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FRESHNESS OF AFFECTION FOR CHRIST

A. P. Devenish 

Numbers 11: 4–8; Ezekiel 47: 12; 1 Kings 10: 27; John 20: 24–28; Hebrews 10: 19–22, 29 

It is my desire that we may be kept fresh in our affections for Christ, that we may not lose the precious meaning of the truth, the truth as it is in Jesus. The truth is there in the most attractive way; every feature of the truth, the revelation of God is in Jesus attractively. 

Because of the perfection of His manhood, it shines in Him unobscured. With us often we obscure the outshining because of what we are, what we may allow. I remember, some years ago, a brother saying that as he got older the truth as to the forgiveness of sins became increasingly precious to him. We thought perhaps that as we got older and acquired a knowledge of the truth that we went beyond that but I believe that the truth of the forgiveness of sins is to be cherished in ever increasing freshness and power in our souls. I hope the forgiveness of sins is precious to you, that it has not lost its savour. 

We were speaking of Paul and Barnabas. I think when they came into the testimony, the mighty stream of the testimony was invigorated, was quickened by these men, particularly by Paul who had recently seen the Lord Himself. That wonderful experience on the Damascus road was carried forward in power in his soul and gained in its precious meaning as he recounts it. We can understand that the testimony had perhaps waned in Jerusalem but was given impetus, was stimulated by the coming into the testimony of this elect vessel. Well, you say, that was Paul, but what about you and me? Can we say that because of a recent experience, an experience we have had with Christ, that the testimony has been quickened? 

Perhaps we just flow along with it, perhaps we are carried along in its current. 

Samson took a fresh jawbone of an ass. It may suggest the death of Christ, not as a mere historical fact but as if it has just happened. The Lord’s supper should be like this to us. It brings the death of Christ in its current meaning into our souls in power, as if it has just taken place. Therefore the Lord says to Thomas, “Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing”. Thomas had got a little away in his soul; he missed the earlier occasion when the Lord came in amongst them. It is as if the Lord said to Thomas, I want you to have a personal experience that will bring home to you the reality of My sufferings. I think the reference to His side in this second manifestation is perhaps not a reference to the assembly, but to the blood and water that flowed from His side to cleanse such as Thomas and such as we are. Of course the section is an allusion to the Jew coming into blessing, but it also says he was one of the twelve, meaning that we are to apply this experience to ourselves. 

May the Lord’s sufferings not lose their preciousness to us. May we not distance ourselves from them. Have we stood by the cross? What a day that was, a day of unfathomed sorrow! 

What the Lord went through on our account! it has been said that the answer to that cry; “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27: 46) would be ‘It was my sins that necessitated the forsaking of Jesus’. I say again, do not distance yourself from the cross of Christ. Never let this precious truth lose its meaning; allow your emotions to be moved, your tears to flow, when you ponder the sufferings of Christ. 

I read the scripture in Numbers as to the manna. In Exodus 16, the manna had a sweet flavour. It speaks of the life of Jesus here in a scene of adversity, of suffering and neglect. In Exodus 16, it says, “And the house of Israel called its name Manna; and it was like coriander-seed, white; and the taste of it was like cake with 

honey” (Exodus 16: 31). But when we come to Numbers 11, to their taste, it had lost its sweetness, in Numbers 21 they say, ‘our soul loathes this light bread” (Numbers 21: 5). Think of it! These were persons on whose behalf God had intervened to deliver them from Egypt. 

He had brought them into the wilderness and been their stay and comfort and support as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Yet they say, “We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic; and now our soul is dried up—there is nothing at all but the manna before our eyes”. 

They were remembering the strong flavours of Egypt’s food that would appeal to their natural taste and the manna had lost its appeal to their hearts. They tried to prepare it in different ways to make it palatable to the natural mind and heart, but it had lost its sweetness to them. 

May the life of Jesus never lose its sweetness to us. As we read the gospels, may the Spirit help us to ponder that wonderful life and may our souls be freshly quickened. The Man of the gospels; there is no one can compare with Him. 

Let us think, dear brethren, of the wonderful recovery into which the Lord has graciously brought us. Do we forget in the early days of the recovery, the fervency there was amongst the brethren, the joy to be together over the Scriptures, the wonderful privilege of remembering the Lord? Now that we are at the end of the dispensation, are these experiences any the less wonderful? or have they lost something, in the passage of time, of their true meaning and preciousness? Think of being made suitable to approach God! So we read in Hebrews of the “new and living way”. The note in Mr Darby’s translation is very interesting, 

‘Newly’ or ‘recently made’. How old things have become publicly in Christendom, traditional, without life! Even wonderful terms like brethren have lost their meaning, have become hackneyed, commonplace. The relationship between Moses and Aaron illustrates its true meaning. Jehovah says to Moses, “also behold, he goeth out to 

meet thee; and when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart” (Exodus 4: 14), and then it says, “he went, and met him on the mountain of God, and kissed him”, Exodus 4: 27. The true meaning of the brother is to be maintained amongst us in its freshness. It is a wonderful matter that the Lord has recovered us and brought us into the fellowship, is it just any fellowship? No, it is the fellowship of God’s Son. Let us be maintained in the dignity and preciousness of such a fellowship. 

We were saying that the way is referred to in the note as ‘newly’ or ‘recently made’; it is the 

“new and living way”. That is to say, when we approach, we could not do so merely in a formal way, but as realising that the way is open to us by the blood of Jesus and His committal to manhood for ever. These thoughts, exceedingly precious, are not far from us each time we bow our knees to pray. They are never merely historical but current, so that our approach in boldness is with deep feeling as if this entrance into the holy of holies is paved with the freshness of a work recently accomplished and the support of One who as Man is a great Priest. 

With Zacharias, at the beginning of Luke, his service had become somewhat perfunctory, lacking in faith. It says, “it fell to him by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter into the temple of the Lord to burn incense”, Luke 1: 9. He would no doubt function in suitability but perhaps it had become a custom merely, without faith. Even when we give thanks for our food, does not your heart rise up to God in thanksgiving receiving our food with “gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God”, Acts 2: 46. We can give thanks to God on behalf of all men for His goodness. He makes His sun rise on evil and good and He sends His rain on the just and unjust. He is toward men in impartial goodness. Surely something of the fragrance of this would fill our hearts as we speak to God. 

I have read about the wonderful river in Ezekiel that flowed out from the sanctuary, becoming deeper until it could not be passed over. It says about the trees, no doubt suggesting the saints, “whose leaf shall not fade, nor their fruit fail: it shall bring forth new fruit every month, for its waters issue out of the sanctuary”. What a scene of freshness and life! Not only is the fruit for food but the leaf for medicine. How much healing is needed! It has been said that the leaves from the tree of life will be scattered about Jerusalem available for the healing of the nations. As we come into the peace and joy of what issues out of the sanctuary, what comes from the presence of God, there will be rest of soul and healing. Scripture speaks of 

“the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”, Philippians 4: 7. This would settle in perfect peace any disturbed heart, any heart burdened with sorrow or stress. There is healing, too, as we come to the meetings, especially the prayer meeting. Have you not felt the weight of your problems being lifted when coming into the presence of God? Dear brethren, enjoy His presence, enjoy His love, enjoy the Man in His presence. 

I would now refer to the scripture in 1 Kings. Things that are of inestimable value are mentioned as losing their value. It says, “the king made silver in Jerusalem as stones”, that is to say he made it common, ordinary. Think of making the precious truth of redemption common. We read in Hebrews “and esteemed the blood of the covenant, whereby he has been sanctified, common”. Then we have this reference to the cedars, “and cedars made he as the sycamores that are in the lowland for abundance”. I suppose this may be a reference to the saints of God, that we may take account of them as ordinary, from the lowland instead of seeing them as the cedars in all their dignity, the dignity of being the sons of God. In Acts 10, Peter is told not to regard what God has cleansed as common or unclean. At the beginning of Solomon’s reign, he speaks of Thy 

great people, and the people that Thou hast chosen, but now he is regarding them as common. 

Let us not lose sight of the dignity of the saints and what they are to God but hold them always with respect and affection. 

Maybe the Lord has had something to say to us today so that the wonderful recovery into which through mercy we have come, and the preciousness of the truths about which we have spoken, may not lose their true meaning to our hearts, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Denton
18 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 11:4-8 (JND) [4] And the mixed multitude that was among them lusted; and the children of Israel also wept again and said, Who will give us flesh to eat? [5] We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic; [6] and now our soul is dried up: there is nothing at all but the manna before our eyes. [7] And the manna was as coriander seed, and its appearance as the appearance of bdellium. [8] The people went about, and gathered it, and ground it with hand-mills, or beat it in mortars, and boiled it in pots, and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was as the taste of oil-cakes.

Ezekiel 47:12 (JND) [12] And by the river, upon its bank, on the one side and on the other, shall grow all trees for food, whose leaf shall not fade, nor their fruit fail: it shall bring forth new fruit every month, for its waters issue out of the sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for food, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

1 Kings 10:27 (JND) [27] And the king made silver in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he as the sycamores that are in the lowland for abundance.

John 20:24-28 (JND) [24] But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. [25] The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe. [26] And eight days after, his disciples were again within, and Thomas with them. Jesus comes, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and said, Peace [be] to you. [27] Then he says to Thomas, Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing. [28] Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God.

Hebrews 10:19-29 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, (for he [is] faithful who has promised;) [24] and let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works; [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near. [26] For where we sin wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains any sacrifice for sins, [27] but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and heat of fire about to devour the adversaries. [28] Any one that has disregarded Moses' law dies without mercy on [the testimony of] two or three witnesses: [29] of how much worse punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and esteemed the blood of the covenant, whereby he has been sanctified, common, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Exodus 16:31 (JND) [31] And the house of Israel called its name Manna; and it was like coriander-seed, white; and the taste of it was like cake with honey.

Numbers 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass that when the people murmured, it was evil in the ears of Jehovah; and Jehovah heard it, and his anger was kindled, and the fire of Jehovah burned among them, and consumed [some] in the extremity of the camp. [2] And the people cried to Moses; and Moses prayed to Jehovah and the fire abated. [3] And they called the name of that place Taberah; because a fire of Jehovah burned among them. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 21:5 (JND) [5] and the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Why have ye brought us up out of Egypt that we should die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread.

Exodus 4:14 (JND) [14] Then the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also behold, he goeth out to meet thee; and when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart.

Exodus 4:27 (JND) [27] And Jehovah said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him on the mountain of God, and kissed him.

Luke 1:9 (JND) [9] it fell to him by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter into the temple of the Lord to burn incense.

Acts 2:46 (JND) [46] And every day, being constantly in the temple with one accord, and breaking bread in [the] house, they received their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

Philippians 4:7 (JND) [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …



THE EFFECT OF THE SON OF GOD ON THREE PERSONS

W. McKillop 

Mark 15: 37–39; John 9: 35–38; 11: 25–28 

It is my desire to speak about the Son of God in this preaching and to speak about Him, not merely objectively, but to speak about Him in relation to the effect that He had on these three persons of whom we have read; the centurion, the man who was cast out, and Martha. It is blessedly true that the Son of God has come; it is a great abiding fact that the Son of God has been here and that He was manifested that He might undo the works of the devil. He came that He might undo the works of the devil in you and in me and in others. He came as bearing witness to the love of God for men, and exercising the power of God to undo the works of the devil, but this involved that the Son of God had to deal with the matter of sins and sin and death in order to bring men into the blessing that was in the mind and heart of God for them. 

It is a wonderful consideration that the Son of God has been here. John, speaking about Christians, says, “we know that the Son of God has come”, 1 John 5: 20. I would ask every person here. Do you know that the Son of God has come? If you know that merely as an historical matter then there is a good deal more that you need to know in regard of the Son of God. 

One of the things is what I mentioned, “To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil”, 1 John 3: 8. “The works of the devil” would allude no doubt to what he has succeeded in inculcating into the minds and hearts of men and what he has succeeded in setting up in this world. Satan is the god of this world and the Son of God has no place in it. The Son of God has come that He might deal with the matter of death, and it is well for us to consider that, for scripture says, “thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. That is one of the sorrowful evidences of the success of the devil, that all have sinned. He deceived the first man and the first woman, and the result is that every person since, save our Lord Jesus Christ, is under that indictment, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. So the Son of God has been manifested to deal with that. One of the things that He has to deal with, it may be, is your misapprehension of God and of His attitude towards men. I remember many years ago, when I was a student in high school, we had to read a preaching by a noted preacher in New England, Jonathan Edwards, and he spoke about persons being so abhorrent to God that they were like some venomous spider that is being held over the fire. I asked my father about that and he said, That utterly misrepresents how God views the race. One of Satan’s most successful weapons is that he has misrepresented God to men and has caused them to distrust God. If there is someone here who has not come to trust God, it is our prayer that as the glad tidings proceed you may come to trust God, to hope in a living God, and that the Son of God may become the object of your affections. 

I have read of these three persons because the Son of God being presented in the glad tidings is to bring about some result in persons. Saul, when he was converted, “preached Jesus that he is the Son of God”, Acts 9: 20. That was a great result in Saul of Tarsus, from being a hater of Jesus, he could preach that “he is the Son of God”. But there is no record of anybody being affected by that preaching at that time. 

Elsewhere he says, “the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus)”, 2 Corinthians 1: 19. That was in Corinth and there were great results there. While this preaching is far inferior to the preachings of Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus, nevertheless we are looking for some result in persons in regard of the Son of God. 

This passage in Mark shows how one man, out of all those who were there around the cross of Jesus, was affected by what he saw and heard. He said, “Truly this man was Son of God”. 

It says, “And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired”. I did not read the earlier part, you can look at that, but this is His second cry on the cross; “having uttered a loud cry” would point to the power that marked the Son of God as going into death. The veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom. The Son of God having died, God is coming out in His nature and His attributes toward men. Then it says, “the centurion who stood by over against him”. Doubtless that was his attitude, up to this time he was over against him, and he stood by. It might be that there is somebody just sitting by here, but if you are indifferent to the Son of God you are over against Him. The preaching is to deliver you from that attitude of mind and heart. So “the centurion who stood by over against him, when he saw that he had expired having thus cried out”. I suppose this centurion had seen many men die, but he had never seen anything like this. He had never seen anyone cry with a loud voice and then expire, so when the centurion saw that He had expired having thus cried out, he said, “Truly this man was Son of God”. The striking thing is that nobody was preaching to this 

centurion. This shows that what I may say in this preaching is not the main thing. The main thing is what is penetrating into your conscience, your mind, and your heart as to the Son of God. Let it come into your soul that He was in this position for you and for me, and that having uttered a loud cry and expiring, which was vicarious, was for you and me. It would be a wonderful result if every person in this room, whether for the first time, or again, would say, “Truly this man was Son of God”. That would be a very great result reached in all our hearts, that this Man is Son of God. I would ask you, Have you been so affected by the death of Jesus that you can say this, not merely giving lip service to it, but as affected in your inwards? This centurion is the only man whose testimony we hear of, according to Mark’s account, as to what had transpired. In a certain way, there was nothing finer that he could have said than “Truly this man was Son of God”. Whatever the works of the devil were in this man, the manifestation of the Son of God had undone them, and the centurion became a witness. Whether he fully understood what he was saying or not, he became a witness as to who this Man was, “Truly this man was Son of God”. One of the results in view in the glad tidings is that you should become a witness for the Son of God. 

I refer to the man in John 9 because the question there is not what he saw only but also what he heard. “Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him, he said to him, Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God?” You can see that the Lord is putting something to this man that is in advance of what I read in Mark. No one put a question to the centurion. I suppose it was just what welled up in his soul as he took account of the death of Jesus. But here Jesus found this man, and He is here in this preaching and would put this question to each one, “Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God?” You might say, I believe on Him as my Saviour, I believe that He died for my sins. That of course is precious knowledge but it does not answer the 

question that Jesus puts to this man saying, “Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God?” Do you believe on the Son of God? He is the Centre of another world. He has been in this world, the Son of God has been manifested, but He is no longer here. He is now the Centre and Sun of another world and the question that would be put to you as the preaching proceeds is, 

“Thou, dost thou believe on, the Son of God?” 

Very great things are in view for those who believe on the Son of God; not only that the works of the devil should be undone in them but that they should receive eternal life. John in his epistle tells us that it is those who believe on the only begotten Son of God who have eternal life. According to John 3 the intent of God in the preaching is that men should receive eternal life. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. Do you know that you believe on the Son of God and that therefore you have eternal life in Him? The Lord does not proceed with the matter of eternal life in speaking to this man because the man is quite honest, he says, “And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him?”. If we are not conscious that we believe on the Son of God, the Lord Jesus is quite ready in this meeting to be available to us to open up to us what this means. So when he answered and said, “And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him?” Jesus said to him, “Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he”. It is the Son of God addressing Himself to you in the preaching of the word of God. 

The great moral issue for you in the preaching is that you might be a believer on the Son of God, and that you might become as worshipper, for it goes on to say of the man that he said, 

“I believe, Lord—and he did him homage”. The word ‘homage’ here means, I understand, an act of personal reverence. Has it ever so come into your soul at any time in a preaching or another meeting, 

or when you have been alone, that this is the Son of God and the result has been that you have done Him an act of personal reverence? It is wonderful not only to believe on Him, but also to be among His worshippers. The glad tidings really would not reach the full divine intent if we were not made worshippers of the Son of God. To become worshippers, we must be believers on the Son of God, that Person outside of this world altogether who has manifested the Father’s name, who has declared the Father’s counsels, who has accomplished the will of God, who has vanquished death, who has opened up the realm of eternal life. That Person is to be worshipped! The glad tidings are to bring us to this point that individually we become worshippers of the Son of God. How the Lord’s heart must have been gratified when this man said these things, “I believe, Lord”. His subject faith is active in him in relation to the glorious Person who is speaking with him, and “he did him homage”. May all of us come to this in our souls before we leave this preaching, that we are so affected by the glory and greatness and attractiveness of the Son of God that we leave, not only rejoicing in the forgiveness of our sins, but also that our spiritual affections are going out to Him in reverence and adoration. 

Well I referred to Martha, often spoken of in regard of her shortcomings, but she certainly shines in what it says here. “Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. Believest thou this? She says to him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who should come into the world”. In the presence of the death of her loved brother Lazarus and her sorrow over his death, she rises in her understanding as affected by the speaking of the Son of God who says, “I am the resurrection and the life”. 

These wonderful matters, resurrection and life out of death are bound up with the Son of God. 

He says, “he that believes on me, though 

he have died, shall live”. It is a wonderful comfort to anyone whose loved one has fallen asleep, “and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”. That is, even though we may go through death we shall not be in its power. Our bodies may be affected by it, but our spirits will be living in relation to Christ and to God, it is the bearing of what the Son of God says, “every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”. 

You might say, does that mean that I may never die physically? No, it means that you will never die spiritually; that even if you are disembodied for a time, you will be alive in relation to God and the Son of God. So He says to her, “Believest thou this?” That is a word for everyone here. Do you believe this? Whether you are old or young, it is a great matter to have your faith in the Son of God in this connection; that though you may be disembodied, you will not die in the sense that you will not lose your link with the Son of God. Paul puts it differently saying, “absent from the body and present with the Lord”, 2 Corinthians 5: 8. But who is the Lord save the Son of God? The great thought is, of course, that while I am in the body I should live with Him outside this order of things of flesh and blood. That is what the gatherings of the saints are for, that we might enjoy life out of death. “She says to him, Yea Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ”, that is, the anointed One of God, and she adds, “the Son of God, who should come into the world”. So she becomes a messenger, that is one of the fine results in Martha here. “And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly”. That is, she wants to put someone else in touch with the Son of God. That would be another effect of the knowledge of the Son of God coming into your soul, that there is someone else you know who ought to be in this, and so “she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee”. 

Well I only want to add one other thing that John tells us in his epistle, “we know that the Son of God has 

come”, 1 John 5: 20. We, I think, would be intelligent Christians. Whatever the confusion may be in the minds of others, we have this clear definite full knowledge as to the Son of God. “We know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding”. The Son of God has given us a divinely bestowed faculty, which is called an understanding, so that we are capable of taking in the wonderful, spiritual thoughts that are centred in the Son of God. 

Then John goes on to say, “that we should know him that is true; and we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ”. You can see how the knowledge of the Son of God shines out in the beloved apostle for, he adds, “He is the true God and eternal life”. In those words he sums up what I have been trying to say. The Son of God, that glorious Person, has brought this wonderful thing called eternal life within our range; it is our common possession as persons who believe on the Son of God, it is not, as persons used to think, they have it in themselves; this life is in His Son. John tells us, so that we should know where God has located it. You might say, How do we then enjoy it? We enjoy it by being in the company of the Son of God, with believers on the Son of God, whose hearts are worshipful as they are affected by this glorious Person. 

May God grant that we may all be included among those who believe on the Son of God and who are among His worshippers. How worthy He is of the adoration and personal reverence of every heart. The Spirit of God would work in us urgently so that as we finish this preaching there might be nobody outside of this wonderful matter of adoringly believing on the Son of God and enjoying what has come to us through Him, the knowledge of God, eternal life, and other things that might be mentioned, all brought to us by the Son of God. 

How worthy He is of our adoration and our praise! May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Aberdeen, Scotland
22 August 1999 

 


Scripture references

Mark 15:37-39 (JND) [37] And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired. [38] And the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom. [39] And the centurion who stood by over against him, when he saw that he had expired having thus cried out, said, Truly this man was Son of God.

John 9:35-38 (JND) [35] Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him, he said to him, Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God? [36] He answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? [37] And Jesus said to him, Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he. [38] And he said, I believe, Lord: and he did him homage.

John 11:25-28 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; [26] and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. Believest thou this? [27] She says to him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who should come into the world. [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee.

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

1 John 3:8 (JND) [8] He that practises sin is of the devil; for from [the] beginning the devil sins. To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Acts 9:20 (JND) [20] And straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that *he* is the Son of God.

2 Corinthians 1:19 (JND) [19] For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus), did not become yea and nay, but yea *is* in him.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.



SOME WORDS OF JESUS

D. C. Brown 

Luke 2: 49; John 19: 30; 20: 15; 21: 23; Acts 9: 4; Revelation 22: 20 

The words which we read in Luke’s gospel are the first words of Jesus that we have recorded in the Scriptures. He must have spoken before but the Holy Spirit has recorded these words which Jesus said as a boy of twelve; He speaks about being occupied in His Father’s business. The scripture that we read in John 19 gives us the last words that Jesus said before He entered into death, “It is finished”. It is interesting to see that there was one, Jesus, who had taken on His Father’s business and who finished it. He tells us in John’s gospel, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4: 34. The Lord Jesus did not come without an objective, He came with something distinctly in mind. There was something to be finished. We are born into the world and we can hardly say that we have an objective, from man’s point of view. But the Lord Jesus came with something in mind and what He had in mind included you and included me. It was in God’s will and in God’s way that He came, but He came because He was interested in you and in me. There are other scriptures that refer to the Lord Jesus speaking about why He came. He speaks of His sheep and says, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”, John 10: 10. So if you know that you are one of His sheep, you can say, That is why He came—He came that I should have life. Also He came to die. That was part of what was before Him, that He should die because of sins and because of sin. 

We should first look at the perfection and beauty that is in Jesus as the One who had come to do the Father’s will. That was perfection to God. God looked on Jesus and He saw a Man who was always—in everything He did, in everything He said, and in everything He thought—entirely according to the Father’s will. Maybe with help or with discipline we can sometimes do right things, but very often even as we do it is not what we want to do. We have another will, another mind that is opposite to what is right. Jesus was entirely in His mind and in His will according to God. How perfect He was: no thought, no step, no word was apart from God’s will. His mind was perfect in every way. Think of how God appreciated that. Think of God making Adam. God looked at him because He wanted someone to communicate with, to speak to, to walk with. He wanted someone with whom He could share in the good things which God had provided in the garden of Eden. God would have enjoyed that but it was spoiled because of that man’s sin, because of that man’s disobedience. Ever since then throughout history there has been man and woman and child, one after another, and in each one there was something, in fact there was almost everything, that was contrary to the will of God, it was like that with everyone until He came to Jesus. 

Think of the delight of the Father when it came to Jesus! He could have said, Here is One who is doing what I want Him to do. He is going as I want Him to go. He is thinking according to the way a perfect Man should think. 

Jesus was God’s ideal of what a man should be, God’s ideal of man according to His own heart, I do not know if He is your ideal, if you read the Scriptures you will maybe know Isaiah 53: 2 where it speaks of Jesus, it says, “he hath no form nor lordliness”. That is man’s point of view. That is my point of view naturally. When I look for a hero naturally, I look for somebody who is different from Jesus, if you look for a hero you will look for somebody who is great in your eyes. You might look at some of the great conquerors, the great sportsmen, or whatever might suit your mind, but here is a Man who is God’s ideal. God’s ideal is Jesus. 

That is the One who came and walked in this scene and we can think of the perfection of His way. It was a way of suffering, it was a way of sorrow because the perfect Man, Jesus, came into this scene and walked in the midst of a world where everything He looked at was against God. Everything He looked at was marked by sin. He grew up in a family, and sin was one of the features of it. 

There were parents there and they were good from this world’s point of view but they were sinners. He had brothers and sisters, and He grew up beside them but they were sinners. He went out into the world, into the street, and there was sin there, and that very fact, all these things against God, against God’s will, would have an effect on the spirit of Jesus. Even believers are not sufficiently sensitive to what sin meant to God and what sins are to Him. 

Day after day Jesus grew up, sensitive. He would see people who were ill, He would see people dying, and He knew that all of that was the effect of sin, that sin had come in and it had spoiled what was for God. What sorrow that would be to Him, but at the same time He had a great joy, and it is this very thing which we read, “my Father’s business”. As He went about He knew that He was pleasing to His Father; He knew that what He did was exactly according to the Father’s will and He enjoyed that. He enjoyed being of pleasure to God. He enjoyed coming in and rectifying what sin had brought in, in man’s weakness and frailty because of sin, it was the pleasure of love in operation. The love of God was being shown out in Jesus and what a source of pleasure it was to Jesus that He could show compassion, that He would touch persons and they would be healed. He could let divine love flow out. Let us think of that; it was a way of sorrow because of sin but a way of joy too because of His pleasure to the Father. And think of God looking down on every step, every day, every moment of Jesus and saying, That is just how a man should be. He is doing just now exactly what My ideal is for a man. Think of that, day after day, completing the will of God, His food to do that will. All had in mind that there was going to be a time when He would finish that work, and 

if He was going to finish the work it meant that He would have to go the way that led Him to the cross. 

So He is spoken about as going about His Father’s business. In doing that, in doing the Father’s will He had to go the way that led to the cross. There was an extreme point in the history of Jesus and that was at Gethsemane, where He had immediately before Him the fact that He would have to take on the question of sin and sins in a way of judgment, in a way of penalty. He had brought in help, He had done things to rectify what was in the world, but it was not enough for the work to be completed. He had to face up to the penalty and the judgment and the fulness of what God thinks about sin. He came to that point at Gethsemane and His spirit, being a holy spirit, recoiled from having to do with sin in that way. Think of what it meant to Jesus to come to that time when He said to His Father, “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. It has often been said that He took that cup, the cup He had to drink, from the Father’s hand and He did not turn away from anything. There are persons in the Old Testament who in a certain degree, in certain ways, took on sin. One who comes to mind is Ezekiel who had something to suffer on account of the people, and it was too much for him. He asked God, and God reduced what was to come upon Ezekiel. The Lord Jesus did not ask for it to be reduced and He did not have it reduced. He took on in every part the wrath of God, He took on all that was needed to deal with the question of sin. He did not have it reduced, He met it in its fulness, so that He could say, whilst hanging upon the cross, and anticipating the completion of the whole vicarious work, these words which are simple but so great, “It is finished”. What was finished? As far as God was concerned the matter was finished there. Now we have to think of what God’s view of sin is again. What is God’s view of sin? It is utterly repulsive. He cannot stand to have sin in His sight. I cannot express the greatness of God’s hatred of sin; He detests sin. His judgment must come out against sin and that is the very 

thing that the Lord Jesus took on, so that when He took that cup He knew He was going that way to be on the cross, alone, forsaken by God. It could be said of him, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us’”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. So that God looked on Him and judged in Him the fulness of His own view, God’s view of sin. That was how He looked on Jesus then and He executed on Him the judgment of God against sin in its fulness. It is a wonderful fact that there was a Man, Jesus, a perfect Man who was able to take on and sustain the judgment of God. It is a wonderful fact that He could sustain it, that He could feel it in the depths and horror of what it was, that He could take on the fulness of the judgment of sin so that He could be available for you and for me as He is now, available as a Saviour. He has taken it on in its fulness. 

It tells us as the chapter proceeds that He died, because death was the penalty of sin. It had been said to Adam, “for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”, Genesis 2: 17. Death came in because of sin. That was God’s penalty for sin and Jesus said in effect. 

That is the way I have to go. He went the way of death as the penalty for sin, and as He hung there dead upon the cross His precious blood was shed. Think of the preciousness of the blood of Jesus, so that God had a witness before Him of Christ’s dying, and that He had finished the work. God is delighted with that precious blood and its value is shown in the scripture which says, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. 

You might say, Some things I have done are very, very bad. Can the work of Jesus be sufficient for me? We can tell you with full assurance, the work of Jesus is sufficient for you, for the worst thing you have done, for the most dreadful thing you have done. You know what it is—perhaps it may trouble your conscience still. The blood of Jesus, the work of Jesus, is enough to meet that matter, to wash it away. I think sometimes our temptation is in the other direction. There are some sins we think are so small 

that we can bear them ourselves. We may sometimes feel that way, that there are some sins which are hardly worth mentioning. The blood of Jesus is sufficient for your smallest sins too. Do not think there is anything that you can meet yourself, do not think there is any sin that is so small that it does not need the work of Jesus. Every sin, from the smallest to the greatest, Jesus’ precious blood can cleanse you from. Jesus is available as a Saviour, and a believer, someone who has trusted Jesus, can say as Peter said, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. Have you ever said that and meant it. He bore my sins in His body on the tree? What does it mean? We have spoken of what God’s view of sin was, of my sins. Not my view, I would try to excuse myself, but God’s view of my sins in all their terribleness. Jesus bore them, every one, “in his body on the tree”. Can you say that with full assurance? 

He went into the grave and He came out triumphantly, the power of sin, the power of death broken, the power that was against you and me broken. If you came out triumphantly from something, I expect there would be some kind of change in your character. You would change your way of feeling. I am just affected as we think of this. The Lord Jesus comes out of death, the Father’s glory having just raised Him. The Father had been so delighted with the completion of His work that He had been early at the tomb so that Jesus should be raised. The first thing He says as a risen Man that we have recorded is, “Woman, why dost thou weep?” 

Is there someone here who is sad at heart, who has something troubling them in their heart? 

Well, the affection and compassion of Jesus are still the same. He would say, Why do you weep? You have something troubling you. There was much to trouble this woman. She thought that she had lost for ever her Jesus, Rabboni. What a thought that must have been for her! He would come to you now, wherever you are, whatever your condition. If there is something troubling you He would say, Why? I will take it on. I will give you the answer to it. 

I do not want to dwell on these other scriptures but just to look through them. What we read in John 21 is the last recorded word of Jesus in the Scriptures, the last thing that Jesus said which the Spirit has written down for us, because John’s gospel was the last gospel written; it is very simple, “Follow thou me”. There is a Man, Jesus. Has He attracted your heart? Has He affected your heart? Do you love Him? Do you know Him as your Saviour? He has a simple word to you, Follow Me. Are you a follower of Jesus? Peter here would look at another man and say, “Lord, and what of this man?” That is what we so often do, we look around and think of other persons. How are they getting on? How are they doing? Should I follow them? Jesus says, “Follow thou me”. We have spoken of the perfection of Jesus, the perfection according to God that was in Him. You might say that to follow Him is far more than I could possibly do, I could not possibly follow Jesus. If you said that I can tell you that you would be quite right because as you are according to nature you cannot follow Jesus. As you come to Him and know Him as Saviour there is a change. He is ready to give you His Holy Spirit and there is power in the Holy Spirit to follow Him. If you are not following Him, and it may be that you are a believer but you are not really following Him, the question is. Do you have the Holy Spirit? And the question is too, Have you asked for the Holy Spirit? That is what you need if you want to follow Jesus, you need the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I have a simple impression in Acts. Here we have the Lord Jesus speaking, and this is the first time we have recorded what He says from heaven. He is a glorified Man, He is at God’s right hand, but He is still interested. Of course a message from Him had gone out in the gospel, but here we have a recorded word and He says, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” I am not going to go into the detail of the persecution, I am just thinking of that word, Me. What was He speaking about? Saul of Tarsus was not doing anything to attack Jesus personally. He could not possibly because Jesus was in glory, but he was attacking His people and the Lord Jesus associates Himself so closely with His people that He says, Me. How do you view God’s people? How do you view believers? How do you view those who are available for you to walk with? Do you say, They are a poor company in feebleness? That is perfectly true naturally, but you see that Me, that is Jesus. That is Jesus in His extension in His body. It is His body here. So what is your attitude to the body of Jesus as available and seen on this earth and in this condition now? What is your attitude to it? We would like you to know what it is to enjoy being in that company because Christianity would bring you into a company, into a circle of enjoyment of the good things of God, and all that comes from the ascended Man. If He has gone up in glory and is at God’s right hand, He is not there without being interested in desiring persons. The believer has a representative there at God’s right hand who is interested in him and from that place is sending the fulness of blessing down; the fulness of blessing is towards you now. 

I finish with that last verse read. Again they are the words of Jesus, the last in this final book of the Bible, he says simply, “Yea, I come quickly”. The Lord Jesus is coming. He is going to take me to be with Him. He is going to take many in this room to be with Him. What will it be to see His face? What will it be to hear His voice? Are you looking forward to that? Every man, woman, boy and girl, is going to see the face of Jesus. Those who have trusted Him, those who know Him are going to see Him, the One that they have loved and the One who has loved them. When we see Him we shall be like Him. That is what He has in mind. We have to say to unbelievers, those who have not trusted Him, that they will see His face as a Judge because He is the Man whom God has appointed as Judge. Unbelievers will flee before His face. But now He is speaking to you from the throne, presenting you with the opportunity to come into blessing, and to be one of those looking forward to His coming. 

Are you looking forward to Jesus coming? Do you think of that in the morning? Do you say, Is He going to come today? Beloved, let us bear in mind that there is a Man, Jesus, coming to take us to be with Him. He is coming also to take up His rights, we look forward to that, too; a whole world that is in perfect accord with God because of the work of Jesus. Do you know Him? Do you know that work that we have spoken of was for you? It was for you and are you looking forward to seeing that face? May it be so that every one of us looks forward to seeing Jesus. He says, “I come quickly”. Surely we would all say, “Amen; come, Lord Jesus”. 

Preaching at Glasgow
1 November 1998 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

John 20:15 (JND) [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

John 21:23 (JND) [23] This word therefore went out among the brethren, That disciple does not die. And Jesus did not say to him, He does not die; but, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee?

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Revelation 22:20 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Genesis 2:17 (JND) [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …



ASSEMBLY PERSONNEL

T. VanderHoek 

1 Timothy 3: 15 (from “God’s house”); 2 John 1; 3 John 1; Romans 16: 1–5 (to “their house”) 

I was struck thinking of those who would, as our brother brought out, hold the Lord in affection and bow to His lordship. They would be part of the personnel of the assembly. I was linking it with the thought of the assembly being the pillar and base of the truth. It would be a sphere of blessing and a sphere where the Lord’s interests are maintained. How encouraging it is to see that there are those identified as going on in the truth, persons not abstractly referred to, but individually named. It refers to the assembly at Ephesus or the assembly at Philippi, but with individuals identified and taken note of, so that there would be an appreciation by 

others of certain ones in both those localities, as well as in other localities as, for example, we have in Romans 16. It is very encouraging to see that sisters and brothers alike are alluded to in 2 and 3 John, identifying them peculiarly as those that the apostle could love in truth. It is acknowledging the Lord in His lordship and in affection for Him that would bring us into an appreciation of the truth, so that we as individuals can be encouraged to go on together, having an appreciation one for another in our affection for the Lord. These various ones were mentioned as being such as he could love in truth. 

Then we see in Romans how the apostle Paul could identify them by name for what they had done. He had an appreciation of Phoebe, “our sister, who is minister of the assembly”. She was identified for what she did, for she had been “a helper of many”. We can think of many examples like her. I was encouraged to think of these as our brother was speaking, bringing us in on the line of affection to the Lord, and in bowing to His lordship and authority. It would bring us to that sphere of the assembly where we can enjoy eternal life. We can enjoy it with those of “like precious faith” (2 Peter 1: 1), persons named as individuals with an appreciation of Christ. So may we be encouraged to go on in the truth together, holding fast, in the light of the assembly as the pillar and base of the truth. We would do so with those of “like precious faith”. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton, Texas, 5 April 1995 
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Scripture references

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

2 John 1:1 (JND) [1] The elder to [the] elect lady and her children, whom *I* love in truth, and not *I* only but also all who have known the truth,

3 John 1:1 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.

Romans 16:1-5 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,) [5] and the assembly at their house. Salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is [the] first-fruits of Asia for Christ.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

2 Peter 1:1 (JND) [1] Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like precious faith with us through [the] righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ:
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