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DEMONSTRATION

J. R. Cumming 

John 16: 7–14; 1 Corinthians 2: 1–5; Philippians 1: 27, 28 

I would like to say a few words, beloved brethren, on the matter of demonstration which comes into each of these scriptures. We have been singing together to the Holy Spirit, and, as said in prayer, it is a liberating matter for us to realise that the words of the Lord Jesus in John 16 become a real experience to us, “It is profitable for you that I go away”. The Spirit is here in charge of everything that is for the Lord Jesus, and where there is room made for Him then there is gain for all, and it is profitable for us. “It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you”. So the Comforter has been sent, sent from that position of glory where Christ is the Centre, and as sent here He has taken up everything that is for the divine pleasure, which includes the continuation of the testimony. 

Along with that we have to keep in mind the line of the hymn we have been singing, ‘We own Thy Deity’ (Hymn 355). The Spirit is on our side, He is helping us, but who He is in His own Person should always be kept in our hearts and in our affections. It says here, “He will bring demonstration to the world”. Now it could be, of course, that that involves the saints in testimony; this is a conflict chapter; the Spirit in this setting is in relation to conflict. 

I would like to leave the impression with us as to the greatness of the Person who is here. It says in Thessalonians, “there is he who restrains now until he be gone” (2 Thessalonians 2: 7); that is the Spirit of God. What that involves we do not know in its totality: you think of world powers and all that is happening in these days, beloved brethren; there is “he who restrains”. The prayers of the saints will come into that as we participate in our measure, but that does not indicate in any way the extent of the power of the Holy Spirit personally in what He restrains until He be gone; we should be thankful for that. Maybe we take things too much to ourselves and our horizons are limited. I think we want to see, maybe a little more extensively, what the Spirit is engaged in presently, especially in view of the words of the Lord Jesus here in this chapter. In Joshua 5 a man is seen with a drawn sword in his hand, and Joshua, you might say in the triumph of the forward movements at that time, says, “Art thou for us, or for our enemies?” (Joshua 5: 13). What a lesson he had to learn! “And he said, No; for as captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come”. Joshua had to learn at that point that whilst he was leading the people in, there was He who was here and the conflict really was in His hand. 

So it says there of Joshua that he worshipped. What a matter that is for us all to be affected by, involving the greatness and fulness of the Spirit. What words can we use to describe that? 

Let us all get some touch as to what belongs to the Spirit personally, the power that is with Him in the area of conflict where things are difficult. This chapter of John would show us how difficult things can become. It tells us.at the beginning “that every one who kills you will think to render service to God” (John 16: 2). I think the Lord was speaking sympathetically to His own, but He was speaking warningly, and yet, as the epistle says, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. What a touch we should get in our affections as to this so that we see that the matter is not all in our hands; it says, “he will bring demonstration”. What a demonstration it is! This world will have no reason and no way to escape what will come in in the way of judgment because the demonstration of the Spirit embraces everything. The Lord says, “he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”. That is all in the area of the Spirit’s own operation, which would include, through grace, ourselves in the testimony, but it is the Spirit’s matter. 

Now as to Corinthians. As the testimony goes on, Paul is valuing what is here representative of the assembly in Corinth, but he was very anxious as to what was being demonstrated among the saints. In writing this word he showed that what was amongst the brethren was not altogether as it should be. It would be a marvellous thing if our gatherings, each and all and every time, were a demonstration of the Spirit and of power. It is no use any one of us trying to add anything of ourselves to what proceeds in our gatherings. Whatever we may think we have in the way of ability, mentally, orally, or otherwise, that does not lead to any more power, rather it might detract from whatever power there is. What we have to learn is the demonstration of the Spirit; that is in persons. Paul is speaking here of what was amongst them. Keep in mind what he does say, “And I was with you in weakness and in fear”. 

Imagine the apostle Paul saying that! Why? I think he was fearful in case some deviation from the line of what the Spirit would be operating in would develop and the brethren be taken up with human ability and intelligence, persuasive words of wisdom—all these things which might come in so easily through any one of us. What we want in our gatherings, brethren, is a demonstration of the Spirit and of power; in that way there will be results for the divine glory. 

In Philippians we can view the testimony going on, and there is one thing we can be sure about—that what is of the Spirit and representative of the assembly in any place will be under attack. Paul here warns the saints as to this. What he is pointing out to them in these verses we read, beloved brethren, is that the enemy is baffled when there is unity among the brethren. It is a demonstration to them, that is, to the opposers, of their destruction, “but of your salvation”. In other words, if there is an inroad into any locality it is some breakdown in the line of not standing firm “in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings”. If there is any moving away from that, and other things are taking over, then the enemy has an inroad which will be exploited by him to cause damage among the saints. 

Beloved brethren, may we all take this word to our hearts, my own included, as to the need for us, if we are going to be in the testimony as it continues, to prove and know and have experience of the Spirit and the place that He should have amongst us. The result of that is that the headship of Christ will operate; the saints will be in safety, and there will be less of other opinions coming into things, which are most damaging. What a matter it is that the brethren in every place should be standing firm in one spirit. This affects the testimony. If persons go away, become detached, what happens? Others rejoice in that. This means there is not the togetherness that the Spirit would have, and the result can be loss. We want to encourage one another to go on in the line of faithfulness. 

We were speaking on Lord’s day of the value the Lord places on the assembly, and what He values in every local place where there is something representative of the assembly; and the enemy will be at that because it is precious to Christ. It is for us all, each of us in our localities, to prove what the Spirit can be to us and evidence that we are standing firm in one spirit. We speak about organic links one with another; this is the normal way in which things which may cause difficulty can be carried. What is our ability to absorb things which may be a little bit difficult? I think it is in the known power and presence of the Holy Spirit, which promotes a steady carrying, sympathetic, gentle approach in every exercise and further helps us to value our standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings. 

POWER AND PATIENCE 

J. Mitchell 

Exodus 32: 9–14, 20; Numbers 13: 30, 31; 14: 6–10 

Our brother has spoken on demonstration, dear brethren, and I suppose if any of us essay to say a word to the brethren in any meeting the brethren have a right to expect that there should be some demonstration of what is said in the one who says it. Alongside that there are times when you see a need to bring in a certain line of truth amongst the brethren, even though recognizing that formation in it might be somewhat scarce in the one who speaks. That would be in one’s mind this evening in that there is a need to bring before the brethren manhood, and particularly the need for men of power who can influence what is for God, men who are able to act for God in the very worst circumstances when the whole position might seem to be lost. I think there is a need at the present time of such men among the saints in the testimony, in order that what is for God, and what is of God, may be secured and may be stabilized. 

Moses is a remarkable man in that connection; I suppose that, of the Old Testament saints, there was no one like him, and yet he can be used as an example to us to see the kind of person that God can have in His testimony who is able to act for Himself in the midst of the worst kind of circumstances that could come into the history of the testimony. He is a man who came from God Himself. He had been on the mount with God, and that is a very essential thing. He was therefore a man who was influenced by no one. That is something, I believe, that needs to be taken home to us. We are easily influenced by one another, sometimes, thankfully, for good, but sometimes not for good. The need is to be with God and to be prepared to come out from being with God and to act for Him among the saints. The other thing that marks such a person is his love for the saints, and that is another very necessary thing. It has often been said by elder brethren that if we seek in any sense to serve the brethren, the first necessity is to love them, and we are sometimes challenged as to that, as we shall see when we come to Caleb and Joshua. We must love the saints and hold them in relation to divine purpose, not in some sentimental way, but hold the saints in our affections in relation to what they are to God. Think of the divine expenditure represented in the saints, what they have cost God——“the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”. That is something which should always affect us, and as we think of one another we can be thinking of what the saints really mean to God. 

What a proposal God made to Moses here! I wonder sometimes how any of us would react to such a proposal as this. Maybe in our histories it is not one that God has made. Maybe someone else has made it. But think of Moses’ answer to such a proposal, and later on in this chapter he was prepared even to be blotted out. As we know, he was not great enough for that, but nevertheless that was the spirit of the man. The question is, dear brethren, is that spirit to be lacking amongst us at the present time? Or is that spirit to be found among the saints, because I believe that will lay the basis for God to come in in the way of revival among His own, securing what is for His own pleasure. 

So Moses resists that proposal. Just contemplate it for a moment, God saying that He would make of Moses a great nation, and Moses nevertheless refusing that, and holding on to what God had in His own mind, and the promises that He had made, and pleading with Him in relation to that. That brings out another feature which I believe is necessary—our power with God in relation to the saints. I believe there is great scope there, not only among the brothers but among the sisters. A brother was recently among us in the south and gave an address which I think was very needful about the power of prayer and the service of prayer. We need to carry the saints before God at the present time. We should not be concerned so much with our own things but concerned with the welfare of God’s people, and what is for God Himself, and be prepared to labour before God about it. 

That is what comes out in Moses, that he has power with God. He is a prince; he has power with God and with men. His power with God is such that it says, “And Jehovah repented of the evil that he had said”. Think of Him being turned away from what He had in mind by the power of the prayer of a man. I believe, dear brethren, there is great need of this kind of power and this kind of intercession for the saints. Sometimes you feel how little you can do in a public sense, but this is a service that is open to every one of us, the power of intercession with God, and at no time, I would think, in the testimony has intercession been more necessary than now. May we encourage one another on this line. As I say, it is a service that anyone, young, old, man or woman, can take up; it is not confined to a certain section of the brethren. Public service in a certain sense is, but not this service; it is a secret, inward service and how often we have felt the power of it when conditions are, difficult. One often thinks of those dark days of the nineteen-sixties, and some have said, How can you continue in the light of such failure? But think of the prayers of sisters over that period, prayers that really held things for God and gave Him a moral warrant to come in in revival. I believe that is open to us all at the present time, dear brethren, that there should be that service with us. 

Then you find that Moses is a man who has power among the saints. It says, “And he took the calf that they had made, and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed it on the water, and made the children of Israel drink it”—he made them drink it, that is, the bitterness of their sin was brought home to them, and we need to think, dear brethren, of the bitterness of what has come in in the present position among the saints. I think any one who takes any measure of responsibility among the brethren should feel the present conditions and the cause of these conditions, and we should take it home every one to ourselves. Then the brethren can be influenced to feel the bitterness of the sin inwardly. The antidote, the great answer, to that is eating the sin-offering. Alongside drinking this bitter water would be eating the sin-offering, and eating it in a holy place, which is a priestly service and a service that is pleasurable to God. Now Moses’ service was effective, and that is what we need. It is power among the saints to effect things for God. 

When you come to Joshua and Caleb their service in Numbers 13 was not very effective, and that is another side that we may need to look at. We may need to think about that, that sometimes even the finest service may not be effective among the saints. Mr. Taylor said something like that about Daniel’s service to Nebuchadnezzar; it needed God to come in in His disciplinary ways with that great king to effect what He had in mind. There was nothing wrong in Daniel’s service, there was no shortcoming in it, there was no fault with it, but it was not effective. Sometimes we need just to wait on God, to await God’s time. In the meantime, what is to be our conduct? I think it is to go along with the saints. Another thing that Mr. Taylor said was in answer to a brother who asked, If you were the only brother who was right in a meeting, what would you do? Mr. Taylor said; What could you do? Where could you go? You could not go anywhere else, could you? You would just have to go along with your brethren patiently, praying for them that God might bring them round, and always making room in your own mind that maybe they are right and you are the only one that is wrong. I think that was sound advice. 

So Joshua and Caleb went along patiently with the saints. Think of those forty years that they went in the wilderness. Would there have been any recrimination with Joshua and Caleb? Do you think they would ever have said to any one, Well, it was because of your fault that we are in this position; you know we could have been in the land? I do not 

think so; I think they went in the grace of God among the saints. There is a great need, dear brethren, if we are to serve among the saints, to be prepared patiently to go on day by day with them in the state in which they are, without any recrimination, without any murmuring. 

The daughters of Zelophehad in a certain sense are an answer to Caleb and Joshua. That is, that there is desire among the saints, through their service and through their conduct, for that precious land that they speak of. Let us then think of that, dear brethren. Where could you go? Think of those words. Where could a righteous man go at the present time? Of course, you might say. There are plenty of places where you could go. Where could a righteous man go at the present time? Is there any alternative, dear brethren? I say, feelingly, there is no alternative for a righteous man. The only way for a righteous man is to go along with God’s people. They are God’s people, and He is committed to them, and He is going to see them through, and He is going to bring them in to the wonder and glory of His thoughts. My service then, and your service, and the service of all of us, is patiently to go along with them, never giving up what is in our affections as to the wonder of that land that He is bringing us into. 

Well, I think that is effective service among the saints. I feel the need of it at the present time; many of us may feel that we are not up to what has been brought forward, but at any rate it is necessary that the truth is brought before us, that it may raise exercise with us, and that there might be a desire that that kind of manhood might come to light that can act for God, and can hold His people in their affections in the grace and patience of service and love, in view of their coming into the land. May the Lord bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

John 16:7-14 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you. [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: [9] of sin, because they do not believe on me; [10] of righteousness, because I go away to [my] Father, and ye behold me no longer; [11] of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; [4] and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; [5] that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God's power.

Philippians 1:27-28 (JND) [27] Only conduct yourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ, in order that whether coming and seeing you, or absent, I may hear of what concerns you, that ye stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings; [28] and not frightened in anything by the opposers, which is to them a demonstration of destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God;

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (JND) [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

Joshua 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when all the kings of the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard that Jehovah had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel, until they had passed over, that their heart melted, and there was no spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel. [2] At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make thee stone-knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. [3] And Joshua made him stone-knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of Araloth. …

Joshua 5:13 (JND) [13] And it came to pass when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him: Art thou for us, or for our enemies?

John 16:2 (JND) [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God;

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

Exodus 32:9-20 (JND) [9] And Jehovah said to Moses, I see this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. [10] And now let me alone, that my anger may burn against them, and I may consume them; and I will make of thee a great nation. [11] And Moses besought Jehovah his God, and said, Why, Jehovah, doth thy wrath burn against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a strong hand? [12] Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, For misfortune he has brought them out, to slay them on the mountains, and to annihilate them from the face of the earth? Turn from the heat of thine anger, and repent of this evil against thy people! [13] Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou sworest by thyself, and saidst to them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give to your seed, and they shall possess [it] for ever! [14] And Jehovah repented of the evil that he had said he would do to his people. [15] And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, [with] the two tables of the testimony in his hand tables written on both their sides: on this side and on that were they written. [16] And the tables [were] God's work, and the writing was God's writing, engraven on the tables. [17] And Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, and said to Moses, There is a shout of war in the camp. [18] And he said, It is not the sound of a shout of victory, neither is it the sound of a shout of defeat: it is the noise of alternate singing I hear. [19] And it came to pass, when he came near the camp, and saw the calf and the dancing, that Moses' anger burned, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and shattered them beneath the mountain. [20] And he took the calf that they had made, and burned [it] with fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed [it] on the water, and made the children of Israel drink [it].

Numbers 13:30-31 (JND) [30] And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up boldly and possess it, for we are well able to do it. [31] But the men that went up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.

Numbers 14:6-10 (JND) [6] And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of them that searched out the land, rent their garments. [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land. [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey; [9] only rebel not against Jehovah; and fear not the people of the land; for they shall be our food. Their defence is departed from them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. [10] And the whole assembly said that they should be stoned with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting to all the children of Israel.

Numbers 13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Send thou men, that they may search out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel. Ye shall send a man of every tribe of his fathers, each a prince among them. [3] And Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran: according to the commandment of Jehovah, all of them heads of the children of Israel. …



INTERCESSION

W. Dickson 

Amos 7: 1–6 

When our brother was speaking of the power of intercession this scripture came before me. It is a very remarkable instance of what our brother was urging upon us. The prophecy was in a time when God had to move governmentally amongst His people on account of neglect of what was due to Him. He had come in governmentally, and yet—there was a prophet. Amos, with feeling and love for God’s people who would intercede for them. I would like first of all to refer to verse 14, “And Amos answered and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit. And Jehovah took me as I followed the flock, and Jehovah said unto me. Go, prophesy unto my people Israel”. 

Perhaps there is something we should look at in that passage. Amos decried having any official status. In a certain sense there has been a breakdown of what is official, obviously so. 

How is the line of recovery to proceed? Should we not be like Amos? He says, “I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit”. As we would say, he had no status as a minister. Our brother has said you cannot serve the saints unless you love them. A herdman loves his flock, he cares for them, they are not just a lot of animals to him; there is some feeling in a herdman in the way of care. 

Then Amos was a gatherer of sycamore fruit. Well, sycamore fruit is not a very exotic fruit, it is very ordinary fruit. Perhaps the scripture in James 2: 5 would fit, “poor as to the world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom”. Perhaps under pressure in our spirits we might feel the brethren are not very great, hardly worth while serving, but Amos was content to be a gatherer. Now, beloved brethren, are we gatherers? Are we prepared to gather sycamore fruit? Are we prepared to be gatherers in our localities? Amos said he was not a prophet, but I can do something anyway, I can gather sycamore fruit. Then he says, “And Jehovah took me as I followed the flock”, so Peter says, “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, 1 Peter 5: 2. How necessary it is to have these feelings and rid ourselves of official status in ministry, taking certain credentials on account of gift. 

Then another thing is said in verse 7, “Thus did he shew unto me; and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. And Jehovah said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumb-line”. Now, beloved brethren, we want to take sober account of that. The Lord has a plumb-line, and the plumb-line is His standard of things, not ours. No matter the departure of the people. God kept that plumb-line there. I think, in a certain sense, it would be a reference to the Scriptures and the presence of the Holy Spirit. The plumb-line is what God measures things by, and let us, beloved brethren, in our administrative deliberations, never forget that, that the Lord has the plumb-line over the whole situation. 

Then in the verses read a governmental action had taken place, the locusts. These locusts are dreadful things; after they cross over the land there is nothing left, and it says, “it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings”. What suffers most in certain conditions is the service of God, that is the king’s mowings, what is for the divine pleasure. Beloved brethren, let us be concerned that the service of God does not suffer. “And it came to pass, when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small”. What a spirit, beloved brethren! What is the answer? What is the way? What is the solution?—be small, pleasing to God. Can we, beloved brethren—can I say this?—can we afford to be further reduced? It seems to have touched the heart of God that prayer of Amos, for “Jehovah repented for this—It shall not be, said Jehovah”. 

Then there was a fire and it devoured the great deep, and ate up the inheritance. Our brother was exhorting us to go into the land and enjoy the inheritance, here was this governmental act because conditions were not right, the inheritance was being eaten up, but Amos was not content to let it go. Again, “Then said I, O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. Jehovah repented for this—This also shall not be, said the Lord Jehovah”. I just wanted to call attention to this. It was not a long prayer, but oh the feeling of it! “O Lord Jehovah, forgive”—“O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small”. Let these be our feelings, beloved brethren, and if they are the Lord will come in and help His people so that the service of God will be maintained as it should be and matters will be in accord with the plumb-line. Let us not forget the plumb-line; indeed, may the Lord show us it as He did to Amos (Amos 7: 8). 

Words in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
25 December 1984 

 


Scripture references

Amos 7:1-6 (JND) [1] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings. [2] And it came to pass, when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [3] Jehovah repented for this: It shall not be, said Jehovah. [4] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, the Lord Jehovah called to contend by fire; and it devoured the great deep, and ate up the inheritance. [5] Then said I, O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [6] Jehovah repented for this: This also shall not be, said the Lord Jehovah.

James 2:5 (JND) [5] Hear, my beloved brethren: Has not God chosen the poor as to the world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to them that love him?

1 Peter 5:2 (JND) [2] shepherd the flock of God which [is] among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily;

Amos 7:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumb-line. And the Lord said, Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more.



CHRIST TO BE OUR ALL

I. M. Shearer 

John 12: 3; 21: 20–22; Philippians 3: 8, 12–14 

Do we have the courage, the honesty, do we have the willingness, to consider—Is Christ our all? It is easy to accept what He has done for us. The preaching includes what He has done for us, but it includes more than that; it is what He will be for us. God said to Abraham, “I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward”—“I am”! So we joined in a beautiful hymn to the Lord Jesus describing His distinctive glories (Hymn 313). That is calculated every time we sing it, to point up that blessed One to the exclusion of all others. 

Now I want to say, do we have the courage, and do we have the honesty and the willingness to examine whether it is so, that Christ is our all? So I have picked out these three beloved saints as setting out something of that. It is very much in relation to what we spoke of earlier as to the sustaining of the testimony of Christ at the level on which He Himself maintained it, in glory and dignity and power; for that we must be occupied with Christ. 

Well, the first passage is about a dear sister who poured out the ointment; she made everything of Christ. Did it hinder that there was one there who found fault? Did it hinder that there was a betrayer there in their midst? She was undistracted. Oh what a blissful state that is—undistracted! Have you some such experience? Can you remember a time—maybe in the meeting, maybe on your knees—when you were without distraction? 

Were the pressures that were bearing on your life at that moment, the concerns of your family, or in your business, so removed from you that you were conscious of nothing but Christ? Can you remember such a time? This is a picture of such a time, someone occupied with Christ to the exclusion of all else. As a result there was a flowing out which He truly appreciated and the benefit of it filled that house. We would have concern, and surely every responsible Christian would have concern, that the heart of Christ be ministered to. 

Consider this situation—all Jerusalem was preparing for the crucifixion of Christ. Oh the heartlessness of it! The chief priests and their council were premeditating the false accusation of Christ and the apathy of the nation was blindly supporting them. The weakness of the disciples was going to involve He would be left, the sheep scattered and the Shepherd there alone. That is the scene, and there is one soul who feels it, and as taken up with His distinctive beauty she pours her all out for His pleasure. And one said, ‘Ought not the poor to have been considered?’ Think of what is happening around us in the feverish activity of persons concerned about the poor (and, in their place, let us be concerned for such), but who is concerned as to Christ? Who is prepared to pour out this most expensive ointment, solely for the heart of Christ? Do you not think that is a distinctive movement of heart and soul? It is so distinctive that it is marked in Scripture. 

And is it any wonder that the house was filled with the odour of the ointment? Can you conceive, beloved brother and beloved sister, that your devotion and exclusiveness for Christ must have a bearing on the collective position and will be for the benefit of every believer? It may be something secret, something that transpires in your life, something that has gone on in the bedroom, in the office, or out in the workplace, and you have had this blissful experience of being able to minister to the heart of Christ while you were exclusively occupied with Him. I commend that word to you, it is a beautiful word—exclusively occupied with Christ. Something transpires and the whole company benefits. It makes for a good prayer meeting; it makes for a wonderfully powerful ministry meeting: 

“These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him”, John 12: 41. It makes for pointedness in our readings; it makes for glory in the service of God; it makes for attractiveness in the preaching. Would that we could present Christ as this woman would, who was so engaged with Him. We read of John the baptist at the beginning of this book; he spoke of the Lamb of God and his two disciples followed Jesus. Think of the beauty of that; what a way to present Christ! 

Beloved sisters and brothers, young and old, have you had an experience when Christ has meant so much to you that you have been undeterred by criticisms? Consider that when you are on your knees. I trust you find yourself on your knees regularly, and do not be satisfied until you are in communion, when there is not only something emanating from you but there is something flowing into you as you are with divine Persons. It says of Enoch that he walked with God, and the day came when “he was not”. There was no wrench for Enoch because there was no attachment in him to the scene that he walked in. All his attachments were with God and so it was an easy matter for God to translate him out of this scene. Would it be so with us? How tightly are we bound to matters in this scene—even in the area of what is legitimate? Let us examine these things. 

Well, I pass on to John 21. In this case there is a history preceding. Peter had experienced some probings, and we may need to experience some probings. That we come to these meetings for is not just to have a blissfully happy time if there are things to be set right in us. 

So Peter had some probings, and then John comes into his view. John speaks of himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. Now do you know what that points up? It means that John was enjoying it. It was not just a title, it was not just that he was a disciple of the Lord Jesus, but he was a disciple whom He loved. 

You know, we have lots of things to which we are entitled. Every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies is yours; it is your entitlement, but are you enjoying it? And so, beloved young person, you have a Saviour who loves you. He says, “Suffer the little children to come to me; forbid them not”, Mark 10: 14. He wants the little children to come to Him. He is their Saviour and beloved older brother and sister, He is your Saviour. He is yours! As Mary says earlier in the previous chapter, “they have taken away my Lord”. But all that being so, do you enjoy His love? Are you in the present power of it? You cannot leave your room in the morning enjoying His love and find a ready place in this cold, heartless world. You cannot find great pleasure in His love and then immediately find great pleasure in this earth which is but His grave. And so it is a challenge, another challenge. Are we enjoying His love? If we are finding that Christ is greater than all other attractions it will be because we do know that love. In the words of the hymn writer— 

‘Tis the treasure we’ve found in His love 

That has made us now pilgrims below (Hymn 139). 

Are you enjoying His love? We have great privileges; we have one another; and we have enlightenment—a very great privilege—the light that has afforded us understanding of our true position in these very difficult days. But, transcending all that, we have an active Lover to help us. We have One who will take us by the hand and on whose breast we can lean. It is not that we just lie on His breast but we lean on His breast. It is a firm place, a dependable place, a resort. Do you have a hard question? 

Do you want to know the answer? That is the very instance cited here, a question. Who had the answer? So John leaned hard on the breast of his Lover and he secured the answer. Is that not practical? 

In the last passage, in Philippians, is the practical side. We have spoken of some beautiful things. You can well afford just to reflect on Christ in His beauty. Spend time on it, as the psalmist says, “I say what I have composed touching the king”, Psalm 45: 1. A composition means you have considered it. You have put it in the very best way. You have considered it, and you have improved on it and it becomes your composition. So spend time in considering this blessed One, “He is altogether lovely”. In another place it says, referring to the shepherd David, “he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance”, 1 

Samuel 16: 12. There is always something “besides”, in relation to Christ as you think about Him. You will find something further, this will take the place of the temporary pleasures and the transient joys of earth-bound occupation. 

Well now, as we come to this passage we see practical consequences in one so occupied. We know what Paul’s history was, and a very dramatic change was involved in his conversion. 

Paul could say, “that I may gain Christ”, which involves that something else must go. In Paul’s experience he had to 

count things up and put a value on them. Those who teach accountancy do not teach this way of accounting loss—“I count also all things to be loss ...”—nothing salvageable—“and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”. It is what we have been speaking about as to the woman in John 12—she had gained Christ. She had Him; He was hers. So Paul says, “I pursue, if also I may get possession of it”, that is, the prize. There is something yet to be reached. Energy is involved. And, beloved brother and sister, where are your energies going? 

What are you putting your energies into? A fruitless race? A race along with the world, a mindless activity in earthliness? Would that whatever it is that is a distraction could be exposed for our conviction, that we should desist and apply our energies to this worthwhile race. Practically, let us put our mind, our soul and energy into a worthwhile race. 

We get another aspect of pursuing in 2 Timothy 2—we referred to that earlier. In that particular passage you will find out you are not the only one pursuing—“with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart” means you have companions. What a blessed privilege to have our companions! Look at them all! We are not out in the cold alone; we have like-minded persons. Let every one of us carefully assess all that we have before us in our lives, and the way we conduct them, and compare it with— gaining Christ. Spend some time tonight reflecting and just prove what it is as you become occupied with Him. What a reward it is to have the soul filled with the Saviour’s love, to have the mind occupied with Him. 

Now, if the Lord will, we shall come together in the morning (and we should all be presenting ourselves at the Supper; we should be there as self-judged persons) for a calling of Him to mind. 

That is what we assemble for, a calling of Christ to mind (see footnote to 1 Corinthians 11: 24). So that we actively and positively think of Him. Calling Him to mind means your mind is engaged, you are thinking about Him and what He did, where He is and what He is, and love flows. We shall arrive perhaps in our experience at what we read in our first scripture, that the odour filled the house—something for Christ, and all sharing in it. May we all get some impression of what is ours to be currently enjoyed in Christ and may we pursue it to its ultimate end that Christ might be our all, for His own glory. 

Address at Melbourne
18 August 1984 

 


Scripture references

John 12:3 (JND) [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

John 21:20-22 (JND) [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up? [21] Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what [of] this [man]? [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

Philippians 3:8-14 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

John 12:41 (JND) [41] These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Mark 10:14 (JND) [14] But Jesus seeing [it], was indignant, and said to them, Suffer the little children to come to me; forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.

Psalms 45:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.



“PIETY WITH CONTENTMENT”

H. Gill 

‘Mid nature’s realm I cast my wand’ring eye 

(In autumn grand, when all is ripe and mellow) 

Where, growing in profusion, I espy 

Huge stalks of green, with flowers large and yellow. 

The giant sunflower with his golden face 

Turned t’ward the sun (reflecting thus his glory) 

Fills in the flowery world his ordered place 

And forms a background for my simple story. 

Yet the frail lily or the violet sweet 

Upturn their faces to the same sun’s splendour, 

And from the hidden nook of their retreat 

The tribute of their perfume gladly render. 

Why should I then breathe out a single sigh 

Because my place amongst God’s saints is humble? 

If I may walk beneath the Saviour’s eye 

And make straight paths that none o’er me may stumble. 

This humble lot for Him I’ll gladly fill, 

Who came from heaven and won my heart by dying; 

My glory be—the doing of His will; 

My perfume—to His love in love replying. 

1914 

After reading ‘Fragrance for Christ’ in the May 1985 issue, a reader suggested the publication of the above verses on a similar theme—Ed. 

 


THE CHRISTIAN MAIDEN’S GLORY

S. J. B. Carter 

We’re living in a danger zone, 

O Christian maid beware! 

The devil with a cunning tone 

Would have you cut your hair. 

Your hair, your glory, just to think 

That which took years to grow, 

The devil with a crafty wink 

Would lay your glory low. 

That which the angels’ wondering eye 

Deems as subjection sweet, 

That which fond Mary took to dry 

Her blessed Saviour’s feet. 

‘Twas love that touched, that broke her heart, 

Love drew her glory down, 

But greater love, the Saviour’s part, 

He crowned her with renown. 

Let not the devil’s scissors touch 

Thy hair. It is a treasure. 

But keep thy glory, be it such, 

To use it for His pleasure. 

 


LOVE SEEN IN CHRIST AND IN THE SAINTS

P. Buchan 

John 15: 13; Philemon 15, 16 

I feel, dear brethren, that the Lord would use the occasion of the burial of our brother to lift us up into the area of His own love. He says, where we read, “No one has greater love than this ...”, and then in Philemon we have the expression, “above a bondman, a beloved brother”. We are touching the realm of divine affections, what is above, what is spiritually elevated. 

The love of Christ is so great; it has proved itself to be so. He says so touchingly, “No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends”. He has put His hand on our dear brother and taken him to be with Himself. It is a mark of His love; He loved him and died for him, and, having completed His work in him, has taken him. 

The Lord Jesus in John 17: 24 says, “Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”. Those affections which are flowing, and were active before the foundation of the world, have come into this scene to touch our hearts, so that, in the hour of sorrow, beloved, it is that love which flows into this meeting to lift us up, to learn and prove it in a fresh way. Our brother proved it in difficult and suffering circumstances here, and that self-same love is his present portion. What a comfort it is to every one of us here who is in sorrow. 

When we come to Philemon it is to help us to take account of what is “above a bondman”. It is the assessment of a spiritual man, Paul. He is helping Philemon rightly to assess a brother and to lift him up, as it were. We have the unique expression in this epistle, “for love’s sake” 

(Philemon 9); it is the “way of more surpassing excellence”. It is flowing in Paul and was to flow in Philemon, and it is flowing in our hearts here today, so that we can speak of our beloved brother as “above a bondman”. That is what he was, you know, “above a bondman, a beloved brother”. He was that to me, and I have proved his love too. He was a sufferer; his spirit was formed in suffering; he was marked by the spirit of Christ, the spirit of Jesus. 

Let us learn to love and to assess one another rightly, and develop in these affections. I think the Lord would use this occasion today to draw us increasingly together. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. Drummond Wallace, Glasgow
19 February 1985 

 


Scripture references

John 15:13 (JND) [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends.

Philemon 1:15-16 (JND) [15] for perhaps for this reason he has been separated [from thee] for a time, that thou mightest possess him fully for ever; [16] not any longer as a bondman, but above a bondman, a beloved brother, specially to me, and how much rather to thee, both in [the] flesh and in [the] Lord?

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Philemon 1:9 (JND) [9] for love's sake I rather exhort, being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also prisoner of Jesus Christ.



EXTRACT

To make much of one’s own errors and as little as righteously possible of those of others is a safe motto. If one is personally an object of attack to be as a deaf man that hears not and one in whose mouth there is no reproof is the lead the Lord gives us. 

J. Taylor (‘Letters’ Vol. 1, p.460) 
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