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AFFINITY

N. J. Henry 

1 Samuel 30: 11–13, 15; Romans 12: 1, 2; John 19: 25–27; Genesis 18: 22–26; 19: 1–3 

What I would like to speak about now is the question of affinity. I feel the thought laid on my mind, I trust it is of the Lord. It may convict some here tonight. Where do your affinities lie? It is a solemn thing to say. We have spoken of such wonderful truths together, matters that the wisdom of .the world cannot see, that have not entered into the heart of man, into the mind of man either, the things that God has prepared (see 1 Corinthians 2: 9). They are so great that man in his wisdom stumbles and misses it. The things that we have spoken about these days are so wonderful and we need the Spirit to take them in. 

I want to speak briefly about affinity. In 1 Samuel 30, David’s men found this Egyptian in the field. He confesses he was the servant of an Amalekite. There was an earlier conflict at Rephidim. Why did that young person not know about the conflict with Amalek? Why did he not read about it? But he confesses that he was a servant to the Amalekite. One thing about the operations of David with this young man, is that he changes his allegiance. There is nothing like coming under the lordship of Christ, nothing like finding affinity with Christ. 

David is a type of Christ. This young man confesses and says, “my master left me”. Christ will not leave you, I will tell you that, dear friend. You might say, If I commit myself to Christ I might fail. Leave that alone, He will not leave you. The Amalekite master will leave you without bread and water to sustain you, but David will not, the true David will not leave you without what you need to sustain you and revive you. They gave him “water to drink”. It was water he needed, then “a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him”. Think of the operations of divine grace! I often feel that every believer should go back in his history and trace his relations with Christ. When were you revived? Has everybody in this room been revived by Christ? You have served the flesh long enough, you have found him a master that is intolerable, he pursues one course and that only, as John says, “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”, 1 John 2: 16. It is all part of the world as a system, and it is outside the love of the Father. We have all served him, and we need deliverance. 

I wonder if every person here has been delivered from the force of what the Amalekite represents, that is sin working through the flesh, an early exercise with the children of Israel but one that you and I have to come to. What this young man says to show his conversion is, “Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master”. Where did his affinity lie now? It was with his new master. You have to give up one master. It is never free will. That is the time we are in just now; you can do as you want, bring up the children to think the way they wish and to express themselves, ‘free expression’ they say. It is all part of the corruption of the world. But it is a new Master you get, and that Master is Christ, and He will never let you down. He will never fail you. You ask the oldest brother here and he will tell you, ‘Christ never failed me, never!’ What a Master He is! He is worth serving and that is where your affinity should lie. Dear friend, if your affinities are not with Christ you are, according to James 4: 4, “constituted enemy of God”. Friendship with the world is a solemn thing. James is an extraordinary writer, he says, “Adulteresses”, you spoil the whole thing if you are friendly with the world. Come under a new Master, that is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When you come to Romans chapter 12, you have an affinity with the altar. You have come through the teaching of Romans. The older brethren used to press Roman teaching; it brings solidity into your soul. You find when you come to Romans 12 you have an affinity with the altar. You are not conformed to the world, “Be not conformed to this world”, your affinity lies with the altar. I know the altar is not named, but it is inferred in chapter 12. Go through the epistle and you will find how things are dealt with in the light of the sacrifice of Christ. The altar was where the sacrifice of Christ was made. Remember the holy atmosphere of the altar. Have you taken account of the offerings in the type? Think of what was maintained at the brazen altar, God’s holiness. Everything that had thwarted God, that stood against Him had to be met judicially at the brazen altar. Christ had to say to the opposer, the devourer of men. He had to say to matters at the altar. In Romans 7, it is the body of the Christ, “ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ” (Romans 7: 4). That involved His offering of Himself. The death of Christ broke every claim of the law on the person that is in mind that he might be to another, that is the new husband. It has been said that the first few verses of Romans 7 are like the heading of a psalm, and then the working out of it is the rest of the chapter. But here you have affinity with the altar. Dear brother and sister, let us not be far from the altar. It is the sacrificial side of the death of Christ. In the days of the tabernacle system, if you were in Daniel, you would make your way to where the tabernacle was. You would be seen taking your offering. What is offered at the altar speaks of Christ. 

Now you bring and offer your body. Your body has been redeemed. It is no longer your own, it belongs to God. Remember that, your body and your soul and your spirit are for God. Your body is the most tangible thing you have. Do not wait until the end of your life, at the point of death. It is a living sacrifice. You are there offering your body, as it says, “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”. Then it says, “be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. That is the result of the teaching of Romans. I want to appeal to you, to make it attractive to every person here. In Hebrews 12 there is a cloud of witnesses surrounding us (see Hebrews 12: 1). Why not look at the examples we have to help us on the way, to run the race, not to fall out of it, but to complete the course? That is the will of God for us, to complete the course. So you need to have affinity with the altar in chapter 12 of Romans. 

Now, when you come to chapter 19 of John, you have affinity with the cross. That is something else. If you look at the synoptic gospels, it is only the women that were at the cross and they were afar off. They were very sympathetic, feeling the matter before God as to this spectacle of Christ lifted up, the One that Israel had hoped for, and there they were viewing things from afar and feeling things with holy emotion. They had come out of Galilee and had ministered in affection to Christ. Many of the women referred to in the gospels are choice cases. Think of the woman in Mark 14, she had resurrection in mind when she beforehand anointed His body for the burial. She accepted His resurrection before the rest did, because if she had waited there would not have been time to anoint Him afterwards. How wonderful the resurrection of Christ! 

In John’s gospel they stood by the cross and John is there too. John is a person who helps us as to affinity with the cross. I would like you to have affinity with the cross of Christ, because it is over against the world’s system. By the cross of Christ is not the best place to be in a natural sense, but it is a safe place to be. You have to have affection to be identified with the One who was denied, cast out, disowned. Oh, the humiliation! Mr. Darby says His last utterance in the presence of the world and before the angels was to exclaim, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. 

There was no answer to that cry while on the cross. The solemnity of it! He was publicly refused of men and then forsaken of God. John would encourage affinity with the cross. He would love you into the truth, he would make it attractive and more or less say, ‘It is irresistible, why can you not take the step and come alongside myself?’ 

In Genesis we have a man who has affinity with the righteous. Abraham waited for a city, it says in Hebrews (Hebrews 11: 10), but he is not a man that is linked with a city. I do not know if there is another reference to a city in Abraham’s time apart from those that were under the judgment of God that was about to be executed, that is Sodom and Gomorrah. He is a remarkable man, he was looking for another city, and here what marks him is that he has affinity with the righteous. Peter called Lot righteous, “righteous Lot”, 2 Peter 2: 7. What basis is there to call Lot “righteous Lot”? Well, I think Peter got it from Abraham, because Abraham said to God, “Wilt thou also cause the righteous to perish with the wicked?”. He must have had Lot in mind. Time after time Abraham served Lot. Then there is irritation between the servants and eventually they part their ways and he gives Lot the choice. Abraham of course would not leave but I suppose he knew in the back of his mind that Lot would not choose to be a sojourner. Who would? Only one that knows God is prepared to be a stranger and sojourner. Abraham said, Make your choice, and Lot makes the choice, and off he goes to the cities of the well watered plain of the Jordan. Yet in Abraham’s view Lot is still classed as “righteous Lot”. Is that not amazing? We should not give up our brethren. 

Some of our brethren have gone. How far some have gone! We still hold them potentially for God in our affections and pray for them. Oh that there might be recovery. 

Abraham gets three visitors, involving a full impression. Lot never had that, he only had two visitors and they were there judicially. It was not a full impression of Christ, you cannot get that in the cities of the plain. You cannot get an impression of the Trinity there, that is reserved for those who are strangers and sojourners in the land. Abraham walked in it as a stranger and sojourner without actual full possession of it, but it was promised him and he was prepared for the way. I wonder if we are prepared for the way. The waiting time is a time of patience. It is a difficult time, when things have not yet materialised, but they are just at the door. As we said yesterday, in the plains of Moab you are nearly there but there will be a final test. If you do not keep your eyes on Christ and the true promises of God, then you might succumb and go into the area of judgment. Lot did not have the same food as Abraham. Abraham had the calf tender and good, and he said to his wife, “Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes”, Genesis 18: 6. Lot did not have that, but one thing he did have was unleavened cakes baked for the two angels who came to him. At first they would not come into the house, saying, “No; but we will pass the night in the open place”. (What a rebuke to Lot that they were not prepared to go under his roof because of the position he was in). But eventually they went in when pressed, and it says, “he made them a repast, and baked unleavened cakes; and they ate”. It is not like the fare they had previously at Abraham’s dwelling in the tent, but there were unleavened cakes, there was something there. Lot was to be saved out of Sodom. They said, ‘Flee to the mountain, the judgment is about to be executed on these cities’. Lot is like a worldly Christian. He says, ‘Well, let me turn into this small city, it will be quite safe to turn into this small place’. Poor man. What a result! What was the offspring from him? Moab and the children of Ammon. What a sad reflection on a Christian in principle! Lot was not prepared to take the high road, awaiting the effectuation of the promise of God. I raise the question again, Where do your affinities lie? Do they lie with what God is in and with what He is going ahead with? Abraham had affinity with God, and he had affinity with the righteous. He did not leave his place, he did not go down. He had gone out when the kings were fighting, he went out and recovered Lot, but he did not go down to the plains of Sodom and Gomorrah. But God rescued Lot. It was divine grace. It may be we have to wait for that for some, but we pray for them. We want all to come together as having affinity with the thoughts of God. 

We have touched a lot these few days together. Is it a common sharing? That is what fellowship involves, a common sharing of things together, the truth that has been put into our hands. Think of the ministries that have been given to us. Do we appreciate the ministries? 

You say the books are on the shelves but maybe you do not know much of what is in them. I will tell you one thing, I did not have much of a taste for the ministry but I started with a little. Just take a little and you will find you will start wanting more and more. As the river in Ezekiel, you find there are waters to swim in (see Ezekiel 47: 5). That is what issues out from under the altar. It is not a natural thing, it is a spiritual thing. I will tell you one thing about the river in Ezekiel. Normally when you go into water the ground is going down and you are getting deeper into it, but in Ezekiel the river rises. It is a spiritual thought in Ezekiel, it is the river that is rising, not the ground going down. What a day is in mind in that prophet! Our privilege is to have affinity with the crucified One now, to find our part and place in the testimony awaiting the satisfaction of the heart of God being arrived at. May we be in it, beloved brethren, old and young, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

1 Samuel 30:11-15 (JND) [11] And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he ate; and they gave him water to drink, [12] and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights. [13] And David said to him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell sick. [14] We made a raid against the south of the Cherethites, and against what [belongs] to Judah, and against the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. [15] And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this troop? And he said, Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop.

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

John 19:25-27 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. [27] Then he says unto the disciple, Behold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

Genesis 18:22-26 (JND) [22] And the men turned thence, and went towards Sodom; and Abraham remained yet standing before Jehovah. [23] And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also cause the righteous to perish with the wicked? [24] There are perhaps fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not forgive the place for the sake of the fifty righteous that are therein? [25] Far be it from thee to do so, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous should be as the wicked far be it from thee! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right? [26] And Jehovah said, If I find at Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will forgive all the place for their sakes.

Genesis 19:1-3 (JND) [1] And the two angels came to Sodom at even. And Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. And Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he bowed down, the face toward the ground, [2] and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and lodge, and wash your feet; and ye shall rise up early, and go on your way. And they said, No; but we will pass the night in the open place. [3] And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house. And he made them a repast, and baked unleavened cakes; and they ate.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

1 Samuel 30 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had made a raid upon the south, and upon Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag and burned it with fire; [2] and had taken the women captives that were in it; both great and small: they had put none to death, but had carried them off, and went on their way. [3] And David and his men came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives. …

1 John 2:16 (JND) [16] because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

James 4:4 (JND) [4] Adulteresses, know ye not that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore is minded to be [the] friend of the world is constituted enemy of God.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12:1 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us,

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Hebrews 11:10 (JND) [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor.

2 Peter 2:7 (JND) [7] and saved righteous Lot, distressed with the abandoned conversation of the godless,

Genesis 18:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes.

Ezekiel 47:5 (JND) [5] And he measured a thousand: it was a river that I could not pass through, for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed through.



THE SERVICE OF THE LORD JESUS IN WASHING PERSONS

W. McKillop 

Isaiah 1: 18; John 19: 32–34; 1 John 5: 6–8; Revelation 1: 5, 6 

I want to speak about the service of our Lord Jesus as washing us; first, washing us from our sins in His blood, and then washing us as to our state in the water that came out of His side. I read first in Isaiah because the Lord is really appealing to us in regard of this matter of our sins. I might assume that all who are here are forgiven sinners, but I do not really know that. 

Therefore I want to draw to your attention that, if your sins are still attached to you, there is a way you can be washed from them. The word is, “Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah”. That is, God is speaking of Christ in the glad tidings and coming down in condescending grace to speak about reasoning. There is not much need to reason about sins, because if I am still in my sins that is hardly a matter to reason about. It is a matter that I should be convicted about because there is no need for me to be still in my sins. There may be many persons who are still in their sins. The glad tidings are addressed to them, and addressed on this basis, that “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”. 

I suppose these colours would indicate that sins are of a different character and they stand out differently in the history of persons. I suppose the sins of the woman in John 4 stood out like scarlet. She came to draw water when she was sure that no one else was at the fountain of Jacob. Her history would have been one of public disrepute in that day. There is not much of that in the world today because sin is thought of so lightly; sinners generally do not feel the stigma of disrepute 

among their fellows. Indeed it is solemn, as scripture says, that men have fellow delight in those who do these things (Romans 1: 32). I suppose the thought of scarlet would be that it would stand out, it would catch your eye, but such sins can be as white as snow. You might ask. What means could accomplish that? Well, it is the blood of Christ. And then it says, 

“though they be red like crimson”, that would be a deeper stain, a deeper colour, I suppose more like the woman in Luke 7. She is called “a woman in the city, who was a sinner”. After dealing with her sins the Lord said, “Her many sins”. Her history would be one that was deeply dyed in sin, and so her sins were red like crimson, but the word here is, “they shall be as wool”. Again the means of cleansing is the blood of Christ. If there is anyone here who is still in his sins or her sins, whether they are scarlet or crimson in the eye of God, the point of this meeting for you, is they should be as white as snow and that they should be as wool. “White as snow” would mean, I suppose, that something pure in character replaces that scarlet stain, and being “as wool” would mean that some evidence of life according to God now will characterise you instead of the working of the flesh in its lawlessness. 

The passage read in John’s gospel is to remind us of how this can be. “The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first and of the other that had been crucified with him”. That brutal act was to hasten their deaths, “but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs”. Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Not a bone of him shall be broken”. But think of the solemnity of this matter, that Jesus was already dead. 

He had delivered up His spirit, it was His own action, but what was seen publicly was that He was already dead. Although John is not dealing exactly in his gospel with sins, what the glad tidings would bring home to you is that He was dead for your sake and mine. Then what followed was “but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and 

immediately there came out blood and water”. The means of changing your sins from scarlet into white as snow, and from red like crimson to as wool is that “immediately there came out blood and water”. No sins could ever be changed in that sense apart from the shedding of the blood of Christ. I want you to think about the fact that, in making the proposal of grace in Isaiah, the Lord Jesus would have you understand what it cost Him to propose to you that those sins that are so outstanding, those sins that are so ingrained in your sinful nature, required the shedding of His precious blood so they might be as white as snow and as wool. 

Immediately what an answer there was to this act of violence. The crucifixion itself was an act of violence, but think of this soldier’s action plunging his spear into the side of a dead Christ, and immediately, as we sometimes sing, ‘Thy blood love’s answer gave’. It was the immediate answer of the love of God to the wanton cruelty of man. We need to think about this because the blood of any other dead man would be a gruesome thing, which would have no efficacy whatsoever. It would simply point to the fact that a human life was ended. Here a divine Person gives up His spirit. When the soldier pierces His side with the spear the blood that comes out is efficacious to wash us from our sins. It is a wonderful matter to consider that I can be separated eternally from my sins by what came out of a dead Christ, His blood. Scripture tells us elsewhere, “without blood-shedding there is no remission”, Hebrews 9: 22. 

Had your blood been shed for your sins there would have been no remission; had mine been shed for my sins there would have been no remission. It required the blood of a perfect sacrifice, of a sinless holy Person, and that Person was Jesus, the Son of God. The means of our being cleansed is blood and water. 

What I would like you to think about is that not only was the Lord’s blood shed but also, according to what the redeemed say in Revelation 1, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood” (Revelation 1: 5). Maybe you have not thought about that; maybe you thought the forgiveness of sins was a simple matter, and that at some time in your life you acknowledged that you were a sinner and needed a Saviour, so you went on with your conscience at rest. It was a much deeper matter than that because His blood must be shed, but then He Himself has washed us from our sins in His blood. Revelation 1 is really the outpouring in unison of an ascription of praise on the part of all the assembly of the firstborn to Christ, “to him who loves us”. You see you need to understand that in what the Lord did He was demonstrating His love for you. The apostle says, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. Can you look back to this scene on the cross and say, That was the Son of God; I believe in the Son of God and I see clearly now that He loved me? Let that come home to all our hearts that He loves each one of us, and that He gave Himself, as the apostle says, “for me”. We sometimes sing that gospel hymn ‘Was it for guilty sinners such as I ...?’ (Hymn 423). The answer of course for every believing heart is, Indeed it was for me. There are a great many persons who have some sense of the forgiveness of sins and are greatly concerned about others who may not know it. That is fine, but I want you in this preaching to bring home to yourself, in a fresh and deeper way, that it was for me. It is very fine to think about all men. God is thinking about them, but I want you in this preaching to think about this as bearing on you and on me. Never mind all those others at the moment. God is attending to them, but the word in this preaching is for you and for me. 

Where I read in John’s epistle it says, “This is he that came by water and blood”. You notice that the water comes first in John’s epistle. The blood is not forgotten but the water comes first because John is writing to believers who know that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. You need to think about the water too, John would say, because that has to do with your state and with your associations of life. In Revelation 22 it is those who wash their robes who have the right to go into the city by the gate and eat of the tree of life. 

The washing there is not by blood but by water. The Lord has washed us by His blood, but the water is available and you need to use the water. That is a word for each one of us—it is not only the blood but also the water. “This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus the Christ”. The water is put first because John is dealing with the state and the associations of life of believers. Then he says, that we might not think the blood is being overlooked, “not by water only, but by water and blood”. Here the blood is really the evidence of the love of God. 

In John 19 the blood glorifies God and meets my scarlet sins, but in the epistle the blood manifests the love of God. John writes in the previous chapter, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins”, 1 John 4: 10. 

God has done that and now the water is available to us that we might enjoy divine love. The love of God and the love of Christ cannot be enjoyed only on the basis of the forgiveness of sins. What really is required to enjoy divine love is a new state by the gift of the Spirit. So it says here, “And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth”. The sinner who believes and whose sins are washed from him is intended to receive the Spirit of God, who then becomes the Witness in your heart of the love of God and of the love of the Christ. John says, “it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth. For they that bear witness are three—the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one”. 

In that verse he puts the Spirit first because it is only persons who have the Holy Spirit who value the water and who value the blood. It is wonderful that God should consider for us to the extent, that not only should we have by faith an objective knowledge of forgiveness, but also by the Holy Spirit we should have the consciousness of it, and have the consciousness of the divine love that has so acted toward us. 

You might say, How can I say to any person that I know my sins are forgiven? The real evidence to me is that God has given me His Holy Spirit. Have you really thought of hat? Many persons go on very happily talking about being forgiven, and about being born-again Christians, which is an unscriptural term. You could not be a Christian without being born again, but being born again does not make you a Christian. You are only a Christian by faith in Christ and the reception of the Holy Spirit. You are not in the assembly because the blood has washed you from your sins; you are in the assembly because you have been given the Holy Spirit, and He has baptised you into one body. We need to have clear thoughts about these matters so that we begin to make soul progress in the knowledge of God. There is so much murkiness in what is spoken of and taught about us. It is no wonder that persons are dark and confused even though they trust in the blood. They cannot find their way to the city, as it says in Ecclesiastes 10: 15, because bad teaching has mixed things up for them. One great matter in our preachings is to help you sort things out in your conscience, your heart, and your mind so that you are an intelligent Christian. 

So he says, “For they that bear witness are three”. That is, they are to one point in their testimony, and the first is the Spirit. How could I, except for the gift of the Spirit, value the fact that I have a new state before God? Paul says, referring to what our state was, “when we were in the flesh”, Romans 7: 5. The believer who has the Spirit is not in the flesh; granted the flesh is in him, but in his moral state before God he is not in the flesh, he is in the Spirit. 

His moral existence before God is in the Spirit, and the Spirit is life on account of righteousness. But then the Spirit would give me to understand that I constantly need the water because I am going through a defiling scene and I must keep my state right. I must keep my mind pure, and the only way to 

do that is to avail myself morally of the cleansing power of the water that came out of the side of Christ. Then as the third item, John brings in the blood. That brings us back to the great and wonderful thought that God is love and gave His only-begotten Son because He loved us. But without the Spirit, and without the constant purifying effect of the death of Christ, I could not enjoy the holy love of God. In the glad tidings God has furnished all this through Christ and by the Spirit. 

You can understand why in Revelation 1 those who compose the assembly break out into this doxology, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood”. I would invite your consideration to this very touching fact, that not only did He shed His blood, but also He has Himself washed us from our sins in His blood. It is His own personal action because He loves us. We could go to the Old Testament too, and find that, in type, He has also washed us with water. It says, “Moses brought Aaron near, and his sons, and bathed them with water”, Leviticus 8: 6. That was to bring them to a point that they could be consecrated to God. While bathing with water is not stated here, it is clearly in mind, because He has “made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”. Think of all that the Lord has undertaken, washing us from our sins in His blood, washing us that we might be practically pure and able to approach God, and giving us the Holy Spirit in order that we might serve God in a priestly way. So it says, “and made us a kingdom”. A kingdom is a system of subject persons who are under Christ, who is over the kingdom; He has made us “priests to his God and Father”. The Lord had great joy in doing that with us. On our side we ought to have great exercise to wash our robes that we might have part in this priestly service Godward. 

I have spoken mainly about what divine Persons have done for us. The thing I would like to leave with you is that in regard of washing, the only thing that you need to wash are your robes, that is your associations of life. You want to use this water freely so that there is not a single thing in your associations of life that would preclude your going in by the gates into the city, eating of the tree of life, and having part in this wonderful service Godward because He has made us priests to His God and Father. I would encourage every Christian here to be among these persons who ascribe this doxology to Christ. Notice it says, “to him”, that is Christ, the One who “loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father—to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen”. Well that would be a fitting thing for us all to come to in our souls at the end of this day and at the end of this preaching; that we joyfully, exultantly, ascribe glory and might to Christ who has done such wondrous things for God and such wonderful things for us. Think of the time when the whole assembly, all from Pentecost to the rapture, all those persons will join in this doxology to Christ. It is our privilege by the Spirit to join in it now. “To him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages, Amen”. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Los Angeles
30 April 2000

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 1:18 (JND) [18] Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

John 19:32-34 (JND) [32] The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first and of the other that had been crucified with him; [33] but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs, [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

1 John 5:6-8 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth. [7] For they that bear witness are three: [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one.

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Romans 1:32 (JND) [32] who knowing the righteous judgment of God, that they who do such things are worthy of death, not only practise them, but have fellow delight in those who do [them].

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

1 John 4:10 (JND) [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins.

Ecclesiastes 10:15 (JND) [15] The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city.

Romans 7:5 (JND) [5] For when we were in the flesh the passions of sins, which [were] by the law, wrought in our members to bring forth fruit to death;

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Leviticus 8:6 (JND) [6] And Moses brought Aaron near, and his sons, and bathed them with water.



RESULTS FROM NEARNESS TO CHRIST

N. T. Meek 

Ruth 2: 1–3; 3: 1–4 (to “shalt go in”), 9; 4: 13–17 

I expect with profit we could have read the whole of this little book, but most, I think, will know of it and what is even greater, know its import. It is a historical book. This situation actually happened. There was a real Ruth and a real Naomi and a real Boaz, but there are many of the kind. There is a real Redeemer, and there are real persons who need redemption, and there is a real result from the gospel. Thank God that is not accomplished by the creature, it is accomplished by God. This soul, her name Ruth, had no claim on God. She was of a family, the children of whom were not to come into God’s habitation. She was not in a favoured position. She had no claim. But that is not true of you; you have a claim, you have a right to claim. People do this, they go to the Ministry of Social Security and they write out their claim; according to the law of the land they claim certain privileges, certain help. But, dear friend, you have a claim, you have a claim on Christ. The thing is, Have you put your claim in? Have you asked for what you are entitled to? When I say that I am not overlooking the fact that our blessing is of pure grace. There is nothing that I can do to merit it, but at the same time that pure grace is available for all men, “the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”, Titus 2: 11. Thank God it is not, as it were, on the horizon now, it is all around you. Everybody here who has been saved has been saved by grace, not of works but of grace. I ask you again as to whether you have appealed to the Lord Jesus. 

We read of Boaz here, his name means ‘in him is strength’. How strong Christ is, how strong He is to save, mighty to save, mighty to take up your case. He is a Man of wealth too, He has all the means to take up your case. You see this person Ruth, like you and me, needed redeeming. We carry an encumbrance with us, fallen history. It is like an incubus around us. 

Supposing you had never sinned from this day on, if that were possible, supposing you could envisage never sinning from this day till the day you are buried. You still have all that past history unresolved. God never sweeps sins under the carpet. No, He would not do that. What He has done is, He has paid the cost of the sinner’s redemption. He has provided for this incubus that we carry, this whole question of our sins and our sinful history. He has provided for it to be entirely met. There is a great inheritance for you, but the question of your redemption has to be settled first, and for this you need to get to Christ for yourself. It is one thing that comes out very plainly here, that she had in Naomi a great friend, a fine adviser, who knew even Boaz’s movements, knew where He would be on a particular night. She was very favoured. But I can tell you that the Lord Jesus is available for you right now. Not tomorrow, or next Wednesday, or Christmas eve, but right now He is available to take up your case and He is willing for it too. He has a lot on. He is a Man of many affairs, and there are many Ruths, men and women who need Him, and He will not turn one away. He will not put the shutter up either, This office closes at 4:30 p.m. No, never. Sunday? Yes, it is open Sunday too. That is the kind of Sunday opening that God approves, is it not? God uses Sunday too for transactions, not transactions of a material kind, but transactions that affect persons’ souls and their lives, and their whole subsequent history. 

This dear woman, Naomi, she was leading Ruth to Boaz, who is a type of Christ. But she could only take her a certain way, and that is all the preacher can do, take you a certain way. 

Your father and mother will take you and guide you as far as they can, then in the final resort you must get to Christ for yourself and settle that question of your sins and all the history. If you are going to have a place in eternal glory, you cannot take a sin there. Every one of those sins of yours and every one of my sins, the whole question must be settled. I ask you, friend, as to whether or not that has been your experience? You may have heard the gospel, you may have thought about it, you may even have sometimes felt a little tearful about it, far better you should feel that way than careless, but you must get to the Lord Jesus for yourself. She went to see him. In a way she risked her reputation, but what is her reputation compared with being a sinner, and she went and she got very near him. She lay at his feet, and then she said to him, “spread thy skirt over thy handmaid”. 

What does it mean? What is the teaching of it? It means she was asking to be covered; she was asking Boaz to spread his skirt over her so that she should be covered. Covered, why? 

What for? Covered to be suitable for him. That would involve at least the covering of one’s sins, would it not? Could you be associated with Christ and still retain your sins? Must not your sins be put away first? Must not that great question be settled before you can get really near? How near does every exercised sinner get? How near do you get? As near as you can, right under the wing. That is what it might be, spread thy wing, a great protective idea. We read about it in the Scriptures, about the eagle spreading out its wings, a great protective idea. 

She said, “spread thy skirt over thy handmaid”. Do you really want to be covered by the precious work of Jesus? Do you really want to avail yourself of the shed blood of Jesus? 

Then you will have to get near to Jesus, you will have to get into His presence and get that matter settled for yourself. As I say, your father and mother will do all they can to help you, but they will come to a point when they will just have to leave you alone with Jesus. Every soul who is saved has had a personal transaction with the Lord Jesus. We do not have testimony meetings, but it would be very interesting to get everyone here who is a believer to stand up and render a testimony to how they came to the Saviour. It would be very interesting but we are not going to do that, because this is the preaching, the announcement of the gospel. It is not a testimony meeting, but you can ask me if you like, and I would not mind asking you, in fact I would be very interested. We would find, dear friend, that the sum result would be that we would feel more and more attached to the Lord Jesus, each of us, and more and more aware of His saving glory, and the power that He has to save. You say, How near? Get into His presence, I would say. You want to be blessed. ‘How near, how blessed’, we sang. If you want to be blessed you must get near Him first. 

As you read this you find there is another man who had a certain right to redeem; that required three things. The redeemer, the one who had the right of redemption, there were three requirements that he must fulfil for that office. One was, he must have a legal right; and the second one was, that he must have the means to do it; and the third thing was that the redeemer must have the heart to do it. Only Boaz fulfilled those three requirements for Ruth. 

Only the Lord Jesus has all those three indispensable assets, and He is prepared to use them all to save you. Get rid of that sinful history. If it is not faced and not repented of, and the work of Jesus is not embraced, what utter sadness, what utter sorrow you are in for. We preach the grace of God, but what utter loss you are in for if you do not avail yourself of the work of Jesus. We were saying this afternoon, ‘In Him how near’. How near have you got? I linger over it a little, how near have you got? it is something for you to face. The question is put in all affection. How near have you got? 

You might say that you have got near at times, nearly to the point of yielding yourself to Christ, and then you have drawn back. Dear friend, I would just say, Do not trifle with it. You come a certain way in your exercise and then you step back. A solemn thing. The lifeboat comes to the sinking ship; it comes out of port, you can see it there with its lights on, it comes alongside the sinking ship and the waves are breaking, and along it comes. The only hope you have is to get into that lifeboat, and you are told to jump, and one jumps and he is saved. Not to land yet, but he is in the lifeboat. The lifeboat comes again and when they say ‘jump’, the person there on the gunwale hesitates; and he might jump too late, you know. Solemn, is it not? I have no doubt that kind of thing has been enacted. Men have risked their lives to get others into a place of safety and they have thought they could manage without them. While the opportunity is yours, you avail yourself of it. Get as near as you can, get under the wing of Jesus. It is a beautiful expression, ‘spread thy wing over thy handmaid’. 

He will undertake to protect you. If you commit yourself to him he will undertake to protect you, to see you through. You wonder how you may get through, a wicked world, a sinful world, whether you can stand it. You will find that He will protect you, in remarkable ways He will protect you. You will find that those persons you were afraid of are more afraid of you than you are of them. I have no doubt many incidents could be repeated, even in our own lives, where we have proved that the Lord was a protector one way and another, a great protector. Maybe that is your worry. You see the need of being saved, you see the need of the work of Christ, the precious redemptive work of Jesus, you see the need of it, but in the back of your mind you are worried about school tomorrow, or work, and what the people you confess the Lord’s name to will think. You are worried about the ridicule, are you not? Well, I was. For a long while I was worried about it, then one day I managed to get the Lord’s name out, managed to say, ‘Ernie, I am a believer in the Lord Jesus, I cannot do that’. I thought Ernie would laugh at me and sneer, instead of which he nearly went white, he did not worry me. That would be a simple testimony. The Lord has a wing, dear young one. You fear the world, do you not? Maybe you want its approval; somewhere or other down the line you want its approval, and you do not want to be the odd one out. Who does? But if you are the Lord’s, at any moment you can ask for His wing, ask for His protection. 

Well the story goes on here in this little book of Ruth, and in principle she has her whole need met by Boaz. Is that all the gospel? It is a part of it, a very fine part of it too to have all your need met, but there was more than that. She got closer still, ‘In Him how near, how blessed’. 

Dear friend, you do not only need to be near, you need to get the blessing, you need to come into divine blessing. What blessing it was! She could never get closer to Boaz, one who is a type of Christ. The redeemer became her husband. The word ‘husband’ is a fine word. 

Those of us who have been husbands would always acknowledge, I think, that from time to time we have failed. It is somewhat linked with the word that means taking care of something, like a husbandman taking care of the crops, he provides what is needed, he husbands the situation along. In the home, when his wife is under stress he goes into the kitchen, that sort of thing, he husbands things along. That is what he does or should do. But it is a fine word, and she found that Boaz became her husband and she became his wife. And you will find that too, “thy Maker is thy husband” (Isaiah 54: 5), the Man of resource who will supply what is needed to carry you through over that difficulty, you will find that He will fix it for you. I think that those of us who have been husbands for a few years will acknowledge that from time to time we have not done too well. But that is the idea of it, “thy Maker is thy husband”. “Thy Maker”, it is tougher than any job, no doubt that is what it means, “thy Maker is thy husband”. You see she got very near, how near. Think of how blessed she got too. 

The gospel of the glory of the blessed God is rich, it is extraordinarily rich as providing for the meeting of my sins and providing, too, power to get through adverse circumstances, but also to know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. We used to sing, ‘It passeth knowledge! that dear love of Thine, Lord Jesus Saviour’. It passeth knowledge, thy Maker is thy Husband, how near, how blessed. Dear friend, how does it leave you? How near? You have to deal with the Lord Jesus for yourself. Do so urgently, it is a priority matter, a real priority matter. Then prove that He is your Husband. We all need a resource. Every one of us needs a resource. She found that her redeemer was her husband, and the book finishes off with a worshipper. That is what the gospel was designed to secure, worshippers. You say, a worshipper, his heart is going up to God. Yes, that is true. His heart is so full that it goes out to God, and in a way, whilst it may be true that there is something flowing from the believer towards the blessed God, yet in a moment like that the believer is peculiarly satisfied himself. It is satisfied persons who worship, because in that very act of worship the believer is filling out his place. The service of God requires worshippers, it requires worship, but it also requires worshippers, and whilst their hearts may be outpouring, they are also simultaneously being refilled. How wonderful that is. There is a kind of fulfilment in the soul of the worshipper, so he is not left empty. His soul has gone out to God; you meet him on Monday and his soul is still going out to God. 

Jacob was peculiarly pleasing when he worshipped God. All his feelings, all his emotions, all that he had proved God to be would have come into his mind and soul as he worshipped on the top of his staff. His heart no doubt was full, and when the worshipping was finished his heart was still full. That is the intention, and that is the satisfaction. That is the character of satisfaction of fulfilment. Men speak about that these days, that the job should give a man or a woman fulfilment. But have fulfilment and you will find that the best worshippers are satisfied persons, it is those persons who know this fulfilment and touch a realm of satisfied desires. That was an expression I remember hearing as a child, to touch a realm of satisfied desires. Dear fellow believer, do you not think we could know a little more of that? I certainly do for myself, to enter consciously into a scene of satisfied desires, with my centre in Christ. Well I leave the word with you. How near are you, dear friend? Have you been into the Lord’s presence for yourself? Spread out the whole matter of your troubles, your whole problem and all the details of it, spread it out, and all your failures, and all that you find maybe even today in your heart, spread it all out before the Lord. You will find that His work will cover all of it, and then to be a worshipper. May the Lord in His grace bless the word. 

Preaching at Dundee
8 December 1991 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 2:1-3 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. [2] And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, I pray, go to the field and glean among the ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find favour. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. [3] And she went; and she came and gleaned in the fields after the reapers; and she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

Ruth 3:1-4 (JND) [1] And Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? [2] And now, is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he is winnowing barley in the threshing-floor to-night. [3] Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thyself, and put thy raiment upon thee, and go down to the floor; make not thyself known to the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. [4] And it shall be, when he lies down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall have lain down, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thyself down; and he will shew thee what thou shalt do.

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

Isaiah 54:5 (JND) [5] For thy Maker is thy husband: Jehovah of hosts is his name, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: the God of the whole earth shall he be called.



EXTRACT

The line between righteousness and lawlessness is clearly marked out in the path of Christ, so He is anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows; the fellows too are anointed; we can say, we are privileged to say, We are His companions—the house of God is down here. 

We are brought into the place of companions of Christ, and what is the effect? We get all impulse from Christ, we are indebted to Him for all impulse; if we get love in His circle we get it in Christ. The great weakness at the present time is that so many do not recognise His circle. We find love there and gladness prevailing. He gives the impulse to both these. He is pre-eminent; there too we discern between good and evil—“have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil”; we are not influenced by the fear or favour of man—these two are very dangerous to a saint. 

We want to be controlled by the word of God, that is, by Christ. We want to have the appreciation of Christ, that is the way. He loved righteousness and He hated lawlessness, and we appreciate these things in Him. It is not imitation that will do it, it is appreciation of Christ, and that leads to affection; then we seek to walk in His path. We must not yield to the lawlessness that is in the world; the path is clearly marked out for us, for He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. We shall follow in Christ’s path as we .appreciate Him, and then we shall be more truly His companions. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 16, pp.271, 272) 
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