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EXERCISE PURSUED WITH RIGHT FEELINGS


W. Dickson 

Jeremiah 38: 7–13 

Our brother’s reference to Saul and Barnabas being available (Acts 13: 2) and the exhortation to Timothy as to doing the work of an evangelist, directed my mind to this passage, particularly as to the days in which we are. The conditions at Antioch were quite unique and distinctive, the Holy Spirit speaking in that assembly and giving direction as to the separation of these two distinguished men for the Lord’s service. But what about our own time?—a time when things are difficult and testing, as they were in the time of Jeremiah as recorded in this scripture. 

What I want to say, beloved brethren, is that it is a great matter to be maintained in exercise. I think that one important thing today is to be maintained constantly in exercise about the testimony, about the needs of the testimony, about the needs in the local meeting. It is my observation, I trust of the Lord, that where there is exercise about things the Lord comes in in some way or other. It may be that the exercise might not be, shall I say, vocal, it may be carried by sisters, but as long as there is an exercise about matters, not only matters of difficulty, but a general concern and a desire to be available, to use our brother’s word, the Lord gives help. I think that is true and has been proved. 

So I thought of this scripture. Here was Jeremiah put in the dungeon. This Ethiopian eunuch may well have opted out of the responsibility of seeing to the matter. He might have said, ‘Well, I am not one of the nation, I am not a Jew, I have no claim, and they have no claim on me. Why should I exercise myself? If the king said, Jeremiah has to go into the dungeon, let it be. I can free myself from the burden of exercise connected with this matter’. But he went to the king. The king might have said to him, ‘Well, do you think that is your business?’ But he went, as exercised about the matter, and surely God looked down with great pleasure on that man as concerned about the prophet, about the vessel of the testimony at that time. How heaven must have looked down in holy approval to see that man with, so to speak, no responsibility in it and yet taking the matter up in exercise and going to the king. And the king listened to him. 

It is quite amazing to think that in an act so deliberate as imprisonment, which the king felt was necessary for the safety of the kingdom, he yielded to the appeal of this man, and I think that should be an encouragement to us. Follow up exercises if the Spirit of God touches our hearts about any matter regarding the testimony, any matter of truth, anything you want help and light on. Follow up the exercise and God will come in for you. 

So the king told him to take up thirty men. I do not know why that would be, why they would need thirty men to bring up a man out of a dungeon, perhaps enfeebled through suffering, but it does show how fully and definitely the king allied himself with the exercise. He says, “Take from thence thirty men”. In effect he says, ‘I will give you all the help you need’. Our God is like that. We want to have faith, beloved brethren, to prove these things. God will come in for us and He will give us all the help we need as we take up matters. One might feel occasions arise when we are hardly able for things. Sometimes these feelings take possession of us. We say matters are too heavy for us to take up. But God will help us if we are exercised. “And (he) went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old shreds and worn-out clothes, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah”. He used even what had been discarded to further his exercise. Use everything available to help things on. 

Here was all this stuff lying discarded, the old shreds and rags, but he made use of them. Everything is of value in the assembly. The old ministry is of value. I say that to the younger brethren. It is fine waiting on the monthlies coming out, but you have to look at what is old, and what is valuable and can be used in the present testimony. We want to pursue our exercises and take up what is available, take up what is available in our local meetings, take advantage of what each one has and use it for the testimony. 

Then it says that the Ethiopian eunuch said to Jeremiah, “Put … these … under thine armholes under the cords”. And Jeremiah did so. And they drew up Jeremiah with the cords. Now what that, brings out, beloved brethren, is an important matter. In following out the exercise the eunuch was a feeling man, a feeling man. When your pursue your exercises you have to have feelings. You just cannot ride rough-shod over everybody and everything in pursuit of an exercise. What comes out was that Ebed-melech had feelings. He says to Jeremiah in effect, ‘You put these old clothes under your armpits and we will haul you up gently’. These are fine things, beloved brethren. That is what makes the assembly workable. 

That is what makes it living, free from the taint of clericalism and such things, which can do so much damage. There is always a way open for exercise and tender feelings in regard to the course of the testimony. 

So I just leave that with the brethren. Pursue your exercises, but pursue them in a feeling way, and the Lord will come in for you. It is amazing what will open up thus in regard to the prosperity of the testimony in a place, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
10 August 1982




Scripture references

Jeremiah 38:7-13 (JND) [7] And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch who was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon now the king was sitting in the gate of Benjamin, [8] and Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and spoke to the king, saying, [9] My lord, O king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to the prophet Jeremiah, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he will die by reason of the famine in the place where he is; for there is no more bread in the city. [10] And the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. [11] And Ebed-melech took the men under his order, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old shreds and worn-out clothes, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. [12] And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, Put, I pray, [these] old shreds and rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. [13] And they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and brought him up out of the dungeon; and Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard.

Acts 13:2 (JND) [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.



“REJOICE ALWAYS, PRAY UNCEASINGLY”





1 Thessalonians 5: 16–18 

I have read this scripture following what our brother has read and said1. We have here two of the shortest verses in the Bible (in the French Bible) “Rejoice always”, “Pray unceasingly”—two small verses, each of two words. I think they contain the essence of the Christian life, that is to say, joy and prayer. I was glad that our brother spoke simply, because we have need of simple things. We prove, as he, as we become older that Christianity is something very simple. On the other hand, assuredly, I know well that it is very profound and we would not wish to underestimate the fact that the Scripture speaks of “the depths of God” which only the Spirit of God can search out (1 Corinthians 2: 10). 

But what I wanted to point out was simply this feature of the simplicity of true Christianity, which ought to mark us each one, that we should be persons who rejoice and pray. Such persons rejoice always and pray unceasingly. Well, that puts me to the test, but it is the exhortation of Paul for the Thessalonians. I like the end of the epistles in general and I like the practical exhortations which Paul addressed to the saints to whom he was writing; and this is one of the things which are part of the comfort of the Scriptures, that there were persons to whom the beloved apostle could address himself in their assembly circumstances, or even in the circumstances of their lives, and put these exhortations to them. And here we have two exhortations—“Rejoice always” and “Pray unceasingly”. 

Then I read the following verse—“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you”. Well, if we lack, if I lack, in the smallest way in the capacity to be able to rejoice always, and certainly if I fail to pray unceasingly—because I am often distracted by all sorts of things—how much I am put to the test as to giving thanks in everything! “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you”. This is a test, is it not? On the other hand, I am sure there is a great blessing for the soul which comes up to it—“for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you”. We have differing circumstances, one from another, and all of us give thanks when the circumstances are good, do we not? At least, that is what I do. But when the circumstances are bad? … ‘in everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you’. God has His will towards each one of us. Paul says elsewhere that the will of God is “good and acceptable and perfect”, Romans 12: 2. I think it is that which leads us to give thanks for this will. 

Beloved brethren, I have nothing else to say. I have simply got up because I thought that perhaps someone else might get up afterwards. It is not so often, it is exceptional here, that we can be three to speak, and the scripture says that two or three may speak. I should simply like three to speak today and I should wish to leave room for someone else who has something to say, stressing only that we should retain this thought in our hearts, as our brother brought it before us, of rejoicing and praying. 

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (JND) [16] rejoice always; [17] pray unceasingly; [18] in everything give thanks, for this is [the] will of God in Christ Jesus towards you;

1 Corinthians 2:10 (JND) [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



“THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS”


P. S. Chareyre 

Luke 1: 39–45 

In these past few days I have thought of the character of the service of John the baptist—

raised up in the midst of a faithful and humble remnant but marked by great power, as the angel says—“He shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias”. Luke 1: 17. Then when John himself is presented to us attention is drawn to his appearance, the same as that of Elias. 

I have thought of him in relation to our condition at the end of the dispensation. 

We are used to saying that we are in circumstances somewhat similar to those at the beginning of Luke’s gospel. We should, therefore, I think, have it in our hearts to look into this consecration which was seen in John—“the spirit and power of Elias”. It seems to me that one of the causes of the sorrows which have come upon the brethren may well have been the lack of appreciation of this kind of service. 

However, hearing our brothers speak of rejoicing and leaping with joy, I thought that this remarkable account at the beginning of the gospel of Luke is worth considering, a remnant marked by so much weakness, so much smallness, but trusting in God and finding its pleasure in being occupied with the things of God—it is, in fact, what we find in chapter 4 of Philippians. Here are two women come together to speak of “the things that are more excellent”, Philippians 1: 10. I did not read any further, but we know how Mary expresses herself in terms of praise and joy towards God. Well, in such surroundings there is so much pleasure for divine Persons that the little child leaped with joy in his mother’s womb. She, the mother, is filled with the Holy Spirit and the little child leaps with joy. It is something extraordinary. Beloved brothers and sisters, I believe that it is simply suggestive of the character of things that the Spirit would wish to produce with two or three occupied amongst themselves, in their conversations, with the glorious things of God. As our brothers have said, that is part of the so simple Christianity in which I am sure the Spirit invites us to find our place when we are reduced to such small dimensions. 

One would like to search out these things in our thoughts, as it says in the epistle to the Philippians, and to make them the subject of our conversation, as we have it in this passage, so that something of the spirit and power of Elias may be maintained in our midst in spite of outward weakness, and that something as distinct as the little child leaping for joy in his mother’s womb might appear. It seems, and I think you would agree, that these are conditions which suggest a truly great power, a great power in extreme outward weakness; not an external power, but the power of God in weakness. May the Lord encourage us by His 

grace to pursue ardently these things which are within our reach. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Valence
27 July 1982 

 


Scripture references

Luke 1:39-45 (JND) [39] And Mary, rising up in those days, went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, [40] and entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elizabeth. [41] And it came to pass, as Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with [the] Holy Spirit, [42] and cried out with a loud voice and said, Blessed [art] *thou* amongst women, and blessed the fruit of thy womb. [43] And whence [is] this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? [44] For behold, as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears, the babe leaped with joy in my womb. [45] And blessed [is] she that has believed, for there shall be a fulfilment of the things spoken to her from [the] Lord.

Luke 1:17 (JND) [17] And *he* shall go before him in [the] spirit and power of Elias, to turn hearts of fathers to children, and disobedient ones to [the] thoughts of just [men], to make ready for [the] Lord a prepared people.

Philippians 1:10 (JND) [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day,



PRIESTLINESS


E. E. Hoyte 

Exodus 32: 26–29; Numbers 25: 10–13; Malachi 2: 4–7 

Reading these scriptures, dear brethren, my though is of priestliness. It is worthy of note that in this book of Exodus, the ministerial book, God suggests that He had this idea in mind for His people. It is most interesting to think of that. In other words it was, you might say, the beginnings, and God would enlighten us in our beginnings of His great thoughts for us, of what He has in mind. We might not have much in mind, but God having taken us up in our beginnings would enlighten us as to what His thoughts are about us in taking us up. So in Exodus 19, appealing to His people, He says, “Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and how I have borne you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. And now, if ye will hearken to my voice indeed and keep my covenant, then shall ye be my own possession out of all the peoples—for all the earth is mine and ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak to the children of Israel” (Exodus 19: 4–6). 

They had just begun in their history, just come out of Egypt, and God is appealing to them as to what He has in mind for them. They are His sons; “Let my son go ...” (Exodus 4: 23) underlies the whole position, but He has in mind that they should be a kingdom of priests—that was His idea. We shall have to understand what is involved in that. So from our very beginnings, dear brethren, God has these great thoughts for us, and He would have us to understand and to know what they are and to enjoy them. “A kingdom of priests”; sons are in a position of nearness; priesthood is that we might be able to approach God, to draw near to God. But only sons can do that, so sonship underlies priesthood. Priesthood is, you might say, official, it is an office, but you are a son, and that is generative, that is your status. But now you come into what is official where you are able to minister. This is a ministerial book and we are to minister to God for His pleasure and for His delight, to draw near to God, and it is the priest that is going to do it. 

So what we have in Exodus 32 is their beginnings. God had written the law for them, the commandments. He brought them to the mountain, He wanted to bring out His mind and His thoughts as to how they were to conduct themselves—the ten commandments. So they are at the mount. But something had taken place; they were left at the foot of the mountain and Moses had to go up to God; he had to stay there so many days with God receiving the tables on which the law was written. In this chapter he is coming down, in fact God tells him that something has happened. They are all at the mountain—they were not even to draw near. If an animal came he was to be shot through; the place was holy; God had come down on the mountain and written the tables of stone. The people were left with Aaron, left to themselves. 

So God says to Moses in verse 7, “Away, go down!”, it is urgent, “for thy people, which thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, is acting corruptly”. God notices everything, dear brethren, whatever is going on in 

us, in our minds, in our thoughts, our intentions, is all known of God. We cannot fool God. 

That is what He says to Moses; Moses did not know what was going on, but He says, “Away, go down! They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them—they have made themselves a molten calf, and have bowed down to it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said. This is thy god, Israel, who has brought thee up out of the land of Egypt!” Think of that— idolatry! Before they had the law that was given to govern them, before it was in their hands, it was broken. 

Well, we cannot be hard on the Israelites, dear brethren, it is ourselves, we are the same. 

Before the instructions were given they were broken. Who is behind that? The enemy; the enemy is always busy to upset God’s divine thoughts, His plans. That is what had come in, they had made a calf—idolatry. God says, “Go down!” So in the passage I read Moses comes down and Joshua a young man that accompanied him. That was a distinction, that Moses could carry him up—Joshua a young man, “And Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, and said to Moses, There is a shout of war in the camp”. Was he right? Moses said, 

“It is not the sound of a shout of victory, neither is it the sound of a shout of defeat—it is the noise of alternate singing I hear. And it came to pass, when he came near the camp, and saw the calf and the dancing, that Moses’ anger burned, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and shattered them beneath the mountain”. Think of that, dear brethren! You say, Moses, you are audacious. God has just given you His ten commandments and you smash them. God said not a word to him. It was in jealousy; Moses was acting for God. He says, What is the use of bringing these commandments into the camp when the law is already broken? So he smashes them at the foot of the mountain. God 

said nothing to him, He did not dispute with him. In other words, it was intelligent. What was the use of bringing in judgment upon them when they were already in sin? He says, These are not for you. 

Now what next? Does that finish the matter? No, brethren. I do not go into the rest of it, the brethren know what happened. Aaron was with them and he says that they had constrained him to do it; when he cast something into the fire this calf came out. ‘Think of that! “And they said to me, Make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! And I said to them. Who has gold? They broke it off, and gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf”. That was not quite true, that you throw gold in the fire and a calf comes out; it must have been formed and planned too. Anyway, that is what Aaron said. “And Moses saw the people how they were stripped; for Aaron had stripped them to their shame before their adversaries”. What is going to happen? “Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, He that is for Jehovah, let him come to me”. The priest is for Jehovah, the priest is on Jehovah’s side; that is what the priest is for. “And he said to them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel—Put every man his sword upon his hip; go and return from gate to gate through the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour”. 

It is a crisis, dear brethren. Who is going to come forward in a crisis? The priest! So it says the sons of Levi, that is the priestly family, these persons came forward. That is what we need in a crisis, dear brethren; we need righteousness, we need those who feel with God about things. These men were not asked, they were 

not invited, but he says, “He that is for Jehovah, let him come to me”. This tribe went out and these are the instructions, they were to go through the camp and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour. They were not to respect father, nor mother, nor son nor daughter; the priest does not do that, the priest thinks for God. And so it says, “And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. And Moses said, Consecrate yourselves today to Jehovah, yea, every man with his son, and with his brother, and bring on yourselves a blessing today”. 

As we are for God, dear brethren, we come in for a blessing. 

Now I go to the chapter in Numbers. These men of whom we have read are acting for God. 

God cannot stand idolatry; He is displaced from the souls of His people, and that is what the devil always does. Whenever you have disobedience, whenever you have these crises coming in, the enemy is behind it and you need wisdom and eyesight to see what it is and how to conduct yourself, but at any rate you want to be with God. Now what has happened in Numbers 25 is another crisis and Phinehas, who is of this family of Levi, comes forward and without being asked he performs what was necessary. So in the verses that we read it says, 

“And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away”. God did not tell him to do it, it was simply priestly instinct, considering for God. And God says, “Phinehas the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy”. 

That is the kind of jealousy you want to have, brethren, God’s jealousy, a jealousy that is of God. Paul speaks of that (2 Corinthians 11: 2). “He was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I consumed not 

the children of Israel in my jealousy”. Now listen to the reward for this—“Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace! And he shall have it, and his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was jealous for his God, and made atonement for the children of Israel”. God is speaking, dear brethren; see what He thinks about those who consider for Him and who come into the breach and act for Him. 

I must go to the next scripture, Malachi 2. This chapter begins, “And now, ye priests, this commandment is for you”. God is speaking. The priesthood had failed in this chapter—you will have to read it to see—the priesthood failed and God is speaking to them. It is a remarkable thing, dear brethren, that the idea of priestliness comes at the end of this book and it occurs at the end of the New Testament—I mean the Lord being referred to in that relation by John in Revelation 1. You see, what had happened was that failure had come into the assembly and the book of Revelation is bringing to our attention all that had come in as a result of it, and then finality. So as John writes his book he begins with, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”, Revelation 1: 5, 6. As he begins his soul is full of Christ, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood”. As I said, John stands in the breach in the declension and he brings in this idea that God has not deviated from His thoughts of priesthood. So John says, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom”, not “a kingdom of priests” here, but “a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”. John has that in mind. So God’s thoughts are not given up in the end. 

Now in this chapter where I read there is 

failure and God is speaking. Besides other things He says, “And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me”. In other words, God in the presence of the failure of the priesthood here is calling their attention to the faithfulness through which Levi obtained this everlasting priesthood; that is what He is saying here. He says, “My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips”. 

Dear brethren, we have to be sure that what we say is righteousness. This scripture was quoted some weeks ago—“and unrighteousness was not found, in his lips he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge”, Malachi 2: 6, 7. Jehovah is saying this, dear brethren, “the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts”. Can you understand that, dear brethren? Try to understand that passage; do not misquote Scripture, do not misrepresent God. What is He saying here? He says, “The priest’s lips should keep knowledge”; that means he is intelligent as to the law and from his mouth proceeds the law of God; there is no unrighteousness with him. So we must be sure that when we quote the Scripture we know what we are talking about. Are we misrepresenting God? You might say, Well, he is misleading the brethren. That is true, but he is misrepresenting God. God said, 

“Unrighteousness was not found in his lips—he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge”. It does not mean that the priest holds secrets. “The priest’s lips should keep knowledge” means he is intelligent as to God’s law; “and at his mouth they seek the law”, so you can depend upon him. 

I just have this thought to bring before you so that we might have the right judgment in what we do, and what we say, and how we quote the Scripture. Let us not mislead the brethren. 

May the Lord help us in this. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
13 June 1978




Scripture references

Exodus 32:26-29 (JND) [26] And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, He that is for Jehovah, [let him come] to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered to him. [27] And he said to them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Put every man his sword upon his hip; go and return from gate to gate through the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour. [28] And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. [29] And Moses said, Consecrate yourselves to-day to Jehovah, yea, every man with his son, and with his brother, and bring on yourselves a blessing to-day.

Numbers 25:10-13 (JND) [10] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [11] Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. [12] Therefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace! [13] And he shall have it, and his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was jealous for his God, and made atonement for the children of Israel.

Malachi 2:4-7 (JND) [4] And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. [5] My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name. [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. [7] For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts.

Exodus 19 (JND) [1] In the third month after the departure of the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they [into] the wilderness of Sinai: [2] they departed from Rephidim, and came [into] the wilderness of Sinai, and encamped in the wilderness; and Israel encamped there before the mountain. [3] And Moses went up to God, and Jehovah called to him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: …

Exodus 19:4-6 (JND) [4] Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and [how] I have borne you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. [5] And now, if ye will hearken to my voice indeed and keep my covenant, then shall ye be my own possession out of all the peoples for all the earth is mine [6] and ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak to the children of Israel.

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Exodus 32 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Numbers 25 (JND) [1] And Israel abode in Shittim; and the people began to commit fornication with the daughters of Moab. [2] And they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods; and the people ate, and bowed down to their gods. [3] And Israel joined himself to Baal-Peor; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Israel. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

Malachi 2 (JND) [1] And now, ye priests, this commandment is for you. [2] If ye do not hear, and if ye do not lay [it] to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith Jehovah of hosts, I will even send the curse among you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have already cursed them, because ye do not lay [it] to heart. [3] Behold, I will rebuke your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, the dung of your feasts; and they shall take you away with it. …

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 2:6-7 (JND) [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. [7] For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts.



MAKING ROOM FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT





A. K. Turner 

2 Kings 4: 1–7; Numbers 21: 16–18; Genesis 24: 22–25, 54–58 

We often speak about making room for the Spirit and I thought of these scriptures in that connection. This widow appeared to be at an extremity—her husband dead, and the creditor come to take her two children to be bondmen, for she was in debt. The question is raised with her by Elisha, “What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house?”. She said, “Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil”. Clearly it did not seem to mean very much to her that she had a pot of oil. “Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house”, and then, just as an afterthought, “but a pot of oil”. ‘Yes, I remember I have got that, a pot of oil’. She is a type of a believer who has the Holy Spirit but does not rightly appreciate His presence and power. But the prophet brings out that what she had in type was of immense value. The beloved apostle says, “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable free gift”, 2 Corinthians 9: 15. How we should value the gift of the Holy Spirit, dear brethren. I believe the Lord is saying at the present time that we should value the Holy Spirit, and make room for Him. Both in our individual exercises and in our localities, and generally, we should be exercised to make room for the Holy Spirit for He is doing a service that would provide richly for us. 

So really the woman’s position was not one of extremity, although she had to come to it that she could not meet the situation herself. That is why, in her desperation, she cried to Elisha, who brought in light and help from God. We have to come to it too, as Paul did, that we cannot meet the matter ourselves. He says, “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right I find not” (Romans 7: 18), and later, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” (Romans 7: 24). Then, as coming to an end of ourselves, we are ready to appreciate the provision that God has made in His grace through Jesus Christ our Lord for our continuing here and meeting our moral obligations righteously in the power of the Spirit of God. 

What a state this woman would have been in apart from God intervening in grace—a widow, and her two children to be taken into slavery. Could you think of a more pitiful case? You do not wonder at her feelings; but God had the answer, and all the time the answer was there in the house. All the time the pot of oil was there, but apparently overlooked. What a wonderful divine provision was in that pot of oil! “And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full”. God has full thoughts in mind, and I believe we should have that before us, dear brethren. These things do test us, but if we read that at the beginning of this dispensation persons were filled with the Holy Spirit, should we not at the end of the dispensation be exercised that we should be filled with the Holy Spirit? The prophet had full vessels in mind, and, as we have been taught, she says “children” but he says “sons”. She thought of these boys as children, but the prophet elevated her in her thinking, that is, instead of bondage God had in mind the full dignity of sonship. 

So let us value the Holy Spirit more. How much the Lord Jesus spoke about Him. I mention in passing that in two years at Maidstone we had readings on almost the same scriptures, John 14, 15 and 16. What is the Lord saying in these things? Think of the teaching of Jesus as to the Person of the Holy Spirit. He speaks of Him as “another Comforter” (John 14: 16), and the footnote to that is ‘One who carries on the cause of any one and helps him ...’ He also says, “Ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you” (John 14: 17). So the Lord would teach us to value the Spirit’s help and His presence with us and in us. This means that we can ask for the Spirit’s help at any time. He will glorify Christ—“He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”, John 16: 14. The Spirit would desire to fill our vessels with Christ, and as the Spirit of truth to guide us into all the truth (John 16: 13). 

Now to return to the widow, she did what she was told. “And she went from him, and, shut the door upon her and upon her sons—they brought the vessels to her, and she poured out. And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said to her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed”. She values the oil now and it is a question of providing the vessels. Can we provide vessels, empty vessels? Moab had been at ease from his youth, had not been emptied from vessel to vessel (see Jeremiah 48: 11), Many of us, no doubt, have been like that, content to be among the brethren and to have our little part in things, but generally at ease, not emptied from vessel to vessel. What was needed here was empty vessels. You see, you may go on with what is of Moab and never face this question of an empty vessel that can be filled. The prophet then says, “Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons on the rest “. So she was able to meet her obligations; the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in those who do not walk according to flesh, but according to Spirit (Romans 8: 4), and she had something over and above—“Live thou and thy sons on the rest”. So we have in Romans 8: 13, “But if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live”. 

In Numbers 21 we have a very remarkable scripture, I suppose well known to most here, and certainly well known to those who are older. Those of us who were old enough to understand the ministry in the 1940s have some memory as to this scripture and the way it was used by God to liberate the saints in response to this divine Person, the Holy Spirit of God. So the word was given—“Jehovah spoke to Moses, Assemble the people, and I will give them water. Then Israel sang this song, Rise up well! sing unto it”. This was a move forward in the journey of the children of Israel from Egypt to Canaan, that is, from the world to glory. It was a wonderful move forward when they came to Beer—it just means ‘Well’. They had come in type to recognize the Spirit of God and to sing and respond to that , blessed Person. 

You will remember that it was said earlier, in the reading, that in all this there is reference to the cross. How often we must go back to the cross! If we are going to get the gain of the springing well we must face the serpent of brass. Moses made a serpent of brass and put it on a pole “and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived”, Numbers 21: 9. The footnote to that is ‘looked intently at’. So we need to look intently at what was effected when God sent His own Son in the likeness of flesh of sin, and condemned sin in the flesh (see Romans 8: 3). That was the cross, dear brethren, and it entered into the teaching of Jesus. He said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, John 3: 14. 

Then in John 4, “Whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life” (John 4: 14). “Springing up”; it is upwards, you see. The Spirit would lead us upwards, inward, to Canaan; our Canaan is the heavenly land, where Christ is. So in this matter of making room for the Spirit we need to look intently at the cross. Would that not be why Paul starts with the word of the cross when he writes to the Corinthians? Would that not be why he says he was determined to know nothing among them save Jesus Christ and Him crucified? (see 1 Corinthians 2: 2). His desires for the Corinthians were that they should get the full gain of the wondrous fact that the Spirit of God is here and dwelling in the believer, in the temple, and operating in the body. What a wonderful fact that is! How could we work out the truth of the assembly apart from the glorious fact that a divine Person is here? 

It is not a one-man ministry that Paul speaks of; he says, “For to one, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; and to a different one faith, in the power of the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healing in the power of the same Spirit; and to another operations of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; and to a different one kinds of tongues; and to another interpretation of tongues. But all these things operates the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each in particular according as he pleases” (1 Corinthians 12: 8–11), and then, “For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body”. I remember Mr. Gray of Helston saying, ‘If all believers were in the gain of that they would all be in fellowship’. In the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks. We need to face the cross in its full bearing, the setting aside of man after the flesh, and then to appreciate the Holy Spirit, speaking and singing to and worshipping Him. They did here; “Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at the word of the lawgiver, with their staves”. 

Now, I believe we should thank God for that ministry that was brought out in the 1940s. There is a great deal of it, dear brethren; I have not read it all; there is a great deal of ministry as to the Holy Spirit, ranging over the Old Testament and the New, and I believe the Lord would stimulate exercise that we get the gain of that ministry as to the Holy Spirit and His place, viewing the Spirit objectively, and then going on to speaking to the Spirit and then worshipping the Spirit. All these things would enlarge in our hearts and in our affections the blessed Person of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Then in Genesis 24, in closing, the servant says, “Is there room in thy father’s house for us to lodge?” Well, we know that conditions were very good here with Rebecca. Her appreciation of the Holy Spirit, in type, I suppose, is greater than with any other type in the Old Testament, and she shows by her service to the servant and to the camels, and her appreciation of the well, how much she values the Spirit of God. Then the matter is raised by the servant, “Is there room in thy father’s house for us to lodge?” Then, “she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge”. What was the point in lodging? The point was not to stay there; what comes out is that he is lodging only for a moment in view of being sent away to his master. Then “they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master”. Then her brother and mother said, “Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten”. There was good lodging there, much straw, provender, why not stay? But that is not what the Spirit of God has in mind. He has come from the Father, He has come from the Son, and He has in mind the completion of His mission; He has in mind our entering now into spiritual things, and answering to the heart of Christ. He has in mind, too, finality, so the servant says, “Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way”. 

Let those words just have their weight with us. He said that; it is typical, I know, but I am sure the very feelings and breathings of the Holy Spirit of God are in it, “Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way—send me away, and I will go to my master”. So the Spirit has in mind our entrance into spiritual and heavenly things, our enjoyment of union with Christ. That is what He has in mind, the direct flow that is proceeding in this chapter, coming from Abraham, coming down to the city of Nahor to Rebecca, but now there is to be the great return flow, and He does not want to be hindered in it. This word, I am sure, would be to us as we near translation, and as we think of the service of God every week, and what flows out of it. I am sure His word would be to us—“Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way—send me away, and I will go to my master”. 

So the word is put to Rebecca; the word is put to the assembly in that sense—“Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go”. You say, I will go to be with Christ, or He will come for us; but are we going to go with the Spirit? Are we going to be with the Spirit in what He is doing at the present time in view of there being more for Christ each Lord’s day and indeed day by day from each one of us? And may that final gathering to Christ be more and more in our view, as it is in the view of the Spirit of God. That is what He has in mind; in coming to lodge He has in mind to get us on to the heavenly road in view of the end. May it be so that we appreciate the Spirit of God more day by day and week by week until the end, for Christ’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
11 September 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 4:1-7 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; [4] and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full. [5] And she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons: they brought [the vessels] to her, and she poured out. [6] And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said to her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. [7] And she came and told the man of God; and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou [and] thy sons on the rest.

Numbers 21:16-18 (JND) [16] And from thence to Beer: that is the well of which Jehovah spoke to Moses, Assemble the people, and I will give them water. [17] Then Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it: [18] Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at [the word of] the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness [they went] to Mattanah;

Genesis 24:22-58 (JND) [22] And it came to pass when the camels had drunk enough, that the man took a gold ring, of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, ten [shekels] weight of gold, [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge? [24] And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge. [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren. [28] And the maiden ran and told these things to her mother's house. [29] And Rebecca had a brother, named Laban; and Laban ran out to the man, to the well. [30] And it came to pass when he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's hand, and when he heard the words of Rebecca his sister, saying, Thus spoke the man to me that he came to the man, and behold, he was standing by the camels, by the well. [31] And he said, Come in, blessed of Jehovah! why standest thou outside? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. [32] And the man came into the house; and he ungirded the camels, and gave the camels straw and provender, and water to wash his feet, and the feet of the men who were with him. [33] And there was set [meat] before him to eat; but he said, I will not eat until I have made known my business. And he said, Speak on. …

2 Corinthians 9:15 (JND) [15] Thanks [be] to God for his unspeakable free gift.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Jeremiah 48:11 (JND) [11] Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and hath settled on his lees; he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste hath remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

Romans 8:4 (JND) [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

Romans 8:13 (JND) [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live:

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 21:9 (JND) [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

1 Corinthians 12:8-11 (JND) [8] For to one, by the Spirit, is given [the] word of wisdom; and to another [the] word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; [9] and to a different one faith, in [the power of] the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healing in [the power of] the same Spirit; [10] and to another operations of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; and to a different one kinds of tongues; and to another interpretation of tongues. [11] But all these things operates the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each in particular according as he pleases.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …



EXTRACTS


It is sweet to know that the precious work of the Lord Jesus is so great in its value that it secures for eternal blessedness all those who die before reaching the age of responsibility. He came to save that which was lost, and He said, “So it is not the will of your Father who is in the heavens that one of these little ones should perish”, Matthew 18: 11, 14. On the part of little children there has been no wilful refusal of God’s grace, or of light from Him, for they have not come to years when He would hold them responsible. And therefore there can be no doubt that He will carry out His own will in regard to them and not one of them will perish ... It is blessed to know that many millions who have, through dying in childhood, never had a place in responsibility before God have nevertheless a place before Him in connection with His eternal sovereignty, and thus they have been marked out for a place in His universe of bliss which they will occupy throughout eternity to His glory and praise. 

‘Letters of C. A. Coates’, pp.391, 392 

We are fairly comfortable, have plenty to eat and drink and prove God’s goodness every day, and there is a danger of living just in the sphere of providence. In a brief time we shall have to leave that sphere: what is going to abide is the sphere of divine purpose. If we live by the word of God, that is outside providence; the word of God connects us with the unseen, and faith does too. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Hebrews’, p.114) 

I never can have moral weight to repress in another that which I have not repressed in myself. 

J. B. Stoney (N.S. Vol.10, p.21) 
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Scripture references

Matthew 18:11-14 (JND) [11] For the Son of man has come to save that which was lost. [12] What think ye? If a certain man should have a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, does he not, leaving the ninety and nine on the mountains, go and seek the one that has gone astray? [13] And if it should come to pass that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoices more because of it than because of the ninety and nine not gone astray. [14] So it is not the will of your Father who is in [the] heavens that one of these little ones should perish.



Notes


	[←1]
	 see p.8 of December 1982 issue.
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