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SOME SERVICES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

D. Robertson 

Romans 5: 3–5; 8: 26–28; 14: 16–18; 15: 13 

I desire to say a word, beloved brethren, with regard to some of the services of the Holy Spirit. It is a wonderful fact that the Holy Spirit is actually here, not merely influentially, but actually, and He is here operatively. You remember in the beginning of Acts that the Lord Jesus charged them by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1: 2). I think He was indicating the character of the dispensation that was about to begin, our own dispensation, and involved that a divine Person would come down from heaven to take charge of divine interests on the earth in this dispensation. The brethren will be well acquainted with Mr. Raven’s well-known remark as to the great vital features that mark the dispensation; that there is a Man in heaven, and God is here, the Holy Spirit is here. These are the two cardinal features of Christianity; that Christ as Man is in the presence of God, and the Holy Spirit, as to His Person God, is here on this earth with men; not with men generally but with those who believe. Ruin has come into the church’s public history, but it has not in one whit altered the glorious fact that the Holy Spirit is here; and He is in charge of divine interests on the earth. It is as true of the closing days of the dispensation as it was of the early days. Divine interests down here remain in the charge of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit remains and He can be trusted. I leave the question with each of our souls, Are we really in the trust of the Holy Spirit? 

Now I wanted to speak of these four passages in Romans, and firstly of this one in chapter 5 

where it says, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. I wonder if we are really conscious of that operation of the Holy Spirit, shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts? 

You young men and women, are you conscious of it? The love of God, we may say, objectively, has been set out in all its glorious effulgence in the cross. As I understand it there are two great matters connected to the cross of Christ. One is that there was—the judgment of sin, that involves judicial glory, but it is also declarative. Where sin has been judged God’s love has been declared. The hymn expresses it well, ‘Inscribed upon the cross we see, In shining letters, God is love’. What this scripture suggests is that it has not only been displayed objectively but it is being shed abroad in the hearts of believers. That is, as I understand it, the subjective influence and power of the love of God is to be known in your heart and in mine. It has been shed abroad. It is not now a single act as seen in the cross in the declaration of God, but the effect of it is known throughout the whole dispensation in persons like you and me who have come, through the grace of God, to know Christ as Lord and Saviour, and have been brought into the joy of that love being shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. What a glorious matter it is! I remember a remark from the ministry of Mr. 

Raven as to this matter. He said that the first breath the Christian takes spiritually is in the love of God. Have you ever breathed in the love of God? Have you ever felt, spiritually speaking, your inwards being filled with the love of God? It is the service of One who Himself is a divine Person, to shed abroad the love of God in the hearts of believers. It is a wonderful satisfying subjective experience. 

Think of God being interested in our hearts. Young men and women, boys and girls, think of God being interested in your heart. Just think of the pollution that is in this world through lust; of all the obnoxious influences that are at work very definitely in our own day; of the terrible dilemma that authorities face in this world through the influence of drugs, and drink, and all these other things. What is the answer to it? The answer is the love of God “shed abroad in our hearts by 

the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. I think it is one of the most satisfying experiences that enters into the believer’s early history, and remains there, that “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. One would long that the Holy Spirit Himself would serve you to make it attractive to you, that you might see the vital importance of it, that your heart should become an area that is filled with the satisfying influence and power of the love of God. In Romans 8 we read of “the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8: 39). There it is, in that blessed Man, shining in all its effulgence. The love of God has been made known by Him, and it is shining in Him where He is. It says, “the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. Have you ever wondered what eternity will be like? No doubt you have had some little taste of it, and no doubt it has filled your soul with a sense of wonderment. Think of what it will be when the whole of the universe will be held in the radiancy of the face of a blessed Man. And what is the radiancy? It is the effulgence of the love of God; that is the same love that is to permeate and fill your heart. God intends it to affect and invigorate and satisfy your whole moral being. 

In speaking about the intercessory power of the Holy Spirit, I would like to speak a word of comfort. There is a great deal of pressure among the brethren, a great deal of sorrow. I am sure all of us have known pressures, some of them very great. I wonder if you have ever considered and experienced the intercessory power of the Holy Spirit. It says, “in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness”. There is a footnote which says, ‘It means—to take up a person’s cause, so as to help him’. Think of the Spirit drawing near to you in a time of distress, in a time of trouble. I trust we are all conscious of the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, but think of Him at a particular time of trouble drawing near to you, joining Its help to your weakness. Have you 

ever experienced that? In the Old Testament we read about a man standing by (Ezekiel 43: 6), but think of the Spirit joining Its help to your weakness. There is your weakness on one hand, and here is the Holy Spirit joining Its help to it. Does it make a difference? Surely it does. In Hebrews we read of those who became strong out of weakness (Hebrews 11: 34), and you find that. I speak tenderly to my brethren, but you find that in a time of great weakness you are made strong. The burden may seem almost unbearable, but there comes a point in the experience when the Spirit joins Its help to your weakness. May you experience it, beloved brethren. When you are going through trial, through sorrow, through pressure of one kind and another, the Spirit would draw near to you and join Itself to your weakness. 

Then it goes on to say, “for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting”. I do not think I am speaking of something that the brethren have not proved. There are times, I am sure, in your history, as there have been in mine, when you do not know what to pray for. 

You might say you have come to your end. Natural resources that you relied upon are no use to you then. These are real experiences, “but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered”, it is the perfect understanding of our best Friend on earth. That is what the Spirit is, He is our best Friend on earth. Oh you young people, get that into your souls. Learn to speak to Him, learn to rely upon Him, learn to trust Him for His services. There is a depth about it, “with groanings which cannot be uttered”. No doubt that is reflective of the deep exercise that you yourself are undergoing. The Lord groaned. In Mark’s gospel there are at least two occasions where it says the Lord groaned. These were situations that involved depth of feeling. It says here, “the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered”. I do not know what more to say, but it involves a very definite experience with the Holy Spirit and a very 

definite sense of the way He would serve you at a particular time in your history. That particular time might be right now. Who knows what souls are going through in this very room, but the Spirit is available to serve us in this wonderful way. Then it says, “But he who searches the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit”. Now I suppose that is God Himself. 

God is the heart-knowing God. What a comfort that is. He knows what is in your heart right at this moment. It may be grief that is in your heart, but God knows it. Is He not the heart-knowing God? He surely is. “He who searches the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit”. It is almost as if the Spirit is interpreting the anguish that is in your heart. One does not want to bring anything novel in, but it seems to me it is that. We might say, He is determining the depth of your exercise. No one else understands. Your best friend humanly speaking does not understand. Your husband, your wife may not understand; they understand much but they do not understand this; but the Spirit’s mind is involved in it and He understands, and God understands. 

Then it says, “because he intercedes for saints according to God”. What a precious word that is. We may not know how to pray but “we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose”. I do not know if you understand that verse or not, but it is a wonderful verse of scripture. It is not exactly individual good that is being spoken about, it is the system of good. That is what is developed in the Roman epistle. Persons are being adjusted in relation to the will of God, and they are being given to see where they fit into the great system of good over against the evil. That was what was settled at the cross. The great issue of good and evil was settled at the cross. 

Romans works that out in the history of the believer. Romans 6 is that the believer’s position publicly is clarified in relation to this world. You see what the world is, and your position in relation to that in Romans 6. But Romans 7 involves 

that you are beginning to get clear inwardly; the inward man is coming to light, and clarification is coming into the inwards. What flows from that is a priestly expression, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7: 25). That is a priestly expression as a result of the clarification of the inwards. How vital and necessary the experience of Romans 7 

is! It is all part of the adjustment so that you might find your part in this great system of good. 

It is not only God doing you good as an individual, although He will do that. The psalmist says, Jehovah is good and He doeth good. But it is more than that here. He is fitting you into this great system of good. God is going to display in the world to come what He has done in the presence of a system of evil. He has formed the system of good morally in persons, and in the world to come these very same persons will show forth in display the handiwork of God and His moral glory. So it says, “we do know that all things work together for good”. You might not see it as to you yourself individually, but I think what God would show you is, that in all these exercises He passes you through, it is like God putting another stitch into this great system of good, weaving another piece into the fabric. He is weaving another piece of the fabric in through all the exercises of the believer. So triumph comes out of the weakness. 

The triumph is that all the formation that has taken place, and the enriched knowledge you have of the Spirit’s operations in it, and the knowledge of God Himself, you begin to see it all fitting into this great system of good, that will be shining in its moral display in all its lustre in the world to come. 

I want to say a brief word on Romans 14 where it says, “the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking”. One fundamental important fact I believe we need to understand is that Christianity is not material. It is not that we ourselves are not physical, and things have to work out in our circumstances, but Christianity is moral and spiritual. That is a very great lesson to learn. What you learn earlier in the book is that the blessings of 

Christianity are not like the blessings of the Old Testament. The blessings of God in the Old Testament were largely measured materially, that is, God gave a man more cows or more sheep, great possessions, and what was reflected in that was that God had prospered that man. 

That is not like Christianity. You could have nothing in your pocket and yet have the blessings of Christianity. In fact it is generally true that the less you have materially, the more you enjoy the blessings of Christianity. I have often thought very simply like this, if the blessings of Christianity depended, for instance, on the monetary value of any currency, what a terrible thing when the slump came and the currency was devalued. What would happen to your blessing then? It would go down. The blessings of Christianity are invariable, there is no change in them. The blessings of Christianity are established in a Man out of death. That is the standard of the blessings of Christianity; they are beyond the reach and the range of death. 

That is why they are called spiritual blessings by Paul in Ephesians, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. Spiritual blessings are not affected by circumstances, not even by death. These blessings remain and they remain in their absoluteness. They are moral and spiritual in character. 

So Paul says, “the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”. These are the great elements of the kingdom of God. I have been speaking about man being adjusted in relation to the will of God, that is, he is adjusted on the ground of righteousness. It is not merely righteousness in the sense that you pay your dues, that is involved in it, but righteousness in the sense that all your relationships are right; your relationships with God are right; your relationships with your wife, your children, your family and with your brethren are right. That is righteousness. You see the scope of it. 

Righteousness is the bond. We have been 

taught that righteousness is the bond of the moral universe, and is the bond, we may say, morally, of Christianity in operation. It is that strong bond that permeates the whole structure of Christianity and holds it together, and so it says it “is not eating and drinking, but righteousness”. It is a bond that cannot be usurped or overthrown, and it is more than that, it says “and peace”. What a wonderful thing that is, peace. I am not speaking about something that is merely a false complacency, I am talking about this deep inward matter of peace; peace in your own heart and peace also in our relationships with one another. Beloved brethren, have we got that? There are some localities at the moment where there is not peace among the brethren. You feel it. And I will tell you the reason for that is that the principles of the kingdom of God somewhere are being usurped. May we know what it is to have peace. 

Does it not say, “Pursue peace with all, and holiness”, Hebrews 12: 14? May we learn what to do, beloved brethren, in these solid principles of the kingdom of God operating amongst us. 

Then it says finally, “joy in the Holy Spirit”. It is all in the Holy Spirit. These great elements are workable, they are operating in the Holy Spirit. You see what marks the kingdom of God. 

How solid it is and substantial. I believe that the kingdom of God operates. We have been taught it involves the moral sway of God in the soul. God’s supremacy is understood. 

Redemption if understood brings you to that. What you see in Exodus 15 is that the people were brought to acknowledge the supremacy of God. The soul today, as coming under the value of the redemptive work of Christ and following the moral lines of Christianity, is brought to the point where you accept gratefully that God is supreme. You are under new control, you are under new authority. There is no question now of your own will, no question now of being dictated to by the world and its purposes, but you are under a new authority; you are under God’s authority, and it is all operating in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. How substantial and great these matters are. Much more could be said of it, but I leave that thought with you. It says, “For he that in this serves the Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men”. 

Now finally this verse in chapter 15, which says, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing”. I believe that is to be a characteristic thing with us. It is not that the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as having believed, but “in believing”; that is, you have to be a characteristic believer. You are believing today and you will be believing tomorrow, and you will be believing as long as the Lord leaves you here. It says, “the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope”. May you be encouraged, beloved brother and sister, to abound in hope. We need to abound in hope, because I find that the quality of hope can diminish pretty fast. Abound in it! There is a triumphant thought in that, an overcoming thought, a superior thought. The believer is abounding in hope. Now you see that in a man like Habakkuk, who says that even though the stalls are empty his trust in God would remain unshaken (Habakkuk 3: 17). He was a man who was typically abounding in hope. We have seen that in our own lifetimes in persons in very difficult circumstances, and yet they were abounding in hope. You could not take away from them what they had; they were abounding in hope. May we be like that. It says, “so that ye should abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”. There is the power for it. It is not the power of self-determination, it is not the power of some mighty resolution that is needed on your part, but it is the power that comes from the Holy Spirit. 

One points out these services of the Spirit, and trusts the beloved brethren’s thoughts might be enriched by them; and that there may be a conviction in each of our souls, in each of our minds, that these are the things 

that we need to lay hold of, and not let them go. Beloved brother, beloved sister, no matter what happens, do not let them go, cling to them. The Spirit is here and He is here in the dispensation, and He is here to serve you, He is here to serve me. He is here of course to serve the whole church, and how faithfully He has served, but thank God He is available to each one of us. Typically Samson came into the knowledge of that. You remember how it says he thirsted, and then he found that there was something available; that something was the caller’s spring (Judges 15: 19). I remember a brother saying, ‘You will find that the Spirit of God is never further away than the distance of a call’. Why do you not call upon Him? He is not far away. He is in you, but in His service He is not far from you. He is available as the caller’s spring to help you; whether it is to put that satisfying sense of the love of God in your heart; or to assure you through the mighty character of His intercessory service; or to keep you stable on the lines of the kingdom. That is sure and steadfast. It provides ground you can put your foot on, which will not move. Other things and other powers that you have relied on may go, but the power available in the kingdom of God is the power of the Holy Spirit and that is not shakeable. Then this final thought of what is available in the power of the Holy Spirit, that we might be filled with all joy and peace in believing and that we might abound in hope. It is all in view of that glorious day, that is soon coming, when our blessed Lord and Saviour will come and take us to Himself. May the brethren be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Address at East Finchley
14 March 1998 

 


Scripture references

Romans 5:3-5 (JND) [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Romans 8:26-28 (JND) [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God. [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose.

Romans 14:16-18 (JND) [16] Let not then your good be evil spoken of; [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit. [18] For he that in this serves the Christ [is] acceptable to God and approved of men.

Romans 15:13 (JND) [13] Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope by [the] power of [the] Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:2 (JND) [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up;

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Ezekiel 43:6 (JND) [6] And I heard one speaking unto me out of the house; and a man was standing by me.

Hebrews 11:34 (JND) [34] quenched [the] power of fire, escaped [the] edge of the sword, became strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, made [the] armies of strangers give way.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 14 (JND) [1] Now him that is weak in the faith receive, not to [the] determining of questions of reasoning. [2] One man is assured that he may eat all things; but the weak eats herbs. [3] Let not him that eats make little of him that eats not; and let not him that eats not judge him that eats: for God has received him. …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Habakkuk 3:17 (JND) [17] For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold, And there shall be no herd in the stalls:

Judges 15:19 (JND) [19] And God clave the hallow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.



HOW WE MAY SEE JESUS

D. J. Hutson 

Luke 2: 8–17; 23: 33, 34, 44–49; Hebrews 2: 8 (from “But now we see not”), 9 

The second scripture that I read referred to those “who had come together to that sight”. I trust we may all have a sight of Jesus tonight. Those that we read of at the beginning of the gospel were interested. I trust everyone here is interested. Think of the invitation there is in Mr. Darby’s hymn— 

‘Come now, and view that manger— 

The Lord of glory see, 

A houseless, homeless Stranger, 

In this poor world, for thee’. 

How much there is sometimes in two words —‘for thee’. Dear friend, whoever you are, do you realise He was there for you? In chapter two of Luke’s gospel, it says, “for today a Saviour has been born to you in David’s city, who is Christ the Lord”, but note the words 

“born to you”. Has everyone here realised that it was to you that He came? These shepherds appropriated it; they were interested in it, and they turned aside that they might have a closer view of what had come in in this Saviour who was born to them. Is everyone here interested in the Saviour who was born to you? He was born nearly two thousand years ago, but still it is to you. It was to these men, but it is to you as much as it was to them—a Saviour. You need a Saviour as much as they needed a Saviour, but there is a Saviour for you. 

There is a beautiful word in Isaiah where it says, “he became their Saviour”, Isaiah 63: 8. Do you realise that? God Himself became their Saviour. He has become your Saviour in the Person of Jesus; He has drawn near in a way which could not repel but could only attract. Are you attracted by the way that Jesus has drawn near? What does the apostle John say? “Perfect love casts out 

fear”, 1 John 4: 18. Think of the perfect love of God that was manifested in the way that He drew near in a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger! How could anyone be fearful of the way that God drew near in the Person of Jesus, when this Saviour was born. These dear men were interested. Are you interested in the Saviour? Have you come here because it is the usual thing to do on a Sunday night, or do you want to know more about the Saviour? We, who believe, shall see the Saviour, we shall be occupied with Him eternally, and we shall never exhaust all that there is in that glorious Man. Yet He came in as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. He was here so that you might not be repelled, but that you might be attracted by the love of God which has drawn so near in the Person of Jesus. 

Even the youngest can, as it were, imagine for themselves what it would look like, and yet there is something that is so peculiarly distinctive in the incoming of Jesus. It does not speak of a manger, it speaks of the manger. When the Lord Jesus came in, everything was prepared for His coming in. You may say there was no room for them in the inn, and so there was no room for them in the inn. There was no room in the society of men, in its social circles or anything of that kind, there was no room for Jesus. But a body was prepared for Him and the manger was prepared for Him. There was only one manger for Jesus. God had gone before and there was preparation made in order that He might draw near in all His love and grace; so that He might be attractive to you; so that there might be a way in which you might know the perfect and absolute love of God; so that He might be known in His holy nature, and not in a way which would repel you, but would attract you and cast out every fear. Do you ever have any fears when thinking of having to do with God? You lay awake at night perhaps, fearful, all is silent; perhaps you know that at some time father and mother and your dear ones are going to be taken to be with Jesus; and perhaps you wonder. Have they gone? Is there fear in it for you? 

There is no need for fear; the perfect love of God made known in Jesus will cast out every fear. He has drawn near in a way in which you need not fear, in which I may say you cannot be afraid, with all the attractiveness of a babe in Bethlehem’s manger. Who is not attracted by a babe? That was the way that Jesus came. I would say in holy reverence, that is the way that God Himself has drawn near. God was here in the person of Jesus, a holy Stranger, in this manger at Bethlehem, so that you might not be afraid in any way, but you might be attracted by the way in which He has come near to you to make His heart known. 

May you be interested, like these men were. “Let us make our way then now ... and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us”. It has been made known to you perhaps many times in the gospel, you have heard it many times for yourself, but have you turned aside to see? God is interested in persons who turn aside; persons like Moses who turned aside to see that bush that was burning and was not consumed. Think of God Himself in the person of Christ, come into this condition of flesh and blood, so that you might be attracted, so that you might be interested! God is interested in all those who are interested in Him. He would kindle your interest afresh tonight, that you might come and see for yourself the way He has drawn near to you—to see that a Saviour has been born to you. 

Not simply that a Saviour has been born, not that it is just, you might say, an impersonal matter, for the gospel is intensely personal, it is for you and it is for me. Many here have appropriated the Saviour, Jesus who has drawn near in such an attractive way, which will never repel anybody but which would only attract. O, the way that God has drawn near in Jesus! 

You say, Surely He would have been given a place, surely He would have been welcomed, surely as He moved in that pathway there would have been those who would have accepted Him. Thank God there were those, 

for we read of the women who followed Him, and those who knew Him; who stood afar off at the cross. Jesus Himself was here preparing persons into whom the Holy Spirit could come, that there might be continued on the earth at the present time a testimony to the way in which God had drawn near, that there should be that here which continues in the expression of Christ, and that the life of Jesus might be manifested in persons who have come to know Him. So the Lord Jesus moved here, rejected on every hand and finally was meted a malefactor’s death, “one on the right hand, the other on the left”. I love to think of the way that John presents it, “one on this side, and one on that, and Jesus in the middle”, John 19: 18. 

He must have that place, “in the middle”, whatever men might do; God is in complete control, He has retained the initiative. The Lord Jesus in John’s gospel is peculiarly seen to have the initiative, “he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called Golgotha”, John 19: 17. 

He had the initiative in the matter of His own crucifixion. Yet it says, “one on this side, and one on that”; not one on the left and one of the right. John would say, “one on this side”, and that is the side John was on. We have to fix ourselves in relation to the cross. Are you on this side or are you on that? Come over to this side where John was, come over to the side where the disciple was whom Jesus loved, and prove for yourself the love of Jesus, even as that dear man proved it for himself. 

There were those who were indifferent, those who beat upon their breasts, for they had no sympathy, no feeling in relation to the way that Jesus was hanging there on the cross. We do not get His sufferings portrayed for us in the same way here as in other gospels; we do not get that cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” But we do get that there was darkness. That great matter that was to be settled for God’s eternal glory, and for your eternal salvation, in the work that Jesus was to accomplish, involved that He should go into that darkness and bear the sins of all who 

put their trust in Him. Are you among them? One could say, He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. Can you say He bore yours? You can avail yourself of the opportunity, and say with others, “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”. What a load it was that He bore! My sins! if I had but sinned once it would involve for me eternal banishment. I have sinned more than once, but all those sins have been laid upon Jesus. Many here could speak of their histories, but it has all been laid upon Jesus as having put their trust in Him. What was compressed into three hours would, for us, have involved an eternity of banishment from the presence of God for ever. All was compressed into three hours, and this blessed Saviour was able to sustain it all, and was made sin for us, that awful venom which courses through the veins of the human race, the very thing itself condemned so that you might be set free. Would that one could speak of it more feelingly, more powerfully, that it might enter into your soul, the sufferings of Jesus; what He has done for you, a Saviour for you, born to you. He came into the world for you, came into the world for me. There is no man in the world we cannot speak to and say, He came into the world for you. Have you turned aside to see? Have you received Him for yourself? Have you viewed that manger to see the Lord of glory, the homeless, homeless Stranger, In this poor world, for thee? Have you seen this sight? Have you seen Jesus on the cross? Have you taken account of the fact that He was there for you? 

One died for all. He died having borne the judgment of God. The types all fall short, for there the victim was slain, and then the fire was brought to bear upon it. But the fire of God’s unmitigated judgment in relation to sin and sins was borne by Jesus as He was there alive; He was able to sustain it, and at the end of it He bore the penalty of death that was due to you and to me on account of our sins. You are under judgment, you are under the sentence of death, you cannot absolve yourself 

from it, and you cannot blame Adam and Eve for it. “By one man sin entered into the world 

... and thus death passed upon all men”—Does it stop there? No because it says, “for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. Death has passed upon you because you have sinned. But Jesus has died. He has borne the penalty, that “he should taste death for every thing” (Hebrews 2: 9), that the whole question might be settled for ever, so that there should be a scene in which death can never come. It was all the mighty work of Jesus, what He effected at the cross, what He bore there, what He was able for, what none other could do. He became a Man, He was made some little inferior to angels in order that He might suffer these things, suffer death as the penalty, and His precious blood was shed as a witness to it. O, what a sight! The Son of God was crucified; the Man that died was God. The mystery of these things, the wonder of them! Let us remember it was God who came down Himself in order that He might relieve you and me. He came down into the position in which we were Himself in the Person of Jesus to reach us and extricate us, to set us free to be for His pleasure eternally and for our eternal blessing. What a Saviour Jesus is! Would that one could speak of Him in a way which would move every heart to accept Him and to love Him, to come into the blessing which has been secured at such a cost. 

Then He was buried. He did not have to be buried on His own account, for it says, “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Psalm 16: 10. There was nothing in the precious, holy, sinless body of Jesus that required burial. As to us, as is seen at the grave of Lazarus, “he stinks already, for he is four days there” (John 11: 39), what corruption! But Jesus, by going this way and rising again has brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings. He has been into the grave. He has been where I should have been, gone out of God’s sight as it were. How it comes back to us in that word that we read in type, “I had not thought to see thy face”, Genesis 48: 11. How real it was that He, as it 

were, should be lost to sight to God for that time. But He was buried on our account. I think Joseph of Arimathaea illustrates for us so potently what it means that He was buried vicariously. There was his own new tomb, and as he went by it afterwards he would look at that tomb, and he would say, That is where I was to be but Jesus was there instead, Jesus was there for me. 

As you see that position on the cross, and that position in the grave, that is where you should have been, but Jesus was there for you. Have you appropriated it? Have you come to see that sight and to see that it was all for you? Have you seen that God had you in mind at that very time? He had in mind that you should come to know Him as a Saviour God and come into blessing; that you should come to know what it is to have the enjoyment of eternal life, a life that is beyond death, which can be known and enjoyed at the present time. He has given so much that it might be yours now. There is no need to wait until you die. What will be known then, for those who believe in Jesus, is to depart and be with Christ which is very much better. But you can know even at the present time what it is to enter into these eternal relationships for your own joy and pleasure and for God’s satisfaction. God so loved, what a word that is, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. O, the giving of God! He has given so much. What can we say as to the giving of God? “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Romans 8: 32. The heart of God has been made known to sinners like you and me that we might come by faith to accept the Saviour. 

Where is He now? That is why I read in Hebrews. We do not preach a Saviour who is still on the cross. The Saviour has been on the cross bearing the sins of all who put their trust in Him, but we ask you to accept the 

Saviour who is now in the glory. What a Saviour He is! As it says, “But now we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus”. That is the present sight. What I have spoken of is past, and yet in a sense may it not be past for us. May we never lose sight of the way God has drawn near to us, may we never lose sight of the way Jesus has suffered for us, may we never be far from the sufferings of Jesus. How it would preserve us! Now we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. He was, “made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death ... so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing”, or it could read, “for every one”. He has done it for you. There is no need for you to fear death. 

Put your trust in Jesus as the One who has tasted death for every thing, and you will find you can be at perfect peace. Death will no longer be, as another has said, a prison door into eternal banishment from the presence of God for ever. It will be just the entrance into the enjoyment of the love of the One who gave Himself for you, and which will then be known without all the trammels of the mortal condition. 

How wonderful it is to look on to being for ever with Jesus. But then it says here, “we see not yet all things subjected to him”. There is that which is subjected to Him. Are you subjected to Him? Perhaps you do know Him as your Saviour, but do you know Him as your Lord? Have you acknowledged His rights? What a cost He has paid to secure these rights over you! He has rights over you as Creator. That is who He is, by Him also God made the worlds; but He has secured rights over you by redemption. God lost man for His pleasure through the incoming of sin, but as you put your trust in Jesus, find your sins forgiven, find that the power of sin is broken, you can say, I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. You can come into the blessed knowledge of deliverance and know the power of the Holy Spirit, as coming to know Jesus as your Lord. “No one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 12: 3. You 

can acknowledge it as you have the Holy Spirit, acknowledge His rights over you, and answer to His claims over you too. He would desire that you might remember Him, in the time when they still say publicly, “We will not that this man should reign over us”, Luke 19: 14. 

You can have the privilege of being subjected to the Lord Jesus, by owning Him as your Lord, and proving that in confessing Him as your Lord there is salvation—“if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord ... thou shalt be saved”, Romans 10: 9. You young ones going out into the world, going to school, to the workshop or whatever it be, and you find you are in a tight corner, what is the answer? Confess the name of the Lord Jesus, own that He has rights over you, simply say, I belong to the Lord Jesus, and I cannot do this, or I cannot do that. Christianity is intensely simple, there are indeed principles that must govern us, principles that we speak of as to separation, and other things, but they are all really settled in subjecting yourself to Jesus and acknowledging His claims. Think of how it says, “And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus”, Colossians 3: 17. So you can say, Can I do this in the name of the Lord Jesus? Can I go there in the name of the Lord Jesus? Can I associate myself with this in the name of the Lord Jesus? How simple it is, and yet how wonderful to prove His support and the reality of His power as you confess His name! a name God has given Him, a name which is above every name, a name which is soon to be acknowledged universally. 

Soon He is coming, and when He comes He will come as Saviour. He came in as Saviour at Bethlehem’s manger, but He is going to come as Saviour in glory. As believers, we are waiting for Him to come as Saviour, when He will change these bodies of humiliation into conformity to His body of glory. We shall appear before the judgment seat of Christ, but the One on the judgment seat will be the Saviour, and He will just unfold to us all 

the way that He has brought us, all the way that He has been a Saviour. It will just be to enrich our appreciation of the One with whom we shall be occupied eternally. What sights these are. Let us keep near to those sights, to see the way that He came in, to see the way that He went out, but to see Him now as He is in glory, and all that has flowed from that place in glory for our blessing and God’s pleasure. May these things be more real to each one of us, myself included, and if we have not really appropriated them for ourselves, may we do so for our blessing and for God’s pleasure. Amen. 

Preaching at Aberdeen, Scotland, 26 January 1997 

EXTRACTS 

I wish now to illustrate from Solomon what I have in mind. I hope young believers especially will follow what I have to say, so that they may know the interest that God has in them from the very outset. Solomon is taken up, representing one in relation with the father as adopted. 

God said of him, “I will be his father, and he shall be my son”. So that although Solomon was chosen, he was not adopted as he was born; but he was loved as he was born. I need not say that God could not adopt what He could not love; He adopts what He can love; and certainly He cannot adopt the man after the flesh. There is that which is of God, and God, I may say, loves one, not only in the general sense in which it says God loves the world, but He loves what is lovable. God loves what is lovable, as we get Moses saying, “Yea, he loved the people”, “When Israel was a child then I loved him”. He was lovable. And so it is that God loves you, and He adopts what He loves; and so with Solomon. He is called Solomon by his father, meaning ‘peace’ or ‘peaceful’, and I may say a young man or woman is of no practical value until he, or she, becomes “a son of peace”. All the troubles among the people of God arise 

from those who are not sons of peace—like Absalom. 

Well, as Solomon was born, and peace marked him prophetically, God comes in and indicates as to him more than peace, he is lovable. These are the traits of the initial work of God in us, and the greatest care is required lest damage happens between that and the time when the believer should say, “Abba, Father”. God sees the end from the beginning, and so Solomon as a child is loved by Him, and he was called Jedidiah because of the Lord. “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit”, and “God is a Spirit”. But then adoption comes in; the believer gets the Spirit of adoption whereby he cries “Abba, Father”. Every believer should be assured that he has the Spirit of God. “Ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear but ye have received the Spirit of adoption”. God has marked me off and sealed me; He has anointed me; He has given me the earnest of the Spirit in my heart; I have received the Spirit of adoption, and I cry “Abba, Father”. God has worked in me, and now I am come into the region of family relationship; I am consciously in sonship, having liberty to call God, Father. That is the great line in Solomon. As David is before the great assembly in 1 

Chronicles 28, he “stood up upon his feet” and said that he had had it in his heart to build a house for the Lord, but he was a man of war and had shed blood; but as divinely instructed he says, “God has chosen Solomon” to build it. He dwells on the thought of sovereign selection, for he has now arrived at it. It is a great day when one arrives at the realm of sovereign purpose, and everything, beloved brethren, in God’s realm is on the ground of sovereign choice. God has chosen us in Christ “before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love”. And so David says, “Hear me, my brethren; … 

for he has chosen Judah to be the prince, and of the house of Judah the house of my father”. 

God has very good reasons for choosing. He chose David because He ‘liked’ him—“Among the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over all Israel”. 

God Himself says, “I have found David ... a man after mine own heart which shall fulfil all my will”. But then David says, He did not choose me to build a house. Not only does He choose one to be king, but He chooses His workmen—and every man has his work appointed to him; and so David goes on to say, “And of all my sons, for the Lord hath given me many sons, he hath chosen Solomon, my son”. The sons were all given to him, David says, but Solomon alone is chosen to build the house of God. And he says, He has taken him to be His son. Solomon was adopted. 

Now I want you, young people, to understand this great period of spiritual history—the period of adoption. In that passage in 2 Samuel 7 God says, I will be his father; not only is He in that relation, but He will do the part of a father; Solomon would lack nothing of all that a father could do for him. “If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men”; note it is the rod of men, and the stripes of the children of men. This is the discipline of the young, so that they are preserved; as it says, “What son is he whom the Father chasteneth not?” We are dealt with as His sons. He is the Father of spirits, and as subject to Him we live. And so now we are consciously and intelligently in adoption, and under the Father’s care and discipline, and times of discipline may be severe. ‘Stripes’, I apprehend, may be more or less according to the divine choice, but there are the two—the rod of men, and the stripes of the children of men. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 28, pp.446–449) 

There is a phraseology now, such as ‘being occupied with Christ’, and expressions of that kind, which propose to give Him full prominence, but which are denied in practice. It is deemed only orthodox now to speak so, but I feel we must insist that the external should bear the marks of the internal; and that others should be able to 

judge of the occupation of the heart from the expression or fashion in which we appear. The truths of Scripture are received and treated too much as information. The mind sees and enjoys them as something incomparably fine and beautiful, but there is lacking the sense that every fresh ray of light is really lost or useless unless it makes its way through the pitcher; that is, unless the vessel is so controlled and coloured by it, that there is manifestly more likeness to Christ, and increasing growing up unto the measure of the stature of His fulness. 

There must be standing to produce state, but if the state which is suited to the standing be not preserved, Satan’s great aim is attained—even to prove the nullity of the truth of God, and that there can be the admission and profession of standing, without anything characteristic of it. Satan cares not what truth a man holds, provided he retains the character and principles of the world, and this really does more damage than ignorance of standing. The misfortune with many is, being content with a success at their first start, and being so elated by it that they are not set on going forward. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, pp.113–114) 

That is the idea. You are at the Lord’s supper as the expression of love to Christ. We might regard what we get here as suggesting the principle of covenant. There is the thought of the principle of covenant in the Scriptures, apart from the new covenant which has its own force. 

But the principle of covenant runs right through Scripture, and enters into christianity. You get the principle of covenant in Romans, because you commit yourself in baptism; and in Corinthians, you commit yourself in the Lord’s supper. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 87, p.156) 
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Scripture references

Luke 2:8-17 (JND) [8] And there were shepherds in that country abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock. [9] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord was there by them, and [the] glory of [the] Lord shone around them, and they feared [with] great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. [15] And it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. [16] And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger; [17] and having seen [it] they made known about the country the thing which had been said to them concerning this child.

Luke 23:33-49 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. …

Hebrews 2:8 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*,

Isaiah 63:8 (JND) [8] And he said, They are indeed my people, children that will not lie; and he became their Saviour.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

John 19:18 (JND) [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

John 11:39 (JND) [39] Jesus says, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead, says to him, Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days [there].

Genesis 48:11 (JND) [11] And Israel said to Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face; and behold, God has let me see also thy seed.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 Corinthians 12:3 (JND) [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit.

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Colossians 3:17 (JND) [17] And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, [do] all things in [the] name of [the] Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …
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