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READINESS FOR TRANSLATION

W. McKillop 

Hebrews 11: 5; Romans 8: 9, 10; 2 Corinthians 5: 1–3; Colossians 3: 1–4 

What is on my heart, beloved brethren, is to say a word with the Lord’s help on being fitted and ready for translation. Enoch represents this thought in both Genesis and Hebrews and he is spoken about again in Jude as one who prophesies about the coming of the Lord. Hebrews tells us that by faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death. Clearly faith would be basic to being fitted for translation. No one without faith will be translated when the Lord comes. Enoch, the apostle tells us, was translated by faith. Faith is a gift from God. He has dealt to each believer a measure of faith. God has taken account of what you will meet in your Christian pathway and He has dealt to you a measure of faith that will enable you to go through whatever comes up in the way of testing and discipline and to go through with a view to being ready for translation, it says of Enoch in Genesis that he walked with God so that clearly, before he was translated, his faith was active, and active in a way that led him to be more and more at home with God, for he walked with God. It says he walked with God three hundred years, a time much longer than any of us is privileged to walk with God because our life spans are much shorter. That not only represents the wisdom of God to curtail the development of wickedness in the world, but it also shows how God can compress things because the Spirit of God is here. He can work out in the lifetime of somebody here what was worked out in three hundred years in the life of Enoch. We must not think, therefore, that not living eight or nine hundred years is a disadvantage. How quickly God can effectuate what He has in view in persons! 

It is remarkable that after Methuselah was born, Enoch began to walk with God. Perhaps he saw something in Methuselah that exercised him. Jude, of course, would say that Enoch was exercised about what he saw in the world, that it was full of ungodly sinners who were speaking ungodlily against God. His soul was troubled as to that and he prophesied that the Lord would come amidst His holy myriads to deal with all such persons. We need to keep that in mind, too, because the apostle tells us that the Lord Jesus will be revealed “from heaven, with the angels of his power, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 7, 8. As we take sober account, therefore, of what is about us in the world, it would lead us to see the value of walking with God, because you may be very sure that in walking with God we shall not be walking in what is spiritually Sodom and Egypt. God is not walking there. He says in 2 Corinthians 6, as Paul quotes the prophet Isaiah,” come out from the midst of them “(v.17), and “I will dwell among them, and walk among them” (2 Corinthians 6: 16). 

Enoch was walking apart from the course of things here. When Methuselah was born it says Enoch walked with God. There is nothing discreditable said about Methuselah in scripture but there is nothing creditable said about him either. Enoch walked with God for one hundred and eighty-seven years after Methuselah was born. Methuselah begot a son and called his name Lemech, but there is no indication that he was interested in the walk of his father Enoch. Enoch walked with God, it would seem, one hundred and thirteen years after Methuselah begot Lemech, but there is no evidence that it promoted those features with Methuselah. What this points to, I suppose, for us is that we may be close to persons who have no interest in translation, who have no interest in walking with God out of this scene into another world. It is not said exactly where Enoch walked with God, but it must have been outside the 

course of things here, because not long afterwards God brings the flood to deal with the flesh, because He saw that “all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth”, Genesis 6: 12. What I would seek to interest us in, beloved brethren, is in our being Enochs and not Methuselahs. 

Mr. Taylor said of Methuselah that he lived a long featureless life, he lived nine hundred and sixty-nine years and there is not one thing said to his spiritual credit about his entire lifetime. 

This, of course, does not mean that at the present time an old person cannot be affected and begin to move with the Spirit in relation to a walk out of the world into the scene where Christ is the Centre. By faith Enoch was translated so that he should not see death. It would be a wonderful thing not to see death. It would be a right desire on the part of every believer, to be alive when the Lord comes. Not that death would dismay us because it simply means that in an instant we are absent from the body and present with the Lord. But we should all like to be alive when the Lord comes. I think that would be normal Christian desire. 

Then it adds, “was not found”. You might wonder who looked for him; perhaps Methuselah did. Perhaps he wondered what had become of Enoch! Where is my father? We have not seen him for days. Well, he is not in this scene any longer! Methuselah went on until the year that the flood came and then, in mercy, God took him away so he would not come into that judgment. Enoch was not found because God had translated him. God must have had peculiar pleasure in Enoch. Why should we not afford God pleasure in that sense? You hear Christians speaking about the fact that the Lord is coming, ‘Yes I am hoping or waiting for the Lord to come’. But what characterises me while I am waiting? What characterised Enoch was that he was walking with God. It says, “before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God”. I would ask each one of us here, Do I have any sense of the pleasure of God in me? And at some point we will be so delightful to Him that He will translate us. We may think that the translation is an arbitrary matter. 

From one point of view it is, because it is the exercise of the power of God by Christ to take us up. But what a wonderful thing to have a sense in our souls that we have pleased God. It says, notice, “he has the testimony”. At what point he received this, or how it came in his soul, scripture does not say. I would judge it was early in his walking with God; “he has the testimony that he had pleased God”. I would encourage the younger brethren to begin to think about this, that early in your life you can have the testimony in your own soul that you are pleasing God. Certainly, those of us who are older ought to have this as a secret source of strength and encouragement. I would encourage you to be very concerned about pleasing God. The only way I know to please God is to be on the line of faith and righteousness. 

These two verses in Romans 8 deal with righteousness. The apostle says, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you”. It is a wonderful matter to arrive at that consciously, that the Spirit of God is dwelling in us, that He is not there conducting warfare all the time. He is not there constantly reproving us because we want to go down to Egypt, or into Sodom, or off into Babylon. He is dwelling there because He has acquired scope in persons who have been made subject by the glad tidings. They have come under the authority of Christ and by faith they have come into the kingdom of God, so the Spirit is dwelling in them. He says, “but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him—but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness”. I would connect this thought of “the Spirit life on account of righteousness” with Enoch’s walk. He walked by faith, but clearly his walk was righteous. A moral feature that helps us to be ready for translation is that we are walking in righteousness. Righteousness means we are doing what is right toward God, toward Christ, toward the Spirit, toward the brethren, the fellowship; we are doing what is right with regard to men, and with regard to our families. We cannot do what is wrong or unrighteous before God and seek to justify it on the ground we are doing something right toward our natural relatives or toward men. Righteousness means that everything is right according to the righteousness of God. 

The Spirit is the power for that, for he says, “the Spirit life on account of righteousness”. This is life in the sense of power. It means that you have the power morally to deal with things because the Spirit is life on account of righteousness. Persons may say, ‘I know that is right, but I just cannot do it’. That is disregarding the fact that the Spirit is life on account of righteousness. One of the greatest advantages the believer has at the present time is that the Spirit is life on account of righteousness, life in the sense of power, power to do things according to God. That is my second point in speaking about being fitted and ready for translation. The first is faith that leads us out of the world as walking with God, and the second is righteousness fulfilled here in the wilderness by persons who have the Spirit. 

I read in 2 Corinthians 5 because if we are interested in translation, if we are interested in being caught up to be with the Lord as the apostle says to the Thessalonians, we certainly ought to be interested in what that involves. He says, “For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed”. Well, that is always the possibility. The older brethren here would join with me in saying that we go from day to day counting on the mercy of God. 

What He said through Moses was that “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years”, Psalm 90: 10. Some of the beloved brethren here have exceeded that in the wisdom and mercy of God. We know that if the Lord does not come before, our earthly tabernacle house will be dissolved by death. But the apostle says, “we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”. It is wonderful to think about that. The “tabernacle house” he speaks of is provisional; it was set up, we might say, when we were born, but it can be taken down by death at any time that the will of the Lord indicates, but we have “a building from God”. We spoke earlier today about the fact that Jehovah Elohim built the woman. This must enter into that in its final thought, that we have a building from God, something that God has prepared for us. The Lord said, I go to prepare you a place” (John 14: 2); that is a great thing to think of, that there is a great heavenly realm that He has prepared for us. The apostle says, “we have a building from God”. It is something that God Himself has prepared for us. He does not say, ‘a body’, but “a house not made with hands”. Have you thought about that, this provisional tabernacle will be replaced with a permanent dwelling? It is eternal in the heavens. It is there according to the purpose of God, but in due time we shall receive this. If we are looking for the Lord to come, and if we desire to be translated, we certainly want to think about the conditions that the translation will involve. One of them is that it is a “building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”. 

I would like you to think, beloved brethren, about the connection between this and what is said in Revelation where, when John sees the bride, the Lamb’s wife coming down, he sees a city. A city according to our ordinary experience is composed of houses. The holy city will involve that we shall be there suitably housed and, I might say, extremely sociable in a spiritual sense, because the whole scene will be governed by love. We all like in some degree to be sociable. What God is saying here through the apostle is, ‘I have selected your society for you. I have prepared a habitation for you and it is going to involve spiritual sociability eternally’. I would suggest the persons who are ready for translation are spiritually sociable now. We could not really think from a moral point of view of the 

Lord taking up persons like the Galatians who were biting and devouring one another. That is just the activity of the flesh and would certainly not fit us for translation. The solemn truth is that the Lord died to remove that order of man so that as together in our localities we might be extremely sociable spiritually, because we are going to come into conditions that are like that in actuality. This is the great element of hope that the apostle is speaking about. Notice he says, “ardently desiring to have put on our house which is from heaven”, not, ‘ardently desiring to put it on’, but to “have put it on”. He is saying, ‘I want to really put it on, the house from heaven. I do not just want to think about putting it on some time, but I want to have put it on’. I would like to encourage us to think about “having put on our house which is from heaven”. Not just the hope of putting it on, but the actuality of having done so. That would mark persons who please God. They are not thinking about things here, they are thinking about what they are coming into and they want the actuality of it. I must say it grows on me the more I think about it. I want the actuality of it, I want to have put it on, not just to say to you to cheer you that some day we shall do it, but to stir up in all of us this ardent desire to have put it on. He says, “if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked”. 

Translation will involve the most wonderful conditions for us, therefore the passage in Colossians challenges us as to the bent of our minds. He says, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above”. It is difficult for me to believe that anybody who is not thinking about the things that are above would be interested in leaving the things that are here below. He says, “have your mind on the things that are above”. That would be a feature marking the person ready for translation; his mind is on the things that are above. If you ask what these things are, I could do no better than tell you what Mr. Taylor and Mr. Raven both said, they are the things in Hebrews 12, those eight things that we have come to (Hebrews 12: 22–24). Those are the things above. 

Then he adds, “not on the things that are on the earth”. A man whose mind is on the things that are on the earth would hardly be interested in translation because his whole outlook, the whole bent of his mind, is bound up with what is on the earth, whether it be recreation, or sport, or business, or family, or links with persons who are not in the truth. These are all things on the earth. He says, “have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth”. The reason for it is that ye have died. 

One of the things we least realise is that we died in the death of Christ. It is just as much an item of faith that we died with Christ as that He died for us. But most believers are content to stop with the faith that Christ died for them, so they are like the two and a half tribes, they are not prepared to go over Jordan. They may speak thankfully about the Red Sea, which is Christ’s death for us, but they are not interested in laying hold of the great fact that when Christ died, we died with Him. He says, “for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God”, but he also says, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ”. That is another great item of faith. If we died with Christ, we also rose with Christ. Not literally, but it is an item that faith lays hold of, that when the Lord died we died with Him. That is the teaching of Jordan, but that must work out practically in our lives. As we have come to the end of this first day of meetings, is your mind, is my mind over Jordan, or is it on the things that are on the earth? Now, you will be clear that I am not suggesting in any sense that you be negligent in your ordinary affairs. What I am urging is that your mind be dwelling across Jordan. That is where Caleb’s mind was all those years that he went through the wilderness with people that wanted to go back to Egypt, and who died in the wilderness. They lost their lives in the testimony of God because their minds were not over Jordan. Let our minds be over Jordan because our life is hid with the Christ in God. That is where it is. Our life is not in the wilderness, it is certainly not in Egypt because that is under judgment, but our life is with Christ on the other side of death. 

He says, “When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”. Translation leads to manifestation. Enoch is going to come out in manifestation. He was taken up, you might say, secretly, he “was not found, because God had translated him”. Some day that will be true of us, beloved brethren; we will not be found because God will have translated us. But we shall have been translated to come out in glory with Christ and we shall be fully equal inwardly and outwardly to that manifestation. We shall have our house from heaven, which God has prepared. We shall be conformed to the image of God’s Son, and we shall be manifested with Him in glory. It is not the time of glory publicly now, it is the time of reproach. Peter says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”, 1 Peter 4: 14. That is the secret matter that we can discern about ourselves. As we share the reproach of Christ, the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon us. But the time of manifestation is coming. 

What a time it will be when the whole assembly from Pentecost to the rapture comes out with Christ in glory. That would lead us to seek to walk with God out of this world and to seek to walk out of the wilderness across Jordan into the land. Mr. Raven said many years ago. God never asked a man to give up something without first showing him something better. What He is showing us by the Spirit is that goodly land across Jordan. The Lord is urging, through those who serve us in love, to just get into the current of the Spirit and move with Him out of the wilderness into that goodly land to explore all its heavenly and blessed features. May every one of us be more concerned about being fitted and ready for translation. 

Address at Adelaide
1 April 1994 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.

Romans 8:9-10 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness.

2 Corinthians 5:1-3 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 (JND) [7] and to you that are troubled repose with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with [the] angels of his power, [8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ;

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

2 Corinthians 6:16 (JND) [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people.

Genesis 6:12 (JND) [12] And God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Psalms 90:10 (JND) [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12:22-24 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, [23] the universal gathering; and to [the] assembly of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to [the] spirits of just [men] made perfect; [24] and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to [the] blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel.

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]



THE TEACHING OF THE GRACE OF GOD

D. E. Burr 

Titus 2: 11–14 

I suppose we are all here tonight as persons who have got the gain of the appearing of the “grace of God which carries with it salvation”. We would be persons who know what it is to be saved, have our sins forgiven, and who have some appreciation of the grace of God which our brother has just referred to in his prayer. But this passage, which is often used rightly in the preaching of the glad tidings, I think, has a continuing bearing upon us; bearing upon saved persons because it teaches us certain things. I expect we have all be turning over in our minds in the last month or two what God would teach us. It is another question, of course, as to what we learn. We can all go back in our thoughts to school-days, times we have sat under teachers; at the end of the time you are examined as to what you have learnt. I think it is quite clear that God is currently seeking to teach something, and the challenge to our hearts would be as to what we might have learnt. It is to be noted that it is the grace of God that teaches; it is not dogmatic, not forceful, not arbitrary but it is what is attractive, what would appeal to us, appeal to our spiritual sensibilities. The grace of God is operating in teaching us, so that even if there are circumstances of pressure, times of testing and trial, we would seek to trace in those circumstances the expression of the grace of God. 

Now this passage expresses certain things that the grace of God teaches. First of all there is what is denied, “having denied impiety and worldly lusts”. So there is that which pertains to us by nature which we are called upon to deny; that is we cease to allow room for these things, impiety and worldly lusts, they are not to mark us. But there is what is positive, and that is what I just had a simple impression to draw attention to, that “we should live soberly, and justly, and piously”. The note tells us that the word “soberly” is ‘with self-restraint and consideration, or sound mind; as ‘discreet’, Titus 1: 8’. It is not legality, it is not the absence of feeling, it is not the absence of liberty, but I think that God might have something to say to us just as to being sober. I think events that have weighed upon us would carry that message, that God is looking for sobriety. Maybe we would have to say that in certain aspects there has been a lack, but we would be engaged with the positive side of what God might teach us at the present time that we should live soberly. 

I do not propose to say much more about that but just to call attention to the fact that it is here in God’s word, and it is, I think, a continuing thing that we are being taught currently, to live soberly. That is to weigh things, to give due consideration to what is right; be marked by this consideration and discretion, a sound mind, these things are to speak to us of themselves. We are not called upon to enumerate things exactly, but to raise exercise that whatever God has in mind might mark us—to live soberly, and justly. I suppose we can all look back on things that have happened that are unjust, things that have happened in our lives, in our relationships, even in assembly history and administration, things that may not have been just. But the grace of God is teaching us that that is a character, a quality of how we should live, we should live justly and piously. I expect we have all had various definitions given to us as to piety, and they relate to God coming into our circumstances according as we allow Him. God would teach us that that is to be a characteristic feature of our manner of life, that we should be marked by what is pious. Events happen that test us as to how far we may live piously. At home we have recently had our house broken into, burglars going all over the place. Then is that kind of thing going to divert you from living piously? Well, it is one of the ways God would speak that we are to live piously. 

Then to be “awaiting”, our hymn has reminded us of what is before us, “the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”. What could be more blessed than that, to live here in the light of that glorious appearing? We await, as we have been already reminded today, the Lord’s coming to quicken the dead and change the living; how soon that may be! We gather day by day, we live day by day in the anticipation of the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We speak about these things, and we want to keep them living, vital in our affections and in our practice. So it says, “who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us”, not here redeem us exactly from the claims of the enemy, although that would be part of it, but “redeem us from all lawlessness”. That is not only lawlessness in the world, I suppose, but lawlessness in my own heart, lawlessness possibly in my own practice. The Lord has been given; we speak about the cost to Him. How great it has been! We read several reasons for which the Lord has given Himself, and one is that He has given Himself “that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works”. That is that we are not exactly only individuals, we are to pursue things as individuals, we live soberly, justly and piously as individuals, but then God has in view securing “to himself a peculiar people”, a company; that is you and me and the brethren, all of us set together, “a peculiar people, zealous for good works”. 

Well, I say no more. Scripture speaks for itself. I just seek to draw our attention to the fact that according to this scripture the grace of God is teaching us, and may we be increasingly amenable to the teaching of God, for the Lord’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
15 November 1994 

 


Scripture references

Titus 2:11-14 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

Titus 1:8 (JND) [8] but hospitable, a lover of goodness, discreet, just, pious, temperate,



THE TEACHER IS COME AND CALLS THEE

K. G. Samways 

John 11: 28 

I felt, and have felt since Lord’s day that the Lord has clearly spoken to us, beloved brethren. Our brother who has just spoken may be unaware of the subject of the reading on Lord’s day. 

We spoke together of the positive side of divine teaching, drawing from, “But ye have not thus learnt the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 20. The teaching is still continuing. What a Teacher we have! O, to get some sound of His voice! He is here. He has come. He is here presently, beloved brethren, He has come and He is calling. The appeal goes out to us each one not to miss the sound of that voice, it is calling in this present hour. 

The lessons are hard, the teaching is on a one to one basis. I love to think of that; the Teacher draws alongside the pupil just to see how the pupil is getting on. Think of Him conveying His own mind in the middle of a lesson. Beloved Mr. Lyon spoke to a brother of ninety in our locality, who had a difficulty about a certain situation, and said to him, Dear brother, the exam has been set, and I do not want you to fail in it. The brother passed the exam. What exams have been set! What exams have been set in God’s school! I love to think of that. God is interested in His pupils. The discipline, the love, the grace, that our brother has spoken of, we are learning, it is a time for formation. I have gone on too long myself in a form of things—the learning is to be real. God is seeking, the Lord Jesus is seeking reality in individuals; let us not miss it. “The teacher is come and calls thee”. Think of that! No individual here present this evening is beyond the Teacher. What grace relates to the teaching, we are learning the Christ. 

We are soon to be with Him, no more to go out. What a time that will be, the teaching over, the exams passed, when we shall be like Him. The formation in this time scene will be completed, the lessons that have been learned in the sanctuary, in God’s school made effective. The Spirit of God is working in the hearts of those that love Christ, to bring about something that relates to the likeness of the Teacher in the lessons that we are passing through. We shall be like Him. Think of that! Beloved brothers, beloved sisters, beloved younger and older persons, the Teacher is come and calls thee. May we hear His call. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
15 November 1994 

 


Scripture references

John 11:28 (JND) [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee.

Ephesians 4:20 (JND) [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ,



CHRIST AS THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

D. E. Remmington 

John 11: 25 “I am the resurrection and the life” 

Our beloved brethren have already referred tonight to the Lord’s voice to us in His taking one and another to Himself recently, for He would have us all universally learn and gain from these sorrows. Now what has been said has confirmed one in a simple impression that He would seek to bring us at the present time to know Him as “the resurrection and the life”. All true believers know the Lord as their Saviour and as the One who is their Deliverer from the wrath to come, but further than that. He would draw attention to Himself as the “resurrection and the life” 

now. A service which the Spirit loves to render is to draw attention to Christ, and as He is exalted and made way for by us, we prove, as we have proved today already, the support, the help, the solace that He can be to us. This would encourage us to prove that all that we need can be found in Him. He would therefore say to us at the present time, “I am the resurrection and the life”. Perhaps there is a hint in that “I am” of the greatness of His person, but in circumstances of sorrow He would draw attention to Himself with a view to our hearts being freshly drawn to Him. 

When Martha said, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11: 21), she perhaps showed that she had queries in her mind as to why Lazarus had died, but the Lord allowed him to die with a view to teaching her that He, Himself, was to be for her “the resurrection and the life”. As passing through a scene of death, weakness, sorrow and suffering—and how much of this there has been in recent times—we are to come to an enhanced appreciation of the One who is the “resurrection and the life”. So I believe He would draw attention to Himself today as the One who is sufficient for every need and circumstance, whatever they may be. In assembly exercises, personal matters, household matters. He is the One who is great enough to be the answer to every need and sorrow. He is the One who has conquered death. How thankful we are, in a scene of death, sorrow, and suffering, to know the One who has broken the power of death, having come forth victoriously from the grave. Further He would associate us with Himself in His own realm of life on the other side of death. 

Now that challenges me as to where my life really is. How much is my life just like the life of people generally around us, bound up with what is natural, occupied just with things here? We are reminded that everything here is bounded by death, and in the presence of death we are thankful for the One who is the resurrection, but I believe He has in view that every one of us should find our life in Himself where He is. He has gone through death and is now in glory, and He would attract so that we might find our life increasingly in Himself in that realm beyond death. We need to fulfil responsibilities here of course—we would all realise that—but where is your heart? Where is my heart? Where are our desires centred? Are they just centred on things of earth, things which fail, things which fade, are subject to death, weakness, suffering, and pass away? But the life which the Lord is speaking about relates to what will never pass away, nor fail, nor corrode, nor rust, nor spoil. The best and finest things of earth are subject to death, but this scene of life, which the Lord was teaching Martha about, is the realm of bliss, peace, joy, the realm where we shall soon be in actuality. 

We look forward to that time, but at the present time I believe He would wean us from this present world, so that we might the more find our life now in that realm beyond death. 

However, everything is centred in the Person. While the realm where He is is involved, it is the Person who would attract us out of this scene of death and sorrow. Yet it is a scene of human joys as well. We might well be glad of the relief side, but then there are the things which we naturally like to live in. He would have us be drawn away in spirit from everything here, every person here, to Himself where He is in that realm beyond death, to prove the blessedness of what He Himself can be to us. 

Martha and Mary had known the Lord; He had been a good Friend of the family, they had loved Him, but He was not supreme to them. However He allowed the death of Lazarus to come in, in order that they might learn the lesson that He Himself was to be paramount in 

their affections. He would draw them away from all the sorrow, and eclipse their earthly joys too. We can be thankful that God gives us all things richly to enjoy, but in spirit and in affection, do we just live in earthly things? Or do we find our life, our joy and our all in Christ and in the things of Christ? I believe He would make a fresh appeal to us again today, as our hearts have been made tender through His wondrous ways with us that He, rather than the natural, might govern us. His feelings come out in this section. How much the Lord felt for Martha and Mary! None felt that situation like the Lord Himself did, but He allowed it in order that He Himself should become supreme to that family in Bethany, and be the centre of everything for them. 

May we be freshly stimulated that our affections might be drawn away from everything else to Himself where He is in glory. These sorrows would cause us to be sober and pious in relation to every matter here. They would remind us that all we go in for naturally relates to a world which is marred by death and sin, but remind us also that there is a realm of bliss of which Christ is the Head and Centre, the realm where He Himself is the resurrection and the life. May we be drawn freshly in our spirits, and in our affections away from sorrows, even from joys of earth, to Himself the resurrection and the life, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
15 November 1994 

 


Scripture references

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 11:21 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;



TWO LINES OF HUMANITY

W. Lamont 

Luke 15: 21–28; 16: 19–23; 18: 9–14; 23: 39–43; 24: 32–34 

It will be obvious in the scriptures that we have read that the first four passages all refer to two men. There are two men in each of them, both completely different. This goes right back to the beginning when, at the fall, Satan as the serpent had deceived the woman, and God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel”, Genesis 3: 15. So right since the beginning there have been two lines proceeding in parallel, one line that God could find delight in and another line that was opposed to Him. That is what I want to show from these first four scriptures, in these four pairs of men, who cover in a broad sense the whole of humanity, and illustrate that there is a line of things that has proceeded from the beginning in which God could find pleasure and another line in which there was absolutely nothing for His pleasure at all. 

It is illustrated in the matter of Cain and Abel. There was one line that God found pleasure in; He “looked upon Abel, and on his offering”, and it pleased God; “and upon Cain, and on his offering, he did not look” (Genesis 4: 4, 5). He found no delight in it. That is the line scripture refers to as “the way of Cain” (Jude 11), it will go on to the end, the line of things that is totally opposed to God and to the glad tidings. God has found the answer in one Man, in whom He has found His delight, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. In that blessed Man God has found the answer to all that He looked for in man, and the same blessed Man is the One who has settled for ever the whole question of good and evil. In His own Son, God has judged and judged unsparingly the root of it all, sin in the flesh. The word says in Romans 8: 3, “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh. God, having sent his own Son”, His own Son, “in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”. God has condemned in Christ, the One whom He loved most, the thing that He hated most, the great virus that had infected the human race right from the beginning. That is the One who is set forth in the glad tidings, “God’s glad tidings ... concerning his Son ... Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 1: 1–4), the One “who gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Timothy 2: 6. 

In Luke 15 there is a repentant son. Have you repented? The way into the enjoyment of the glad tidings is by way of repentance, and that is individually, as Peter says in the beginning of the Acts, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 38. What a thing it is to receive the remission of sins. Have you ever experienced the joy that fills the soul as you know your sins are forgiven? And the cost of it was the precious blood of the Saviour, the precious blood of Jesus, that was the cost that the forgiveness of sins should be available to you and to me. Then Peter says, “and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. It may be you know the forgiveness of your sins, but it may be you are not enjoying it. To enjoy the forgiveness of your sins you need the gift of the Holy Spirit. So we have a repentant son here in Luke 15 who came into all the blessings that were in the heart of his father, the blessings that were available in the father’s house, the best robe, the ring on his hand, sandals on his feet, the fatted calf, the music and the dancing. What God has in mind for the whole of humanity is represented in what this son came into the gain of because he was repentant. Of course he was always a son, for the believer that is a wonderful thing to know, that you were a son in purpose before you were a sinner in practice. But these two men illustrate one who repented, and one in whom there was no response to God’s overtures in grace in the glad tidings. It says of this elder son, he would not go in. He wanted his own friends. Two lines are proceeding, persons who are repenting, and persons who refuse to accept the glad tidings. 

What line are you on, friend? Are you a repentant sinner or do you have your mind made up according to your own will, that you will have nothing to do with God’s approach in Christ in the glad tidings. 

In Luke 16 we have a rich man and a poor man; the rich man would illustrate persons who live in what they have acquired naturally, and the poor man Lazarus those who have nothing. The rich man was content with his goods, “clothed in purple”; he was clothed in fine linen, just profession, adopting, we might say, things that were right and appropriating them for himself. The world is full of such persons, “making good cheer in splendour every day”, a man who was self-centred. Is there anyone here who is self-centred, anyone here who is so self-centred that they refuse the glad tidings? God is presenting the Saviour, in order that you should accept Him. This poor man got the blessing. “The poor man died”, and “he was carried away by the angels into the bosom of Abraham”, and there is a great gulf fixed. These two lines we are speaking about are separated eternally; the line of things that is of God and the line of things that is not of God, “a great chasm is fixed”, and no one can pass between. 

O, how sober that is! Hell is a reality. Refuse the glad tidings and your destination is such; the lake of fire is prepared for the devil and his angels, it is not prepared for men. But if you refuse the glad tidings and die in your sins, and have to stand before the great white throne to be judged according to the things written in the books, you will find your place in the lake of fire. It is a solemn thing, but there is a remarkable touch of God’s grace even there, that the book of life is there and it is also opened. God, as it were, would say that if there is any possibility that anyone should not be there. We will search the book of life afresh to see if his name is there. O, the grace of God, even in that judicial situation. 

In Luke 18 we have a religious man, a self-righteous man, and we have a repentant sinner. These two men went up into the temple to pray, you might say they had the same objective, they went up to the temple to pray. The Pharisee goes up and says, “God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men”. 

Does anyone here think that he or she is better than everyone else? “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. You are just the same as anyone else, what you need is God’s mercy. This man thought he was better than everyone else. “God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men”. He missed the blessing. But the tax-gatherer, “standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner”, not a sinner, he was so personal about it, he said, the sinner, as if there never was another. That came out beautifully in Saul of Tarsus, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. Friend, have you taken up that attitude? It is the way to true blessing. Say to the Saviour God, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner; make it personal, as if no one else had sinned, only you had sinned, me, the sinner. That is what this man says, and he got the blessing, and went down to his house justified. What does that mean? Do you know what justification is? God would set you up in His presence as the result of the work of the Lord Jesus as if you had never sinned at all. How wonderful the gospel is! It is founded on the work of Jesus whose blood was shed for the settling of the whole moral issue. So it says, “This man went down to his house justified rather than that other”. There are the two lines that are proceeding. 

The next two men, in Luke 23, are both criminals. We have moved across the spectrum from rich men who live in their riches and live in what is natural to a self-righteous man, and then we come to criminals. We are covering the spectrum of the human race. According to another gospel, they both railed on the Lord Jesus, but here there is obviously a change in one of them. I wonder what brought about that change? Matthew says they both cast the same reproaches on Him (Matthew 27: 44), but Luke records that one rebuked the other. There is a change, a difference between these two men. One took the way of blessing, acknowledging the Lord Jesus, saying, “this man has done nothing amiss”. What changed him? One’s impression is that when this man heard the Lord Jesus say, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, that came home to his conscience. He would hear these words from the lips of the Saviour totally unexpected. They would expect the Lord Jesus to be the same as themselves and to rail against His persecutors. Instead of that they heard Him saying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. I think that changed that man. So he says, “Dost thou too not fear God”, this man learned the fear of God, “thou that art under the same judgment? and we indeed justly”. You know, my friend, it is a sobering thing to consider that as sinners we deserve the judgment of God. God could have wiped the whole human race from the face of the earth but instead of that, One came in and stood in the breach and bore the penalty, the judgment that was due to you and to me. O, the grace of the Saviour! Does it not affect you? He bore the judgment that was due to you and to me. This man came to it that such an One as this must have a kingdom, a sphere of influence, so he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. And Jesus said to him, “Verily I say to thee, today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. So one man got the blessing. I wonder if everyone here belongs to the Lord Jesus. It would be wrong of me to assume that everyone here has a link with the Saviour, but in the glad tidings we would urge you to make sure that you have a link with the Saviour for yourself, and that you have come to know for yourself the value and virtue of the precious blood of Jesus. 

In the last reference we have also two persons who are going away from the centre. We might say they are like two Christians who had grown cold in their affections and were disillusioned. Many believers are disillusioned. If you get your eye on the world, if you get your eye on breakdown and failure, you too will become disillusioned. The secret is to keep your eye on the Lord. These two finally received another touch, a touch from the Lord, a risen Man, Christ in resurrection. They were on the way to Emmaus, they were going away from the centre, but it says in verse 31, “their eyes were opened, and they recognised him”. Then it says,” And he disappeared from them”. Think of that, the minute they recognised Him, He disappeared from them. Where would they find Him? They returned to Jerusalem and as they were with the eleven, and the saints as gathered, the Lord Himself came and stood in their midst. That is the position today. As you settle the whole moral issue in your own soul, and you have this sure and certain link with the Saviour and find the company of the saints, you will find where the Lord is present. It is a fine thing to find Him in your own individual history, but it is also a great experience to have the consciousness of His presence among the saints. Then later He said, “remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24: 49). You can have the gift of the Holy Spirit and be found in the praising company. 

So in your life and in all your affairs, these two lines that we have been speaking about can be solved forever and you can be found in the line of things that is for God’s praise eternally. 

These things can be proved now, and can be your portion eternally. May we be helped to yield our hearts to the Saviour, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Plainfield
24 May 1992
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Scripture references

Luke 15:21-28 (JND) [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry. [25] And his elder son was in the field; and as, coming [up], he drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And having called one of the servants, he inquired what these things might be. [27] And he said to him, Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well. [28] But he became angry and would not go in. And his father went out and besought him.

Luke 16:19-23 (JND) [19] Now there was a rich man and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, making good cheer in splendour every day. [20] And [there was] a poor man, by name Lazarus, [who] was laid at his gateway full of sores, [21] and desiring to be filled with the crumbs which fell from the table of the rich man; but the dogs also coming licked his sores. [22] And it came to pass that the poor man died, and that he was carried away by the angels into the bosom of Abraham. And the rich man also died and was buried. [23] And in hades lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Luke 18:9-14 (JND) [9] And he spoke also to some, who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and made nothing of all the rest [of men], this parable: [10] Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. [11] The Pharisee, standing, prayed thus to himself: God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men, rapacious, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax-gatherer. [12] I fast twice in the week, I tithe everything I gain. [13] And the tax-gatherer, standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner. [14] I say unto you, This [man] went down to his house justified rather than that [other]. For every one who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he that humbles himself shall be exalted.

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Luke 24:32-34 (JND) [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us? [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

Genesis 3:15 (JND) [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel.

Genesis 4:4-5 (JND) [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering; [5] and upon Cain, and on his offering, he did not look. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

Jude 1:11 (JND) [11] Woe to them! because they have gone in the way of Cain, and given themselves up to the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Romans 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Luke 18 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. …

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Matthew 27:44 (JND) [44] And the robbers also who had been crucified with him cast the same reproaches on him.

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.
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