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“AS POOR, BUT ENRICHING MANY”

W. Dickson 

2 Corinthians 8: 9; 6: 10 (“as poor, but enriching many”); 1 Corinthians 3: 19–23; Luke 21: 1–4; Ecclesiastes 9: 13–18 

In each of these scriptures, implied or actually said, there is a reference to a poor person—poor, but wealthy. The wealth that these persons had was given to them. Leaving aside for the moment the scripture that relates personally to the Lord Jesus (2 Corinthians 8: 9), the wealth was given to them by God. 

This scripture in 2 Corinthians 8 is, at all times, calculated to touch our affections. The apostle in his undoubted levitical skill, in dealing with this matter of the collections at Corinth, would take account of the known wealth of the city, which no doubt had its reflection amongst the saints. The Corinthians failed to act as God would have had them act in ministering to the needs of the saints so Paul brings in this choice touch as to the Lord Jesus. He does not say, ‘I am going to tell you about the grace of the Lord Jesus’, he did not say that; he says, “For ye know”, you know it. Beloved brethren, many here, I am sure, young and old alike, know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. These precious links that were formed with Him when we first felt the touch of His grace upon our hearts, youthful as we may have been, wayward in our thoughts—if not in our steps—these wondrous touches ever remain from the time when Jesus affected us by His grace. 

He says, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich 

...”. 

Now the question was raised in our conversations household-wise as to what extent the word 

‘mystery’ is applicable at the present time. May I venture to suggest, beloved brethren, that to attempt to intrude into the depth of meaning that is in that word “He, being rich” may be seeking an entry into what is mysterious. “He, being rich”. What could it mean, beloved? 

What could the expression mean in regard of the Person of Jesus, that He was rich? Let us ponder it; let us think of it with holy wonder and feelings; what could it mean that He was rich? Perhaps it could refer to His place there in the Deity, in that glorious equality with the other Persons in the Godhead. It could refer to the heavenly beings as they surrounded Him and gave Him His rightful praise. But we leave it at that, just touched by a spirit of wonder that “He, being rich, became poor”. 

Now, beloved brethren, Jesus became poor. That is not said of anybody else, that they became poor, in the context of the Scriptures. It was His own act; He became poor. And that does not refer just to the fact that He was born in Bethlehem, that He was cradled in a manger, that His parents were humble and obscure, and that His upbringing was, shall I say, of the most simple; I think it has a wider reference than these circumstances. It involves what He came into here in manhood, identifying Himself personally with every circumstance in which man was—in his need and distance from God—He took that way. It would be Luke’s gospel, would it not? It would be that wonderful treasury we have been speaking about. 

Luke’s gospel—Oh, think of it! How our hearts should ever ponder that wondrous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He became poor “in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”. 

How enriched we have been. Do we ever go 

over our riches, beloved brethren? Have you ever endeavoured to take an inventory of your spiritual wealth? At the time when you were too tired to read, too burdened to pray any more, too weary to visit the saints, and you thought everything was going to collapse around you—

have you sat down and written out an inventory of your spiritual wealth? Oh, how many continuation sheets you would need! Nothing we have, beloved brethren, is, of our own merit. Nothing we have is ours on account of anything we have done to earn it and secure it. 

The blessed Saviour, He went to the cross, opened the floodgates of divine love in all their powerful flow, and reached us and the Father has “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”. 

So Paul knew something about this when he said, “as poor, but enriching many”, 2 

Corinthians 6: 10. That is the last reading that we had today, “as poor, but enriching many”. 

Those four lepers in 2 Kings 7 were poor, but they enriched many. Think of a young believer, a young Christian, going to the office, and in a poverty-stricken atmosphere enriching persons, just telling them about the Lord, telling them about the Saviour, bringing in the wealth of the dispensation of grace and thus enriching many. Think of Paul and Silas in the prison at Philippi, poor, but enriching many, pouring the wealth of divine grace into that darkened prison. Who was the poorest person there? The jailor, he was the poorest person there. Paul and Silas, perhaps their very clothes were in tatters, yet “poor, but enriching many”. 

There was Paul before Agrippa in all his splendour. No doubt he would look at Paul and would say, ‘Who is this poor man here? Who is he?’. It was Paul, a depositary of divine wealth, standing there in front of him. Who was rich? Who was poor there? Paul wrote to Galatia, that poverty- 

stricken area, bound in the trammels of legality. Oh, there is nothing so poor as legality. 

There they were in Galatia, poor, and what does he do? He pours in the wealth; he enriches them. “God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts” (Galatians 4: 6), he wrote. He brings forth the glory of the dispensation, the great thought of sonship. When Paul says, “as poor, but enriching many”, he was speaking, as he had right to speak, in some degree of his own service to many assemblies. 

In 1 Corinthians 3 (and I want to link this scripture with Ecclesiastes), there were great bulwarks being built against Corinth. Corinth was a besieged city, and there was the poor wise man—Paul—there. And he says, “the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God”. 

They traded in it at Corinth; they traded in the wisdom of this world. But Paul said it is foolishness; then “He who takes the wise in their craftiness”, and again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise that they are vain”. The Lord knows. In assembly matters you have to have confidence in the Lord. You must have a conscious inward sense that the Lord knows the reasonings of the hearts of men. That is very strengthening. He proceeds, “So that let no one boast in men”. He put his finger right where the source of the trouble lay. He wrote, “Let no one boast in men”. May we be preserved from it, beloved brethren. May the experiences of these years, that have left an almost irreparable scar on the face of the recovery, be not lost on the brethren. Let us cling steadfastly and without deviation to the Leader of our salvation, and cling to His headship and His power. 

Paul then proceeds, “For all things are yours. Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas”; Paul did not belong to any party. Apollos did not belong to any party. Cephas was not the figurehead of any party. 

“All are yours”. Every gift in the assembly is ours. Everyone who has brought wealth and substance and direction in regard to the truth belongs to the saints. And he says, “or the world”—think of that—“or the world, or life, or death”, they are all yours. What world is he speaking about? There is another world, do you know it? Do you know a world that is yours? 

Many here know it, a world that is theirs, but it is not this world. It may be a reference to this world, I do not know; but many know another world and Christ is the centre of it. And death—yes, that is ours also. Oh, is it yours? Death is a most powerful possession to have in spiritual life. Did you know that? Death is a most powerful possession of the Christian. How many persons have been lost to the testimony because they were not prepared to die. 

“Things present, or things coming”—what a range!—he says, “all are yours”. Ah! but notice this now, look at the scripture, beloved—“Ye are Christ’s”. He did not say, ‘And Christ is yours’. He did not say that. You would have thought he would have risen to the grand climax of his thoughts and said, ‘And Christ is yours’, but he did not say that. He says, “Ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s”. Thank God for that! That blessed Man is our link with God, but in all His glory, all His greatness. He is God’s and is for God. It was for God’s service and God’s praise that the work of redemption was done. It was done for God. What did these Corinthians think when they read that letter? We hope, we trust, that they sat down and said, 

‘How small we have been! How poverty-stricken and lacking in wealth we have been! We have all that wealth, all that divine giving; it all belongs to us and we did not understand it or appreciate it, and we used these men—Paul, Apollos and Cephas, and leaders in Corinth (1 

Corinthians 3: 4–6) as party leaders, overlooking the great and 

outstanding value of the apostles as ministers of the assembly’. 

So in Ecclesiastes 9, “There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it”. That was Corinth. 

God had said, “I have much people in this city” (Acts 18: 10), and Paul’s service had established a local assembly in that place. The great feature of the local assembly was to stand out in all its distinctiveness in the dispensation of the Spirit. The enemy saw that, there was something being established in the way of a garrison in every local place that would mean the overthrow of his order of things, and he built great bulwarks against that city. That was Corinth. The immorality, these party schisms, that belittling of Paul—these were the bulwarks that the enemy reared against that city. But, “there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city”. 

Beloved brethren, is there a poor wise man available today? Is there one? Do you ever pray for that, that the Lord will raise up, in His grace, a poor wise man who will deliver any city from the attack that may be made upon it? Part of the wisdom that the poor man used was that powerful thing that he possessed—death. Death to the flesh, death to the first order of man, death to the proud will of man. Do you remember what was said in regard to the two pillars that Samson brought down in the house of the Philistines? You older brethren, do you remember? Samson took hold of these two pillars, the mind of man and the will of man, and bowed himself with all his might. He said, “Lord ... strengthen me ... this once”, Judges 16: 28. These two pillars, the mind of man and the will of man, these Philistine features, he brought them down, but at the cost of his life. 

It follows, “no man remembered that poor man”. Have we forgotten Him? We rightly use this scripture at times in relation to the Lord Jesus. Young people, here are you remembering the poor wise Man? Will you all break bread tomorrow? or are you amongst those who are not going to remember Him? So it says, “Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools”, Ecclesiastes 9: 16, 17. 

Now, where do you hear the words of the wise? You will hear them in the presence of God, that is where you will hear them. You will not get them in social conversation with the brethren, discussing this, discussing that, discussing the next thing; you will not get them that way. The question would be if you ever get them that way. If you want direction, if you want guidance, if you want your feet to be kept in the path of the will of God, get into the presence of God and hear the words of the wise. “Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good”, Ecclesiastes 9: 18. May none be guilty of destroying what is good, whether it be little or much. 

There is another reference to a besieged city, and I would just like to turn to it. Deuteronomy 20: 19—“When thou shalt besiege a city many days, in making war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by lifting up an axe against them; for thou canst eat of them; and thou shalt not cut them down, for is the tree of the field a man that it should be besieged? Only the trees which thou knowest are not trees for meat, thou mayest destroy and—cut them down, and build bulwarks against the city that maketh war with thee, until it fall”. Paul and Apollos and Cephas, they were the great fruit-bearing trees, and it says 

in the note, ‘not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man’s life)’. 

Do we know, beloved brethren, that the gifts that the Lord has given in the assembly are for our life—man’s life? The scripture warns us not to cut down the tree that bears fruit. It is a warning. It is that your life lies in the tree that bears fruit, Ephesians 4—the gifts from the ascended Head, the self-building up in love of the body. Oh, how many fruitful trees one has seen cut down and turned into weapons of war! That is what they were doing at Corinth, cutting down these fruitful trees and making them weapons of war. But in verse 20 the reference is to the tree that does not bear fruit, you can cut that down. Cut down the pride of human intellect, cut down the glory of man; cut down all these things, these trees do not bring fruit. 

But the tree that bears fruit—those three lovely trees in Jotham’s parable—you would not cut down those trees. You would not cut down the trees that Jotham described so prophetically, but you would cut down that thorn-bush that would rule over the trees. Oh, that tree that does not bear fruit, the tree that wants to rule over the brethren; cut it down! Cut down that kind of thing, dealing in self-judgment with it in ourselves. We want to preserve everything that is good, everything that can help the brethren, everything that can strengthen the work of God, in order to extend the richness of the divine system as it operates amongst us by the Spirit. 

In Luke 21 we find this woman. “He looked up and saw the, rich casting their gifts into the treasury; but he saw also a certain poor with casting therein two mites”. Can I refer back to the reading yesterday morning, when the question 

came up about the assembly? if somebody said to you (this is prompted by a remark a brother made), ‘What is the assembly?’ what would you say? Well, one has given a little thought to it, and (as briefly as possible) the answer would be that the assembly is God’s dwelling place here upon earth. That is what the assembly is. That would really make a difference to us if we thought more of the assembly as God’s dwelling place on earth. 

This woman was a certain poor widow casting in her two mites. What are the two mites? She is like David here in her royalty, “the house of my God”, 1 Chronicles 29: 3. One mite was what was prepared in her affection, and the other mite what was prepared in her affliction. 

This poor widow gave of her own property. A widow, that was her own property. It was the experience that she had passed through that made available these two mites. 

Oh, brethren, do the widows amongst us mean anything to you? Do they mean anything to you spiritually? Do they mean anything to you in any sense, the widows amongst us? Do you think of the wealth that the Lord is securing in the widowed sisters in our time? The Lord said, “This poor widow has cast in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts of God; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had”. 

How wealthy she was! Do you think she lost by giving it? No, she did not lose. She has her place in divine favour for she considered for God’s dwelling place down, here. Young people, on that high level commit yourself, devote yourself to the assembly as God’s dwelling-place here upon earth, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
1 January 1983. 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

2 Corinthians 6:10 (JND) [10] as grieved, but always rejoicing; as poor, but enriching many; as having nothing, and possessing all things.

1 Corinthians 3:19-23 (JND) [19] For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God; for it is written, He who takes the wise in their craftiness. [20] And again, [The] Lord knows the reasonings of the wise that they are vain. [21] So that let no one boast in men; for all things are yours. [22] Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or [the] world, or life, or death, or things present, or things coming, all are yours; [23] and *ye* [are] Christ's, and Christ [is] God's.

Luke 21:1-4 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; [4] for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts [of God]; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had.

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 (JND) [13] This also have I seen as wisdom under the sun, and it was great unto me. [14] There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

2 Corinthians 8 (JND) [1] But we make known to you, brethren, the grace of God bestowed in the assemblies of Macedonia; [2] that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty has abounded to the riches of their [free-hearted] liberality. [3] For according to [their] power, I bear witness, and beyond [their] power, [they were] willing of their own accord, …

2 Kings 7 (JND) [1] And Elisha said, Hear the word of Jehovah. Thus saith Jehovah: To-morrow about this time shall the measure of fine flour be at a shekel, and two measures of barley at a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. [2] And the captain on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God and said, Behold, if Jehovah should make windows in the heavens, would this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. [3] And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate, and they said one to another, Why do we abide here until we die? …

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

Ecclesiastes 9 (JND) [1] For all this I laid to my heart and [indeed] to investigate all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God; man knoweth neither love nor hatred: all is before them. [2] All things [come] alike to all: one event to the righteous and to the wicked, to the good, and to the clean, and to the unclean, to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. [3] This is an evil among all that is done under the sun, that one thing befalleth all: yea, also the heart of the children of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live; and after that, [they have to go] to the dead. …

Acts 18:10 (JND) [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

Judges 16:28 (JND) [28] And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes.

Ecclesiastes 9:16-17 (JND) [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

Ecclesiastes 9:18 (JND) [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Deuteronomy 20:19 (JND) [19] When thou shalt besiege a city many days, in making war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by lifting up an axe against them; for thou canst eat of them; and thou shalt not cut them down, for is the tree of the field a man that it should be besieged?

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Luke 21 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; …

1 Chronicles 29:3 (JND) [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary:



CHRIST’S SHEPHERD SERVICE AND ITS RESULTS

J. N. Grace 

John 10: 4, 10–16; 11: 1–6 

I am sure that what has just been said is the truth; everything depends upon the place the Lord has in our hearts. In chapter 9 of this gospel the man had been cast out; he was not wanted, and I would think we have all had that experience. He was not wanted because he loved Christ. Little by little the truth as to who He was dawned upon him and he was true to it. Let us be true to our convictions as to the Lord. This man was true and he was not wanted, he was cast out. We can be sure that any who are cast out because of fidelity to the Lord have not got to find Him; He will find them. They are the kind of people the Lord wants; He wants their company; He wants to disclose something further; that is what He loves to do to hearts that have really come under His sway and have been loyal to Him. He has things to disclose, a little bit more about the glory of His Person. That is what we want, is it not? We want to know more of Jesus. And so this man was brought to do homage to the Lord, and then I think if we follow the sequence of these chapters we can say he found himself in the flock; he was not any longer alone. There is a certain way the Lord has taken in our exercises in these days to see to it that persons know what it is to be alone, alone with Himself. 

We have been told long ago that we are not in a position to appreciate the assembly until we know what it is to be alone. This man was alone and Jesus found him, and I think he became conscious then that there were others; he belonged to the flock. In chapter 10 we get the flock, we get those wonderful words of Jesus, “My sheep”. It is fine, is it not, to have the sense of the Lord saying, “My sheep”? They are nobody else’s; the Lord has His rights over them and they are undisputed; if anybody interferes with the Lord’s rights over His sheep they have to say to the Lord. That is a very safe thing to get into your soul, that you belong to the flock, the flock of Jesus. No one can take you out of His hand. I think some are still a little fearful of things. No need to be fearful when you are in the hand of Jesus; no one can seize you out of His hand, and you learn that He is over all. It says in this chapter, ‘when He puts forth His sheep’, so, like the man at the end of chapter 9, you forget in one sense that the Jews cast him out, you come to the understanding that the Lord had put him out. I think we come to that—whether we left a situation, or whether we were thrown out, how thankful we can be that the Lord has put us out because He has something better in mind for us. There may be rest in the protection of the fold but the Lord says, That is not sufficient; it is only attachment to Myself that will keep you. 

There is no doubt in this chapter where the Lord refers to Himself as the good Shepherd; it is really a reference to David, who hazarded his life for the sheep. We might say that love is behind it, but love is not exactly the subject of this chapter; it is care for the sheep. He puts them forth and He leads them out; He is going to protect them from the wolf. It is a wonderful thing to know the good Shepherd. He says, “If anyone enter in by me he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. So we come back to the Person of Jesus and our own personal links with Him. As we enjoy our personal links with Jesus we have the consciousness that we are not alone; there is a flock, and the Lord is thinking of them all, He knows them by name. If we are unknown by anybody else we are known by Jesus and He knows us by name. That means that each one has a distinctive place in the heart of Jesus. That is very comforting, is it not, to know that He cares for us even if nobody else does, and He knows exactly all that anyone goes through; the ravages of the wolf. He knows all about it. He knows that the thief may come and steal, and kill and destroy. What scattering there has been; but, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. 

Well, it is a very blessed thing to have the sense that the Lord knows His sheep by name and that we know His voice. I think we can get a sense when the Lord is speaking that there is something unique about it; it is the Lord, and you want to follow that voice. So we need to be on the alert to know what the Lord is saying currently. There is what He said last year, but there is what He is saying now, and we are to follow Him. Then He says, I have other sheep which are not of this fold. I am not speaking exactly of the teaching of the chapter, that involves, maybe, the Gentiles and the Jews and the remnant, but I think we can apply it today, and if we find the heart of the Shepherd we find that it is large enough to have many others in it too. Now we ought to be on the alert, I think, for other sheep that the Lord has in His heart. He is going to bring them in, because there is only one flock and there is only one Shepherd. Even if there are only two or three of us we are going to hold that in our hearts; there is one flock and there is one Shepherd. What we enjoy belongs to all, and the heart of the Shepherd carries every sheep; in fact, when we take other scriptures into consideration we find He carries them on His shoulders. Well, how wonderful is the care of the Shepherd! He carries the lambs in His bosom. How wonderful it is to think of the Shepherd who will carry us! We have to learn to walk and follow Him, but if we are feeling very weak, well, He will carry us on His shoulders and He will carry us in His bosom. Oh, there is not only His care but there is His love. We find ourselves in the flock, and as we do and experience the care and affection of Christ we are in a circle where love is operating, and that is chapter 11. 

It says, “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”. He did not just love the three of them. He loved each of them; the Lord loves us personally. This is John’s way of presenting the truth; it is the Person of Christ, and it is the persons of His own that the Lord has His own direct relations with, every believer. He loves them and He cares for them, and what He has in mind is to bring them into the enjoyment of a family circle where love is known and enjoyed. It relates, of course, to the family of God, which is not a local thought; it is a universal thought, but still, we can make the bearing of it local because every universal thought when it comes to the matter of practice works in our localities. 

So we have the village of Bethany. The Lord loved to come to Bethany because He was welcome there. He came there into a place where He loved certain persons. You can be sure that in an area where the love of Christ is known the enemy will seek to invade it; he did; death came in. The Lord allowed it to come in, and He is with them, but He allowed it in order that, as He says, “the Son of God may be glorified by it”. It is something for us to lay hold of that whatever the Lord allows in His wisdom, His intent is that we should come to know Him better, and that some fresh glory of His Person may shine into our hearts, and that is what happened. 

But when He heard that Lazarus was sick He waited two days. Just think of that, a little local company, shall we say, two sisters and a brother, and the brother dies. What a testing time for them, and the Lord waits two days before He goes to the place. We would like the Lord to intervene, just as Martha did. We would have said, I think, as Martha did, ‘Lord, if you had been here that would not have happened; it just would not have happened’. But the Lord stayed away because He saw that it was necessary that it should happen. It takes us a while, a long while I think, to arrive at the fact that certain things that the Lord puts us through are necessary in divine wisdom and that they happen because He loves us. That is the simple explanation of it; He loves us. But He can deal with the whole situation and we are to have the faith of that. Martha had, she said, ‘I know that if you had been here it would not have happened’. Mary says the same thing, and then when Jesus does come to the place, Martha says she knows Lazarus will rise in the resurrection in the last day. 

The Lord says, “Believest thou this?” What she needed to be brought to was not that the Lord was going to do it in the last day, but that He could do it now, and she had to wait on Him in that respect. They loved one another—no doubt they did, these three, because they missed their brother, but what shines out supremely is that the Jews had to say, “Behold how he loved him!”—How He loved him! So they waited and Martha brings up this matter as to resurrection and the Lord says, “I am the resurrection”. The fact of Lazarus being raised would be one thing, but can we reach beyond that to the One who is able to do it, to the Person? That is what the Lord wanted to get at, “I am the resurrection and the life”. The glory of God shines in this section as He stands there. 

Martha says, “He stinks already”; corruption had come in. I have no doubt that we reach that in our souls sometimes; our faith wanes and we give up hope and we think the position is hopeless. It is not hopeless in the presence of the Son of God. It could not be, because death has to flee in His presence. When Jesus arrives at the tomb something must happen; something must happen when Jesus comes in. When He says, “Lazarus, come forth”, the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with grave-clothes. O, dear brethren, we pray for the Lord to come in in respect to our brethren that are bound. If He does bring them forth they till might be bound hand and foot; there might be something for us to do in the way of liberating them. Have we the moral power, and affection for Christ in holding them in our hearts, so that we can do it? We may be tested on this, our ability to “loose him and let him go”. But if it is the work of God that appears, there is no need to fear, we can have confidence in the work of God under the hand of Christ as He begins to operate. 

Then what happens? Martha has been adjusted; Mary has followed things intelligently, and Lazarus is in life. Are they enjoying things just for themselves? Are they holding what they have been through in relation to their relief? He came to Bethany, .where they made Him a supper. I think that is the great end that the Lord is at in all these exercises, to get something for Himself, and if there is a circle where we have been through exercises, and life has come in, then how are we holding things? We are holding whatever we have just to exalt Christ and, make much of Him. That is what happened here; it was not the Lord’s supper; that is what He has done for us, and it is the least we can do for Him, to do what He asks in remembrance of Him. But of this it says, ‘There therefore they made Him a supper’ (John 12: 2), in 

Bethany, in the very place where all these exercises, so testing, had been gone through. It had resulted in the fact that Christ was everything to them, and there they made Him a supper. 

That is what is going to happen here in Christchurch. The exercises that the Lord puts us through are going to result in all that we have and are being made available for Christ. It is striking, is it not, that they do not say much about it; some of us may be a bit more talkative than others, but that is not the point in this; each one fitted into his or her place. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, and what comes out is the odour of the ointment. What that must have meant for Christ! “The house was filled with the odour of the ointment”, filled; this is Christianity, the assembly really. It does not go as far, you may say, in this section as the assembly, but nevertheless it is on the way to it in that what has come from the Person of Christ is finding its reflection in the hearts of those who want to make everything of Him. 

We are not safe unless Christ has the whole situation in hand. The enemy will be dead set against that kind of thing. So it is striking that it is one in the very innermost circle who derides this service. The silence is broken by someone saying, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” Beloved brethren, the enemy is all the time on the line of lowering the level of things, and particularly as to the Person, of Christ. If he can becloud the Person of Christ and His work he has been successful in what he is at. But the Lord has His own direct service to us as the Shepherd according to John’s gospel. It is like what we had in Ezekiel, “Behold I, even I, will both search for my sheep, and tend them” 

(Ezekiel 34: 11), and you can be sure that if we submit to His ways of care and love, and cultivate 

our acquaintance with the Person of Christ, we shall find that we shall be together as one in our desire to make everything of Jesus just in the very locality where in divine wisdom He has set us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch. N.Z.
27 November 1979 

 


Scripture references

John 10:4-16 (JND) [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. …

John 11:1-6 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was.

John 12:2 (JND) [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.

Ezekiel 34:11 (JND) [11] For thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold I, [even] I, will both search for my sheep, and tend them.



“I DESIRE ... RATHER THAT YE SHOULD PROPHESY”

A. B. Parker 

Amos 7: 14–16 (first phrase) 

We need greater liberty in the meeting for prophetic ministry. There are very few really who give a word on occasions like this. Paul in referring to the exercise of gift among the saints indicated that to prophesy was a great matter, above all to prophesy (1 Corinthians 14: 5). 

Why should we not desire to prophesy? I believe that God would honour the desire to receive a word from Him that we can give utterance to to bring in His mind at any point; whether it be in times of stress or in times of prosperity, a word from God is needed, possibly more so in times of prosperity. We have seen recently in relation to Solomon that the greatest prosperity that Israel ever knew was in his day, and yet he turned aside from the will of God. David had Nathan and Gad because he appreciated the word of God and he would listen to what Nathan and Gad would say. And when Nathan said to him, “Thou art the man!” (2 Samuel 12: 7), he said, “I have sinned” (2 Samuel 12: 13), and immediately Nathan had the word, “Thou shalt not die”. Jehovah spoke to Solomon directly, He appeared to him, exhorted him to pursue the will of God, and not to turn aside from His commandments (1 Kings 6: 12). But he did. The prophetic word 

is vital, and I think the more we appreciate it the more we will desire to have some little part in this matter of prophecy, not just to give a word. What is said may be very brief or very simple, but if it brings in the mind of God that is the great point. 

So here was Amos. He apparently had no thought of prophesying; he did not regard himself as having any status or standing to do such a thing because he was not a prophet nor a son of a prophet; he was a herdman and a gatherer of sycamore fruit and God took him from following the flock. There is a man who is a herdman, but how does he fulfil his work as a herdman? He followed the flock. God took David from following and made him leader. It is a great matter to have the features of a follower. John refers to the Lord Jesus saying, “Follow me”, John 21: 19. Peter says, ‘What about this man?’ And what was that man doing? He was following Jesus. The Lord said, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee? 

Follow thou me”; ‘You see to yourself’. Following the flock would be a test because it means that the flock sets the pace. Sometimes we try to hurry things, we are not patient enough. 

This man would be patient; he would follow the flock; he would take account of the features of the flock; he would not overdrive; he was not out in front, he was following. And then he was a gatherer of sycamore fruit. I have wondered what this means, sycamore fruit; what is it anyway? In looking it up I found that it is a relatively small fruit. It would take a lot of patience to gather sycamore fruit. So whether it be in the appreciation of every little bit of evidence of the work of God in persons and the holding of it as of value in our souls, or whether it be taking account of the movements of the saints and following in view of preserving the flock in the right direction, not 

allowing any to go astray, these were features that God could take account of. And He says, I will use you, Amos. 

The service that Amos had to fulfil was a very, very disheartening one, because the book is full of the expression of God’s anger and His hatred of what the people were going on with, and He indicates to Amos the very details. Think of God saying to Amos that the people sell the poor for a pair of shoes (Amos 8: 6). Just think of how they regarded life amongst the brethren; unless you were somebody of importance they would sell you for a pair of shoes. 

There is so much in detail that God says that you marvel that He takes account of these things happening amongst His people. But He knows in detail, and He knew that Amos would understand, because as Amos followed the flock he would watch everyone in the flock. He would see that none strayed away, he would see if one lingered and seemed ill, he would see if one was lamed by any matter, he would see if there was something approaching that would be dangerous. If he saw the wolf coming he would not flee. This is a man that God can take up. And who is there of us that would not desire to be like this? We do not have to be persons whose initials appear in the ministry in order to have these features. 

Then we find the discouraging kind of ministry that the Lord gives to Amos to utter. How much better it would be, we might think, if Amos could say that God was going to come in and greatly prosper the people. Well, he did say that in the last chapter; that was a wonderful word that God gave him. He said in principle, Amos, you have been faithful in all that I have told you to utter and now I am going to give you the joy of saying what is going to happen to Israel in the way of blessing. Even though it has not come in yet— 

the prophecy of Amos in the last chapter is still to come, still to be fulfilled—Amos was given the joy of being able to minister like that. It is wonderful to be able to minister things which cheer, and encourage, and strengthen the saints. 

Well, that is the service of Amos. But he had feelings too, he did not merely say what God told him to say. God indicated to him that He was going to send the locusts and eat up all the latter growth that came up after the king’s mowings, after the harvest, this latter growth when things have been devastated, as we have seen it happen, and yet afterwards the Spirit of God working, a latter growth coming up in freshness and greenness, and God says, I am going to send the locusts to destroy it. The feelings of Amos could not be contained and he pleaded that it would not be so; he said, “How shall Jacob arise? for he is small”. And then God said He was going to send a fire and it was going to take away everything. Amos pleaded with God and then God says, It will not be. Think of how the feelings of Amos entered into these things. These are features that should characterise us, even though we are not thinking of ourselves as serving brethren. This man had no thought of being in the role of a prophet, but he was raised up for this purpose because of his fidelity, because of his constancy, because of his care of the flock, like Timothy of whom Paul could say, “I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”, Philippians 2: 20. 

So it is, dear brethren, that I just mention this in view of it being taken to heart and in view of there being a greater readiness on the part of persons here, brothers, to be free to participate when they have the consciousness of having something from the Lord which would help the dear brethren to proceed and be encouraged and have the strength to 

meet conditions which arise and be pursuing faithfully to the end. May we be encouraged, dear brethren. I believe that the sisters too have a part in this, because while they do not prophesy in the meetings they can certainly bring in God’s mind in the home, and to encourage their husbands along these lines would be a very real service. 

I believe if we are set therefore for the testimony, for the interests of the Lord, for the welfare of the saints, for the elimination of issues that are so vexatious and so tortuous in the way of bringing in feelings and divided outlook, that these things may be clarified, there may be a state that the Lord can take account of and He can say, That is a spot where I can bring a half-dead man, where he will be cared for and nurtured and where the numbers among the brethren will increase because material suited for the assembly is salvaged. May the Lord say, I have many that are in this state and I would like to bring them to you, but I would like conditions amongst you to be such that they will be nurtured and cared for and will get well and be normal assembly persons as the result of being cared for in the inn. May the Lord encourage us, dear brethren, for we need it. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
14 August 1979 

 


Scripture references

Amos 7:14-16 (JND) [14] And Amos answered and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit. [15] And Jehovah took me as I followed the flock, and Jehovah said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. [16] And now hear thou the word of Jehovah: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and utter not [words] against the house of Isaac.

1 Corinthians 14:5 (JND) [5] Now I desire that ye should all speak with tongues, but rather that ye should prophesy. But greater is he that prophesies than he that speaks with tongues, unless he interpret, that the assembly may receive edification.

2 Samuel 12:7 (JND) [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man! Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

2 Samuel 12:13 (JND) [13] And David said to Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said to David, Jehovah has also put away thy sin: thou shalt not die.

1 Kings 6:12 (JND) [12] As to this house which thou art building, if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and practise mine ordinances, and keep all my commandments to walk in them, then will I perform my word as to thee which I spoke unto David thy father;

John 21:19 (JND) [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.

Amos 8:6 (JND) [6] that we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; and that we may sell the refuse of the wheat.

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.



THE ETERNAL REST

J. Pellatt 

Each closing week in rapid flight— 

Tells of the coming day, the far-spent night, 

The final conflict of the one good fight— 

Then the eternal rest. 

Lord, keep us close to Thy blest side, 

Teach us in Thee forever to abide, 

In Thine own might to stem the swelling tide 

And enter into rest. 

Our hearts are cheered by Thy blest voice 

Bidding us not to fear, but to rejoice, 

Thy path of sorrow here our happy choice, 

Till we shall rest with Thee. 

Enough that we shall see Thy face 

Amid the glories of that heavenly place, 

Then to shine forth the witness of Thy grace, 

When God in love shall rest. 

 


EXTRACTS

The testimony of the Lord brings the Lord Himself before men. Paul said to the Corinthians, 

“We preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 

sake”. We make, as a rule, too much of the vessel. Paul brought the Lord before men, and where the Lord is received He confirms the word by the gift of Holy Spirit. It is a mistake to make too much of the instrument; the instrument is our bondman, and the Lord should be the great reality to us, both as the source and subject of the testimony. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 9, p.13) 

God is love, and His love impelled Him to make Himself known, and so we get many sons brought to glory. The privilege of sons is that they know God as revealed in love. To Adam He was known as a beneficent Creator, but we have now the revelation of God in love. The glory of God is in the accomplishment of His purpose. Nothing thwarts Him. We rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God; glory is the complete satisfaction of God in the accomplishment of His purposes in Christ. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 9, p.411) 

Evil arises, and one has painfully to admit that in the gatherings there are current issues unsolved; evil raising up its head, and, in some instances, inability to meet it; participation in worldly associations, radios, and mixed marriages. These are decoys of the devil to distract and defile the brethren; and God would call upon us to gird up our loins, and face these things with others like them; and what is needed, among other things, is positive balance; positive things that will maintain us in balance. “For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble ... just ... pure … amiable ... of good report; if there be any virtue and if any praise, think on these things”. They furnish balance. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 46, p.389) 

A man who prays has power with God, and if with God he will have power with men, so that to preach with power you must pray. We should be much humbled if we do not influence men. If you have not power with the saints, the secret is that you do not pray, because if you have power with God you will have power with men. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 5, p.403) 

“Without me ye can do nothing”. Neglect of this is the secret of all failure. It is the cause in every instance … This is the only secret of power—to see Christ taken up. 

J. B. Stoney (N.S. Vol. 7, p.279) 
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