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“HE REMAINED TWO DAYS ... WHERE HE WAS”

B. M. Deck 

John 11: 5–10; 1 Corinthians 16: 8, 9, 13, 14 

I was thinking, dear brethren, of the fact that the Lord remained two days in the place where He was, rather than immediately moving into the sphere of such immediate need. I thought there may be a link in the fact that Paul remained at Ephesus rather than directly going into Corinth. I think there may be a certain directive for us in the need to approach the practical sphere of exercises from another place, another realm, that is not affected by the circumstances. There is tremendous need to be effective in how matters proceed among us, that the enemy is not given any advantage whatever, but that there should be a constant constructive line bringing the dear brethren over to the heavenly position that is ours, not only that there is truth for us, but that we know what it is to be really established and in the enjoyment of what belongs to the assembly. 

Now the Lord remained two days in the place where He was. I think that is over the Jordan, going back to John 10: 40, He “departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first—and he abode there”. That is where He remained two days, whereas those He loved, Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus, were going through very, very deep exercise, and He remained in that place for two days. He is the ever perfect Model; we ever learn from Him, and as He took that place and abode there beyond the Jordan where John was baptising it just occurs to me that the inference would be that He would have His loved ones with Him there. The deep exercise they were going through, facing death, the death of Lazarus, could not be shortened, it had to be gone through. Think of what it would have meant to the Lord to remain there two days, yet entering so feelingly into what that scene in Bethany meant! I do not want to go into the detail of what really came into it, but it brings out the depth of His feelings. His tears as He felt the pressure of death on men; but He Himself abode beyond the Jordan where John was baptising at the first. It just seems to me that the Lord would lead us skilfully, tenderly, but patiently, into what death actually means, in order to reach Him in a scene beyond death, where that shadow can never come. 

Oh, the intensity of the love that entered into that service, that He could remain away from that scene for two days in order that substantially and through experience these beloved brethren, this family at Bethany whom He so loved—it was the settled disposition of His love—should be brought consciously through to find in Himself the resurrection and the life, the centre of a world beyond death. These things are very, very real; it is so needful that we should reach what is true of us and true of the assembly as a heavenly vessel. We do not get, as we know, the assembly referred to directly in this gospel, but we get the personnel who form the vessel, the assembly which Christ loves, and He loved each of them. Just think of what it must have meant to Him to remain there two days knowing what they were going through, but His service was to bring them through the experience to what over the Jordan really means, involving their death with Him, and bringing the disciples into it, because if some are reaching this all should reach it, so one says, “Let us also go, that we may die with him”, John 11: 16. From a sphere of intense pressure, where the Jews would have stoned Him, He 

retires to a place beyond the Jordan; He could not be touched; it was where John was baptising at the first; it seems the point of a strong moral line of things that the Lord could skilfully lead those He loved to find a place that cannot be touched by death. 

Dear brethren, we cannot short-cut the way to eternal life. We would love to turn the page to John 12, but we need John 11; we need to understand the effectiveness of the Lord’s service that would lead us through those deep and intense exercises, that we should understand what over the Jordan means and what the baptism of John means. Now I did not wish to go into the detail of this but rather show that the Lord is skilfully leading us into an area of things and of relationships that is outside this world altogether, and is connected with the joy and experience of eternal life. 

Now Paul, it seems, catches on this idea, he did not go to Corinth at once, he says, “But I remain in Ephesus until Pentecost”. He wrote to them, he knew what was going on, he knew the deep exercises of that local meeting, but he says he is going to remain in Ephesus until Pentecost. I think the teaching would be that he is waiting on the Spirit, he is recognizing the Spirit, he is sensitive as to how to move; he is not directly going into the sphere of conflict, he says he is going to stay at Ephesus. That is, he is going to stay where he is not influenced, in a heavenly enjoyment of things that coloured his ministry throughout. He says, I will stay there, and I will think about the beloved brethren down in Corinth from here. Oh, how he loved them! How like his Master; yet the more he loved them the less he was loved; but it did not affect his love for them. Let our hearts yearn for our brethren; we can help them most in the Spirit of the Master in which we 

positively maintain the truth and remain at Ephesus. Let the full glory of that heavenly position govern our movements and our thinking and our actions. There is great need that .the truth should be applied effectively amongst us. So Paul says, “I remain in Ephesus until Pentecost”. 

Then he says, “a great door is opened to me and an effectual one”—a heavenly door. Let us get in that door, let us pursue and explore the things through that door, an opened door, and an effectual one. Let us see that we are pursuing the heavenly line; we shall then see in better perspective the things that need adjustment on the practical side of our lives, and in our localities; we will see them in better perspective and in better proportion; maybe they will not assume such big proportions if we look at them from the top; we need to get up there and look down and see matters as God sees them. No general would conduct his battle from the ranks, he would get to a point of vantage to see what the whole position is, and that is like Paul here. What a general he was, but what a lover he was, what a servant he was! He says, I am going to stay at Ephesus, there is a door opened to me, as if to say, I will help the brethren most if I remain in the full light and glory of the heavenly position at Ephesus; then he says that an effectual door is opened to him, and the adversaries many. 

What were the adversaries? He says in his first letter to them, “I have fought with beasts in Ephesus”, 1 Corinthians 15: 32. How we all need, dear brethren, to know what our true calling is—the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus; the heavenly calling of the assembly is to be our life. Let us live in it, let us pursue and explore things, the Spirit searching the depths of God; we will be better able then for the sphere of testimony. There may be conflict, because as long as we are 

here things will come up, and the adversaries are many. How can we meet them? In the grace of the Spirit and from the enjoyment of eternal life. If we see things in that perspective we will feel any shade or distance that comes in, or anything that would interfere with those relationships, and be best able effectively and quickly to deal with what has failed. I believe the skill of this beloved servant is shining out in the way that he refers to that fact that he remained in Ephesus. There are many exhortations here—“Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men”—they had not been like men, they had been behaving like children; how humbling! Paul says, “Be vigilant”—watch—in a way he is drawing them up to his view of things. I believe that is how effective service proceeds among us, it brings the brethren up to the level that is proper to them, and they see things as they ought to be seen. “Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong”; then he says, “Let all things ye do be done in love”. 

Dear brethren, this is a simple word but I believe we need to cultivate and live a little more in the sphere untouched by conflict, in the place where Jesus is, to which the breakdown does not attach, and we will be better able for, and more effectively work out, matters practically in testimony here below until He comes, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
20 April 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 11:5-10 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.

1 Corinthians 16:8-14 (JND) [8] But I remain in Ephesus until Pentecost. [9] For a great door is opened to me and an effectual [one], and [the] adversaries many. [10] Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear; for he works the work of the Lord, even as I. [11] Let not therefore any one despise him; but set him forward in peace, that he may come to me; for I expect him with the brethren. [12] Now concerning the brother Apollos, I begged him much that he would go to you with the brethren; but it was not at all [his] will to go now; but he will come when he shall have good opportunity. [13] Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong. [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.

John 10:40 (JND) [40] and departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first: and he abode there.

John 11:16 (JND) [16] Thomas therefore, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, Let *us* also go, that we may die with him.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

1 Corinthians 15:32 (JND) [32] If, [to speak] after the manner of man, I have fought with beasts in Ephesus, what is the profit to me if [those that are] dead do not rise? let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we die.



HAVING RESPECT TO THE RECOMPENSE

J. Renton 

Matthew 12: 46–50; 19: 28, 29; Mark 14: 3–9; John 12: 25, 26 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews chapter 11 and verses 25 and 26 Moses is referred to because of his faith; it says, of him, “choosing rather to suffer affliction along, with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin; esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense”. I desire to speak about having respect to the recompense. Moses was brought up in Pharaoh’s court, he became a man mighty in his words and his deeds in the land of Egypt (see Acts 7: 22). Think of all the prospects in the world that lay before Moses, but he was counting and reckoning differently from men. It says, “esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt”. Egypt was the world power at that time, and in recent times wonderful treasures have been discovered there. Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater, “for he had respect to the recompense”. He would say, ‘If I proceed in life in Egypt’s court, what would be the end of it? It would be disaster as to any knowledge of God’. He would have shone before men for a few years and then he would have had nothing. He began to reckon in another way, he had respect to the recompense. 

We have been exhorting one another to commit ourselves to the will of God; that means that we have to deny ourselves, deny our own will; it costs something. But to have respect to the recompense would greatly help us in our committal. Dear young friend, if you go on your own way, I do not care how much wealth you may amass in this world, it will end in emptiness and nothingness, but if you commit yourself to the will of God I can assure you the end will be glorious. It is good to have respect to the recompense. 

In this scripture in Matthew 12 the Lord’s natural relatives thought they had a claim on Him. 

But the Lord says, “Who is my mother, and who are my brethren? And, stretching out his hand to his disciples, he said, Behold my mother and my brethren; for whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in the heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”. The Lord Jesus was fully devoted, was perfect and absolute in His committal to the will of His Father, and if anyone here is prepared to commit himself or herself to the will of the same Person to whom the Lord committed Himself. He is prepared to stretch out His hand and say, “He is my brother, and sister”. Think of that recompense! Here were a few disciples who followed Jesus, and He stretched out His hand to them; He is pointing them out; He is assuring them of His approval. There is nothing more blessed, in one sense, than to have a sense of the Lord’s approval. It is worthwhile foregoing our own will and being prepared to be under reproach in this world to have the Lord’s approval. One of the hymns says— 

“For how will recompense His smile 

The suff’rings of this “little while”! (Hymn 413) 

This is having respect to the recompense. The Lord owns a person who is committed to the will of His Father as kindred to Himself—“He is my brother, and sister”; it is the Lord approving and regarding such persons as His own kindred, like Himself morally. 

Every believer is kindred with Christ according to divine purpose, but not every believer is kindred with Christ morally. It is the one who does the will of His Father who is in the heavens whom the Lord owns as kindred with Him morally. Would you not like to have the experience of the Lord’s approval, the Lord stretching out His hand and saying, He is My brother; she is My sister? What could be more blessed for the believer than to have a sense of the Lord’s own approval? Those kindred with the Lord Jesus morally are committed to the will of His Father, to whom He was committed when He was here. There would be a difference in measure, but the same character, and this is open to every one of us. We can decide, just where we are at this moment, to be believers committed to the will of His Father. I am a great believer in things happening in the meeting, in persons being affected as we are together. I would not say, Go home and kneel down by your bedside and commit yourself to the Lord. Many influences may come in between your sitting here and arriving home. Commit yourself now; have a secret committal in your heart to the Lord Jesus in the atmosphere in which you are now. I trust it is attractive to every one of us to be approved of the Lord as of His brethren morally. It is the Lord’s own appreciation of persons like Himself in character. It says, “stretching out his hand to his disciples”. That is, He is prepared to support such persons and defend them, because there will be burdens to carry, there will be sorrows to sustain; this all goes against what we are naturally, but the Lord would stretch out His hand and support persons like this. His outstretched hand would assure us of His support every step of the journey. 

Now in Matthew 19 the Lord speaks to the disciples of recompense. He addresses them as, “ye who have followed me”. It is a way of suffering, of discipleship, following the Lord Jesus. It was never an easy way; it was never meant to be an easy way; it is a way of suffering and cost which builds up moral fibre; it builds up manhood according to God. The Lord says here, “ye who have followed me”, in the way of suffering publicly and reproach, the reproach of Christ, but He speaks of “the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit down upon his throne of glory”. Dear brethren, there is going to be a regeneration, there is going to be another order of things altogether. The present time we are, in is one of suffering, as I have said, and reproach, but there is going to be a reordering of things. The Son of man who suffered, was crucified, shall sit upon His throne of glory; it refers to what we speak of as the world to come. The light of the world to come needs to be more before us, dear brethren; what a regeneration! How different the order of things will be then! It is a reproach to confess the name of the Lord Jesus at the present time; how different when the Son of man shall sit upon His throne of glory. He has a right to that throne of glory. He is not yet sitting down on His throne of glory; He is sitting with His Father in His throne, the Father’s throne, which is a time of great advantage for men and for believers. The Lord has been there nearly two thousand years, but that is not the permanent position; it is really a temporary position. 

The next move of the Lord Jesus is going to alter the whole situation. The Lord Jesus is sitting with His Father in His throne; a moment will come very soon when He will rise from that position and come for His own at the rapture, and proceed to take up things in this world with a view to His sitting on His own throne. We are sometimes occupied with events down here, and events among the nations have some interest, but the movement that is going to alter the whole situation is not the movement of nations down here, but the movement of the Lord Jesus from His present position. We read of “the patience of the Christ”, 2 

Thessalonians 3: 5. He is patiently waiting to come for His own and will proceed to take His own throne. In the meantime we suffer reproach, but let us have respect to the recompense, for every item of faithfulness to the Lord Jesus here will be rewarded in the world to come, in the regeneration, the new arrangement of things. Obviously the arrangement of things down here now is not according to God’s mind; it will be when the Lord takes His own throne, when every enemy will be subdued, when the Lord will deal with opposing elements in judgment and clear the whole universe for the pleasure of God. Let us have respect to the recompense; let us have respect to the world to come, the regeneration. Let us realize that things are not always going to be as they are now, there is going to be a thorough rearrangement. 

So this woman in Mark 14 expresses her devotion to the Lord. The opportunity arose “when he was in Bethany”; He was in her locality, and she was available to honour Him. It was a privilege that came her way, and she availed herself of it. I wonder how many of us are like this woman; she had something to bestow upon the Lord Jesus, “an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head”. It is something irrevocable, the flask is not to be filled again, it is a pouring out of what was in herself really, just as Paul said, “I am already being poured out”, 2 

Timothy 4: 6. He exhorts Timothy to fill up the full measure of his ministry. Paul says, I am being poured out, that is, he had filled up his full measure and was being poured out, and he encourages Timothy to fill up his full measure. 

The Lord says about this woman, “What she could she has done”. I suppose very few of us are like this woman. Most of us could do a little more, or a great deal more, but the Lord’s assessment of this woman was, “What she could she has done”; she filled up her full measure. We were speaking in the reading about each one having a measure; every believer has a measure of faith (Romans 12: 3). Are we exercised to know what our measure is and fill it up to the full? To each one has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ (see Ephesians 4: 7). Would we be exercised to know what that measure is? Would we be prepared to fill it up to the full? 

One of the exercises amongst brethren in localities is to get the most out of one another, and to get the best out of one another. Most of us could contribute more. When opportunity arises in our comings together, how many of us could contribute more than we do? Many of us could be more ready to pray at the beginning and the end of the meeting. Do brothers all fill out their full measure in this service? Is it left just to a few to do so? This is a universal exercise. I remember a brother in our city saying that to pray at the beginning or close of a meeting is not a question of being moved, it is simply a matter of being at liberty with God. 

All this comes into the filling out of our measure. If services like that are left to a few they have to do it, but let us be all exercised to fill the full measure of what is committed to us. 

“What she could she has done”—it is a matter of being available when the opportunity arises, and the Lord appreciates this. 

To have a sense of the Lord’s appreciation is a very great matter; it is recompense indeed. 

This woman acts with spiritual understanding; the Lord had spoken to the twelve about His death; they did not understand, but this woman did; it may 

be she was the only one who understood. How the Lord appreciates that! He says, “What she could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”. What a commendation that was! What a recompense was given to this woman! We need to have respect to recompense like this; a sense of the Lord’s appreciation, and approval. The Lord says here, “Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached”; localities are in mind, it is not whensoever but wheresoever; the Lord is looking for this kind of feature in all our localities. This woman might have been surprised when the Lord commended her so highly; she would say, ‘I did just what I felt like doing; I just did what I desired to do’. But there is the Lord’s commendation of it. What recompense, dear brethren; let us have respect to it. 

In John 12 the Lord said in verse 24, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”. That is, the death of Christ produces a fruit after His own kind. This verse presents a certain aspect of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ; it is not exactly the suffering side, and certainly it is not the atoning side; it is His death as producing fruit like Himself. Now the Lord immediately says, 

“He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”. This must link with what the Lord had just said. The Lord gave His life; He laid down His life. Those like Him, the fruit of His death, would be disciples, prepared to lose their lives here in devotion to the Lord Jesus; His death producing persons like this. The much fruit, I suppose, would have in view the many families named of the Father, all made possible through the death of Christ. But the Lord here immediately calls attention to the need for true discipleship, which can be only by having an object outside of ourselves, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then He says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me”. Does any one desire to serve the Lord? Serving the Lord does not belong to a certain class of persons. Serving the Lord is open to every one, every brother and every sister. The Lord says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me”; He does not even say, ‘If any man serve me’, but, ‘If any one serve me’. 

Then the recompense is, “and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. What a privilege! 

“where I am, there also shall be my servant”. That will be true ultimately. The Lord speaks more than once in this gospel of “where I am”; in chapter 14 He says, “that where I am ye also may be” (John 14: 3). That will be the ultimate at the coming of the Lord. But “where I am, there also shall be my servant”, I think we could apply to where the Lord is in any conflict, in any issue that is raised, “where I am”; where He is in any matter, “there also shall be my servant”. There are few things that could be so attractive to us as to being with the Lord in any matter, having His mind about any matter which may arise, whether it be locally or universally; “where I am, there also shall be my servant”. 

Then He says, “If any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. What could be more blessed than to be honoured by the Father? The Lord Jesus received from the Father honour and glory. He is distinctive as to the honour He received from His Father, but “If any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. That is something, dear brethren, of recompense. 

What blessed recompense! Let us all have respect to the recompense and be prepared 

for the exercise involved; respect to the recompense will strengthen us to face whatever exercises we are called upon to face according to the will of His Father who is in the heavens. 

May we all be encouraged of the Lord for His name’s sake. 

Address in Cologne
1 November 1980 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 12:46-50 (JND) [46] But while he was yet speaking to the crowds, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, seeking to speak to him. [47] Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren are standing without, seeking to speak to thee. [48] But he answering said to him that spoke to him, Who is my mother, and who are my brethren? [49] And, stretching out his hand to his disciples, he said, Behold my mother and my brethren; [50] for whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in [the] heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Matthew 19:28-29 (JND) [28] And Jesus said to them, Verily I say unto you, That *ye* who have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit down upon his throne of glory, *ye* also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [29] And every one who has left houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit life eternal.

Mark 14:3-9 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. [4] And there were some indignant in themselves, and saying, Why has this waste been made of the ointment? [5] for this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they spoke very angrily at her. [6] But Jesus said, Let her alone; why do ye trouble her? she has wrought a good work as to me; [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always. [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

John 12:25-26 (JND) [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

Hebrews 11:25-26 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Acts 7:22 (JND) [22] And Moses was instructed in all [the] wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.

Matthew 12 (JND) [1] At that time Jesus went on the sabbath through the cornfields; and his disciples were hungry, and began to pluck the ears and to eat. [2] But the Pharisees, seeing [it], said to him, Behold, thy disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on sabbath. [3] But he said to them, Have ye not read what David did when he was hungry, and they that were with him? …

Matthew 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, he withdrew from Galilee, and came to the coasts of Judaea beyond the Jordan; [2] and great crowds followed him, and he healed them there. [3] And the Pharisees came to him tempting him, and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? …

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Romans 12:3 (JND) [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Ephesians 4:7 (JND) [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.



FOLLOWING JESUS

K. L. Clark 

John 1: 35–41; 10: 3–5; 12: 26; 19: 25–27; 21: 19 (from “And having ...”)–22 

It is in mind, beloved brethren, to say a word as to following Jesus. It should be something that is attractive to every one of us, to be a follower of Jesus. Indeed it is a very great privilege to be a follower of Jesus here in a world where there is so much sorrow and departure, so much giving up of God. Yet in the midst of that you and I can be here as persons who are following Him. It is not to be something that is historical with us, something we did once and are not doing now, it is to be a current exercise with us day by day, moment by moment, to be following Jesus. Every one of us could be included in that from the youngest to the oldest, every one of us can be a follower of Jesus. I suppose by profession we are all that, but I trust that as we are together we may have some fresh desire implanted in our souls really to follow unreservedly in loyalty to our blessed Saviour. We sang in our hymn— 

‘Saviour, we long to follow Thee, 

Do Thou our hearts prepare 

To count all else, whate’er it be, 

Unworthy of our care’. (Hymn 278) 

Caleb is a man of whom it is recorded five times that he wholly followed Jehovah. The Lord is not wanting half-heartedness, He wants our full, complete committal to the pathway of following Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ. How worthy of it He is! Oh, do not let us be half-hearted in relation to this all-important matter of following Jesus, following the Lamb! 

I have been thinking a good deal of Ruth, too, she said, “Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge—thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”, Ruth 1: 16. That is a committal to the pathway of following. It says that when Naomi saw that she was “stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her”. Is our committal like that? The brethren will pardon me for referring to my own experience; that is the scripture that came into our minds when we were received into fellowship some six months ago; we read it together as a family. I suppose, we all feel very much our own short-comings and failures, they come home to us constantly, but still the standard is there and I believe that at a time like this we may be freshly inspired, something wrought in our souls that is going to cause us to have fresh desires to follow Jesus. 

In John 1 it is John the baptist speaking. A great man was John the baptist. The Lord Jesus said there was not a greater born of women than he, and he had a tremendous message on his lips, “Behold the Lamb of God”. Think of the thousands and thousands of lambs that had been slain down through the history of the Old Testament, every one of them, pointing on to the Lamb of God. Here was Jesus, and John speaks of Him to these two disciples 

as the Lamb of God. It is as if he brought forward all the Old Testament types and shadows and centred them in this glorious Person. Jesus. Everything was centred in that Man; what a Man He is! May He fill your heart! 

Well, the result of it was that these two men were attracted to the Lord Jesus; they were attached to Him. It is a tremendous thing to be attached to the Lord Jesus. May our time together today have the result that someone is going to be attracted to the Lord Jesus. And what does it say? They followed Jesus. What a result! What a glorious result! All true ministry leads to Christ; every true minister points to Christ, and as Mr. B. M. Deck said recently, if he does not he is not a minister. Here was John, great man that he was; was he trying to attract these persons to himself? They had been following him, but now they followed Jesus. Oh that we might find ourselves in that pathway today in a fuller way than we have been hitherto, following Jesus. Is He not worthy of our following Him when we think of what He has done for us? Think of Him going to the cross and shedding His blood; think of the untold sufferings, the anguish of Calvary borne alone by Jesus. Does that not inspire you to want to follow such a glorious Man? Well, John’s mission was that he was directing souls to Christ. We would love to do that today, to direct you to Christ. Far be the thought that we should direct you to any other man; that would leave you with an empty heart; but let us be directed to Christ. That is what John did, he directed these two to Christ, and it says they “followed Jesus”. “But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them. What seek ye?” Well, the Lord is entitled to ask questions and He will do it. They said, “Teacher, where abidest thou?” There has never yet been a seeker who sought Him in vain. If you have any queries just 

lay them at the feet of Jesus and you will not be disappointed. If you have some questions to ask, ask them in the presence of Jesus; He will answer them as you are in this pathway of following. 

Finally we see that Andrew goes and finds his brother, and he leads him to Jesus. That is what .you can do when you are in the pathway of following. Jesus; how much can result from your service. John was not trying in any sense to draw attention to himself, and none of us would, I trust. It has been said that the greatest service a man can render is to lead a soul to Jesus. Well, Andrew, the historians tell us, suffered a fearful death because he followed Jesus to the end, and all through his sufferings he was preaching about Jesus and the love of God. 

How far are we prepared to go in following our blessed Saviour? Well, thank God for the governments of this land and many other lands where restrictions against the name of Jesus are not imposed. Let us pray for governments, and thank God for them and the conditions under which we can meet as we are today, but let us at all cost be prepared to follow Jesus in love and in full, unreserved committal, such as we see in this first instance. 

In John 10 we have a touch as to how the Lord Jesus would lead us to the flock. He will never expect you to tread the path alone. He wants us to be with the flock. What a place it is! He is speaking in chapter 10 of His own collectively. The first nine chapters of John are pretty much, taken up with individuals, but when we get to chapter 10 we have the flock. It is a fine place to find yourself among the flock; the Shepherd would ever lead you there. He will always lead you to the flock; to the place of salvation, to the place of protection. Oh do not be a stray sheep! It is a sad thing to be a straying sheep; it is always a dangerous sign if you see a sheep out on 

his own; something is wrong, something is needing attention. You stay with the flock; there is salvation there, there is safety there. Whatever may beset you, do not move away from the flock; there is tender grass there, there are green pastures there, there are still waters there, everything that you need for your comfort, consolation and enjoyment. So I would just encourage you not only to follow the Lord Jesus because your affections are centred on that glorious Man, but to follow Him with the flock. It is a great thing to find your part in the assembly, livingly, vitally. Do not be in isolation, do not be out on your own, but stay with the flock; stay in the place where there is food and plenty, where there is everything for your enjoyment. 

In John 12 it is following in service; you could not divorce the two thoughts of following and service. If you are ever going to serve the Lord it must be as following Him. He says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. It is a fine thing to be following the Lord Jesus in service; there is nothing I covet more than to be a vessel serviceable to the Master prepared for every good work, and that is open to every one of us. It is still the same Man we are following whom we read about in the first chapter, still the Lamb of God, but you are following Him as His servant. Do not be discouraged if you are young; do not be discouraged if you feel there is not much you can do; there is something for everyone to do, and no one else can do, the portion that is assigned to you. If there is something for you to do, do it with your might, do it to the glory of God. In Matthew 25 the Lord is speaking of various services and says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me” (Matthew 25: 40). He would say that to us, I am sure He would; so there is 

something for every one of us to do, and let us commit ourselves to the pathway of service. 

Not to do anything in any sense that is going to give us glory, far be the thought, to Him be the glory, but let us serve as under Him, as following Him. 

Then he says, “And if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. What a dignity will be bestowed upon you if you are committed to that pathway of service as following Jesus; the Father will honour you. Could you think of a greater dignity to be bestowed upon you than the honour of the Father? Well, the Lord Jesus says He will do it. Commit yourself to following in service; it may be just a cup of cold water in the Lord’s name, but do it, and do it to His glory. You will get a joy, an inward joy, a triumphant joy in your soul, that only the Spirit of God could impart, as you commit yourself to that path of service as related to following Jesus. 

Then in John 19 we come to the cross; surely that would move every heart here as we think of the Lord Jesus going to the cross. There are but a handful following. It is interesting that early in the pathway of the Lord Jesus it is recorded that there were great crowds following Him, the gospel writers speak of it. Here you are at the end of His pathway, at the cross; it is only a verse or two further down where He cried, “It is finished”, and there are just a few loyal persons following Him in reproach. Are we prepared for reproach? Are we? I can speak for myself anyway, that I shun it pretty often. It is recorded of Moses that he esteemed the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Let us be prepared to go forth to Him without the camp bearing His reproach. It will bring you into reproach as you are with Jesus, as you follow Him; do not think you can avoid it; but you will get a joy, you will get a compensation in your soul, that nothing can ever take from you. 

So here at the darkest hour were these few persons following Jesus. It is like our day, I think, just a few. There has been a time of big numbers, but now we are just a few. Can we follow as recovered persons? Can we follow the blessed Saviour in His reproach whatever it may be? Of course, when He was forsaken of God—none could follow there. As the hymn-writer said— 

‘None could follow there, blest Saviour, 

When Thou didst for sins atone; 

For those suff’rings, deep, unfathomed, 

Were, Lord Jesus, Thine alone!’ (Hymn 298) 

He bore them alone, but here, at this point, there are those standing at the cross and they were a comfort to His heart. And if you are prepared to stand for Christ, if you are prepared to stand as a true follower, as a true disciple, you will be a comfort to His heart, and you too will have your heart filled with comfort. 

In John 21 the Lord has been into death and is out of it, a glorious risen Man who has broken the power of death. He is about to be, as we sing, ‘Received in glory bright up there’; but here He has a little word with Peter. Peter had made claims, and who of us has not? He said he would follow the Lord to death, to prison; he found he was quite incapable of doing it. Do not let us claim anything, let us move as followers, just following Jesus. But now as recovered, humbled no doubt through his experience, but recovered, what is the Lord telling him to do? 

He is saying, You follow Me. It would be, I suppose, in the sphere of testimony, to follow in the testimony. Well, the enemy is out to spoil everything. We are right in the time of the finish, beloved brethren, I am sure of that. The Lord Jesus is about to come, we are about to hear that mighty shout of triumph when the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we the living who remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord (see 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17). We were reminded locally recently that all our comings together should ring with the rapture; it is near, it is right on us, beloved brethren, but there is a little bit for us still to do. There is a path of following to pursue and I think the Lord Jesus would say to every heart here today, Follow thou Me. 

May we be committed in testimony to follow the Lord in the little time that remains. If the enemy can spoil the finish he would do it; he cannot touch the work of redemption, nor can he touch the Man in the glory, but what he can touch is Christ in testimony down here, and if he can spoil that in you or in me he will do it, make no mistake. You just resist the devil and he will flee from you; that is the word I am sure, resist the devil and he will flee from you; but he is seeking to make all sorts of inroads to turn you aside right at the termination of the pathway that is leading to glory. It is a pathway of suffering, but it is leading to the glory. So the Lord would just be saying to you and to me, Follow thou Me—what an appeal! May we just be softened by it. May we be prepared to follow in the path whatever it may be, to follow as attached to the Lord Jesus, attracted to Him; to follow along with the flock; to follow in service; to follow in reproach; to follow in testimony. Let us be followers of Jesus. Let it be known by all that that is what we are characteristically; we are followers of Jesus, and nothing is going to turn us aside from the path of loyalty, following our blessed Saviour. We are going to go all the way home following Him. Well, I think I 

have said all I have to say, and if anything has been said that God can bless may it please Him to do it for His name’s sake. 

Address at Melbourne
15 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

John 1:35-41 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. [40] Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard [this] from John and followed him. [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ).

John 10:3-5 (JND) [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers.

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

John 19:25-27 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. [27] Then he says unto the disciple, Behold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

John 21:19 (JND) [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.

Ruth 1:16 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God;

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



DISCIPLINE, CHASTISEMENT, INSTRUCTION

Wm. Johnson 

Job 36: 10 

You are left here to be educated for another world. Some people think that discipline is punishment. It is not so; discipline is education—often painful but necessary, that we might gain the knowledge of God. The great thing is to take everything from His hand and not to be occupied with second causes. There is something very insipid about a person who has a very even life, so do not be afraid of discipline. There are four ways in which we are disciplined. 

In 1 Corinthians 11 in connection with the Lord’s supper, it is corrective; in 2 Corinthians 12: 7, it is preventive, “That I might not be exalted”; in Hebrews 12: 10, it is formative, “in order to the partaking of his holiness”; and in John 15: 2, for the production of “more fruit”. 

Your growth is seen in the way you appreciate the will of God, in connection with your destiny; and in the way you can bear with your brethren. 

 


Scripture references

Job 36:10 (JND) [10] And he openeth their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

2 Corinthians 12:7 (JND) [7] And that I might not be exalted by the exceeding greatness of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn for the flesh, a messenger of Satan that he might buffet me, that I might not be exalted.

Hebrews 12:10 (JND) [10] For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness.

John 15:2 (JND) [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit.



JORDAN

G. A. Brown 

The Jordan’s swollen waters rose 

To unaccustomed_ height; 

Their all o’erpowering torrents flowed 

With terrifying might. 

The days of harvest were at hand, 

The hallowed people stood 

Expectant of Jehovah’s word 

Before that mighty flood. 

But see! the priest-borne ark appears— 

Before its onward course, 

The waters flee, are driven back 

By its superior force! 

The people pass triumphantly, 

The promised land is nigh. 

No trace of Jordan soils their feet 

The river-bed is dry! 

 

* * * * *

 Nigh fifteen centuries have rolled, 

A mightier Jordan flows; 

The Lord of life Himself has come 

To face the king of foes. 

He takes the cup unflinchingly 

As from His Father giv’n, 

Goes into death to break its power 

And ope’ the door of heav’n. 

That awful power is overthrown 

With him who had its might, 

And we now share the portion blest 

Of saints in purest light. 

Oh, what a harvest-day is this! 

Complete the heavenly race 

That stands in Christ on heavenly ground 

Before His Father’s face! 

 

* * * * *

 The Jordan flows on as before 

 

With undiminished tide 

But buried we, and raised, with Christ 

Stand on the other side. 

Edinburgh 
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