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DISCIPLESHIP (1)

Matthew 5: 1-16, 27-30, 43-48; Matthew 7: 24-29

J.A.G.  I wondered if we could help one another on the line of discipleship.  It is very much in mind in this gospel.  I think everybody present would be one of the disciples of the Lord Jesus - a very blessed situation.  They are concerned to learn, then to follow: I think that is the characteristic of disciples - wherever the Lord is they want to be.  So here He takes up a position and they come to Him.  They are characteristically persons who choose the good part which cannot be taken from them.  When He opens His mouth and teaches them, it is all blessing - "blessed", He says.  We need to see the moral character of things as over against what relates to the Jewish remnant, but I think the Lord might help us as we proceed to see the importance of these features that relate to the kingdom, because they lead to the assembly and to the house.  If the Lord helps us we shall come to the rock, and the power and effectiveness of the disciple in self-judgment.  He has a judiciary department which is most effective, and offenders are dealt with summarily so that what is in evidence is Christ.

It is very blessed teaching in these chapters.  We do not have time to cover it all, but here the disciples are going up to the mountain, and then the force of the teaching promotes exercise, so they dig and go deep and come to the rock - established in Christ, a blessed thing!  It is hoped if the Lord will in the next reading to see how the priesthood of Christ in chapter 14 sustains us in that position.  We fail and we are weak but eventually we walk on the water.  We come to assembly touches in the hem of His garment, the healing.  And if we can continue we might come to the point where at the end of the gospel we make disciples.  The greatness of the Name opens up to us in view of the service of God, and we come through to a point where the disciple is as His teacher.  I think that is the character of the mighty men whom David had: it is very fine.  So that there is power and substance to build a house.

H.J.G.  A disciple would involve discipline, and it says here, "having opened his mouth, he taught them".  We have had a good deal of exercise up until our coming here and now we would be tested again as to whether we are prepared to be taught by Him.

J.A.G.  Yes, I think so.  The motivation is desire for Christ.  He went up into the mountain and sat down and His disciples came to Him.  I think, like Mary in Luke 10, they choose the good part, the which shall not be taken from them.  They want to follow the Lord to be where He is: that is discipleship.  It is a great line of teaching and training that is proper to Christianity.  There is nothing optional in it; of course you do not want it to be optional - you are doing things for His sake (v 11).  He takes up an elevated position and it requires exercise I suppose, and breath which involves the Spirit, to move to where the Lord has located Himself.  You are free then from alien influences and restful in His presence.  He "sat down", "and, having opened his mouth, he taught them".

E.C.B.  So far as I see, there is no earlier reference to disciples in this gospel; it is as if they identify themselves.

J.A.G.  Exactly: the Spirit clothes them with that wonderful designation because they come to Jesus and I think that is what has happened today.  The Lord has taken up a position and the disciples have come, as many as are available, to sit down.  He has sat down and He wants to teach.  This is a very blessed situation, beloved, that in these days we can have a meeting like this; and the Lord wants to teach us, teach us about disciples, to bring out the characteristic features morally of the Father, to teach us about the kingdom.  When we go on to 1 Chronicles 29 we will find out that His is the kingdom in His greatness, He is Head over all and He rules over all in love.

B.J.  Is this like what Moses did in chapter 29 of Deuteronomy?  He teaches the people as to the way that God would have them go.

J.A.G.  Yes; they were going into the inheritance.  It is the Jewish position here.  We have to understand the fact that the Lord in coming here would have established the kingdom in Israel, actually, substantially, and that is the link with Deuteronomy because they were about to go into the inheritance.  He was rejected, but morally this thing remains, this is the position - very blessed!  He opens His mouth and He teaches them and the first thing He says is "Blessed".

M.P.  The elevation of the situation on the mountain has been stressed.  I think it is touching that the Lord in His first words refers to the poor; He descends in His spirit and in His whole being to the level of the poor and despised on this earth.

J.A.G.  Yes, He is showing the blessedness of the remnant as over against the Pharisees.  The poor would be the poor in spirit, would they not? 

M.P.  The poor of the flock.

J.A.G.  And that is the brethren here; they are poor in spirit, they are not assuming to be anything, they are not presumptuous, they are looking to the Lord for help and for teaching.  The disciples come to Him, on this elevated level; they are anxious, they are earnest to get help because He is the centre of their whole being.  It is now a question of the Lord coming into the meetings and effecting something in grace in the souls of the brethren, and that is what we are looking for.

R.G.J.  Did Paul learn something of this when he went into Arabia?  He would learn there what the Lord had in mind for him to do.

J.A.G.  We were reading about him this morning, how he went up to Jerusalem in Acts 9, and he wanted to join the disciples and they did not want to have too much to do with him, but Barnabas came in and helped him - a sort of mediation between them.  We need to be on the outlook for the work of God; it is a tremendous thing to look out for what God is going to do.  We might say it is hopeless with persons like Saul of Tarsus.

H.J.G.  Do you think that the Lord has His eye on such persons?  Over and over again I noticed in the reading of it that He says, "ye" - "Blessed are ye".  He has His eye on persons, does He not? 

J.A.G.  He has indeed, because He sets out the thing objectively in the first ten verses, and then He says, "Blessed are ye"; before that it is "Blessed are they".  So the Lord looks over the meeting, He sees all the brethren and He says, I am going to give them this, this one is going to get this and that one is going to get something else, and it is all going to be blessing; and we should look out for blessing.

G.R.  Do you have more in your mind as to the mountain? 

J.A.G.  As we well know, it is the mount of legislation.  He is bringing out the elements of rule and authority, features which amongst the brethren are influential.  They are like the ordinances of the heavens, they affect the earth.  It is a great thing when that is so amongst us.  God says to Job, "Knowest thou the ordinances of the heavens?", Job 38: 33.  This gospel is full of it, and along with them of course goes heavenly royalty; so there is moral influence and authority when these features are amongst the brethren.  The first one, as we have said, is poor in spirit:  "Blessed are the poor in spirit".

W.A.M.  This blessing comes in on the responsible side; it is not on the sovereign side exactly.

J.A.G.  Yes, it has to do with the wilderness and circumstances of contrariety.  Consequently you have to say to yourself, How can I get this blessing?  How can I be poor in spirit? 

W.A.M.  I suppose the Spirit of God would need to be in it.

J.A.G.  Yes, I think through it all, in its application to us, is the teaching of the gospel.

E.C.B.  Does the end of chapter 11 correspond?   "Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest" (v 28).  Is that not an attractive way for disciples? 

J.A.G.  Yes, that corresponds very much.  That is why I referred to Luke 10 when Mary sat down at His feet and chose the better part, which is evidently the same thing as chapter 11.  She had arrived at it and found rest for her soul.

E.C.B.  There is a certain completion of the section of the Lord's teaching up to chapter 11, when He goes out to the cornfields.

J.A.G.  We have had great help about that in the ministry, Christ as turning point and model.  He is rejected, is He not?  Then in chapter 13 there is the opening up of the mysteries.  It is a fine thing to understand that the miracles are what is from God to man:  the parables in chapter 13 are man's response to God.

C.F.D.  It says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens".  Is it to be noted that the Lord begins His extended discourse with this reference to the kingdom of the heavens? 

J.A.G.  I think so; the Lord comes in for the poor in spirit and makes way for them.  Think of the way that God made way for Ruth because she was poor in spirit!  Here is a young widow and her mother-in-law; they were poor materially but they were poor in spirit.  (We are in very practical matters here.)  God made way for them; He immediately puts them in touch with a mighty man of wealth.  It is practical, it is real; we are not talking about things that are not real; it actually happens.  These chapters bring out the greatness of the Father as a God in the heavens, beloved, who cares for the very hairs of your head.  We need to think about that, because persons are under pressure and there is concern and so forth, but you think of the poor in spirit, "theirs is the kingdom of the heavens".  It is all yours, beloved, if you are poor in spirit.

H.J.B.  What is it to be poor in spirit?  Is it the opposite to the pride of the flesh and the pride of life? 

J.A.G.  I think so, the opposite to pomposity, persons who think to promote themselves in that sense.  You wait on God.

W.A.M.  We have been saved from that.  What marked us at one time was the opposite to what is poor in spirit.

J.A.G.  We want to be poor in spirit now.

W.A.M.  Yes, and it is wonderful grace that the Lord has recovered us to it.

J.A.G.  Now let us keep on at that line because the kingdom of the heavens is yours and that is a tremendous thing.  There are young people here and much is upon them in life, but if they are poor in spirit the whole of the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.

E.C.B.  Where do these characteristics come from?  Jesus speaks of them as if they exist in the disciples who are coming.

J.A.G.  They are in Himself, are they not? 

E.C.B.  Yes, but they were in them.

J.A.G.  Yes, they are in them but they have to be developed.  Then you have to be exercised and find that these things mature in you.

E.C.B.  Hence, He opened His mouth and taught them.  He taught teachable material.

J.A.G.  Yes, because they were subject persons.

J.A.P.  Did not Mr Stoney write hymn no.7 when he was under 20 - 'Yon heaven is our home'? 

J.A.G.  How many people here can say that?  It is true of every Christian.  Then we are looking for the Lord to come.  It is interesting that Paul was only three weeks in Thessalonica and he spent a lot of time speaking to them about the Lord's coming and about the appearing.

J.A.P.  What do we learn from that? 

J.A.G.  I think it causes us to be poor in spirit and wait for the kingdom, "await his Son from the heavens ... Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath", 1 Thess 1: 10.  What a difference it would make to our lives if that was actively working in our souls! 

G.R.  And maintain a sense, too, in our souls of the sorrowful breakdown.  If we are a testimony to anything, as someone has said, we are a testimony to the ruin.  Would that be part of this? We are feeling it.  Mr Lyon used to refer to broken-hearted churchmen.

J.A.G.  Yes, but there is no mention of ruin here; it is all blessing.  We need to adopt this great positive line of things and find that there is an area of blessing that the Lord is opening up.

D.T.H.  Is the substantial side in the name Emmanuel at the beginning of the gospel:  "God with us", chap 1: 23? 

J.A.G.  Yes, I think it runs right through to the end: "behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age" (chap 28: 20), that is continuity on that line.  But He has disciples, the Lord has taken up a position and they go up to where He is, and He opens His mouth and He teaches them.  And, as has just been said, they are material that can be taught because they are in principle in the gain of the kingdom.  Is that what you had in mind? 

E.C.B.  Yes, and the reference to the kingdom of the heavens would bring it specially into our own time, because the kingdom of the heavens, as I understand it, implies that the King is in heaven.  Hence the Lord makes two references to it.  Then He says, "your reward is great in the heavens".  That is not postponed, is it? 

J.A.G.  No, that is why I said we are to get to know the ordinances of the heavens, the rule of heaven upon the earth.  You find persons here and they are under a different kind of government, different regulation.  Their mind is on the things that are above, where the Christ is.

B.J.  Are there not several mountains in Matthew's gospel?  There is ministry in relation to what is coming from above.

J.A.G.  I think this is the mount of legislation.  These are the features that rule, they have influence and authority.  The king in Daniel was brought to realise that the heavens ruled.  These are royal features that carry influence and authority, and disciples are becoming like the King.  Royalty is in mind in this gospel.  All these blessings are very fine.  We should be concerned, yea delighted, to get into them: "Blessed are the poor in spirit", "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted".  How fine it is to be comforted of God, Jesus comforting you in relation to the assembly, to the breakdown, or whatever it might be.  It does not have to be the breakdown, it can be various other features that cause us to mourn.  "Blessed the meek, for they shall inherit the earth".  It is all blessing; it is not exactly the new covenant but the spirit of it all through these chapters.

L.McF.  Ananias is referred to in Acts 9 as "a certain disciple" (v 10).  Would the feature there of one who is ready for adjustment come into this thought of discipleship? 

J.A.G.  I think so; he is, as it were, one of the mighty men whom David had.  He is bound up in the bundle of the living.  The Lord could say, Ananias, you are available.  There is great scope in the Scriptures and in the truth.

W.A.M.  So "sufficient for the disciple that he should become as his teacher, and the bondman as his lord", Matt 10: 25.  Is that what is in mind here, that we should become as the Teacher? 

J.A.G.  I think so; the mighty men whom David had became as their teacher.  Later on we might touch Levi in Deuteronomy 33, Moses king in Jeshurun, your upright works, a whole line of things that run together in the kingdom, until finally, ''thine ...  is the kingdom", David says, 1 Chron 29: 11.  A great line of truth is before us; we should just engage ourselves with the blessedness of these features.  If you proceed on this line the testimony is to your upright works, and persons are to "glorify your Father who is in the heavens".  Initially it is Jewish, it is the remnant, but morally it relates to Christianity, and you are going to manifest the features of your Father.  These chapters are freighted with the knowledge of God.  We surely need to be like our Father who is in the heavens.

E.C.B.  You do not need to be broken-hearted to be a churchman, do you?  In these three chapters the whole Jewish system is really being superseded, but Jesus says nothing to condemn it or anything about its breakdown; what He says is, there is something that is a great deal better.

J.A.G.  Exactly, yes.

E.C.B.  Do you not wonder sometimes if we dwell too much on past failure? 

J.A.G.  Yes, because we cannot rise to 'Thy vast thoughts'.

'How may we rise to Thy vast thoughts, 

Or apprehend Thy sovereign will –

The grace that sets our souls on high,

And love that brings us nearer still'.

(Hymn 116)

That is a fine hymn.

W.S.C.  Does Gideon set out this type of person?  He was threshing wheat in the wine-press, secretly developing on the disciple line: he had something else in mind other than what Midian was doing.

J.A.G.  I think that is very fine.  He was concerned about it.  He had all the right features, he was poor in spirit.  He said, "my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house", Judg  6: 15.  Then God says, You are a mighty man of wealth, get on with the job.  That is what we are at today, to get into this blessing, tremendous power and buoyancy and overcomingness in the kingdom.  That is what it is.  We do not have to go about apologetically, we need to be poor in spirit and humble.  I know Mr Darby has volumes that are called Apologetic but that is not what it means.  It is overcomingness; revival is a time of deliverance, and we are to be ready to move in the kingdom.  Maybe we have not spoken enough about the kingdom.

M.P.  I was thinking about the poor widow in Mark 12 casting her two mites into the treasury.  It was what attracted the eyes of the Lord.  Then the disciples showed Him the wonderful buildings of the temple and the Lord says, Do not look at that.  What was outwardly great was not attracting Him but what was morally great in the poor widow.

J.A.G.  She is a real disciple.

B.J.  Abigail represented the wonderful spirit we are talking about, but also she was rich in faith.  She was not so self-condemning that she did not have something real working in her heart and soul.

J.A.G.  She had a judgment of Nabal.  Consequently she was delivered.  So here we have "access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God", Rom 5: 2.  These are wonderful chapters, and the Lord opens His mouth and everything is blessed.  It is very positive and very full and that is what the kingdom is, that is what the rule of Christ in the heart is.  When Jesus is supreme in your heart you are reigning in life, there is power and joy and happiness.

H.J.G.  While we are to prove this individually, is there not a suggestion here of numbers - theirs is the kingdom of heaven, and peacemakers and so on.  It is as though He is taking account of it and we are taking account of it and then there are persons who can work together at these things.

J.A.G.  I think so, He gives us incentive.  It is objective - "Blessed they that mourn":  who would they be?  "Blessed the meek, for they shall inherit the earth": who are they?  You would like to meet them and find out how they became meek.

K.A.O.  Would Mary be an example of one who was poor in spirit?  She said, "he has looked upon the low estate of his bondmaid", but then she gets through to what is in mind:  "For the Mighty One has done to me great things", Luke 1: 48,49.  Would that be the result in mind? 

J.A.G.  I think she had faith to apprehend, buoyantly and happily, the immensity of the responsibility that was put upon her.  That is what the kingdom is.  We need to make way for Christ in our hearts, we need to take up this position of elevation and get up into the mountain, be concerned, get on our knees and pray and ask the Lord to help us to have a clear view of what discipleship is.

W.A.M.  Is this the line on which we come to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world?  He does not say you will become it, He says you are it.

J.A.G.  Yes, He says "Ye are the salt of the earth".  Of course, interpretatively that was the Jewish remnant and the earth was Israel; they are the light of the world.  Pentecost and the assembly came out of Israel.  "She is the only one of her mother, She is the choice one of her who bore her", Song of Sol 6: 9.  Then, my master is old and his wife bore him a son in his old age (see Gen 24: 36), and that comes out in its fulness in the gentile world.  That is the teaching of this gospel, and what is heavenly is to dominate.  It begins early because we have seen His star and have followed the light.

C.F.D.  The disciples are not only interested and vital, they not only get up to where He is and enter into the teaching, but it says, "Blessed they who hunger and thirst after righteousness".  They not only crave for the truth but are going to lay themselves open to get it and to find it in the Man.

J.A.G.  That is why they went up the mountain.  They put a bit of exercise and concern into it.  The disciples came to Him and having opened His mouth He taught them.  The Lord is free to open up His mind to that kind of person.  That is what we need.

C.F.D.  Righteousness in Romans 14 (see v 17) is the first feature of the kingdom mentioned.  Is that the way in, through the principle of righteousness, which of course is seen in perfection in Christ? 

J.A.G.  I think so; He is our righteousness.  That surely surpasses the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees.  What is needed is energy and committal to go to where the Lord is; there is life there, and what comes out is life.

E.C.B.  We perhaps need more help as to being formed by the influence of Christ.  We may try to improve our knowledge of doctrine and our technical knowledge of the truth, but the Lord would be at something being formed in those who will go to Him because of the powerful influence of what He is.

J.A.G.  I think that is exactly right, because we could sit down and read everything that has been ministered about this chapter, we could look at it and look at it until we have it off pat and it could be as dead as a dodo.  What we need is the living quickening touch of Christ and that is why we need to go up to the mountain.  Maybe we are still in the crowd.  We need to leave the crowd and be individually exercised to go up to the mountain or to go wherever the Lord is.

M.P.  I am very glad that this line is being stressed because we are prone to receive things mentally.  What you mentioned at the beginning - the substance - is the vital point, is it not? 

J.A.G.  We can say to one another what we have read, and this fits with that and something else, but the quickening vital touch of Christ comes from Himself by the Spirit.

M.P.  It is "Christ is everything, and in all", Col 3: 11.

J.A.G.  Exactly, that is what it is here.

J.A.P.  In Ephesians the apostle puts it in just the way the brethren have been saying:  "But ye have not thus learnt the Christ" (chap 4: 20), and there are other references like that.  That is perhaps something we need to think about, just to have to do with the Lord Jesus Himself, learn from Him in the gospels.

J.A.G.  If you met somebody who has been in the presence of Christ there is life, there is vitality.

E.C.B.  The other side is "as their scribes", is it not? 

J.A.G.  Exactly; it is so easy to come into some kind of pseudo-Christianity, not the real vital thing in touch with Christ.

G.D.P.  The teaching is contrary to the mind of the flesh, is it not?  "The mind of the flesh is death", Rom 8: 6.

J.A.G.  Yes, “the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace", but we need to get up to this mountain and listen to what the Lord has to say, and it is all blessing.

D.N.M.  You said earlier that there is something very individual for everybody in discipleship.  There is commitment on one side, but there is something that comes back to us from the Lord, is there not? 

J.A.G.  You put yourself in this position.  The Lord Jesus has gone up into the mountain and the disciples are going, and you go up with them.  You climb up this mountain, you leave certain things behind, and you are concerned, you are anxious to hear what He has to say, and He opens His mouth and teaches.  You might have a different impression of what He says from what I have, but generally we get the trend of the whole line of teaching and it is all blessing; you are thrilled to be in His presence.  You carry away the effects of it.  It is like the incense, it clings and lingers.  Then you want to find out what He meant; you do not know, you are not sure, so you get down on your knees and ask Him, and finally you get clarification.  You see how this is going to be and you put it into effect.  That is the next bit we read.  You get these opposing elements, they want to negate what He said and you have to deal with them summarily.  That is the teaching of discipleship.

R.N.H.  In John 6 we see how this worked out practically with the Lord, the disciples knowing how to work it out, do you think? 

J.A.G.  I think so; we should go into that in the next reading.  There is the mount of intercession, you might say.  He wants to know if they have reached the rock, which finds us all out.

R.G.J.  I wondered if Aquila and Priscilla were the kind of persons who had been on the mountain when they instructed Apollos in the way of God more exactly (see Acts 18: 26).

J.A.G.  I am sure they were.  They are available, they are really disciples.  You can go to their house at any time; if you go along to the meeting they would never let you go away.  They would not have to miss a meeting to make a meal or anything like that, they are not that kind of folk.  They accommodate the brethren, they are disciples.  They are on a par, Priscilla and Aquila and Aquila and Priscilla, and they have been to Ephesus and Corinth and they are saluted in 2 Timothy.  I think that is the kind of answer practically to this, but then they have gone.  How do we get on?  We have the meetings, and we keep at the meetings and we respect the dignity of the assembly at the level of the assembly in the wilderness, and whatever goes on it goes on at that level.  That is a fine thing, that is Matthew's gospel.

E.C.B.  Perhaps you would say a word as to how we go up the mountain; you have referred to it several times.

J.A.G.  There is only one way to go up the mountain and that is to climb up; it costs you something.  You do not go up by a lift, there is a way up the mountain, you go up whatever way you want because He is up there, and you go the way that He has gone.

W.A.M.  Jesus is on the mountain; that is the point, is it not?  They came to Him.

J.A.G.  That is right.  If He is there, you want to be there.  That proves, I think, that you are a disciple, prepared for what is sacrificial.  Now, would you tell us how you went up the mountain.

E.C.B.  The simplest way is that you have some real link in yourself with Jesus where He is now, but if you want to arrive at it doctrinally I think you would go through Colossians, you are circumcised with the circumcision of the Christ (see chap 2: 11) and you set "your mind on the things that are above", ''where the Christ is", chap 3: 2,1.

J.A.G.  I am glad you said that because I think Joshua underlies this cutting off your hand and pulling out your eye and whatever.

B.J.  While we sit here as disciples, as learners, it is noteworthy that the crowds were there and the ending of chapter 7 indicates that there is no restriction on anyone getting the good of it.

J.A.G.  Yes.  Everybody has not been up the mountain, but the brethren here have, they have made a sacrifice to come here, and we trust the Lord is in this meeting and is opening His mouth and teaching: I think He is.  He is bestowing blessing upon the brethren and He is concerned about discipleship, persons who are willing and ready to be taught and ready to follow Him, to walk after Him.

R.B.H.  There has been healing in the previous chapter; He healed every one.  He had met all these kinds of things that He describes in terms of the weaknesses of the human being in the previous chapter, but some of those who had experienced healing went up into the mountain for this teaching.

J.A.G.  I think that is the brethren here.  We have been healed.  We have had moral diseases, very serious moral diseases it might be, but in His wonderful grace He has healed them, and we are so thankful that we have been healed.  So we follow Him up the mountain, we sit down at His feet and we listen to His words.

W.S.C.  The word to Moses was, "Come up to me in the mountain, and be there", Exod.  24: 12.  I wonder if you could emphasise more the coming to Jesus and His opening His mouth.  Joseph said "it is my mouth which speaks to you", Gen 45: 12.

J.A.G.  Yes, you have heard it for yourself.  Is that not fine?  It has come into your own soul; you do not need to think about anybody else.  That is John 4 - we do not need your testimony now, good testimony, because we have heard from Himself and we know this is true.  That is what we are going to do.  Mr Darby said, I am going on, if you want to come with me that is fine, but if you do not I am still going on.  That tested me.

J.N.M.  The Lord says here, "Rejoice and exult".  Would rejoicing be a feature of discipleship? 

J.A.G.  Yes.  How do we get on when we are reproached and persecuted "and say every wicked thing against you, lying, for my sake"?  That is a different thing.  What you rejoice in is "for your reward is great in the heavens".  Are we equal to that?  Would you say ''for my sake"?  Do you love Him so much?  How much does Jesus mean to us? 

H.J.G.  You would not be able to rejoice in the persecutions unless you were near to Him, would you? 

J.A.G.  I think so, because you know the value of prayer; they were praising God with singing.  These are practical matters, and this kind of thing comes upon us, there is reproach, there is persecution, maybe not physical but you get persecuted, they say every wicked thing against you, lying; you may be perjured.  What are you going to do about it?  Leave it with Jesus, He knows about it.

J.A.P.  That Stephen, the martyr, turned to heaven was what brought out the final hatred of the Jews against him, when he spoke about heaven and said it is open to me.

J.A.G.  He was a disciple; I think he knew from the start what was going to happen to him, that he was going to be killed.  He was in power, he went over the whole history and spoke in such a condemnatory way of them that showed how thoroughly he was with God in his judgment.  We should consider that; would we be equal to that in discipleship?  It is not gift, it is not an apostle or anything like that but a disciple of the Lord Jesus; he uses that name "Lord Jesus" (I think it is the first time it is used in this dispensation).  He says "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" (Acts 7: 59): that is the word of a disciple.

E.C.B.  Do not these verses correspond with the epistle to the Philippians, the gospel preached out of contention?  It is the poor in spirit in Jesus in chapter 2, and "Rejoice" and "again I will say rejoice" in chapter 4.  Is that not what is here? 

J.A.G.  I think it is.  You know the teaching; the scope of these chapters, as those who have taught us have opened up to us, equates to the word in Paul's writing to Titus, teaching us that "we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things", chap 2: 12.  So chapter 5 of Matthew is righteousness, chapter 6 is piety and chapter 7 is sobriety.  That is the teaching of grace in these chapters, and that belongs to discipleship.  We may not be in the very high grades; we are probably in the primary grades, but we want to progress.

S.E.H.  I was noticing as to these blessings that the kingdom of the heavens is present - for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens (vv 3 and 10) - and in between it is future - they shall be comforted, they shall inherit the earth, they shall be filled, shall find mercy and so on.  What does that mean? 

J.A.G.  I am quite interested in the fact that theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.  I suppose you find that in the book of Daniel, and divine intervention; they are poor in spirit, they are committed to the truth, they are not going to deviate from the path of discipleship, and the heavens are ruling.  You might not think so, but there it is, it rules undeviatingly for their deliverance and for their help and for the blessing of men.  Matthew's gospel is a great gospel.  We should read the ministry on the Ordinances of the Heavens, because here we have persons who are the ruling class; they say what is going to happen.  Is that right? 

M.P.  I am sure it is, for there are those who are brethren of Christ, who are like Him, who show His features.  I am thinking of chapter 12 when He speaks of those who do the will of God (see v 50).  It is what He did and what He did perfectly, and then it is that these features of His work shine in those who are like Him.

J.A.G.  Yes, because this gospel goes on to even two persons - "two of you", chap 18: 19.  If you ask, you can bind or you can loosen, you can move heaven:  that is tremendous influence.

J.A.P.  Is the Lord's remark, "I say unto you", something to be understood now, the Lord coming into our gathering and saying something?  Would you carry it that far? 

J.A.G.  I think so. "I say unto you" in this gospel is over against what the ancients said.  He is coming to give the fulness of the law and He is bringing in the heavenly standard, the divine standard."/ say unto you" currently involves the word of Christ.  His word is known in the revival.  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience" (Rev 3: 10):  that is, the Lord is free to open up His mind to persons.  This is Christianity in its fulness, in its essence; it is morally excellent.

C.F.D.  To get through to this moral excellence involves an inward line of purity that the Lord refers to: "Blessed the pure in heart for they shall see God".  It seems to me that the excellence, the outward expression of this, is going to flow out of a pure line of things that is in the souls and hearts of the brethren.

J.A.G.  I think so.  The pure in heart is the fat of the offerings, it is motivation; Christ is the object of your affections.  Whatever you do is because of Him.

M.P.  Is it significant that the pure in heart are emphasised in 2nd Timothy? 

J.A.G.  Exactly, and that is a creation of God, is it not?  David says, "Create in me a clean heart", Ps 51: 10.

M.P.  "Pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart", 2 Tim 2: 22.

J.A.G.  That is what it is; so immediately you do not have the disciple but you have the bondman of the Lord; he is not to contend.

C.F.D.  "Create in me a clean heart" was what David came to under very difficult circumstances, as if he had to get back to that in the sense of basic purity from which true recovery would flow.  Is this what we have to get to?  We are tested inwardly as to our likeness to Christ.

J.A.G.  I think so, because David had failed in government in himself, his judiciary department had broken down; he had failed to cut off and to pluck out.  It is an important matter that we learn how to control ourselves.  A Christian is in charge of himself, Romans teaches us that.  You are your own government, you regulate yourself - ''the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus", Rom 8: 2.

E.C.B.  Ordained by God.

J.A.G.  Exactly, that is fine.

E.C.B.  Your reference to the Psalm - "Create in me a clean heart" - goes back to the well-known remark among us that we should be able to identify the work of God in us.

J.A.G.  That is right, and it is very affecting that there is a day to come when all the remnant will have a Psalm 51, and if we have not had a Psalm 51 we have not made much progress.

E.C.B.  He opened His mouth and taught them: "I say unto you", that is the teaching, is it not? 

J.A.G.  Yes, it is teaching, we have something superlative now.  We have finality in the words of Jesus: "I say unto you"; how blessed they are!  If you go on this line you are going to be effective in testimony and persons are going to see your good works and they are going to glorify your Father who is in the heavens.

J.A.P.  Psalm 51 is how we arrive at being poor in spirit: "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit" (v 17).  We have had to go through experience to reach some of the things that the Lord Jesus says in these blessings.  He is ready to bless us but we have had to humble ourselves and God has had to subdue us.  Could we look at it in a positive sense like that? 

J.A.G.  I think so.  One of the great points in the kingdom is that our wills are broken.  Redemption brings us into the kingdom, and in the kingdom God's will prevails; it is the rule of God, so our wills are broken.  As that is so we are ready for the teaching of the new covenant, that is the unfolding of God's love.  In the new covenant we become God-like; in reconciliation we become Christ-like.  These are tremendous chapters and that is what they bring out.

E.C.B.  Is Psalm 51 new creation and the new man? 

J.A.G.  Exactly; he says, "Create in me".

S.E.H.  In verse 17 of that Psalm he says, "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise".  In the light of that could you elaborate on your earlier remarks about the believer being a broken-hearted churchman and that we do not all have to be broken-hearted churchmen.  Is that a state that we arrive at but then get beyond? 

J.A.G.  I would say publicly we are broken-hearted churchmen.  I do not know if we shed enough tears about our brethren, if we are concerned enough about them, feel for them.  But then we see the scope and greatness of what God has wrought, and objectively we rejoice in the fact that He is bringing everything through.  I spoke to a brother two weeks ago, he had not broken bread for 20-odd years and he did not agree with anything I said; but the chink in his armour was that the Spirit and the bride saying 'Come' is a collective thought and he recognised that he has to find the Supper.  Well, how do we pray?  There are many brethren like that.  They are looking for something.  It is almost like Israel in Romans 9; what is Israel looking for that he cannot find.  We need to feel about it; if we shed more tears about our brethren there would be more recoveries.  Does that help? 

S.E.H.  Should the two sides go on together in us, that is, feeling the loss of our brethren as well as the sense of what God has for us collectively in the way of blessing? 

J.A.G.  We need to be helped not to go around exuding despondency, because there have been tremendous things wrought in the revival and God is working right now, and we can point to various positive things that God has done - a tremendous thing- and yet we must feel for brethren who have lost their way.  There is balance in that.  How Paul felt it when he said that all in Asia have forsaken me (see 2 Tim 1: 15), and yet he comes out with a wonderful doxology, the Lord stood by him and he is really full of energy.

E.C.B.  We cannot arrive at a real impression of the church through impressions of the breakdown, can we?  We have to start with the reality of what the church is and then feel the breakdown.

J.A.G.  I think so.  If we are with God in the recovery we know that is how it began.  There are many brethren: we are not the only ones: do not let us think so, because we might get into brethrenism and that would be awful.  We are Christians seeking to move in the light of Paul's ministry.

R.N.H.  Is Moses looking for motivated persons in Exodus 35?  He "collected all the assembly" and then it speaks about every one whose spirit promoted him, and of a willing spirit and a willing heart.

J.A.G.  That is very fine, and they brought so much that they had to be restrained.  They brought, willing-hearted and wise-hearted, the women spun and they were all go.  In Exodus 15 they were thinking about God's sanctuary, what they were going to do, and then there comes a time when they apply themselves to it.  It is fine to see the brethren energetically committed to the truth like that, positively; they have the pattern before them and they know what they are doing and where they are going and what they are working to.  They are not aimless, careless as to going to the meetings, but there is purpose of heart; that is what is needed and that is discipleship.  I think that is what the Lord would speak to us about.

G.D.P.  You said we have to go up to the mountain where Jesus is, and then you said we get to the rock.  So I have to dig, too, do I not? 

J.A.G.  That is what I thought.  You go up to the mountain and then you have to get down and dig.  That tests us as to how sincere and real we are.  Are we eating the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth?  Are we keeping the feast?  When you are newly converted you would dig like anything, would you not?  We need to maintain that line and get ourselves established on the rock.  Once that happens your foundation is sure.  Come what may, that is where you are; that is prudence.

W.S.C.  There is no discussion or speaking by the disciples in chapter 5, but on the beach at the end of John's gospel it is, What about this man?  Do you think that, if we were on the line of discipleship, our eye would be single and we would have it on Christ? 

J.A.G.  Yes, I think so.  It is quite a severe thing because we are inclined to look upon good brothers who are following.  John was the very best and he was following.  The Lord says to Peter, That is none of your business; you look at Me - and that is the next reading, Peter getting out of that boat.  Never mind anybody else, you keep your eye on Me, that is what the Lord says.  If they go astray you do not go with them.  It is fine to have brethren with you but if they go off the line you may go with them - good men, too.

R.G.J.  Paul said in Hebrews, "looking steadfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith", chap 12: 2.

J.A.G.  A very salutary word!  It is fine that this is brought up because Peter had been adjusted and he would be clear, and thankful that he was completely clear; not only his conscience but his affections were gained for Christ.  The Lord says, never you mind him, "Follow thou me".  That is really a word to me.

J.A.P.  It is very encouraging that this house did not fall, and whatever has happened in our histories, the house has not fallen.  It is resting on the word of the Christ at the present time, resting on Him.

J.A.G.  That is the revival.  Those who came out and opened up the truth in the recovery founded the house upon the rock.  They did not go to this one or that one, they went right back to the apostles, and the truth was founded on the rock, and that was the revival, union with Christ, was it not?  That is what we need because we get so unstable; when things go against us do we not go down? 

M.P.  "The firm foundation of God stands", 2 Tim 2: 19.

H.J.G.  The Lord says that every one who gets into the kingdom forces his way in (see Luke 16: 16).  Is that like getting up the mountain, that you have to push everything else aside and get up there.

J.A.G.  Yes, I think so.  You just have to do it.  Then lots of people will tell you that you are being unwise and are inconsiderate, that you should think about this and you are not prudent, but if Christ is your object you will get there.

D.T.H.  Do you think the eunuch arrived at it when he said, What hinders me (see Acts 8: 36)? 

J.A.G.  I think so.  The basis of it all is attraction - for My sake, He says.  What an appeal that was by Jesus!  It says here, saying "every wicked thing against you, lying, for my sake".  You are considering for Him, that is priestliness.  Royalty and priestliness is coming out in this gospel.  That eunuch's heart was won by Christ.  Who does the prophet speak of, himself or somebody else?  The glad tidings of Jesus opens up the whole thing to him.

'The love, that bore the burden 

On the accursed tree,

Would give the heart its pardon, 

And set the sinner free! 

That is the glad tidings of Jesus – Mr Darby's beautiful composition,

'The chains of man, his victim, 

Were loosened by Thy hand'.

O, what a word that is!  Is He not attractive to us, beloved?  Cannot we follow, just a little bit more committed? 

E.C.B.  Do you think there is need for some increase in individuality among us?  I think we tend very much to rely on the company.  Mr Raven said that we know nothing about what is collective until we know it individually.

J.A.G.  I think so.  We might see in the next reading that, when Peter and the Lord are in the boat, Peter has walked on the water.  Then we touch the hem of His garment.  Is that not interesting?  I think that supports what you say.  These are very practical things.  The Lord is looking for disciples.  There may be plenty of meeting-goers, plenty of folk who come out to the Supper and to the gospel and they are gone - week-enders.  That is not Christianity.  You might come out on Lord's Day and be legitimately detained during the week.  I am not saying anything about that, but the true hearts, the lovers of Christ, would be there, they are going up that mountain, on Monday night, Tuesday night, whatever other night; that is Christianity.

L.McF.  Do you think that in "the disciple whom Jesus loved" what was stable was marking John? 

J.A.G.  That is beautiful.  We would like to be like that.

W.A.M.  I suppose when He says, "I say unto you", that would take precedence over everything else; He puts His own touch upon things.

J.A.G.  Yes.

'Disease, and death, and demon, 

All fled before Thy word 

As darkness, the dominion 

Of day's returning Lord!'

What power there is in the word of Jesus!  How He longs that there might be an increase of committal, devoted affection for Himself on the basis of discipleship.  I want to know more about Him, I want more and more of Jesus.  You do not have to have gift or ability; you may be the dumbest person in Toronto, but if you love Christ He will make you something.

C.F.D.  Chapter 7 ends, "he taught them as having authority, and not as their scribes".  He brings in the contrast.  We might be dumb but the Lord can make something out of us; in Mark's gospel He says "I will make you become fishers of men", chap 1: 17.  Do you think the touch of authority is needed to affect the brethren? 

J.A.G.  Yes, and the authority comes because we are morally equal to it ourselves.  It does not come because we speak about authority, but it is the moral influence and power of the person.  Hence Matthew, in chapter 20, gives us the eleventhhour labourers and they are the best kind of folk to have in the vineyard.  Nobody takes them on, they are poor workmen, they say, I am just hopeless.  Paul was the great eleventh-hour labourer.

J.A.P.  Does the Lord give each of us a work?  Is it "Whatever thy hand findeth to do", Eccles 9: 10?  So let us each get on with what the Lord has put our way.

J.A.G.  Yes, that is levitically.  What underlies that and what is needed to cause that to be effective is priesthood, spirituality, being with Christ.  Whatever you do, if you have been with the Lord you can give a touch to things.  Speak to some of these sisters and they give you a touch.  That is discipleship, they are always there, they do not miss many meetings.  We do not lay down laws - you must be at the meetings and you must do this and that and the next, though maybe we should (I do not know), but spirituality, nearness to Christ is the idea, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who was in the bosom of Jesus.  That is available to everybody.  The breast, the bosom, is the same as when John the beloved leant thereon.  What a thing Christianity is! 

M.P.  You were referring to moral authority.  I recently noticed that it says in Ezra 9:  "Then were assembled to me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel" (v.4).  Then in chapter 10 a great congregation gathered to Ezra, and Shecheniah said, "And now let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives ... according to the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at the commandments of our God" (v.3).  So those who trembled at the word of God had in fact moral authority which here is acknowledged and loved, is it not? 

J.A.G.  Indeed it is.  Somebody referred to those who tremble at His word.  God links on with that sort of person.  It is a proof of the work of God.  The fall came in through the fact that His word was not obeyed, it was treated lightly as though it meant nothing.  That is a fine word to bring in because it bears upon our salvation - listening to the word of God.  That is the first temptation: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth" (Matt 4: 4), and that is living this, is it not? 
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THE TREE OF LIFE

Milos Pavlik

Genesis 2: 8,9; Revelation 2: 7; 22: 1-3,14; Proverbs 3: 13-18; 11: 30; 13: 12; 15: 4

I have in mind, dear brethren, with the Lord's help, to present a few simple thoughts about the tree of life.  We have read that God put the tree of life "in the midst of the garden".  That says to me that God had His best thoughts for man.  The tree of life is a figure which points to the Lord Jesus as ''the fruit of life and Giver", to Him who is the source of life and of every blessing.  God has the highest blessing for man, and He intended to make man share His high thoughts, to make Him share His affections, because His putting the tree of life into the midst shows us that Christ had to be the centre of God's world; it is a central thought of God.  The Lord Jesus is the central point of all which God has before Himself.

It is, however, a sorrowful fact that this wonderful area was marred by the disobedience of man.  Man has lost his portion in this wonderful area which God had prepared for him.  But, dear brethren, what a wonderful God we have!  I think it is a thought of Mr Bellett's, who said, What a God!  He gave to man the earth, and man spoiled and corrupted it.  What did God then do?  He opened heaven to him.  Wonderful God!  Man has lost and spoiled his earthly blessings, well, God opened the door to the heavenly blessings in Christ.  Marvellous thing!  So we have the best, the highest blessings, the spiritual blessings in heavenly places offered and secured for man in Christ Jesus.  The epistle to the Ephesians unfolds these wonderful thoughts of God for man - best blessings, highest blessings, best thoughts, sharing God's affections, sharing God's pleasure and delight in Christ.  Wonderful things! 

It is another very sorrowful fact that even this has not been accepted, and if accepted, it has been abandoned.  Paul, who had been appointed an elect vessel to present these wondrous thoughts of God to men, had to state at the end of his life that all had left him - all who are in Asia (see 2 Tim 1: 15) - pointing, I am sure, to the seven assemblies in Asia to whom the Lord Jesus addressed his seven letters in the Revelation.

But how wonderful it is that we find here the thought of the tree of life again!  It is not expressly mentioned in Ephesians, but the substance of what the tree of life means, what it stands for, is fully displayed there.  And it is to the overcomer in Ephesus that the promise of the tree of life is given, and so we have this amazing promise to the overcomer in Ephesus: "To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God".  No more the earthly paradise but the heavenly, the true tree of life.  That tree of life in Genesis was a figure, but now God has offered us the true Tree of Life, the Lord Jesus, in whom all the thoughts of God are centred.  It is given now to the overcomer in Ephesus.  It is a very precious thought, and a clue to the understanding of those promises, that they convey things which are appointed for all believers; all true believers will enjoy them in eternity, but for the overcomers they are presented to be enjoyed now, in this time.  So it is the overcomer in Ephesus who is presented a tree of life.  Well then, what does it mean?  Who is the overcomer in Ephesus?  Can we now be overcomers in Ephesus?  I think in a way we can.  In which way?  What does Ephesus mean?  Ephesus means the full thought of God about the assembly; and those who appreciate these wonderful thoughts of God about the assembly as a whole, as it is in the mind and purpose of God, in spite of all the breakdown, in spite of all the decline, in spite of all the ruin, who have before their eyes the whole thought of God about the assembly- those are the overcomers in Ephesus.  I think that is the firm foundation of God which stands, "having this seal, The Lord knows those that are his" (2 Tim  2: 19), having them all in our hearts, that is, grasping God's thoughts about the assembly, the whole people, the whole thing.

At the end of the Revelation we have another statement about the tree of life:  "Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates".  I think that is the same thought.  Those who wash their robes are overcomers, for they are offered the right to the tree of life, and I think that would correspond to both sides of the seal which the firm foundation of God has.  The overcomers in Ephesus grasp this thought, to have all His assembly before our eyes, to embrace all saints in our hearts, God's thoughts about the assembly - that is "The Lord knows those that are his".  We do not know them, but we can love them because the Lord loves them.  That is the one side:  then there is the other side of the seal: "Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity", that is "Blessed are they that wash their robes".  That is the side of our responsibility.  We cannot enjoy the sweetness of the tree of life, or the full spiritual blessing, if we do not depart from iniquity, or, in the language of the Revelation, if we do not wash our robes.

At the end of chapter 3 of Genesis we have the Cherubim with the flaming sword, watching the access to the tree of life.  I think we have a counterpart of it in Revelation 22: 14 where there are those who are in the gates and watch the access to the tree of life, to give entrance to all who have proved their right to it by washing their robes.  That is the tree of life which is accessible even in this time, the full enjoyment of the presence of the Lord, of His wonderful blessed affections.

I have read a few verses from the Book of Proverbs.  I think it is remarkable how the mentions of the tree of life are distributed in Scripture.  We find it in the first book of the Scriptures, Genesis, and we find it in the last book, in the Revelation.  Besides that there are only these four references in the Book of Proverbs.  It is a striking fact.  Why is that?  I think the Book of Proverbs shows us the practical bearing of what the tree of life amounts to, practically for us.  I would call your attention to the fact that it is not the tree of life in Proverbs, it is a tree of life, suggesting, I take it, some features of what a tree of life represents, what it means practically for us.

So we have read in the first passage about wisdom, wisdom of God.  Proverbs is a good book of wisdom, as we know, and wisdom is revealed to us in Christ.  We find in Colossians that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in the mystery (see chap 2: 3), the mystery revealed by the Spirit to the apostle Paul, the mystery of Christ and the assembly.  So the wisdom is in Christ, and it is a fine thing to grasp this wonderful wisdom which God has revealed in Him.  Christ has become for us the wisdom of God; this is the first thing, and it is a very essential feature of the tree of life.  The tree of life means that we enjoy the wisdom of God, manifested in Christ Jesus and the assembly.  The writer of Proverbs, king Solomon, describes in very rich language, the greatness, the preciousness, the wealth of wisdom which is offered to man.  He displays it in the Book of Proverbs.

Then the second thing is "the fruit of the righteous".  It is something which we reach in a practical way by communion with the Lord Jesus, by our prayers and by acquaintance with Him.  The fruit of the righteous is closely connected with wisdom.  You find ''the fruit of righteousness" (which is perhaps not exactly the same thing but is very akin to it) in two passages in the New Testament to which I would like to turn your attention.  It is in connection with wisdom in James 3: 17,18:  "But the wisdom from above first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned.  But the fruit of righteousness in peace is sown for them that make peace".  I think that links with what we had before us in the readings, that is, the people which are formed according to this wonderful pattern, the Lord Jesus -that is the true wisdom.  How wonderful are these statements about it:  "pure ... peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned.  But the fruit of righteousness in peace is sown for them that make peace".  What a blessing!  But God sometimes has to use different means for us that we should reach this wisdom, this fruit of righteousness, so we have in Hebrews 12: 11; "But no chastening at the time seems to be matter of joy, but of grief:  but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it".  And before that we have "Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced them:  shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?  For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness.  But no chastening at the time seems to be matter of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it".  Very great riches to be won, very great profit - that is the feature of the tree of life as we find it here.

Then we find that he who wins souls is wise: ''the wise winneth souls", or, according to the footnote, 'he that winneth souls is wise’.  I think that is the moral authority which those have who reach these features of the tree of life, practical wisdom and the fruit of the righteous.

Then in the further instance we have hope deferred: "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick; but the desire that cometh to pass is a tree of life".  Dear brethren, that is a wonderful thing, that is exactly the portion of the overcomer.  When we speak about our brethren in various companies of Christendom we invariably find that their hope is deferred.  They expect something - they expect rightly: they expect all blessings on the other side of physical death or after the Lord's coming, in eternity.  Yes, it is right, they will enjoy them, but it is a "hope deferred".  The Lord, however, has something better, infinitely better, for those who are partakers of the tree of life-the desire fulfilled.  "I will give to him to eat of the tree of life", now.  I very often return to that wonderful passage in Luke that speaks about that malefactor who repented, who turned to the Lord on that cross and who asked Him, "Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom", chap 23: 42.  Dear brethren, what a deferring of the hope that would be!  That poor man would not even now have his desire fulfilled, the Lord has not yet come in His kingdom.

But what said the Lord?  Today: "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise".  Desire fulfilled is a tree of life, the paradise where the tree of life is.  How wonderful, wonderfully presented, fulfilled hope, desi e fulfilled, truly a tree of life.  That is a very precious, very marvellous feature of what is presented and promised to the overcomer.

In the last scripture we have the exhibition of that wonderful spirit: "Gentleness of tongue is a tree of life".  When we enjoy these wonderful blessings, then we have manifestly come out as those who have learned what the truth is in Jesus.  Those who are peaceful, those who are meek, all those who are so beautifully described in the scripture we had before us in Matthew 5: "Blessed are the poor in spirit", "Blessed the meek", Blessed are those, and those, and those, all these precious features of that blessed Man.

I return now to the Revelation.  I have not yet commented upon the passage at the beginning of chapter 22 where we read about the tree of life on both sides of the river:  "In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, the tree of life, producing twelve fruits".  On this side and that side:  I take it that is not a single tree of life· it is that kind of tree, but there are many of them.  There are those who are formed according to that blessed pattern, of that same kind, people who are of His kind, whom He is not ashamed to call His brethren (see Heb 2: 11).  That is, they are righteous people, who not only eat from the tree of life but who are shaped and formed according to its pattern, where "Christ is everything, and in all" (Col 3: 11), and "no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it".  In the beginning God put a curse upon the earth and said, "cursed be the ground", Gen 3: 17.  Now we reach an area where there is no curse any more, the wonderful area of God's blessing, where there is ''the river of water of life, bright as crystal", when there is the wondrous Tree of Life in the midst.  But around Him those who are like Him shaped, formed according to Him, whom He is not ashamed to call His brethren.

That is the idea of the tree of life as Scripture presents it.  It is a wonderful idea.  Dear brethren, what a great thing it is to come together and to reach in spirit that marvellous area where the river, pure like crystal, is flowing, and where the tree of life is everywhere, Christ everything and in all, when we will enjoy His presence and He will enjoy the presence of those whom He is not ashamed to call brethren, and in the midst of whom He delights to sing praise to His Father and our Father, to His God and our God.  Blessed be His wonderful Name.  Amen.
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Scripture references

Matthew 5:1-48 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. [4] Blessed they that mourn, for *they* shall be comforted. [5] Blessed the meek, for *they* shall inherit the earth. [6] Blessed they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for *they* shall be filled. [7] Blessed the merciful, for *they* shall find mercy. [8] Blessed the pure in heart, for *they* shall see God. [9] Blessed the peace-makers, for *they* shall be called sons of God. [10] Blessed they who are persecuted on account of righteousness, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. [11] Blessed are ye when they may reproach and persecute you, and say every wicked thing against you, lying, for my sake. [12] Rejoice and exult, for your reward is great in the heavens; for thus have they persecuted the prophets who were before you. …

Matthew 7:24-29 (JND) [24] Whoever therefore hears these my words and does them, I will liken him to a prudent man, who built his house upon the rock; [25] and the rain came down, and the streams came, and the winds blew and fell upon that house, and it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. [26] And every one who hears these my words and does not do them, he shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand; [27] and the rain came down, and the streams came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and it fell, and its fall was great. [28] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were astonished at his doctrine, [29] for he taught them as having authority, and not as their scribes.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Job 38:33 (JND) [33] Knowest thou the ordinances of the heavens? dost thou determine their rule over the earth?

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Matthew 10:25 (JND) [25] [It is] sufficient for the disciple that he should become as his teacher, and the bondman as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more those of his household?

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

1 Chronicles 29:11 (JND) [11] Thine, Jehovah, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the splendour, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is thine: thine, Jehovah, is the kingdom, and thou art exalted as Head above all;

Judges 6:15 (JND) [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.
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Judges 6:15 (JND) [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.

Mark 12 (JND) [1] And he began to say to them in parables, A man planted a vineyard, and made a fence round [it] and dug a wine-vat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and left the country. [2] And he sent a bondman to the husbandmen at the season, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. [3] But they took him, and beat [him], and sent [him] away empty. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Luke 1:48-49 (JND) [48] For he has looked upon the low estate of his bondmaid; for behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. [49] For the Mighty One has done to me great things, and holy [is] his name;

Song of Solomon 6:9 (JND) [9] My dove, mine undefiled, is but one; She is the only one of her mother, She is the choice one of her that bore her. The daughters saw her, and they called her blessed; The queens and the concubines, and they praised her.

Genesis 24:36 (JND) [36] And Sarah, my master's wife, bore a son to my master after she had grown old; and unto him has he given all that he has.

Romans 14 (JND) [1] Now him that is weak in the faith receive, not to [the] determining of questions of reasoning. [2] One man is assured that he may eat all things; but the weak eats herbs. [3] Let not him that eats make little of him that eats not; and let not him that eats not judge him that eats: for God has received him. …

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.

Exodus 24:12 (JND) [12] And Jehovah said to Moses, Come up to me into the mountain, and be there; and I will give thee the tables of stone, and the law, and the commandment that I have written, for their instruction.

Genesis 45:12 (JND) [12] And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Acts 7:59 (JND) [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

Revelation 3:10 (JND) [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Revelation 3:10 (JND) [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Psalms 51:10 (JND) [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Romans 8:2 (JND) [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Luke 16:16 (JND) [16] The law and the prophets [were] until John: from that time the glad tidings of the kingdom of God are announced, and every one forces his way into it.

Acts 8:36 (JND) [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised?

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (JND) [10] Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest.

Ezra 9 (JND) [1] Now when these things were completed, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and the priests and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, according to their abominations, [even] of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites; [2] for they have taken of their daughters for themselves and for their sons, and have mingled the holy seed with the peoples of the lands; and the hand of the princes and rulers has been chief in this unfaithfulness. [3] And when I heard this thing, I rent my mantle and my garment, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, and sat down overwhelmed. …

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

Genesis 2:8-9 (JND) [8] And Jehovah Elohim planted a garden in Eden eastward, and there put Man whom he had formed. [9] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; and the tree of life, in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 22:1-14 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, [4] and they shall see his face; and his name [is] on their foreheads. [5] And night shall not be any more, and no need of a lamp, and light of [the] sun; for [the] Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of ages. [6] And he said to me, These words [are] faithful and true; and [the] Lord God of the spirits of the prophets has sent his angel to shew to his bondmen the things which must soon come to pass. [7] And behold, I come quickly. Blessed [is] he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book. [8] And I, John, [was] he who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to do homage before the feet of the angel who shewed me these things. [9] And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Do homage to God. [10] And he says to me, Seal not the words of the prophecy of this book. The time is near. [11] Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still; and let the filthy make himself filthy still; and let him that is righteous practise righteousness still; and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still. [12] Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me, to render to every one as his work shall be. …

Proverbs 3:13-18 (JND) [13] Blessed is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. [14] For the gain thereof is better than the gain of silver, and her revenue than fine gold. [15] She is more precious than rubies; and all the things thou canst desire are not equal unto her. [16] Length of days is in her right hand; in her left hand riches and honour. [17] Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. [18] She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her; and happy is he that retaineth her.

Proverbs 11:30 (JND) [30] The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and the wise winneth souls.

Proverbs 13:12 (JND) [12] Hope deferred maketh the heart sick; but the desire [that] cometh to pass is a tree of life.

Proverbs 15:4 (JND) [4] Gentleness of tongue is a tree of life; but crookedness therein is a breaking of the spirit.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

James 3:17-18 (JND) [17] But the wisdom from above first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned. [18] But [the] fruit of righteousness in peace is sown for them that make peace.

Hebrews 12:11 (JND) [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.

Genesis 3:17 (JND) [17] And to Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed be the ground on thy account; with toil shalt thou eat [of] it all the days of thy life;



VALUABLE CHILDREN


In Scripture we read of children whom God valued because they could be part of the working out of His ways.  For instance, even as a babe, Moses was named 'Fair to God' which would mean that his part in so great a work was already foreseen by heaven.  A thing that parents think of in faith at a household baptism is that their child may be in time converted and become useful to the Lord.  It is something like the boy Samuel being lent to Jehovah all his life.  It was in the heart of his mother to give him, but, very tenderly, God allowed her to continue calling him her son.  The Lord Jesus once used a little child to teach the twelve apostles.  He first set the child in the midst of them and then took it into His arms.  Thus, He became not only a Teacher but also an affectionate Shepherd.  In another gospel account Jesus called the child to Himself.

Have you answered His call?  
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