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“MANY SINS” – “MANY SONS”

D. Robertson 

Luke 7: 36–50; Hebrews 2: 10 

At the end of Luke’s gospel we read of repentance and remission of sins being preached, and that has characterised this dispensation. God has been preaching repentance and remission of sins. In this woman in Luke we have a fine picture of one whose heart has been softened by repentance. It is a fine thing when God works in persons and brings about repentance, softens their heart. Simon’s heart is not softened. He is a picture of a man whose heart is filled with pride and prejudice. He is critical of the woman; he knows all about her, and he is critical of the Lord’s attitude to her. His heart was quite untouched by the great fact that the Vessel of divine grace is in his house. It says, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation ... has appeared”, Titus 2: 11. It was there in Simon’s house in the Person of Jesus, and his heart was unmoved by it. I suppose his interest in Christ was really merely an idle curiosity. He would have heard about Him, heard of certain facts, and he wanted to see for himself. As we know, he did not even treat Him with the common courtesies that visitors ought to be treated with. He was disrespectful to the Lord, and he certainly completely misunderstood the Lord’s attitude to this woman. 

I have often thought that Simon would be the kind of man that would write a book about himself. He speaks about the woman being a sinner, but he does not mention anything about his own sins. There are people like that; they write autobiographies. Sometimes it takes more than one book to tell about themselves, volume after volume. I suppose if Simon had written a book he would have written of the good upbringing he had, of his caste—a Pharisee—of his respectability, of his rectitude. He perhaps would have looked for a very eminent person to write the foreword; he would have looked for one who was maybe a Pharisee of the Pharisees to write a good foreword for him, somebody like Saul before he was converted, but you can be assured that in that book there would be no mention of his sins; he was not a repentant man. A repentant man can speak about his sins. A heart that is softened by divine grace can speak about its sins. I suppose this woman could have written a book about herself too. It might have been quite a long book; she had quite a sinful history. In one way there was no need for the woman to write a book, for everyone knew about her anyway, but the Lord Jesus sums up the woman’s history in two words “many sins”, “many sins”. 

That is true of you and it is true of me. There is no need to write books about ourselves, no need to spread abroad the kind of people we are. What covers our histories, all of us, is “many sins”; but the Lord Jesus adds something, “Her many sins are forgiven”. How beautiful; what grace!—“Her many sins are forgiven”. Oh that it could have been said about Simon! The Lord longed to be able to say it about Simon. He equally longed for Simon’s forgiveness as for the woman’s; but of the woman He said, ‘Yes, she has many sins’. The woman was not covering up, neither was the Lord. Then He says, “Her many sins are forgiven”. One’s heart is full, beloved. Is everyone here conscious of the forgiveness of sins? 

I wonder if you too have been conscious, first of all, that God has operated in your heart on the principle of repentance and softened it. Softened it so that you are able to be brought into the appreciation of God’s wonderful, grace that would extend the forgiveness of sins to you. There was no one who understood her sins like the Lord, her many sins. 

How many there were I do not know, but the Lord knew them; you can rest assured: He knew them all. You say, ‘How do you know that?’ Well, I will tell you. He was going to be that woman’s Substitute. He is every repentant sinner’s Substitute, and these many sins that He speaks about, they were borne by Him on the cross. The judgment of God that was due to us was borne on the cross. Peter says, He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. 

Think of that; that is the believer’s sins. Substitution is preached to the believer. I trust I am speaking to persons who are believers, who have known and found the divine highway into blessing, “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20: 21. It is of such a person that the Lord, can say, “Her many sins are forgiven”, and it is to such a person that we can say that the Lord Jesus Christ, this holy Saviour, was your Substitute on the cross of Calvary. All those sins!—Think of what it meant as the Lord Jesus in those three hours of darkness, endured God’s wrath on account of them. Every one of those sins would be named on His head and judged, judged unsparingly by God in the Person of Jesus at that time of suffering. Think of the cry of that holy Sufferer, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27: 46)—the abandonment, a total matter; with no mitigation. Some people try to weaken the thought of the abandonment by saying that the Father would not abandon Christ. He was abandoned by God in a total sense, and in those hours of darkness He bore in His own body the sins of all who put their faith in Him. 

Could you measure it? Could you understand it? You think of the sins of the redeemed. We were thinking today of all those who are dead in Christ—think of their sins all being forgiven; who could compute them? There would not be a computer in the world great enough to compute the sins of the believers, those who have put their trust in Jesus; but for every one of those sins, the price has been paid and paid by Jesus. He was there vicariously, for you and for me, and all the question of our sins was completely dealt with in those three hours of darkness at that time of suffering. And so He says, “Her many sins are forgiven”. 

That ought to have touched Simon, you know; it ought to have touched him. It touches me; it should touch all our hearts that the Lord Jesus Christ, representing the grace of God, can utter such words in such simplicity. She well understood something of the glory of the Saviour. It is remarkable that the woman does not speak about her sins. Forgiven sinners do not speak about their sins, they do not make much of themselves. I remember a man, an important man in his own eyes, an important man in our town, and he said, ‘If I was a believer, I would be a great man for Christ’—‘ I would be a great man’. Oh, that is just self, bringing yourself forward. This woman is not like that, she is making much of Christ. That really is the secret; the secret of the forgiven sinner’s life is to make much of Christ. 

O, dear friends, what a joy it is to experience the luxury—one uses that word—the luxury of the forgiveness of sins. There is nothing like it. We are in a time of luxury; men want this and they want something better the next day, they want something more luxurious. I tell you, the greatest luxury is the forgiveness of your sins. I do not think there is anything that pains the heart of God more than to see a creature, one of His creatures, going about this earth with a conscience laden with the burden of his sins. The death of Jesus, the sufferings of Jesus, have opened the way for God to forgive the sinner, and repentance and remission are being preached. They are not being preached aimlessly, they are being preached that you and I might be brought to know the simple joy of the forgiveness of sins. It is a blessed thing. We sing sometimes, and it is something we should sing often, ‘Happy day! happy day! When Jesus washed my sins away!’ Sometimes, as we get older, we get jaded and we become a little formal, we become a little religious in our outlook. 

Ah, let us get back to these blessed realities, the reality we knew when first we put our trust in the Saviour. You young men and women, have you trusted the Saviour? Are you conscious of having the forgiveness of your sins? Is your heart a softened heart? I trust there is no heart here filled with pride and prejudice; that would only hinder you and keep you from the blessing. A proud heart would say, ‘I do not need it; I am as good, as the next man’. You know, you are in need of the forgiveness of your sins, and the way to it is repentance towards God’ and, faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Well, I have spoken of the Lord disclosing this woman’s history in two words, “many sins”. I wanted to link that with the next verse I have read. It is not “many sins” there, but it is “many sons”—“many sons”. What a contrast!—many sins and many sons! I think Hebrews 2: 10 takes us on to the eternal scene. What is going to be there before God is not persons with many sins. It is persons who have had their sins met, and met to God’s complete satisfaction, but it is persons who are sons, sons of God. It says, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory”—that is, God acting for Himself. Luke 7 is God acting for the sinner, and that is the dispensation we are living in. God is still acting for the sinner—that long look some of us have been speaking of in these days, when the cherubim are looking out for men to come in all their need into the house and find an area of relief and satisfaction so that their hearts can pour forth to God in responsive affection. Think of what eternity will be, the presence of God filled with persons who are entirely suitable to it. That is what sonship is. 

We say sonship is the highest form of Christian blessing. So it is, but you know, sonship is really for God. That is what it is for. Sonship is for the satisfaction of the heart of God. I want to leave that simple, word with all of us. Think of the contrast to “many sins”. Oh the divine triumph! it says, “But where sin abounded grace has over-abounded”, Romans 5: 20. 

Think of the triumph of grace, “many sins”, but “many sons”, and sons secured in conformity, to God’s own Son, like Christ, to be in the presence of God in a holy way and to be engaged in responsive praises and outbursts of joy. I think eternity will involve that. There will be the spontaneity of holy outbursts of joy to God. Christ will ensure that. Christ as Man will ensure it. The blessed Son of God, the Mediator. He will ensure that eternity will involve a holy and spontaneous outburst of affection to God. That, I think, is what the many sons involves. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
13 August 1989 

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:36-50 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. …

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Romans 5:20 (JND) [20] But law came in, in order that the offence might abound; but where sin abounded grace has overabounded,



CONDITIONS SUITABLE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

J. G. Wain 

Acts 1: 9–17; 2: 1–4, 17, 18, 42; 20: 4–12 

I trust the Holy Spirit may help to say a word from these scriptures as to the conditions to which the Holy Spirit came and the effects of His presence, affecting as it would our manner of life, and the quality of our life. As we have been taught, this book could be described as ‘the acts of the Holy Spirit’. It is a tremendous reality, dear brethren, that the Holy Spirit is here—the promise of the Father. At the beginning of this recovery, in which we have part, what was prominent was not so much any particular persons, but the living activity of the Spirit. About 1827, numbers of believers, often unknown to one another, and in various parts,were meeting in houses to break bread, having moved out from what had become lifeless, in which the Spirit’s place was denied by clerical systems. These persons were moved by the Holy Spirit. Among them were a number whom the Lord equipped and raised up to help the saints. Beloved Mr. Darby, Mr. Wigram, and others who could be named, served to bring out the divine mind in a broken day. It is good to reflect on that, dear brethren, for the testimony is to be continued in our reliance on the Spirit, and, our faith in the Spirit. And it is good if, as believers, we trace our origin back, free of sectarian thoughts, to what there was at the beginning in the apostles. That was distinctive, of course; we would have to be careful how we thought and spoke, because what existed in the beginning of Acts was unmarred, and the Spirit had wonderful liberty. 

We read in Acts 1 of these persons who were the products of the Lord’s own teaching, of His own ministry, of His own gracious love and service. It is a tribute to the Lord that there were persons here who could stand after He had left, and before the Spirit came, a tribute to the Lord’s own precious work and service. He had assembled with them for forty days, being out of death. A glorious Man, unchanged by what He had been through; changed as to His condition, but unchanged in His lowly grace, He went in and out among them, assembling with them for forty days. What days they were, distinctive and unique in their glory. These persons were being taught by Him still, and were being equipped to introduce this wonderful period of which we are now at the end—the assembly period, when Christ is on high and the Spirit of God indwelling the saints of the assembly. 

Now two things, amongst others, marked them. One was that they were waiting for Jesus to come again, and the other that they gave themselves to continual prayer. The Lord Jesus was taken up from them after that period of forty days, which was a very full time of education for them commencing, as we see in John 20, when He made Himself known to them in resurrection. During that period He presented Himself living with many proofs, and assembled with them, speaking to them of the things which concern the kingdom of God. On one occasion He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once (1 Corinthians 15). What impressions would have been left with these beloved saints when He left them! He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. So the dispensation of faith was established. 

They had been used to seeing Him appearing to them; they had been accustomed to His word, immediately responsive to their questions and their problems; but now He was out of sight, yet not far away. We are in that time when He is out of sight. As we sang earlier, 

‘The heav’ns which now conceal Him, 

In counsels deep and wise’. 

The time of His coming again is near. “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven”. Is that not wonderful? That time is near, the blessed hope of the church, when He will descend from heaven with a shout and every one of His own will be caught up in divine power to meet Him in the air. He is coming, dear brethren, we might say, all the way—into the air—to meet us. They were waiting for that time; we should be waiting as well. These are the conditions the Spirit would look for, and He would stimulate in our hearts the hope of His coming. The last chapter of Revelation refers to Him as “the bright and morning star”, shining in the night and attracting our hearts, harbinger of the dawn of the day. That hymn (No. 36) which we sang is so expressive of what the day will be when He appears in His glory, and everything will be changed; the problems will be gone and gone for ever. Then in verse 13 we get the apostolic company named one after the other, those that have that distinctive place, selected personally by Christ, who had been with Him during all the time of His ministry here from the baptism of John until that moment, and they stand there as a witness to the solidity of all that had been effected in the death and resurrection of Christ. Let us give place, dear brethren, to what has been established authoritatively in this dispensation through the apostles, including Paul. 

Here we have these devoted men, and also several women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brethren. They were all one, He had secured them and here they were. “These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer”. These are the conditions that the Spirit would delight to 

come to—“together”, “all with one accord”. There was absolute unison of thought and affection for Christ, awaiting the promise of the Father, according to His word. “These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer”. Now that is something, I believe, that is very much needed by us and which the. Spirit of God finds pleasure in, a dependent, waiting people. In those days Peter could stand up with the brethren and refer to the Scriptures; the Scriptures were to be brought forward in their living character, as inspired by the Spirit of God, to meet the needs at any moment and any exigency that could possibly arise in the history of this wonderful testimony which had now begun. Dear brethren, let us in our measure relate ourselves to what has been established in this way; it would deliver us from much. 

So Acts 2 refers to the time when they were again together. You notice they did not go back to the temple in Acts 1. They returned from the mount of Olives and went to the upper chamber. These things are so suggestive of the need of getting above the level of all that would be represented in Jerusalem, the city where the Lord had been cruelly treated and murdered. They were in the upper room. There is need for this lifting of our thoughts and our vision, dear brethren, there is need of it constantly, and the Spirit would help us as to it—“the hill country”; “the upper districts”; “the upper chamber”. In Acts 20 we get it again, we read of the upper room where they were. This is all related to what was at the beginning. Paul related himself to what was at the beginning; he related himself to the other apostles, as we know; he is particularly to be our guide, as the apostle to the nations, of whom we are, bearing on the assembly and the wonderful features of the dispensation in which we have such a blessed part. 

In chapter 2 “they were all together in one place”. You see how this is emphasized at the beginning—and it needs to be emphasized—now, that we should have one outlook. Problems would recede if we had one outlook—Christ’s glory in His assembly, that what is suited to the presence of the Spirit; and to the presence of Christ, might be maintained in the spirit of humility and in dependence on the power that is available—in the Holy Spirit. Deep feelings are referred to; Mr. Darby’s note is a help as to the sound out of heaven—‘they heard blowing, as of hard breathing’. What deep feelings have entered into the Spirit’s presence, beloved brethren! Jehovah says in Exodus 23: 21, “Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice”. We need to respect the assemblings of the saints—because of the Spirit’s presence. That deep breathing was heard. This was a tremendous occasion when the Holy Spirit came from the ascended Christ, the promise of the Father, the Comforter, to undertake for the saints in every need that could arise; and these were the conditions to which He came, the solidity of the work of God, the result of the labours of Christ in these beloved people. It speaks of “the crowd of names”; they are all one, but the names would mean there was variety in the personalities formed in God’s ways; but they were together with one accord; there is no discord, they are all together in one place. 

Oh that we might more realize the Spirit’s pleasure in taking His place amongst such! It says, 

“It sat upon each one of them”. Personal identity is important; we are not mass-produced; God has His own ways in dealing with us; He has His own discipline to help us; His government is to help us; His ways are to help us, in view of formation—that Christ might be reproduced in us. This is the labour of the Spirit, to provide something 

that corresponds to the heart of that blessed Man in heaven. Much more could be said, but I read the verses in chapter 2 to see how the Spirit’s presence embraces “your sons and your daughters ... your young men … your elders … my bondmen my bondwomen”. Bondmen and bondwomen suggests devotedness, and there is a need of more devotedness, in which the Holy Spirit finds pleasure. The evidence of devotedness is here today; that so many brethren should come so far to be together is something that heaven takes account of, and there is a reward, a present one and a future one. The Spirit finds pleasure in having His part in relation to the younger ones, “your sons and your daughters … ... your young men … my bondmen and ... my bondwomen”. Well, may there be promoted in us a greater desire to provide conditions that are suited and acceptable to His presence. 

That is involved in verse 42, “And they persevered”. That is an interesting word, is it not? 

Sometimes we find it a bit hard, particularly when we are younger, and we may need a little stimulation and encouragement to persevere. “The teaching and fellowship of the apostles” 

might have been a bit testing, you know. The apostles were formed men; they were not reeds blown in the wind; their teaching would be direct; it might be somewhat demanding at times—but these saints persevered. These dear souls persevered, and we need this perseverance—“they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”. Note—“persevered in ... prayers”; prayer is again mentioned. How important this is, dear brethren; it really impresses me with the great need of more prayer; perhaps less talk and more prayer. 

Now I refer to chapter 20 to see how the Spirit’s activity is carried forward through the 

labours of this “elect vessel”, Paul, through whom the Lord has communicated His mind for us at the present time. Let us make way for this servant whom the Lord has so used. 

Sorrowfully, we have to say that amongst some believers his word is somewhat discounted. 

Many troubles stem from the non-acceptance of the Lord’s authority through this vessel, of whom the Lord says, “This man is an elect vessel to me”, Acts 9: 15. The Lord would be jealous as to what He has communicated through those epistles of Paul’s for they are authoritative from Himself. In Corinthians, where Paul treats of practical matters which should mark us, Paul says, by the Spirit, “If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment”, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. So prosperity for us lies in the acceptance of Paul’s word. It is Paul who is prominent here as a vessel of the Spirit, and it is remarkable how he maintains in this upper chamber in Acts 20 what was founded at the beginning in the upper room. 

First of all we have a sample of the effects of the Spirit’s work in these seven named persons. 

The first is a son of someone known to the brethren. I commend to our younger brethren particularly that we look up the meaning of these names. (There is a helpful list of proper names and their meanings at the end of Mr. C. J. H. Davidson’s Concordance). Their meanings are interesting and instructive. These persons were all different, and came from different places. It is similar to the crowd of one hundred and twenty names in chapter 1; each has a name—each is a personality, each the product of divine work and teaching. So Sopater is the son of a brother evidently known to Luke, the writer of the Acts. His name means 

‘saving father’. What an influence to value in a locality! We should be very thankful for parents who have learnt from God 

and taught us the truth. Sopater was a Berean. In Acts 17: 11 we are told that the Bereans 

“were more noble … receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures …”. We need this Berean spirit of diligence—daily searching the Scriptures. We should not be content with a rushed reading of a verse for the day—although there could be a blessing even in that—but need a diligent searching for the living word. 

I have been arrested by Mr. Darby’s preface for readers of the ‘Synopsis’ (it is at the beginning of those volumes). He warns about the danger of spiritual laziness. Mr. Darby refrained from expressing many of the deep emotions that arose in his heart as he wrote about the Scriptures because he wished the word in its living power to enter into the soul of the reader, and to produce not only knowledge but true communion with God. The Spirit of God has indited the Scriptures and He will help us to read them and get the gain and life of them, to bring us into the present enjoyment of the mind of God. May we be more marked by this energy and diligence. 

Now a young man named Eutychus is referred to as sitting at the window-opening. His name means ‘wealthy’. We need to be careful that our outlook is right, dear brethren, in this age of materialism. Thank God for every blessing we receive, for His goodness and His bounty. He has given us all things richly to enjoy; but let us be kept in a spirit of dependence, and free from worldliness. Eutychus fell out of the window. We would not like anybody to do that! 

But Acts 20 does not dwell so much on the fall. You do not dwell on the failures of young people; they were comforted to have him alive; his soul was in him. He was taken up dead, but Paul says, “His life (or ‘soul’) is in him”. There is a great need of soul with us, right feelings 

for one another. Paul followed his course; he descended. Can we descend to anyone in trouble? Paul descended, and enfolded him in his arms. Think of the affection of the great apostle, descending to embrace that boy. The chapter is a very telling one. Verse 1 says that Paul embraced the disciples. His was not just authoritative teaching; the presence of the Spirit in that man meant that something of that ‘hard breathing’ was evident in relation to the saints he served; he embraced them. Then he embraces this boy. Eutychus had got into a poor state and fell, but he is recovered, and he is now a wealthy person with something to contribute as he is taken up again among the brethren. 

At the end of the chapter the saints embrace Paul. How wonderful divine feelings are amongst the saints! We would like to have met Paul, would we not? We shall one day. These dear brethren wept because they would not see his face any more. What a countenance he must have had! It does not say, they wept because they would not hear his fine addresses any more, but because they would not see his face any more. What he meant to the saints as a vessel of the Spirit! What deep feelings marked him! The Spirit’s activity has this in mind, that the saints become lovable. Christ being formed in the saints is one of the greatest treasures and witnesses there is on earth. Let us furnish conditions in which the Spirit has liberty to do this, as we are occupied with the glorious Man who is in heaven. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Walton-on-the-Naze
11 March 1989 

 


Scripture references

Acts 1:9-17 (JND) [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight. [10] And as they were gazing into heaven, as he was going, behold, also two men stood by them in white clothing, [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven. [12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called [the mount] of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath-day's journey off. [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James. [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. [15] And in those days Peter, standing up in the midst of the brethren, said, (the crowd of names [who were] together [was] about a hundred and twenty,) [16] Brethren, it was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before, by the mouth of David, concerning Judas, who became guide to those who took Jesus; [17] for he was numbered amongst us, and had received a part in this service.

Acts 2:1-42 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with [the] Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth. [5] Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, pious men, from every nation of those under heaven. [6] But the rumour of this having spread, the multitude came together and were confounded, because each one heard them speaking in his own dialect. [7] And all were amazed and wondered, saying, Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galilaeans? [8] and how do *we* hear [them] each in our own dialect in which we have been born, [9] Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and those who inhabit Mesopotamia, and Judaea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] both Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya which adjoin Cyrene, and the Romans sojourning [here], both Jews and proselytes, [11] Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our own tongues the great things of God? [12] And they were all amazed and in perplexity, saying one to another, What would this mean? …

Acts 20:4-12 (JND) [4] And there accompanied him as far as Asia, Sopater [son] of Pyrrhus, a Berean; and of Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus, and Gaius and Timotheus of Derbe, and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. [5] These going before waited for us in Troas; [6] but we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and we came to them to Troas in five days, where we spent seven days. [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Exodus 23:21 (JND) [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him.

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …



PHILADELPHIA

G. D. Rosenberry 

Revelation 3: 7–13 

I trust the brethren will bear with a fresh visit to Philadelphia. That assembly does not exist now, but the overcomer remains. Sorrow has come in, beloved. It is felt by us all, and rightly so; we are to feel with God about the departure which indeed He feels, and which the Lord feels, in the present sorrowful conditions. But what can be appealed to and addressed is the overcomer in these various assemblies. Thank God if there is some representation in each one of us of the overcomer who would get the word of God, and be included in those who have an ear. So we are together tonight, one trusts gathering together with one desire, that our ears would be attuned to what God may have to say to us. We would be desirous of being available to what He may say, and one’s desire oneself would be to have an opened ear. This is critical, beloved, that we should be in tune with heaven’s voice, the voice of God. We are thankful that it is still coming. So that we are not here, in that sense, to be engaged with the side of departure, we are to be here engaged, and thankfully so, with what is going on positively. A brother said a few moments ago in conversation, ‘Go on’. That is the point we are going on; we find ourselves happily with those who are going on, and we should be together to encourage one another. Paul says, “So encourage one another with these words”, ‘1 Thessalonians 4: 18. We are on that line, beloved, and if any one would speak it would be on the line of seeking to strengthen that which remains. That is, I believe, the present position, strengthening what remains, engaged in furthering “God’s dispensation, which is in faith”, 1 Timothy 1: 4. 

So that is the word, I believe, for us, beloved. There is no word of correction to Philadelphia; it has the Lord’s approval, and He presents Himself so blessedly as “he that has the key of David”. One desires afresh to bring this before us. It has been before us recently in Calgary, just that verse, “He that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”. It is a solemn thing, beloved, shutting and no one shall open. That would be governmental; what we could say about it would be limited, and yet we are solemnized by the presentation of that side of the truth. But we find ourselves in the strength, and power of an opened door; it is stated so in the next verse, “I have set before thee an opened door”. He has been pleased to do that in this time of recovery. Satan sought to close the door—indeed in some quarters the door remains shut—very solemn! We can hardly think, beloved, of anything more solemn that a shut door. 

But in God’s grace we have our part in what is opened, and that links with the key of David; it involves that the One who has the key; is opening things up. There is divine resource, blessed unfoldings, you might say. It is all out, and you would be right in saying that, but then there are fresh unfoldings. Thank God for them, and they come from the One who has the key. We can in the abundance of divine operations, receive these fresh impressions. We are thankful that they are coming. So we are on this line of formation, and what is moving toward us has the character of what is fresh. We want to be found with Him, with the One who has the key, and to be thankful indeed that we have part in what is being unfolded, through the opened door. He presents Himself later as “the bright and morning star” (Revelation 22: 16)—Oh how wonderful! We have gathered together to Him, you know. We gather together to Him on the Lord’s day morning, and our gathering together tonight would have that character, because of His coming with us, a very important matter. We are well aware of all that enters into the testing side, but our hearts are not to be together as burdened, our hearts are to be lifted in the light and the gain of the greatness of all that is available to us from the One who has the key. 

So our appeal is to Him, and the character of the overcomer is to be found in each one, so that we can be together as those that overcome. What there has been to overcome would be the experience of each and every one who has come this way, this suffering way, and indeed we have been promised nothing other than a pathway of testing, but in view of all that. He brings the assurance that He is the One who has the key of David. Indeed, I believe the key would relate to the answer. He is giving the answers, beloved, to our hearts in a confirming way that we might be strengthened to go on unswervingly with our eye on the One who never turned aside. Oh, think of that blessed One who moved in that pathway of full and complete devotion to the will of His God and Father. I believe it is incumbent upon us to have our eyes fixed upon Him. Think of Stephen with his eyes fixed on heaven. That is a fine word. I believe we are maintained in this path together as our eyes are fixed on the One presented here. You come to a point of crisis, maybe in individual soul history, maybe in assembly history; let us look to Him as the One who has the key of David. 

How delightful that bright and morning star, the harbinger of a new day. Have you some impression in your soul of that day? Now pressure; soon glory. But, Oh His nearness, beloved, as He comes to us! How thankful we are for His coming to us, but soon it—will be His coming for us. Let our hearts be quickened as we are engaged with Him. Indeed there is nothing else worthy of being engaged with. I have my responsibilities, God knows; we have our exercises too, the Lord knows them so well. He has the key to every matter, but we are to be engaged with Him, and this leads to this formation in view of the completion of that which He will soon take to Himself, a perfectly united vessel to be at His side. 

So the matter is very full, all that the Lord has to say about Philadelphia, but it is said to “the angel”—that would be the responsible side. But the one who is going to get the message, beloved, in this wonderfully attractive appeal is the overcomer. Are we going to be among them? My desire would be to be found at the finish with Him, and I believe that would be the answer of every heart, that we want to be maintained with Him to the finish. Let us not turn aside; how the Lord feels the turning aside when He has given us all the resource needed for our continuance in the way. There.is only a little way left to go, beloved, only a few days left. 

Shall we be with Him in those days, happily so, with our eyes fixed on Him in fervency of affection? The reality of all that is available to us will be proved as He is kept before our affections. That is the test. Are our affections currently warm for Him? Alas, the love of the many has grown cold. Let us be warmed up in this time. This is the day in which the Lord is showing Himself to us in this wonderfully strengthening way. He has gone that way; He has tasted death for every thing; meeting everything that could ever arise. He has the full answer in Himself, and He would assure our hearts of this in view of our confirmation. Young persons are constantly needing confirmation, older persons too, and the answer is in Himself. 

Then the word, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. As has often been remarked, that involves that there is something that the enemy would seek to take away; indeed he would seek to take away our joy; he would present something else, that our joy might be dulled, our feelings and affections dulled, our impression of Christ dimmed. 

O, beloved, let us keep near to Him, “that no one take thy crown”. 

He has imparted something in the wonderful sovereignty of His divine movements; He has given to each one individually something to be traded with, to be made use of; something of this “crown”, a distinctive impression of the glory of that blessed Man who is assuring us that He has the key. That is a total matter, the key of David. It is one key—it is not plural. One key is needed and He has it. Oh let us be maintained near to Him! The attempt—and where confusion comes in—is in drawing on human resource; it has never secured a thing for God, because that Man was not in prominence; it was another man—it was the mind of man. 

Beloved, let us know we are in the current of the operations of the one Man who ever has the key, and “hold fast”. 

We would encourage one another with these few simple words. One’s desire is just to strengthen what remains. What a privilege to be amongst those that remain! We would strengthen one another, building up one another in our most holy faith. So the word is, “and he shall go no more at all out”; then it is a question of “the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God—and my new name”. Well, beloved, have we come into the gain of this new name? Have we learned that precious name; His new name? It is to be entered into by use He would give us just a hint of it as we are maintained in nearness to Himself; this precious secret known to His lovers, His new name. Have we thought much about it? I believe we would do well to think more about it “my new name”. Well, beloved, I think it is going to be shown to us by the One who has the key, that blessed One introducing us in love’s intimacy to what that name involves. One’s own understanding of it, and yours, would be varied, something distinctive to each. Let us contemplate it. It would be as we are in energy and desire of heart to be near to Him that He would impart this, the secret of what this new name involves. 

Just these few simple suggestions for our enquiry, that we may seek to learn more of what the Lord is communicating to us of Himself, assuring our hearts that He has the full answer and the full resource for us to, be sustained here in the pathway until He comes for us. May the Lord be pleased to bless His word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge, 22 August 1989 

“FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH THEE; BE NOT DISMAYED, 

FOR I AM THY GOD” (Isaiah 41: 10) 

C. S. Eastwood 

There’s a word of sweet cheer 

When the day’s dark and drear— 

‘In the name of Jehovah confide’; * 

So let God be thy stay, 

He’ll make clouds pass away 

When thy faith by the fire has been tried. 

* Isaiah 50: 10 

Like the lark on the wing, 

He will cause thee to sing 

To Jesus, thy Saviour and Friend. 

So no longer repine 

For on thee will He shine; 

Soon the day breaks that never shall end. 

So up hill and down dale, 

Or through death’s shadowed vale, 

Fear no evil, the Lord is with thee. ** 

Once He trod the same way, 

All thy fears He’ll allay 

‘Till His face in the glory we see. 

** Psalm 23: 4 

Worcester
1989 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

1 Thessalonians 4:18 (JND) [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

1 Timothy 1:4 (JND) [4] nor to turn their minds to fables and interminable genealogies, which bring questionings rather than [further] God's dispensation, which [is] in faith.

Revelation 22:16 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star.

Isaiah 41:10 (JND) [10] Fear not, for I [am] with thee; be not dismayed, for I [am] thy God: I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Isaiah 50:10 (JND) [10] Who is among you that feareth Jehovah, that hearkeneth to the voice of his servant? he that walketh in darkness, and hath no light, let him confide in the name of Jehovah, and stay himself upon his God.

Psalms 23:4 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.



MUSINGS

TAKE THE PLUNGE!  It was instructive to watch the progress of a family of young coots on a lake. At first the hungry chicks were constantly fed by their parents who dived to get food from the bed of the lake. Then the young birds began to make their first brave efforts to dive themselves, though they could not stay under for long. But soon they became quite expert and were getting most of their food for themselves. 

It is the same in spiritual things. When we are young we depend largely on our parents’ help, and then we learn the value of being together with the saints and being nourished by what others bring out. But as we grow we need to feed for ourselves, to learn to ‘dive’ and discover the nourishing and satisfying things there are to be enjoyed. A boy of ten told me he was reading Proverbs when he went to bed—what a good way to close the day! 

As you grow older read all you can in the Scriptures and begin to dip into the many most helpful books containing ministry which the Lord has given. You will find it enjoyable and it will build you up with spiritual substance which in due time the Lord will use for the help of others. 

FCM

 


EXTRACTS

The facts of Christianity indicate that the Lord worked late at night, even on the very day that He arose. And Paul extended his service into the night; indeed, he says, “night and day”. And in later years, the brethren spent far into the night in looking into the matter of prophecy. 

Maybe we should tax ourselves as to how much time we really make for looking into these matters, because obviously time is very scarce. But it may be because we do not provide for it, that we do not ration it. If anything is scarce, it has to be rationed; used with judgment, and the most made of it. Maybe we should consider the matter of rationing time … 

J. Taylor (Vol. 100, p.348) 

If you ask me what Christianity really is, I should say it is Christ formed in the saints by the Spirit. It is not holding a certain system of doctrine. Christianity is vital, it is Christ living in the saints by the power of the Spirit. The saints are morally in that way according to the heavenly. I cannot conceive of anything more wonderful than to be able to say that the spiritual constitution of the believer is really derived from the heavenly, so that it can really be said, “As is the heavenly, such are they also which are heavenly”. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 19, p.55) 
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