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THE NAME OF THE LORD


2 Timothy 2: 16-22; Matthew 18: 19, 20; 28: 16 -20

E.M.W.  I thought the Lord would help us to speak together about His name and His authority, which two things are not infrequently together in Scripture.  It seems to me that, especially in a day of confusion publicly the like of which I suppose has not existed before in the recovery, we should learn to see the importance of His name and His authority.  The Scriptures therefore, however familiar, ever yield fresh instruction for us and, as we know, 2 Timothy 2 is specially applicable.  Nevertheless the principles set out are not exactly or simply recovery principles but all-time principles, although needing to be emphasised no doubt specially in days of departure.  I thought therefore of the naming of "the name of the Lord" and then calling "upon the Lord".  The second passage, "where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them", is freely used by various groups of Christians, perhaps freely used by us, but the Lord would exercise us as to the moral point in it.  Then it seems to me it would lead to the greatness of that to which we are baptised in chapter 28.  There we have the Name, which is as we know the name of God in which He has been revealed, the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, but in that setting the authority of Christ (all authority having been given to Him) and His commandment.  I thought that if we are exercised (and every believer should be) about what is suited to the Lord's name and about simple submission to His authority we should find an avenue into the blessedness of the knowledge of God as revealed in the one name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  We are baptised, as we have often been reminded, towards, "baptising them to".  I think the force of the word 'to' has been said to be 'towards' the Name, as though what is in mind is the knowledge of God and He has been revealed in Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

P.v.d.B.  Would the Lord's word to Philadelphia, "thou...  hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name", show how the authority and the Name go together? 

E.M.W.  Yes, that is interesting, the two put together.

P.v.d.B.  It seems to lead to the promise to the overcomer that "I will write upon him the name of my God", which is, as you say, the full revelation of God in Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

E.M.W.  We should see that, as we recognise what is due to His name and recognise His authority, there is an avenue into the greatest privileges, so that what is proper to the assembly can be enjoyed in the day of brokenness, because our resource is unchanged.

G.W.B.  Is it too simple a question to ask what the Name means? 

E.M.W.  It would not be too hard for you to answer it.

G.W.B.  I would like to know what you are thinking about it now.

E.M.W.  As we know, it has often been connected with it is His renown.  Frequently in Scripture it seems to imply His absence but His name present, that is the renown of the Person and I suppose something of the character of the Person expressed in the Name in whatever context it might appear in Scripture; hence there is what is due to it.  It is a matter of grief, or should be, to us (although we often take it for granted) that you find His name or various names attached to things which are really basically infidel and of the devil.  You can, as I often do, see printed up 'First Church of Christ, Scientist', the holy name of Christ being embedded in what is infidel.  Therefore in His absence, it implies the renown of the Person and what is due to Him, so that our first scripture says quite plainly that he that names the name of the Lord is to withdraw from iniquity, the word 'iniquity’ being simply, as we know, what is not right.

E.C.M.   How does that fit in with the references in Deuteronomy to the place which Jehovah shall choose to cause His name to dwell there (see Deut 14: 23)? 

E.M.W.  I had thought of that scripture and the importance of the maintenance of that, because Jehovah constantly refers to it.

E.C.M.  Does that involve that there are persons who are walking in separation? 

E.M.W.  I think so.

S.D.K.R.  Would affection for Christ and appreciation of what He has done underlie this?   It says "Thy name is an ointment poured forth", Song of Sol 1: 3.

E.M.W.  I think that love for Christ is the basis of it  not the anticipation of a reward, which is a low motive.  It rather suggests the responsibility of persons who name His name to make it evident that they really are consistent with it and recognise what is due to it.  How could we possibly associate that Name with iniquity?  And yet, if we follow up your thoughts to affection, it is put in the sense of an appeal: "let him".  This is something that would be expected as due from one who names that Name.  Coming back to Mr Muggleton's suggestion, it has always remained with me that Mr Coates said that whatever the day may be we are never prepared to acknowledge that there is not the place where Jehovah has been pleased to set His name.  It is not any place or anywhere; and any believer, wherever he is or whatever he may claim, should be ready to recognise that there is the place where Jehovah has been pleased to set His name.

E.C.M.  Why I refer to it is because it is not in every place but there is a place.

F.C.M.  Is that illustrated in Saul's conversion?  He says "What shall I do, Lord?" (Acts 22:10) and immediately gets direction to the circle where the Lord was honoured.

E.M.W.  Just so, "What shall I do, Lord?".  But first of all, "Who art thou...  ?", then " I am Jesus", so immediately ·get His precious name.  The it is His personal name, not the name of the Lord; he is directed, as you say, to the circle where the Lord is recognised.

E.C.B.  Do you think that there are certain scriptures which present the name from the point of view of the advantage to the believer?  For instance: "The name of the of the Lord is a strong tower" (Prov 18: 10); "neither is there a name under heaven which is given among men whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12); "whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2: 21); but the scriptures that you have brought before us are not merely the advantage to the believer but the responsibility of the believer.  Do you think that that distinction is not always made? 

E.M.W.  I am sure that is right; hence you find many believers who take advantage of the blessing that is derived from the scriptures you have quoted, but how many are prepared to recognise the responsibility of maintaining what is due to that name in which we may find refuge.

E.C.B.  It would almost appear that in this last epistle Paul is meeting just that very thing.  So that, for instance, to the scripture in Romans he now adds "out of a pure heart", and he would remind us that it is the righteous who are safe.

E.M.W.  That is very helpful, and it is in this epistle especially that he draws attention to it.  I thought therefore we need to see the distinction between naming the name of the Lord and calling on the Lord.   It is one thing to name His name, and if you name it it is your responsibility to withdraw from what is not right; but subsequent to that in the believer's exercises there is the calling on the Lord which seems to me to recognise the immediateness of His authority, and now I find not simply my responsibility to separate from what is not right but my responsibility to others with whom I walk and - my responsibility to Him as the Lord who is supreme.

F.M.K.  Do not the rights of God come in?  God has made Him both Lord and Christ and given Him a name that is above every name.

E.M.W.  Yes I think so; and we need to keep this distinction that has been drawn attention to that, while there is the side of the blessing that reaches us in acknowledging the name of the Lord Jesus, there is also our responsibility to recognise what is due to it.

E.C.M.  Would that come in in connection with the way Paul insists on His lordship in Corinthians?  The Lord's commandment, for instance, would bring in responsibility, and then the Lord's table and the Lord's supper.

E.M.W.  So you will find that something like forty times in that epistle he refers to the Lord.  It shows the essentiality of recognising His authority.  I may separate from what is not right publicly and be proud of it, but it is another thing to get back to the point of departure and acknowledge that I supported and associated myself with those that flouted His authority.  That is one of the issues today I think, and in this very city.  So the two things must be kept together.  Do you think that is a fair comment? 

E.C.M.  I fully go with what you say.

E.M.W.  It seems to be the case that there are persons (and of course you would not despise it) who desire to be separate from what is not right and seem to be exercised about it, but it is vital, I believe, in our exercises that we should get back, as Mr Stoney used to say, to the point of departure; with many it is a failure to recognise His authority.

E.C.M.   It has been a humbling matter with some of us to get back to it. 

E.M.W.  Well, it is to all of us really.

E.C.M.  It is a very blessed thing though to find where the Lord is and where His authority is recognised and His Person reverenced in affection.

E.M.W.  That is the point I wanted to make, that it is more intimate and more direct when it says "call upon the Lord".  Sometimes it is quoted as 'calling on the name of the Lord' but it is 'calling on the Lord'.

P.v.d.B.  Is lordship connected with the kingdom and would that stress the individual responsibility in recognising Him as Lord; but do you think it is essential that we come to Him as Head in connection with the assembly as what is collective?  All the divisions and the scattering among saints are really due to not holding the Head, are they not? 

E.M.W.  Do you not think also that they are due to the fact that there has been insubjection?  Somewhere or other man's will has been exercised.  It seems to me that any failure that comes in with us individually or collectively can be traced to deficiency in the kingdom.

P.v.d.B.  The kingdom is really the protection of the assembly, is it not? 

E.M.W.  Quite so, that man's will has not displaced God's will.

L.A.B.  Is that confirmed in a negative line in that Hymenaeus is said in the first epistle to have not maintained a good conscience, but in this epistle he is overthrowing the faith of some?  The maintenance of a good conscience must of necessity be in the recognition of the rights of Christ, and where that is not so the result alas is that persons are turned aside, and not only are turned aside themselves but may be the means of turning others aside which is a very sobering consideration.

E.M.W.  I am sure it is, and how much that has been seen in the history of the recovery, that persons have been turned aside through the defection generally of leaders.

J.T-n.  Is it always testing to be owning and drawing from the Lord Himself?  "If any one desire to practise his will, he shall know concerning the doctrine" John 7: 17.  It seems that the line of His authority and name would make the path very easy for us.

E.M.W.   It is in itself simple and yet how complex it has become on the face of it.  Yet it seems to me unquestionable that where the conscience is exercised and the affections moved for Christ you can always be sure there will be direction from Himself.

G.W.B.  Is it interesting that Paul says we must appear before the judgment seat of Christ as well as the judgment seat of God?  It is the universality and eternal assurance of the name that God has given Him.  You were speaking about persons not being subject; we have all been such; but all that has to be sorted out in our souls.

E.M.W.  Yes.  Hence the great need, as we have often been reminded, of living day by day in the anticipation of the judgment seat, the light and the power of it, so that everything is clear.  I believe we should take up more practically these simple exhortations that we have received in the ministry.   Each of us must appear before the judgment seat of the Christ to receive the things done in the body.  Do you not think that many matters would be clarified if we were at the judgment seat, which really means simply in the presence of Christ? 

G.W.B.  We found there has been a tendency with some to think lightly of the exercise of two years ago, to think that there is not much difference between us now and that could easily be smoothed over, but the rights of the Lord would not allow such an attitude.  

E.M.W.  I believe it is far more serious than we have realised because, as was said earlier, it was really a rejection of His authority in His own assembly, and any suggestion of 'let us as companies merge because after all we are pretty much on common ground' is a denial of His rights.

R.E.T.  Is there skill in the way the apostle speaks of what is of God and the sealing and then goes on to the Name?  Is there something that would help us in regard to being kept safe if we saw what is of God and what is sealed that the enemy cannot touch.

E.M.W.  I think that helps us: "Yet the firm foundation of God stands".   No doubt there is a link there with His purpose and what will unquestionably be carried through despite what may be happening, despite the confusion, despite the defection; as our brother says, the faith of many being overthrown, "Yet the firm foundation of God stands"; it is a great encouragement and will keep us steady.  "The Lord knows those that are his"; how many there are, as we have often said, we do not know them, but that is one side of the seal; the other is "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity".  I suppose he shows clearly what his genealogy is and shows himself to be genuine.

F.N.S.  Would calling "upon the Lord out of a pure heart" be the antidote to smoothing over differences and that sort of thing because there will be an element of impurity if anything that denies His rights and the holiness of His name is overlooked? 

E.M.W.  It is interesting that, as our brother said earlier, Paul should add that in 2 Timothy.  "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2: 21), but here it is "out of a pure heart".  I suppose that is a heart that would not willingly hold any motive that is contrary to Him.  How many mixed motives appear, how many different reasons we may give for our actions.   "Pure heart": I suppose a single eye, it is just for Himself, His interests, His rights, His glory.  Would that be a pure heart? 

F.N.S.  Yes; and I was thinking of another part of Matthew, the pure in heart that shall see God (see chap 5: 8).

H.H.  Would you say that Ananias in Acts 9 was pure?  He needed adjustment but he called on the Lord twice.

E.M.W.  It shows how simple and ready he was for adjustment.  It is very evident that he was near to the Lord and was able to commune with Him, almost as in a simple conversation; and yet so ready for adjustment; the Lord says "Go".  

H.H.  You do not hear his name otherwise but he was ready, as you say, the Lord could use him.  

E.M.W.  Quite so; he appears on the page of Scripture as useful to the Lord at that moment and then he is left.  I have no doubt, as Mr Darby says, his name will be better known in heaven than on earth, and that is so with many; and it is so today I believe.  It is not stressing leadership exactly but the way in which simplicity in an individual recognising what is due to the name of the Lord can find where His name is honoured and where His rights are, and can find where that will lead into - what is proper to the assembly.

C.G.H.  Concerning the assertion that some might make that things have been looked into and we find now we are on the same ground, cannot we merge?  Without the going back to the point of departure, the assertion of being on the same ground would be more apparent than real because morally it would be impossible, would it not? 

E.M.W.  Yes, and it is a failure to recognise His direction and the fact that He has held the initiative, He has moved Himself.  It is not a question of some persons having moved rightly and others subsequently having moved rightly in the same way; it is a question of how the Lord Himself has been in control and is holding the initiative as He moved Himself.

P.v.d.B.   Is not recovery individual?   Is that not important at the present point? 

E.M.W.  That is how I have understood it; so in our passage the first step seems to be, "If therefore one", one, "he shall be".

D.E.R.  Do you think we need to be established in the fact that in any division the Lord can only be with one side?  There is only one place where the Lord would be free to come company-wise? 

E.M.W.  I think we need to say that without presumption and I believe it to be the truth.  It is not simply that you are claiming to be that company but you are simply stating what is a moral principle.  As Mr Stoney said, it is a moral impossibility for Christ to be head of two bodies.  Every believer should recognise that as a simple moral principle whatever his exercises may be, even if he claims to be in the one that is in touch with Christ as head.  The Lord will help each person that is prepared to recognise that, to find where the power of His headship and the truth of the body is really known.

E.C.B.  I have been wondering lately whether in taking up this second injunction in verse 19 we cannot ever dissociate it from the scripture which was referred to: "thine ointments savour sweetly; thy name is an ointment poured forth", and whether much of the sorrowful history of the 1960s is due to the attempting to carry out 2 Timothy 2, as we say, without remembering that His name is always as ointment poured forth.

E.M.W.  That is very good.  So that while we speak of it as a charter, it is not simply a charter, is it?  A charter could be cold and academic and you might follow it, but "thy name is an ointment poured forth" would give it a grace, a charm, an attractiveness.  Is that something of what you mean? 

E.C.B.  Yes it is.  The impression came to me in preaching somewhere in this area a little while ago, but I think that a good deal of failure and of the disgrace that has been brought on the testimony has been due to our leaving out the fragrance of His name when we claim to be acting in the light of it.  I venture to suggest to the brethren that we do not do it again.

E.M.W.  "Thy name is an ointment poured forth".

E.H.W.  Following upon that it says, "Therefore do the virgins love thee"; it is a question of virgin affections, and therefore I am challenged, am I not, as to whether I have these virgin affections for the Lord?  I might claim a lot, but what is inward? 

E.M.W.  "Therefore do the virgins love thee" would very clearly connect with the "pure heart", would it not?  And it is the pure 'heart' not the pure 'mind'.  Elsewhere we get the pure mind which of course would be associated with it but the fact is he says "a pure heart", which would clearly be the purity of the seat of affections, not taking things up academically or pursuing what is right simply because It Is right, but moving under the influence of the love of Christ and in response to that love.

E.C.B.  These matters would help us in regard to the point that was just being spoken about, because the suggestion that there is not really much difference between us is really a proposition that dead flies be brought into the ointment.

E.M.W.  Just so, causing it to stink (see Eccles 10: 1).  

J.T-n.  It is noticeable here that there are many vessels.  Are we surprised we are few?  Many vessels - gold, silver, wooden, earthen, some to honour, some to dishonour.  "If therefore one shall have purified himself"; it is coming down to one person, is it not? 

E.M.W.  I think it shows the depth of exercise involved in it, which of course is a challenge to our affection for Christ.  We all like numbers; we have a goodly number here today and we are thankful for all those in the bond of the truth; but numbers in themselves are no evidence of power or of righteousness.

E.H.W.  It does not say how many virgins in that scripture in Song of Songs, but they are marked by virgin affections for the Lord.

E.M.W.  That is the whole point I think, purity of affection for Himself.  So much is based on love for Christ, is it not?   I do not doubt the same is true in Matthew 18; "where two or three are gathered together".  He could quite easily have said 'Where two or three are gathered unto My name' or 'Where two or three are together unto My name'; but He said "Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them".

E.C.M.  Would that fit in with what it says in Malachi, "For from the rising of the sun even unto its setting my name shall be great among the nation s; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure oblation: for my name shall be great", chap 1: 11? 

E.M.W.  Yes, I suppose it is great in character.  It is not so much a question of volume , although of course God will have that in the day to come, but it is rather the character of the thing.

E.C.M.   There must be the pure heart for the pure oblation.

E.M.W.   Yes, true affection would desire to have things for Him as He desires them to be.  So, as we said, we do not take it up simply as a text or academically but out of love for Himself because we desire that there should be for Him conditions that are suitable to Him, pleasing to Him, in which He can in liberty as Minister of the Sanctuary proceed in the service of God.

W.McK.  What distinction do you make between 'calling on the name of the Lord' and what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1, "with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"?  The extension of the Name there is significant, is it not ? 

E.M.W.  Yes, it is in one sense fuller there, yet here it seems to emphasise His absolute supremacy, unqualified.  So that, as you know, in the earlier statement 'Master' is 'Despot'.  He has absolute rights, has He not? 

W.McK.  You mean that the name 'Lord' refers to what is absolute, not only because of any position He is given but because of who He is.

E.M.W.  I think we need to recognise that.  He is made both Lord and Christ which, as we have been taught, refers to Him as Man and what God has done with Him and for Him; but there is what is due to Him because of who He is.

W.E.E.  Would there be the power of attraction in "gathered together unto my name"?  That would be as a result of love for Christ: "If ye love me, keep my commandments", John 14: 15.  Then the authority would set us free from everything which was out of accord such as an unequal yoke or anything of that kind.

E.M.W.  I thought so.  It is so easy to take things up in what we have called an academic way, but the power of attraction of the Name!  "Thou shalt call his name Jesus", for example , how attractive that is in this gospel!  Then "Emmanuel...  'God with us'"; but at the same time it must be recognised that there is what is due to that Name.

S.D.K.R.  In Deuteronomy Moses speaks of the Lord finding a place where He would set His name there, and then in David and Solomon's day it is located in Jerusalem.  The Lord refers to the assembly here earlier.  Would the two or three "gathered together unto my name" be assembly persons?  It is not just 'gathered in My name', as you were saying, but "unto".  Would it cover the idea of the assembly in the affections of the saints? 

E.M.W.  I think so.   "Two of you" would really be two of the assembly.  "If two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens".  You would hardly think of "two of you" asking with selfish interests.  What would be in their minds would no doubt be the prosperity of His testimony.  It says, "it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens".  He does not say when; He does not enter into the patience and perseverance and service that may be necessary, but faith would lay hold of what He says: "it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens".

S.D.K.R.  Then would the "For where two or three" link on with the "two of you"? 

E.M.W.  I think so; that is why those brethren who have taught us so well have linked verse 20 with the prayer meeting rather than with the assembly meeting, "For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them".  It is not only "in the midst" here, but "of them", that is of the "two or three".

F.M.K.   Is this arrived at by what we pursue - "righteousness, faith, love, peace"?  Would that lead us on to what you are speaking of now? 

E.M.W.   I have always regarded that as the necessary avenue into what is proper to the assembly.

F.M.K.  There is really no salvation outside of that, we must pursue what is right.

E.M.W.  We must.  Matthew's gospel is of course the assembly gospel, but the assembly in the setting of the kingdom; so it is protected, and righteousness is emphasised throughout this gospel, and yet not only righteousness but love for Christ; but then, as Mr Raven says, you have great difficulty in separating righteousness and love, and as far as John's writings are concerned, I think he said, you will find in some places they are almost interchangeable because it is right to love.

D.J.H.  Could you help as to the reference made earlier to 'the place'?  It is in a sense universal in Deuteronomy.  I wondered if that bore on Matthew 18, "two of you" and agreeing on the earth, whether that would be the recognition of what was universal; but then the working out of it in verse 20 is local.  Could you say something as to 'the place' in those two settings? 

E.M.W.  I think there must be the recognition of what is universal.  That is another great truth that has been broken down, that we are maintaining what is due to the Lord here but they may not over there, which is really setting aside the universality of the place where Jehovah has set His name: Jerusalem was the place in God's mind, was it not?  But then it seems to me that, whatever confusion or breakdown may come in, God does not give that up, and while it is put in a universal setting, at the same time it works out locally, does it not? 

D.J.H.  Yes, I wondered (not to dwell negatively but just to get the gain positively of history) whether that really was not the main failure in 1972.

E.M.W.  I could not say too much about what may have been primary or secondary in that issue, but I think it is right at any rate that it was one of the failures at that time.

R.E.T.  ls there something special in the Lord referring to the Father that will provide this?  He does not say God, He says the Father.  Is there some intimate thought there that would keep us and bring us into the light as assembly-minded persons? 

E.M.W.  It is "my Father", is it not, "shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens"?   I think it shows the intimate relationship and affections in that relationship between the Father and the Son that Christ's name is honoured here, and there is agreement and a gathering and a togetherness which is honoured by His Father.

Ques.  Is it remarkable that Paul should make comment as to the difference that there was between Euodia and Syntyche in Philippians 4, as though the meeting of that breach was something essential for the fulness of agreement and togetherness to proceed rightly? 

E.M.W.  We tread very softly when we think of Philippians, but that disagreement could quite easily have been a dead fly to which Mr Burr referred earlier.  Well, did they agree?  But then we must bring it up to date and think of our own localities.  He says "if two of you shall agree", and then, "gathered together".  I think there is a link between the agreement and the "gathered together".  "Shall two walk together except they be agreed", Amos 3: 3.

E.C.B.  Is not that why Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1, "I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ... that there be not among you divisions"?  Paul uses the expression in 2 Thessalonians 2, "our gathering together to him".   Or gathering together to His name is what is available to us now, but what is gone on with as gathering together to His name should be consistent with what will suit the rapture? 

E.M.W.  Well, that is a very challenging statement and I think it is the truth; we sometimes make these statements but then we have to stop to see what challenge they are to us, that we should have now as gathering together unto His name what is suited to the rapture.  What a tremendous statement that is, yet the Lord would exercise us because it is quite obvious that there is a resource in the Spirit to enable it to be so.

E.P.  Would that involve the consciousness of His presence, not only the truth of it? 

E.M.W.  I was thinking that.   He says, "gathered together unto my name" but "there am I in the midst of them".  What you are thinking is that we should not only have the knowledge of the promise and the faith of His presence but by the Spirit the consciousness of it.

E.P.  Yes; and as we experience that it would arouse constant concern with us to bring nothing in that would interrupt it.

E.M.W.  Very good.

E.H.W.  So that as gathered together to His name there would be the suitable state for His presence: "there am I in the midst".   It does not say He comes but "there am I".

E.M.W.  "There am I" is rather consistent with Matthew's presentation.- "I am with you all the days".  But this verse needs weighing.  I well remember in the army a Methodist and a Baptist and a Pentecostal came to some of us and said, Let us gather together unto His name and we shall prove Him in the midst.  That is not easy to meet where you find men who may have genuine convictions and be true believers.  It shows clearly that we must look into the moral point that the Lord is making in any passage, not just take it up superficially.

E.H.W.  We would go back to 2 Timothy, "who as to the truth have gone astray".  Should we have to look into that if there was any claim on this line? 

E.M.W.   I suppose that would be so, I only used that as a simple illustration of the exercise involved.  

E.C.B.  I think, and I believe you do, that the saints should never allow themselves to be overwhelmed by the greatness of the truth in its simplicity.

E.M.W.   I am sure; so you do not say the challenge is too great and throw your hands up.

E.C.B.  No, and what astonishes you sometimes is how great simple truths are; it is just the truth that we should not have anything that would be different at the rapture.

D.J.H.  May I remind you of what you said to me when we were in the army after a camp reading when I referred to this verse?  I received adjustment as to it because you said that our gathering at that time had not been on assembly ground.  I was only thinking of the importance of gathering in that light.   We might be together but, if not in the light of the assembly, we would not prove the Lord's presence in the same way although we would be such persons.

E.M.W.  I think that would be right.

F.P.A.S.  What is the bearing of the announcements being in the name of the Lord Jesus? 

E.M.W.   You mean at the Supper.  I do not know that I could add anything to what has been said before about that; but we do get in 1 Corinthians 11, as we have noticed, "I received from the Lord", and then in the night in which He was betrayed, "the Lord Jesus", as though you get the truth of His authority there and also that precious affectionate assembly title, so that everything really is covered by the dignity and grace of the anointing.

E.C.M.  You get in Colossians "Do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus" (chap 3: 17); you recognise the authority that is connected with that name.

E.M.W.  Yes and the affection too; it is an affectionate title, is it not? 

E.C.M.  Mr Taylor sen said it is the name that belongs to the assembly.

C.G.H.  Could something be said about the distinction referred to just now between a meeting of a few believers who were like-minded and walking in the truth, and their coming together in assembly in a place where the Lord had a representation of the assembly.

E.M.W.  I do not remember the occasion but we were at that time in an army camp and we used to come together and read the Scriptures in the evening if we were distant from the meeting; but I think we must recognise what the Lord has established in localities, that is as suggested in Corinthians, "the assembly of God which is in Corinth".   At times we were close to the assembly of God which was in Shrewsbury.  I think that is the only simple distinction we made, that as coming together in that camp we were hardly on assembly ground although we spoke together about the truth; and I think we do well to weigh over what Mr Taylor sen said, that you cannot put the assembly on wheels and move it round.  The assembly in a place is the assembly in a place and it should be maintained there, and the representation of God and the service of God should be maintained t here.

G.W.B.   Did you have any sisters at that meeting? 

E.M.W.  No, which would be an additional indication that it was not on assembly ground, do you mean? 

G.W.B.  Yes, as the assembly is constituted at the present time sisters would be needful.

E.C.B.  Such a meeting would be somewhat on the ground of redeeming the time.

E.M.W.  In relation to the last scripture it struck me that despite the fact that it is a broken number the Lord does come to them.  As today, there are many that are at a loss what to think.  We just have to face that, there are many dear brethren that are at a loss what to think.  That is what the footnote says about that word, they hesitated.  We need to pray for such.  The Lord is exceedingly gracious despite that, is He not?  He says "All power has been given to me".  We need to recognise that, and it is in the light of that that they are to go "and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit".  So the greatness of the economy and the way in which God has been made known in Father, Son and Holy Spirit is to be appreciated, and then the promise of the Lord that He will be with them "until the completion of the age", I suppose that is to the appearing.  We can therefore be assured of His presence if there is the maintenance of what is due to His name and 'the Name'.

F.C.M.  Is it very comforting that all power has been given to Him not only in heaven but upon earth? 

E.M.W.  Yes.  The Lord could have made up the twelve before He left, but He did not; He left the broken number.  How encouraging in a day like ours when the number is broken, and it has been broken again and broken again; but "I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age".  That is up to the end, I suppose, of the period of testimony.

F.M.K.  Then if we ourselves have any doubts or are with others who have doubts - "some doubted" it says here - we "observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you".  Is that a way of salvation for us at the present time? 

E.M.W.  I think so.  This gospel would help us about that, so that we are not only to recognise His name, as we said earlier, and the benefits accruing, from calling upon it, but we are also to recognise His Person and.  His authority and what is due to His name and due to Him.
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:16-22 (JND) [16] But profane, vain babblings shun, for they will advance to greater impiety, [17] and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; [18] [men] who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already; and overthrow the faith of some. [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Matthew 18:19-20 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens. [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 28:16-20 (JND) [16] But the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the mountain which Jesus had appointed them. [17] And when they saw him, they did homage to him: but some doubted. [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth. [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Deuteronomy 14:23 (JND) [23] And thou shalt eat before Jehovah thy God, in the place which he will choose to cause his name to dwell there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy new wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear Jehovah thy God continually.

Song of Solomon 1:3 (JND) [3] Thine ointments savour sweetly; Thy name is an ointment poured forth: Therefore do the virgins love thee.

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

Proverbs 18:10 (JND) [10] The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 2:21 (JND) [21] And it shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of [the] Lord shall be saved.

John 7:17 (JND) [17] If any one desire to practise his will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God, or [that] I speak from myself.

Acts 2:21 (JND) [21] And it shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of [the] Lord shall be saved.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Ecclesiastes 10:1 (JND) [1] Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to stink [and] ferment; [so] a little folly is weightier than wisdom [and] honour.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Philippians 4 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved. [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord; [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life. …

Amos 3:3 (JND) [3] Shall two walk together except they be agreed?

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

2 Thessalonians 2 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, [2] that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as [if it were] by us, as that the day of the Lord is present. [3] Let not any one deceive you in any manner, because [it will not be] unless the apostasy have first come, and the man of sin have been revealed, the son of perdition; …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



WIDOWS


Ruth 1: 3-6, 19-22; 2: 1; 4: 13-17; 2 Samuel 11: 26.27; 12: 24,25

E.C.B.  I wondered if the Lord would have something to say to us as to the widowed condition of things.  We feel the way He has worked at the present time so that, while not both in the same locality, two of our beloved brothers are with Christ and awaiting burial and their widows are amongst us.  That the Lord Himself has feelings in regard to this we know very well.  He speaks plainly as to one who says she is a queen and no widow, as if He would have the feelings of widowhood to be experienced and understood: but out of them comes what is quite distinctive.

It is interesting to go over Scripture; I do not think it is really until Ruth that widows come to light.  Genesis is a book of widowers, it is the wives that die.  In Genesis 5 the men die but that is not so much to bring before us the death of individuals as the passing of the generations.  But Sarah died and Rebecca died and her nurse died, and some of the most affecting verses in Genesis are where Jacob speaks of the deaths of Leah and of Rachel.  The idea of widowhood is thus not something that God brings on to our view immediately.   He would have us, I suppose, feel the other side of things.  But Ruth is a book of widows and it is interesting that Jesus says in regard to the day of the prophet after this that "there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias" (Luke 4: 25), as if a condition arises in which that peculiar aspect of things is to be experienced.  But while the Lord fully understands and provides for the sorrow, He anticipates that something will be secured from it that is richer than what has been before.

Things are very reduced; in Ruth things are so reduced that you might wonder how they could continue at all, but God has a way of bringing things through until He is able to point the way to the Man after His own heart - Obed, Jesse, David.  You might have thought in chapter 1 of Ruth that Orpah had done the best in the circumstances.  She had gone back to her people, and you would not have thought that Naomi had any people or that Ruth had any people.  You might have thus thought that the position was abandoned, but Naomi had an acquaintance of her husband (see footnote to "relation", not only 'acquaintance' but 'friend'); Orpah has gone back to her people and of course to her gods doing, I suppose, what naturally might have seemed the most expedient thing in the circumstances, and Naomi and Ruth come in the sorrow of their condition in the beginning of the barley harvest, a very fruitful time to come; but they had a friend.  I think the Lord would bring before us in relation to things that we experience currently that there is a Friend who not only has the right of redemption, but He is a Man of wealth.

I have alluded to the history in relation to Bathsheba; much enters into that that God has to say to in His government - the verse we read says that what David did was evil in the sight of Jehovah.  But if we could get the positive side of that incident, Bathsheba has to go through the experience of widowhood and David has in some sense to be her comfort in widowhood before Solomon is born.  David had many other wives - chapter 3 tells us the other wives and children that he had - but what God had in view after David was Solomon, not the other children who are mentioned.  But before Solomon can be arrived at the experience of widowhood has to be touched.  These scriptures are very familiar to the brethren.  I wondered if the Lord would give us something that bore on us currently.

E.C.M.  Is there a link with the references to widows in Luke?  I was thinking of your reference to many widows and then how the widow maintained the prophet; then the widow in Luke 7, and in chapter 21, where the Lord saw the rich casting in their gifts, He saw a poor widow who cast in two mites.

E.C.B.  Many of these things fit into Paul's own experiences as recited in Corinthians.  "Persecuted but not abandoned" (2 Cor 4: 8), not forsaken although the outward experience may suggest that; "seeing no apparent issue", that is Naomi, "but our way not entirely shut up" is her acquaintance.  I think Paul felt even in his day the widowed condition of the assembly.  It might be said that the assembly does not touch that yet because she has not yet been united to Christ in marriage as she will be finally, the Lamb's wife , but the experience of widowhood is entered into in relation to the whole of the public position.

S.D.K.R.  Would Anna be expressive of the condition of Israel at that time?  I was thinking that there were some results in "a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel", Luke 2: 32.

E.C.B.  Yes, even though Anna was a widow for a very long time and there were evidently few left in Jerusalem who were really committed to God's thoughts about Israel, yet she did not depart from the temple night and day.  I suppose that that would have a bearing by way of application that, in the circumstances to which things may be reduced, the area of the light and the presence of God is not given up; and as you continue in that light you find, as you say, that a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel does actually come in.  It is not that you go on waiting, expecting, hoping for the best: on that day the light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Israel actually came into the temple; she was there and had lost nothing; she was still speaking to those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem and yet she was a widow.  I think these things helps us in the way the Lord brings to bear on us the actual condition of death but also in relation to the general experience in the assembly.

T.J.B.  Does that experience of the condition to which you refer relate to the Lord's absence or in any sense to the failure that has come in on the responsible side, or both? 

E.C.B.  I think it relates to both.  The failure that has come in on the responsible side is a consequence of the Lord's absence, that persons have not been able to hold in His absence what they would surely see was required for Him if He were present.  The woman in Proverbs 31 is not actually a widow but she holds things as if her husband was there, and in the public failure in the assembly things have not been held as if He was there.  There is the experience of widowhood in His absence but also in the poverty and smallness to which things are reduced publicly, yet there is still a Friend who is a mighty Man of wealth.

J.M.  ls the spirit of it seen in Philadelphia whereas the spirit of "I sit a queen, and I am not a widow" (Rev 18: 7) is in Laodicea?  There is a suggestion of external public poverty in Philadelphia but an inward link with Christ that is exceptionally beautiful.

E.C.B.  Yes I think so, and He says that they "shall know that I have loved thee" Rev 3: 9.  Now it is clear that from the external condition of things you would not have known that; you would have said 'Well here is Philadelphia, here is this church trying to keep things going', but a day will come when He will make it known that He has loved her; that is when the period of widowhood has been gone through and again she is able to rejoice in being in His company and His presence.  I think it bears very much on the present day.  An interesting thing as to Naomi is that she says "Call me not Naomi - call me Mara", and according to this book nobody ever called her that name.  I think that is very touching.   Nobody ever said 'Here is bitterness'; throughout this book she retains the name of Naomi, and that is to characterise things even if we may feel the attenuation and breakdown that exists all round us.

S.D.K.R.  It is very encouraging.

E.C.B.  Yes, I think we are meant to be encouraged.  If you consider the actual condition of widowhood, if you meet a sister who is a widow, you will not say to her, 'Well you must learn what widowhood is'; you will say something that will encourage her.  Now that is what the Lord would do with us.  He takes us in the condition in which we are and encourages us, and He calls the assembly by the name by which it has always been known - "My assembly"; He does not call it Mara.

E.W.  So is the reference to honouring widows, those who are really widows, to affect the assembly?  (see 1 Tim 5: 3).

E.C.B.  Yes, I think that is to affect us; you are able to penetrate to those who are really widows.   We relate that a good deal to circumstances and in its context rightly, but it is a question whether we can penetrate to what the actual situation of widowhood is.  Do you think that? 

E.W.  Yes, and provide something for those conditions.

E.C.B.  That is just it.  The list as it is referred to in that chapter has its material side, but it seems to indicate that there is a committal to provision in relation to the widowed situation.

D.A.B.  Would you say something as to the distinction between widows and orphans?  The Lord says "I will not leave you orphans" (John 14: 18), but He does not exactly make any corresponding remark in relation to what you are bringing before us; as you say, it marks the present character of the testimony.

E.C.B.  I think that from His side the Lord does not take account of things as apart from a link with Himself, and as was remarked, the widowed condition is due to His absence; a link with Him remains but the condition arises from His absence.  The orphan condition belongs to Genesis.  "I will not leave you orphans" is Joseph in chapter 50 of Genesis.  He found the family all disgruntled and ill-assorted, all their mothers had died years ago, and now their father dies and they are orphans.  Joseph says in effect 'I will not leave you orphans, you come and I will maintain you'.  That fits in to Genesis which is not, as I said, a book of widows; but now we come into a book that is a book of widows, and what is provided there is - I like these words in Mr Darby's note - a 'friend' or 'acquaintance ' who is wealthy, not just a relation; arid that seems to me to be a character of things that is needed in the widowed situation.  So the Lord says in John " I have called you friends", John 15: 15.

E.C.M.  I was thinking of the psalm regarding the Judge of the widows (Ps 68: 5), how He took account of this condition.  In the history of the revival God has taken account of that; we might interpret it that way, do you think? 

E.C.B.  Yes, I am sure that God has taken account of it.  Naomi says in chapter 1, "Are there yet sons in my womb?", but she says that in a particular context.  In chapter 4 there are; "There is a son born to Naomi".  I think that is because the widowed situation is accepted from God at its deepest and, that having been accepted, God brings in not only the wealth but the ability to provide for the situation, and out of it there is a son born to Naomi.

E.C.M.  That is what I had in mind in that reference to the psalm.  God is a Judge of the widows; He seems to assess the whole matter here in Ruth and bring in fruit as the result of it.

E.C.B.  I think that.  We speak of body feelings in relation to the way the Lord takes one and another, so that we feel with one another.  The widowed aspect of things is not a situation that people grow out of.  We know that as things work out sometimes people marry again, but if you are a widow you cannot stop being a widow of the man whose widow you are; whatever circumstances change, you are still his widow and these things continue; but the Lord comes in in.  relation to them to bring out of them fruit that is going to be after His own heart.  I think that the Lord would seek that from us at the present time, fruit according to His own heart.

J.T-n.  It is a question whether we feel the widowhood at the present time, passing through the circumstances; it is something that should always be with us.

E.C.B.  I think that side is important and that we carry it with us; yet we apprehend that God has provided for us in a way that will fully meet it.  Verse 1 of chapter 2 almost suggests that Naomi had forgotten that she had a wealthy friend.  Now we may do that and think that the only solution is to go to our people.  Naomi said that in chapter 1, 'You go back, go back to your mothers, they will look after you', and Orpah went "to her people and to her gods"; but there is not brought on to our notice, and perhaps forgotten in chapter 1, this wealthy acquaintance; and God now brings it to light.

J.M.  Is the acquaintance on another level?  You remarked that the barley harvest comes in at the end of chapter 1, but the word is, weeping endureth for the night and joy cometh in the morning (see Ps 30: 5).

J.T-n.  It all comes to light on her return, does it not? 

E.C.B.  Yes, and when they came back to Bethlehem the whole city was moved on account of it.  Now we apprehend that currently.  The assembly, or those who walk in the light of it on the earth at the present time, would just about make up a city.  In fact there are probably less people in fellowship now than have made up some city positions in exaggerated ways in the past, and therefore we feel the character of things in the city, that is, what corresponds to the assembly.  The whole city is moved but it is the beginning of the barley harvest; God is already setting on something fresh.

J.M.  The exercises that you refer to are intended to be gone through - the weeping endureth for a night - but the result is that we come practically in our experience on to resurrection, do you think? 

E.C.B.  Yes I do, and there is the counterpart scripture to that: "He goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for scattering; he cometh again with rejoicing, bearing his sheaves", Ps 126: 6.  The question is whether we apprehend precious seed in relation to the circumstances of weeping: You really get that in John 12 do you not? 

J.M.  Yes I think so.  You have referred to the actual matter of widowhood and the two instances among us which draw out our feelings.  Then alongside of that there is a good deal of pressure in one way or another in many localities that is forcing this exercise upon us, but we need to have the goal before us so that we are not swamped by it.

E.C.B.  I think that very much, in fact that is largely what I had in mind, and to get the sense, especially from the book of Ruth and indeed from the scripture in Samuel, that God will bring out of it what is after His own heart and what reaches the highest point that is touched in the service of God.  Do you think that? 

J.M.  Yes.  It is remarkable that in both of these sections from which you have read, which deal very largely with these very sorrowful matters, you get the expression, 'Arise, wash thyself and anoint thyself' (see Ruth 3: 3; 2 Sam 12: 20).  David did that and went into the house of God, as though the inward side is to be carried in balance with the public side of feeling widowhood.

E.C.B.  I think so.  Of course in regard to David the natural side and what we speak of as the governmental side is extended because the child is born and then it lives a little while and then it has a lingering illness and then it dies, and it is after that that David arises and anoints himself.  So the Lord does not discount - I am not emphasising the governmental and the evil side in relation to David - the side of sorrow through which we are bound to go, but what He will have out of it there is Solomon: "and Jehovah loved him"; that is what He will have out of it.

J.T-n.  In John you get that "a man has been born into the world" (chap 16: 21).  It is as coming through the exercise that you arrive at that, do you not? 

E.C.B.  Yes, and in that scripture there is the trouble no longer remembered; that is a very great thing.  The conditions that have arisen from the sorrow in some sense remain but they are now able to be viewed from the point of view of what has positively come out of them.

E.C.M.  Would that be the male son? 

E.C.B.  Well, that comes into Revelation (see chap 12: 5).  The woman there is evidently alone; and God operates, and indeed the earth operates, to protect her.  But I think that we get very positive suggestions in Ruth, the kind of things that, if you had been just looking at the circumstances, you would never have thought were there; and that is what happens to us in things the Lord passes us through, that there are elements in the situation that we never thought were there.  How crucial it was that it was the beginning of barley harvest.  How crucial that Ruth should go through that harvest and glean along with the young men and discover whose field it was, then that she should mark the place where Boaz lay down.  The Colossian exercises in relation to widowhood seem to me to be essential.  Then in chapter 4 of Ruth you touch in principle redemption through His blood and sonship.

T.J.B.   So we need to grasp that the current experiences through which the saints and the testimony are passing and have passed in recent times, are all ordered in the ways of God for the working out of something which is precious to Him.

E.C.B.  I think that, and not only something that is precious to Him but something that is substantial.  In 2 Samuel 12 Solomon is born and he is named; he gets two names but he is named.  Who would have thought that that child would one day have such revenue of gold as Solomon had, six hundred and sixty-six talents in one year?  (see 2 Chron 9: 13).  Think of the wealth that he had!  Of course there was a time when Solomon himself did not fully appreciate the wealth and the currency was depreciated because it was made so free, but think of the wealth that came to Solomon.  Such was it that you had to distinguish between different kinds of gold: there is the gold of Ophir and there is the gold of Parvaim.

S.D.K.R.  In one case it was perfect gold.

E.C.B.  Yes; these things suggest to us the fruit that God intends to acquire through experiences of sorrow through which He allows us to go.

S.D.K.R.  Would Mary in John 20, be expressive of it?  What that led on to in the glory of the service of God! 

E.C.B.  "They have taken away my Lord" is an experience of widowhood.  Then she comes back with very great fulness in that message.

J.M.  The message is most touching; "I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God"; and He says "Touch me not", that is that there was a relationship established on a totally different platform.

E.C.B.  Exactly.

J.M.  In regard to what was said, that we might have thought that because of the smallness of conditions the Lord might specially preserve the saints among us, we discover that we are not immune from the things that generally lie upon men: indeed, the Lord is bringing in a good deal of suffering.  Is that not to establish what He has as on an entirely different basis? 

E.C.B.   I am sure that that is right, and we need to be able to penetrate into that area where things are on the level of the barley-harvest.  The barleyharvest is "the first-fruits, Christ" (1 Cor 15: 23) and we need to be able to enter habitually into that sphere.  I was impressed this morning with our already touching the sphere where the things that God will wipe away no longer exist; and it says, "and death shall not exist any more", Rev 21: 4.

S.D.K.R.  Would it be right to think of the Lord Himself experiencing the feelings of this in connection with Israel who had departed from Him, His entering into the feelings of those who are literally widows? 

E.C.B.  I think so, and hence there are references in the Psalms that would provide language for these circumstances.  Naomi says in chapter 1, "Jehovah has brought me home again empty" but it was not true.  She might have thought it was true but it was not true, and chapter 4 shows it was not true because, as I say, they said "there is a son born to Naomi"; but she thought it was true.  It may be that the Lord allows us sometimes to touch things, as the scripture says, in the bitterness of our soul (see Isa 38: 15) but we may find that our first impressions prove to be untrue.  Now it was not true that Naomi was brought back empty; she was externally impoverished.  Think of the wisdom that she had, think of the instruction she is able to give to Ruth.  These are not from an empty vessel.

E.W.  "They came to Bethlehem" is repeated several times.  I do not think it says anywhere that she returned to Bethlehem, as though she had gained something.

E.C.B.  Yes, I think she had.  The first thing she had heard was "that Jehovah had visited his people to give them bread", which was a great incentive to go, but "they came to Bethlehem" is almost as if it is a milestone on the way.  It is actually the place where everything was worked out, but it seems as if it is marked as a milestone on her way and at that point she is going to learn that God has already provided everything in relation to her own condition.  

E.C.M.  What do you understand by "she lay at his feet", and then "Let it not be known that a woman came into the threshing-floor", and then in verse 18, "for the man will not rest until he have completed the matter this day".

E.C.B.  Has it not been remarked before that chapter 3 corresponds largely to Colossians - "mark the place where he shall have lain down" - but in one sense Christ's apprehension of what transpires there is known to Him but not, as it were, to be published, things are gone through secretly and in a hidden way.  But Christ does not rest in what is arrived at in Colossians, does He?  Colossians leaves us here and Him there, He above and we below.   There are exercises to be gone through as to circumcision and His death and so on; things are not completed.  The completion of things "this day" necessitates our going on to apprehend redemption according to Ephesians, does it not? 

E.C.M.  Yes, the full heavenly position.  I was thinking that her continuing until the wheat-harvest would involve the heavenly position, the saints raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ (see Eph 2: 6).

E.C.B.   I am sure that that is so.   The Lord speaks in the gospel of "his wheat" - in one gospel "his wheat into the garner" (Matt 3: 12) and in another "the wheat into his garner”  (Luke 3: 17) - but what He has in view is "his wheat", and I think that is what He gathers for Himself in Ephesians and on the heavenly level of things.   As Mr Mitchell said, the area of supply is on a different level from that on which we are characteristically living.

E.C.M.  Do you think the threshing-floor experience which you refer to (I take it in Colossians 2 as to being buried with Him and then raised with Him through faith, and so on) has to be gone through in order to reach it?  So in Colossians 3 we are to set our minds on things above, where the Christ is; but the full position is Ephesian, is it not? 

E.C.B.  Yes, and things are set out for us in some order in Ruth as representing the progress by which we come into things.  In 1 Corinthians 15 things are presented in a much more immediate way.  You sow bare grain and God gives it a body as it pleases Him; that is compressed into a verse.  It almost takes Romans, Colossians and Ephesians to develop that in the epistles, does it not? 

E.C.M.  Yes, I like what you say.

E.C.B.  The fruit of this is in chapter 4: "There is a son born to Naomi".  The women say that, they seem to recognise that something has taken place, "the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi.  And they called his name Obed".  Now it has often been dwelt on that his name means 'worshipper' or 'servant', but the Spirit does not say here 'which being interpreted is worshipper'; what the Spirit says is "He is the father of Jesse, the father of David", showing that God had in view that out of these experiences of sorrow should emerge the man after His own heart.

E.C.M.  Do you think too the reference to David would involve the service of God in the most refined features of it, what God has in mind is His own service and what would contribute to that? 

E.C.B.  Yes, I am sure it does; it is filled out in Solomon.  As we know they in a sense merge into each other as the history unfolds; but I am sure that is what God has in mind.  It is a very interesting thing to note too that when David comes on to our view in Samuel there is no fault in him, the faults in David come out later in his history.  Now that is the fruit of Naomi, that is, a man who is ruddy, of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance, with no fault in him referred to; that is the product, Christ in formation.

J.M.  Is it exercising that in the practical working out of this we have a large element of sacrifice?  Boaz has to raise up the name of the dead, not his own name, and he was wealthy enough for that, and then although the son is born to Ruth, the women say it is to Naomi, that is that there was a correspondence in her to the sacrificial spirit that was seen in Boaz.  The whole history indicates that what is in Ruth's view is not herself but is really Naomi and the establishment of that line of things under Naomi which is to work out in David.

E.C.B.  I think that.  When these difficult circumstances arise, as they do in assembly history (take the last four years), we are very prone to say 'Call me Mara' , but the Lord will not allow a root of bitterness to grow up.  What the Lord does is to retain the name of Naomi, that is, 'my pleasantness'.  We may foster bitterness which can be expressed in ways that almost sound pious.  People speak about their circumstances and you can discern the bitterness in what they say, but Naomi has no bitterness.  She seems to touch it for a moment and then to leave it behind, and I think it is very interesting that no one ever called her Mara, that is to say, what God saw in her is what prevailed.

In Samuel we are familiar with the actual details of the history, that David's wandering eye led him into the gravest sin.  I was not thinking of that side but that, before Solomon is arrived at, again the experience of widowhood has to be gone through: "the wife of Urijah heard that Urijah her husband was dead and she mourned for her husband".  David has been reached but God still had in mind, as I said, not the children of 2 Samuel 3 and not even the wives of 2 Samuel 3; God has in mind Solomon, but he is arrived at after the experience of widowhood has been touched again.  "There were many widows in Israel" (Luke 4: 25); it seems as if the Lord who knew all the history draws attention to that, as much as to say, 'You did not realise it at the time there were many widows'.  He said to only one of them was Elias sent, but the experience of widowhood has to be gone through again before Solomon in all his glory actually comes on to view.

S.D.K.R.  Thinking of Mary the mother of Jesus "even a sword shall go through thine own soul'; ( Luke 2: 35); the Lord on the cross says to her "behold thy son" (John 19:26), and John is used to develop the glory of the Son of God.  Would there be some link there? 

E.C.B.  I think there would, the way that Jesus commits her in affection to John and that disciple took her to his own home".   Mr Taylor sen said that Mary the mother of Jesus would have impressions of Jesus that nobody else would have, things that she would have seen in Him in the house that no one else ever knew.  He said it is that character of things that is carried over into the upper room (see Acts 1: 14).  It is not Mary of Magdala, it is Mary the mother of Jesus, and John would acquire from her impressions as to what "the holy thing" (Luke 1: 35) had actually been.

E.C.M.  That is very interesting.  He also connected the widow who put in all her living with the beginning of Acts and what was there in the way of wealth in the upper room.

E.C.B.  Yes, and very early in Acts no one called anything they had their own: that is like the widow with two mites.

J.M.  You remarked as to 2 Corinthians; we were noticing yesterday in fact how extensive are the references to glory in that epistle, Paul speaking in the first chapter of what he had gone through in spirit with the Corinthians as a result of the first epistle.  Do you think that is really this line that you are touching now? 

E.C.B.  I wondered whether the reference in 2 Corinthians 1 to "so great a death" is not intended to have more impact on us than it does.  We relate it to Paul having had to face various very oppressive circumstances in his life but the expression "so great a death" is something that easily fits in our minds into the death of Christ; but then the experience of widowhood necessarily involves touching "so great a death".  What greater death can a woman have touched than the loss of her husband?  She would say "so great a death" but He delivers us and will deliver, do you think? 

J.M.  Yes I think so.  I wondered too, not to multiply examples, if the way Peter writes his first epistle brings on to view that spirit of widowhood in the way he speaks to the saints, and then in the second epistle he can expand on this line of glory in speaking there of the "excellent glory".

E.C.B.  Yes, I think that that side of things is to be brought in to supply us in order that we may not be over-borne by the conditions through which we have to pass.  We remarked yesterday upon the need for getting deeper impressions of such scriptures as, "in everything ye have been enriched in him", 1 Cor 1: 5.

E.C.M.  It is a beautiful touch here as to Solomon: "and Jehovah loved him.  And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah's sake".  Would you say something about that.

E.C.B.  I think that he was attaching the name of Jehovah to the child.  The ending 'iah' in these names is a direct connection with God, is it not, and David was marking this child in relation to a link with God.  In Jedidiah I think that is what he is carrying through, " for Jehovah's sake".  Again I do not think that Solomon is ever called Jedidiah in the scripture, but it is not that that name is replaced but in a sense it is 'called by that secret name' .

E.C.M.  Would you link it in any way with the Lord as in the gospels, for instance at His baptism and then the transfiguration: "this is my beloved Son"? 

E.C.B .  I think it would, that is Jehovah loved Him, or Jedidiah, but David calls him that "for Jehovah's sake".  I think it is, as Mr Darby says, 'called by that secret name', not the name that is given to Pergamos but a name that is directly known in one's link with God.

E.W.  There is an experience: "she became his wife"; that comes in in Ruth and it comes in here.  I was thinking of what we had yesterday as to becoming a man; there is a link: "she became".

E.C.B.  Yes I think so; the word 'became' conveys to our minds some sense of gradualness and progress.  It is not immediate although it could have an immediate bearing, but I think that the widowhood is transcended in that process of becoming and a new relationship is established now.  If you go back to Ruth 2 it is, 'I've found a Friend, O such a Friend' (hymn 187); it is more than what you get in the gospel, she had a relation or a friend.  That is what is to be found in the widowed circumstances that the Lord is pressing on us.

E.C.M.  Would you connect that at all with the Song of Songs?  In the early part of the Song "my beloved is mine".  but later it is "I am my beloved's".  Would that answer to "she became his wife"? 

E.C.B.  I think that.  So 'And thus He bound me to Him' is something to be touched.  There is more in that than just attachment to Christ in the gospel.  

E.C.M.  To us it is "my beloved is mine".  We experience that in our link with Boaz the mighty man of wealth; but then the change is that "I am my beloved's", conscious of the link in union.

E.C.B.  Yes, that expression in that hymn, 'And thus He bound me to Him', puts us in mind of the word in the prophet as to the bands of a man (see Hos 11: 4).  Now that is what is needed in widowhood, the bands of a man.

E.C.M.  And the cords of love.

E.C.B.  And that is what the Lord supplies and He is wealthy in the supplying of it.

S.D.K.R.  "And David comforted Bathsheba his wife".  It is the same word as the Comforter, not only the Spirit here but the Lord where He is as managing our affairs.  Is that the sense that the Lord will come in in relation to widowhood in care? 

E.C.B.  I am sure it is.  You will remember that Acts 9 (which is a chapter against the background of persecution of the assemblies) says that the assemblies were "increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit" (v 31), that is the operation of the Spirit as Comforter sustaining them and supplying what they needed in the persecution that they had been suffering at the hands of Saul of Tarsus.

J.M.  Is there a substantiality in David that helps us through these exercises?  As we remarked, in Ruth you have the friend, but David is to go through the thing alone here; he goes through it on his own with God.  What is substantial in the saints can go through such exercises severe as they may be.  What seems to hold David is perhaps typically purpose, and he sees the thing right through, he does not break up in the midst of it.

E.C.B.   No, I think that is important and significant for us that it is substantiality in divine formation in us that takes us through these sorrows to bring out this quality of fruit.

J.M.  No doubt you have in mind the extension of Solomon into the Kings and the great system of things for God that is established under him linking on with the Ephesian line that you spoke of earlier.  

E.C.B.   Yes, what Solomon has in view is what is exceedingly magnificent above everything else, but Solomon's mother was a widow, at least she had been through that experience.

J.M.  We have been noticing locally in reading Kings that, whereas in the tabernacle system everything speaks of smallness, in Solomon 's temple there is nothing small at all.

E.C.B.  Except the ark.

J.M.  Except the ark, it is there unchanged, but the whole system is one of largeness and beauty and awe.

E.C.B.  Yes.  I think that we should keep in view what the Lord intends to be produced out of the experiences through which He is taking us all.  There are so few of us now that we are all able to enter into the feelings that arise that might otherwise have been confined to a family, we can all enter into it; but w hat is the Lord going to have out of that?  I think that He intends to have something that is distinctive.
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Scripture references

Ruth 1:3-22 (JND) [3] And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. [4] And they took them Moabitish wives; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the second Ruth: and they abode there about ten years. [5] And Mahlon and Chilion died also, both of them; and the woman was left of her two children and of her husband. [6] And she arose, she and her daughters-in-law, and returned from the fields of Moab; for she had heard in the fields of Moab how that Jehovah had visited his people to give them bread. [7] Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she had been, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. [8] And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each to her mother's house. Jehovah deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with me. [9] Jehovah grant you that ye may find rest, each in the house of her husband. And she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice and wept. [10] And they said to her, We will certainly return with thee to thy people. [11] And Naomi said, Return, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet sons in my womb, that they could be your husbands? [12] Return, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I have hope, should I even have a husband to-night, and should I also bear sons, [13] would ye wait on that account till they were grown? Would ye stay on that account from having husbands? No, my daughters, for I am in much more bitterness than you; for the hand of Jehovah is gone out against me. [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. …

Ruth 2:1 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz.

Ruth 4:13-17 (JND) [13] And Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife; and he went in unto her, and Jehovah gave her conception, and she bore a son. [14] And the women said to Naomi, Blessed be Jehovah who hath not left thee this day without one that has the right of redemption, and may his name be famous in Israel! [15] And he shall be to thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age; for thy daughter-in-law who loves thee, who is better to thee than seven sons, has borne him. [16] And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse to it. [17] And the women [her] neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi. And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

2 Samuel 11:26 (JND) [26] And the wife of Urijah heard that Urijah her husband was dead, and she mourned for her husband.

Genesis 5 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth. …

Luke 4:25 (JND) [25] But of a truth I say to you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land,

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

2 Corinthians 4:8 (JND) [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up;

Luke 2:32 (JND) [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Revelation 18:7 (JND) [7] So much as she has glorified herself and lived luxuriously, so much torment and grief give to her. Because she says in her heart, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief:

Revelation 3:9 (JND) [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee.

1 Timothy 5:3 (JND) [3] Honour widows who are really widows;

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

John 15:15 (JND) [15] I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you.

Psalms 68:5 (JND) [5] A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

Psalms 30:5 (JND) [5] For a moment [is passed] in his anger, a life in his favour; at even weeping cometh for the night, and at morn there is rejoicing.

Psalms 126:6 (JND) [6] He goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for scattering; he cometh again with rejoicing, bearing his sheaves.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Ruth 3:3 (JND) [3] Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thyself, and put thy raiment upon thee, and go down to the floor; make not thyself known to the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.

2 Samuel 12:20 (JND) [20] Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his clothing, and entered into the house of Jehovah and worshipped; then he came to his own house and required them to set bread before him, and he ate.

2 Samuel 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. [2] The rich had very many flocks and herds; [3] but the poor man had nothing at all, but one little ewe lamb which he had bought, and was nourishing; and it grew up with him, and together with his children: it ate of his morsel, and drank of his own cup, and slept in his bosom, and was to him as a daughter. …

2 Chronicles 9:13 (JND) [13] And the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold,

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

1 Corinthians 15:23 (JND) [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

Revelation 21:4 (JND) [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.

Isaiah 38:15 (JND) [15] What shall I say? He hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done [it]. I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul.

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Matthew 3:12 (JND) [12] whose winnowing fan [is] in his hand, and he shall thoroughly purge his threshing-floor, and shall gather his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

Luke 3:17 (JND) [17] whose winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his threshing-floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner, but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

Colossians 2 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …

2 Samuel 3 (JND) [1] And the war was long between the house of Saul and the house of David; but David became continually stronger, and the house of Saul became continually weaker. [2] And to David were sons born in Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jizreelitess; [3] and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maachah, daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; …

2 Samuel 3 (JND) [1] And the war was long between the house of Saul and the house of David; but David became continually stronger, and the house of Saul became continually weaker. [2] And to David were sons born in Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jizreelitess; [3] and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maachah, daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; …

Luke 4:25 (JND) [25] But of a truth I say to you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land,

Luke 2:35 (JND) [35] (and even a sword shall go through thine own soul;) so that [the] thoughts may be revealed from many hearts.

John 19:26 (JND) [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son.

Acts 1:14 (JND) [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …

1 Corinthians 1:5 (JND) [5] that in everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word [of doctrine], and all knowledge,

Ruth 2 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. [2] And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, I pray, go to the field and glean among the ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find favour. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. [3] And she went; and she came and gleaned in the fields after the reapers; and she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. …

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …



SOME FUNDAMENTALS - THE FALL OF MAN


God completed His wonderful work of creation, pronounced it very good and looked with pleasure on a perfect scene unmarred by sin, and the man and the woman in happy relations of innocence were in the full enjoyment of that garden of delights.  But the scene quickly changed.  Instead of God communing happily with Man, we read that He drove him out of Eden and set the Cherubim and the flame of the flashing sword to guard the way to the tree of life.  Man had been summarily expelled.  What had happened? 

Sin had come into the previously fair creation.  Man had listened to the voice of the serpent, He had distrusted God, disobeyed His one commandment commandmen, given place to his own desires, and had miserably fallen.  Having failed in his responsibility he now had the knowledge of good and evil indeed, but to his own sorrow, for he knew God to be good and himself by his own conscience to be evil.  He had become a sinner, and toil and pain and death were henceforth to be the portion of mankind.  "By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death", Rom 5: 12.

Men may refuse the testimony of the Scriptures and subscribe to a theory that man is constantly improving himself and his environment and by his own efforts will eventually arrive at a Utopian state.  But around us we see the solemn results of the fall of man: suffering and death and increasing crime and violence and corruption.  The thirteen wicked things which proceeded out of the heart of men in the time of Christ (see Mark 7: 22,23) are no less in evidence two thousand years later, nor have the sixteen works of the flesh improved (see Gal 5: 19-21).  In spite of a more favourable environment, sin characterises man as much as ever; adherence to his own will and resistance to the will of God.   Every human being has the witness in his own conscience, if he gives it place , to sin and death and judgment.  The conditions of the last days are upon us and bear witness that man 's fallen state has not changed (see 2 Tim 3: 1 -7).

The whole condition of man seemed hopeless, but God did not wipe out the human race.  Whilst pronouncing judgment on the Man and the woman for their sin and the serpent (Satan) for his instigation of all this, He also announced that the Seed of the woman would crush the serpent's head.  In the meantime He clothed Adam and Eve with coats of skin to cover their nakedness, in anticipation of the incoming of Christ and His redeeming work.  By His own wonderful plan God would completely deal to His full satisfaction both with the sins of man and with man's sinful state.  He would also lay a basis for setting the creation free from bondage in the millennial day, followed by a new and eternal scene entirely free from sin , where "death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away", Rev 21: 4.  What a triumph for God that will be! 

 

W.E.Ellis

 

 

 

 

THE CHILDREN'S WISDOM

It is remarkable that a man who described himself as very stupid should write about creatures who are little upon the earth but are exceeding wise.  Are we as wise as those four creatures in the Book of Proverbs, chapter thirty? 

The ants are those who use every opportunity open to them because they provide their food in summer when it is to be had.  Do not be like some persons who had to say that the summer of blessing was ended and they were not saved!  A statue was once made, called 'Opportunity'.  It was of a man standing on tip-toe, with wings on his feet and long hair on his forehead; but the back of his head was bald.  It was as if he stayed but for a moment and whoever met him could seize him; but once passed he could not be caught.

The rock-badger, or hyrax, is somewhat like a rabbit and very timid.  But these creatures who are called a feeble folk use the protection of the cliffs which they themselves could never make, but which their Creator has made for them.   In fact they make their house there.  The lesson which the believer learns from this is that the confession of the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it and is safe.  That word means in the older language that he is 'set up on high' which is like a cliff and is a place of safety.  The scripture does not say that he ever goes out again! 

Then the locusts teach us the importance of fellowship.  This does not depend upon having a king who can be seen as their leader.  Their God-given instinct gives them a bond together.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in obedient believers gives them a unity which they have to keep in practice.  One great way in which fellowship is proved is by breaking bread in remembrance of the Lord Jesus with those who call upon Him out of a pure heart.

The lizard speaks to us of what we call privilege, which means a favour granted by someone greater than we are.  Lizards do not defend themselves but, as the scripture says, they are in the palaces of kings.  In actual fact it may be that the kings do not like them there!  But the Christian, although little upon the earth, has a right to dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  He is the King of kings.

Do you take every opportunity of confessing the Lord for salvation and of enjoying the favour of true Christian fellowship? 

 

J.C.Evershed


Scripture references

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Mark 7:22-23 (JND) [22] thefts, covetousness, wickednesses, deceit, licentiousness, a wicked eye, injurious language, haughtiness, folly; [23] all these wicked things go forth from within and defile the man.

Galatians 5:19-21 (JND) [19] Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness, [20] idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strifes, jealousies, angers, contentions, disputes, schools of opinion, [21] envyings, murders, drunkennesses, revels, and things like these; as to which I tell you beforehand, even as I also have said before, that they who do such things shall not inherit God's kingdom.

2 Timothy 3:1-7 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, [4] traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; [5] having a form of piety but denying the power of it: and from these turn away. [6] For of these are they who are getting into houses, and leading captive silly women, laden with sins, led by various lusts, [7] always learning, and never able to come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Revelation 21:4 (JND) [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.
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