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PREPARATION FOR THE SALVATION OF OUR HOUSES

C. K. Robinson 

Hebrews 11: 7; Acts 16: 30–34; 18: 24–28; 20: 35; John 14: 1–3 

I would like to say a word on the significance of this comment in the first scripture regarding Noah that he “prepared an ark for the saving of his house”. It will have been noticed that I have read one or two incidents in the Acts that refer to certain houses. It is fine to think of Noah preparing an ark, and the comment is that his objective was the saving of his house. In John 14, what a beautiful reference it is that the Lord Himself says, “I go to prepare you a place”. We will be taken into glory to a place that is already prepared. Prior to the time of Noah, much had already transpired in the book of Genesis, with some great truths brought out. The truth relating to the covering that God prepared for Adam and Eve, looked on beautifully to the work that was going to be accomplished by the true antitype, our Lord Jesus Christ, so that man’s guilt could be removed righteously by God Himself because of the completed work of Jesus. There could be a hint of the truth of justification also in this reference. With Abel it is the truth of our acceptance; Abel bringing of the firstlings of his flock, not bringing what was of his own labour, but what was a result of what had been secured through sacrifice. Our approach to God is the result of our acceptance in another Man and His finished work. When you come to Enoch you see the truth of walking with God. 

What great experiences Enoch had, and the climax was that he was translated so that he should not see death. This is like a touch of the truth of eternal life. 

But in Noah we come to the truth of salvation. We should remember that salvation is what we need here. We shall not need salvation in glory. Noah “prepared an ark for the saving of his house”. His objective was 

that his household, and all that was in his sphere of responsibility, would be saved from the judgment that was coming upon the scene in which he was, and that what was in that ark would be carried through into a new realm altogether. In preparing the ark much detailed description is given. Going back over Genesis 6 and 7, as he prepares this ark of gopher wood, the dimensions of it are given and the structure of it. Noah was wholly in all that was going on as he knew judgment was coming. He felt the need to save what was within his own sphere of responsibility and grasped God’s desire to carry these eight souls through into another realm and into a new world on the other side of the flood, that is on the other side of judgment. So Noah prepared an ark for the saving of his house. How full that is, how great that is to think about! In Hebrews, the value in these comments about Noah and others, is that they reflect a summary long after the events themselves have happened. 

When you look back on Noah’s exercises, you say, Why did he build the ark? Why did he go through all that exercise? May I suggest that each one of us, and particularly heads of houses, should have a similar exercise toward the saving of our houses. I would like to draw on these chapters in the book of Acts to show how Paul, in many ways, is striving that the truth of salvation may be proved in the households of believers. We referred in the earlier meeting to our individual lives and our experiences together collectively. I would like now to add a word in relation to our household exercises. 

It is instructive to follow through these chapters, and in speaking of them I would have in my mind and affections, to stir exercise with every one of us, so that we can find our way into what the ark would speak of typically, in view of salvation being proved. Salvation is a current, present experience, provided of God for believers as down here, so that they may be saved from 

a world that is morally under judgment. Our households and our exercises in them are set amidst that background. Do not let us forget that. ‘The world to doom is passing’, the hymn says. Judgment is coming and the evidence is an increase in the signs of it all around, morally and in every way. Salvation is to be a precious, living, known present experience. 

In Acts I have read of a house in Philippi, Aquila and Priscilla with a house in Corinth, and then about Paul as he reflects on three exercising years going from house to house in Ephesus. In these scriptures I think there are experiences and truths which will all help to make us think about the preparing of an ark. The first word to the jailor at Philippi was Paul calling out, “Do thyself no harm, for we are all here”. Then it says, “And having asked for lights, he rushed in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas. And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. Here is a soul with a house there at Philippi and the word to him is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. I trust every soul here is a believer in the Lord Jesus. The word would still go out today, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. It means being saved from judgment, saved from all that is going to come in, but also being brought into a sphere of protection where you can be saved in view of the great things of God. So the jailor and his house come under the word, “And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, with all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed them from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway. And having brought them into his house he laid the table for them, and rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God”. 

What activity took place, directed by the jailor, in the course of a few hours! What changes took place in this man’s house! He has accepted the truth of the gospel and he is believing in another Man. Divine light comes into his soul. 

Next it is the truth of baptism, which is a very close link with a feature of salvation, he was “baptised, he and all his straightway”. The man’s spirit is totally changed as he is washing them from their stripes—“And he took them the same hour of the night and washed them from their stripes”. Then he brings them into his house and laid the table for them. What a change! There is an ark being formed for the saving of this man’s house! It says, “he laid the table for them, and rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God”. What a household this would be in Philippi. In the type in Genesis, the ark spoke of all that is according to God being carried through onto new ground. Such truth should be preserved and carried through intact in our household exercises as it results in what will be for the pleasure of God and the testimony of Christ. Think of the water being applied to their stripes by a man whose spirit has been totally changed. Here is an early demonstration of what Paul referred to later when he wrote his epistle to these Philippians as the “supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 1: 19. Lydia’s house is another in this passage in Acts. These houses in Philippi proved what was meant by salvation in the ark. 

When Paul wrote to Philippi how well received his letter would be in these houses. What truths are covered in that epistle, the fellowship of the gospel in chapter 1, and all that flows from it. He can say, “Only conduct yourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ”, Philippians 1: 27. Paul uses chapter 2 to bring out the descending line; the One who “did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, ‘humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, 

Philippians 2: 6–8. Such down-stooping! “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”, Philippians 2: 9–11. Then in chapter 3, I think the jailor would really appreciate that our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens. That is the realm that salvation has in view. Paul is writing to ensure that the saints in Philippi understand that our associations of life belong to another order altogether, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”, Philippians 3: 20. The judgment goes on and develops morally all around but there is stability and security in the households of the saints, and in local meetings there is protection and preservation of these great things. So that while morally the judgment was going on outside, what was being enjoyed inside in Philippi was these associations of life. Jesus is yet to come again and then will transform our body of humiliation into conformity to His body of glory. In chapter 4, Paul puts in a little exhortation in case there were two souls, in that Philippian company, that would not be of the same mind in the Lord. So in the principle of it, the ark is formed at Philippi and Paul brings out these truths, leaving them there in Philippi in view of the salvation of the saints. 

In chapter 18 of Acts, an interesting history is found with Aquila and Priscilla. Paul comes to Corinth and finds them, “a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife”, Acts 18: 2. He came to them and as they were of the same trade he abode with them. In Corinth, Paul is preparing an ark, by his ministry there, for the salvation of the people of God in that city. Much was to come in, but Aquila and Priscilla grasped the idea. They had lived with Paul who was a wise architect, as he says in 1 

Corinthians 3. Aquila and Priscilla are a prime example of a husband and wife who develop together in their 

relationships and understanding of the great truths that Paul was bringing out in view of their salvation. 

Aquila and Priscilla moved on to Ephesus, and Paul leaves them there, and they are there in Ephesus and Apollos comes along, “an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures ... 

knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue”. But then you see the forming of the ark; Aquila and Priscilla take him to themselves and “unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. We would have loved to have heard that conversation; Apollos sitting down there with them, and these two fine believers explaining what was coming out through Paul’s ministry, incorporating the light of a glorified Christ in heaven and the truth of the assembly down here. Much had happened since the baptism of John, and Apollos was brought forward into the way of God more exactly. Aquila and Priscilla are forming the ark by unfolding the way of God more exactly, and Apollos comes into that light. 

He is attracted into it. Later Apollos adds his part to what is developing at Corinth. Paul could say, when he is writing to the Corinthians, “I have planted; Apollos watered; but God has given the increase”, 1 Corinthians 3: 6. Some of what he learned was gleaned here, and when he goes to Corinth he finds, through Paul’s ministry and through his own service, that the truth of the formation of the ark for the saving of the Corinthians is being developed there. 

Paul goes from place to place, and I would suggest that, in every place he went to, his exercise was to form an ark for the saving of God’s people. He laboured for the protection and preservation, in view of the world to come, of the great truths of God. All this time the world was going on, judgment was coming nearer, but stability and security and restfulness, supported by the intensity of his exercises appear wherever Paul went. How good it is to think about Aquila and Priscilla being formed and carried through right to the end. There are only two households mentioned in 2 Timothy; one is the 

household of Onesiphorus (2 Timothy 1: 16), and the other is referred to at the very end of chapter 4, where both are brought together “Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus” (2 Timothy 4: 19). Here is a household that had embraced the Pauline ministry, as forming what the ark would speak of in this dispensation. So that even in 2 Timothy days, like the days in which we are, let us contemplate the preparing of the ark and let us set ourselves with energy, as exercised and responsible believers, brothers and sisters alike, in order that what is of God will go through intact. 

In Acts 20, Paul speaks of how he had been at Ephesus for three years. It reminds us of the third storey of the ark. Noah was instructed to build it with three storeys; the first, the second and the third. An Ephesian household would have had the truth of the mystery and Paul’s Ephesian letter brings this out. In this he is forming in Ephesus the whole height and glory of the truth of Christ and the assembly, that is what is being formed in these Ephesian households. From house to house he had been going round for three years, and this section brings out the great truths that he went over as he went from house to house. Going round he would speak of repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. Then another time he would testify the glad tidings of the grace of God or preach the glad tidings of the kingdom. He had not shrunk from announcing to them all the counsel of God. He is saying, particularly to these elders, that now it is time to shepherd the assembly of God which He has purchased with the blood of His own. How affecting these things are! Paul is reflecting on his labours that he, like a true Noah, had put in in preparing an ark for the saving of the Ephesian saints, and he warns them that grievous wolves are about to come in to scatter the flock. How important, therefore, for any one here, as with us all, in any sphere of responsibility, to take on the feature of shepherding what is in the ark and what the ark speaks of in view of the preservation of the truth of God in the 

days in which we live. Paul prepared an ark by his labours and now he is looking back and saying. There it is, the completed product of years of service, but he fears it being broken up. 

So he is saying here, “Wherefore watch”, then, “I have shewed you all things”. How Noah in his day must have looked at that completed ark, watching over his sons and their wives and all the animals as they entered into the ark. 

I commend these things to us all. It is necessary that in the way that Noah prepared the ark for the saving of his house, so we all, particularly if you are head of a house, should take up this exercise. Be prepared to exercise whatever is necessary to save your house. Save the souls that are in it; keep what is not in accordance with God out of it, and go on in the maintenance of the principles of the house of God within it, and preserve what is of the truth of God in the days in which we are. The enemy would love to break it up. During that whole period when the rain came down and the flood waters were going up and up, that ark remained resilient, and it was the sphere of salvation for Noah and his family. God had shut them in. God preserved them. God saw them through, and they came out of that ark into a cleansed earth. 

Immediately you have the altar, and the offering of every clean animal to God. 

As to John 14, by contrast to the labours that go on in relation to the ark and the building of it, we can see that what awaits us all, beloved brethren, is a place already prepared. The Lord Jesus beautifully says, “I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. A wonderful thing that is, that we shall go to a place prepared in the Father’s house above. A precious reality based on faith in the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has died for us and has shed His precious blood, and given us the joy of knowing that we are saved from judgment. We are under the shelter of that precious blood, but our destiny is the realm above in that place which He has prepared for us, and where salvation will not be needed. How touching that is—“I go to prepare you a place”. He is saying this to His own in John 14, “I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. 

May we all be ready for the exercises involved in preparing an ark for the saving of our houses, for the protection of what is of God in the place wherever we are set; but then let us remember that when we are taken above there is a place prepared for us. He will receive us, and soon He is coming to take us there. May these things encourage us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
13 November 1993 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:7 (JND) [7] By faith, Noah, oracularly warned concerning things not yet seen, moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his house; by which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which [is] according to faith.

Acts 16:30-34 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. [32] And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, with all that were in his house. [33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed [them] from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway. [34] And having brought them into his house he laid the table [for them], and rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God.

Acts 18:24-28 (JND) [24] But a certain Jew, Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures, arrived at Ephesus. [25] He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John. [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly. [27] And when he purposed to go into Achaia, the brethren wrote to the disciples engaging them to receive him, who, being come, contributed much to those who believed through grace. [28] For he with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Acts 20:35 (JND) [35] I have shewed you all things, that thus labouring [we] ought to come in aid of the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Genesis 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when mankind began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took themselves wives of all that they chose. [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. …

Genesis 7 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Noah, Go into the ark, thou and all thy house; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. [2] Of all clean beasts thou shalt take to thee by sevens, a male and its female; but of the beasts that are not clean two, a male and its female. [3] Also of the fowl of the heavens by sevens, male and female; to keep seed alive on the face of all the earth. …

Philippians 1:19 (JND) [19] for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and [the] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ;

Philippians 1:27 (JND) [27] Only conduct yourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ, in order that whether coming and seeing you, or absent, I may hear of what concerns you, that ye stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings;

Philippians 2:6-8 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Philippians 2:9-11 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Acts 18:2 (JND) [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them,

1 Corinthians 3:6 (JND) [6] *I* have planted; Apollos watered; but God has given the increase.

2 Timothy 1:16 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain;

2 Timothy 4:19 (JND) [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



THE BLESSINGS OF GOD IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

J. Spinks 

Acts 26: 9–18; Luke 15: 22–24; Proverbs 10: 22 

I would seek help to speak of what God has in mind in the glad tidings. God has thoughts of blessing in mind for every one here in this room tonight; He has blessing indeed in mind for all men. His desire is that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. It is good to lay hold of that, but in the gospel God would love to speak personally to us. I do desire that every one here tonight would have a sense that God is speaking personally to each one of us. He knows us intimately; from the day of our birth He has watched over us, and always has had in mind that we should come into blessing, the blessing that maketh rich. 

How wonderful the thoughts of God are! In one of the prophets God says, My thoughts are greater than your 

thoughts, My ways than your ways (Isaiah 55: 9). Satan too has thoughts; he sees us coming to the meetings and he would seek to hinder us from coming into blessing. Of course his knowledge of us is limited, but he has a certain knowledge and a certain power, and he takes account of every one coming to the gospel. But then, God would say, My thoughts are ones of blessing and I have nothing but your good and blessing in mind. 

That is why I read in Acts 26, the Lord sending Paul, “to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. That was the message given to Paul; a very full one, one of wonderful blessing. The darkness is all around us, the whole world lies in the wicked one. While, as I said earlier, the enemy has a certain power, and God has allowed him to take over certain territory in this world, yet He limits his scope. 

Indeed, not only does He limit his scope, but in His grace He has intervened to show that His power is far greater than the power of the enemy. The power of the enemy seems very extensive; more so in these days than in any other time in history, on account of the terrible violence and corruption, the awful departure from the truth of God in the professing church, and the power of the enemy acting in men’s minds to turn them against the light of God. But the power of God in the gospel (how we love to think of it) is God’s power to salvation. Paul had been an emissary of Satan; he did not realise it but he was. It is a sad thing that persons can be doing Satan’s work without being aware of it. Paul was like that, he thought to do much against the name of Jesus. But think of the power of God’s grace breaking him down, breaking down his prejudices, breaking down all his thoughts of animosity towards the name of the Lord Jesus, and turning him into the greatest lover of Christ who ever was. I love to think of the power of the gospel; it is God’s power, and it is unto salvation, that is the great end in mind. 

When God speaks about salvation you can be sure it is a full salvation, it is no small matter. It is referred to as “the glad tidings of your salvation” (Ephesians 1: 13), and also as the “glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ”, Ephesians 3: 8. It is all bound up with Christ, and it has power to emancipate man; to free him from whatever bondage he is under. 

Satan uses many things to keep persons in bondage, and those of us who are a little older know what it is to be under his power; Satan working through the flesh, keeping us bowed down and unhappy and miserable, and unable to lift up our head like the woman in Luke 13: 11. Satan can do that, but the power of God is greater than Satan. The power of God is expressed in His grace. It comes in all its liberating power and frees us from the thraldom of sin, bringing us into the liberty of sonship; that is the great end in the gospel. I would love to be able to convey something of God’s great thoughts. There is nothing small about God; there is nothing small about His thoughts of blessing, they emanate from His own heart of love, and he has worked right from the foundation of the world to bring them into effect. It says, 

“when the fulness of the time was come. God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, that he might redeem those under law, that we may receive sonship”, Galatians 4: 4, 5. 

These are great and wonderful thoughts of blessing for man. As believers, God has “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. When we are young we do not think too much about spiritual blessings; we would rather think of what is within our range, what we can touch and what we can see and hear, things which relate to our natural senses. Of course, there are many things that we can legitimately enjoy, and God would not withhold them from us, but when we set out to indulge our natural tastes and desires, it always ends in disappointment. The blessings of God never fail and “he addeth no sorrow to it”, Proverbs 10: 22. When we follow a path of self-will it 

invariably brings sorrow. Things do not turn out the way we had hoped and we are left feeling unhappy and disappointed. When God acts in the gospel He acts in power and grace in order that He may bring us into wonderful blessing. 

So Paul here is speaking about his feelings of animosity against the name of Jesus, he says, “I indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean”. 

Think of him being consumed with hatred. The source of that hatred is the enemy; he is the accuser of the brethren, and he is full of fury against all that God is doing. We read about men like that; Haman in the book of Esther was another who was filled with fury against the people of God. The enemy is bent against the blessing of your soul, and if he could stop us gathering to hear the gospel he would do it. Thank God for every room in this land where the glorious message of the gospel is going forth and the name of Jesus is being proclaimed. I saw a sticker on a car as I was coming along to the gospel, ‘There is hope’. Thank God for the hope there may be in the person’s soul who put it on. I trust our hope is all in a living Saviour at God’s right hand. Some people hope for a transformation of this world, and they preach to that end. They think that this world will be changed by the glad tidings; that is a false hope, this world is going on to judgment. The gospel is not being preached to change the world, it is preached to draw people to the blessed Man who is the centre of God’s world. 

Paul had really been drawn to Christ as the Sun and centre of God’s world and was sent to witness to His glory. 

The preaching of the word of God does not bear on this world, it bears on another world where Christ is enthroned in glory. It has had great results here, myriads have been brought into the knowledge of God and have been committed to His testimony. It is not a preaching of reformation, it is the testimony to another Man in another world. It is the blessing of God that 

“maketh 

rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it”. It is not to say, of course, that we do not have sorrows in the pathway. We do have very real sorrows, but the Lord Jesus, in His priestly grace and succour, is able to sustain us through the trials and pressures. God is not only able to make us happy in heaven, no Christian would dispute that, but He is able to make us happy down here. 

Every believer knows that God will maintain us in a state of eternal blessedness, but how many of us know the power that is able to keep us happy and contented and satisfied here? 

God is able to do that, and there are many believers who can say they are truly satisfied. 

There are those who can say like Paul, at least in measure, “for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”, Philippians 1: 21. Let us see to it that we are on the line of going in for these great blessings “The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it”, Proverbs 10: 22. 

Paul here is really a heavenly visitor; he has been taken up and given a taste of these blessings; now we see him in the sphere of testimony with his heart full of Christ, and a desire to lead others into the fulness of God’s blessing. I would like to awaken some desire in your heart to go in for these blessings. It says, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. He has prepared them before the foundation of the world. All these blessings were in the heart of God before the foundation of the world, and they are brought to light in the glad tidings. So the message is “that they may turn from darkness to light”. God always acts in the light; that is the first thing He does in Genesis 1, He brings in light. He brings light into the soul and helps you to see things clearly. Satan always acts in the darkness, he brings darkness and confusion into men’s minds and seeks to obscure the outshining of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. This whole world is built up on a system of artifice and falseness, but the light of God shows everything in its true character. It may expose you if 

you are still in your sins. I trust there is not any one here who has not yet accepted the Saviour. If there is, do not put it off, lay hold of God’s offer in the glad tidings. 

In Genesis 3, when God came into the garden and spoke to Adam, Adam was exposed immediately. He tried to cover himself with what was available, and men still try to do that, but the word of God came in and exposed his nakedness. Then comes that wonderful verse, “Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3: 21). 

Just one simple verse, but what wealth is in it! It was looking forward to the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, in order that man could be righteously before God. Skin involved the death of another, and that Other was the only-begotten Son of God. Paul goes on to say, “that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. 

What is the inheritance? For us it is a heavenly inheritance, but it would include everything that belongs to Christ. Of course, everything belongs to Christ, and He will soon come and take up His rights. The god of this world has claimed the inheritance and he claims man too, but God will come in in Christ and reclaim all that belongs to Him. The things in the heavens and the things in the earth will all be headed up in the Christ, the rightful Heir, and all those who have come in through redemption will share in that wonderful inheritance. It is not that our inheritance is an earthly one, but we will come into everything that belongs to Christ. 

These things have a present bearing; “among them that are sanctified by faith in me” brings us on to the ground of Christian fellowship. It is what we enjoy together among those who are like-minded, persons who have tasted the grace of God and seek to hold the ground for Christ. Would you not like to be among them? Would you not like to be among those who sit down at the Lord’s supper and say in effect, We acknowledge Thy rights Lord, and 

seek to hold the ground till Thou dost come. His coming is not far off, but what a wonderful privilege it is to hold the ground for Him; in the breaking of bread we announce His death until He come. It means that we are not going to come under the sway of the usurper; we are not going to allow his blandishments and his power to turn us aside from the path of God’s will. No, we are not going to do that, we are following in the path of the Lord Jesus, the One who could say, “Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. That will for Him involved the ultimate sacrifice. For us it may not do that; it involves sacrifice surely, but the blessing of God is far in excess of any sacrifice we may be called upon to make—it maketh rich. 

The enemy never made anybody rich; he may help persons to become rich in this world’s substance, but he never brought in true riches. The person who follows the Lord Jesus knows what it is to be rich according to God; rich in faith, rich in the knowledge of God and in appreciation of the inheritance. These are true riches; these are riches that do not diminish and we do not leave them when we leave this scene, they go through into eternity. It is good to read the scriptures and see what goes through into eternity. One of the wonderful things is, 

“he that does the will of God abides for eternity”, 1 John 2: 17. We have known persons who have given themselves up to the lusts and pleasures of this world; as they grow older their senses weaken and they lose their enjoyment of things, and often they die a miserable death away from God. Not so the believer in the Lord Jesus; although he may become old and feeble, his enjoyment of divine things does not diminish. The vessel may be an earthen one, but it contains a wonderful treasure. What is the treasure? The treasure is the knowledge of God, and an appreciation of the blessings that He so bountifully gives. These are wonderful things. I feel how feebly I can speak of them, but I just feel impressed by the greatness and glory of the glad tidings. They are outside the range of human understanding but can be entered into and enjoyed by the Holy Spirit. 

Young people may have some difficulty in understanding these things, but the answer is to commit yourself to the Lord Jesus. Know Him as your Saviour, then recognise Him as Lord. 

Acknowledge that He has certain rights over you, certain claims; yield to these claims. He never asserts them in a hard or arbitrary way. He would just come alongside you and gently speak to your heart. He would help you develop an appetite for divine things; that is another wonderful service of the Lord. It says, “I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat”, Hosea 11: 4. Sometimes we come across young people who have been damaged by systems of men, and they have become embittered. The Lord would graciously draw alongside and cause us to eat, cause us to enjoy divine things. Can you say, dear young one, that you enjoy divine things, even in a limited way? You may say, Well, I have still a taste for the things of the world. I know what that is too, but then the Lord helps us to acquire a taste for His things, the things of Jesus Christ. The more you touch these things and commit yourself to them, the more your appetite will grow. Instead of the meetings being a burden to you, you begin to look forward to them. You begin to look forward to hearing more of Christ and your knowledge of that blessed Man grows. Then you begin to realise you have only touched the fringe of a whole range of blessings all centred in Christ. 

I suppose every one in this room would admit that they have only touched the fringe, but the more we touch it, the more we see the fulness and blessedness of these things. Fulness is a word that belongs to Christianity; it relates to all that has come within our range in the Person of Christ, and is enjoyed in the circle of the saints. It is a circle of affection centred in 

Christ; a circle that is going to expand and fill the whole universe. We read in the gospels about Jesus coming into the midst; it is a sphere that consists of those that love Christ and who seek to give Him the first place in their affections and in their lives. God has decreed that the Lord Jesus Christ will be the focal point of the universe; every knee must bow and every tongue must confess Him as Lord, to God the Father’s glory. That circle exists now, it exists in the hearts of those who love Him. The gospel is preached to the end that you may be drawn into it. The Lord would seek to feed you and lead you into the enjoyment and blessedness of these things. 

In reading Luke 15 I wanted to say a little on the blessings of the Father’s house. Think of the Father’s feelings—“Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it”. I referred earlier to the coats of skin as making us acceptable in the sight of God, but the best robe is a fuller thought. 

It is all based on the death of Christ, of course, but it relates to the purpose of God. All that the Father has prepared in His house are things which emanated from His own heart of love before the foundation of the world. I would say, dear young ones, that He has the best robe ready for you. I do not wish to use common language, but it is a personal fitting; it is prepared for you personally, and relates to the purpose of His love. The Father goes on—“put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry”. The celebration has begun; it began immediately Christ was raised from among the dead and has continued ever since. When Christ was raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father and set down at His right hand, everything was completed to God’s entire satisfaction, and God is inviting persons to join Him in the great celebration of righteousness. Myriads have been brought into it. Would you not like to be among them? 

Would you not like to know what it is to have on the best robe, to be clothed with the worth of Christ, and enjoy the blessings of the Father’s house? They are all available in the glad tidings. 

I trust that this message I have brought to you tonight may induce you to go in for these things, and if there is anything hindering you, get before the Lord about it and remove it out of the way. Let nothing at all hinder you from the enjoyment of these wonderful blessings—

“The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it”. May the Lord help us into these things, and bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
16 July 1995 

 


Scripture references

Acts 26:9-18 (JND) [9] *I* indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean. [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. [11] And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out [of our own land]. [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest: [16] but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me.

Luke 15:22-24 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry.

Proverbs 10:22 (JND) [22] The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it.

Isaiah 55:9 (JND) [9] For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Ephesians 1:13 (JND) [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Luke 13:11 (JND) [11] And lo, [there was] a woman having a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and she was bent together and wholly unable to lift her head up.

Galatians 4:4-5 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Proverbs 10:22 (JND) [22] The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Proverbs 10:22 (JND) [22] The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Genesis 3:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

1 John 2:17 (JND) [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



THE VALUE OF PIETY

P. L. Johnson 

1 Timothy 3: 16 

It would almost appear as you read this verse that it has no connection with what precedes. 

We have touched on the assembly as God’s house, the pillar and base of the truth. Then the thought of “the mystery of piety” is brought in. I do not know that I could give an accurate definition of piety, but I think it refers to what is found in the next expression, “God has been manifested in flesh”. We know this refers to the Lord Jesus. Piety is pleasing to God; it would be that which is for His delight and pleasure. This would be seen in the fact that at the end of this verse it speaks of His being received up in glory; being received up, indicating God’s great delight in piety. I think that is the thought here; God’s great delight in piety as it was set forth perfectly in the person of the Lord Jesus in manhood. It is really God brought into everything that man has to do with in this scene, that is, that God is considered first. That expression was used by our brother, to put God first, and I believe it truly means that one takes up everything in relation to God. 

When it says here, “God has been manifested in flesh”, it is not bringing out the way God has revealed Himself, but it is what was of God manifested in a Man. As I say, it is the man Christ Jesus, but I believe it can be taken up in relation to those who compose the assembly. 

That was my thought in bringing this in. It is almost as if to say that the pillar and base of the truth is more than knowing doctrine. So he brings in piety, that is that God is manifested in everything. God is manifested in man, in the man Christ Jesus. God would be manifested also in those who are in His house, in those who compose His house. It is God’s house. I believe this would involve having the same spirit which the Lord Jesus had. How often we read of the Lord going out and spending time in prayer. It says of Him, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. I believe piety involves our being in the presence of God and being with God in prayer and in the reading of the Scriptures. Then that we take up everything, I believe everything, our work, our associations, our family, with God. 

The house of God is where piety is to be found. That was really my thought in connecting this with—the thought of the assembly, “God’s house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth”. That is where piety is found; that is where everything is in connection with God. Persons in the world get up in the morning and they do whatever they have to do to fill out their day. Throughout the day they may be as the fool who says, 

“There is no God”, Psalm 53: 1. God is not in anything they do or in their ambitions or in their motives and interests. Piety is just the opposite of that; God is in everything. This is what is involved in being in the house of God. The assembly is the house of God; it is the place where piety is found. 

I feel this is something that we should be exercised about; not only having the truth as knowing the doctrines of Scripture, the teachings of Scripture, but that there might be this mystery of piety. And ‘mystery’ means that it is not public. Those round about in the world may not know what motivates one. They may not know why it is that this man or this woman, this boy or this girl, does not engage in the things that others do. Why do believers not seem to have the same interests that most people have? It is a mystery to them, it is not known. But it is because the soul is attached to God, and the desire is to bring God into the life in every detail and in every matter. That is something that is foreign to man naturally, to bring God into his life. He does not have any difficulty giving God a little portion on Sunday, or something of the sort. Then all the rest of the week he wants to have things his own way, not necessarily in debauchery and things like that, but just to have his own way, and then give God a little portion on Sunday. 

But I believe piety means that God is brought into everything all the time, in everything we do and everywhere we go. There is always consideration as to what is pleasing to God. I think that is what is involved here. God gives the answer, as He did with the Lord Jesus when He received Him up in glory, because God is pleased in piety and God is honoured in it. It would go along with what we have had in regard to the commandments and in regard to these precious scriptures that we have had, that “the mystery of piety is great”. Piety may not appear great in the eyes of men, and sometimes believers may minimise it, thinking that it is not really so important. Is it really that important that I consider God in everything I take up? 

“The mystery of piety is great”, it is a great thing. I believe it is what characterises God’s house. It is the place where piety is found. May the Lord help us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton, Texas
5 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Psalms 53:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On Mahalath: an instruction. Of David.} The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God! They have corrupted themselves, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good.



EXTRACTS

In Exodus 19 we have the heart of God disclosed, at least we can understand it in that way, and you will observe that the time is given. “In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 

For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai”; three months is a considerable experience. God takes into account where we are, and what He has in mind to disclose. He waited for the children of Israel for these three months. You will notice that it is not simply three months, but where they pitched—in the wilderness of Sinai—for they were departed from Rephidim, that is to say, from the conflict with Amalek. They had passed that point; I wonder how many of us have passed that point? Deuteronomy speaks of it as affecting the weak ones; they were actually cut off, but Israel as a whole was not cut off, they fought valiantly and triumphantly; it was a pitched battle. The experiences of a believer in himself are the greatest kind of a pitched battle; very few understand it, but it has to be gone through before we come to the wilderness of Sinai and pitch before Horeb. How many of us have passed it? It says here that they were departed from Rephidim and were come to the desert of Sinai and had pitched in the wilderness, and there Israel encamped before the mount. Now, beloved brethren, this is the most important bit of instruction that we can take in. It is a question of our beginnings, and our beginnings are the times of the greatest and most durable impressions; what you learn in those three months will stay with you. One would challenge those here as to this passage by Rephidim—how have we behaved in it? 

What part have we had in it? Have we been one of the stragglers behind or have we followed in the wake of Joshua? This is like Romans 7, a chapter less understood than any chapter in Scripture, and consequently there is a weakness among the saints in practical righteousness, in practical holiness 

and in practical deliverance. The battle is worse in a way than that by one of David’s mighty men who slew a lion in a pit on a snowy day. It is close quarters, and quarters in which one has to exercise one’s analytical powers, one’s spiritual analytical powers to understand the ground occupied and the difficulties to be met in the conflict, and the forces that are in action; so that the writer of the chapter triumphantly says, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord”—He is our Joshua. A great pitched battle having taken place at Rephidim, the people were able to pass on, having disposed of this great enemy. Amalek is left behind a conquered foe, and the people can say by the Spirit of God, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord”; “With the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin”. The analysis is perfect, I have done with sin in the flesh, I have settled the matter. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 96, pp.514, 515) 

Think of the three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. What was that for? What a blank! I am not ignoring the effect of God’s work in the disciples, but as to the matter of life, they did not properly represent life. There was no one on earth who properly represented life until Jesus became Man, and when He died the thing had gone for three days and three nights. What was that to God? That life had gone; it was there infinitely in the Lord Jesus. He grew up before Him as a tender plant, as a root out of a dry ground. He drew nothing from His environment. It was all Himself. Five times we are told in the New Testament that heaven proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”. Well, that all stopped. You say, Jesus went to paradise. Jesus going to paradise is not the full thought of life. The full thought of life is Christ risen from the dead. It is Christ in a new condition. 

When He was in the flesh here it was in Him; He was it, but He alone. Heaven delighted in it as there, but for the moment He disappeared in death. Let us take in the fact that He lay three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Why did He have to lie so long? The justice of God required it, the burial of Jesus was vicarious, as part of His death. Any one who says differently is saying what is derogatory to Christ. 

Why should He lie for a moment in death save it was vicarious, to bring out the great fact that all were dead? But now He is raised again, and that is the judgment Paul arrives at; that “if one died for all, then were all dead—and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again”. It is Christ risen. The Father moved, dear brethren, as the three days and three nights ended. It was a wonderful moment for the Father. Let us think of what it was for Him to be bereaved of that precious Object of His affections for three days and three nights. Why should it be? It was! but let us understand why it should be. The Father, we are told, raised Him by His glory. Not simply by His power. He will raise all of us by His power, but I cannot say exactly that He will raise us by His glory. It is a question of the unlimited love of the Father reaching forth to take Him up out of that position. He was “raised from the dead by the glory of the Father”. If He has risen we are to live to Him. All outside of that is dead. Men may talk blatantly, their mouths speaking great things, but morally it is all dead. It is a state of death. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 46, pp.378–380) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 19 (JND) [1] In the third month after the departure of the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they [into] the wilderness of Sinai: [2] they departed from Rephidim, and came [into] the wilderness of Sinai, and encamped in the wilderness; and Israel encamped there before the mountain. [3] And Moses went up to God, and Jehovah called to him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …
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