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THE LORD’S TIMING AND THE LORD’S 
PROPERTY  
J. Earl  
1 Corinthians 6: 20; Ephesians 5: 25 (from “Christ also 
loved”)–27  
We often hear it said that such and such a brother or sister 
has been taken by the Lord to be with Himself. I want to stress 
that this is the Lord’s matter, the Lord’s doing. He has initiated 
it, and He is seeing it through. Sometimes on our side we 
speak of accidents, misjudgments, failings, and the like; on the 
divine side there are no second causes. This is the Lord’s 
matter from start to finish; He timed it to perfection, not before, 
not after, exactly when He wanted it to be. We were singing in 
the hymn (No. 398) about the Lord coming to claim His own, 
and that we sense is just ahead; but what has happened at 
this time is that the Lord has claimed one of His own. We bless 
Him for it.  
I read the verse in 1 Corinthians 6 because I think it needs to 
come home to us, more than perhaps it ever has come home 
to us before, that we are not our own; we are not, dear 
brethren; we belong to Christ. He has bought us; He has paid 
the price. What a price! Our sister belonged to the Lord, she 
was not her own, and the Lord has put in His claim and He has 
taken her. We rejoice in that. What a thing it is to know that the 
Lord is having His way.  
What a price He has paid for each one of us! If we are 
believers here today it is equally true of each of us, that we are 
not our own, we have been bought with a price; we belong to 
the Lord. It is, of course, a question as to how much we 
recognize that and give the Lord His way and acknowledge 
His rights over us, but He has the right in any case.


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 6:20 (JND) [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

1 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] Dare any one of you, having a matter against another, prosecute his suit before the unjust, and not before the saints? [2] Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of [the] smallest judgments? [3] Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life? …
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It is an absolute right that He has to take His own when He 
pleases, when it suits Him to do it, and He knows that the case 
in question is ready for Him, to take that person away. He 
makes no mistakes.  
I went through .a stressful time about three years ago when a 
verse brought great comfort to me where the psalmist says, 
“Jehovah will perfect what concerneth me”, Psalm 138: 8. I am 
quite sure, dear brethren, that that will be the case; in spite of 
our failings and short-comings, whatever it might be, (there are 
not any on His side). God will have His way, and His end will 
be reached. So the psalmist says at the end of that verse, “thy 
loving-kindness, O  
Jehovah, endureth for ever; forsake not the works of thine own 
hands”. That is what it is; that was the work that was 
accomplished in the soul of our sister. God’s work, divine 
work, and it is finished. She is now with the Lord, with the 
myriads that are waiting, at rest I am sure; at peace, happy, 
waiting for a body of glory. May the thought of it lift us, and 
especially our brother with us. Our sister is with Christ, and 
she is waiting for the full thought, when the Lord will claim all 
His own, as we sang in the hymn.  
The hymn passed from the individual side to the thought of the 
assembly. That encouraged me to link these scriptures 
because I think we need lifting to Christ’s side of these 
matters.  
Now, what is next His heart, you might say, is His coming to 
claim the assembly, and it must be very near. So in this 
wonderful chapter, Ephesians 5, it is put remarkably—“Christ 
also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, 
in order that certain things might be fulfilled—“in order that he 
might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the 
word”. How good it is just to make way for that, each of us, 
“the washing of water by


Scripture references

Psalms 138:8 (JND) [8] Jehovah will perfect what concerneth me: thy loving-kindness, O Jehovah, [endureth] for ever; forsake not the works of thine own hands.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …
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the word”. But there is an end in mind, a climax to all this, and 
it is a glorious one, “that he might present the assembly to 
himself”. Not only is our sister with Christ, with myriads more, 
but the Lord is about to claim the assembly, and by Himself to 
present it, to Himself, if I might put it that way. No other agency 
is referred to. What a thought that is! What a time it will be! 
The assembly belongs to Him, dear brethren, belongs to no 
other, He has purchased it; I think we rightly use that word in 
connection with the purchase of the assembly. You will 
remember that Boaz goes over the ground before the elders in 
the gate, and they were to witness that he had bought certain 
things, the property of Elimelech and the two sons, but he 
says, ‘moreover Ruth the Moabitess have I purchased to be 
my wife’ (Ruth 4: 10), and the assembly is His wife, dear 
brethren; when the day of the marriage comes it is said, ‘and 
His wife has made herself ready’, Revelation 19: 7. It is a 
wonderful thing to have part in that, and it lies, we believe, just 
ahead.  
What it says here is that He will ‘present the assembly to 
Himself’. It causes the perfection of His manhood to shine forth 
in His love for the woman of His choice; at the same time only 
God could do that, so that His deity is implied in this action—
“present the assembly to himself”. I just want to press that the 
Lord is going to have the assembly exactly as He wishes it to 
be; that is how He sees it; and He has an end in that way in 
view in regard of each one of us. Oh that we might be ready to 
submit to His hand, to let Him have His way in bringing about 
devoted committal to Himself and His interests here. It is so 
urgent, so important.  
“Having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it 
might be holy and blameless”, and it will be, and we rejoice in 
the satisfaction that that will bring to the heart  
of Christ. “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied” (Isaiah 53: 11), and we glory in it.


Scripture references

Ruth 4:10 (JND) [10] moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.
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I come back to this point; we are here today and with each one 
of us the washing of water by the word is going on; let the 
thought arrest us, we are not our own; we have been bought 
with a price. Paul says, “the Son of God, who has loved me 
and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. Could there be any 
greater incentive to cause devoted committal to Christ 
amongst us, and to what is of Himself here? I leave it at that. 
Peter speaks about the blood; we have been redeemed by 
precious blood; that is the price, dear brethren. Let it come 
home afresh to every heart that we have been bought, we 
belong to Another. May the Lord bless the word.  
Word at the burial of Mrs. M. Grace, Melbourne 
6 March 1989


Scripture references

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.
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TURNING POINTS OF LIFE  
W. Dickson  
Galatians 4: 4, 5; Luke 15: 17, 18; Romans 8: 1, 2; Philippians 
3: 7, 8  
One would like the help of the Spirit at this time to address you 
in regard to the turning points of life, and to raise with you the 
question whether, in life’s journey, you have reached any of 
these turning points. After the fall, man set out on a journey. It 
says of Cain that he “went out from the presence of Jehovah” 
(Genesis 4: 16), he became a wanderer, and man without God 
is on that road still. The longer he traverses it, the farther he 
goes from God and the deeper he goes into degradation and  
darkness. There are many here who can thank God for the 
turning points in their life, when they were arrested by God on 
that journey away from Him. We hope that these meetings 
may be a turning point for some in their links with God and 
with Christ.  
So I have read from Galatians 4 to speak of the great turning 
point in the ways of God when He inaugurated this present 
dispensation of grace, when the long dark shadow that had 
covered human history, with only a slight glimmer of light in the 
darkness, was coming to an end in the incoming of God in the 
Person of Christ. Oh, what a change it was “when the fulness 
of the time was come”, when God moved in a way in which He 
had not hitherto moved, in grace seeking the reconciliation of 
His creature to Himself; it was the fulness of time. O, beloved 
hearers, because of that turning point we are here tonight, 
able to preach to you of this wonderful God who has come 
forth in blessing toward His creature. It says, “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son”. What 
an appeal God made to men! He did not just make a 
proclamation by angels, He sent forth His Son. That Babe lay 
in a manger and touched humanity at its lowest point. Jesus’


Scripture references

Galatians 4:4-5 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship.

Luke 15:17-18 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine. [18] I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee;

Romans 8:1-2 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Genesis 4:16 (JND) [16] And Cain went out from the presence of Jehovah, and dwelt in the land of Nod, toward the east of Eden.

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …
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hands touched the leper. His feelings moved out in 
compassion to the woman at Sychar’s well. He touched the 
dead body and raised it to life—what a manifestation of God, 
such as had never been seen in this scene before. God 
appearing in the Person of His own Son in grace in order to 
reach man and to give him light as to what His heart was.  
Men had never known fully what the heart of God was until 
Jesus came. There had been men like Abraham, like David 
and Moses, who had some impression of it, but it was never 
manifest in fullness till Jesus came. He came here, God’s Son, 
come of woman, not an angelic being but come of woman,  
One who could enter into the feelings of the hearts of men, 
into the burdens of sin and sorrow that distress the human 
heart. He could draw near to you tonight. O, beloved hearers, 
do you know how near Jesus can come to you? He would not 
be distant, He would not come to you patronisingly. He would 
come to you in all the sympathy and feeling of His heart, just to 
where you are tonight in your heart, in your soul. Oh, the 
nearness of Jesus! My heart rejoices when I think of that. If He 
had come as an angel, how different it would have been, but 
He came in flesh and blood, He took a body that He might die 
on the cross. Beloved hearers, let me speak to you of the 
great facts of the gospel. Jesus died, the most momentous 
happening in human history. Why did He die? Why did the Son 
of God die? Why did the One who was spotless, a pleasure to 
His Father—why did He die? O, beloved hearers, He died for 
you. He died as the Sin-bearer. He died as the One who bore 
the judgment of God in order that that judgment might not rest 
upon you.  
O, beloved hearer, let me appeal to you again. Do you know 
the Saviour? Do you know that One who would come near to 
you tonight? He died on the cross for you, a Substitute, if you 
accept by faith His blessed work; it is for you He died—a 
wondrous fact! I can say that He died for me, and I can say for 
you He died, if by faith you accept that precious work of His.
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And then, He shed His blood to redeem—that precious word ‘ 
redeem’! How did He redeem?  
Do you know that no other price could be paid for your 
precious soul but the blood of Jesus?—that blood that satisfied 
the claims of God, that met the righteousness of His throne, 
that blood that was accepted in expiation of your guilt. Jesus 
shed His precious blood. No wonder we sang at the outset of 
our reading,  
‘E’en heav’n itself no richer knows  
Than the Redeemer’s blood’.  
Even in glory we will sing of that blood. You will rejoice in your 
high estate, but you will sing of the blood of Jesus, that 
precious blood that was shed in order that the heart of God in 
all its fulness might be made known to you (see Revelation 5: 
9, 10).  
Then it says, “that we might receive sonship”, God’s greatest 
blessing for you. He has a place for you in His heart as a son, 
wonderful fact, a place in His house, a place where all the 
fulness of His blessing is known in sonship. I ask all you young 
people, Could you aspire to anything in this world that could 
equal the magnificence of what God has in His heart for you in 
sonship? Nothing equals the greatness of it, and that all came 
to pass in that great turning point in time when God came forth 
as a Saviour God.  
So in Luke 15, this well-known chapter so beloved of 
preachers, and rightly so, here was this young man, perhaps 
like many. He had been like Cain, he had gone out from the 
presence of God, the presence of his father certainly, but from 
the presence of God he had gone out, a wanderer. Oh, are 
there any wanderers here tonight? Have you a feeling in your 
heart that you have lost touch, lost touch with God, lost touch 
with life, lost touch with the realities of life?—any wanderers


Scripture references

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …
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here? God would appeal to you tonight, there is a turning 
point. What brings you to the turning point in your history? 
Repentance. O, beloved hearers, that is a great turning point 
in life when, convicted by the Spirit of God in conscience and 
in heart, a person repents and turns to God. How many of us 
have known it, the blessedness of that turning point when we 
repented. Oh I would plead with you, get to God in repentance. 
Do not accept the Lord Jesus in a nominal kind of way. Let the 
Holy Spirit probe down into the depths of your moral being as 
to where you stand now in relation to God, in relation  
to His claims.  
This young man had tasted the depths of degradation and 
when his money was all spent, he found he was the loneliest 
person in the world. Once he had as many friends as anybody 
could desire, as long as he had money, as long as he could 
spend, he had friends, he had friends everywhere, but when it 
was all spent he found he was the loneliest person in the 
world. Have you ever been that way? Have you ever been in 
that state when you felt isolated; you felt that nobody cared for 
you; you felt that nobody loved you, that nobody bothered 
whether you lived or died? Well, let me tell you, God loves 
you, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, 
but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. It says of this young man 
that he came to himself. I marvel sometimes at the simplicity of 
Scripture, the simplicity of the language. It says, “And coming 
to himself”. Have you come to yourself? Have you come to this 
fact, that things have got to be narrowed down to yourself?—
not the fact that your father and mother were converted, the 
fact that you may have a long pedigree amongst the people of 
God. It must come down to just yourself. Wonderful thing!—
you say, ‘Jesus died for me’.  
The prodigal said, “How many hired servants of my father’s 
have abundance of bread, and I perish here by famine. I will 
rise up and go to my father”. We were speaking in the reading


Scripture references

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.
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about what gives pleasure to God, gives pleasure in heaven. I 
think a ripple of joy went through heaven’s courts when that 
lad said, “I will rise up and go to my father”. If any of you young 
people here do not know the Lord, take this turning point 
tonight. On life’s journey, many have missed the turning point. 
I know many who have said, ‘Not tonight, not tonight— 
perhaps another night’. That other night never  
came, it never came for them. I am not saying they died 
unsaved, I am not prepared to say that, but as far as the 
visible evidence went, they missed the turning point. Oh, may 
none of you tonight in this room, as the Spirit of God searches 
you and works in the depths of your soul, miss that turning 
point.  
Now, for the sake of many who may be a little way on in life’s 
journey, a little way on the Christian journey, I want to speak of 
another turning point. I want to speak about it practically, 
because many young people wonder will they ever come to 
this turning point and arrive at the solution of the greatest 
problem in the moral universe—the desire to do what is right 
being countered by the will of the flesh to do what is wrong. 
Have you reached that turning point, that great lesson in the 
moral universe, that “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set me free from the law of sin and of death”? There is a 
blessed Man in the presence of God, and no power can 
challenge God in regard to your blessing—free, free as ever 
you will be—no condemnation. How important to know the 
blessed Spirit and to make use of His service. You young 
people, when this matter has to be faced, who do you turn to?  
Do you turn to yourself? That is the point where people go 
wrong; they turn to themselves; they look into their own hearts 
and they see something which they cannot understand, 
another law in their members, something there in their 
members. Despite the fact that they are believers and they
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love the Lord, there is a law there in their members, and they 
look at that and they cannot understand it.  
The answer is that “the law of the Spirit of life” in another Man 
“in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of 
death”. That is real liberty when the Spirit of God through 
Christ  
has complete control of your affections and desires in relation 
to being here for the will of God. When you get to that turning 
point, Christianity shines with a holy lustre. You say, ‘Is that 
Christianity—liberty, joy, peace, a prospect of glory?’ The 
chapter finishes with that—a prospect of glory; that is 
Christianity. The God whom we know is a God of glory, the 
God who has the choicest and the greatest thoughts in His 
heart, and we prove them experimentally because we transfer 
our affections to Christ where He is. There is nothing so 
powerful as love, love for Christ, and not only the Christ that 
died, but the Christ who rose again, the Christ who is in the 
presence of God. I never ask an unconverted person if he 
loves Christ. How could he love Jesus? How could you love 
Jesus without any work of God in your heart? What an 
unconverted person needs is his conscience reached and 
repentance produced, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. But, 
oh, if you were just converted, I would ask you, Do you love 
Jesus? Oh, think of all these boys and girls in this company; 
some of them broke bread this morning. They could not tell 
you much about doctrine, perhaps they could not tell you much 
at all, but they could tell you, ‘I love Jesus’.  
So, here is the final turning point, at least as far as the 
occasion allows us to speak of it, that is, when the things of 
the world lose every appeal by the quickening power of the 
Spirit of God. You have a link with a heavenly Man and 
everything, else in this world fades into insignificance. “But 
surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on 
account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count
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them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”. That was a believer 
speaking. You might say to me, ‘I thought that when he was 
converted he would have gained Christ’. Yes, in  
one sense, but not in this sense. In other words, it is a great 
turning point in a believer’s life when he has one blessed Man 
before him, and that is Christ, and his joy and hopes are 
connected with a Man in the glory. What spiritual wealth have 
you got? What will you take into eternity? Dear young people, 
if you were to be taken out of the body tonight, would you 
leave everything? Thank God there are scores of people in 
this room tonight who will take everything with them. They will 
take the knowledge of Jesus, they will take the love of God, 
they will take spiritual wealth. I trust one thing they will leave 
behind them will be a testimony to the Man who redeemed 
them and brought them to God.  
May all of us reach these turning points. They are vital. 
Christianity is a vital thing. May God just use this word to bless 
us, bless us here, young and old tonight, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.  
Preaching at Grimsby 
19 September 1982
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HEAVEN  
D. C. Brown  
Luke 24: 50, 51; 15: 21, 7; 10: 20 (last clause)  
I would like to speak tonight about heaven. These scriptures 
all make reference to heaven, and three of them to what is in 
heaven. If you ask me, ‘Where is heaven?’ I do not know if I 
could say very much about that, but the important thing is that 
heaven is a place that contains—there is what is in heaven, 
and the most important thing of all is that there is a Man in 
heaven. We find in the  
first scripture that there was a Man carried up into heaven. 
There had never been a man in heaven before. Now one thing 
that is established in the fact that there is one Man in heaven 
is that if one Man can go there, the way has been made clear 
for others to go there. So we can tell you that there is one Man 
and He has established a place in heaven that others will be 
able to go into.  
The other thing about this Man in heaven is, What is He doing 
in heaven? I am very fond of this scripture at the end of Luke 
because it tells us the last thing that the Lord Jesus was seen 
to do. He did many things in His life here. One thing 
characterised all He did, and that same thing was what He 
was doing on the last occasion that anyone saw Him on earth. 
It says,  
“And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up 
his hands, he blessed them. And it came to pass as he was 
blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried 
up into heaven”. Well, I can assure you that from that time to 
this the Lord Jesus has never given up that glorious activity of 
blessing. His hands were lifted in blessing the last time that 
anyone saw Him. He is still doing it. It even tells us in the Acts 
of the Apostles that in the manner in which He has been seen


Scripture references

Luke 24:50-51 (JND) [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them. [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven.

Luke 15:21 (JND) [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son.
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going up. He will come back; He is going to come back 
blessing. But now is particularly the period of blessing, and 
that blessing of the One who is in heaven is a blessing that is 
available for you tonight. He is blessing; that is what He did 
time after time, day after day. Think of those days, the days of 
the Lord Jesus on earth, especially the days of those three-
and-a-half years of service, not much more than a thousand 
days of public service, and every day—blessing. That 
established the pattern that continues, so that there is a Man 
in heaven just now, distributing blessing, and that is to have its 
effect on your soul tonight.  
Now, you would say, there is one Man in heaven, one Man 
who has been received in glory, one Man who has been given 
a place. He has been given a place on the Father’s throne. 
That, too, characterizes this whole period of blessing, that 
there is a Man seated on the Father’s throne, distributing 
blessing. How is He able to do that? You cannot speak of the 
gospel without in some way making reference to the fact that 
this whole earth lies under a curse, and that the whole of 
mankind from the days of Adam, from the days of the first man 
that was upon earth, has been under a penalty. God created 
man; He created him for blessing. He created him and He 
gave him so much. He gave him a garden that he could enjoy; 
He gave him his wife that he could enjoy; He gave him all that, 
but very soon there was a curse upon this scene. Man was 
cast out of that garden because of sin coming in; but God’s 
affections were then exactly the same as His affections are 
now. His affection for men, His affection for Adam, His 
affection for Abel, His affection for Cain, His affection for 
everyone as they came on the scene, was the same as it is 
now, but these were persons under penalty. What was to be 
the answer to that? What was to be the answer to the curse 
that was upon this scene? How was God’s heart of blessing to 
be opened up to a scene that was covered by a curse?
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Well, there was only one way. God, in the greatness of His 
heart of love, would not allow His blessing to be for ever pent 
up. He was concerned that His blessing could flow out to men.  
You get the secret in the first few chapters of Genesis, and the 
secret is that a Man, the same One who is now at the Father’s 
right hand distributing blessing, had personally to become a 
curse. He was One who was distinct, who was apart from all 
these features that required the curse; the features of sin that 
you know in your heart, the features of lawlessness that  
have marked you since the time of your childhood, these 
features Jesus was apart from, distinct from. Every way He 
was afflicted; everything that has come upon anyone has in 
some way come upon the Lord Jesus, every sorrow. We think 
of the sorrows that there are in bereavement; the Lord Jesus 
has felt that kind of sorrow; He has felt everything of that kind, 
felt it so that He wept, but always distinct from any other 
person in that He is sin apart, no sin, not a taint of sin; in fact 
there was a man at the cross who had to give testimony—“this 
man has done nothing amiss”, Luke 23: 41. Now you know 
how often you do things amiss.  
You may not be trying to sin; you could almost say it is not sin, 
but it is amiss. You are trying to do your best and you cannot 
do it. Here was One, the Lord Jesus, not only without sin but 
without doing anything amiss; no word out of turn, no action 
out of turn, everything perfect according to God’s view.  
What did God do to that One? He caused that blessed, holy, 
blameless One to bear the penalty. The Lord Jesus was 
hanged, hanged upon the cross to bear sin, to bear the 
penalty and to remove the curse, to allow God’s heart of 
blessing for you to be opened up, to allow the blessing that 
had been in the heart of God towards all men to flow out 
freely. That is the way that Jesus has been, to bear the curse, 
to go to the cross; ‘through toil, and grief and loss, the Man of 
sorrows wends His way’, the hymn says, until that time when
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Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.
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He had to meet God’s judgment sword upon Him, God’s 
judgment upon Him, judgment upon sin. The Lord Jesus was 
treated as if my sins were His own; the full judgment that my 
sins deserved was upon Jesus. He was treated exactly as if 
they were His, as if He had done them Himself, and everyone 
who has trusted Him and everyone who knows Him as their 
Sin-bearer can say,  
‘Well, that is the Man, Jesus, who took that place, and every 
sin that I committed He has  
borne for me just as if it was His own sin. God treated Jesus 
as if my sins were His’. Do you know Him as the One who 
bore your sins in that way? He shed His precious blood. What 
is the efficacy, what is the value, of that precious blood of 
Jesus that flowed from His side? It is blood that is available to 
cleanse from all sin. There is not a sin that marks this universe 
that has ever been upon man, that cannot be wiped away by 
the precious blood of Jesus. Do you know it? Has it washed 
your sins away? Have you found that what was on you has 
been washed away?  
We have spoken of sins and I think we should see what the 
prodigal son says about his sins.  
He had turned away from his father. I know that the father is 
sometimes rightly referred to as God the Father. Think of it, 
that here was a man that had literally turned away from his 
father. He had gone away, on a way that was contrary to the 
will of his own father, but when he came back he said, “I have 
sinned against heaven”. Do you realize that the sins that you 
have committed are sins against heaven, that heaven is 
affronted by the sins that you have committed, that heaven is 
affected, heaven is distressed by the sins that you have 
committed?  
You may say that you have sinned against others. We find one 
of the great men of the Old Testament committed the most
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dreadful sin—David with the murder of Urijah. He comes to 
God about the matter; he comes like this man did, and he said 
to God, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned” (Psalm 51: 4); 
he realized that every sin was a sin in the eye of heaven, in 
the eye of God. So if you have slighted someone, if you have 
done something contrary, as the prodigal had done to his 
father, not so great as David’s sin but against someone else, 
realize that it is a sin not only against man, it is a sin before 
heaven. Admit that; accept in your soul that your sins are sins 
against heaven, that heaven has been  
interested in you, it has seen you, it has seen these sins 
committed, and it has been distressed by sins before heaven.  
What is the effect? What is the result? This man comes back, 
he says, “I have sinned against heaven and before thee”. Then 
you find something else that characterizes heaven. There is a 
Man in heaven who is blessing, but there is also joy in heaven. 
There is joy in heaven. Do you know that? Have you ever 
made heaven happy? I can tell you you have done things that 
have distressed, that have affronted heaven. Have you ever 
made heaven happy? Has there been delight in heaven over 
you? Think of the Father’s delight, think of the Son’s delight. It 
refers also to the delight of the angels; it says in verse 10, 
“there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting 
sinner”. Are you one who has been a repenting sinner and 
who is a repenting sinner? Are you causing joy to heaven 
today? Have you repented today? Have you turned, from your 
own way? Have you turned and admitted that these sins were 
sins in the eye of heaven, that you are hopeless and helpless 
to dispose of them, and that Jesus is the fount of blessing for 
you? What is the effect of that? Joy in heaven. Would you not 
like to make heaven happy tonight? Is there anyone who 
would not like to have heaven a happy place because of you? 
Heaven is so interested in you that there is joy in heaven if you 
should repent. And then you can have joy and rejoicing in your 
heart over the fact that something is established in heaven.
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Psalms 51:4 (JND) [4] Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in thy sight; that thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, be clear when thou judgest.
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We have spoken of what is in heaven. We have said there is a 
Man in heaven. He has established a place for me in heaven, 
and my name is there. My name is in heaven now. It will never 
be erased; there would never be anything that I could do that 
would cause that to be removed, my name in heaven.  
My name could be enregistered for an honour here, some 
honour that could be removed.  
Some years back someone who had been given an honour, a 
knight of the realm, was found to be a traitor. The honour was 
taken away. My honour is established firmly in heaven, it will 
never be taken away, and that is something that I can rejoice 
in, that my name is written in heaven. Is your name there? Is 
your name in heaven tonight? Are you sure that your name is 
registered in heaven, that whatever happens to you, whatever 
you may do, whatever sin or darkness may come into your 
soul or your heart, your name is there, your name is firmly 
inscribed in heaven and will never be blotted out? Wonderful, 
glorious thing that you can have that assurance! There is a 
Man in heaven; He wants to bless you. There can be joy in 
heaven as you are one who repents. May you know yourself 
as one who has these links with heaven, whose name is there 
firmly, never to be removed, and that you are going to continue 
in the sight of heaven, for the delight of heaven, for the 
pleasure of heaven, until the glorious moment we look forward 
to.  
How we look forward to the moment when that Man who is in 
heaven will come and take us to be with Him, to have our 
place with Him in heaven, in readiness for the further time 
when we will come with Him to see His righteousness, His 
complacency, established on the earth.  
It is a glorious fact that the Man who is enthroned on the 
Father’s throne in heaven is going to have His own throne; He 
is going to reign over the earth, and He is going to use me and 
He is going to use every one who has part in the assembly as
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His instrument of administration in this scene, a scene entirely 
for His delight. I trust that would attract you to the Man who 
has never ceased blessing and who is waiting, ready, able, 
willing to bless you tonight. Come into it, we would plead with 
.you tonight, for His name’s sake.  
Preaching in Kirkcaldy 
11 December 1988
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS  
Following are extracts from letters written by Mrs. Ruth 
Hardwick (widow of Mr.P. H.  
Hardwick), whom the Lord took on 6th January 1989. They 
have kindly been made available by Mrs. G. Cossham.  
3 Nov., 1983  
What it means to us, when we can no longer care for 
ourselves, to prove a Father’s care. This now means you can 
give your time up to what I know is so near your heart, to learn 
more of the way God in His love brings us into touch with the 
great sphere of things in His own mind—Christ, and the 
assembly, now and eternally to be for His praise. It is such 
depth, and yet the Holy Spirit in us is the power to search 
things out.  
We have been going through much exercise … as you know. 
God’s love will have every matter thoroughly searched out. 
Persons are not the issue, but the truth, so guarded and 
preserved by those who have gone before. Now it means 
prayer and fasting and much patience to be with the Lord in all 
matters.  
23 Nov., 1983  
I had the report that you were safely through the operation 
…What peace it gives us to know not one thing is unknown to 
our faithful Creator … I do pray for you that the sense of the 
nearness of the Lord Jesus may help you with patience and 
peace, for it may be a few weeks before medical treatment 
shows the result …  
The prayers going up from so many bring out God’s love, 
proved specially when we so need it, but never more precious 
to each one of us than when we remember that He gave His
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beloved Son for us, that we might never have to bear our guilt. 
He bore it in all its unspeakable reality when forsaken by His 
God upon the cross, and we trust in His precious blood for our 
redemption. What a Saviour! and what He has brought to us 
through His death, resurrection, and ascension, being raised 
to the Father’s throne—blessed, glorious, living Lord! How 
soon we may be with Him, but for a little while we can be more 
than ever free in our spirits to find our part with Him where He 
now is.  
6 June 1985  
What ways God has for each one of us! But what love He has 
for us! The work goes on, soon to come forth in its own 
reflection of Christ as He has been formed in each one of us. 
How real it is just to rest in what He is doing, not showing us 
all at once, but staying with us to give grace for what otherwise 
we should be unable for.  
3 February 1988  
How touching it is to think that all the work has been done, and 
Jesus lives, our glorious Saviour, and He keeps us now in this 
present time, protected and blest until He comes.  
25 May 1988  
… the standard is really the Lord’s rights in all things. Do you 
feel sometimes that it is a challenge to us as to how far we 
have the Lord’s rights before us in our lives? But we go on 
praying that He will keep His way of love before us, and so 
keep us dependent. What a Saviour!  
12 October 1988  
I desire to be specially strengthened not to weary in sharing 
the precious interests of Christ I feel the Lord has put me in
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touch with help to go on every day, and so I want to be 
dependent.


23

23 
CHARTING A COURSE  
I. L. Gray  
The time is now upon us all  
For each to make a stand—  
The Lord of glory, or this world?  
The choice is in our hand.  
Ah, Lord, the time is short indeed  
Of man’s allotted span;  
His life a passing vapour is,  
Appearing ‘neath Thy hand.  
This world and all it can afford,  
Empty, and void of light,  
From sorrow unto sorrow leads,  
On to eternal night.  
Our daily toil is not our life,  
It fills our days—Till when?  
Merely to pass the time away,  
Or till He comes again?  
Oh, let us lay up heavenly wealth—  
Garden and home can wait—  
Temporal things that now ensnare  
Count not at heaven’s gate.  
Lord Jesus, King of glory Thou;  
I am Thy servant now,  
To serve Thee here till Thou dost come;  
To Thy blest will I bow.  
Bristol, May 1989
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MUSINGS 
“BE PERFECTLY UNITED” We have often been reminded of 
the fact that, when there was so much in Corinth that called 
urgently for correction—carnality, pride, gross immorality, 
denial of the resurrection—the first matter which Paul singles 
out in his first epistle is division (1 Corinthians 1: 10). He says, 
“It has been shewn to me... that there are strifes among you”. 
To meet this he brings in the most weighty appeal—“Now I 
exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all say the same thing, and that there be not among 
you divisions; but that ye be perfectly united in the same mind 
and in the same opinion”. No exhortation could be more 
powerful than Paul’s use of the full title, “our Lord Jesus 
Christ”.  
The existence of strife or division anywhere must mean that 
there is insubjection to the supreme authority of the Lord, for if 
all are subject to His authority there must be unity.  
Then we have His personal name, Jesus. Has the charm and 
sweetness of that name lost its effect upon us? In Him we 
contemplate the perfection of devotion, humility, obedience 
and grace. Surely that name is sufficient to bow us afresh in 
submission to His blessed Person.  
Then He is the Christ, the Anointed, marked, out as the unique 
object of the Father’s delight  
and pleasure. As such, He is the Head of the assembly, the 
anointed company. Can strife or division mark the company of 
which He is the Head? Let us not be prepared to accept any 
continuing disunity as normal; let not our feeling’s become 
blunted as to its terrible character and how the Lord feels it. 
Let us resent any such intrusion into the area where all should 
be in holy subjection to Christ, and let every holy resolve and 
effort be directed to bringing about normal conditions and 
relationships for the sake of Him who, having found one pearl
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of great value, “sold all whatever he had and bought it”, 
Matthew 13: 46. That was the spirit of David—“I will not give 
sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a 
place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob”, 
Psalm 132: 4, 5.  
FCM
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Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Psalms 132:4-5 (JND) [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob.
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EXTRACTS 
We get the word, “look to the rock whence ye are hewn, and to 
the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look to Abraham 
your father and unto Sarah that bare you; for I called him 
alone, and blessed him, and increased him” (Isaiah 51: 1); a 
passage constantly misapplied. God is saying there, Abraham 
was alone and I called him. Israel, to whom God spoke this, 
was then but a little remnant—Do not let that make you 
uneasy, I called Abraham alone. Their being little was of no 
consequence—God could bless them alone as well as 
Abraham.  
J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wtgs.’, Vol. 32, p.380)  
Ques What does James mean by “If the Lord will”?  
FER It comes in to test your spirit; are  
you free in spirit and in dependence? It is the spirit in which 
you take up things here. The Christian does not do things 
independently. Christ is our Lord, and what we do, we do to 
the Lord; He expresses to us the authority of God. You might 
do the lowliest thing to the Lord; a housemaid may sweep a 
room to the Lord.  
F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.173)  
In the assembly everything works from the top, and for this 
very reason the things at the bottom—if we may so speak of 
the responsible life—must be in moral keeping with what is at 
the top. How could there be moral disparity in a system which 
on every plane is of God?  
Thus the moral line and the purpose line are ever in harmony, 
and the more we look into Scripture the more we see the 
wisdom of God in maintaining both. Our great weakness really 
lies on the moral side. G.V.W. in 1855 said that brethren had
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Isaiah 51:1 (JND) [1] Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek Jehovah: look unto the rock [whence] ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit [whence] ye were digged.
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received and enjoyed the truth of the assembly, but that they 
were not in spiritual power in the kingdom, and that this was 
the secret of all the feebleness and failure. A very striking 
testimony from a man of God!  
C. A. Coates (‘Letters’, p.70)  
He said to the man, the thief, ‘Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise’—and Paul had an addition to that—“To depart, and 
to be with Christ; which is far better”, Philippians 1: 23, better 
even than the very best thing here; and Paul had learned to 
say that, and has taught us to say it too. How often we do say 
it, and say it victoriously, at the grave’s mouth; and we can 
continue to say it, until the Lord is pleased to take us to 
Himself.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 58, p.167) 
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