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“THEY TELL JESUS”

B. M. Deck 

Matthew 14: 12, 13; John 12: 22–26 

These incidents seem to give cause for the disciples to come and to tell Jesus. It says in Matthew 14 that they brought word to Jesus, and then as to these two disciples in John 12 it says, “and they tell Jesus”. That must surely always be right; indeed it would be fraught with danger not to go to Jesus, particularly in circumstances that test us. I want very briefly, dear brethren, to refer to this and the way the Lord came into these circumstances where the disciples brought word to Him. We have the certainty that He will not fail us in this the hour of our need, nor will He ever fail us, nor has He ever failed those that call upon Him. 

How deeply this matter of John the baptist must have affected the disciples and burned into them the awfulness of his martyrdom; the callousness of the hands that did it would have deeply pained these beloved disciples. Possibly they included those that had been led by John to Jesus; you remember it says they heard John speaking and they followed Jesus (John 1: 37). That would be a feature, surely, of every true servant; indeed, anyone that does not lead to Christ would become an occasion of concern. Alas, we have seen too many that have led to themselves. John the baptist was a man sent from God. What a man he was! What went ye out to see, a reed moved about by the wind? the Lord says (Matthew 11: 7). He was not that; he stood firm and gave his life for the truth. 

Thank God for such that have stood and given their lives for the truth. But we are still here, in the scene of the testimony, and these things rightly burn into us with a challenge as to absolute reality. What these disciples did is what we need to do, and I think maybe are doing; we tell it to Jesus. What does He do? What He does becomes a guide to us; there is instruction in what He does. He does not take issue with what had happened. He rather indicates that the whole bent of His mind is out of this world. I just want to touch this very briefly because that is why I went to John; the whole bent of His mind, if you will excuse that expression, is out of the world, and He leads His own out of the world. He says, “If my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought” (John 18: 36); they would; but the time for that is not yet; you remember He says to Peter, You put your sword back; it is not the time yet. The damage that Peter did, He healed it; what grace! Oh above all things we need rightly to represent God in the character of the dispensation in the circumstances that test us. 

I am sure the awfulness of John the baptist’s martyrdom would have affected those beloved disciples exceedingly, and we would be no different. Thus they tell Jesus, “And Jesus, having heard it, went away thence by ship to a desert place apart”. Oh let us find that desert place! 

Let us find a secret area that is not influenced by anything but the One who is there. I suppose it would be a place of prayer. Luke brings that out, how the Lord could spend a night in prayer. Our outlet is prayer; let us tell it all to Jesus; “they tell Jesus”. Let us get that, dear brethren; whatever comes, take it to Him in prayer. However simple, however many the details, however young or old we are, whatever our problems, let us take all to Him in prayer and He will lead us, and guide us, and His 

way is out of the world into an area that is free of the influences of the world; it is a desert place, it is apart, and it is by ship. How much could be said, but I just want to call attention to the fact that we want to find a place alone with Jesus away from the influences of this world. 

Paul found it in Arabia (Galatians 1: 17). We each need to have our Arabia, a secret history out of sight, unknown by anyone, but known by Jesus, and known by you with Jesus, and He will give us direction how to move, how to act in the face of the discipline that otherwise could often, and so easily, overwhelm us. 

In John there is another situation, and the Lord is giving a similar direction; it is going out of the world. It must have been very nice when these Greeks came; they wanted to see Jesus. 

Oh, thank God for every such enquiry. They tell Philip, and Philip is not sure; he tells Andrew, and then together they come and they tell Jesus. Now the instruction would be in how the Lord handles the situation. These things are very searching and are very, very current. Much could be said of these Greeks who came up to worship; they wanted to see Jesus. I would say simply, thank God for every enquiring soul, whether a Greek or a Jew, whether bond or free; the blessing of the glad tidings is towards all, and upon all who believe. 

I think what these two disciples did was commendable. It would seem one was not too sure, so he had a little ‘care meeting’ with his brother. It is quite good to confide in one another; we need to be near to one another and learn how to work together with one another—every servant does. But then the secret of effective power is that we go and tell Jesus. What does He say? “The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified”. How profound that title! He is available for men whether it be Greek or Jew, bond or free; He is 

able for every situation and it is His glory to resolve it. 

Then what does He proceed with? A going out of the world in view of another world; not a world that the Greek would build up, or the Jew, or whatever nationality. The Greek would build up this world; Ah! the Lord says, “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone, but if it die, it bears much fruit”, John 12: 24. What depth there is in that! The Lord could bring in the simplest agricultural figure to nullify the Greek mind, saying, as it were, I am going to terminate all those things by falling into the ground and dying. O, beloved, let us keep near to the death of Jesus. The fellowship is the fellowship of His death; let us remember that and be conformed to His death. How searching! I search my heart; is my life conformed to the death of Jesus? You see the whole build-up of the first man is completely set aside at the cross; there is nothing retained, whether gentleman or criminal, it is all gone, there is neither Jew nor Greek; it is all finished and, we are established by faith and by the Spirit in another Man who is out of death. Oh, if we could just get a view of this, dear brethren, it would give us guidance amidst depression to see that the whole trend of true Christianity is out of the world. Why? Because the One who is its centre has gone out of the world by way of death. The cross is our point of severance from this world, and loyalty to Jesus would take me away from this world in all its influence and all its ramifications, all that is about to be destroyed in judgment; the whole desire of our hearts as loyal to Christ should take us out of the world. 

I feel ashamed that the Lord has had to raise so many things dealing with separation from the world. Loyalty and love for Him should have 

settled every, matter, and still should, so that we follow Him where He is and so learn to hate our life in this world. You might love your life and lose it; let us not do that; we cannot do it if we understand the way the Lord has taken; we are not of the world. He says, I am not of the world and ye are not of the world, and He has gone out by way of death. There is much in this; the grain of wheat falling into the ground is one of the most affecting references to the death of Jesus. Let us ponder it, let us feed upon it, and as we do we will find we are connected with a risen Man. Really that is where Christianity begins; we are justified in a risen Christ; let us learn it and prove it; that is how it works. So your whole course, your whole outlook on things here, is changed and you learn to find your life in a different way; as He says, “He that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”. 

Then there is recorded an appeal here—“If any one serve me, let him follow me”. Can we answer that, dear brethren? Are not the last words of the Lord to Peter, “Follow thou me”? 

What need there is in days of such outward departure to improve the position just by one. I think that was said to beloved Mr. Darby by his father—You can improve the position by one. Let us do it tonight; “If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. And then, “And if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. We can leave that; that is in the Father’s hands. I think in a sense He honoured John the baptist. 

He honoured every martyr; He honoured Stephen, and He will honour us; but now it is to follow Him where He goes, and it is out of the world, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch
13 October 1980 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 14:12-13 (JND) [12] And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and came and brought word to Jesus. [13] And Jesus, having heard it, went away thence by ship to a desert place apart. And the crowds having heard [of it] followed him on foot from the cities.

John 12:22-26 (JND) [22] Philip comes and tells Andrew, [and again] Andrew comes and Philip, and they tell Jesus. [23] But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit. [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 1:37 (JND) [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus.

Matthew 11:7 (JND) [7] But as they went [away], Jesus began to say to the crowds concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? a reed moved about by the wind?

John 18:36 (JND) [36] Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but now my kingdom is not from hence.

Galatians 1:17 (JND) [17] nor went I up to Jerusalem to those [who were] apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and again returned to Damascus.

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.



“THE JUST ONE”

W. Dickson 

Peter 3: 15–18 (to “bring ‘us to God”); 2 Samuel 23: 3–5 (and note ‘f’); Leviticus 19: 35–37 

One of the greatest pleasures that a spiritual mind has is in going over the various names and titles of the Lord. It is quite an occupation for those who love the Lord just to meditate on the various ways in which He is spoken of in the Scriptures, particularly in the New Testament. 

‘Each thought of Thee doth constant yield 

Unchanging, fresh delight’. (Hymn 151) 

The name that I wanted to speak of at this time was used by Peter, and it was also used by Paul and it was used by Stephen who spoke of the Lord Jesus as “the Just One” (see Acts 7: 52 and 22: 14). These scriptures bring out this thought of the Lord as the just One. As to its root meaning in the original I cannot say much, but it obviously conveys the thought of righteousness par excellence, and also as to judgment that everything would be according to God. The scripture in 1 Peter is very simple—“Christ … has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust”, and I wanted to say a word of encouragement to our many dear young brethren here, many of them of school age. Peter’s is kingdom teaching as we know and does not go in great depth into the truth of the assembly although the reference is there, but in the main it is the truth of the kingdom. 

I was thinking of our younger brethren at this time, most of them probably at school and yet having committed themselves to the Lord’s supper and to the fellowship of the death of Christ. Such bear a faithful witness to the Lord’s claims. You dear young people, you do your homework well, you do your lessons well, you go to school suitably dressed, you are respectful to your teacher, and your language is above reproach as befits a true lover of the Lord Jesus, and yet on account of the place you take as a believer on the Lord Jesus you suffer reproach. Now the apostle Peter says, well, if you suffer as well-doers remember this, that Christ suffered the just for the unjust. I thought a word of encouragement would be timely, to think of this that the Lord Jesus suffered the just for the unjust to bring us to God. Now you have a great privilege. Your companions may excel in sports and other things; but remember this, Christ died the just for the unjust to bring us to God. Think of the glory of that, greater than anything that this world can give you, greater than anything you may miss as regards the pleasures of the world, that Christ has suffered the just for the unjust to bring you to God. As we have said earlier today, to bring you to God is not only to bring you salvation from your sins but to bring you into the area of eternal life and blessing amongst God’s people. 

The writer commences the passage with “sanctify the Lord the Christ in your hearts”. There is a Person enthroned in your affections, the Lord the Christ, a sanctified, area in your heart and in that sanctified area there is a—Person sitting on the throne and that Person is Jesus. If any ask you to give an account of the hope that is in you, you do it in all simplicity with meekness and fear. True salvation for a believer lies in the public confession of the Lord’s name. Oft-times it comes out in a halting, stumbling fashion, but with meekness and fear that “they may be ashamed who calumniate your good conversation”. Now, beloved brethren, that word ‘conversation’, as the note conveys, means ‘manner of life’, and I would exhort the brethren increasingly to see that our manner of life is irreproachable—in our speech, in our conduct, in our dress, in our pursuits, to see that our good conversation is in Christ. As you go forth and take up your responsibilities you remember, as our brother “quoted, “ye have been bought with a price”, 1 Corinthians 6: 20. Divine ownership has been established at such tremendous cost, and a believer manifests a walk which morally is entirely different from the course of things in this world. 

Then it says, “For it is better, if the will of God should will it”. Beloved brethren, I would like you to go with me as I read this verse again, “For it is better, if the will of God should will it”. Now that is one of the most pungent expressions in Scripture, in fact I do not think in the New Testament there is any other such in regard to the will of God—‘If the will of God should will it’. Matters come up in a believer’s life, such as his employment, the matter perhaps of marriage, the matter of location, many matters come up in the life of a believer, but let our standard be that verse, “For it is better, if the will of God should will it”; not if my will coincides with the will of God, but if the will of God should will it. That is the standard for a believer, and all true happiness lies in the discernment by the Spirit of the will of God. 

So Peter says, “for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”. Think of that glorious Person of whom we have sung, the just, irreproachable, righteous One. His every word in perfect judgment, marked by grace, marked by mercy; He suffered, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God. If you suffer unjustly at the hands of man, remember this, that Christ suffered the just for the unjust to bring us to God, and the privilege of being brought to God is greater than anything that man can give you, 2 Samuel 23: 3–5 points on to the Lord Jesus in a day to come, but I think that the principles of it would be of much help amongst us now. I observe that we are exhorted frequently in meetings to speak more of the world to come; I think we have all heard that. Of course, it is a scriptural expression, “the world to come, whereof we speak”, Hebrews 2: 5 (A.V.). Beloved brethren, I think it would be a very good exercise if, beside of speaking about the world to come, we bring the principles of the world to come presently into our local meetings. We speak about the world to come, and of course the beloved teachers of the recovery stressed that, but it is important not only to speak of the world to come but to bring the principles of the world to come now into our local meetings. What are these principles of the world to come? Well, in the world to come there will be subjection. There will be a benign rule under Christ on the principle of influence. May I raise the question, particularly with older brothers, as I would raise it with myself, What influence have you? 

Not what your gift is, not what your ability is, but what influence have you? That will be a great feature of the world to come, an influence for good. Young people, have you an influence for good amongst the young people of your own age, of your own group? This matter of influence is very important, subjection on the principle of influence. 

Another thing, in the world to come there will be peace. That is a great matter. You say, Oh well, we must not have peace at any price. No, I agree with you, you must not have peace at any price. But a person who is bringing the principles of the world to come into his local meeting would 

set himself for peace if there was any possibility of it being reached righteously. He would search for a righteous basis on which to preserve peace and happiness and joy amongst his local brethren. Another principle of the world to come is, according to Zechariah 8: 4, 5, that old men, so old that they carry a staff in their hands, sit in the streets, and the young people play in the streets, suggesting a bond between them. Now, does that principle of the world to come exist, that there is a bond between the young people and the old and they dwell together in happy conditions and in the enjoyment of eternal life? 

To proceed, verse 3 reads, “The ruler among men shall be just”. The principle of rule in the local assembly is most important but a ruler has to be just, in other words he has to exercise a right influence without partiality and in the fear of God. Peter speaks of those who lord it over God’s heritage (1 Peter 5: 3). They are not shepherds but lord it over God’s heritage. 

They do not rule in the fear of God. Every matter must be taken up in the fear of God. Elder men and elder women have a great responsibility these days. Then it says, “he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds”. That is fine. The brethren’s countenances are expressive of what shines in the face of Jesus. These beautiful and benign influences also, the sunshine, and the green grass springing from the earth, the freshness of conditions amongst us. That is the world to come all brought presently into our local meetings. And then David says, “Although my house be not so before God”. We would have humbly to own that, beloved brethren. There may be some in God’s goodness who do not have to say it, but there are very few. But that is not to make us despondent, it is to give us to learn from the experience of these things, so that we come out in greater maturity, power and influence amongst the saints, not on account of our knowledge of Scripture but on account of the substantiality of the work of God in our hearts. 

Now I would like to touch on Leviticus 19, and I trust the Lord will give me the help I need in speaking about this passage. I would just like to point out one or two features that mark it. 

No other chapter in Leviticus commences in the way in which this chapter starts. If you look at verse 2 it says, ‘Speak unto all the assembly of the children of Israel’. Now no other chapter in Leviticus commences in that fashion. Just to bring it out, in chapter 18: 2 it says, “Speak unto the children of Israel”, and we will go to chapter 20: 2, “Thou shalt say also to the children of Israel”. But chapter 19 is distinctive and unique; it says, ‘Speak unto all the assembly of the children of Israel’. Now that is something to be carried in your minds in regard to what one hopes to say, that it is addressed to the assembly of the children of Israel, obviously pointing to the conditions in which He would dwell amongst His people, and so the instruction in the chapter is of special moment. 

Another feature which marks it which does not mark other chapters is that every section is completed with the words “I am Jehovah your God”. In other words, what is stressed is the divine ownership. Now, having said that, beloved brethren, I would like to read verse 35—“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measure of length, in weight, and in measure of capacity”. Now measure of length refers to principles; measure of weight refers to persons; measure of capacity refers to ministry. Now in this very important chapter the Spirit of God says in regard to these three things, principles, persons, and ministry, that we have got to have just judgment 

and just measures. Beloved brethren, one of the great needs of this present day is to apply a just measure to these three things. Let us deal with principles first. It has been said, Why talk so much about principles? Now Scripture is a book of principles, that has been said by the teachers of the recovery, and we have to bear in mind in all matters that Scripture is our final arbiter and guide. If you want to resort to ministry as your guide you would have to look in dependence on the Spirit at the context and the circumstances in regard to which the ministry was given. Scripture is the ultimate guide in regard to principles, and Paul’s teaching is the ultimate guide in regard to assembly administration. That is just measure of length. 

Now it says, “in weight”—the need for having a just evaluation of persons. I am basing my remarks on Scripture because the word to Belshazzar was, “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting”, Daniel 5: 27. So the thought of weight undoubtedly refers to persons. 

The book of Ezra proves that; as the vessels came up, they were all weighed, relating to the persons that came up in the recovery (see Ezra 8: 29). Now it is important, beloved brethren, to apply a just measure to everybody, but in relation to the work of God and not in relation to our personal likes or dislikes. Oft-times our judgment of persons is based on their past history, oft-times it is based on not very commendable features of their present course, which of course would enter into the matter, but to get a just judgment of a person you have to go into the presence of God and bear up that person in the divine presence and seek grace to view such as the Lord would view them and how they stand in relation to divine thoughts. 

Mr. Taylor said, ‘I have a judgment of every person I break bread with’. You say, That is a bold statement. It may be; I do not know; but I think it is a good exercise, that you would have a judgment in regard to every person you break bread with, and you would trust that that judgment was in no way biased but according to the true measure of the sanctuary, as in this passage. I put that to the brethren, I am speaking guardedly, and I trust I am speaking with the help of the Spirit, but it is important in these days when there is so much turmoil to see that our estimate of persons is based on the divine standard of things in the sanctuary, a just measure of weight. 

Then it says “in measure of capacity”, which refers to ministry. We should bear in mind what we had earlier as to the cost, exercise and burden that enters into the giving of ministry, both oral and written, in, our time. Beloved brethren, do we accept that the ministry in these days comes from the Lord? And if it comes from the Lord, have we any right to judge it, other than in the light of what the Scripture would give us in the way of a just measure of capacity? 

Sometimes our judgment of ministry is based on whether it agrees with our point of view or not. I see the great need for the brethren to get into the divine presence with the ministry and say, ‘Lord, is this your voice?’ When it is measured by the measure of capacity, a right measure has been applied to it, and there will be a right understanding of it. These instructions, coming in as they do in Leviticus 19 where the assembly is addressed, it is as if God would say that in this assembly it is most important that you have a just estimate of principles and how they are applied, a just estimate of persons and how you regard them, and a just estimate of ministry as to its value and as to whether it is the voice of the Lord. 

Now, if we do that, beloved brethren, I think the Lord will come in and lift us to a higher level of discernment of current issues than perhaps we have had in the past. It is the Lord’s desire that the brethren go on, go on with the truth; that is the Lord’s desire, that is the Spirit’s desire. The Lord has His mind on the coming generation, as we should likewise. Our exercise should be that in God’s assembly we should not be governed by bias, we should not be governed by natural feelings, natural relationships or past history, any of these things, but by a just measure, a just weight, and a just measure of capacity. May the Lord help us, beloved brethren, in these matters, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Toronto
12 July 1980 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 23:3-5 (JND) [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth. [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

Leviticus 19:35-37 (JND) [35] Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measure of length, in weight, and in measure of capacity: [36] just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin shall ye have: I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. [37] And ye shall observe all my statutes, and all mine ordinances, and do them: I am Jehovah.

Acts 7:52 (JND) [52] Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain those who announced beforehand concerning the coming of the Just One, of whom *ye* have now become deliverers up and murderers!

Acts 22:14 (JND) [14] And he said, The God of our fathers has chosen thee beforehand to know his will, and to see the just one, and to hear a voice out of his mouth;

1 Corinthians 6:20 (JND) [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

2 Samuel 23:3-5 (JND) [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth. [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

Hebrews 2:5 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak;

Zechariah 8:4-5 (JND) [4] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand for multitude of days. [5] And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.

1 Peter 5:3 (JND) [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock.

Leviticus 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto all the assembly of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Holy shall ye be, for I Jehovah your God am holy. [3] Ye shall reverence every man his mother, and his father, and my sabbaths shall ye keep: I am Jehovah your God. …

Daniel 5:27 (JND) [27] TEKEL, Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting;

Ezra 8:29 (JND) [29] Watch and keep [them] until ye weigh them before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites, and the chiefs of the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of Jehovah.

Leviticus 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto all the assembly of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Holy shall ye be, for I Jehovah your God am holy. [3] Ye shall reverence every man his mother, and his father, and my sabbaths shall ye keep: I am Jehovah your God. …



GRACE AND TRUTH

T. E. Druckenmiller 

John 1: 14–18; 3: 21; 16: 13 (first phrase); Psalm 85: 8–13 

I desire, beloved brethren, to draw attention to grace and truth, as the section in John 1 brings out, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”. Others have drawn attention to the singular verb “subsists”, emphasizing that grace and truth are one. While grace has come much before us in the reading the impress upon one’s heart is the need to be established in the truth in our souls, the truth as set out in Jesus. We get that word in Ephesians “as the truth is in Jesus” (Ephesians 4: 21). Think of God coming near to men in a Man, in the Man Christ Jesus, and this gospel brings out in what we have read the impress of the greatness of the Lord Jesus who is the Son of God and that He is the only-begotten with a Father, full of grace and truth. John bears witness of Him, and it says, he cried saying, This was He of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me; for of His fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. I just feel, beloved brethren, the tremendous value of getting into our souls that God has come near to us in Jesus and that He has manifested His love and His grace; the feelings of His heart are toward us. It brings a challenge to us as to how we are to move in the presence of such grace. 

So, firstly, I believe the Lord would impress upon our hearts what was here in Himself, in Jesus the Son of God, that “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”; it came into being, it began to be, and what is of God is set out in that Man. We are challenged, beloved brethren, in our walk and in our ways as to whether we maintain the divine standard in everything we say and in everything we do. It was so with Jesus; Luke’s gospel gives us that touch, they “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”, Luke 4: 22. He found the place in the roll of the book and read from it and then rolled it up and gave it to the attendant, and He could say, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears”. Think of the fulfilment of Scripture in the Person of Jesus. The prophetic word had come down through the centuries foretelling of Jesus, and the prophetic word was now fulfilled. I believe a touch came in in the reading as to “the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus”, Revelation 19: 10. God has continued to speak right down through to our day and there is the continuance of prophetic speaking. What is on one’s heart is to encourage all our hearts to be committed to the Lord, to be submissive to Him, to have in our affections a stirring of desire to be more fully committed to the pathway of the will of God, which involves on the one hand the continuance of the display of God’s grace and on the other the continuance of the manifestation of the truth as set out in Jesus. 

So I go on to the second scripture—“He that practises the truth comes to the light”. John brings out that it is the light that is shining out in Jesus that lightens every man (John 1: 9), that is, your heart and mine can be enlightened by the knowledge of God as presented in the Person of Jesus. And there is no need that any part be dark with you or me. Yet how often it has been otherwise; how often we have been dark; how often we have gone on thinking we are doing what is right only to find out as we went on in our pathway that it really was not the embodiment of grace and truth. So we sorrow over much at the present time, but the Lord does not mean us to remain in that feeling of despair; He means us to get through to the fact that grace and truth subsists in Him. And grace and truth are to be set forward in what you and I do in our part as committed now to the pathway of God’s will. Peter speaks of the time past as sufficient to have wrought the will of the Gentiles (1 Peter 4: 3), that whole line of things, but now let us go forward in faith. What a need there is to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. The responsibility is on us, beloved brethren, to stand for the truth and in our insistence on the truth to maintain the grace of the dispensation. That is what is on one’s heart, the manifestation in Jesus the Son of God of divine feelings. The meal that Elisha cast into that pot was expressive of just that kind of thing, the perfect humanity of Jesus, the evenness of it, the pleasurableness of it in the sight of God; and God is looking for the same in you and in me. Oh may the Lord help us to just have the desire to be 

committed persons at the present time. 

So this is a very precious word in chapter 3, “He that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God”. You see, God is wanting each of us to be committed to the carrying forward of the expression of Jesus in our lives. Have you looked at your pathway that way or have you still some desire just to be moving in the spirit of the world, the line of independence that marks men, wanting to do what you want to do when you want to do it? That is the spirit of the age that we are in; the educational system is trying to bring about independent reasoning and thought. But we want to see, beloved brethren, the need to be submissive to the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord; own Him as your own Lord and Saviour and understand that what was manifest in Him in His pathway here is to be manifest too in your and my pathway. 

So it says, “that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God”. Well, let the Lord work in our souls and bring about such a manifestation. It was so with the apostles. 

The book of the Acts has been before us during the reading and the Lord would bring home to us the value of those men as committed to the Lord in the carrying forward of the testimony. Peter could draw attention to what he had, “Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee”, Acts 3: 6. Oh what a word that is! The Lord would say, You can have that too; you could say, Silver and gold I have not, but what I have ... Do you have the Lord Jesus in your heart? Do you value the truth as set out in Him? And are you just in your simple pathway a witness here for Him? Oh the Lord would encourage you to be such. He would encourage us all to be such, in the midst of what is dark, crooked, and perverted; to be each 

identified with the pathway of God’s will in the scene where Jesus has been rejected. 

There is much that could be brought out as to the truth in the gospel of John; it is impressive the way that what is true, and the truth, run through this, gospel. One just read these references and would encourage especially our younger brethren to seek out these precious subjects in God’s word and rely on the Spirit of God to unfold the precious light and glory of the greatness of Christ in your soul and thus in your life. In John 16 and through this section from chapter 13 through to 16 there are several references to the Spirit of truth. One is in John 15: 26—“the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, he shall bear witness concerning me; and ye too bear witness, because ye are with me from the beginning”. Think of how the disciples gathered with Jesus and moved with Him. You can see how these thoughts that are in the Psalm that we shall come to just flow together, that is, “Loving-kindness and truth are met together”. You see how it is working out in your life, that God on the one hand may bring in a testing line of things but with it comes the grace needed to bear it, as Paul speaks of it, so that you can say, “Loving-kindness and truth are met together”. 

Well, God means it to work out in our lives that there should be formation in our souls so that we stand as a testimony in this scene for the Man who was here, rejected among men, and yet in all His pathway setting out the feelings of God for men. 

John 16: 13 brings out that when the Spirit of truth had come “He shall guide you into all the truth”. Think of the Holy Spirit of God, a divine Person, sent down from Christ exalted on high, and come to indwell the believer. Do you have the Spirit? Is He in liberty in you? We have spoken about our vessels and we spoke of that section in 

Elisha’s day where the widow had to have drawn to her attention the value of what there was there in her own house from God (2 Kings 4). Well, may the Lord help us to appreciate the more what we have from God—the Spirit of our God. “But when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth—for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”. Think of having a divine Person in you and with you who will announce to you what is coming, who will give you an appreciation of the truth and help you amid conflict and trial in the pathway of God’s will to express Christ in your life. I think we need to get an increased appreciation of the grace and truth that subsists in that Person and is to be effective in us. How often it has been otherwise. Paul would have said that too as to his pathway; think of the manifestation of grace in that beloved man of God and the way God in His grace met him at a time when he was breathing out threatenings and slaughter. Paul could say, That is the way God dealt with me; mercy was shown to me. Then he would say, The way that God has been gracious to me he means to be a delineation of your life too (see 1 Timothy 1: 16). What vessels of God’s mercy we are! What sovereign love and grace from our God have been manifested to us! And now we need to see what we ought to be in the presence of these things, as Peter says; 

“Waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God”, 2 Peter 3: 12. 

Psalm 85 bears on the working out of this in our lives. That is what has drawn this psalm to one’s attention. It is a psalm of the sons of Korah, persons who knew sorrow in their history, sorrow in their parents, but who were committed to follow through in faithfulness to the Lord in their 

own lives. So it says, “I will hear what God, Jehovah, will speak”. May that be so today, God saying something to you and to me, something coming by the Spirit of God into our souls and bringing about committal of heart with us—yes, I should be more committed to the pathway of God’s will; I should be more ready to assemble when the brethren are convened; I should not have to be told to come to the meetings. You know, these are the kind of things—it is amazing how as we look back over our histories somehow we needed to be told what to do, whereas down inside us the Spirit of God is telling us anyway what to do, and if our hearts were more sensitive we would just want to be in the gatherings of the saints, and we would want to be an expression of Jesus when we are alone, among the school people, or at our places of business; we would just be what we should be. The Spirit of God will help us as we yield ourselves to Him. That is the impress that is on one’s heart. So may we be prepared to hear what God will say—“For he will speak peace unto his people, and to his godly ones”, and then it says, “but let them not turn again to folly”. That is a word of admonition; may we be preserved from that line of things. There is much that the world goes on with, and that we are prone to be taken up with, and give way to, things that really do not further the work of God among us collectively. You would know what it is with yourself; I would know what it is with me. May we be more sensitive to the Spirit’s presence. We get that word in the Old Testament, “Be careful in his presence”, Exodus 23: 21. So we are graciously furnished of God, but then we need to keep our vessels, and we need to be maintained in the glory and greatness and dignity of sonship that God has given us a part in. 

Then it goes on, “Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him, that glory may dwell in our 

land”. I think we have a sense today of glory dwelling in our land; the gatherings of the saints together, I believe, are that, the outshining of God’s glory and the outshining of His grace amongst His people. Then we have these precious touches—“Loving-kindness and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other”. Oh let us be in the working out of this collectively; loving-kindness—it is really a touch of mercy and grace—and truth are met, together. Let it be so in your life and in mine. And righteousness and peace have kissed each other; the working out of exercises in local assemblies is, I believe, with a view to these features being seen actively amongst us. Well, may the saints the world over be in the appreciation of the divine standard of the truth and maintain it in the power of the Spirit of God so that grace on the one hand prevails and that truth on the other goes on with it. I just feel we need that, beloved brethren. “Truth shall spring out of the earth”; think of that which springs out of the earth. It shows, I believe, the living line of things and the touch of life in the gatherings of the saints. And then, “righteousness shall look down from the heavens”. 

There is much in these expressions. We feel stunted sometimes in our growth when we see the fulness that is there in God’s word and how men of God in their service amongst God’s people have unfolded with fulness these precious scriptures; may we be exercised to come into the gain of the labours of others in view of filling our part.at the close of this dispensation in faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ until He comes. 

Then it says, “Jehovah also will give what is good, and our land shall yield its increase”. That I suppose is the man from Baal-shalishah; he was in the enjoyment of that sphere; he had what was from that sphere (see 2 Kings 4: 42). That is what is to be our enjoyment in the assembly. You get a taste of what he brings and then you would want to be with that brother, you would want to be with that sister, and to share in what they enjoy, and it is yours too. You see, in divine things there is not such a thing as selfishness, there is the constant experience of fulness. The word ‘abundantly’ that came into the reading is one to treasure and you and I are to be contributors to that abundance. Well, I think these thoughts should stimulate our hearts. “Our land shall yield its increase”; that would be fulness in the service of God. What the Lord Jesus is looking for is a portion for each divine Person in fulness in the collective response of God’s people. Then, “righteousness shall go before him, and shall set his footsteps on the way”; it is like “a highway for our God”, Isaiah 40: 3. It is like Deborah’s day. Things were so circumscribed, persons doing what they wanted in their own eyes, but there was someone who was able to arise. This, I believe, is needed amongst us. 

May the Lord help us; you and I can be such in our localities; we can be for the blessing and for the flowing together of living conditions amongst God’s people. The Lord means us to value and appreciate what is abundant; you get that word in John’s gospel, “That they might have life, and might have it abundantly”, John 10: 10. It is available in Christ and I am sure He would have it enjoyed in its fulness amongst His people at the present time. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
23 February 1980 

 


Scripture references

John 1:14-18 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

John 3:21 (JND) [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Psalms 85:8-13 (JND) [8] I will hear what God, Jehovah, will speak; for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his godly ones: but let them not turn again to folly. [9] Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. [10] Loving-kindness and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other: [11] Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from the heavens. [12] Jehovah also will give what is good, and our land shall yield its increase. [13] Righteousness shall go before him, and shall set his footsteps on the way.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

Revelation 19:10 (JND) [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

John 1:9 (JND) [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man.

1 Peter 4:3 (JND) [3] For the time past [is] sufficient [for us] to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-drinking, revels, drinkings, and unhallowed idolatries.

Acts 3:6 (JND) [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk.

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 15:26 (JND) [26] But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, *he* shall bear witness concerning me;

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

1 Timothy 1:16 (JND) [16] But for this reason mercy was shewn me, that in me, [the] first, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him to life eternal.

2 Peter 3:12 (JND) [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which [the] heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall melt?

Psalms 85 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} Thou hast been favourable, Jehovah, unto thy land; thou hast turned the captivity of Jacob: [2] Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people; thou hast covered all their sin. Selah. [3] Thou hast withdrawn all thy wrath; thou hast turned from the fierceness of thine anger. …

Exodus 23:21 (JND) [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him.

2 Kings 4:42 (JND) [42] And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, Give to the people that they may eat.

Isaiah 40:3 (JND) [3] The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of Jehovah, make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.



EXTRACTS

Worldliness begins wherever Christ is not the motive and rule of what I do in the necessary details of life, because Christ accompanies as light and grace there as well as lighting us above. It was a different thing the manna and the old corn of the land, but Christ is both. I must be clothed, and I must have a house, but if I deck my person it is the flesh and folly, not Christ, if I do it at all; the degree may be more or less, but the principle judges it. If I furnish my house I must have tables and chairs as a necessity of the, ordinary path of life; Christ will still, be my rule; He bends graciously to my necessities: He does not cultivate folly. I shall seek what meets my necessity with thankfulness. If I seek to please the world and meet its eye, worldliness begins. The measure of judgment in this may, of course, be different, according to spiritual progress, the principle is simple. If I love vanity most clearly it is not Christ. If I dress or furnish to meet the world’s eye, it is worldliness. Had I a sick wife I would get the easiest chair possible. God delights in tenderness, but that is not the world. 

J. N. Darby, ‘A Voice to the Faithful’, Vol. 13, p.31 (1879) What constitutes a man great is the way he acts in the presence of light. If there is an accession of light, how are we to act, how are we to be affected? 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 90, p.16) 
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