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“JESUS HIMSELF”


Revelation 3:20;  Luke 23:39-43;  24:36-53

My desire, dear friends, with the help of the Holy Spirit, is to speak about things that Jesus Himself has done.  Many things in Scripture were done by the Lord’s servants.   We read of one who was an “elect vessel”, Acts 9:15.  How great it is that God has such persons: He has prophets; He also has angels.  But there are certain things that Scripture tells us were done by Jesus Himself, and I would like to speak of some of these in the glad tidings.  

I began in this verse in Revelation because we need to lay hold of this, that it is Jesus who is seeking you out.  This portion in Revelation gives the words of the Lord Himself: He Himself revealed this to John.  I was struck by these words that He begins with – “Behold, I stand”.  The door in this verse has been linked with the door of your heart, and in the glad tidings that is what the Lord is occupied with.  He wants you to open the door of your heart, and He wants to secure your soul for God.  If you do not know that securing power, if you have not had to do with Jesus, God will have to do with you; and He will have to do with you as a righteous Judge.  The end of that would be that you will be lost, and lost eternally.  It is a very serious aspect of the glad tidings: it places responsibility on men, and if men do not accept Jesus, they will be held to account for it.  But we are very thankful that, through the grace of God, the dispensation of grace continues and the Lord is still standing at the door, and He is knocking.  He is not just standing there hoping that you will open the door; no, He is knocking, and I think the knocking links with the glad tidings.  The gospel continues to be preached.  It is not valued by the world’s system – we can see all around the things that the world is interested in – but the word of God continues to go out.  We are thankful for the many hearts that treasure the glad tidings, because they treasure Jesus and love Him.

Have you opened the door of your heart?  Have you heard that knocking?  The Lord says, “if anyone hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”.  Jesus wants to have to do with you, beloved friend.  He has already completed His atoning work so He can have to do with you.  He has done everything that needed to be done so that your situation might be addressed fully, in its entirety, before a holy and righteous God.  All that is required is that you open that door, that you hear the voice of the Saviour calling, calling you to open to Him.  Open that door! 

How wonderful that the first action is on the part of the Lord: “I will come in unto him”.  The Lord is waiting; we often sing:

‘He is able, willing, waiting now to save’

                         (Hymn 439)

That is what Christ has in mind, indeed it is what the Father seeks.  That is why He has made the Saviour available, because He is able, and willing, and waiting now to save.  Do not wait another moment, do not go out of the door of this room, do not do another thing without putting your trust in the work that Christ has done.  As we have said, He is able, and He is willing, and He is waiting now to save.  Perhaps He is waiting just for you.  There will be a day when the gospel will no longer be preached, when this dispensation will end.  It has remained open until now, because there is at least one still to be saved – perhaps many more, but there is still at least one.  Friend, accept Jesus and the work He has accomplished; accept Him in your heart; know Him as your Saviour and be ushered into the joy that is to be found in His presence, the joy of appreciating something of what God finds in Him.  

That is why I read these passages in Luke, first of all in chapter 23.  We read here of what was happening just before the completion of His work, when the Lord was already on the cross.  Each one of us should put ourselves in the place of this malefactor, because what he says to the other, whom he rebuked, is very striking.  It is a touching response from a heart that had apprehended something of the greatness and the perfection of Christ.  He says, “we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  Do you know what is the “just recompense of what we have done”?  Each one of us has been born into sinful flesh, each one of us is a sinner.  The just recompense of being a sinner is death, and after death the judgment.  That is what God will do, and He is a righteous Judge.  It is not unfair in any way; men may say, ‘I was born this way; I could not have done anything to save myself’.  No, and God is righteous, and He cannot abide sin, and this man came to that as he hung on the cross, so that he rebukes the other who was reviling the Lord.  He says, “we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  And then he adds “but this man has done nothing amiss” – how precious! 

There were two sinners there, and one Man, Jesus, in the middle.  This malefactor recognised that he was beside One who had trodden a pathway that led to the cross and it was a pathway of perfection.  That is why Christ is able to save.  He is willing and waiting, and He is able to save.  He is able because He is perfect and has completed a work whereby the righteous claims of God have been fully met in relation to sin and sins.  He came into this scene as One who “did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form ... and … humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:6-8.  What a death it was, a death of shame and deep suffering; and the malefactor recognised that this Man, Jesus, had done nothing amiss, had done nothing against God and nothing against any man; He was perfect in His pathway here and as such He had made Himself an offering to God.  He was the precious and perfect offering upon which God could look, and as a result of this God is able to forgive you your sins which should be laid to your account, and mine.  That is the work of Christ on the cross: He gave Himself as an offering.  It says in Hebrews that He “offered himself spotless to God” (chap.9:14), and so God has a righteous basis on which He can forgive sins.  

Then this man turns and says to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  What this man had arrived at!  Not only did he appreciate the greatness of the Man who was hanging on the cross next to him, but he also realised that He was coming into a kingdom, and that He would rise again – that there was life in this Man who hung next to him, dying on the cross; there was life in Him.  He says to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  I was struck by these words.  Did the malefactor expect a response?  He was a sinner; he knew that, but he wanted some remembrance by One who was greater than he was; and the Lord answered him.  In the glad tidings, the preacher speaks with the joyful assurance that if you hear the glad tidings and reach out to Jesus, and if you say, as it were, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”, if you commit yourself to Him and put your faith and trust in the work that He has done, He will answer you.  He says, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  Does that mean that you will be translated away from this world as soon as you believe?  No, we may be left in this world for a little while longer, in the conditions that are here, but now you will have a link with One who is in heaven, One who has borne the judgment, who has tasted death and has gone into the very depths of death itself, depths beyond what we can ever understand.  He has suffered in going that way, yet He has come out triumphant.  

In the next chapter we have the words of the angels, “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen” (chap.24:5,6).  That is the way heaven sees Christ, One who is living, One in whom life is found.  There is another hymn that says, 

‘Life is found alone in Jesus’   (Hymn 266)

There is no other man with such attributes, no other man who has gone this way, no other man who could go this way.  ‘Life is found alone in Jesus’.  Have you put your faith and trust in Him?  That is the responsibility of every one who listens to the glad tidings.  We must be sure that we have put our faith and trust in that glorious Man and that our soul salvation is secure in that One who has come out from heaven and has died for you.  He has gone into the grave and now is alive, to die no more.  “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?”  Friend, do not look among the dead things of this world to save yourself.  Salvation can be found in only one Man, the One who is the Giver of life, the Man who is in heaven, having been raised from among the dead.  

I want to speak now about these wonderful verses we read in Luke 24.  It is notable that everything is undertaken by the Lord, the Lord in resurrection.  He has been into death, He has completed the work, He has secured the victory and now He is raised from among the dead.  He is not yet ascended – we come to that at the end of the chapter – but here He is moving among His people.  In verse 36 we read that “he himself stood in their midst”.  Now, this was a company where each one had come to it that life, and enjoyment, and everything that they sought, was in Christ.  They knew it to some extent while He was here amongst them, before He died.  You might say, ‘We cannot know that, because the Lord is not here now.’  That is true: the Lord is no longer in this scene and we cannot walk and converse with the Lord physically.  These dear ones had known and laid hold of the Lord when He was here, and now He was no longer with them and they felt lost.  But they were gathered together, and as they were so, the Lord Himself came into their midst.  The Lord has made a promise, you can read it in John’s gospel, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you” (chap.14:18).  The Lord promises that where His own are gathered together to His name, He will be in the midst of them (Matt.18:20).  Why is that?  The Lord not only desires that you should be saved – you could say that that is His first desire – but once you know your sins forgiven, His desire is to be with you.  

There are many ways in which you can be with the Lord.  You can be with Him individually, and it is a very great encouragement to have individual links with Him.  You can reach out to Him in prayer.  We can be occupied with Him as we read the Holy Scriptures.  There is no better place to be than in the presence of the Lord, to have some touch of His greatness and glory, especially when we are in a company of those who love Him.  It says, “And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst.”  They were confounded, they were frightened, they did not really know what was going on.  The flesh does not know or understand anything relating to heavenly enjoyment.  These things cannot be understood in the flesh.  But if we hold fast to Christ and to one another, we will find that we get what we need.  The Lord says, “Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself”.  He was showing to them that He was a real man, One who was risen from among the dead.  He had been with them in flesh and blood, and now He was risen, in flesh and bone; He had come out from the grave triumphant; He was victorious.  He says “behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself”: how interesting that He should draw attention to these hands and feet.  The last they had seen of His hands and feet was when they were nailed to the cross, and the marks of His suffering were still there, yet here He was before them, in life, desiring to bring them into what was greater, the entrance into what was heavenly.  

The Lord continues; He eats with them, and then He opens their understanding to understand the Scriptures, and says, “Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to rise from among the dead the third day”.  What that was for the Lord!  He has secured something, and this is what He seeks now from your heart, that there might be an answer to the precious love that He displayed at Calvary, and an answer to the precious light that shines out from heaven even now.  It is the light of the glad tidings, the light of the glory of the testimony and all that has been secured for the glory of God, the light of the eternal day that we can touch now, because Christ has gone into heaven.  The passage says, “And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them.  And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven”.  He “was carried up into heaven”, He was “received up in glory”, 1 Tim.3:16.  You can also read in the Scriptures about the One who has ascended far above all the heavens (Eph.4:10).  It has been said that ‘every intelligence and sphere were filled with the Lord Jesus Christ as He went up’1; what a glorious reception, as Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father.  You can give Him that same reception in your heart now, as you are sitting in your seat.  Open up your heart and let Him in; recognise that He is “King of kings, and Lord of lords”, Rev.19:16.  Friend, recognise that His glory and His light – all that is associated with Him – shines out and fills heaven.  You can enjoy this now and in the eternal day.

These wonderful things are for us to lay hold of.  That is what they did here: “And they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”.  You might ask, ‘How did they do that?  How could they do that when the Lord had been taken up?’  The answer is in verse 49: “And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high”.  Yes, the Lord has left this scene and has gone to glory, and the glorious heavenly sphere that will be enjoyed in the eternal day has begun there.  It has begun in heaven, but it has begun on earth too, although not yet publicly here.   But it will be so in the coming day, when “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”, 1 Thess.4:16.  That is the rapture, when He will come to take all His own to be with Himself.  

Then there will be His appearing, the day of the public vindication of the Lord on the earth, and He will reign supreme for a thousand years; what a period of blessing it will be!  But the joy of heaven can be known in our hearts now in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Lord speaks of the coming of the Holy Spirit when He commands them to remain in the city until they were “clothed with power from on high”.  There would be a period of time in which the Holy Spirit was witness to the ascension of Christ into heaven.  Now the Holy Spirit has come here as power from on high.  Why?  To dwell in the hearts of those who love Christ.  As you open the door of your heart to let Christ in, you can ask the Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit, and as you do there is no doubt that you will receive the Spirit.  God loves to give the blessing of the Holy Spirit freely.  Scripture speaks about the windows of heaven opening and the blessing being poured out (Mal.3:10).  That speaks of the Holy Spirit coming in, the storehouses of heaven being poured out, so that your heart might be filled with the joy of heavenly things, and with the glory of Christ, for the pleasure of God.  

May this be the portion of each one.  May the Lord bless us, that there would be edification and increase in our hearts from what has been said, to His glory. 

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

29 December 2024

 

Ross Pye

 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Luke 24:36-53 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? [39] behold my hands and my feet, that it is *I* myself. Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having. [40] And having said this he shewed them his hands and his feet. [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat? [42] And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb; [43] and he took it and ate before them. [44] And he said to them, These [are] the words which I spoke to you while I was yet with you, that all that is written concerning me in the law of Moses and prophets and psalms must be fulfilled. [45] Then he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures, [46] and said to them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to rise from among the dead the third day; [47] and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem. …

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Philippians 2:6-8 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Ephesians 4:10 (JND) [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things;

Revelation 19:16 (JND) [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.



WHAT IS PASSING, AND WHAT ABIDES


Matthew 24:35;  1 John 2:14 (from “I have written to you, young men”) -17;  

2 Corinthians 4:16-18;  1 John 2:8

 

I seek help from the Holy Spirit to speak about what is passing, and what abides.  The Lord Jesus, in this verse in Matthew where we read, says “The heaven and the earth shall pass away”.  It is understandable for us to think that the earth and heaven are permanent, that they have always been this way – the mountains have always been the way they are for as long as anyone can remember, and the stars have always been there too.  It seems that they are permanent, but the Lord Jesus says that they shall pass away.  We are living in a temporary place.  You could also say that our natural lives here on the earth are temporary lives – they are passing.  But in contrast to what is temporary and passing, there is what abides, what is permanent; in the Lord’s words, that which “shall in no wise pass away”.  It is a strengthened negative: “my words shall in no wise pass away”.  This sentence is identical in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke; it is as if the Lord Jesus would emphasise this, that “my words shall in no wise pass away”.

Have you heard the words of Jesus?  Have you heard His voice?  Have you heard what He is saying to you?  He said, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matt.11:28.   Have you heard these words, the words of Jesus, beloved?  It is good to hear them, but in one sense it is not enough simply to hear them.  The Lord Jesus also said, “why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?”, Luke 6:46.  In that passage, the Lord goes on to say, “Every one that come to me, and hears my words and does them, I will show you to whom he is like.  He is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep” (vv.47,48).  Beloved, hearing the words of Jesus gives you a foundation in your life, if you act on them.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31) is what Paul and Silas said.  The Lord says, “my words shall in no wise pass away”.  Think of the great volume of words that there must be in the world, as a result of technology that exists now.  I suppose there are more words written now than there have ever been in the history of time.  These words can cause people to be confused and misled.  Beloved, unless the words concern the things of Jesus, they are passing; they are of the world and they are passing away.  No matter how many words there may be, or what technology produces them or repeats them, they are all passing, but “my words shall in no wise pass away” – the precious words of Jesus.  The world is full of empty words, but the words of Jesus are precious.  They are valuable, they are lasting, they have eternal value.  

Make sure that you have heard the words of Jesus, and that you have answered to them.  As well as His words, there is His voice, communicating something to you about His feelings for you.  Sometimes when we receive a text message, we do not know what the person who sent it is feeling towards us; we do not know what the person really means.  I may think that the person who wrote is upset with me.  Perhaps the person did not intend that at all.  The voice of Jesus, however, conveys His feelings.  He would speak to you when you are on your knees in communion with Him.  He would have you to recognise who it is that is speaking to you.  A voice is unique to a person.  Beloved, let us value the words of Jesus, and His voice as He speaks to us, because what He says to us, and the effect of it, is permanent and eternal, and will never pass away.  Everything that is created will pass away, as the Lord says here.  There will be a “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness”, 2 Pet.3:13.  This poor earth has been spoiled by sin and man’s sinning and will soon pass away.

The passage I read in 1 John refers to the world, and the fact that it is passing.  The heavens and the earth speak of what is created, of course, but we could think of the world as a system under the power of Satan, an active system, an organisation of evil calculated to trap men and women and children in it and thus to prevent them from turning to God.  Satan’s objective is to rob God of what He deserves.  God deserves your worship: “the Father seeks such as his worshippers”, John 4:23.  He seeks you as a worshipper.  No matter how young you are, or how old, the Lord Jesus would love you to be a worshipper of God.  But the world is against that, and the ruler of this world, Satan, is against that.  The passage I read is addressed to young men.  There are young men here today – indeed it is a feature of the meeting in this place.  The apostle says, “I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you”.  We spoke about that in the reading meeting: you have heard the words of the Lord, you have learned them, you have applied yourself to reading the Scriptures, and to learning the truth set out in ministry which was given in the power of the Holy Spirit, and you have gained from it.  You have known the word of God abiding in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.  

But we all know what it is, sometimes, to go back a little, and to slip away a little.  Today might be an occasion that the Lord would use to encourage us to go on and to pursue the things that are eternal and permanent.  Everything in this world is passing.  It might seem attractive, it might seem sophisticated, or refined, or interesting, or enjoyable.  The scripture speaks of “the temporary pleasure of sin”, Heb.11:25.  That is all the world can offer, things that are temporary.  Satan knows that, and so he becomes more and more desperate to distract you, and deflect you from what is really important – that is the things concerning the Lord Jesus and His words.  “And the world is passing”: what a comfort that is.  In the world today, people are genuinely frightened.  There are educated and intelligent persons who are scared about what is happening in the world, and they are beginning to admit it.  They are worried about what is taking place, the unleashing of technology, built by man’s mind and Satan no doubt promoting these things.  He is spoken of as “the ruler of the authority of the air”, Eph 2:2.  People in the world are fearful, but the things of the world are passing, they are passing away.  The attractive things in this world that may, for the moment, have your attention – they may even hold your affections if you are bound up with them rather than being bound up with Jesus, so look away from them – they are passing!  The whole world system is passing.  

The scripture adds, “but he that does the will of God abides for eternity”.  It is like “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them”, already referred to.  Are you hearing the words of Jesus, and are you doing them?  What does He ask you to do?  He asks you to remember Him (see Luke 22:19).  That would be included in doing “the will of God”; simply coming to Jesus, remembering Him and following Him.  The Lord said to Peter, “follow thou me”, John 21:22.  The words of Jesus!  Are you following Him in your life, or are you following your own way?  Are you following a way that leads away from Him, and into the world?  It has been said that you can only be contributing to the building of one of two cities: Babylon here, or Jerusalem above2 .  That may seem stark; you may say, I am just looking at things in the world, I am only doing that occasionally; but by being occupied with it you are contributing to it and supporting it.  Do not support something that is passing.  Invest your time and have your affections in what is worthwhile, what is heavenly, what is permanent, what is true.  It says, “he that does the will of God abides for eternity” – it is true of the person who does God’s will.  Do not be someone who is going to pass away with the world; I trust there is no-one like that here.  If you do the will of God, you will abide for eternity.  You will be able to stand, and to withstand too, while we are still in the world, yet not of it.  Beloved, I feel the test of this myself, but the Lord would encourage us and remind us of the proper value of things; the Holy Spirit would help us to do that, to have an assessment of the true value of things – what they are really worth.  The world is passing; it is spiritually worthless.  The world itself cast out my Saviour, it considered Him to be worthless.  How could you be interested in a world that did that?  But what is eternal is worthwhile.

I read in Corinthians because sometimes doing the will of God will involve suffering; indeed, it will always involve suffering.  I cannot speak about suffering in a way that many here could; I cannot claim to know anything much about it.  But there is suffering, and it is felt in different ways.  People suffer in their circumstances, at home, or at work, in their health or in their families, or in their local assemblies; beloved ones suffer.  Paul writes these words that we have read, I think, to reassure us that when we are doing the will of God, then “our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day”, and “our momentary and light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”.  What is outward is temporary, these mortal bodies that we have, but what is inward is renewed day by day.  Beloved friend, do you know what it is to be renewed day by day inwardly?  You will receive communications from divine Persons as you spend time with the Holy Spirit in private communion with Him, and with the Lord Jesus, the Son of God; and with the Father of glory.  That is time well spent, time well invested.  The world is putting claims on our time as never before; it is worth spending time in the presence of God.  You will find what it is to be renewed inwardly day by day.  It is a day-by-day matter.  It refers to what is accumulated day by day, a little at a time.  

Paul writes about affliction here – he knew about affliction.  He lists in the epistle all the things that he bore, shipwreck and many other things (see 2 Cor.11:25-27); yet he refers to “our momentary and light affliction”: he includes himself in that.  Why did he consider it to be light?  I think it is because he is comparing it with the result that it works out.  Beloved friend, I am not belittling what we may suffer; we feel it deeply and keenly.  But as you pass through suffering with the Lord Jesus, the One who is tender in His sympathy, who is able to sympathise with us because He has been here and He has suffered (see Heb.4:14-16), you will find that the Lord Jesus knows what you are passing through.  He could say, through the words of the prophet, “see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow”, Lam.1:12.  The Lord Jesus knows; He knows all about you and He would be with you in the sorrow.  When we are in it with Him, the suffering “works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”.  It is contrasted to what is momentary and light; it is something that is eternal and substantial, “an eternal weight of glory”.  It is being accumulated – have you been accumulating that glory day by day?  Have you been reading and praying; and contemplating Jesus, asking the Holy Spirit to point you to Him?  If so, you will have been building up that eternal weight of glory.  

You might say, ‘I am just young’.  Dear young friend, if you commit yourself to spending time with Jesus every day, you will find that there is something spiritual built up in you, something that is accumulated in you that corresponds to this eternal weight of glory.  It might not be seen yet, but a day is coming when this “eternal weight of glory” will be seen.  At present, “we look not at the things that are seen”, that is everything that goes on around us, the things that are going on in the world, these are the things that are seen.  How sad they are, and our feelings of sympathy go out towards our fellow men, and we cry to God that they may be saved through hearing the words of Jesus.  But let us not have the things that are seen as our occupation.  Let us look “at the things that are not seen”.  ‘How can I look at things that are not seen?’ you might ask.  Well, you need faith and the Holy Spirit, and then you are able to look at things that are not seen; “the things that are seen are for a time”, they are passing, they are temporary; “but those that are not seen eternal”.  Think of that!  The scripture says, “But now we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus … crowned with glory and honour”, Heb.2:8,9.  That is something that is not passing, that will never pass.  He is there, installed in glory; the Father has given Him that place and we can see Him there.  It says, “But now we see not yet all things subjected to him” – not yet, but soon we will see everything subjected to Him, and what a change this world will see!  Beloved, this is our opportunity to be engaged with what is abiding, what is eternal, what is permanent, what is of Christ and of God, what pleases God.  Nothing of the world pleases God; the world is entirely opposed to the Father: that is something the apostle John presents here.  He contrasts the world with the Father.

In the second passage in John’s epistle where we read, John says, “I write a new commandment … which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”.  As I understand it, the “in him” there means ‘in Christ’.  It has been said in ministry that darkness has had its day3.  How could that be?  It seems that the darkness in this world is getting worse and worse!  Beloved, every believer on the Lord Jesus on the face of this earth has the true light already shining in them.  Do you have it?  If you have come to Jesus, if you believe in Him, you can be here as a light in this world – as “children of God in the midst of a crooked and  perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in the world”, Phil.2:15.  How pleasing it must be to God to see that the world has not been overcome entirely by darkness, but there is light there, light in the darkness; and “which thing is true in him and in you” – in Christ.  Think of Him as the light of the world, and think of God in whom there is no darkness at all!  There could never be a trace of darkness with God; it would be impossible to think of any darkness in Him.  

We were once in darkness, were we not?  We were once far from God and in darkness, but now “the darkness is passing”.  You might say that darkness is passing, one believer at a time.  That divine light from Christ, the light of the world, has shone into every believing heart, the light of Christ Himself, and then it is shining out again.  “The darkness is passing”.  It will soon pass entirely: the Sun of righteousness will arise (Mal.4:2).  Think of the beams of light that He will shed.  Every one then will know the Lord Jesus.  Think of the light that will spread across this poor, dark world.  Think of the ignorance of God that there is in the world today – that is what darkness suggests (see Eph.4:18) – those who are ignorant of God and do not care about Him; they are dark, morally dark.  But think of the light that you have inside you!  It is an interesting expression, “the true light” – not only light, but “the true light”.  It is not an appearance of light, or something superficial or transient; it is a deep, lasting, pure light.  And it conveys the character of what is in Him – “which thing is true in him and in you”.  

That is a wonderful contemplation, that the light that was seen in Jesus, that same light, has shone into you as a believer.  Why?  For the shining out again.  I feel to my shame that I sometimes hinder the shining out of that light again.  The Lord Jesus said, “if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light”, Matt.6:22.  I think that is the answer, beloved, to have our eye single, simply fixed on Jesus.  You can ask the Spirit to help you as you go through your life day by day, to have Jesus before you, and to have a simple view of Jesus.  Then there will be less and less to hinder that light shining out from you, and your whole body will be light.  There will be something that can be taken account of by people around; they will be able to look on you and say, ‘That person is not like other people in the world; what is it that makes them like that?’.  And you could be the cause of someone being attracted to Jesus.  What a victory!  

Friends, “the darkness is passing”.  Satan will not have the last word.  That could never be so; God will have the last word.  “The darkness is passing”: it has already started to pass because of the light that is shining in people like you and me, through the grace of God, the people here in this room.  What a victory God is going to have over the world.  Let us spend the little time that remains until we shall see Jesus face to face – engaged with Him, occupied with Him, investing our time in, and devoting our affections to, the things that are abiding.  Let us hear the words of Jesus and do His will, knowing something of the eternal weight of glory that is being built up.  The occasions of our gathering are opportunities to accumulate “an eternal weight of glory”.  Come to the meetings when you can: the Lord speaks there.  You will gain something that will go through to eternity, something that the world cannot give you.  No matter what it pretends to offer you, it cannot match what God can give you and what God is doing, which is eternal.  It will go through into that eternal day when there will be no darkness.    It says in Revelation that “night shall not be there” (chap.21:25).  A day is coming when there will be no more darkness.  We are looking for the One who is coming and will bring in that wonderful day.  In the meantime, let us spend our time occupied with what is permanent, and what is abiding and what is worthwhile.  

May the Lord bless the word.
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Scripture references

Matthew 24:35 (JND) [35] The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away.

1 John 2:14 (JND) [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

1 John 2:14 (JND) [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

1 John 2:8 (JND) [8] Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines.

1 John 2:8 (JND) [8] Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines.

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Luke 6:46 (JND) [46] And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.

Hebrews 11:25 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin;

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

2 Corinthians 11:25-27 (JND) [25] Thrice have I been scourged, once I have been stoned, three times I have suffered shipwreck, a night and day I passed in the deep: [26] in journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from [my own] race, in perils from [the] nations, in perils in [the] city, in perils in [the] desert, in perils on [the] sea, in perils among false brethren; [27] in labour and toil, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

2 Corinthians 11:25-27 (JND) [25] Thrice have I been scourged, once I have been stoned, three times I have suffered shipwreck, a night and day I passed in the deep: [26] in journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from [my own] race, in perils from [the] nations, in perils in [the] city, in perils in [the] desert, in perils on [the] sea, in perils among false brethren; [27] in labour and toil, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Lamentations 1:12 (JND) [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger.

Hebrews 2:8-9 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Philippians 2:15 (JND) [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world,

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Ephesians 4:18 (JND) [18] being darkened in understanding, estranged from the life of God by reason of the ignorance which is in them, by reason of the hardness of their hearts,

Matthew 6:22 (JND) [22] The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light:



THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 4


The day of atonement gives a unique presentation of the death of Christ.  It comes in as meeting the glory of God, after the complete failure of that which stood in relation to Him.  It supposes the breakdown of everything according to the flesh in a people who had a place in relation to God.  It meets the exercise awakened by a history of departure and corruption, and ruin of the outward order as set up by God.  We have to take things up now in the light of the departure and complete failure of the people of God and of the priesthood.  Such will be the exercise of an awakened and enlightened Israel, and such is ours today.  Each one must “afflict” his soul, for all have been involved in the common sin of a ruined profession.  Not one of us can say that he is not involved in the sin of Christendom’s departure from God.  Most Christians will admit that there has been, and is, great failure, but the remedy which is generally proposed is increased activity.  It is thought that if Christians were more earnest and energetic, things would be put right.  But the case is too serious to be met in that way.  “Ye shall do no manner of work on that same day; for it is a day of atonement, to make atonement for you before Jehovah your God.”  It has to be met by the solemn recognition that all on our side has failed and come to ruin.  

This is a humbling exercise, but it leads to a great appreciation of the death of Christ and of the mercy-seat.  Everything that is for God is the fruit of mercy, and stands in the value of the death of Christ.  The remnant includes all that is for God, and such have to learn that all blessing is the fruit of God’s acting from Himself when every title to blessing has been forfeited by man.  It was so at the beginning: God brought in blessing, not because there was anything in man to deserve it, but because of what He was; because of the delight He had in Christ; and because of the value of the death of Christ.  Now, He brings in recovery on the same principle.

The true import of the death of Christ can only be apprehended in the light of Christ glorified, and by giving place to the Spirit.  In this way the Spirit being poured out on them, the remnant of Israel will learn the marvellous import of the death of their Messiah.  They will rightly keep the holy convocation of the day of atonement and will afflict their souls.  

One of the greatest spiritual gains of recent times is the enlarged and deepened understanding of the death of Christ in its varied aspects – in its wondrous results for God and man; in its blessed import, as bringing to an end the history of the man after the flesh and giving full expression to the holy love of God; in its disclosure of all the perfections of Christ in the fullest way, and in its revelation of His love for the saints individually and for the assembly.  The way the Lord’s supper has been restored, is a very striking feature of the present ways of God, and it has greatly served to magnify the death of the Lord before the hearts of His own.  

C. A. Coates, from Words of Truth 1954, p.58

 

 

 


THE GOSPEL OF GOD


If you study the early part of the Acts of the apostles, you will see that the great object in the preaching was that those who believed might receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  What gave occasion to the first preaching was the descent of the Holy Spirit; they had to account for it.  So, too, in Samaria.  The apostles went down when they heard that Samaria had received the word of God, and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  So, too, Cornelius.  Peter spoke words whereby they might be saved.  While he yet spoke, the Holy Spirit fell on them.  The point was that they might receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  So, too, at Ephesus.  They had believed, and when Paul came down he laid his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came on them.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is the great end of the gospel.

There are two parts in John’s gospel – the personal work of Christ, and the coming of the Comforter.  Christ removed what hindered the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

The great end in preaching has been being saved.  The great end, according to Scripture, is the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In Romans 8 we find the functions, the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer.  It is to place us in relation to God according to the pattern of the Man who has entered in – the Forerunner.  This involves the most amazing change in us – the transformation of saints from the earthly to the heavenly order.  You must be constituted of that order.  Christ, the second Man, is the pattern, and the Holy Spirit works according to that pattern.  The end will be that we shall bear the image of the heavenly.  This could not be unfolded to us if the Holy Spirit had not come.

 

F. E. Raven NS Vol.20 p.282
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Scripture references

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …
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