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LOWLINESS OF HEART AND LOWLINESS OF MIND

N. J. Henry 

Matthew 11: 28, 29; Philippians 2: 1–4; Colossians 3: 12–15; Acts 20: 18–21, 35; 1 Kings 19: 19–21 

I would like to speak as to lowliness. It is not a character that comes out in the first man. It characterises the second Man, of whom we read in scripture. As far as I can see He is unique in that He is lowly in heart. Christ did not have to absorb any characteristic while here. He came with everything. I think of the root out of dry ground in Isaiah 53, for He did not require anything in what He found, but He brought every moral, glorious feature into expression in His manhood. That should touch our hearts. I suppose that would be one way to stimulate our hearts to answer to His call, to come to Him; you will find something in Christ you will find in no other. When we come to the epistles you get lowliness of mind, but with Christ it was lowliness in heart. I think that is a very blessed feature, to see that Christ stands out, and He sets out every moral feature that is intended to be produced in the believer, and only that. It will be reproduced by the Spirit in the believer. 

He says in Matthew 11, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. I know that has generally been applied to those in service, but I would say, in any burden, or labour relating to the testimony of God today, you are invited to come to Christ. There is not a heart here that does not have some form of burden that relates to the testimony; maybe the working out of things in the household, bringing up of families in the expected love and guidance and admonition of the Lord. There are certain concerns that fill the hearts of brothers and sisters relating even to the household that require the sense of rest from Christ. I think we have a sense of that, beloved brethren, when we come together on Lord’s day morning. The Lord takes us on—that is beautiful! Dear brother and sister, He knows your burdens, He knows your concerns, He knows your worries; maybe the family getting on, maybe not assured of their salvation, maybe not come into the testimony of our Lord; these are things that you carry before the Lord and He would say simply, Come to Me. 

I think this chapter proves that you learn from Christ in nearness; you do not learn at a distance; do not stay away—you will not gain by staying away from Christ. If you come to Him you will get a rest, a peace which you will get nowhere else but in the presence of Christ. When He was here in flesh, men and women and children came, and they found something that could not be found anywhere else. When He blessed the little children brought to Him, I am sure something lasted in their lives. You cannot come into contact with Christ without something being imparted. I might not be able to impart anything to you, but Christ can; because He is the source of every moral feature that is pleasing to God. So, He says here, 

“Take my yoke upon you”. When you come near to Christ there is a hold on you; you will walk in step with Christ. It says that Enoch walked with God. God’s step was adjusted to the step of His creature. Just think of that; that is grace. Jacob said he would not push the little ones too much. If you go too fast it will be too much for them, but think of God coming down to the pace of a man—speaking reverently—and whatever the pace Enoch was able for each day. That is very precious. God considers for us. Christ here is considering for you, and He says, Walk My pace; He will give you power for it, the power of the Spirit. And He says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. I do not doubt every step would be a learning point if you are under the yoke of Christ. You are not looking at the world, you have received no direction from the world for your walk, it does not know how to walk, it has ceased to walk, it is running to the sink of corruption, as Peter says. But with Christ’s walk you learn everything from that walk, and He says, “learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”. Beloved brethren, can I attract you to Christ today? I say simply, Can you be attracted to Him today? He is lowly in heart; it is characteristic of Christ. 

When you come to the new man you have to put on lowliness. It is a feature of the new man, but with Christ it was characteristic. He says, “I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. It is not that you are a free-lance; you will not be given freedom from everything; you were a bondman to sin in Romans before; you are now bondman to righteousness. It is a transfer to something that is intensely pleasurable and happy to your new state. You have a new state in Romans 8; you are not viewed in flesh, you are in Spirit; you have a new state and it is the walk that is suitable to that new state, you are bondman to righteousness. And here it is “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. I feel tested to speak of lowliness; it is not a feature of the first man, it is a feature of the new man; a moral feature of the new man; it is characteristic of the second man. Lowliness comes into the three collective prison epistles, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. They all refer to lowliness. If you are given the height of the calling according to Ephesians, if you have some idea of the purpose of God in Ephesians, you will need to be marked by lowliness. Brethren, having such a high calling we cannot be other than here in lowliness. 

When we come to Philippians, he says, “let nothing be in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves”. Would that not correct many of our problems? Would that not sort many local difficulties if we actually esteemed the qualities of others rather than ourselves? We are cast close together in the walk we are given; we are being cast out of the world; worthless in the eyes of the world; they do not understand us and we come together as despised people as far as the world goes. 

We find our links very close together, and we have to start esteeming the qualities of others, it is the spirit of lowliness; it is the lowliness of mind. In Philippians 2, it refers to the mind that was in Christ Jesus, it was the attitude of His mind. It is the attitude of our minds as we take on the features of the new man, that it is in lowliness of mind, something we take on in our attitude to our brethren. 

Standing for the truth does not mean we disregard our brethren. Look at men who have gone before, who had to stand and suffer for the truth, and yet with respect they could refer to persons who were opposing them; they did not unchristianise them. Think of the attitude; in other words, it is the rights of Christ that have to be stood for; but we have holy regard, if at all possible, to save our brethren in relation to these rights. It says, “each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; regarding each not his own qualities, but each those of others also. For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”. You come back to the great model for the saints, the model in God’s world. 

It is interesting that the persons the apostle sends to these assemblies must have been wholly in keeping with his mind. He speaks here about Epaphroditus. You can understand Epaphroditus going in that spirit. Paul would not send someone that was inconsistent. If he is going to send Timothy to Corinth and it involved upbraiding the Corinthians, the Corinthian kings, he sent someone who was working the work of the Lord, but he was in the right spirit. 

Think of the lowliness that would have marked Timothy as he approached the Corinthians. 

He would not have a superior air, he would set out morally what the apostle was giving in the truth. When you come here to Philippians I think Epaphroditus is that; he is sorrowful, he says that he was “distressed because ye had heard that he was sick” (Philippians 2: 26), he felt for his local brethren. He came to the apostle, and the apostle was enriched through it, and he was sent back and he had the appropriate spirit to what the apostle said in his epistle. 

When you come to Colossians it says, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God”. He has spoken about the new man and then he says, “bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye”. Do you see the standard? And to Colosse. This letter would be read in Laodicea, and no doubt Laodicea would have heard of Tychicus who brought it. Because of the adjusting character that was in the Colossian epistle, the threats that were there, and the warnings he gave them, Paul said of Tychicus, “whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state”, Colossians 4: 8. He would be in keeping with the lowly mind, and find out the state of the saints in Colosse, so that he could report back to Paul. It is a responsibility these persons had to be sent to these cities, to Ephesus or to Corinth or to Rome. Think of what Phoebe was in keeping with the Roman epistle. It is interesting to look at the persons that Paul sent; they would have to set out moral features that he referred to in his epistles. 

In chapter 20 of the Acts he says that “I arrived in Asia, serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce it to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house, testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”. What an ambassador Paul was; I suppose we see the greatest lover outside of Christ; he is a remarkable servant; but I think in moral features he was remarkably in keeping with the testimony he received. I do not think God would give His testimony rightly and fully unless there was a moral ground in the person He uses for it. Look at the preparation of servants of old; think of the prophets in the Old Testament, what they went through personally before they served. They went through real exercise with God before they were sent to testify. Isaiah knew that his testimony and ministry would not be received even before he went, that their ears would be blocked and they would not receive his testimony; but still the testimony had to go out and he was prepared for it. Think of chapter 6 of Isaiah what he went through preparing him for service. 

We are praying for the younger men coming on. Thank God there is gift there, but we want to see it enlarged. Younger men with gift in the gospel; so needed for these closing times, and I think the finishing touches are taking place just now. But remember, in asking for gift remember there will be appropriate exercises that the Lord will put you through to fashion you for it. It is a sobering thing to take things up from the Lord. We were hearing recently about taking the Lord’s name, naming the name of the Lord, that is a very big responsibility; but in service, if you are taken up to do anything for the Lord, remember that He will have the appropriate activity and action with you before you do it. Dear younger ones, commit yourselves to prayer and reading. Do not waste time, devote yourself to reading the Bible, “through encouragement of the scriptures” (Romans 15: 4), and the helpful ministry; just bathe yourself in it and you will find there will be a reward, there will be exercise, and then you will be ready to serve the saints. 

In Acts 20 the apostle says, “I have shewed you all things”, all that he had spoken about, the counsel of God that he had not shrunk from announcing, all that he had done, going round from house to house. There was no partiality with the apostle, he did not go to one house and not to another. He says, “remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears” (Acts 20: 31). Also he says, “and to teach you publicly and in every house”, he was not partial, he wanted the good, the well-being of the saints. And now he says, “I have shewed you all things, that thus labouring we ought to come in aid of the weak”. We sometimes like the strong, do we not? We like to be identified with the strong; Paul was identified with the weak, that was the lowliness that marked him. He says, “we ought to come in aid of the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, it is more blessed to give than to receive”. What lowliness; where did Paul hear that from? Someone must have told him the words of the Lord Jesus. I think they would come out in expression in the early church, and if it was expressed in the early church we want some feature of that at the end. Someone said that today, the moral features of the beginning should be coming out. We expect the ruin, we cannot change the ruin, we cannot change the world, but we can judge ourselves; we can separate and have some even small feature at the end that reflects what was at the beginning. He says, “it is more blessed to give than to receive”. 

I want to touch a moment on 1 Kings 19. This man Elijah had somewhat given in his paper of resignation. He said, I alone am left, this man of God who had served so well, who had so much opposition, Ahab and Jezebel, what opposition! There is probably no parallel opposition in the Old Testament like what was set out in Ahab and Jezebel—that was the enemy that he had to witness against and he suffered from. He says, I alone am left. He had forgotten about Obadiah, he had forgotten about a few, but there are far more because God says to him that there were seven thousand that had not bowed the knee to Baal or kissed him (1 Kings 19: 18); they had not committed themselves to it. God knew they were there. He was told to go and anoint Elisha in his stead and what qualities he is going to find in Elisha! 

He comes to him and finds him ploughing with twelve yokes of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth. I think that is coming in in aid of the weak, because it is the end of a line; to maintain the standard at the end of the line is more difficult than setting it at first. In the twelfth he is carrying the whole thing before him in his heart, I think that is considering for the weak, helping the weak, strengthening them. I think it is the spirit of Christ coming out, he has moral qualities that Elijah recognised, and he put his mantle on him, and left. He never said anything. There would come a time when Elisha would rend his own mantle, he would rend it himself, he would come out in the spirit of that man, a double portion of his spirit. 

Think of what this man was going on to, he would cover different places. You need to go to 2 Kings 2 to find the places they went through. Elisha accompanied Elijah from Gilgal to Bethel, to Jericho, and to the Jordan, and he asks for a double portion of his spirit. He was attracted by him, he asked for a double portion of his spirit, and Elijah said, “Thou hast asked a hard thing” (2 Kings 2: 10), but it was not impossible with God. Elisha got what he asked for, and he came out in the same spirit and power as the one who was taken up. That is what is left with us, the spirit of the One who has gone up. The mantle of Elijah fell from him. 

Elisha rends his own mantle and takes up Elijah’s. Elijah used his own power; Christ rose up, blessed be His name He had power the third day He rose again. He had the power to rise out of death. He was the resurrection and the life, and now He leaves that power and Paul says to believers that death is yours. There is nothing to hinder the saints of God, the power is on our behalf. So this man showed the right qualities. I think lowliness is an important feature with us, beloved brethren. If it is linked with the highest of our blessings, we have to be marked by that moral feature. I cannot say much about it, and Mr Darby says, ‘O lowliness, how feebly known’ (Hymn 138). It attracts me rather than the pride of the human heart. Not to take an imitative spirit, but the genuine lowliness that is the mark of the new man, trust what I have said is right and encourages us all, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Havering
14 July 2007 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:28-29 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Philippians 2:1-4 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also.

Colossians 3:12-15 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; [13] forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also [do] *ye*. [14] And to all these [add] love, which is the bond of perfectness. [15] And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful.

Acts 20:18-35 (JND) [18] And when they were come to him, he said to them, *Ye* know how I was with you all the time from the first day that I arrived in Asia, [19] serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews; [20] how I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce [it] to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house, [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. [22] And now, behold, bound in my spirit *I* go to Jerusalem, not knowing what things shall happen to me in it; [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me. [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God. [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom [of God], shall see my face no more. [26] Wherefore I witness to you this day, that I am clean from the blood of all, [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God. [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; …

1 Kings 19:19-21 (JND) [19] And he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing [with] twelve yokes before him, and he with the twelfth; and Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him. [20] And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee. And he said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? [21] And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2:26 (JND) [26] since he had a longing desire after you all, and was distressed because ye had heard that he was sick;

Colossians 4:8 (JND) [8] whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state, and that he might encourage your hearts:

Romans 15:4 (JND) [4] For as many things as have been written before have been written for our instruction, that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:31 (JND) [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears.

1 Kings 19 (JND) [1] And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods [to me], and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time! [3] And when he saw [that], he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. …

1 Kings 19:18 (JND) [18] Yet I have left [myself] seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him.

2 Kings 2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! …

2 Kings 2:10 (JND) [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].



THE PLACE OF PAUL IN THE HEARTS OF THE SAINTS

A. P. Grant 

Philippians 1: 3–8; Acts 9: 22–25; 20: 36–38; 21: 1; 14: 19, 20; Romans 16: 3, 4; 2 Timothy 1: 16–18 

What I would like to speak of from these scriptures is the word in Philippians 1 where Paul says to the Philippians, “because ye have me in your hearts”; there was a remarkable bond between the apostle Paul and the Philippians. He is not writing here as an apostle, he is writing to a company of saints that he loves, and who love him. When we speak of the place that Paul has in the hearts of the saints, it is not as displacing Christ, but rather enhancing the place that Christ has in our hearts. Paul was, as one said, the greatest lover of Christ, and what was in Paul’s heart was that there should be an answer to Him; he espoused the Corinthians to one Man (2 Corinthians 11: 2). What jealous feeling there was with Paul in view of Christ having the first place in the hearts of the saints, that there might be assembly features formed, pure assembly love for Christ. So when we think of Paul’s word, “because ye have me in your hearts”, I think that what would be conveyed in such persons is that they would have the same desires, and would have the same longings as Paul did. 

We know that Paul was the apostle of the Gentiles and is of special interest to us as coming from the West. This epistle is especially interesting to those in this area of the world, as Philippi was the first European assembly that was set up, and they had a special bond with Paul. We often speak of the saints in Philippi, where normal Christianity was enjoyed, which I think would be the fruit of having Paul in their affections, and giving place to what Paul spoke. Lydia was one from Philippi, “whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”, Acts 16: 14. We know too that Paul suffered a great deal that the glad tidings might be brought to the Philippians, and the glad tidings have come to us in the same way; we have had the glad tidings brought to us through Paul as the testimony moved westwards. So I think we should appreciate Paul, and appreciate too the cost of the glad tidings coming to us. Paul speaks of the Philippians’ sympathy with the glad tidings. Paul’s glad tidings—how full they are, not only seeking to bring in an answer to the need of man, but bringing in what was for the Lord’s own affections. 

Another feature that marked the Philippians was that they continued, as verse 5 says, “your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now”. He speaks too of God completing the work, he is confident that God will complete His work in them, for the reason, “because ye have me in your hearts”. I think that this would have a current bearing on us as we think about all that Paul brought out and of the sufferings he endured. There was particular suffering in Philippi that we read of in Acts 16, suffering in view of the glad tidings coming to them. Another feature that marked Philippi was households where Paul was received with affection. This epistle has been spoken of as a love epistle, and the scriptures that I have read demonstrate the love that the saints had for Paul and how love operated. I thought it might be profitable for us to see how love operated in the saints. We were speaking earlier of the “way of more surpassing excellence” (1 Corinthians 12: 31), and I think it would be an exercise for us that what Paul represents in the way of securing pure affections for Christ is maintained livingly among the saints. 

I read in Acts 9, where Saul’s conversion is related earlier in the chapter, and also the wonderful heavenly light that shone into his heart, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 9: 4. What marked Paul’s preaching was Christ glorified and also the answer to it in the assembly. So the verses I read in Acts 9 show how 

the disciples in Damascus appreciated him; he was still named Saul here, and they showed how love was operating among the saints in view of the protection of the vessel. If we speak of loving Paul, we are speaking of loving Christ, because the features of Christ shone in Saul; he was not yet commissioned, but he had this heavenly light in his heart. It says of these persons, “but the disciples took him by night” (there was love operating) “and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket”. Think of the gentle way that they would have lowered Saul in view of his escape from the Jews. 

As soon as Saul begins to preach the opposition becomes evident as it says, “the Jews consulted together to kill him”. We know that Paul refers to this incident in 2 Corinthians. In that epistle he refers to the ethnarch of the king seeking to take him, but here it is the Jews, no doubt behind this plot to kill him; but then love overcomes, love protects the Lord’s servant. 

Love would protect that element even among the saints today, in view of the saints coming into the full enjoyment of the light of Paul’s ministry, “but the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket”; being let down would be a very humbling experience. One of the features that marked Paul was a humble spirit. You could say that Paul was someone who could be easily loved, a lovable man. I think those who are marked by features of Christ, a lowly spirit, and the spirit of Christ would be easily loved. 

He obviously had secured a place in the affections of the saints following his conversion, “the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall”. This operation would take more than one disciple, and would involve the disciples working together, maybe two or three or more, they “took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket”. 

Although Paul as a vessel contained wonderful light, he was willing to go that downward way. Think of how often he refers to how he persecuted the assembly, he never lost sight of that and he was maintained in humility. How essential it is for us that we are maintained in that feature at the present time. 

He speaks to the Philippians of the going down mind, “For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2: 5), think of these downward movements that marked the Lord Jesus, coming down into manhood and going into death. Saul had this humbling experience, and in the epistle to the Corinthians where he recounts this experience, in the following verses he speaks of being caught up to the third heaven. How beautiful that is, that the one who was let down was caught up to enjoy the greatest things, caught up to the third heaven. I think that if we, at the present time, are to enjoy the greatest things, these heavenly things, and to enjoy them in divine power, we need to be maintained in the lowly spirit that marked Paul. The love of the saints here operated with that in view. The Jews were seeking to kill Paul but the Lord protected him; the Lord had given him this great light for the saints in view of what was for His own pleasure. The Lord protected him, but he used the love of the saints to protect him, “the disciples took him”, what a beautiful reference, showing the place Paul had in their hearts. 

I read in chapter 20 where Paul spoke to the Ephesian elders, the last three verses showing clearly the love that the saints had for Paul. This is often referred to as the love chapter, beginning with Paul’s embrace, and ending with the answer to it, the saints embracing Paul, “And having said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. And they all wept sore; and falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him, specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face”. What a bond he had with these saints, and it was to these brethren at Ephesus that Paul was able to open out the greatest things. The Philippians prospered, they had Paul in their hearts, and I think the Ephesians too clearly had Paul in their affections. Paul was able to open out the greatest thoughts of divine purpose to these saints, “I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”, Acts 20: 27. Paul was a personal representative of Christ. We read here of the saints’ love for Paul, it was really love for Christ that was expressed, love is something that can expand. Paul prayed for the Philippians “that your love may abound yet more and more”, Philippians 1: 9. It is a great matter to allow our affections to expand and allow everything that is of God, and what is pleasing to God, to have a place in our affections. We speak of loving the Lord Jesus and loving the truth, loving the saints, and here I think what is particularly in mind, is the place we have in our affections for what Paul represents. 

I often think about what Mr Taylor says, ‘if we do not shine in Paul’s light, we shall not shine at all’ (J.T. Vol. 6, p.45). The saints that we have spoken of in Philippi were shining and the saints in Damascus too. Those in Damascus were not the fruit of Paul’s preaching, they were converted before Paul, they were in Christ before Paul, but Paul could take account of what was there among the saints in Damascus, a beautiful example of Christianity. In Ephesus too, Paul had been with them three years opening out the greatest things. They had particular affection for Paul, it says “they ardently kissed him”. The note is interesting because it refers to Luke 15, the father’s love for the returning son. The Ephesians were from afar, Paul speaks of them, “without Christ ... and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2: 12), just like the younger son; but they appropriated divine grace, their hearts were opened to receive what Paul was teaching. They were faithful and Paul had a particular place in their affections as we see here in chapter 21, where it says, “And when, having got away from them”, the note says, ‘An expression of effort—‘torn ourselves away’ may be too strong, but it implies force’. 

Think of how love would hold Paul and all that he represented. I think if we have this in our hearts it will be maintained and will not be given up. Currently in Christendom, Paul has largely been given up and all that Paul represents, and Paul’s teaching has been given up. What a loss! I think it is for us to maintain this at the present time in view of there being pure assembly affection for Christ. He says to the Ephesians, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. So I thought that this would be a suitable spirit for us to express, as it says, “specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face”. Think of what was expressed in Paul’s face, the grace that he had shown, his face would be shining, and I think we are to be preserved in this shining at the present time. 

We have another instance in Acts 14 of the love of the saints for Paul. We have been reading the book of Acts locally and I have been impressed with these references showing the expression of love for Paul. The background to these scriptures is Paul’s sufferings. It says, “But there came Jews from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds and stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing him to have died”. Then it says, “But while the disciples encircled him”, what an attractive suggestion, the circle of love. In Mark’s gospel we read of a circle around Christ, those who were His brethren, those who were doing the will of God, and I think this would be a similar circle, composed of persons who appreciated Paul. I think that we would want to be in such a circle at the present time, suggesting what is collective, with each one having their own appreciation of Paul’s light in their hearts. It says, “But while the disciples encircled him, he rose up and entered into the city”. There was a revival here and I think that this might suggest the love and the life too there is among the saints. It has often been quoted that while we cleave to Paul, we do not forget John. I think that this may be suggested here; what love there was among the saints, a circle of love among the saints in view of reviving Paul. 

This might have a link with 2 Timothy because Paul refers to these sufferings in chapter 3. Paul refers to the things that Timothy was thoroughly acquainted with, and he includes the sufferings that happened to him in Lystra; we know that Timothy came from this area. I think this would refer to what is to be maintained in the last days, the circle of love that John would suggest, in view of Paul’s ministry being enjoyed in a living way. We were speaking of life in the reading and we have been taught that life is the answer to the breakdown at the present time. We know that Paul’s ministry has been rejected in Christendom, but I think we can enjoy the great things that Paul has opened out, the purpose of God, and the truth of the assembly. These things can be enjoyed in a living way as this circle of affection is known. How sorrowful it is if we belong to any other circle. We might have a circle of friends, worldly friends, but what a favour to be in this circle around Paul, as appreciating the greatness of divine purpose, and in view of Paul being revived. This is a great triumph, the enemy seemed to have won a victory here, but the love of the saints again overcame, and Paul was revived. It says, “he rose up and entered into the city”, a reminder of Acts 9 where he was told to enter into the city, suggesting the administration of love. 

I thought in the other scriptures that I read, these were individuals who had love for Paul. We want to be marked by these features now. In Romans 16, Prisca and Aquila, a husband and wife, of whom Paul says “(who for my life staked their own neck)”; think of a man and his wife, completely at one in their support of the testimony, in support of Paul. This would remind us of Genesis 2, as to Christ and the assembly, being typically reflected in the man and his wife. Aquila and Priscilla are referred to six times in the scriptures, always together. 

They received much help through Paul, and what an appreciation they had of him; they took account of his ways too and they were able to help Apollos, “having heard him, took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”, Acts 18: 26. What love marked them and what I was particularly impressed with was the way that they were completely at one in it, “(who for my life staked their own neck)”. We have read of companies of saints appreciating Paul, but here we have a husband and wife together appreciating Paul, staking their own neck. In 2 Timothy 1 we read of a man, Onesiphorus, who also appreciated Paul. It says, “... Onesiphorus ... has not been ashamed of my chain”, this is Paul as a prisoner, this is a time of great restriction in one sense, but then it is also a time when the greatest things can be enjoyed. Paul says of Onesiphorus that he “sought me out very diligently, and found me”; I thought that would be love that was behind it. 

There is particular energy needed in the present time where there is so much apathy as to divine things, so many turning away from the truth, it says here that “all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. What a thing it is to be individually, in our households and assembly-wise too, appreciating and going on in life and giving Paul a place in our affections. As I said at the outset, this does not displace Christ. Paul had only one thing in his heart and that was to glorify Christ, that He might have the first place in the hearts of the saints, that He might have the first place in all things. No one loved Christ as much as Paul did, no one suffered as he did. So I think it would be for us at the present time to be maintained in such affection, having Christ in our affections and what is for Christ’s pleasure, what is for His heart. Paul speaks in Ephesians of those “that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, Ephesians 6: 24. That was what was in Paul’s heart, and so may we be attracted to it and maintained in it, in love, “a way of more surpassing excellence”, 1 Corinthians 12: 31. It is to be maintained in our affections, not only held in a mental way, but I think if it is in our affections we will continue as the Philippians did, “from the first day until now”, Philippians 1: 5. May we continue in it for His glory. 

Address at Havering
8 December 2007




Scripture references

Philippians 1:3-8 (JND) [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, [4] constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy, [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now; [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day: [7] as it is righteous for me to think this as to you all, because ye have *me* in your hearts, and that both in my bonds and in the defence and confirmation of the glad tidings ye are all participators in my grace. [8] For God is my witness how I long after you all in [the] bowels of Christ Jesus.

Acts 9:22-25 (JND) [22] But Saul increased the more in power, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this is the Christ. [23] Now when many days were fulfilled, the Jews consulted together to kill him. [24] But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched also the gates both day and night, that they might kill him; [25] but the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket.

Acts 20:36-38 (JND) [36] And having said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. [37] And they all wept sore; and falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him, [38] specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face. And they went down with him to the ship.

Acts 21:1 (JND) [1] And when, having got away from them, we at last sailed away, we came by a direct course to Cos, and on the morrow to Rhodes, and thence to Patara.

Acts 14:19-20 (JND) [19] But there came Jews from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds and stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing him to have died. [20] But while the disciples encircled him, he rose up and entered into the city. And on the morrow he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.

Romans 16:3-4 (JND) [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

2 Timothy 1:16-18 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me] [18] the Lord grant to him to find mercy from [the] Lord in that day and how much service he rendered in Ephesus *thou* knowest best.

Philippians 1 (JND) [1] Paul and Timotheus, bondmen of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with [the] overseers and ministers; [2] grace to you, and peace from God our Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, …

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

Acts 16:14 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.

Philippians 1:9 (JND) [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Acts 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in Iconium that they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed. [2] But the Jews who did not believe stirred up the minds of [those of] the nations and made [them] evil-affected against the brethren. [3] They stayed therefore a good while, speaking boldly, [confiding] in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their hands. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.

Philippians 1:5 (JND) [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now;



THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP





R. Gardiner 

Isaiah 53: 4–8; Romans 3: 9–12; Luke 15: 1–7; Psalm 23: 1–6 

I want to speak about the Shepherd and the sheep. The Shepherd, of course, is the Man of God’s choice, He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners. The sheep are all of us; men, women and children, every kind of person finds his or her place among the lost sheep. 

As sinners away from God, we are all lost sheep, but many will be found by the Shepherd. I remember an old preacher was asked once how did he manage to preach to a company of believers. He said, I look upon them all as a company of sinners saved by grace. So the lost sheep include every man, woman and child in the world; there is none excepted. You cannot buy yourself out of this, and you cannot claim lineage to get yourself out of this. It says in Isaiah 53 where we read, “All we like sheep have gone astray”. There is no exemption, my friend. There is not one person in Dundee, or Scotland, or the United Kingdom or the whole world that can be exempted from that word “all”. “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”. What is man’s own way? It says in the Proverbs, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death”, Proverbs 14: 12. That is the end of man away from God. 

There is nothing awaiting him but death, and after death the judgment, but ah! the greatness of the grace of God that has come into expression in a Man called Jesus. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. The people who have gone astray, who have turned every one to his own way, these are the people that the Lord Jesus came into this world to save. What a salvation! Saved from the jaws of death, from the power of the devil, from an eternity of gloom and darkness 

away from Christ, to be brought into an area of light, joy, life and liberty. What a gospel we have to preach to you, a poor sheep gone astray, following your own heart’s desires after the flesh, being taken further and further away by Satan from God Himself; but God has come out in marvellous grace in a Man called Jesus. What a Saviour! 

‘“Man of sorrows!” what a name 

For the Son of God, who came 

Ruined sinners to redeem! 

Hallelujah! What a Saviour!’ (Hymn 426) 

And so where we read in Isaiah 53 it says, “All we like sheep have gone astray” and, you know, the present circumstances in which the world is finding itself is only demonstrating to man how he has gone astray and finds himself in complete confusion. I could have read in Isaiah 30, “Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, who take counsel, but not of me, and who make leagues, but not by my Spirit, that they may heap sin upon sin; who walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked of my mouth, to take refuge under the protection of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of Egypt! For to you the protection of Pharaoh shall be a shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt a confusion” (Isaiah 30: 1–3). Is that not true of what is going on today? Men and women away from God seeking to find protection under Pharaoh in Egypt, seeking to find protection wherever they might, all under the power of sin and sins and Satan. It also says later in that chapter, “And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left,” (that is the man that is in confusion) “thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying. This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isaiah 30: 21). What a marvellous word! 

What is the way? It is the way of righteousness. How has it been secured? It has been secured by the Man of God’s choice, who went by way of Calvary that He might seek and save sinners, those who are lost. What a way He went! It says “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth”. The Lord Jesus, that perfect Man, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners” (Hebrews 7: 26), ever in His thirty-three and a half years giving immeasurable pleasure to His God and Father. Every thought, word, movement and deed gave pleasure to His Father. In the three and a half years of public service He was meeting the needs of men and women and children away from God. Not only bringing recovery where recovery was needed, either physical or mental, but bringing in salvation, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”, Luke 7: 50. What a message, what a Saviour, the Man Christ Jesus “who gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Timothy 2: 6. 

You know, my friend, while He gave Himself a ransom for all, so that the gospel can be preached to the whole world today, the efficacy of that gospel is only experienced and known by those who put their trust in Him. So the gospel comes to you that you might put your trust in the Man who went by way of Calvary. Think of those three and a half years moving about Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, Galilee, Capernaum, think of all the places that the Lord visited in His sojourn here during those three and a half years of public service, and then at the end of those years those words, “Away with this man”, Luke 23: 18. Think of the feelings of this Man (who was God Himself), going into Gethsemane and saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. An obedient holy Man, going by way of suffering, going to the cross at Calvary, there to be taken by cruel men and hung between two malefactors, and Jesus, it says, in the middle. What ignominy, what suffering, nailed to that cross! The nails did not hold Him on the cross. It was love that held Him on that cross, love for foolish straying sheep, like you and me. The Lord Jesus hanging there, and saying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. What a heart of love was expressed in these words. A Man who knew what it was to suffer the forsaking of His God, three hours of darkness, no communion then, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. 

I would just like to pause for a moment. Have you ever thought seriously about what that means, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin”? Every part of the body of Jesus was perfect, it was holy, it was untainted and sin had no place in that perfect body, but He was made sin. Just think of it. He was made the very article itself. It demanded that if God was to come out in righteousness towards His creature sin had to be judged. It demanded that Jesus who knew not sin had to hang on that cross and bear the righteous judgment of a holy God. Why? So that you and I, the lost sheep, the straying sheep, the dying sheep, might be brought to life, light and liberty. 

After He died a soldier took a spear and pierced His side, “and immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19: 34. The evidence to the whole creation that a life had been given up. A perfect life, holy, harmless, undefiled, a life the like of which had never been seen before, nor has it ever been since on this earth. Jesus, His life given up and His blood shed, so that our sins might be removed and that God might be glorified. His blood was shed so that we might be washed clean, then He was taken down from the cross to lie in the grave. Why? Christ bore the curse and He bore the judgment. He who bore the curse was laid in the grave so that man, that sinful creature, might be removed for ever from the holy gaze of God. There was no necessity on Jesus’ part for burial, but man as a fallen creature had to be removed. 

Well now, the hymn says, 

‘Out of Thy death has sprung 

A wondrous living throng’. (Hymn 152) 

My friend, those who have put their trust in the finished work of Jesus have come out with Him on the other side of death. “Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. He was marked out Son of God in power by the resurrection of the dead. Because of who He was, He came out of that tomb triumphantly Himself. He broke the bands of gloom, and is now risen, ascended and glorified at God’s right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, all for the straying sheep, all for the lost ones that they might be found. 

In Luke 15 we have it set out for us in detail, a sheep is lost and the shepherd has a heart. He goes after the sheep until he finds it. He held nothing back. He went all the way into death itself and burial, then was raised so that He might on those blessed shoulders demonstrate the strength of love. He puts the stray sheep on these shoulders and brings the sheep back to where it belonged. Have you been lost and brought back on the shoulders of Jesus, the One who has done so much, given so much, given His all? Have you allowed Him to take you on His shoulders and bring you back? There was joy in the house in Luke 15, neighbours and friends were gathered together. How would you like tonight, if you have never confessed the Lord before, to confess that He has brought you back on His shoulders, and you have taken Him to your heart as your Saviour? Confess Him to someone sitting by you, your parents or someone else, and find that your friends and your neighbours around you are rejoicing. 

I well remember a young person coming, after the gospel preaching, and just saying to someone that he had accepted the Lord as his Saviour, and we all sat down again. Nobody wanted to go home. We all sat down and started to sing a few gospel hymns and prayed. The rejoicing can be heard afar off as young persons come and accept the Lord Jesus in the company of those who have already put their trust in a loving Saviour. When you come to that point, then you realise that the joy is not going to stop, it is going to continue and throughout your life; and no matter what befalls you, there is going to be that Good Shepherd, that Chief Shepherd, that Great Shepherd caring for you, until He comes to take you actually to be with Himself with all the saints. 

In Psalm 23, the sheep has been brought back and can say, “Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake”. It is wonderful to own that you have accepted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and that you have committed your whole life to Him. The result is that you have a desire to come and remember Him on Lord’s day morning. And what do you find? “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters”. How wonderful to be restful in the presence of the Lord, and not only restful, but responsive. What an opportunity to give to the One who has given His all, something in return. Many of us did that this morning; what a joy it was. 

That opportunity is open to you, my young friend. If you have not yet accepted the Lord, accept Him as your Saviour. If you have not committed yourself wholly to Him, commit yourself tonight. What joy will thrill your soul. 

It says then, “Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life”. It may be from time to time you will have discipline, and maybe from time to time you will have sorrow, and maybe from time to time you will have to walk through the valley of the shadow of death, but you will fear no evil for He is with you. Then “goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days”. You know these days are never ending, the length of the days will never finish. The Father’s house is there for all eternity. It is called the house of Jehovah here, but for us it is the Father’s house. “In my Father’s house there are many abodes” (John 14: 2), and there is a place specially prepared for us by the Shepherd, the One who in John 10 leads out and leads in. What does He lead into? He leads into the Father’s house. Here it says, “I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days”, secured, safe and joyful. It is a house that is filled with the atmosphere of love, not any ordinary love, but divine love, the kind of love that took the Shepherd to the cross. Divine love will permeate the whole of the Father’s house for all eternity. 

Down through nearly the last two thousand years men, women and children have been borne back on the shoulders of the Shepherd, and brought into this house of joy and of liberty; but more than that, where we are empowered by the Holy Spirit and led by the Shepherd, Christ Himself, to give glory to God for ever. May each one of us commit ourselves tonight. Those of us who have done so years ago, afresh. If there is any young person who has not done so yet, I plead with you ere it is too late, come to know your sins forgiven, let the Shepherd carry you on His loving shoulders, and find the enjoyment of the Father’s house, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
5 October 2008 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 53:4-8 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all. [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

Romans 3:9-12 (JND) [9] What then? are we better? No, in no wise: for we have before charged both Jews and Greeks with being all under sin: [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one; [11] there is not the [man] that understands, there is not one that seeks after God. [12] All have gone out of the way, they have together become unprofitable; there is not one that practises goodness, there is not so much as one:

Luke 15:1-7 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance.

Psalms 23:1-6 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. [5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. [6] Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Proverbs 14:12 (JND) [12] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 30 (JND) [1] Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, who take counsel, but not of me, and who make leagues, but not by my Spirit, that they may heap sin upon sin; [2] who walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked of my mouth, to take refuge under the protection of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of Egypt! [3] For to you the protection of Pharaoh shall be a shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt a confusion. …

Isaiah 30:1-3 (JND) [1] Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, who take counsel, but not of me, and who make leagues, but not by my Spirit, that they may heap sin upon sin; [2] who walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked of my mouth, to take refuge under the protection of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of Egypt! [3] For to you the protection of Pharaoh shall be a shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt a confusion.

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Luke 7:50 (JND) [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …



EXTRACT

I desire to show that at the end of the days the divine thought is to bring about what is in keeping with the beginning of the days, that there should be a correspondence between those who are found at the end and those at the beginning; when I speak of the beginning I mean Christ, according to the principle of service which is found in Him—“Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!”, Isaiah 42: 1. God began with that, and He intends to end with that, and so I selected this passage to seek to develop how God will bring about at the end that which corresponds to what He began with. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 94, p.125) 
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Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations.
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