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THE GLORY BEFORE US

Romans 5: 1, 2; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13–18; Hebrews 2: 10–12; Revelation 21: 1–3 

CKR I had a touch this morning that the glory is before us. There are many truths that are confirmed to us in our experiences at the Lord’s supper, which is one of the advantages and blessings that come out of that occasion and of the service of God that follows. Many of the truths that we touch on in occasions for enquiry into the Scriptures like this, and in our personal meditations, we find are confirmed by experience. I wondered if it would invigorate and stimulate us all to realise that the glory is before us. I thought we might first of all consider the early verses of Romans 5. The earlier chapters provide the basis by securing souls such as we are that have been blessed by the gospel. We have the truth of redemption in chapter 3, and justification in chapter 4, and then we are brought in chapter 5 to boasting in hope of the glory of God. You get some impression in Romans 5 that Paul is bringing these believers through to see that the glory is before them, that is a glorious realm is before them so they boast in hope of the glory of God. Their eyes, their souls and their affections are to be totally lifted from the scene of failure to a scene of divine satisfaction and divine glory. 

We might get a touch in 1 Thessalonians 4 to see how actually we are going to be taken to glory. At that point, we will move from the realm of faith and we will actually be taken to glory. We might get help together in enquiring as to what will happen at the rapture. We often think of this passage as a great comfort. As older ones move on in age, and death draws nearer should the Lord not come soon, this passage is a comfort. There ought with each of us to be a desire for the Lord’s coming, which is nearer than it has ever been. Then we are actually to be taken to glory. You might say, ‘I am being taken to heaven’. Yes, but you are being taken to glory. Glory is more than a position. It is a condition, In Hebrews 2 you get the making perfect of the leader of their salvation through sufferings, in bringing many sons to glory. Then in verses 11 and 12 you get opened up the great truth as to 

‘He that sanctifies and those sanctified being all of one’ and also “my brethren” and “the assembly”. Then we touch the eternal side as in Revelation 21. We should realise, as believers, that what is before us is eternity. It is a glorious condition that sin will never touch, and where the glory of God will pervade for ever and ever, a condition of absolute divine perfection. As individual vessels chosen through divine purpose, secured by redemption, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we form part of a vessel, the assembly, in which there will be glory to God eternally. 

JTB(Gr)  That sounds very profitable. What you have begun with in Romans 4 and 5 elevates the truth of the gospel. What you are bringing out is exactly what God has in His mind in the truth of the gospel. It is not only the forgiveness of sins—great and glorious as that is—but it has in mind a glorious answer to the heart of God Himself, does it not? 

CKR I think the truth of the gospel, and the teaching of the gospel, and then the understanding by believers of the truths of the gospel, lay this glorious foundation. Then you begin to see how everything has been opened up for God by the resurrection of His Son. You begin to see how all the operations of God are with a view to opening up God’s realm, securing man on the basis of recovery, with man being reinstated in God’s presence in that sense by the moral and glorious work of Jesus. There is something that has been secured. He has been “delivered for our offences”—that is very touching—and “has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. Then having been justified on the principle of faith, I think the whole area of glory opens up before the believer. 

JSp  Is that how God would settle us and assure us? It has often been remarked that these first two verses in Romans 5 cover past, present and future. We have been justified that is past; we have peace—that is present; and we boast in hope of the glory of God—that is future. God would have us settled in these things. 

CKR And as we are settled in these things, what a view we have before us! What it is to have such an experience that we can boast in hope of the glory of God. The believer can turn aside from all that is in the world and can boast in hope of the glory of God. It is not just getting through. There is a touch of victory in this, is there not? 

TCM  This epistle reminds us that all have come short of the glory of God, but as you say God has worked in Another at a higher level altogether in order to begin again. 

CKR It is like the result of the potter working again, as we had yesterday (Jeremiah 18: 1–6). The securing of these vessels is such that souls are established and have a prospect. What a prospect we have, that we can view by faith and by the Spirit, and that we can boast in hope of the glory of God. I think it means that you are boasting in what God has secured for Himself. 

AMB What would boasting in hope of the glory of God mean for us, as believers now who are enjoying the things set out in the verses we have read in Romans? 

CKR I think as you travel the journey that is involved in the teaching set out here, and by experience, you see that your offences and your past history have been dealt with by the glorious One who vicariously took these liabilities on, “delivered for our offences” involves His suffering. Then you see that He has been raised for our justification—you are entirely clear of your history in the sight of God. Such a person is proving the benefit of justification which is for another world, not for this world, and enjoys peace. And then boasting in hope—I think is the triumph that is secured in the heart and soul and being of a converted person, so that you are boasting in hope of another environment altogether. You have a relationship with God that is known and enjoyed. 

AMB This is very comprehensive, and it is also very establishing. We might think of the word ‘boasting’ as meaning that people are making a lot of themselves or of what they have done. But the believer is never to boast in himself; he boasts in Christ and in hope of the glory of God. That is absolutely assured and it is on the other side of death, and that is glorious. He has been raised from the dead by the glory of the Father (Romans 6: 4). 

CKR You are no longer a downtrodden sinner, but a triumphant believer secured through the gospel and lifted from the concern and anxiety about your past history to realise that God looks upon you as justified in Christ. He is a risen and glorious Man who is the Centre of another world. Your whole being has become attracted to that realm, and so you boast in hope of the glory of God. There are not many people boasting in hope these days. We ought to have the experience of this more and more. 

JTB(Gr)  Paul could boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is the basis for it. 

CKR That is right. The basis is laid in these verses in Romans 4. Everything has been righteously and fully and entirely met by the work of Christ and the resurrection of Christ, so that we can begin to see that God sets glory before the believer. The believer has a future in glory. The reason I am there is that Christ is there. 

KM  I was thinking of the line of the hymn, ‘Once from glory’s height descending’ (Hymn 414). The Lord came from that glorious position, and then through His death and resurrection there will be a glorious throng with Him, many sons. 

CKR We get that in Hebrews 2—“in bringing many sons to glory”—what a triumph of divine operations that that is the case. God has operated; Christ has come; the offences have been dealt with; justification has been secured in His resurrection. We therefore boast in hope of the glory of God. 

JSp  Is there a sense in which glory is a cumulative thought? I was thinking of the line of the hymn, ‘Every step fresh glory teaches’ (Hymn 364). There is glory attached to every movement of God. 

CKR That has to be so, because of whom we are speaking. God does everything according to His own holiness and nature. He has operated to bring out His own attributes, in righteousness and power. But He is also securing everything for a scene of glory for His own eternal satisfaction. God’s purposes lie behind all of that and its accomplishment. His counsels bring out how it has all been achieved. But God has glory before Him. He will dwell in glory, and He has fitted and is fitting persons according to His purpose. He will clothe persons with bodies of glory to be fitted for that realm eternally. 

JSp  The final glory will be God’s rest. 

CKR That is what I thought of in reading Revelation 21, where God introduces that, the final touch of glory. The assembly as a glorious divine conception, secured in the present dispensation, is the substantial result of that, achieved. 

DAB  What is the difference between what you are bringing before us and what we have in Colossians, “which is Christ in you the hope of glory”, Colossians 1: 27? 

CKR The truth of the gospel in Colossians is producing that result inwardly—Christ “in you” the hope of glory. God is forming the characteristics of that blessed Person in the saints, and that is anticipatively looking towards the glory. “Christ in you the hope of glory” 

was the thought in the apostle’s mind, and he wanted to present every man perfect in Christ in that setting. Paul was given light as to the divine ideal for every soul, and the operations of the truth of the gospel, and resurrection lays a glorious basis for the opening up of all of that. Paul laboured; he presented Christ. 

DAB  The Spirit in a believer, as Christ is received, is really working to this end. The opening up of what you are saying is a reality to us. 

CKR It comes back to the value of the service of the Holy Spirit. It is by the Holy Spirit’s power that we boast in hope of the glory of God. The apostle comes to that a couple of verses further on. So the reception of the Spirit in the believer leads to boasting in hope. I think we see that in the service of God as it proceeds. Saints are boasting in the joy of divine things. 

DTS  Say a word about faith. It is very important. We need faith for this. 

CKR That is right. It has been said that the service of God is maintained in faith and enjoyed by the power of the Spirit. Otherwise we could fall into imagination—we never want to do that. We do want to deepen in personal faith. That is very important. Faith is the substantiating of things, the conviction of things (Hebrews 11: 1). It is God’s gift to us so that these things might be real. 

ADM  Following on from what you have said about the matter of the Spirit being so important, it is interesting to see, in that wonderful chain in Romans 8, that it begins with foreknowledge and ends with being glorified (Romans 8: 29, 30). The apostle seems to be suggesting that although it is future in actuality, it can be enjoyed now. 

CKR I think that. God has glorified you and me by the gift of the Spirit. I wondered about reading Romans 8, but thought that chapters 4 and 5 might bring before us more the aspects of Christ’s work and what has been achieved. You see the greatness of it. Christ “has been raised for our justification”. It was not for His justification—He did not need to be justified, He was perfect. That is brought out in the glory of the Father raising Him from among the dead in His own distinctiveness. But think of Him being raised for our justification. So you get some sense that God looks at you in Christ, which is very wonderful. 

JTB(Gr)  Say something for the benefit of the younger ones about what justification is. 

CKR God is prepared to justify those that are of the faith of Jesus. God is a just God. He has acted so beautifully in the manner of justification that He is able to look at you as though you had never sinned at all. But it is actually more than that. God looks at you in Christ. We were reading Romans 5 locally recently and a brother gave us a beautiful summary—justification makes you clear; reconciliation brings you near. In justification you are entirely clear of your history, therefore you can boast. You might say that the heavens are opening up because you are not in any way anxious about your own past history. Christ has been delivered for our offences, and raised for our justification. 

ADM  Does the woman in John 4 illustrate what you are saying? She says, “Come, see a man”, John 4: 29. She was really boasting in hope. She had had a terrible history, as we all have had but she was completely clear of it. She was able to go back to these men, with whom possibly she had consorted, to point them in another direction. She was really boasting in hope. 

CKR She had left her water-pot and had found a new power, a new resource. She is able to boast, not in her own achievements, but in the thrill and joy and exultation of the hope of the glory of God. The glory of God links you with heaven. It does not focus your mind on the earth. As boasting in hope, the believer has his eyes towards heaven. 

DAB  That is what maintained Stephen. He saw the glory of God and Jesus standing there (Acts 7: 56). What a sight he saw! That maintained him in the terrible persecutions through which he passed. 

CKR That point in the Acts is, as we have been taught, like a turning point, from Jerusalem being the centre to heaven being the centre. Then you see that Jesus is there. You can boast in hope of the glory of God because you see the One who bore your offences, the One in whom your justification is, is the One who is rightfully in the presence of God. What a wonderful thing that the believer, in the power of the Spirit, can enjoy access. Access is in mind here, “by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God”. 

DAS  Mr Darby’s note says, ‘have obtained and possess’. We had a touch this morning of peace as the Lord came in amongst us. In justification we have peace with God. It is a tremendous thing, and it is a reality. 

CKR I think that peace is a very settled thing. We have to work through to this. We know from reading Mr Darby’s writings that he took some time to arrive at this. But when he arrived at it, it was a settled peace. It is that settled element that you want, because it provides a bulwark to the 

soul and an increase in substance so that we are boasting in hope of the glory of God. This is substantial experience; we would love to have more of it. 

JSp  In Numbers, there were those who were encamped towards the sun rising. We are not taken from the earth, but we are settled as to our history and we are encamped looking towards the incoming of Christ. 

CKR You have a settled future, as your future is before you. As you said earlier, past, present and future are here. Your past is dealt with. You are enjoying what is present by the Spirit. But the future is actually going to materialise into a wonderful matter for us all. Perhaps we could look at Thessalonians in that connection. It should never cease to amaze us that we shall be actually translated to heaven. We have been living our lives, gospel truths have come home to us through divine operations, and the Holy Spirit has been whetting our appetites and causing us to desire what is yet to come. It will come. The actuality of it will happen. 

DAS  The Lord says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”, John 14: 3. 

CKR That is right, to a prepared place, a place of glory “my Father’s house” is a place of glory. It is not according to men’s standards. You cannot see a photograph of it. We await the actuality of what will be a glorious eternal reality. The rapture is a wonderful thought. The Lord will catch away from this scene; ‘rapture’ means ‘caught away’. The dead in Christ will rise first, an evidence of divine power. No one will be missed from the dead in Christ, then we, the living, who remain, will be caught up. Were it to happen at this moment, the Spirit according to Romans 8 would operate to quicken our mortal bodies in view of translation in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye. 

AMB What you speak of is the culmination of Christ’s work in redemption, is it not? 

CKR It is the redemption of the body, the final act of redemption. 

JAB  I was thinking that the Lord Jesus is the First-fruits of this resurrection; but the resurrection of the saints and what we call the rapture, is the rest of the fruit being joined to Him. We will go to where He went when He was glorified. That is why it is glory. Glory is and must be where Christ is. If He is not there, it is not glory. 

CKR Yes. “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”, Luke 24: 26. He did that when He ascended and when He was taken into His glory. God has made Him as Man the centre of the whole universe, with His moral standards upheld and effectuated and secured. God is going to fill the scene, He is going to translate the saints and those who have been covered by redemption, both the dead in Christ and we the living, to that scene. We all need to get a real impression of this. It is not some sort of brethren’s tale, it is going to be a living and precious experience whereby we are taken to glory. 

JSp  Do you have any impression of the different ways in which the Lord is referred to in this section? He is referred to as ‘Jesus’, ‘the Lord’ and ‘Christ’. Do you have any thoughts about that? 

CKR Jesus is always the personal side. It is very touching and precious for a believer to think of ‘those who have fallen asleep through Jesus’. The Lord’s love is made known in that way; Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus (John 11: 5). Then the “word of the Lord” brings in a touch of authority; and the power that attaches to that. “For the Lord himself’ brings in a touch of dignity in the Person. Then the “dead in Christ” is their status. 

JSp  It is very suggestive and there is a lot to think about in these things. 

CKR There is a lot to think about in relation to the rapture, and as we reflect on it I think it would cause great stimulation in our hearts. It would lead us to say, ‘Oh that the rapture would happen!’ Weakness and frailty and corruption and all the other matters we read about in 1 Corinthians 15 as to the natural body would be ended—“It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15: 44). It will be raised in glory and in incorruptibility and in power. 

TCM  We should be ready for this every day. Mockers 

say, “Where is the promise of his coming?”, 2 Peter 3: 4. But this is something that only the saints will know about. The world will know nothing about it until after it has happened. 

CKR That is right. We should all understand that the rapture will be a private and secluded matter as the Lord comes for His own. One day we will not be here. One moment we will be gone. The mail will not be picked up from the letter box again, because the saints will be gone. It is a marvellous matter to think about, and it will happen on the basis of the work of Jesus. How wonderful to think that each one of us will respond to the coming of the Lord, “with archangel’s voice and with trump of God”. The Lord will come into the air and we shall go up. He will come to the air. He will come so far, and the saints will be raptured. 

KM  I was thinking that the graves will be opened, and in all the cemeteries all those that belong to Him will go up. The sea will give up its dead. It will be a wonderful time, a great time to think about and to contemplate with joy. 

CKR A marvellous time. At the rapture we will be glorified, we will be taken to a sphere of glory never to return, never again to be in the natural conditions that we are in today. We will receive glorified bodies like His body of glory (Philippians 3: 21). He will usher us in—He spoke about going to prepare us a place so that He might receive us to Himself (John 14: 3). There is what the rapture is for us; but think what it will be for the Lord! It has been said that the rapture is not a rescue operation. There is a dignity and glory about it, as the Lord Jesus gets that word from the throne, that the time is come and the dispensation is complete—a dispensation involving the Holy Spirit here and the assembly being formed and secured. Then the Lord will come and the whole company will be taken to be with Him. 

DAS  It says “we, the living who remain”. It does mean of course those who remain alive, but I was thinking also that it would refer to those who boast in hope of the glory of God. They remain true to the end. 

CKR Yes. It is “we, the living”. The contrast is between the dead and the living. It does not bring in age or gender or anything to do with our responsibilities, but it is what is living, as living souls. There will be a marvellous momentary point when the dead in Christ will be raised, and we, the living who remain shall be caught up together with them and taken in. The assembly will be there in totality. What power will be evident in all of this. 

DAS  There is something very personal about this—the dead in Christ shall rise first. The Lord knows every one and every one will be taken up. This touch as to being “caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air” means there is a glory attached to those caught up to be with this glorious One. Not only are we going to be in glory, but there is glory attached to every one who will be caught up out of every situation and circumstance. 

CKR There are going to be myriads secured, and when we see Him we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3: 2). That transformation will take place when we see Him as He is. We will see a glorified Man and when we see Him we shall be like Him. 

DAS  Children under the age of responsibility will be caught up too. That is a tremendous thing. You look at your neighbours’ children and you wonder. 

CKR That is a great comfort; also any of diminished responsibility. You think of the Lord’s grace in all of that. So the Lord Jesus will have the pre-eminent place. And we will be with Him, “thus we shall be always with the Lord”. Being with Him means that we will be with Him in glory. The testimonial side, and the desire to be with Him in testimony, is a daily matter for us down here, but then to be with Him in glory, “thus we shall be always with the Lord”. Never to be parted; eternally with Christ is a blessed and glorious prospect. 

RB  According to Colossians, “When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”, Colossians 3: 4. The saints shall be with Him at the point of His manifestation. Does this link with “the living who remain”? It says, “your life is hid with the Christ in God. When the Christ is manifested who is our life”, Colossians 3: 3, 4. Is there something going on in believers’ lives now that would fit us for that day, do you think? 

CKR Yes, we are being fitted for that. That is the manifestation when we come out with Him. At the rapture, He comes for us and takes us in. At the appearing, He comes out and the saints come with Him when He is manifested. The millennium is also before us, which is a time of glorious administration. The saints of the assembly will then be in a glorified condition, and you will see then a heavenly administration the like of which has never been known on the earth. The saints now are being educated through their part now in the testimony to have their part in that. 

DAB  Again, the Spirit has a great part to play in this. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. As well as the saints being raptured, the Spirit also leaves the earth because the saints go, will He not? Say something about the Spirit’s service as set out in Romans 8 in this connection—the Spirit quickening our mortal bodies, the Spirit’s action at the rapture. 

CKR It is like the final touch of the Holy Spirit, “he that has raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”, Romans 8: 11. You get a touch really of the Spirit’s service in quickening, that will in a sense take you off the earth, as though your being is going to respond to the Lord’s touch, and the Spirit is operating in order to facilitate the completion of the whole operation of the rapture. It is not easy to explain. 

DAB  It will be a great spiritual throng that is taken up. As I understand it, believers who have not had the privilege of receiving the Spirit will be given the Spirit at that point. So that what is raptured is surely like that blessed One because of the operation of the Spirit. I would be glad of help. 

CKR I have often wondered at that, and have heard of what you say. It will all happen in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye. Yet the Holy Spirit will have a delight in the rapture, because He will have accomplished as a divine Person all that He came to do in forming what is being secured for Christ now in this dispensation and will be displayed then. 

TCM  The Lord is waiting for this time too. Do you think that is one reason why there is a sense of triumph here in the reference to the assembling shout, the archangel’s voice and the trump of God? 

CKR Yes. The Lord is a man of patience, waiting now (see Hymn 274). Think of Him longing to have His assembly in actuality with Him, with a view to moving forward in all the prophetic and full matters of the purpose of God. So there are two divine Persons involved in this, but the rapture is to bring us into this eternal communion with the Lord Jesus. 

JSp  We are told that the Lord was received up in glory (1 Timothy 3: 16). Is this the answer to that? 

CKR It is indeed. It is a glorious matter. And added to that we will be given glorified bodies, like His body of glory. Also, of course, we will be entirely separated from and never again affected by weakness, or sin, or by viruses, or anything of that nature that we are so accustomed to down here, or by failure in the public position. The whole dispensation will be finally and gloriously completed by the actual occasion of the rapture. 

JSp  The operations of the Spirit have been referred to. The formation of Christ in the saints is the Spirit’s work, and there will be something there of substantial character that can be clothed, looking forward to the final body of glory. 

CKR Exactly. And the full answer to that will be the display of Christ in the assembly. We should refer to Hebrews. It speaks of bringing many sons to glory. That gives us some view, and we see that matters progress from that, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one”. We get some sense of the activities of the realm of glory in that the Sanctifier is sanctifying. We know that this is for holy purposes, for which souls are set apart. We see that He that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one. Then “I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. So you begin to get some sense, as the service of God proceeds, of how we can enjoy this great truth of bringing many sons to glory. 

JSp  What is the force of the Lord being referred to as “the leader of their salvation” in this context? 

CKR A leader is someone who sets a matter on and exemplifies everything. It is as though making perfect “the leader of their salvation” is used to describe the perfection of the Lord Jesus through sufferings. 

JSp  It is God’s way, through suffering. Peter touches that—suffering and glory. So we have to be prepared for that, we have to go through suffering. It is part of God’s ways. 

CKR Yes, and it is all part of the formation of these features that we were speaking of earlier, features that will be clothed with what is glorious. 

ADM  Is it similar in its atmosphere to John 20, when the Lord says, “go to my brethren” and He refers to “my Father and your Father”? Is there something of that atmosphere here? 

CKR Yes, and also beautiful unity—“he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren”. This is the One who has been made perfect as the Leader of their salvation. How great and glorious this Person is! He is now dignified and has those with Him whom He is not ashamed to call brethren—those secured as the objects of purpose. 

ADM  It is interesting that this comes into an epistle that was really written to stimulate and revive failing affections. The principle of revival is always needed, to refresh our spirits and refocus our eyesight as it were. 

CKR Exactly—so that we can see that it is the glory that is before us, and to appreciate these glorious relationships “my brethren”; and to be part of “the assembly”. How we have moved forward from Romans 4, having been secured initially, onto the greatness and glory of touching divine purpose and the prime thoughts of God. 

AMB It is a great aspect of the glory of the Lord Jesus that He is able to bring all of this about. We think of Him as the Firstborn from among the dead and as the First-fruits, and He is glorious in that way; but then added to these glories that are His uniquely, He has brought to light a tremendous number that are like Him morally. That is a glorious matter. 

CKR Quite so; they were in divine purpose before they ever lived. 

AMB The Lord Jesus is the only One who could make God’s heart known and secure its objects righteously. We have been speaking about glory, and it is a tremendous subject, very wide; but at its heart is it that Christ has demonstrated and displayed the love that is in God’s heart, and has secured its objects so that God might enjoy the company of the objects of His love for ever? 

CKR It is a wonderful matter. And God will enjoy their company, not in an environment of degradation, but of glory—because that is what God is, He is the God of glory. Characteristically He is so. There is a link between what is spiritual and what is glorious. It is not material. It has to do with what is spiritual and abiding and lasting; but it is glorious. 

AMB There is an element of what is moral in glory, is there not? But then it is with a view to the very presence of God being enjoyed and response flowing there eternally. 

CKR Quite so. What is moral relates to the substantiality of what is secured. 

MDB  I was wondering about “he that sanctifies and those sanctified”. Would it be right to say that we will be raptured and go heaven and be occupied with the glory in that place and condition; but we can enjoy that now, we do not need to wait for it? Because there is what has been given to us now as those sanctified. That is a very liberating thing, is it not? 

CKR It is one of the great blessings of the service of God. We can enjoy things individually, but then we can enjoy the glory together in our communion and conversation with one another. It is very good to elevate our conversations together. And the Holy Spirit is here as the power for the enjoyment of everything spiritual. How vital it is, then, that every one of us has a real sense of the value of the Holy Spirit of God and His service. 

JSS  “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. Would that link? 

CKR Yes it does, there is a single Object, because everyone is looking on the same glorious Person; and then it says, “even as by the Lord the Spirit”, the Spirit in the new covenant setting in 2 Corinthians 3. Sometimes it is difficult to tell when it is the Lord that is being referred to and when it is the Spirit. There is that beautiful harmony of divine Persons operating, and it is all in view that we are made like Christ—‘Like Jesus! Grace supreme!’ (Hymn 72). 

JSp  Would this lead on to “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen”, Ephesians 3: 21? 

CKR I think it would. What you refer to is the culmination of this. It is an eternal matter. That is God’s end, in securing everything that was in His mind through this dispensation, that there might be “glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”. Then John gives us this touch in Revelation 21 as to the holy city and the tabernacle of God being with men. So we are touching what is eternal. 

JTB(Gr)  Is this so great that it requires a new heaven and a new earth to contain it? We enjoy these things here, by the Spirit; but for the full enjoyment of them it requires a wholly new order of things, patterned after Christ, does it not? 

CKR Yes; it requires a new heavens and a new earth. “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more”. There is no distance, everything is in nearness. God introduces that. “I saw a new heaven and a new earth”. Then He brings in the holy city—“I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”. That links with what we have been saying as to the assembly. These are elevated thoughts. But we are not to feel that they are too much for us, because we have been enlightened as to the glory of them and we will be part of this glorious vessel described as the holy city. 
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Scripture references

Romans 5:1-2 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Hebrews 2:10-12 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings. [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Revelation 21:1-3 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Jeremiah 18:1-6 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, [2] Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. [3] And I went down to the potter's house; and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. [4] And the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter; and he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make. [5] And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, [6] House of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith Jehovah. Behold, as the clay in the potter's hand, so are ye in my hand, house of Israel.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Colossians 1:27 (JND) [27] to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory:

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:29-30 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Acts 7:56 (JND) [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

John 11:5 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:44 (JND) [44] It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual [one].

2 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Colossians 3:3-4 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …



THE MEASURE OF OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST

W. Lamont 

Luke 7: 47; Psalm 137: 5, 6 

I would not think there is anyone here who has any doubt about the quality of the love of the Lord Jesus; its enduring character, as we sung, 

‘Lord, on the throne Thy love’s the same 

As once upon Thy cross of shame’ (Hymn 15) 

No wonder the apostle Paul in writing could say, “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”, Ephesians 3: 19. That is a paradox to the human mind—how can you know something that is beyond knowledge? It is spiritual language, the believer understands it. Like that old hymn, 

‘But what to those who find? Ah! This 

Nor tongue nor pen can show; 

The love of Jesus, what it is, 

None but His loved ones know’ (Hymn 279) 

I trust that every one of us here tonight is in that character of being among His loved ones. How well He has proved His love! Each one of us here is evidence of that. So, on the throne His love is the same. It is a wonderful thing to live your life in the conscious sense of the greatness of that love. 

But what I have in mind tonight is not exactly that; that is the background to it, because as John says in his epistle, “We love because he has first loved us”, 1 John 4: 19. My exercise for myself and all the saints is, What about our love? I find Luke 7 one of the greatest challenges in Scripture. The Lord is in the coldness and somewhat hostility of this Pharisee’s house, and here is this woman. The Pharisee seemed to know all about her, a woman in the city; it does not say who she was, there is speculation as to who she was, but scripture does not tell us. Just as scripture does not tell us who the woman in John 4 was, but there they were. Both the Lord and this woman were in this environment of hostility and the Lord knew more about her than Simon did. Sometimes, dear brethren, we think we know; but the Lord knows. In the addresses to the seven churches, in each one of them He says, “I know”. He knows all about us individually, knows all about us collectively, and there are persons who are in the secret of that knowledge. John got it in Revelation. Think of that; in Philadelphia the Lord says, “and shall know that I have loved thee”, Revelation 3: 9. 

Well, here, “Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much”. I would suggest, beloved brethren (I think of it often), the measure of our devotion to the Lord Jesus is absolutely proportionate to our love for Him. The more we love Him, the more we will be devoted to Him. It is one of the greatest tests of life. Many have failed in that, preferred their own way. 

We will see the difference in the psalm when we come to it, but here the Lord says (how He would appreciate this in His own pathway of love, His footsteps of love), “Her many sins are forgiven”. He knew more about her than Simon did, but then He says, “for she loved much”. 

Then the Lord adds, “but he to whom little is forgiven loves little”. My desire would be to continue in the conscious sense of this, beloved brethren, and would wish for us all, that we continue in the pathway as those who know how much we have been forgiven. It keeps us humble. It is good to think about that, how much we have been forgiven. There is more than that of course, as we will see, but “he to whom little is forgiven, loves little”. 

Forgiveness was available there for Simon, but I do not think he loved at all, that man did not even love a little; he was at enmity to the One who was bringing in salvation. The grace of God appeared in this blessed Man, and Simon did not appreciate it one little bit. But, here is one who did, she loved much. The Lord says in the address to Sardis, in His promise to the overcomer, that He will, “confess his name before my Father and before his angels”, Revelation 3: 5. I wonder if the Lord would be able to say to the Father that he or she loved much. What commendation it would be, what a challenge it is to us. The Lord did not say here that He was going to die for her, which would be essential for the forgiveness of her sins, or that He was going to shed His precious blood for her, but puts it on the basis, “her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much”. That takes a lot of thought, but then the challenge is, “but he to whom little is forgiven loves little”. 

I read the psalm because I can see a clear connection between our love for the Lord Jesus and our love for the assembly; that is what Jerusalem is typical of here. How much conflict in the history of the testimony and the history of the recovery there has been over the great truth of Christ and the assembly. Early in the twentieth century there was ministry as to the greatness of the assembly and salvation in the assembly (see J.T. Vol. 1, pp.108–255). It is a very important thing, and some who ought to have known better challenged it, and said, Why do you not speak about Christ, rather than speak about the assembly? The answer was (I love it), In making much of the assembly you are making much of Christ. 

Well, here, by the rivers of Babylon, they were in captive conditions. They were inactive; they sat down, and they wept when they remembered Zion—Think of the feelings of these people; think of the psalmist’s feelings. And he goes on to say, “If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill”. Beloved brethren, the great truth of Christ and the assembly is largely unknown in Christendom. It was established early, in Acts, the Holy Spirit identifying himself with these few. The house was formed, and from that standpoint the gospel was preached. That links with what I was saying about that early ministry, how important it is, ‘The House of God and the Gospel’ (J. Taylor. Vol. 1). The enemy was enraged by it, and he did not use worldly persons to oppose it, he used persons who ought to have known better, and some of them gifted men. These are all warnings to us. He says, “If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill”. I think, beloved brethren, this matter of love for the assembly is important; it is Christ-like; “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Ephesians 5: 25. I think that is the spirit that is seen in the psalmist here; he prefers it above his chief joy. 

“If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate”. That is, he was prepared to be speechless, “if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy”. One wonders sometimes, What is my chief joy? Where do I find my life? What things please me? Is there one thing above all else in this context—I prefer Jerusalem, that is the assembly. We must not forget that, how close it is, Christ and the assembly. Even Paul, at the height of his ministry writes, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus”, Ephesians 3: 21. They are inseparable. May it be that we are persons who prefer the assembly above our chief joy, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Luke 7:47 (JND) [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little.

Psalms 137:5-6 (JND) [5] If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget [its skill]; [6] If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

1 John 4:19 (JND) [19] *We* love because *he* has first loved us.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Revelation 3:9 (JND) [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee.

Revelation 3:5 (JND) [5] He that overcomes, *he* shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, and will confess his name before my Father and before his angels.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



THE STABILITY OF DIVINE THINGS

J. Spinks 

Psalm 23: 1–6 

I seek help, dear brethren, to give expression to a few thoughts gathered up from Lord’s day. 

As we gathered round the emblems I was impressed with the wonderful stability that they convey to us. In the midst of an increasingly unstable world, there on the table before us was the divine answer to every problem that exists in the world at the present time. We sung 

‘And love that, giving all, secures 

The universe for God’ (Hymn 171) 

How wonderful to feast our souls on the sacrificial love of our Lord Jesus. It is interesting that there are two important conferences this week, one in Japan relating to financial matters, and one in England relating to religious matters—what will they arrive at? They will arrive at nothing substantial. God has established everything in Christ. How wonderful to be among those who, through grace, have come to appreciate the blessedness of all that God has found in Christ. I thought of the time when they first gathered in the large upper room furnished. 

The hymn says, 

‘Thy grace, O Lord, has furnished now 

A blessed, calm retreat’. (Hymn 326) 

As we view the emblems we increasingly appreciate the fulness of divine provision, and we are brought into the blessedness of it. God has everything in Christ, but the saints are needed to fill out the glory. That is one aspect of the assembly, she is Christ’s glory, and we can see it as we gather, maybe in a limited way, but nevertheless it is there, indeed we are, as it says in James, “a certain first-fruits of his creatures”, James 1: 18. What God sees in the saints as surrounding Christ anticipates the world to come, when all things will be headed up in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth (Ephesians 1: 10). We have the privilege of gathering to remember Him and be affected by His holy movements into the great realm of divine purpose. 

In reading Psalm 23 I had in mind the fulness of the divine provision for the believer. David knew what it was to have Jehovah as his shepherd, to make him to lie down in green pastures and to lead him beside still waters. Have we not proved something of that tonight as we have been engaged with Christ? How wonderful to be brought into this great area of blessing where we can have our affections quickened as engaged with Christ. He goes on to say, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil—for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”. The rod may be discipline. We are in a day of much discipline, but we are not overwhelmed by it because along with it we have the staff, which I think involves priestly support. The intention of discipline is to turn us to Christ, to free us from things that hinder, so that we come more into conformity to that blessed Man who is the centre of God’s world. 

Then we have the prepared table, reminding us of the exclusive character of the Lord’s table, it is not for the world, it is for those who love Christ, and own His rights in a world where He is cast out and rejected. I thought also of Mephibosheth who ate continually at the king’s table. That would be the height of privilege and is available for every believer. We have been reminded of the woman in Luke 7 who did not cease kissing the Lord’s feet. I think that continuity is a big challenge, we fluctuate so much, bright one day and dull the next. Eating continually at the king’s table will sustain us in the blessedness of being held in the love of Christ. Another thought that came to mind was the table of shewbread, typical of the saints maintained before God in all the worth of Christ. It is referred to as the pure table, and it is interesting that the height of the table of shewbread is the same as the ark, suggesting the level of 

our standing before God. It is a blessed thing to realise that we are taken “into favour in the beloved”, Ephesians 1: 6. These are holy thoughts, dear brethren, that can sustain us and hold us according to the level of divine purpose. Never let our thoughts depart from that. We are living in difficult days, days of much weakness and failure, but there is no failure in Christ, the blessed Man who sustains all for the glory of God. 

I trust these few impressions of Christ will encourage us and help us on our way. The psalmist goes on to say, “Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life”. Well, we can count on that, dear brethren love that never tires, love that bears us all the way. May our hearts be increasingly affected by the glory of Christ and by His love and support, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Psalms 23:1-6 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. [5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. [6] Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days.

James 1:18 (JND) [18] According to his own will begat he us by the word of truth, that we should be a certain first-fruits of *his* creatures.

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:



EXTRACT

Ques.  Are we to have the records in the gospels as to the Lord’s supper in our minds, but we are to be guided in what we do by Paul? 

JT  Paul’s is the last word, and if we are to get at the truth of the Lord’s supper, we are to get it from the last word from heaven, and then seek to see why there are apparent discrepancies in the accounts, as to remission of sins and other matters. We must consider these things, and bear in mind that Paul has the ministry of the glad tidings and the ministry of the assembly, and he completed the word of God; well, we are at the fountain-head! Luther and the other sects were baffled by the ministry of the glad tidings and by the ministry of the assembly as beginning with Paul; they never speak of Paul, but usually of Matthew. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 61, p.351) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		THE GLORY BEFORE US


		THE MEASURE OF OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST


		THE STABILITY OF DIVINE THINGS


		EXTRACT







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 434 January 2009

THE GLORY BEFORE-US....ccicininvnmmmmmnsmssssssssad 2
THE MEASURE OF OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST ..........c.c....... 21

THE STABILITY OF DIVINE THINGS

EXTRACT






