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“I LOVE THE FATHER”


John 14:31 (“I love the Father”)

The Lord Jesus is the Model and the Example for us.  And He is more than that, so that if we have been considering the way in which He could say these words “I love the Father”, it must be far beyond anything that we could take on our lips.  How great, how grand it is that Someone who was personally God, but now having come into that place in manhood, but also acclaimed as the Son, should speak in this way to the Father, and say, “I love the Father”.  But still, He is an example for us and I would suggest to you that He is an example for you and for me in these very words.  I would suggest that it would be something for each one of us to take upon our lips, “I love the Father”.  Think of the wonder of the fact that we have this relationship.

I would firstly address the little children, because little children are particularly addressed in Scripture about this.  In John’s first epistle he says to them, “I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father”, 1 John 2:13.  So there you are, little children, there is a portion in Scripture that is addressed to you.  No doubt everyone who has grown up has an increased appreciation of it, but it is for you, that this Person, who is God over all, is prepared to be towards you as a Father, in all the blessedness of what a true Father is.  So that means that any day, any hour, any moment, whether in a happy time or sad time, or when you have a problem, you can turn to Him, and you can speak to Him.  The Father is always there for you, always ready to listen to little children.  It is for you.  Grasp hold of that, and in grasping hold of it you will begin to love this glorious Person, the Father.  I would commend that to you, little children; it is a scripture for you and it relates to this glorious Person.

We have spoken of the way in which the Lord Jesus could speak to the Father, and is our Example.  He is more than our Example, of course.  There are some ways in which the Father’s affection was shown to the Lord Jesus which are different from the way in which that affection for us is known, for example in response to our need.  But we can look to the Father, and say, ‘I love the Father’, when we consider three things, I would suggest.  Firstly, “He...has not spared his own Son”, Rom.8:32.  Because of you and because of me, the Father has not spared His own Son so that we should be secured for Him.  Secondly, as suggested in the scripture in John, God has set Himself in relation to you as Father.  That is very wonderful; how great and majestic He is.  God, in His glory and His majesty, has set Himself in relation to you as Father, so that you should be one of His children and one of His sons.  How blessed that is.  John speaks of the wonder of it: “See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God”, 1 John 3:1.  How much that would stimulate our hearts to say, ‘I love the Father’, to the One who has brought me into this family, and into this relationship.  The third thing that I would draw your attention to is that He has given the Holy Spirit.  These things would stimulate our affections in relation to the Father, for they involve all three Persons of the Godhead.  I think that it is a wonderful thing for every one of us to grasp, that all three Persons of the Godhead are in relation to us; that the Father “has not spared his own Son”, that the Holy Spirit has been given to us, and that the Father would set Himself in relation to us, as Father.  How wonderful this is.  That is the kind of God that we have to do with.

Now, I trust that, as we were conversing earlier about the Lord Jesus and His relations with the Father, there was something stimulated in every heart.  If the Lord Jesus could say, “I love the Father”, and was in such relationship with the Father, then you should desire to take these words on your lips, ‘I love the Father’.  Think of the way that the Father was in relation to the Son.  Much of it is beyond us in all its detail and all its fulness; the Father in relation to the Son will indeed be our eternal occupation.  But we can think of the way in which the Father received the Son into His bosom, gave Him that place of repose as He went through the whole of His pathway here, the repose that there was in the bosom of the Father.  As you think of that as a wonderful fact, I would suggest to you that it is a reason for you to say, ‘I love the Father’.  Day by day in that pathway of perfection that we have spoken of, there was the Lord Jesus going His way and there was the Father, in His care and affection, going with Him.  How beautiful it was, particularly in these days between the mount of transfiguration and the cross, that there was that communion and joy of the Father with the Son.

We referred earlier to the Hebrew bondman (Exod.21:1-6).  The Hebrew bondman was prepared to commit himself; “I love my master” would correspond in the Old Testament type to “I love my Father”.  So the bondman says “I love my master”, and then, what does the master do?  It says “then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the doorpost”.  Think of these steps.  Christ, as prefigured in the bondman, says in principle, ‘I am committing Myself to that way.  I am not going to go free.  I am going to go on to the cross to fulfil the will of God’.  So that, on the mount of transfiguration, He was speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem (Luke 9:31).  The Father went with Him.  Does that raise affection in your heart for the Father, that all the way, as far as He could go, the Father was with Jesus?  We could say carefully that there was a point at which the enjoyment of that relationship could no longer continue because the Lord Jesus had to take on our liability and be made sin for us.  But thinking of that bondman; he and the master went as far as the door, where his ear was pierced through with an awl.  In going to the cross, the Lord Jesus had the Father with Him.  You can see that in the type of Genesis 22, the two of them going together as far as they could go.  The Lord Jesus had the comfort and the encouragement and the stimulation of the Father’s company throughout what we sing of as those closing scenes of anguish (Hymn 298), as far as the Father could go.  How wonderful.  We can see that, on the cross, the Lord Jesus could address Him in that way as Father; “Father, forgive them”, Luke 23:34.  He had the Father to listen to Him; He had the Father to understand His feelings and affection up to that time.  We must distinguish a time when the Son could no longer be in the enjoyment of the fulness and blessedness of the Father’s nearness, but the Father went as far as He could go.  Our hearts would go out to the Father who went with Jesus in that way, as far as He could go.

Then we think of the Lord Jesus having endured everything for us, having borne these things.  The answer in its fulness to what Christ had done could only be in resurrection, but the Father was there, and the Father was active.  You think of that, these three days and three nights that the Lord was in the heart of the earth.  That is where His body was.  But where was His spirit?  For these three days and three nights, His spirit was in the Father’s hands.  His spirit was held by the Father in affection during that time.  He had said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”, Luke 23:46.  How wonderful are the Father’s affections.  As you look at the way in which the Father acted there, does that not stimulate in you the desire to say, ‘I love the Father’, as answering in affection to the Father who has done so much for His beloved Son.

Men, of course, would have put the Lord’s body in a criminal’s grave, in a common grave.  They reckoned this Man as worthless.  Was the Father going to allow that?  No, there was care needed for that body, we would reverently say, and the Father provided it in Joseph of Arimathæa (John 19:38), who was available to care for, to protect, the body of Jesus.  Was that a natural impulse?  It was beyond a natural impulse.  Think of the reproach involved in asking for the body of Someone who men regarded as a criminal on a cross; anyone would have shrunk from that.  But here was someone who knew that it was a Man in perfection who had been there on the cross, who had some inkling of that, and Joseph was moved to do it.  The Father ensured that the Lord Jesus was cared for, and His body wrapped in the linen cloth.  And then, the three days and three nights being past, we see Mary, in a provision of divine affection, in her fervency and desire, in her love for her Master, getting there to the tomb as early as she could (John 20).  But the Father was there first.  At the first possible moment that He could be, the Father was there.  Jesus was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.  When you think of it, and the Father’s activity there, you say, ‘I love the Father;  I love the Father who has done so much for His beloved Son; I love the Father who has secured everything for Christ’.

Then as His disciples gathered over the next few days, what must they have thought?  They did not have a full apprehension of what He had secured for them, but they must have thought, ‘This is the Victor; here is the One who is victorious over death, over the grave.  What does He deserve?’  Do you sometimes ask yourself, ‘What could we give Him, what could we secure for Christ?’  You might say that anything that we could give Him is far, far less than He deserves.  But the Father has done it for us.  The Father has done it for Himself too, of course, in raising Him, carrying Him up to heaven and giving Him the place of the greatest and the highest honour on His throne.  We are in the closing part of the dispensation that has been characterised by the fact that the Father is there and the Son is with Him on His throne, and blessing has emanated because of that.  It would raise your hearts, would stimulate them, so that you would say, ‘I love the Father, the Father who has given Him that place’.  

The Lord Jesus had asked in relation to the Holy Spirit being given, and in answer to that request of the Son, the Holy Spirit had been given.  Think of the Spirit as given, in that way.  There are various ways in which you can look at the coming of the Spirit.  He has come in His own sovereign right, as we have said, but think of Him given as the Father’s answer to the request of the Son.  He was poured out and He is here, He has operated in you and in me to draw you, to cause each one of us to be responsive, to say, ‘I love the Father’.

Well, that is in relation to Christ, but think of it in relation to yourself.  How wonderful it is to think of the way in which the Father is active towards you.  He is active towards you as a Father in His affections, and that comes out well in the Scriptures.  It comes out in Luke’s gospel chapter 15; it is very beautiful, and we know it well.  Think of the Father in relation to you!  Each one of us would have had the experience of Luke’s gospel chapter 15.  If you are a believer at all, you would know of the Father’s feelings towards you.  Think of how, in the parable, the father, “while he was yet a long way off” (v.20), had his eye upon his son.  You have known that, have you not?  When you were a long way off, when you were far from Him, the Father’s eye was upon you.  Something moved you in your spirit that you should return, and your Father’s eyes were upon you from that moment of turning.  Your heart would go out in affection to Him, as the One who viewed you in that way.  But then, the father is prepared to run; how wonderful that is.  If you think about it in the literality, it must have been quite a sight, the father running.  That is the affection that the Father has towards you, that as you turn, He would run, He would let you understand His appreciation that you have taken a step towards Him.  Perhaps there are some persons here, perhaps it is you, who have made a step towards Him and should take more, should be more committed.  Well, the Father is towards you; His eye is upon you and He will run.  He is ready to kiss you and to embrace you and to assure you of the depth and fulness of His affection for you.  And so in the parable, the younger son comes in and he says, as it were, ‘I have a plan, I have some terms on which I will come back and look a bit humble, I will be a hired servant’.  But the father says, ‘No, you are not coming in on your terms, you will come in on my terms.  You are not going to come in as just a servant, because the servant goes out again.  You will come in to my presence and place in the full blessedness of being one of the sons’.  

How wonderful that is.  That is the way in which the Father has taken you in, and you respond, do you not?  Your heart goes out to that One.  You say, ’I love the Father, the Father who has taken me in on His own terms’.  You are there before Him, kissed, embraced in the affection of the Father, and dressed suited to Him.  You are dressed in the worth of Christ, clothed in the best robe.  How wonderful the best robe is, dressed in the worth of Christ.  How fine to be for the Father.  Have you thought of the way in which He has secured you in the glad tidings and given you that place and embraced you?  Have you turned to Him in affection, have you loved the Father because He has embraced you and given you the best robe?  The Father Himself has assured you of divine affection in that ring on your hand.  The Father Himself has given you the liberty of His house and the sandals on your feet.  How wonderful it is!  You might say, ‘That is fine, what could be better?’; and God would say, ‘Here is something better for you.  You are going to share My appreciation of Christ, of that blessed One’.  “Bring the fatted calf and kill it”; they are all going to join in the appreciation of the glory and the majesty of the Lord Jesus.  It is not just your appreciation of Him as your Saviour, although that is wonderful, but it is the Father’s thoughts of His own Son.  How wonderful!  The Father has these things for you.

I want to refer to one other scripture because it is a scene that is eternal in its character: it is something that will continue in our spirits and thoughts, and, in response to its fulness and outshining, our love for the Father will be drawn out eternally.  I refer to Ephesians 1, where the apostle addresses them, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; according as he has chosen us in him before the world’s foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love” (vv. 3,4).  If we can use four words in John’s gospel for an address, you could take any two words from that scripture and have an address on them, because they are wonderful, they are full and they are expansive.  We can only touch very briefly on the glory of what is there.  It begins with an appreciation that you were chosen before the world’s foundation, before this whole scene was in existence.  We know very little about it, but we know that love was there because the Lord said, “thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”, John 17:24.  Love was there.  We know that glory was there because there was a glory that was before the world’s foundation.  But you were there in the thoughts of God before the world’s foundation.  How wonderful that is!  Does it not move your heart in affection to the Father that before anything existed here in this scene, you were there in divine choice?  You might think there could be nothing better: but God chose you in Him, because the Father had a Man in mind, a Man of perfection and glory, the Lord Jesus, the Son of His love.  So, if you are chosen, you are chosen in Him.  How wonderful.  

We see in the previous verse that the Father has blessed us.  In the Old Testament, there were plenty of persons who would have been pleased to say, ‘God has blessed us’.  They were, and it was fine, but now the Father has a greater thought.  The present dispensation and the present place of the Lord Jesus in ascension means that there is something more, something greater.  He has not just blessed us.  You might quite like it if there were a few natural blessings, but He does not have that in mind for you: He has spiritual blessings for you.  Here?  Yes, in a degree here, but things that are here might be lost.  So they are secured; they are “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies”.  And again, they are in Christ: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”!  

What more can you say than that about the love of the Father?  He has done all this, “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”.  So, remember that you were chosen, and then remember that you are blessed, and the Father is blessing in fulness.  Then you get one of Paul’s little phrases that stimulates the heart; he says, “according as”, and you see that the choosing and the blessing coalesce exactly.  The fact that you are blessed now corresponds precisely with that choosing before the world’s foundation.  How wonderful, how blessed it is.  You can see how this stimulates the heart of the apostle and he moves forward in it as he says, “having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”, Eph.1:5,6.  You see the fulness and the blessedness that this One is the Father’s Beloved, and He is the One in whom you are taken into blessing.  It is to stimulate your heart towards the One who is God’s Beloved, and to stimulate your heart towards the Father, so that you might say, 'If He has blessed me in that way, I love the Father’.  

Beloved, I commit these things to you.  May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Grangemouth

16 May 2015

D.C. Brown

 


Scripture references

John 14:31 (JND) [31] but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence.

1 John 2:13 (JND) [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

1 John 2:13 (JND) [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 John 3:1 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not.

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Luke 9:31 (JND) [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

John 19:38 (JND) [38] And after these things Joseph of Arimathaea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly through fear of the Jews, demanded of Pilate that he might take the body of Jesus: and Pilate allowed it. He came therefore and took away the body of Jesus.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Ephesians 1:5-6 (JND) [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:



BEING MAINTAINED IN LIFE IN RELATION TO THE TRUTH


Genesis 26:12-22

I hesitate to speak, dear brethren, because I feel my grasp of what has been laid on my heart is very limited.  There have been two thoughts running through my mind while here in Dundee, and one of them has been an interest in the recovery of the saints to the truth.  There have been persons in this area, going back in the testimony, who have suffered for it and have given their lives for it.  I would encourage us all to be acquainted with that history.  I think it is very necessary.  It is very easy, and I speak from experience, to be acquainted with tradition, but I believe what is needed is that we know what it is to be maintained livingly in relation to the truth.  I read here in Genesis, because in my mind there is a link between the unstopping of the wells that we read of, and the way in which the saints have been recovered to the truth.  How much of the truth got buried over the years.  I was thinking, as we sang that hymn (279), of the latter days of the dark ages when it was written.  We can be thankful that there were persons who lived in those times who had impressions of Christ:

‘Jesus! the very thought of Thee

   With sweetness fills the breast;’

What a blessed impression Bernard of Clairvaux had of the Lord Jesus, and his hymn is left with us in the testimony to this day; we can be thankful for it.

Then I was thinking that there were different facets of the truth recovered over the centuries, and it is interesting to trace what I believe was the divine hand over it.  In this part of the chapter where I have read, we have Isaac as a type of Christ.  In the preceding section, we would have to view Isaac as a type of the believer, because of the way in which failure came in, but I felt encouraged to think of Isaac as being a type of Christ here because it says of him that Isaac “received in the same year a hundredfold”.  Think of what Christ has secured – one hundredfold!  There is no thought of any falling short with Him and that is to be an encouragement to us.  Then too there is the way in which Isaac “became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great”.  The type falls short of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is to have the first place in all things in our lives, in our hearts, in our affections.  Christ is greater than the type that we have here, and yet I believe that there are features which correspond with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Isaac was in the country of the Philistines at the time, or on the borders of it, and we find that envy came in.  In the course of the history of the church, going back to the early days when the church was seen in pristine conditions, there were elements of envy that arose among persons who were not in the gain of the truth, of the blessedness of Christ as ascended on high, and all that flowed out of that – the church, His body here in this scene.  There was that which came in which obscured the truth, and was contrary to the truth.  I think that would link with what the Philistines did here in this scripture where we read of the blocking of the wells.  What had been established of God was being blocked; the access to it was blocked.  How essential it is, dear brethren, that access to the wells might be open, that the flock of God might be watered and might be sustained here in the scene of testimony.  It is an essential matter and a needed matter, but we find here that the Philistines blocked the wells.  We know that the Philistine represents the mind of man operating in the things of God.  I find that very searching; I take it home to myself.  How easy it is for my mind to become active and to seek to enter upon the things of God, but it is not to be so.  We need to know what it is, dear brethren, to get back to these wells of water, get back to the origin and to know what it is to drink of the pure line of truth.

And so we have in verse 18 that “Isaac dug again the wells of water that they had dug in the days of Abraham his father”.  Again, looking at Isaac as a type of Christ, I was thinking of the importance of any recovery being set on by the Lord Himself and by Him alone, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  If it is set on in any other way, it will not be prospered, but oh dear brethren, we can take account of the way in which divine Persons in their grace have operated in the recovery of believers to the truth.  The truth has stood throughout the centuries since Christ was here, and will ever stand, on account of who God is and on account of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We read on Lord’s day where our Lord Jesus could say “I am … the truth”, John 14:6.  It is in that blessed One, but to think of Him setting on and leading this activity.  Then too there is the side of the servants entering into it, and I believe it comes down to our own day.  It is not just a historical thing to read of persons who translated the Scriptures into the common tongue so that we can read them.  How we ought to thank God for their labours.  Then there were persons such as Martin Luther and the exercises they went through: what he went through, the exercises in that monk’s cell and the extreme pressure of circumstances that he was under, but the truth of justification by faith was recovered.  These things are all part of the recovery of believers to the truth.  How far back it goes and how extended over so many years! 

I believe that we need to know what it is to dig those wells ourselves and to take the exercise up ourselves in these days in which we are.  It is not sufficient that we should be merely following in our parents’ footsteps, but to know what it is to have a real living link with divine Persons, in hollowing out these wells again.  So we read here of the way in which Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and they found there a well of springing water.  I believe they would represent us, and those who have gone before in the course of the testimony.  It took me to what the Lord Jesus could speak about in John 4 to the woman there, that “whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life” (v.14).  Think of the gift of the Holy Spirit, and what He can be to us as seeking out these things.  There will be exercise; we get reference to exercise here, the way in which there was strife.  But to think of the divine objective to bring persons through, to bring Isaac and the servants through to this place where they did not strive, to reach a point where there is that secured where the saints can be in rest.  What a blessed prospect is before us!  I believe that at the present time, there is exercise that we might know what it is, each one for ourselves individually, to dig those wells.  It is important that we have an understanding of the history of the testimony; I would encourage each one of us to have that.  The apostle Paul could say to Timothy, “Have an outline of sound words”, 2 Tim.1:13.  How we need it, dear brethren.  It would help us and keep us as under the hand of Christ and under the hand of the Holy Spirit.

May we be encouraged in these things, and may the Lord use what has been said for our encouragement, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

4 August 2015

A. Alexander

 


Scripture references

Genesis 26:12-22 (JND) [12] And Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold; and Jehovah blessed him. [13] And the man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great. [14] And he had possessions of flocks, and possessions of herds, and a great number of servants; and the Philistines envied him. [15] And all the wells that his father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines stopped them and filled them with earth. [16] And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go from us; for thou art become much mightier than we. [17] And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his camp in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. [18] And Isaac dug again the wells of water that they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and that the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham; and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. [19] And Isaac's servants dug in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. [20] But the shepherds of Gerar strove with Isaac's shepherds, saying, The water is ours. And he called the name of the well Esek, because they had quarrelled with him. [21] And they dug another well, and they strove for that also; and he called the name of it Sitnah. [22] And he removed thence and dug another well; and they did not strive for that. And he called the name of it Rehoboth, and said, For now Jehovah has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

2 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus.



THE MAINTENANCE OF THE TESTIMONY


1 Kings 17:7-9,14-16

To link on with what our brother has been saying, I think a prominent feature of the present testimony is maintenance.  That is what is said here, “I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee”.  Elijah knew that he needed to be maintained and it is amazing that God had had to do with this woman. “I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee”, so she must have had her own relations with God and God had commanded her to maintain Elijah.  I think that in our day, it is not so much the opening up of what we might call fresh truth, but the maintenance of what has been recovered which is very important.  Paul was concerned about that in Acts 20 when he committed the elders to God. “I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and give to you an inheritance among all the sanctified”, Acts 20:32.  Paul was concerned that what the Lord had given through him should be maintained.  We know that at Ephesus there was a falling away, because they left their fresh affection for Christ, but Paul committed them to God and to the word of His grace.  Then the word to Philadelphia speaks of a time of recovery, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, Rev 3:11.  That is like maintaining what the Lord has recovered, in freshness and love for Christ, feeling the need of Him; “hold fast what thou hast”.

I read this verse about how the “meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail”.  These two things were what were used to maintain Elijah, who was, you might say, the vessel of the testimony at that time.  So the testimony was to be maintained by the meal in the barrel and the oil in the cruse.  The meal in the barrel would speak of the Lord Jesus, of His humanity, His manhood.  It does not say fine flour.  We can think of the Lord Jesus as the fine flour mingled with oil; that is the different moral features which were all perfectly blended in the Lord Jesus.  But this is meal.  In Numbers chapter 5, in relation to the trial of jealousy, the wife’s offering was barley-meal (Num.5:15), speaking of the Lord Jesus.  We can think of Him in that way; where there might have been unfaithfulness, the Lord Jesus was marked by faithfulness.  I think that gives an indication of the meal as speaking to us of the Lord Jesus.  How faithful the Lord Jesus was here; in every connection, He was faithful to God, true to God.  He says “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17:4).  Therefore there is a need for us to feed on the Lord Jesus, on His fidelity and faithfulness.  How He was tested!  How the religious element tested the Lord Jesus, dogged His steps all the time.  And yet He was faithful, bringing out precious truth even in the face of opposition, holding on to what was true and right.  I think that one element of the maintenance of the truth is faithfulness and fidelity, and that is learned in the Lord Jesus.  As we feed on Him, as we appreciate that feature in Him, it is formed in ourselves.  So “the meal in the barrel shall not waste”.  There is what is inexhaustible in Christ that we can continually feed on.  He is a Model for us in every way.  

Then “neither shall the oil in the cruse fail”.  How inexhaustible a resource there is in the Holy Spirit.  The only way in which the truth can really be maintained in freshness and power is in dependence, individually and collectively, on the Holy Spirit.  The truth will therefore be maintained.  The Lord Jesus is the truth, as our brother was saying, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life”, John 14:6.  And the Spirit is the truth; it has often been said that He would help us to be formed in the truth in a subjective way.  That is how the testimony is really maintained, by formation in us by the Spirit and then our holding things; “Keep, by the Holy Spirit … the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Tim.1:14.  

I thought to draw attention to these two things, the meal in the barrel and the oil in the cruse.  Neither of them will fail.  May we prove them for ourselves, and may the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

4 August 2015

G.B. Grant

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 17:7-16 (JND) [7] And it came to pass after a while that the torrent dried up, for there had been no rain in the land. [8] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [9] Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. [10] And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. [11] And she went to fetch [it], and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. [12] And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. [14] For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! [15] And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. [16] The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:32 (JND) [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Numbers 5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by a dead person: [3] both male and female shall ye put out; outside the camp shall ye put them, that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell. …

Numbers 5:15 (JND) [15] then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her, a tenth part of an ephah of barley-meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an oblation of jealousy, a memorial oblation, bringing iniquity to remembrance.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.



GRACE FOR SEASONABLE HELP


1 Peter 4:10;  Acts 18:24-28;  20:9-12;

Galatians 2:11,12;  Hebrews 4:16

I have been impressed with this scripture in Peter’s epistle since Lord’s day, especially by this expression, “good stewards of the various grace of God”. I was thinking about what that would mean and how it would apply.  First of all, we can think of what stewards are.   They are persons who have been given something to look after, but not only that, but also to use it wisely and use it properly.  How much can every believer say that we have been recipients of divine grace!  Think of the many different ways in which grace has been shown us.  Not only mercy, saving us from judgment and giving us relief, but grace brings us into wonderful blessing.  It brings us into association with Christ and the knowledge of Him as the Son of God, then into the joy of sonship, the liberty of being in the Father’s presence as worshippers, knowing Christian fellowship.  What boundless grace has been shown to us!  In this passage, grace would come down to what is very practical indeed, knowing that we have been given the means whereby we can help one another, ministering to one another, being hospitable.  How practical grace is and that is what this scripture made me think of.  Our brother has spoken of love, and grace really shows the workability of love, the adaptability of it.  It applies in every circumstance, every situation.  I do not think there is any situation in which the believer might be where grace does not apply.  What a wonderful gift it is!  So we are to be good stewards of it, “the various grace of God”.  I was interested in that expression.  It would suggest that grace applies in so many different ways, it applies in every department of the believer’s life.  Whether in difficult circumstances or whether in happy circumstances, grace applies.

I read about these examples in the Acts of the Apostles.  We might look at them as examples where the various grace of God was being distributed by persons.  Aquila and Priscilla first of all came into contact with this man, Apollos, “an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures” and “instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus”.  What a person he would have been, but there was some limitation with him in “knowing only the baptism of John”.  There was something further that he could learn, something more that he could understand, not only to know the baptism of John but to know more about the person of the Lord Jesus.  In the way Aquila and Priscilla acted, they were really being stewards of the grace of God.  They chose in love how they were going to approach this situation.  There was exactly what was needed and provided in grace to be able to deal with this situation.  They did not correct Apollos publicly in the synagogue.  Perhaps if they had done that, they might have offended the brother, they might have caused him to be lost to the testimony.  Think of the skill they used; it has been said that love is the most skilful of all things1.  These believers took Apollos to them and “unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”.  Grace would love to operate in nearness; it would not operate at a distance.  In our relations with one another, it is good to get alongside someone in love, to get near to the person.  I feel the test of that; they “took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”.  So righteousness was upheld.  We may sometimes think of grace as being compromise, but that is never so.  Grace and truth was perfectly seen in the Lord Jesus, subsisting in that One.  Think of Him being “full of grace and truth”, John 1:14.  Aquilla and Priscilla knew that there was adjustment needed by this brother, but they did it in a way that dignified him, it lifted him up, it helped him.  How valuable Apollos was; it says that he “with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ”.  How effective grace is; it lifts persons up, it secures persons.  It has been said that if we take care of the principles, God will take care of the people2, but in that same address, Mr Taylor also said ‘Holding the truth in love is the great thing.  If you do that you will not let the people go’3.  Think of the love that Aquila and Priscilla had not only for the truth, but for this man Apollos, a believer.  They saw how precious he was, how useful he was going to be in the testimony.  Beloved, let us be like that.

Paul too, in Acts 20, acted in grace.  Grace does more than is required, grace goes above and beyond that.  It does not just meet righteousness, it goes further than that because love is behind it.  So this youth, sitting at the window, was overpowered by sleep.  You might say it was not wilfulness; perhaps it was weakness, perhaps there was something that had distracted him.  Perhaps his affections were not so tightly bound to the Lord Jesus or to what Paul was speaking of as they should have been, and in weakness he was overpowered.  How like that we often are, I certainly know that myself.  “But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding him in his arms”.  There it was, grace moving to act in nearness; Paul “enfolding him in his arms, said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him”.  Grace would always preserve life.  Think of the valuation which Paul had of this youth.  You might wonder why he should have been interested; someone else could have been sent down to look after Eutychus while Paul continued to discourse.  No, Paul valued the person and he went down and recovered him; he did it personally.  “And they brought away the boy alive, and were no little comforted”.  When grace acts, not only is the situation recovered or adjustment brought in but there is something added for the glory of God.  They were “no little comforted”; what joy there is in seeing the results of grace because grace is an active matter.  Sometimes we might think we are showing grace just by being passive about a situation and letting something go.  This example of Eutychus shows that that is not the case.  How active and how ready Paul was to move.

I wondered about this scripture in Galatians when Peter came to Antioch, and Paul withstood him to the face.  I think it was love that was behind Paul doing this.  It was not because he had something against Peter, it was not because he wanted to expose him.  It was because he loved him and he wanted to secure him.  Perhaps we think of grace as being tolerance, but that is not true.  As we have said, there is no compromise, but it is done in such a way that Peter is indeed secured.  How Peter could write in his epistle of “our beloved brother Paul”, 2 Pet.3:15.  What a result there must have been.  Think of the respect that Paul would have had for Peter.  Earlier on it says “and I remained with him fifteen days”, Gal.1:18.  What matters they would have spoken of, what they would have conversed over as to the person of the Lord Jesus.  Paul would have respected Peter, an older brother as I suppose Peter would have been.  Yet Paul was faithful.  There is a proverb “Open rebuke is better than hidden love” (Prov.27:5) which has been linked with this scripture4.  The matter of faithfulness is important, like the “wounds of a friend”, Prov.27:6.  Paul loved Peter and valued him, and knew what he was able to do in ministry, but Paul acted in this way.  I think that we can see grace in the way in which Paul did it, so that Peter was secured.

If we are to be stewards of grace and if we are to apply it in the various circumstances in which we find ourselves, we first need to receive it.  That is why I thought of the “throne of grace” in Hebrews, because that is where we find it.  We receive mercy there, and we find “grace for seasonable help”.  I linked that in my mind with the “various grace of God”.  There is variety associated with the different seasons; there are the cold seasons and there are the warm seasons.  There are times of joy but also times of difficulty; there is not exactly the same requirement in each circumstance.  In Christianity, there is not always an exact prescription.  In the Old Testament and under the law, there was something particular prescribed for almost every situation.  I think grace is what we look to use in Christianity, grace reigning through righteousness so that the Spirit would help us to discern how to act and when, in different circumstances.  Grace will always apply, and I thought of the importance of how, if we are to act in grace, we must first know what it is to approach the throne of grace and know the One who is on it, the One who would always have an attitude of grace towards us.  Think of the Lord Jesus in His perfect grace always.  So let us frequent the throne of grace, let us go there and find this “grace for seasonable help”, not only for ourselves but if a situation arises where grace is needed, let us find the answer at the throne of grace so that we can apply this various grace of God.

May we be helped in it and may the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

7 July 2015

J. Speirs

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 4:10 (JND) [10] each according as he has received a gift, ministering it to one another, as good stewards of [the] various grace of God.

Acts 18:24-28 (JND) [24] But a certain Jew, Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures, arrived at Ephesus. [25] He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John. [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly. [27] And when he purposed to go into Achaia, the brethren wrote to the disciples engaging them to receive him, who, being come, contributed much to those who believed through grace. [28] For he with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Acts 20:9-12 (JND) [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Galatians 2:11-12 (JND) [11] But when Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him to [the] face, because he was to be condemned: [12] for before that certain came from James, he ate with [those of] the nations; but when they came, he drew back and separated himself, fearing those of [the] circumcision;

Hebrews 4:16 (JND) [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

2 Peter 3:15 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him,

Galatians 1:18 (JND) [18] Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter, and I remained with him fifteen days;

Proverbs 27:5 (JND) [5] Open rebuke is better than hidden love.

Proverbs 27:6 (JND) [6] Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are profuse.



EXTRACT – SERVICE AND SUFFERING


One would like to encourage the young people who have been brought to the Lord and who have a desire to serve Him, by saying that the Lord will not send you out without your having experienced what is in your own heart, as well as knowing the One whom you would serve … Peter was being prepared for service (Luke 5:1-11), but the Lord would not take him up apart from a real knowledge of himself, yea, not until he had learned his own heart, otherwise he could not rightly serve the Lord.  How needful it is to learn our own hearts in this way, in order to serve.  The Lord desires to make use of every one of us, but he would have us learn that we are sinful.  So immediately Peter comes to the consciousness of his own sinfulness and confesses it, the Lord says to him, “Fear not, henceforth thou shalt be catching men”.  In like manner, the Lord has a special call and a special way of educating each one called to His service.

The scripture at the end of John’s gospel (John 21:18-22) gives the public restoration of Peter.  He had passed through a good deal of bitter experience, in which he had learned more of the deceitfulness and sinfulness of his own heart, in that he failed very grievously even to the extent of denying the Lord.  But the Lord comes in and fully restores him, and thus gives a fresh touch of His love to Peter’s heart.  He then indicates to him a fresh sphere of service – shepherding the sheep, feeding the lambs.  But the Lord also brings in another thing, and that is the path of suffering.  I do not know if we are all prepared to accept this … It is a path that has been marked out for us by the Lord Himself … It is not a path of our own choosing, but one into which we are divinely called.  The Lord indicates it to Peter when he says “… when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire.  But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God”.

There is to be glory to God in the path of suffering into which we are called.  John’s gospel is full of it, and one would like to have the power now in one’s soul, and also to see that what we have been called into at the very beginning of our soul’s history is what we shall be proved and tested in, up to the very end.  The Lord’s work will stand in the most severe kind of testing.  Peter goes through the fire, and many of the saints have passed through the fire of suffering also, but it only brings out what is truly of God in us, and so what will glorify God.  Look how much is said of the glory of God in John’s gospel.  A man is born blind (John 9:2,3) … it was for the glory of God.  Lazarus was allowed to die, but it was to work out for the glory of God ...

One delights in the thought of being found, in any measure, for the glory of God.  We can thank Him when the saints are conscious of the peculiar place that this calling has set us in – the place of testimony here, as sustaining that which is to glorify God.  Are we all prepared to take it up? … Peter was a failing man, and the Lord seems to use most of his history for our instruction.  It says “Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast … Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what of this man?”  Why did Peter thus enquire concerning John, who had that peculiar place of nearness in the bosom of Jesus, and whose feet are now following Jesus?  Later, his lips bore the sweetest testimony to the blessedness and greatness of Jesus.  Whose lips, or whose pen even, unfolded such glories of the Son of God as did John’s?  So the Lord answers Peter, “If I will that he abides until I come, what is that to thee?  Follow thou me.”  The Lord would thus encourage us to become followers of Himself as answering to His call … Peter and John, together in service … are seen as individually following the Lord.

It is of great encouragement to us to know that the Lord has called us to serve and to suffer, as seen in Peter, also to know that He would bring us into the light of the glory of His Person as seen in John, whose ministry is to abide until the Lord come, remembering that if there is suffering there is also glory to God secured through it.  May the Lord encourage us all to take this path.

F. Murchie, from Notes of Readings in New York

and Other Ministry 1934
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Scripture references

Luke 5:1-11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. [4] But when he ceased speaking, he said to Simon, Draw out into the deep [water] and let down your nets for a haul. [5] And Simon answering said to him, Master, having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing, but at thy word I will let down the net. [6] And having done this, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes. And their net broke. [7] And they beckoned to their partners who were in the other ship to come and help them, and they came, and filled both the ships, so that they were sinking. [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord. [9] For astonishment had laid hold on him, and on all those who were with him, at the haul of fishes which they had taken; [10] and in like manner also on James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, Fear not; henceforth thou shalt be catching men. [11] And having run the ships on shore, leaving all they followed him.

John 21:18-22 (JND) [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire. [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me. [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up? [21] Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what [of] this [man]? [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

John 9:2-3 (JND) [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him.
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