate was completely out of his depth. And yet he gave in to the cries of the Jews, “Crucify him”. In the parable the Lord speaks of them as saying, “We will not that this man should reign over us”, Luke 19: 14. That is what the Jews made of this blessed holy perfect Man whom we love so much, they rejected Him. O how the Lord felt that! He knew what their rejection of Him would mean for the Jewish nation. The nation was to be cast out because of their rejection of Him. The Lord Jesus felt that keenly; that was part of His sufferings, that His very own people to whom He had come, His nation, rejected Him. 

They would be set aside by God because of that, and Jesus felt that keenly. Although in God’s grace the rejection was deferred to the stoning of Stephen, there was a finality when they rejected Christ, their own Messiah. O how He felt that in His spirit! 

And, I believe, He felt even more keenly the rejection of one whom He had chosen to be His disciple, Judas. That band which came from the Jews was led by one whom He had chosen, one of the twelve, one of those who had been with Him for over three years. Psalm 55 speaks of His feelings, He could say prophetically, “For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me—then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified himself against me—then would I have hidden myself from him; But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend ... We who held sweet intercourse together”, Psalm 55: 12–14. O how Jesus felt the pain of betrayal. These sufferings of Jesus were not His atoning sufferings—He suffered for us in atonement on the cross, and I will speak about that in a moment—but His sufferings as a Man show the perfection of what He was, and what He felt in the blessedness of His humanity. 

As well as the rejection of the Jews, He was rejected by men generally. Even in Galilee where He healed the man who had the legion of demons they did not want Him to stay. They begged Him to go away out of their coasts. Jesus did not fit into this world and He felt that. 

He had come to this world to save and to bring men to God, and Jesus felt their rejection. 

Again it came to its climax in the behaviour of the Roman soldiers in Pilate’s judgment hall when they casually scourged Him. It says, “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged him”, John 19: 1. What did he do that for? There was nothing there in Jesus that deserved the awful brutality of the Roman scourging. O dear brethren that we might be moved by these sufferings. 

But then even more keenly than that, the Lord Jesus had suffered in a place called Gethsemane as He anticipated what was to befall Him the following day. Luke says that His sweat became as great drops of blood falling down upon the earth (Luke 22: 44). He had gone from the upper room where He had spoken to His disciples of remembering Him; they had sung a hymn together and gone out to the mount of Olives and into that place. There He went a stone’s throw from them; they could still take account of Him. The sufferings of Jesus at the hands of men would be like the oblation baked in the pan. There was something there that could be taken account of; we can take account of it and be affected by it. Then in Gethsemane there was what was even more intense, and it has been suggested that it would be like the cauldron, the heat and the fire applied, as Jesus knelt there in prayer and said, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. He did not have another will, His will was to do the Father’s will, in all His perfection as seen in the oblation. Whatever the test was, whatever the trial, the evenness, the perfection of the oblation, was seen at every turn. o blessed be His name. May our hearts be freshly attracted to Him as we see in Jesus in every circumstance and in every suffering, the perfection of what the oblation speaks of. 

Now, why are we given all of that detail? In the New Testament and in the types why are we told all about these sufferings? These were not the atoning sufferings, these were not the sufferings that saved you from your sins. We are told about these sufferings because the sufferings He endured on the cross, forsaken of God, were infinitely worse than anything that I have been trying to speak about. And so Psalm 22 begins with the very words of the Lord Jesus on the cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Can you answer that question? Is there anyone here who cannot answer that in the depth of your own heart? I know why He was forsaken there; in these three hours of darkness, He bore my sins in His body on the cross. O that you might make it personal. I want to appeal to you because it is important that you understand why Jesus suffered on the cross. These sufferings were like the baking of the oblation in the oven; they could not be taken account of by the eye of man. 

During these three hours of darkness, darkness which covered the whole land from the sixth until the ninth hour, Jesus suffered there. He was made sin, the very article of it, and He suffered there for my sins, He was there for me. I trust that you can say that, dear friend, He went there for me, He was forsaken for me. We have been thinking of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, but we cannot understand fully what He bore there on the cross. We cannot enter into how much worse than anything else He had suffered it was for Him to be forsaken by His Father. This was the only time when He spoke to God that He did not say ‘Father’. Even in Gethsemane He could say ‘Father’. As He bore in His spirit and saw with perfect clarity what was about to befall Him, still He says, “My Father, if it be possible”, Matthew 26: 39. 

But now for the time that communion is broken and Jesus cries out “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” That cry arises from the cross in the darkness. It was for you and it was for me. I trust you know that for yourself. 

These verses go on; most of them speak of the way in which men reviled Him. Even as He hung upon the cross His own people used these words, “let him rescue him; let him deliver him, because he delighteth in him!” The Jews who were there at the cross said words like that; they said, “He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will have him”, Matthew 27: 43. How the Lord felt that, hanging there on that cross listening to what the chief priests were saying about Him, insulting Him in that way. O how Jesus suffered, “the just for the unjust”, my Substitute. Why? “that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18. These things give us an insight into the heart of God. Let us feed upon the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, there is no food like it. I believe, dear brethren, that it would give depth and tone to our praises. Praise is not just a light-hearted bubbling up of something, although spontaneity is right. The praise that arises to God is from hearts that have been affected by the way that love took Jesus in His suffering pathway, and then to the cross where He was forsaken by God. 

So that is seen in verse 21, “Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me”. 

There Jesus was in type on the altar, held down by the horns of the altar, and then as having suffered He can say on the cross, “It is finished”. Of course His work included His death, the shedding of His precious blood and His going into the grave, but nevertheless He could say, “It is finished”, and prophetically “Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me. I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”. My simple impression is that the praising company which is with Jesus in verse 22 is made up of those who have been brought into some appreciation of His sufferings in the part of the psalm that we have been going over. I trust that that makes sense to you, that suffering leads to praise. There are no short cuts in Christianity. The sufferings and death of Jesus are the basis for everything that is for God, in the blessed humanity of Jesus of which Mr. Darby writes so eloquently. The Holy 

Spirit would open up these scriptures to the heart of every believer who is interested. I trust there is not a believer here who is not interested in what I am speaking about. I hope that you will go and get Synopsis Volume 1 off the bookshelf some time within the next few days and read it for yourself and that you will think about what we have had today. I tell you it will make an impression. 

The Lord Jesus is seen in this psalm as in the midst of a praising company, saying, “I will declare thy name”. That is the Father’s name. As we remarked in the reading, we praise in response to the revelation of the Father. I trust there is no one here who is left out of this. I trust there is no one here who cannot answer the question, “why hast thou forsaken me?” You cannot praise God in your sins. I trust that every one here has had some feeling of responsiveness as we have been speaking about the sufferings of Jesus, and that you are able to say, Yes, I know that He did that for me, He shed His blood for me, He hung there on the cross for me. O that every one here might be able to say that He suffered as my Substitute to atone for my sins, and also to take on the whole question of sin and resolve it for ever to the glory of God; blessed be His name! 

But then, why else did He suffer? I will tell you another of the things that has impressed me greatly in Mr. Darby’s ministry. He said that we can measure our sins against the extent of the sufferings of Jesus, and that brings depth of repentance. We all fail, we all commit sins. We often remark that it does not put any premium on failure. But nevertheless we do need to be deepened in repentance and to be maintained in repentance. It is often said that we should be repenting all the time. I believe that the contemplation of the sufferings of Jesus, feeding on them, would lead to a depth of repentance in the soul and an awareness of how we are saved. As the hymn puts it, 

‘Repentance only, God requires from man, 

And faith in Christ, His well-beloved Son’. (Hymn 123) 

These two things are needed; belief is absolutely fundamental, faith in Christ, but repentance is needed too. In Peter’s preaching to the Jews in Jerusalem after the Lord was raised, he tells them, “Repent and be baptised”, Acts 2: 38. O that we might, in thinking about why Jesus suffered, be led in depth of repentance to understand more deeply what it cost Him. So you might tell a lie; somebody says, Did you do that? You say, No I never did that, but you had done. That is sin; it is as simple as that. We can get very complicated when we speak about these moral issues, but we all need to understand that even doing something as simple as that is wrong, it is a sin. We need to look at it in the light of what Jesus has suffered to redeem you and me from our sins, and it helps us not to sin. So we deepen in repentance and that helps us to go on faithful to Him. 

Contemplating the sufferings of Jesus would also help us to have a judgment of the world that did these things to Him. He suffered at the hand of man, and the world is still like that. If He came again to this world, men would treat Him in exactly the same way as they treated Him then. How would it be any different? It is the spirit of evil in the heart of man that did these things to Jesus, and the response to Him now would be exactly the same. If you really appreciate what Jesus suffered for you, how can you have any part in the world out of which He suffered to secure you? That is another aspect of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus. O dear young brother and sister, what do these things mean to you? What does Jesus feel like if a Christian family, perhaps on a Lord’s day evening, gathers round a video machine to watch a film? What does that mean to Jesus? He feels it if a young person, who does love Him and is saved, spends all his or her free time completely engrossed in whatever it might be, computer games or the literature of the world. Jesus suffered to take you out of that. We all have to go through this world, we have to go to school, we have to go to work, and we know what the defilements of the world are. But what a wonderful thing it is to come into the presence of Jesus and know what it is to be cleansed from these defilements. So how can we go on with these things from which Jesus suffered excruciatingly to save us? These are all part of what happens in the believer’s soul when you really feed on the sufferings of Christ. They change you, they change the way you live, they change the way you think and they change the way you praise. 

Even as we speak together of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus it should, I believe, have a purifying effect; on me as saying these things to you, but on you too as hearing them and understanding what I am saying. I trust that for everyone in this room, this sanctifying effect is going on. I well remember when some dear Christians were coming to the meetings in Grangemouth a few years ago, and we spoke one evening in our reading about holiness, one of them said, ‘Holiness is like righteousness, it is something God gives to us’. The answer was, ‘No, it is not, the scripture does not say that’. Righteousness is imputed; God imputes His righteousness to believers who put their trust in the Lord Jesus. But holiness is not the same. Holiness is something that is worked out in experience with the Holy Spirit and with the Lord Jesus. 

So we read these wonderful words quoted from Psalm 22, “I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. What Jesus has secured as the result of His sufferings is a praising company, a company to whom He has revealed the name of His Father, a company that is the result of His death, the result of His suffering. He can say in John 20 in declaring His Father’s name to His brethren, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17. Well, the Lord Jesus is singing the praises of His Father now. This is not just for the future, it is happening now. The Lord Jesus is active in praise to the Father, and He is desirous of having us with Him. We praise with Him, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. What a wonderful thing it is that there is a company secured as a result of the suffering and the death of Jesus, and it is a praising company. 

Well that is all I have to say, dear brethren. I have spoken about the sufferings of the Lord Jesus and the perfection of His humanity. I trust that what has been said will affect all of us, I feel the need of it for myself. We go through suffering sometimes and it can deflect us. But another blessed aspect of this One who has suffered, is that the Lord Jesus would come right alongside us, whatever we are passing through, and sympathise as no other can sympathise with us, because He has suffered more than anyone else could ever suffer. What a wonderful Lord and Saviour and Head He is, and what a wonderful Leader of the praise to the Father. 

May we have these things in our hearts as we gather tomorrow morning so that our praise will be fuller and deeper and sweeter. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
6 November 2004 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 2:4-10 (JND) [4] And if thou present an offering of an oblation baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. [5] And if thine offering be an oblation [baken] on the pan, it shall be fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. [6] Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is an oblation. [7] And if thine offering be an oblation [prepared] in the cauldron, it shall be made of fine flour with oil. [8] And thou shalt bring the oblation that is made of these things to Jehovah; and it shall be presented to the priest, and he shall bring it to the altar. [9] And the priest shall take from the oblation a memorial thereof, and shall burn it on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [10] And the remainder of the oblation [shall be] Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Psalms 22:1-26 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. [4] Our fathers confided in thee: they confided, and thou didst deliver them. [5] They cried unto thee, and were delivered; they confided in thee, and were not confounded. [6] But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and the despised of the people. [7] All they that see me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, [saying:] [8] Commit it to Jehovah let him rescue him; let him deliver him, because he delighteth in him! [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts. [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly. [11] Be not far from me, for trouble is near; for there is none to help. [12] Many bulls have encompassed me; Bashan's strong ones have beset me round. …

Hebrews 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Psalms 55 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments: an instruction. Of David.} Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication. [2] Attend unto me, and answer me: I wander about in my plaint, and I moan aloud, [3] Because of the voice of the enemy; because of the oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me, and in anger they persecute me. …

Psalms 55:12-14 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him; [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend. [14] We who held sweet intercourse together. To the house of God we walked amid the throng.

John 19:1 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him].

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Matthew 27:43 (JND) [43] He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will [have] him. For he said, I am Son of God.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.



LIFE IN CHRIST AND IN THE SAINTS

G. C. McKay 

Numbers 17: 1–11; Hosea 14: 1–8; Amos 7: 1–3 

I would like to speak, dear brethren, about the life that is in Christ as He lives on high and the various evidences of it that are given typically in this account in Numbers 17 in Aaron’s rod. 

I would like to speak also about life in the saints, and the abundant evidences of it that there can be. Each of these scriptures I have read contemplates breakdown. Numbers 17 comes in after the great rebellion of Korah. Hosea speaks about the recovery of Israel after going off in idolatry. Amos speaks of a day when Jacob is small, suffering in that way, reduced. What I would like to say is this, the fact that breakdown has come in individually, or whatever way, does not mean that things are going to fail, because they are going to be maintained to the end. We have already thought of it in prayer, how things are maintained to the end by the Holy Spirit being here. I want to speak principally of how the saints are going to be maintained by Christ in heaven, that blessed One that is living in wonderful powerful life, set out in Aaron’s rod that budded. 

The setting of the scripture is the rebellion of Korah, God’s judgment coming on the sons of rebellion—the ambitions of the flesh, fleshly assertion in the things of God, the Levites aspiring to the priesthood to usurp a position that was not theirs, and the disregard of God in all that. They challenged Moses in whom the authority of Christ is set forth and they challenged Aaron too, the priesthood of Christ being set forth in him. Over against that, not only is there the judgment that comes on these sinners, as they are described, but God immediately brings in this question of the twelve staves for the twelve tribes in Israel, for the twelve families, and which one is going to be distinguished. It is a section which I believe even the youngest would find interesting, that a prince for each father’s house had to write his name on his staff. They could not deny whose staff it was because each had put his name on it. There were twelve staves and among them, one of them had Aaron’s name on it, but I suppose there would be little to distinguish them if you did not look closely and see the name. 

They were laid out overnight before the testimony, and in the morning Moses went in to see the staves, and one of them had burst into life overnight. It is a wonderful picture of resurrection life, the power of life in Christ. The staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had budded. I suppose it is the first sign, of life in the spring-time, buds appear, the power of life beginning to show itself. Aaron’s rod had budded and brought forth buds, it is the fulness of the life in Christ that is seen. Not only had it 

blossomed but bloomed blossoms, not only brought forth fruit but ripened almonds. It is the full, blessed fact of life in a risen and heavenly Christ in power, so that there are wonderful evidences of life in Him. 

This is a figure of the life that is in Christ on high as our High Priest, the One who always lives to intercede for us. It does not say He always intercedes for us, for that would not be enough to convey the mind of the Spirit of God, but it says He always lives to intercede for us. Have you thought of that? Have you contemplated that? the life that is in heaven, the life of a Man in heaven, the life of Christ? He is living to God according to Romans 6, and as the living One He is available to us, because the reference is to Aaron, to Christ’s priesthood. He is available to us in the power of His life—that life is for our benefit. In the morning each had to take his staff, his name was on it, he could not deny it, it was just the same staff that was laid up the night before and not a sign of life, just a dry staff. Eleven dry staves were there, and we have to do that too, we have to take our staff and say there is no sign of life in me. 

According to nature, according to what I am there is no essential life in me at all, but thank God there is one staff that budded, there is life in Christ, and Jehovah recalls that staff before the testimony. The other staves cannot stand there, they cannot give pleasure to God, but Aaron’s staff is taken before the testimony. It is a figure of the wonderful life that is in Christ. 

Hebrews brings that out, not only the apostleship of Christ in bringing out the truth as Moses did, but the priesthood of Christ maintaining everything for God in the saints at the highest possible level, bringing out in the saints power to go through, not only to go through the wilderness but to be maintained in the service of God. 

Romans 8 also speaks about Christ interceding for us. The Lord Jesus has died, but then He had been raised up, He is at the right hand of God it says, who also intercedes for us. Then it says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”—the love of that blessed One who is living on high for us. 

Nothing can separate us from it, and it is active. Just look at the figure—it is budding, it has blossoms, it has ripened almonds, the fulness of life, all in Christ. In Christ, that is where our life is; if there is any life in us it is through Him and in Him that life exists. In Christ, everything is seen fully. If you take the matter of faith, in Hebrews 11, you have those who walked the path of faith and died in faith, but in Hebrews 12 you get the Leader and Completer of faith. It is not only that the Lord’s pathway was a pathway of faith, but in Him the whole thing was set forth in perfection from beginning to end. He is the Originator of it and the Completer of it, so everything is in fulness in Christ. In us there is so much that is mixed and partial, but everything is in Christ in fulness and this scripture brings out the life that is in Christ in fulness. He is living to intercede for us, He is caring for us, He is available to us. 

My thought is this then, if these wonderful features of life come out in Aaron’s rod, should they not come out in the saints? Should features of life, powerful life and beautiful life not come out in the saints? Beauties mark this rod, it is a beautiful rod, it is Christ in resurrection, a heavenly, risen Christ. It is remarkable the figures in the Old Testament that give us Christ exalted on high, the blessed anointed One, to bring out His beauty and His glory. There is the oil upon the head, in Psalm 133, that ran down upon the beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments. It is Christ on high glorified, and His wondrous grace and beauty on high as our great High Priest, and here you have the wonderful glory and greatness of Christ living on high. If only I could get hold of that thought more, and would that I could convey it and by the Holy Spirit bring it into our hearts more, that Jesus is a living Man; He is living in fulness of life on high, pleasing to God in every way. But then, He is living on our account too, living to intercede for us and to maintain us in life. We will only be maintained in life 

and continue in the testimony for God’s pleasure as we have that blessed One in the faith of our hearts and in our affections, that we might appropriate Him as High Priest. His love is there, nothing can separate us from it. 

He will take us by the hand, as Hebrews tells us. He takes hold of the seed of Abraham. He will be gracious and understanding too for all our weaknesses and all that side of things. He is fully qualified as Hebrews brings out, through suffering in the pathway here, through His death and resurrection; and through who He is, He is qualified as priest after the order of Melchisedec, a priest who lives in indissoluble life— indissoluble, it cannot be changed, no dissolution attached to that life, it is eternal, the life of a blessed Man who is also a divine Person. He is living in resurrection power and His grace and love are towards us, and we have to lay hold on Him so that we understand there is a living Man in heaven. As for myself, I am just a dry stick, I am just a stave and there is no life in me, but there is life in Christ. You have to acknowledge that, you cannot pretend to anything yourself, but God has chosen One Man to be High Priest. Then how beautiful to think of it, that He is available for us, the rod of Aaron is available to administer in grace towards us. No doubt much could be drawn from that doctrinally, but you can see, even from a glance at some of the epistles and the gospels, that life is in us because it is in Christ. 

It says in Romans, for example, that not only have we to be saved through His death and the shedding of His blood, but we have to be saved in the power of His life. We are actually saved currently because of the power of life in Christ, and that includes His grace towards us as our High Priest caring for us. If life has to be maintained in us, it only can be so because of the One who lives on high for us and intercedes for us and cares for us. In Romans He intercedes to get us through the wilderness, through all the tribulations and distress. In Hebrews He is 

the great High Priest who intercedes to maintain us at the highest level at the service of God, that we might approach with a pure heart, that we might be able to enter into priestly activity towards God Himself. For that life is necessary in the saints. 

It says in Romans 6 that He died to sin once for all, and in that He lives, He lives to God. A verse in Hebrews speaks of Melchisedec, one of whom the testimony is, that he lives. The testimony is that he lives, not like the dying priests of the Jewish dispensation. How wonderful to embrace that in your soul and to understand a little of it, so that there might be life in our souls. We remarked in the reading that life has to be developed in us, eternal life being an end to be reached. There is the thought of justification of life in Romans, something coming out in the saints. Then there is the thought of grace reigning through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ. Life is clearly in view. We get walking in newness of life down here in Romans 6. 

Then in Romans 7 you find what you are, that there is no life in you, you find in the flesh there is nothing for God at all, you find you need a new husband, as it says, “ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God”, Romans 7: 4. The object is that there might be fruit in us because we have such a Husband and such a Deliverer, that there might be life in our souls. By the Spirit there is also such a thing, even in the wilderness path, as the Spirit life on account of righteousness. These are wonderful things, dear brethren. 

The Lord Jesus says in John’s gospel, “because I live ye also shall live”, John 14: 19. If we are going to live at all, if there is any spiritual life in us, it is because He is living, that is its origin. The great thought is that the saints are to be maintained in life and vitality down here, not murmuring in the flesh, but judging the flesh and esteeming what is in Christ. 

I went to Hosea because of the remarkable assembly of figures of life that come into chapter 14, I do not know if there is any other place in scripture where you get such a varied and rich collection of statements about a person. It is about a recovered believer, someone who went off and was recovered. I wanted to point that out. Aaron’s rod that budded came in on account of failure, meaning that in spite of the failure the saints are going to be maintained in life, in spite of all that is around in Christendom, in spite of all the rebellion that exists. Here you get Ephraim, and as you read through Hosea, and find the sad things that are said about him, and how God appealed to him, you see how dreadful was his state, but when we come to chapter 14 he is recovered. There is life in recovery. Recovery is not just to a position, recovery involves life springing up again in a person’s soul. 

Job speaks about that, how if a tree is cut down, there is hope for a tree. Sometimes we think if someone loses their way, leaves the company of the saints and goes off, perhaps in very great self-will, there is no hope, but Job says there is hope for a tree that is cut down. If God acts judicially in regard to a person and he finds himself under God’s discipline, then there is hope for that tree. It speaks most beautifully of what might happen with such a tree, as life begins to show itself. The scripture I am alluding to is in Job 14: 7–9, “For there is hope for a tree—if it be cut down, it will sprout again, and its tender branch will not cease; Though its roots grow old in the earth, and its stock die in the ground. Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and put forth boughs like a young plant”. Thus in recovery there can be remarkable freshness of life, and that is what recovery involves, I think, freshness of life being secured for God. Everything, in a sense, now, is on the basis of recovery, if we are here in any measure in this great matter of life it is because we have been recovered persons. We have to take things up on that kind of basis. Nebuchadnezzar was a tree cut down too. It speaks of the stock or stump of that tree bound with bands of brass and iron, and God not allowing anything to develop, but eventually He did and so recovery involves life. 

Here, at the beginning of Hosea 14 a change takes place. There is an appeal to which Ephraim must have answered, “Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity” and so on. There is a return to God, and following on the first three verses which speak about recovery and repentance, which is essential, you find God begins to speak most wonderfully about Ephraim. “I will heal their backsliding”—healing is necessary, if we have damaged ourselves in self-will there has to be healing brought in, all the damage has to be repaired in our souls and minds and consciences. Then, “I will love them freely”. 

You think of all the things that are said of Ephraim, that is Israel, in a condemnatory way and then God says, “I will love them freely”. There is going to be no limit, for through repentance God brings about recovery, and we know through the work of Christ there is a basis for God’s love to flow, “for mine anger is turned away from him”. 

And then we get these images, these figures of life developing—“I will be as the dew unto Israel” it is the divine favour beginning to affect the people, and we get the blossoming, “he shall blossom as the lily”. I suppose the lily in scripture is a symbol of the perfection and beauty of spiritual life, the work of God in the saints, “he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon”—cast forth his roots suggests a development that is not seen, what is beneath the surface. The roots are being spread, involving that the person is stable and developed in his spiritual affections; he is finding his place, finding his feet again but in a secret sense. “His shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree”—there is a spiritual touch about the person. These are all features that should come out in us now, dear brethren, because we are recovered persons, and that is what God is looking for, the power of life in recovery. It all depends on Aaron’s rod that budded and our great High Priest on high who intercedes for us. Why would we ever return I suppose, but that He intercedes for us? His beauty as the olive-tree speaks of the spiritual beauty, then the smell as Lebanon. These are real things, it is more than poetic, there is spiritual meaning in it; in a person in whom there is spiritual life, there is a spiritual smell, a good odour; when you are in their company there is something fine about them, something that will do you good, something pleasing about them in a spiritual sense. 

So they return and sit under God’s shadow. They shall revive as corn, is another allusion; there is to be a crop for God. The blossom of the vine means that, through this, there is to be an element of joy. We spoke about joy in the reading and it comes in in recovery, “they shall ... blossom as the vine—the renown thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon”. It might seem an unusual scripture to select for life coming out in the saints, for persons bearing fruit to God as being to Another, as coming into the gain of the life that is in Christ. That is the way we all have to come, the way of repentance and recovery so that these beautiful features should be seen in us. The green fir tree is the permanent feature that appears. He says, “I am like a green fir-tree”. It is not just a momentary matter, the person is going to remain green, whatever the weather, there will be life. There are different voices in verse 8, “Ephraim {shall say}, What have I to do any more with idols?” And then in the brackets God speaks and says “I answer {him}, and I will observe him”—God is watching and He will answer him. And then Ephraim says, “I am like a green fir-tree”—he is conscious of the life that is in himself in recovery. Then God says, “From me is thy fruit found”. It is all from God, which relates to what I was saying, if there is anything in us it comes from Christ on high, from our great High Priest. 

Now, in Amos, Jacob is reduced, he is small. You do not get here an array of beautiful features of life, but you do get life. Things are small, but there is a shooting up of the latter growth in this short section—something shooting up. We do not live in great times. We need to admit, to understand Jacob is small. How much we ought to feel things, dear brethren, the failure in responsibility, all that has come in. We can perhaps look back to what Christ has secured for Himself in the past, but the point is, What is there now? Now is the time of the latter growth. Thank God I think we can see that, a shooting up of the latter growth among the saints. There is something in the way of life showing itself, and may it show itself more. 

There is a concern about it because the locusts are about to destroy it in the vision. The prophet is affected by this, concerned because God showed him locusts destroying it all so that there might be nothing at all. 

Now one of the reasons I read this scripture was this, that in such a situation where there is evidence, really undeniable evidence of life, in whatever small a day, there is something called for, I think, in us, and that is a spirit of intercession—Amos intercedes. I suppose we could bring into it too what we have been speaking about, the intercession of Christ as our great High Priest. There is intercession, “I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, beseech thee!” 

What a feeling intercession! “How shall Jacob arise?” Jacob speaks of Israel in its responsibility, “How shall Jacob arise?” How will he arise and take up his responsibility in the presence of God, for he is small? It says, “Jehovah repented for this—It shall not be”. So the locusts did not come and the latter growth was preserved. I think we ought to be concerned about that, dear brethren. We know Christ is concerned, and I believe if there is anything amongst us in the way of life, it can only be preserved by the intercession of Christ, our great High Priest. But then, I think there should be a corresponding sense in our own souls of the need to intercede with God that the locusts 

should not come, that there should not be anything that would call a halt to this matter of the latter growth. We should look round our localities, look for it and see it and foster it and pray for it shooting up. It points to the presence of the Holy Spirit that something shoots up. That is the thought in it. The Holy Spirit is here to the end of the dispensation in the souls of the saints, and so you get the shooting up of the latter growth. 

Well, I trust these thoughts might commend themselves to us, and might stir us up and encourage us too, so that things might continue among us in life as we lay hold of our great High Priest on high, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
28 June 2003 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 17:1-11 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. [4] And thou shalt lay them up in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I meet with you. [5] And it shall come to pass, that the man whom I shall choose, his staff shall bud forth; and I will make to cease from before me the murmurings of the children of Israel, that they murmur against you. [6] And Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and all their princes gave him a staff, one staff for each prince according to their fathers' houses, twelve staves, and the staff of Aaron was among their staves. [7] And Moses laid the staves before Jehovah in the tent of the testimony. [8] And it came to pass, when on the morrow Moses went into the tent of the testimony, behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and ripened almonds. [9] And Moses brought out all the staves from before Jehovah to all the children of Israel, and they looked and took each one his staff. [10] And Jehovah said to Moses, Bring Aaron's staff again before the testimony, to be kept as a token for the sons of rebellion, that thou mayest put an end to their murmurings before me, that they may not die. [11] And Moses did so: as Jehovah had commanded him, so did he.

Hosea 14:1-8 (JND) [1] O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. [2] Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive [us] graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips. [3] Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, [Thou art] our God; because in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. [4] I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from him. [5] I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. [6] His shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. [7] They shall return and sit under his shadow; they shall revive [as] corn, and blossom as the vine: the renown thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. [8] Ephraim [shall say], What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer [him], and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found.

Amos 7:1-3 (JND) [1] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings. [2] And it came to pass, when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [3] Jehovah repented for this: It shall not be, said Jehovah.

Numbers 17 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. …

Numbers 17 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

John 14:19 (JND) [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live.

Job 14:7-9 (JND) [7] For there is hope for a tree: if it be cut down, it will sprout again, and its tender branch will not cease; [8] Though its root grow old in the earth, and its stock die in the ground, [9] Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and put forth boughs like a young plant.

Hosea 14 (JND) [1] O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. [2] Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive [us] graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips. [3] Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, [Thou art] our God; because in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. …



EXTRACT

The fact was that though Jacob had come face to face with God at Peniel, and had learned how to prevail with God for blessing, yet his associations had not been purified; his household was not clear of idolatrous associations—it was the knowledge of this that kept him away from Bethel. When we have been in Padan-Aram we pick up things that are not at all suited to Bethel. That is the secret why many do not reach Bethel; they are conscious that if they had to do with God in His own house many things would have to go; and they are not prepared to let them go. The Corinthians were in idolatrous associations, and this, with other things, hindered their growth; they were only babes, and precious things could not be ministered to them. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Genesis’, pp.217, 218) 
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