
Notes of Ministry - 429 - August 2008

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






THE LIFE OF JESUS AS LIGHT FOR MEN

D. T. Pye 

John 1: 4–9; 3: 9–17 

These are not the scriptures that I had meant to read this evening but what we had in the reading this afternoon directed my thoughts to the life that is in Jesus. What could be greater? 

There has never been life seen in anyone like the life that was seen in Jesus. You say, that is very good but that was two thousand years ago, but you know that light is still shining and it is shining towards all men because it is God’s desire that it should be so. What a light it is, how wonderful, God expressing His heart of love towards His creature. There are plenty of things that hinder man in his thoughts, interests and outlook, but we always need to be drawn back to what God is saying. You find that God has always had man in mind; He has always had man in mind for blessing, and for His pleasure. It tells us that in the very beginning of Scripture. It comes in again in glory related to the birth of Jesus, heavenly hosts proclaiming the greatness of God’s outshining in His love and light to men in the person of our Lord Jesus as a babe. They proclaimed “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men”, Luke 2: 14. What a declaration of love towards man, yet the sad side is, as we look around, and we well know our own hearts, everything that God has set out in fulness and completeness and with its own glory, man has spoiled. 

You find it in the very beginning of Scripture. There was Adam, or man as he was first stated as, created of God for God’s pleasure, even as it says, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”, Genesis 1: 26. How wonderful these matters are. There in innocence, able to speak as to created things and give them names, what wisdom man had; and he was given a helpmate, his like, but how quickly there was departure from what God had set out in His love towards His creature. Sin came in through disobedience. Man was greatly favoured, placed in a garden of delights, Eden as we speak of it, and there everything was available to him for food except one tree, and that was the very thing where the man disobeyed and ate of it. So you see that man has always spoiled what God has set out in all its glory for man’s blessing and pleasure and enjoyment, and to know too the relationship of love for himself. There are so many other instances we find in Scripture. There was Noah, a man who walked with God, upright in that regard; what a man he was in his day, and he got a message from God and he acted on it for the saving of his house. He did save his house, building an ark, but on a renewed earth very soon departure came in, and it was through disobedience again. It is very sobering, we know our own hearts, sin is very near but we need to overcome. The only way we can do so is by having a link with this living One, Jesus, for God has set out everything in Him. The need for us is to pay heed to that and attention to it too. 

How great God’s thoughts are. He reaches out towards His creature, He knows man’s inability to help himself, “perhaps for the good man some one might also dare to die”, Romans 5: 7. That is a goodness that is in the heart of man, but there it is, you cannot meet the need of your sinnership before God, and that is what we all need, a conviction as to what sin is in God’s sight. How awful, no one can meet it. Scripture speaks of it, “None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him”, Psalm 49: 7. But God has come in in infinite grace and mercy towards His creature and met the need; that need has all been met by Jesus. He came into conditions here among men in lowliness and humility, and yet in such wondrous power as He moved about doing good on every hand, proclaiming the glory of the One who had sent Him, and completed the work that He was given to do. That was the whole life of Jesus. He came to live in conditions here and to die. “In him was life”; what a life was the life of Jesus, there in glory in fulness and perfection in all that He did. What a reaching out towards man there was in the Lord’s person and yet many heard and did not accept it. They turned away, occupied themselves with their own things, and not to their profit where all the glory of God’s great thoughts were towards them in the way of blessing in Jesus. How attractive the Saviour is. 

He was in His humanity here doing good on every hand. Persons had to say, “He does all things well” (Mark 7: 37), and that is very true of Jesus; this kind of life is different because in the Lord Jesus the condition that is upon all men was not there. I am referring to sin, but “in him sin is not”, 1 John 3: 5. That is a definite statement. How difficult it is for you or me to understand what relates to the fact that there was a Man here, in whom sin was not, perfect, righteous, holy, so meek, so gentle. The Lord in His ways was so gracious in His healing power. All these things were witnessed in the life of Jesus and how attractive they are. But sin bore upon man; it hardens the heart. It makes you think of yourself rather than thinking of God, or thinking about the condition that you are in as a sinner before God. Well He waited a certain time. You have it in the epistle to the Galatians, “when the fulness of the time was come” (Galatians 4: 4), God acted. He also spoke in the person of the Son (Hebrews 1: 2). 

Much had gone before, God had dealings with a people, with a nation, but they had been rebellious and disobedient because sin was operating in them. They did not see the glory of what God in His outshining towards them was, and they turned to other things, but the fulness of time came and something different happened. Jesus, as we have said, came in as a babe. 

In John’s gospel we have this beautiful touch as to Him coming in, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”. How attractive that life was. Did men see it? God saw it, the angelic hosts saw it, a life that had never been witnessed on earth before was the life that was in Jesus, and what a light it 

was amidst the darkness; the darkness did not apprehend it. If you want to do your own will and go your own way in the paths of sin you are held by the power of darkness, and it does hold. You need light to touch your soul as to how God has operated. Think of the glory of what God has done. You find it in Romans 11. It says as to the Jew and the Gentile, how does God act towards them? He shut them both up in unbelief. You say that is a terrible situation, but that is not all. What did He say? In view that He could show mercy to them both. That is how God acts, how He has acted in mercy in the goodness of His heart towards His creatures and has made a full provision in His well beloved Son to meet your need; He has certainly shown mercy to all. 

It tells us too that God is “rich in mercy”, Ephesians 2: 4. How thankful we can be that He is so, because I have proved it, and it is there available in the day of grace towards all men. 

How is it set out? It is set out in none other than His well beloved Son, Jesus. In the old dispensation God had desires to have relationships with His people, and there was the ark that was built, and it was to be the centre of God’s things at that time in the tabernacle system. 

But on the top of it was the mercy-seat, and blood was required for the priests to enter and serve God, and it says touchingly, “there will I meet with thee”, Exodus 25: 21. How wonderful that God would meet His creature in mercy. God could well have left us in our condition, but that is not the God that I know or men know, because He is rich in mercy and in His great love He has made provision for His creature, not to be lost for ever, but to be redeemed and brought into relationship and conditions afresh with Himself, settled relationships, and that can only be through the death and the shedding of the blood of Jesus, the sinless offering. 

There had been plenty of offerings in the old dispensation and what do you find related to them? The service had to go on constantly, but one sacrifice for sin has now been made. That is, following the perfection of the life of Jesus. He offered Himself spotless to God, meeting the wrath of God poured forth upon sin in Himself, the sinless One. He met it all and bore that wrath and the awfulness of the judgment of God related to it in Himself, but He did it vicariously on your account and mine. That is the Saviour, this One in whom was life, and that life was the light of men. Do you know that life? 

Are you bound up still with the things in the world? They have their appeal, an appeal for every man. It requires to be met in our lives, but there is not this kind of life in the world or in its pleasures. The pleasures of sin are but for a season, and alas they have their bitterness too, but there is no lasting joy or peace or life in these things. How sorrowful that we occupy so much of our time related to them, but here there is something set out of God in the person of Jesus that is so attractive, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”. 

There was even a witness sent beforehand to testify to this One who was coming, John the baptist as we speak of him, and it was he who brings home to the souls of men their distance from God and their need of repentance; many came to it, but he was but a forerunner for this One who was coming in, Jesus. He was actually sent from God to witness concerning the light, “The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man”. So there it is, that light has come in, it is enough to lighten every man. It is my responsibility as to whether it lightens me, or whether I go on with the things of darkness. It is sobering. We sung at the outset, ‘Soon that voice will cease its calling’ (Hymn 266). There is a challenge in that but there is meant to be. How easy it is to slip into these things and never come to a real and living conviction in your own soul that you need a Saviour and there is only one. Scripture is so plain in relation to it that there is only one Name that is given under heaven whereby we must be saved (Acts 4: 12). There are not two ways, there is only one, and that is coming to appreciate something of the awfulness of what sin is in God’s sight and I can do nothing about it, but it has all been met by Jesus. 

So we find in John 3 where we have read that there was one, a very intelligent man. It speaks of him as being the teacher of Israel. A very intelligent person he would be too, but something had pricked his heart as to this light that had really appeared, Jesus. He could not understand it. He was so steeped in what had gone before, but God in the fulness of His power had operated toward His creature freshly, not under law but under grace, and what an appeal there is in it. So he is challenged here as to how can these things be? He is wondering about things. It is good to ask questions; it is good to get answers too, and you find that the answer is not in yourself exactly; it is an answer outside yourself but it is related to what God is doing. He says, “How can these things be?”. But Jesus reproaches him, a teacher of Israel, he should have known who the Lord was. He says, “I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness”. Now John the baptist had brought forcibly home to them the need of repentance. 

Then there was a need, as having come to repentance, that they should come into the joy of salvation too, and that really involved the Lord Jesus and the work that He was to accomplish. He says, “If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not”. Now how true that was. “If I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe?”. There it was, man would reason on earthly things but the heavenly things were so different. This was the life that was the light of men that was being presented. Not that you did something on your own account to secure your freedom and liberty. No, it has all been done from God’s side, and here is the Lord Jesus Himself speaking of it so simply and so feelingly towards these persons. He goes on to touch as to the fact of how God was operating. He says, “no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven”. You say, what does all that mean? 

There is the glory brought before us as to this Person who was there, the Son of man. He was here on earth in lowly conditions of humility, yet ever rejoicing in His links with the Father in heaven. How blessed these matters are, and these things that emphasise to our hearts the wonder and glory of the Lord’s life and pathway. 

It was on your account and mine that He was here because no other could meet the question of sin to God’s holy satisfaction; it required a sinless offering. That could only be this blessed One, and touchingly He brings in the reference to Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness, and He says “thus must the Son of man be lifted up”. This is what took place. In the wilderness they had been bitten by the fiery serpents and they were in distress, they were dying, but Moses was told to make a serpent of brass and set it on a pole, and it was only those who looked who lived. It is sobering, it is available, but I can turn away from what God has provided in His wondrous love and grace and at such cost. Would I refuse it? You refuse it to your cost. The Son of Man was to be lifted up, that involved His being crucified, but it brings in the wonderful sphere of blessing, “every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. O what a life that is! But it meant such suffering in view of our blessing. It is something that our souls need to dwell on, the depth of what the Lord Jesus went through. There is a verse of a hymn which speaks of it, ‘How deep were the waters crossed ... how dark was the night that the Lord passed through’. It is far beyond our understanding to realise what Jesus faced in meeting the holy wrath of God relating to sin. He was alone. The awfulness of what sin was He knew in God’s sight, but He was prepared to suffer. The glory of it is He completed the work; He did not die in extremity. He delivered up His own spirit. There is the power related to the One who accomplished the work, but it involved those three hours of darkness when the agony of the judgment of sin was borne by Jesus. 

Well it was on my account; has it been on yours? That is where the challenge always comes home. You have to accept it or reject it, there is no middle way. You will find the life that is in Jesus is well worth coming to realise. He died for you in those circumstances at Calvary. 

As we know, after He had died His side was pierced and there came forth blood and water. 

Men will tell you it is an impossibility in a dead person; it is true in relation to Jesus. That shows the intrinsic worth of the sacrifice and the offering and all that there was in the Lord’s person; He also was buried, but death could not hold that One. He had already said on the third day He would rise again, and the glory of it is that He did; it is witnessed to as to the fact that He rose from among the dead. Now that Saviour Jesus is on high today still available towards men. In His life here He moved about in Israel, but now He is available to all men, and what a Saviour He is. 

It says here as to Moses who lifted up the serpent, “thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish”. That shows the availability of the Lord Jesus in the glory. He is there a Prince and a Saviour for all men who in faith would come towards Him and prove what blessing there is for them, “that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. That is the kind of life you want to have and to enjoy. 

Then it brings in this wonderful touch as to God’s attitude towards His creature, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son”. How appealing these words are. “That whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

‘Life is found alone in Jesus, 

Only there ‘tis offered thee; 

Offered without price or money, 

‘Tis the gift of God sent free’. (Hymn 266) 

Would you not have that life? What is there in this scene that would hold you? There is so much more related to the scene where Jesus is and, as it says, “For God has not sent 

his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him”. How full and complete are God’s thoughts, but it is man’s responsibility whether he answers to it. I was struck in reading it in John 1, when John the baptist says concerning the light, “that all might believe through him”. God has great thoughts in mind for man. He takes no rejoicing in the death of the wicked. God has in mind blessing for His creature, but you personally must access it for yourself and that is through faith in His well beloved Son. 

Not only do you find that there are gifts and blessings to be enjoyed, eternal life, there is also the blessed Holy Spirit of God who has been given from the glory, to take up a place where there is faith and love for the Lord Jesus and the spirit of obedience in the hearts of believers. 

The blessed Holy Spirit of God would take up His residence in such hearts to help and strengthen and guide and help us in the sphere of testing here, and help us to enjoy this life, the life that is in Christ Jesus. What a life it is! Is it not attractive? Do you not want to enjoy it? The challenge is left to come home to every soul. We can occupy ourselves with many things but there is nothing to compare with this life, the life that is in Christ Jesus. May our hearts be encouraged to lay hold of it in greater measure. 

Preaching at Dundee
13 January 2008 

 


Scripture references

John 1:4-9 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John. [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him. [8] *He* was not the light, but that he might witness concerning the light. [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man.

John 3:9-17 (JND) [9] Nicodemus answered and said to him, How can these things be? [10] Jesus answered and said to him, Thou art the teacher of Israel and knowest not these things! [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal. [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him.

Luke 2:14 (JND) [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men.

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Romans 5:7 (JND) [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die;

Psalms 49:7 (JND) [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him,

Mark 7:37 (JND) [37] and they were astonished above measure, saying, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Galatians 4:4 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law,

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Exodus 25:21 (JND) [21] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above on the ark, and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …



DIVINE TEACHING

J. Strachan 

John 6: 44–46, 60–69; 16: 12–15; 2 Timothy 3: 10–17 

I have in mind to say a word on divine teaching. It is a great matter that divine Persons have taken in hand to teach believers. We are thankful that we have come to know the Lord Jesus as our Saviour and as our Lord. I think it is intended that as brought into this pathway in relation to God we should get the benefit of divine teaching. It is a very wonderful thing that divine Persons themselves have taken in hand to provide such teaching, as the Lord Jesus says in John 6, “they shall be all taught of God”. He is quoting from the prophet Isaiah which had been written many years before, and it is clear that as we are regarded as His people we should be taught of Him. I think it has taken on a very wonderful character in this dispensation; there is teaching from the Father which draws us to Christ; and from the Lord Jesus Himself. He has become the Teacher; and the Holy Spirit too, it is said, “he shall teach you all things” (John 14: 26); and teaching mediately by others, the apostles having been brought in to extend the thought, then being continued through faithful men. 

So, I started with John 6 because the Lord Jesus says it is a matter of the Father drawing us to Him in the first place, “No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father himself, and has learned of him, comes to me”. The Father would draw us into this great matter of divine teaching, as being taught of God. I think it would make it very attractive to us; not to go through some college or seminary, but to learn from divine Persons, by the Father drawing us to Christ. In this chapter the Lord has a good deal to say about teaching, and He had much to say on the subject of food, the kind of food that would build us up morally and spiritually. He goes over it very extensively. So we need to be taught as to food that is for our benefit as believers. The Lord Jesus has undertaken to show the food. The bread of God has come down from heaven in Himself; then the kind of food that is involved in His flesh and blood, that is referring to His death; and the kind of food that is involved in where He is now. It is a very extensive subject and enters into the matter of divine teaching. 

Some thought the word was hard and went away, but we are not intended to give up; this is for our benefit and it is a matter of getting the point of what the Lord is saying. Many murmured and gave up, but the Lord says to them, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? it is the Spirit which quickens”. We need the Spirit for understanding these things, we shall not understand divine teaching apart from the Spirit. It is as simple as that. We begin with the Lord, who says, “there are some of you who do not believe”, the Lord knew who they were, when He says “no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father”. That is, the Lord is recognising the Father’s activity in drawing persons to Himself, to become attached to Himself, and these disciples go away and walk no more with Him. Well, it is a sorrowful matter if persons give up on divine teaching because it seems too hard, because it is intended to be possible for us to take in. Then the Lord raises the question with the twelve, “Will ye also go away?” That was to the twelve, those who were so near to Him. Is any one minded to give up and go back? Well, you are going to lose the benefit of the greatest things. The Lord has many things to open up, and things that He was going to count on the Spirit opening up, and those who go away are going to lose the benefit of these wondrous things. Peter answered, saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” Peter understood something, at any rate, of what the Lord Jesus was conveying to His disciples, he said, “thou hast words of life eternal”. What a wonderful thing that is, words of life eternal, words relating to a life that will not be terminated by death; a life that relates to an order of things beyond death, life eternal. So Peter says, “thou hast words of life eternal”. 

You are able to help us about the detail of that. Well, that is a very fine thing; we are very much accustomed to life in the natural sense, and very much engaged with things that relate to it in all its detail, but the words of life eternal relate to the detail of an order of life beyond death. So the Lord Jesus has gone into death, and He has come out of it victoriously in order to open up for us this wonderful order of things. Peter realises this, he says, “we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. It is an important thing for us to believe in the first instance, but also to know, to be sure in our souls about these things. We need to have not only faith about these things but real conviction in our souls about the certainty of them. The Lord would help us about that, to come into the assurance of enjoying these things, these words of life eternal; and the Lord has given us the Spirit, it is the Spirit that quickens, the flesh profits nothing. The flesh could be occupied with all sorts of things that relate to the first order of man and that is terminated by death; but the Spirit quickens. Someone asked Mr Darby what he should study. Mr Darby said, Study well those four words—‘the flesh profits nothing’. It is important for us to come to that. As young we may be looking out on the prospects of life, but let us realise that the flesh profits nothing. There is what will not continue beyond death, but we can be occupied with an order of things that death cannot touch; it is a great thing, and to be known in our souls as a real thing. 

Not only did the Lord set out things by word but He set things out by example, and that is an important thing in relation to divine teaching; you not only have doctrine but you have example. The Lord washed the disciples’ feet. He took a wash-hand basin and washed their feet, wiped them with the linen towel with which He had girded Himself, and then He says, I have left you an example; “If I therefore the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet; for I have given you an example”, John 13: 14. Now you notice the Lord reverses the order there. He is not only the Teacher but He is the Lord, so He says, “If I therefore the Lord and the Teacher”. So, if we are going to learn in divine things we need to be subject. We need to be submissive in our spirits; subject to the Lord in the first place, subject to the Spirit, and subject to one another. 

The Lord goes on to speak about the Spirit in chapter 16 where He says, “I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. But when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth”. The Holy Spirit has been made available to those who believe because the Lord Jesus has died and has been glorified. So, He says, When the Spirit of truth is come, He shall guide you into all the truth. What a Person we have to help us in relation to being divinely taught, the Spirit Himself! The Lord said, “he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming”. Divine teaching has not stopped because the Lord Jesus has gone to heaven; there is another divine Person down here who is in touch with heaven and He is able to communicate things first-hand to the saints down here, “whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”. What things He must hear from that realm where the Son is in the presence of the Father, and communicates these things to persons down here. 

What an advantage we have of this kind of speaking from a divine Person come here and retaining this contact with heaven. The Lord Jesus says, “He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”. What a thing that is, to have the service of a divine Person who is here to glorify the Man who is in the Father’s presence; the Man who is at the right hand of God. He would bring about this effect in our hearts that Christ becomes greater to us; He will glorify Him in our hearts. He is glorified in heaven but it has in mind in the Spirit’s service that Christ will be glorified, made greater, in the hearts of believers. So it is a matter of giving place to the Spirit; this One who is the Spirit of truth will guide us into all the truth—I like that expression, He will guide you into all the truth. I think He would do it very tenderly and graciously, guiding us into the truth, into all the truth. You just think therefore of what He is able to open up to us and the Lord says, “All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said he receives of mine and shall announce it to you”. Think of those things that the Father has, things that were divinely purposed before time, and we have the means of the communication of them by way of teaching through the presence of the Holy Spirit here. 

How thankful we can be for the fact that the Lord Jesus has been received up in glory, and the Spirit has come, and we can put ourselves in the way of receiving these divine communications. That is a provision that the Lord Jesus has made, not only in His own teaching but in the presence of the Spirit. So, He says, “when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth”. Now I think he has used in a particular way the apostles to do this. The Spirit came and there were persons who were ready to receive Him; He came in Acts chapter 2 and the apostles were engaged, I believe, immediately in this matter of teaching. So it says of believers at that time, “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, Acts 2: 42. If we want to go in for divine teaching we shall find that there are things that will be against us in relation to that, things that will be adverse to our occupying ourselves with these things. That is why it uses the word ‘persevered’. These are all things that have been opened up to us through divine teaching; the fellowship of the apostles, they had what was distinctive to themselves, and the breaking of bread and prayers. There is a great scope of things that we can be engaged with in divine teaching and much help has been brought to us in regard to these things. Now that particularly related at that time to the twelve, the apostles who had companied with the Lord Jesus in the days of His flesh. They had companied with Him and they had received the benefit of His teaching and of His example; the things that Jesus began to do and to teach, and they were acquainted with these things. Then when the 

Spirit came there was a further opening up to them of things that remain here that the saints were to continue with, the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, the breaking of bread and prayers. 

Now, when we come to Paul I think we have a further extension of these things. It is very interesting that the names of the twelve apostles are on the foundations of the wall of the heavenly city; I think there was a certain protective element connected with the twelve, but I think for the inward side of the city itself you have to glean things from the ministry of Paul. He was largely used to open up the truth of the assembly and the teaching connected with it. 

It is very interesting that Paul and Barnabas taught these disciples at Antioch; they were there for a whole year and they were in the assembly teaching these disciples and it says, they “were first called Christians in Antioch”, Acts 11: 26. That was the product of such teaching; there were persons who were so much like Christ that they called them Christians. It was not just that they called themselves that; persons were impressed that these were persons like Christ, and so they called them Christians. That was the result of the teaching of Paul and Barnabas. 

Well, as we go on we find Paul teaching the word of God at Corinth, and what came to light there was a company of persons, the assembly of God at Corinth, which was capable of representing God. What a wonderful thing that is, that God should be represented in a company of persons down here who, as a result of divine teaching, have taken on features that are expressive of God. It is good to think of the way divine teaching brings about formation in local gatherings; we need to keep that in mind, although we are in broken days, that divine teaching is involved in how we come to an understanding of the truth of the assembly and its applicability to our local gatherings, our local companies. Beyond that Paul had in his mind and heart how he would present them as a chaste virgin to Christ; something that had undivided affection for Christ. Paul went on to Ephesus and he spent more time there. He taught them publicly and in every house, repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. These were the basic elements of the gospel, repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. He taught them publicly and in every house. But he did not stop there, he went on to announce to them the whole counsel of God; what God had in His mind in divine operations to bring men into, in the enjoyment of Himself and His things, so that men should be secured as divinely enriched and capable of answering to God, to divine thoughts of blessing. Paul brought that out at Ephesus, so it is clear he had a very distinctive place in relation to divine teaching. 

Now there were those who benefited from Paul’s teaching. I read about Timothy because he was one of them; Paul speaks of him as my beloved child. That section in second Timothy is very interesting; you might say, Well, we are in broken days, what is going to happen to divine teaching now? Paul has in mind that it should continue and he says, “thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct”—thoroughly acquainted with Paul’s teaching and the conduct that went with it, the manner of life that was produced was a result of the teaching. And he adds, “purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what sufferings happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured”. So Timothy had been acquainted with the manner of life of the teacher who brought these things to him. Paul says, thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with that, and adds, “And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”. We have to accept that; it is the normal order of things, if we are connected with the name of Christ we will be under reproach. The Lord Jesus Himself said if the world has hated me, know that it will hate you too; it will hate persons who are like Christ. 

Now, he says in verse 14, “But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned”, this brings it right down to each one of us individually. The teaching is available, but are we going to abide in the things we have learned? We have been in the privileged position, dear brethren, of being brought up in a day of recovery, a day of revival of the truth through the Lord’s servants, Mr Darby, Mr Stoney, Mr Raven, Mr Taylor and others. We are in such a day and we have had the opportunity of coming into the revival of the truth. The revival of the truth has not only been to what was apostolic in the twelve, but also to the truth that was brought out in its fulness through the apostle Paul; that is the day we are in. Paul is contemplating a time when things will get very bad. He says some will not bear sound teaching, they will turn away their ear from the truth; that is very solemn, they will not bear sound teaching, but turn away their ear from the truth. Well, his advice to Timothy in the presence of this happening is, “thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned them”. He had learned them and he had been fully persuaded. 

You know, dear brethren, I think we have to have relations with the Lord Jesus Himself and with the Spirit, so that we become fully persuaded about things. We may be at a meeting, but what are we going to do after the meeting? Are we going to go into the presence of the Lord and let Him work with us so that we become fully persuaded of the things we have heard? I think it is a very important thing for us; not to hold things superficially or lightly, but have to do with the Lord in such a way that we become fully persuaded, knowing of whom we have learned them. That is another important thing, “knowing of whom thou hast learned them”. 

Timothy had learned them from Paul, and I think it is important for us to know the source of things and to be convicted, fully persuaded of the things we have learned and the source from which they have come. To begin with it must come from divine Persons, the Father’s teaching, the teaching of the Lord Jesus and the teaching of the Spirit, and Paul who himself says he had been appointed to be a teacher of the nations. He had a distinctive place and teaching of that character has come down to us. I think we ought to be preserved from turning aside to other teaching that has not been accredited in the same way. 

So, he says, “from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. Well, it is important that children should be brought up to read the Scriptures and to hear them being read; the Scriptures have a very valuable place in the teaching and education of our young people. He says, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. It is important for the young ones to be brought up in the knowledge of the Scriptures, and we are counting on this taking place so that they will be made wise to salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus. That is, that through faith in their own souls they will come into the benefit of the things they have been taught. This expression “in Christ Jesus” is used over and over again in this epistle, which is really intended for the final days of the testimony. It refers to the Man who is in the glory, and we are hoping young persons will put their faith in the Man who has been glorified in the presence of God; that will prove to be for their salvation. 

He says, “Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching”. Profitable for teaching, so we can use every scripture in this way, but there may be times, of course, when certain scriptures may be more applicable than others. “Every scripture”, he says, “is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”. Instruction in righteousness is an important thing; righteousness in this epistle is to be our leader; we are to pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace. So, we are to be instructed in righteousness; that is a great matter with God. With Him things are based on righteousness, and believers are to be instructed in righteousness. God is having the gospel go out on a righteous basis in this dispensation, His relationships with men are founded on righteousness. In the millennium righteousness will reign; in eternity righteousness will dwell, God will have an order of things where He will be eternally satisfied and complacent. 

Then he says, “that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”. I just say a word to young brothers in connection with this. It is very important that young brothers apply themselves to the good teaching; teaching that has been fully accredited; teaching that has resulted in features of the assembly coming to light; features of the service of God being wrought out and answered to. I would encourage young brothers to apply themselves to the Scriptures and to the teaching. Paul says, “that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”. The idea of being complete is that he is fully qualified. Well, it is a great matter to get qualifications of this kind in the school of God. People go to school, college and university to get secular qualifications, but it is a great matter to get qualifications in the school of God, and this is the kind of qualification you need if you are going to be serviceable to the Lord, serviceable to the Master. I think the Lord would have in mind that young men, specially growing up in the surroundings where these things are known, should seek to have such a qualification so that they are able to serve the Lord Jesus according to His mind. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Havering
3 December 2005 

 


Scripture references

John 6:44-69 (JND) [44] No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day. [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father [himself], and has learned [of him], comes to me; [46] not that any one has seen the Father, except he who is of God, he has seen the Father. [47] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes [on me] has life eternal. [48] I am the bread of life. [49] Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and died. [50] This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. [52] The Jews therefore contended among themselves, saying, How can he give us this flesh to eat? [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day: [55] for my flesh is truly food and my blood is truly drink. …

John 16:12-15 (JND) [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you. [15] All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said that he receives of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

2 Timothy 3:10-17 (JND) [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all. [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. [13] But wicked men and juggling impostors shall advance in evil, leading and being led astray. [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus. [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 14:26 (JND) [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 13:14 (JND) [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet;

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Acts 11:26 (JND) [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.



THE HELP THAT COMES FROM GOD IN OUR LIVES

K. Walker 

Genesis 45: 5; 48: 15; Acts 26: 22 (to “day”) 

I have been thinking a little recently about our lives, and how every detail of our lives does not happen by chance. If we look back on our lives we can see that nothing happened by chance; God was in them. I have read firstly about two men in Genesis who looked back on their lives. They had come through difficult circumstances in their lives, family pressures and difficulties, but they were able to look back and say that it really was for good. Joseph said to his brothers, “God sent me before you to preserve life”. He accepted God was in the matter, and Jacob also as we read in chapter 48 says, “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day”. He looked back upon the circumstances and accepted that God had helped him. I have been affected during the last few days when we have had a number of letters read from brothers who are ill, who are maybe near the end of their lives, or are going through pressure, going through exercises, going through difficulties in their lives. They have written to us in this locality, and they have conveyed a sense of having peace in their souls in the acceptance of the exercises that God is putting them through. They could blame other people for these exercises, or ask, Why am I being put through these things? as men in the world would do. 

But these brothers and others have said it is because God is in the matter. I feel exercised by that, dear brethren. As thinking about it, especially the letters read last night at the prayer meeting, my thoughts turned firstly to Joseph. Think of how badly his brothers had treated him, how they took him and cast him into a pit and then sold him on. 

Then he was given a place of privilege in Egypt; but before that he was put into the dungeon and suffered much. You think of him in these circumstances and all the difficulties he went through, but then what he came to when he met his brothers again. He said to them, “God sent me before you to preserve life”. He did not put any blame upon them at all. He looked upon it that God had been over the matter for good. I trust that we can all look back on our lives in this way, no matter what difficulties may have come in. There are employment issues, health issues, family issues, there are pressures and problems that come into our lives, but I feel that we should be able to look back and say that God was in the matter. We may have our own wills, but dear brethren, let us accept things as being God’s will. 

So Jacob in Genesis 48 looks back and takes account of his life as being in view of him learning God. We often quote the scripture, “in pressure thou hast enlarged me” (Psalm 4: 1), and how in the pressure enlargement of the knowledge of divine Persons has proceeded. We may not sometimes see it at the time but we can look back on exercises in our lives and say that our knowledge of God was increased through the discipline. We have known those who have gone through employment problems, those who have gone through and are going through health problems, but as a believer has faith in God, he can trust that God is in the matter. I can go through it with confidence that God is there to preserve me. So Jacob looked back and said, “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day”. You think of Jacob and what he could say, as he looked back on his life and of all the issues that came in. He had his wages changed a number of times, and you think of the way that Joseph was taken from him and the anguish he went through, but he says, “the God that shepherded me all my life long”. Think of the shepherd care that was able to help him and feed him and look after him in the circumstances. I feel tested as I say these things. Can I say that? Can you say that? Can I say that God shepherded me all my life long to this day? Can we say that at this precise time? 

So I thought of Paul in Acts 26 and of the way he was treated in these last few chapters, then he says, “Having therefore met with the help which is from God, I have stood firm unto this day”. He was given what was needed for the moment. Much opposition came in in the previous chapters, but he is met with the help from God and stood firm. May we be encouraged by these things. We know the difficulties, we know the exercises, we know the pressures, and maybe we do not understand why they happen, but may we be encouraged to turn to God, and go forward in faith so that no matter what comes into our lives we realise that it is from God. I feel so exercised in saying these things and I would like to understand them more, but I have been affected by these letters from brothers who are ailing and are going through pressure. It says in Hebrews, “no chastening at the time seems to be matter of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it”, Hebrews 12: 11. As discipline and exercises are brought in, God has in mind our being enlarged in our hearts towards Him, and fruit being produced for Him. 

May we be encouraged in these things, to look back and see that God has been in every detail of our lives. We can look back to that blessed time when the Lord Jesus came into our hearts and we accepted Him as our Saviour. What a blessed thing that is, that God has touched our lives; He has caused us to respond to the gospel, to respond to the presentation of Christ as Saviour, and to come to an appreciation of that blessed One. How good it is to look back and say God was in that matter. But what has happened after that? We move on in the journey of life, the path is not always easy, circumstances change but, dear brethren, let us realise it is for good. It is for our enlargement and increase in our knowledge of God. May we be encouraged to seek out God in our circumstances, and be preserved and strengthened to stand firm from this day forward. May we be encouraged with these thoughts, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
19 December 2006 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 45:5 (JND) [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life.

Genesis 48:15 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day,

Acts 26:22 (JND) [22] Having therefore met with [the] help which is from God, I have stood firm unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying nothing else than those things which both the prophets and Moses have said should happen,

Genesis 48 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick. And he took with him his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim. [2] And one told Jacob and said, Behold, thy son Joseph is coming to thee. And Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. [3] And Jacob said to Joseph, The Almighty God appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, …

Psalms 4:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.} When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me; be gracious unto me, and hear my prayer.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Hebrews 12:11 (JND) [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.



EXTRACT

Another thing that comes out in David’s last words refers to young people. By the last words of David, the Levites were numbered from twenty years and upwards instead of twenty-five or thirty. In a typical sense young people are thus authorised to take part in assembly service five years earlier than was usual. That David should have thought of this in his last words is of great significance, especially as the statement is found in relation to the service of God. Let us read these scriptures as applying to ourselves. That is how we get the force of them. Let young people here read chapter 23 of 1 Chronicles, with the thought that it is written for them, that they have a right from God to take part in the assembly at an early age. It is as if the Spirit of God was thinking of you young people, even centuries ago, so that you should be free to take part as regulated by other scriptures in the divine service, beginning at twenty years of age. You will understand it is not literal, that it is a question of spiritual stature, and that the service of God in the land in the assembly viewed thus—is less onerous than it is in the wilderness. That is the point that David makes. Young people, as believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and thus they are qualified to have part in the assembly, “in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession”, Ephesians 1: 13, 14. Hence we are made sensible that we are the property of God. We are anointed, sealed, and have the earnest of the Spirit. These three things together make us rich in whatever part we have in the divine service. In type, all this is by the last words of David. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 49, pp.109, 110) 
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Scripture references

Ephesians 1:13-14 (JND) [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.
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