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PERSONS WHOM THE LORD COMMENDS

J. Renton 

Luke 7: 44–48; 10: 38–42; 21: 1–4; Revelation 2: 12–17 

I would like to speak briefly about these persons whom the Lord commends. It would be right to desire to be among those whom the Lord approves, whom He can commend. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 10: 18, “For not he that commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends”. There are plenty of commendations of men at the present time, but what should concern us is whom the Lord commends, and we would desire to be among such, “whom the Lord commends”. And so this woman in Luke 7 had not been a long time on the road, like one just beginning on the Christian pathway, shall we say, a sinner, but she had an appreciation of the Lord Jesus. One of the Pharisees, who were self-righteous persons, invited the Lord into his house, and no doubt there was a cold atmosphere there and no appreciation of Him whatsoever. You wonder why he invited Him, but he did anyway. But all the warmth was brought in by this woman. This sinner in the city came into the house in all her need, in all her sins, and found One who was able to forgive her. You know, if I had written this incident I would have said that one of the Pharisees invited the Lord to a meal, but he did not do this, and did not do that, and did not do the next thing. But that is not what Luke writes. 

Luke writes what the woman did, and then, afterwards, what the Pharisee did not do. Luke expands on what the woman did. She had this alabaster box of myrrh, and she washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head. He tells what she did. She had all the warmth, she was the one whom the Lord commended—a sinner. Here she was, she had her own appreciation of the Lord Jesus, of His feet that brought Him in grace to meet her need. 

I wonder if we all have that appreciation of the feet 

of Jesus, the One who, “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Philippians 2: 7, 8. As coming this way, treading His path in the cities and villages of this world, He was available to this woman in the Pharisee’s house. The woman came there and just poured out her appreciation of the Lord Jesus. The Lord commends her. She turned all her attention on the Lord Jesus and the Lord turns His attention to her, “turning to the woman he said to Simon”, the self-righteous Simon, the Pharisee, “Seest thou this woman?” What a commendation that was! He expands on what she did. He says, “I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair”. She was all in this—her eyes, her tears, her hair—she was wholly absorbed with the person of the Lord Jesus and her appreciation of Him, and that is open to every one of us. If we have not come a long way in the pathway we can do it here now, pour out our appreciation of the feet of Jesus that brought Him in grace available to us as sinners and offering forgiveness and extending forgiveness. 

Not only did He say about her, “Her many sins are forgiven”, but He said to her, “Thy sins are forgiven”. He made her conscious of the fact that her sins were forgiven. For believers now that would no doubt involve the gift of the Holy Spirit because we enjoy and are conscious of our forgiveness by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Now in Luke 10 we have another woman who is commended. She is commended because she, “having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”. I do not know about you, but I have great sympathy with Martha, because it was her house, and the Lord came in and His disciples and she immediately thought of service. What will I do to serve these persons? Most of us would be like Martha, I am sure we would. But here was one, Mary, who “having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”. She was listening to the teaching. Apparently the Lord was known as ‘the Teacher’ in Bethany, because in John 11 when Martha had her conversation with the Lord Jesus, she said to Mary. “The teacher … calls thee” (John 11: 28). He was known in Bethany as ‘the Teacher’, and you know, dear brethren, there is a great need of teaching. 

There has been a lack of teaching. There is a great need of teaching, sitting down at the feet of Jesus and listening to His word. The Lord commends persons who are subject to divine teaching. There is a great need of teaching all over, and Mary chose that good part. The Lord commends her for choosing that good part. I do not think the Lord was rough with Martha. I think He would say, O Martha, Martha. He would not be hard on her. It was not sin on Martha’s part, she was doing her best according to her ideas, but He commends Mary, she 

“has chosen the good part”, would just like to emphasise the importance, dear brethren, of divine teaching. The Lord’s commandments, are we interested to know what these are? We need divine teaching to know what His commandments are. Divine teaching is available to us but it needs subjection on our part, it needs interest on our part. Mary had that interest. Mary had chosen the good part and that was being subject to the Lord’s teaching. 

Now in Luke 21 we have another woman, and she was remarkable. I have never met anyone like this woman. I do not know whether you have, but I have never met anyone like this woman. It was devotion with her and sacrifice. I have never met anyone who gave all she had or all he had. No doubt it took place at Pentecost; I am sure this woman’s action was fulfilled at Pentecost when no one counted what he had was his own, but they had all things common. 

That was wonderful devotion and wonderful sacrifice. We are not living in that kind of day. 

We are meant to be stewards of what we have, but this woman was wholeheartedly devoted. 

And you know, in her locality, things were not good. Things were not good in Jerusalem. The Lord 

had just said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk about in long robes, and who love salutations in the market-places, and first seats in the synagogues, and first places at suppers; who devour the houses of widows, and as a pretext make long prayers”, Luke 20: 46, 47. 

That was Jerusalem, that was the locality where this woman was. What was the answer? Did she complain? She gave all she had in devotion and sacrifice. What happened? The whole thing had to come down because of this woman. Before the Lord speaks about the temple and the buildings coming down, He had what He was looking for in this woman, it was devotion and complete sacrifice. I think few of us are like this woman, but the Lord commends her, 

“Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts of God; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had”. How remarkable that is! No wonder she had the Lord’s commendation, for she cast in all the living which she had. Have you met a person like that? Are we in any measure devoted, prepared to sacrifice, committed to the Lord’s interests down here? If so, we will have the Lord’s commendation—“For not he that commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends”, 2 Corinthians 10: 18. 

Now in Revelation, to the angel of the assembly, representing a responsible person or persons, in Pergamos, the Lord addresses Himself, saying, “These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword—I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan is ...”. 

Although there had been a faithful witness there, Antipas, things had declined. There began to be mixture, there began to be worldly features in Pergamos. There began to be a popular kind of religion in Pergamos. No doubt it refers to the time of Constantine when Christianity became popular, and principles were sacrificed. The principle of separation was given up. 

There had been a time of persecution as in Smyrna, but in Pergamos it was the worldly element taking control, 

and that is a danger with every one of us. So the Lord calls attention to two doctrines; one was the doctrine of Balaam, and the other one was the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes. It tells us about the doctrine of Balaam, it says, “I have ... against thee that thou hast there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a snare before the sons of Israel”. 

There has been a great snare of wrong teaching. We referred to it in the reading, the open principle, “to eat of idol sacrifices and commit fornication”, lack of devotion, lack of separation, and an open outlook. What a snare that has been right down since 1848, the open element, the desire for more liberty for our own wills and all these worldly influences coming in. What a snare that has been among the people of God. There was a conflict then, and there were sentimentalists who were lost in that conflict, and the enemy has attempted over and over again to bring in that kind of teaching. It sounds so plausible, it sounds so acceptable, the liberty for human thinking, because of the lack of principle. We speak of the open principle but really it is a lack of principle, and that is the doctrine of Balaam. Then there is the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes. Well, I am not very clear what that was, but we said in the reading that the two attacks of the enemy have been the open principle and interference in our localities. It has been a plague all down through the history, over and over again. It would seem the enemy does not have many tactics, but he seems to be successful in the same old thing again and again. It seems so many are lost and caught up in these doctrines. You see it speaks of the doctrine of Balaam and the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes. 

Well, I want to speak about the overcomer. This is the kind of day we are in. At the end of Mr Darby’s life he was greatly concerned about the coming in of worldliness. There was an issue in 1879, the Ryde and Ramsgate matter. There was no issue of the truth, it was just a low state among the brethren, and he was concerned about worldliness. He saw things coming in. 

I wonder what he would think now. In any case there is a word to the overcomer, “To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna”. Oh, it is worthwhile overcoming in this worldly environment, dear brethren, to be given of the hidden manna. It is what God delights in in the manhood of Jesus, the hidden manna. Does not Mr Darby’s hymn say— 

‘There on the hidden bread 

Of Christ, once humbled here— 

God’s treasured store—for ever fed, 

His love my soul shall cheer’ (Hymn 79) 

Think of the overcomer having the hidden manna, God’s appreciation of the manhood of Jesus. What a feast for our souls! That is available to the overcomer in this worldly conflict, 

“to him will I give of the hidden manna”. There is a great deal to say about that, if I could, the hidden manna; I think it is God’s delight in the manhood of Jesus, expressed here and where He is now. It refers to the pot of manna that was put in the ark, I suppose, but it is hidden, it is a secret matter. And then it says, “I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”. And Mr Darby says about that— 

‘Called by that secret name 

Of undisclosed delight 

(Blest answer to reproach and shame) 

Graved on the stone of white’ (Hymn 79) 

I understand that white stone is a little pebble. It is a very small thing. It is nothing public, but it is just a little sense of the Lord’s commendation and the Lord’s approval to the overcomer in this worldly kind of atmosphere. It is a little thing that the overcomer can appreciate. It is for himself. You cannot boast about it; you cannot tell others about it; it is not a thing you can display or parade before others, it is not public. There is no company of believers which has the Lord’s public acclamation, public approval. There is no company on the earth which has the Lord’s public approval. What we look for is just a little sense of the 

Lord’s approval, the Lord’s commendation. That is the little stone. It says, “I will give to him a white stone”, it is a little pebble, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”. There is no public approval. I want to emphasise that. It is not public, you cannot prove it to anybody else, but it is just a secret in the soul of the overcomer. It belongs to him, he keeps it to himself, but oh how he values it, a sense of the Lord’s commendation, the Lord’s approval. How we need to overcome, dear brethren, and have this secret name of undisclosed delight, a secret sense of the Lord’s approval. It may be that others do not approve. It may be even some brethren do not approve. But what we can go on with happily and restfully is a little sense of the Lord’s approval. 

I would commend that to every one of us, because we are living in difficult times, but I think the Lord would comfort us. Has our time together not been some compensation? Has there not been an atmosphere of the Lord’s presence and the Lord’s help? Has there not been that? 

I think there has been. I cannot help thinking of our dear brother who goes alone soon to Brisbane, and another brother who goes alone to Armidale, another brother who goes alone to Perth, deprived of practical fellowship. You need to go with a sense of this white stone and on it the name written which no one knows but he that receives it. It is something by way of compensation, something that is going to support us and sustain us even if we are alone and deprived of practical fellowship. What days we are in, how difficult they are! But oh how precious to have just a little indication that the Lord is approving of us where we are. There are other places where we are very few, just two or three. Well, here we are, “I will give to him”, an individual, “a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”. You cannot boast of it. If we had something public maybe we would glory in it, maybe we would have some pride in it, but it is just this secret thing that is so precious and so valuable, 

even if others, even if brethren do not approve. Well if the Lord does, is that not all that matters? Does anything else matter at the moment, if the Lord approves? Can we not delight in that, just treasure it? May the Lord encourage us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Sydney
10 October 1992 

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:44-48 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. [48] And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Luke 21:1-4 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; [4] for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts [of God]; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had.

Revelation 2:12-17 (JND) [12] And to the angel of the assembly in Pergamos write: These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword: [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells. [14] But I have a few things against thee: that thou hast there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a snare before the sons of Israel, to eat [of] idol sacrifices and commit fornication. [15] So thou also hast those who hold the doctrine of Nicolaitanes in like manner. [16] Repent therefore: but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth. [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

2 Corinthians 10:18 (JND) [18] For not *he* that commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Philippians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:28 (JND) [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee.

Luke 21 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; …

Luke 20:46-47 (JND) [46] Beware of the scribes, who like to walk about in long robes, and who love salutations in the market-places, and first seats in the synagogues, and first places at suppers; [47] who devour the houses of widows, and as a pretext make long prayers. These shall receive a severer judgment.

2 Corinthians 10:18 (JND) [18] For not *he* that commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.



THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH AND THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD

J. Wright 

Galatians 6: 10; Ephesians 2: 18–22; Hebrews 11: 8–11; Genesis 15: 1–6; 17: 1–5, 26, 27; 28: 10–19; 35: 1–15 

I seek help to speak of the household of faith, and the household of God. I feel in need of divine help in speaking of them, for I feel my understanding is small. These expressions do not occur much in Scripture, but they are there. I understand that the idea of the household of faith is illustrated in Abraham’s history and the household of God in Jacob’s history. We might have put things the other way round in taking account of Jacob’s history, but there is something very choice reached in Jacob. 

Firstly, I speak of the household of faith. Abraham is said to be the father of all that believe, and there is such a household. That is, there are persons moving on that principle who are governed by that principle, the principle of faith. If we have faith we must believe that God is, and that He is a rewarder of him that seeks Him out. Faith is a wonderful gift, and we should be exercised to move on the principle of faith. It says in the Scriptures more than once that the just shall live by faith. It raises the question, beloved brethren, as to the principle on which we live, what governs us in our movements; whether it is things of sight, or circumstances, or even providence; or whether we are governed by faith, by God’s word. Faith would connect us with things that are unseen, but they are nevertheless real. I wonder how much I know of these unseen things. We are bound to fail, and not really come into things rightly if we are governed by sight. If we look at the situation that exists today, just a few brethren, outwardly what is there in that for us unless we are governed by faith? We are thankful, of course, that there are those we have to walk with, but our real strength lies in faith. Persons have found strength in faith, and our link with God is in faith. Our link with a Man in the glory, a Man in heaven, is in faith and we can behold Him there, “we see Jesus”, it says, “crowned with glory and honour”, Hebrews 2: 9. 

The epistle to the Hebrews was written to strengthen the saints in faith in a system that is really and vitally established in Christ where He is. That is the vital thing in Christianity. Our walk and ways will be governed by that, if we have faith and our eye is upon the Man in heaven. 

This principle is worked out in Abraham’s history and it is brought into the epistle to the Galatians. If you look into that epistle you will see how much the principle of faith is stressed. God helped Abraham as he moved on that principle, and He will help each one of us as we move on that principle. Righteousness is obtained on the principle of faith, and Abraham moved step by step in faith. We cannot look too far ahead in our movements here, but we can go step by step. Scripture speaks of the steps of the faith of our father Abraham (Romans 4: 12); he had God’s word and moved in faith and God helped him to take the next step. That is how the believer’s life is to proceed. We cannot please God unless we have faith and move on that principle, believing God. It is not that you believed in Christ so many years ago (that is a vital thing, of course, that you do come and believe in Christ) but to live on that principle. Are you living on the principle of faith today, that is, believing God? It becomes characteristic of us that we believe God. 

So I read a few sections that bear on Abraham and the steps of faith that marked him, because it became characteristic of him. No doubt there were lapses in his history, and if we are honest we know that there are lapses in ours, we get away from it sometimes, but characteristically Abraham was marked by faith. It says in Hebrews, “By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going”. Some people speak about blind faith. I do not think it is that, because he went out in dependence upon God, trusting that God would guide and direct him. He obeyed the call. Now the call comes to us in the gospel, and is to be obeyed. The gospel is preached for the obedience of faith, there is in it a call from God. It is a wonderful thing to have a sense in your soul that God has called you. Why has He called? He has called you because He has a deep interest in you, and wants to bless you. He blessed Abraham. He called him out from idolatry, He called him out from the land of his nativity and his father’s house. It says that he obeyed, not knowing where he was going. He never actually received the land as an inheritance; God showed him it, and told him to walk through it, but he never actually possessed it. So men might say to Abraham, What do you have for going out? What do you have for obeying the call? He had an altar, and he had a tent. 

It is a wonderful thing to have an altar. Do you have an altar? Does each brother and sister here have an altar? You say, What do you mean by an altar? It means you have a known relationship with God. You know what it is to serve God on the principle of sacrifice, because we could not have an altar apart from the sacrifice of Christ. Abraham had altars but he was not told to build these altars. Genesis brings out that persons were not told to build altars, they were not prescribed. In Exodus they were prescribed, but in 

Genesis they were not, it was what men built as a result of their knowledge of God. That is the greatest thing you can have, a knowledge of God Himself. Abraham had that and he had a tent as well. “By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise”. They were heirs with him, that was his son and his grandson. Jacob would not have been very old then, about fifteen years old. We know that the teens are a difficult time in life; those of us who are older have been through that and we are sympathetic with what young persons go through in their teens. But Jacob had the advantage of having his grandfather and his father in these tents, and they were heirs of the same promise. God had promised them things. They had laid hold of those promises in faith. 

Then it says, “for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is the artificer and constructor”. Abraham waited for that city. It is a wonderful thing that on the basis of faith and the Spirit we can come to this city now; it is one of the things we have already come to, this city of which God is the Artificer and Constructor. Could you find a city more beautiful than that? Men have their cities; how corrupt they are, and the enemy uses them to allure people into corruption and sin. But God has a city for you, and you can come into it now through faith and by the Spirit. Can you have anything greater than that, a city built by God? That is going to remain and abide. All the cities of men are going to come down, they are not going to last; they are not built on a right foundation. Do you know you can find your life in this city as you commit yourself to God, and as you move in obedience on the principle of faith? 

In Genesis 15 it says, “After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward”. 

Abram had just refused anything from the king of Sodom, he refused anything from this world. Honours in the world do not do a Christian any good. You do not want to be on the world’s honours list. Abram had just had a successful mission, he had overcome kings. He had not done it to acquire glory for himself, but to rescue his brother Lot who was caught up with the world. Abram had gone into the mission in faith, and he did it with trained servants in his own household. You see the household of faith is an ordered system of things; Abram had these trained servants and he went out and rescued his brother. The king of Sodom wanted to honour him, but he refused it; we should refuse the honours of this world. God says to him, “Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward”. You could not have anything better than God being a shield, that is God being your protection; because the person that moves on the principle of faith is dependent upon God. That is a much better reward than what the king of Sodom could give him. The greatest thing you can have is your knowledge of God and God as your portion. Mr Darby knew God as his portion; it comes out in his hymns. God can be your portion, and my portion. 

Then Abram said, “Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless”. This title “Lord Jehovah” is an interesting one. God was speaking to Abram here and the word of God was coming to him, and Abram says, “Lord Jehovah”, he speaks to God in that way, he recognises the authority. It is essential to recognise the authority of God. If you are in the household of faith there is blessing in recognising the authority of God. Each Person of the Godhead has authority—the Lord Jesus has authority, the Holy Spirit has authority, and the Father has authority. There is great blessing and security in recognising the authority of God, and in being governed by His word in all our movements here. You might not know what to do in life at times, but God would give you a word, and it is necessary to be governed by it. 

God speaks to him not only about his circumstances here, but would in His word enlarge his view as to what He has in mind for him, His great purpose. He speaks about Abraham’s seed being as the stars of the heaven. He is enlarging Abraham in his view of things, and God in His word would enlarge our view of things. Things do not centre in us, although God cares about us, because He is interested in us. But God has a great plan, He has His purpose, and He is unfolding it to Abraham here. What do you think of God’s purpose? You say, Yes, I was chosen in Christ before the world’s foundation. It is a great thing to realise that. God knew you before you were born; even before you were a sinner, God knew you in purpose. It is a wonderful thing to lay hold of the purpose of God. God is speaking to Abraham about His great thoughts. It says Abraham believed God. Do you believe God? He believed God, and God reckoned it to him as righteousness. Then in Genesis 16 Abraham is tested, and he had moved away from dependence upon God. This idea of having an heir through Hagar is devised by Sarai, and what sorrow it brought in through moving away from God’s thoughts. 

His thoughts are far better than our thoughts. Let us be governed by God’s word. Abraham believed God but he was tested by His word, because it was several chapters later when Isaac was born. God is true to His word and you can rest in that; He will be true to His word, true to His thoughts. 

When we come to chapter 17 God is again appearing to Abraham to bring him back to His thoughts. He is saying to Abraham, “I am the Almighty God—walk before my face, and be perfect”. He is saying to him, I have the power to bring about My thoughts; you are apt to use your own thoughts and devices to try and bring about divine things but I have the power, rely upon Me. What a great thing it is to be maintained in dependence upon God, the One who appeared to him in this way as the Almighty God. He said, “walk before my face and be perfect”. You say, How can I walk before the face of God and be perfect? That is you are walking here 

pleasurable to God. You cannot do it in your own strength, none of us can. In our day we have the Holy Spirit, not only faith but the Holy Spirit, the power to walk before God’s face. 

Every day Abraham would be walking before God, not walking before men as pleasing men, and certainly not pleasing himself, but walking before God, and being here for God’s pleasure. Then God says, “thy name shall no more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of a multitude of nations have I made thee”. That is, he is the father of those that believe, a father of a multitude of nations. Think of God being so pleased with Abraham that what He had in Abraham was going to be multiplied and seen in others, seen in the household of faith in those that believe. 

I must go on and speak of the household of God. It is mentioned in the epistle to the Ephesians. You say, What is the difference between the house of God and the household of God? The house is spoken of extensively in the Scriptures, but there is not much said about the household of God. I think it emphasises the family thought, that God is in relation to those of His household. Now that brings out the intense interest that God has in His household, which would be a well ordered household. God intends that every parent would desire their household to be well ordered. It gives honour and credit to God that He has a well ordered household. It is marked by affection because God loves His household, and loves those who compose it. He exercises discipline to correct us, to form us, and to educate us. 

The discipline of God takes several ways. There is what becomes the common lot of men; sorrows, bereavement, pressure of circumstances, that is the common lot of men; but God would use it for those of His household for their discipline, for education and formation. 

Then there is what may happen through our own folly, but God uses it for discipline to correct us. Then there is what is peculiar to Christians, that is the pressure of the way as being in the testimony, that men generally do not have, 

but God uses it for the discipline of His people. 

We have this reference to the household of God. Paul says, “through him” that is, through Christ, “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. Those who form God’s household have access to the Father. I understand having access to the Father could be priestly service. Think of believers having “access by one Spirit to the Father”, that is both Jew and Gentile. The difference that existed between Jew and Gentile has been removed in the death of Christ. It says earlier that He “might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity”, Ephesians 2: 16. That is not the enmity between God and man, but the enmity between Jew and Gentile, the enmity between man and man. How much enmity there is in the world, but it is to the household of God. Christ has slain the enmity by the cross. Then it says, “So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”. What dignity applies to the saints in this way. If you look at Jacob you can see what dignity marked him; at the end of God’s ways with him he became a prince. God says Israel shall be thy name. He became a person of moral and spiritual dignity. There was no greater person at the end of Genesis than Israel because of what God, had made him. This is what those that belong to the household of God are. 

Then it says; “being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets”. The apostles would include Paul and the twelve. Paul had a distinctive place, no one had the place that Paul had among the apostles. Then the prophets would not be the Old Testament prophets, but the New Testament ones. There are prophets in the New Testament; they bring in the word of God and mind of God, so that this is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the corner-stone. It all takes character from that blessed Man. God has a household that takes character from 

Christ, “Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, in whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”. I understand that is what will be seen in the millennium, “a holy temple in the Lord”, where from the assembly the authority of the Lord will become intelligible to men. 

Then it says, “in whom ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”. God has a dwelling-place now, this is provisional. I think the household of God relates to that. I just refer briefly to Jacob who illustrates it. The first mention of the house of God is in Jacob’s history. When he went out of his father’s house he was obedient to his parents, but he was alone and his circumstances were hard and difficult. You may find that, your circumstances are hard and difficult; we all know something of that. But God assured Jacob that angels of God were interested in him. There was this ladder so that communications came from heaven to Jacob. It is a wonderful thing to be conscious of divine communications. It is a principle on which the believer lives that he has them. Our Christianity becomes stale and static if we are not in the gain of living communications from God. They keep the believer going in a right way. We do not need the things of the world to keep us going, because we have living communications from God. God pledges Himself to Jacob, pledges His interest in him and says He will keep him. Jacob awoke from his sleep and God said He would bless him, “And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee ... and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done what I have spoken to thee of”. It was a long history with Jacob until he was brought to what God would do with him, and it is a long history with most of us. But God says, “I will not leave thee”. In all Jacob’s ups and downs, his wanderings and his going away, and his going in for money, all those kind of things, God did not leave him. God had pledged Himself to him, and that was to assure Jacob. 

The response from Jacob was very mixed here, but nevertheless God committed Himself to him, and God would do it for us, as taking us up for blessing, being foreknown before the world’s foundation. God has an end in view for us and He will not leave us. Jacob said, “How dreadful is this place!” Then it says, “Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had made his pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil on the top of it”. The pillar was to be for testimony. There was some testimony as to what God was and what God was to Jacob in what he did here in setting this up as a pillar. He poured oil on it, indicating something spiritual coming from a man like Jacob. He appreciated divine blessing, but he was a schemer and thought he would get things his way. He poured oil on this pillar and that was something spiritual. There can be no power in testimony really without acting by the Spirit, acting in dependence upon the Spirit. 

When we come to Genesis 35. Jacob is brought back to this point, he is brought back to the house of God, where God had spoken with him. He comes back enriched, he is much richer now than when he went out; he had developed in the knowledge of God; but it was not without sorrow, it was not without wandering, and not without discipline. God disciplined him for the discipline of God comes out in a marked way in Jacob. He went to Padan-Aram, he was told to go there, but he was not told to stay; he stayed there twenty years and amassed wealth for himself. It was sorrow to him for he had a hard time with Laban his father-in-law; there was bargaining, and all that kind of thing, and Jacob got the best of it. He was such a schemer, he got the best of it, but it was only sorrow and suffering. When Joseph was born he says, I have to go away for these circumstances are not compatible with Christ. He went to go away but he was detained in Succoth. He built a house in Succoth before he reached the house of God, but what sorrow was brought upon Jacob. He built an altar there too, but it surrounded himself. He had his 

religion, his link with God, but he was centring things around himself. 

God says here to Jacob, after the sorrow, “Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother”. Jacob, in answer to this, has to get rid of the strange gods, and the unsuitable things that were in his household, because holiness marks God’s house. Discipline is in view that we might be partakers of His holiness, that we might be fitted for His house, and be fitted to have part in the household of God. I think the exercise that Jacob went through, in facing Esau his brother, helped him in this; he had to face his brother whom he had wronged, and he had to get right with him. He thought to appease his brother by scheming, by telling him of all the cattle he had and all that kind of thing. Would that have pleased Esau to tell him all he possessed? In the end Jacob wrestles with God, and God changes him. He becomes a giver, he sends a large gift to Esau, he becomes like God. I think those exercises were fitting Jacob to have part in the house of God. 

His house is cleansed and he is here with God. It says, “And he built there an altar, and called the place El-Beth-el; because there God had appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother”. Jacob is not centring things around himself, El-Beth-el is God of the house of God; he is centring things round God Himself, and God is his Object. That is a great thing, beloved brethren, that God becomes our Object. God changes his name, saying, “Israel shall be thy name”. Then God makes known His name to him. When Jacob had wrestled with God, he asked what His name was, but God did not tell him; He would not tell him until he was ready for it. God tells us things when we are ready for them. When we are ready for His house He would cause us to be there in liberty and joy. It is a place of liberty and joy, a place of merriment as illustrated in Luke 15. If you 

want to enjoy yourself, enjoy what is in God’s house as belonging to His household; it is a holy sphere filled with holy joy. It is not what the world goes in for, it is holy joy and holy merriment, for God Himself partakes in it. 

So God says to him, “kings shall come out of thy loins. And the land that I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give it”. And God went up from him in the place where He had talked with him; God was pleased with him. Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had talked with him. He set up a stone for a pillar when he was there before, but now he sets up a pillar of stone. I think a pillar of stone would suggest something permanent, something reached in Jacob’s own soul; and he poured on it a drink-offering and poured oil on it. A drink-offering was not mentioned in Genesis 28 but it is mentioned now, showing that Jacob himself was pleasurable to God. I feel I cannot say any more, but it is a good thing to look into. The two households are one really, but two thoughts, one leads into the other. We are marked by the household of faith and move on that principle, and have part in the household of God. May it be so, in the Lord’s name. 

Address at Manchester
16 September 2000 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 6:10 (JND) [10] So then, as we have occasion, let us do good towards all, and specially towards those of the household of faith.

Ephesians 2:18-22 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Hebrews 11:8-11 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise; [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor. [11] By faith also Sarah herself received strength for [the] conception of seed, and [that] beyond a seasonable age; since she counted him faithful who promised.

Genesis 15:1-6 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. [4] And behold, the word of Jehovah [came] to him, saying, This shall not be thine heir, but he that will come forth out of thy body shall be thine heir. [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be! [6] And he believed Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him [as] righteousness.

Genesis 17:1-27 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect. [2] And I will set my covenant between me and thee, and will very greatly multiply thee. [3] And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with him, saying, [4] It is I: behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of a multitude of nations. [5] And thy name shall no more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of a multitude of nations have I made thee. [6] And I will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. [7] And I will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after thee in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee. [8] And I give to thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land of thy sojourning, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be a God to them. [9] And God said to Abraham, And [as for] thee, thou shalt keep my covenant, thou and thy seed after thee in their generations. [10] This is my covenant which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee that every male among you be circumcised. [11] And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and [that] shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. [12] And at eight days old shall every male in your generations be circumcised among you he who is born in the house, and he who is bought with money, any stranger who is not of thy seed. …

Genesis 28:10-19 (JND) [10] And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went towards Haran. [11] And he lighted on a certain place, and lodged there, because the sun had set. And he took [one] of the stones of the place, and made [it] his pillow, and lay down in that place. [12] And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to the heavens. And behold, angels of God ascended and descended upon it. [13] And behold, Jehovah stood above it. And he said, I am Jehovah, the God of Abraham, thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land on which thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed. [14] And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south; and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. [15] And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all [places] to which thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done what I have spoken to thee of. [16] And Jacob awoke from his sleep, and said, Surely Jehovah is in this place, and I knew [it] not. [17] And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. [18] And Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had made his pillow, and set it up [for] a pillar, and poured oil on the top of it. [19] And he called the name of that place Beth-el; but the name of that city was Luz at the first.

Genesis 35:1-15 (JND) [1] And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. [2] And Jacob said to his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and cleanse yourselves, and change your garments; [3] and we will arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar to the God that answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way that I went. [4] And they gave to Jacob all the strange gods that were in their hand, and the rings that were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the terebinth that [is] by Shechem. [5] And they journeyed; and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. [6] And Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. [7] And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el; because there God had appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother. [8] And Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, died; and she was buried beneath Bethel, under the oak; and the name of it was called Allon-bachuth. [9] And God appeared to Jacob again after he had come from Padan-Aram, and blessed him. [10] And God said to him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name. And he called his name Israel. [11] And God said to him, I am the Almighty God: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee; and kings shall come out of thy loins. [12] And the land that I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. …

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Romans 4:12 (JND) [12] and father of circumcision, not only to those who are of [the] circumcision, but to those also who walk in the steps of the faith, during uncircumcision, of our father Abraham.

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

Genesis 16 (JND) [1] And Sarai Abram's wife did not bear him [children]. And she had an Egyptian maidservant; and her name was Hagar. [2] And Sarai said to Abram, Behold now, Jehovah has shut me up, that I do not bear. Go in, I pray thee, to my maidservant: it may be that I shall be built up by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. [3] And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar, the Egyptian, her maidservant, at the end of ten years that Abram had dwelt in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram, as his wife. …

Ephesians 2:16 (JND) [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity;

Genesis 35 (JND) [1] And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. [2] And Jacob said to his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and cleanse yourselves, and change your garments; [3] and we will arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar to the God that answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way that I went. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Genesis 28 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. …



MEDITATIONS OF J. N. DARBY ON LUKE 11

How many things the Lord Jesus had to go through in His pathway of love in the world! 

Verse 54 of our chapter shows what He found there. No one could grapple like Him with all the difficulties of faith which Satan arouses. That is encouraging for us, feeble beings that we are, for He who won the victory did it for us. Life in Jesus has aroused from all sides the most terrible opposition of the flesh and of darkness, for light cannot be reconciled with darkness, and the result has been a testing manifestation of what is in the heart of man. For 

those who walk according to the. Lord, there is an abundant provision of light and grace, but at the same time the character of darkness is uncovered. 

When there are no real needs, one is put off by the first difficulty that presents itself, but where there exists a sincere desire, a simple eye, a need produced by grace, one finds an answer from God. Daniel prays and fasts three weeks; the answer was ready from the beginning, but God thus tested the sincerity of his desire and answered him at the end of these three weeks of exercise. We must have the Holy Spirit to be led through the world; His presence foils all natural ideas. God has not come down into the world to leave man’s heart where it finds itself. Christ is come, because the course of the world is the broad way which leads to destruction; His presence has demonstrated the irremediable evil in which the world is plunged, and His way is wisdom according to God, a way which the eagle’s eye could not discern. 

The manifestation of the power of God in Jesus has for result that man attributes it to Beelzebub (Luke 11: 15) and, on the other hand, he demands a sign (Luke 11: 16), but Jesus gives none, for those who have the simple eye have only need of God’s word, and of a guide, the power of the Holy Spirit. Happiness consists in that. In this world which prefers to renounce reason in attributing to the devil the goodness of God, rather than to open their eyes to this good, the presence of Christ brings out the evil which Satan would like to hide. Jesus says—“Blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it” (Luke 11: 28). He refuses to give them a sign. Jonah was a figure of His death—the death and the rejection of the Messiah, sign accorded to this generation, demonstrated the total iniquity of this latter. It is also the same sign which God gives today to convince the world. Jonah did not do miracles—he preached, and conscience was put to the test. The Lord insists on this action on the conscience. John the baptist did not do miracles either. 

Jesus, in asking them if his testimony was of heaven or of men, appealed to their conscience. 

The light was there, in His Person; the light of the body is not this light which was there, but the eye. It was a question of the intention of the heart, of the clearness of the eye. If the eye is clear, the whole body is illuminated. I have only one question to ask myself—Is my eye simple? From the moment that the purpose of the heart is set on Christ alone, there is no uncertainty. When I see clearly, I know where to put my foot, or place my hand. Would one dare to say that Christ has not given light, that the fault is with Him? If one does not see clearly, one is looking at something other than Christ. 

We have a promise attached to this state of soul. God does not wish to lead it if it is in a bad state, because the evil would remain. It is a great privilege to have Christ as light. If there were nothing but Christ in the world, and if we had to do this or that, we would never hesitate, and it will be the same if we have only Christ in the heart. 

Would you dare to say that Christ will lead you in a path which would have bad consequences for you? I have no need of anything other than to see Christ—can I say that the light is lacking? No, light is not lacking, it is the eye which is lacking. “See therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness” (Luke 11: 35). When the light of the body is darkness, when the eye is not clear, your inward parts are full of plunder and wickedness (Luke 11: 39), while, in the same proportion, the outside takes on importance. One attaches great value to forms, to ceremonial, to what there is exteriorly respectable in religion; one holds to the first place, to salutations, to marks of deference in public. But Jesus considers the eye, that is to say the motives of the heart. In the wicked eye there is no appearance of evil—one professes a very great respect for the testimony rendered in centuries past and one rejects the present testimony. It is that the past testimony on which one prides oneself 

does not reach the conscience and one does not receive him whom God sends today. 

At the end of the chapter, the Lord points out the darkness which reigns there where Christ is not. It is not a question of exterior relations with Christ—the whole question turns on this point, “If your eye is simple, all your body also is full of light”. 

Faith looks at Christ, as if it had only Him in the world. 

16 June 1844

 


Scripture references

Luke 11:15 (JND) [15] But some from among them said, By Beelzebub the prince of the demons casts he out demons.

Luke 11:16 (JND) [16] And others tempting [him] sought from him a sign out of heaven.

Luke 11:28 (JND) [28] But *he* said, Yea rather, blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep [it].

Luke 11:35 (JND) [35] See therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.

Luke 11:39 (JND) [39] But the Lord said to him, Now do ye Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but your inward [parts] are full of plunder and wickedness.



EXTRACTS

How important this is for young believers! Our days are days in which we have had to withdraw from the camp, and our circumstances are not such as to attract the flesh. The Lord never intended that the flesh should be attracted by the assembly’s position in this world. But Joshua as a young man departed not from the tabernacle. To bring it down to our own time, this means that I apprehend the assembly in its relation to Christ; that divine Persons are there and divine secrets are made known; so I make it my dwelling-place, as it were. I never fail to attend the gatherings of God’s people, for God is there. God—speaks there, so you get direct communications from Him. Here He spoke to Moses face to face. Wonderful honour put upon Moses! And “Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle”. 

You can see thus how he became spiritual. He was in the very centre of divine secrets, where divine communications were made. Not that they were made to him exactly; they were made to Moses, but he was there. The thing is to be there. 

You have little idea what you miss in absenting yourself from the gatherings of God’s people. 

See what Thomas missed. What a wonderful time they had that first day of the week, the day on which the Lord rose! How fresh everything was as He came in from heaven, as it were, to where the disciples were! And Thomas was not there; he was away somewhere in unbelief. The Spirit of God does not lift the veil and tell us how Thomas spent that day; we do not know; but we do know he was in unbelief on that day, and in his unbelief he missed the greatest possible privilege. I do not know if he ever recovered the loss; it is doubtful, because that occasion was not repeated. Every time the Lord comes there is something new. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 21, pp.179, 180) 

By his behaviour, a believer gives expression to the progress he had made in his soul through the previous experience. It does not appear here that Abram made any headway spiritually whilst he was in Egypt, but it is quite evident that having returned, he had lost nothing. That is, he comes back to the point of departure and begins over again. It says in Genesis 12: 8, 

“there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord”. Then in chapter 13, verse 4, it says, he “called on the name of the Lord”; the same expression. There is no indication that he had made any headway since the time he builded that altar, but then he is recovered. It is, as far as I understand it, that he has come back in his soul to the point he had left, and that is what I think you might call complete recovery, that one has not carried back any of the principles of the country into which he departed. I believe that in our day this truth is most important, because generally speaking there has not been complete recovery. 

Certain principles of the world, which the saints have acquired, have been brought back and mixed with first principles. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 9, pp.348, 349) 
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Scripture references

Genesis 12:8 (JND) [8] And he removed thence towards the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, [having] Bethel toward the west, and Ai toward the east; and there he built an altar to Jehovah, and called on the name of Jehovah.
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