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THE GIVING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Exodus 17: 1–7; Numbers 20: 2–13; Acts 2: 1–4, 30–33; John 14: 15–17, 25, 26 

GCMcK  What was in mind to suggest for consideration was the giving of the Holy Spirit: not exactly the immense value of the gift, though it enters into the scripture that refers to God’s unspeakable free gift, but to occupy ourselves with the administration of it—if we might use the word, the transaction that took place, and the preparation from the divine side so that the Holy Spirit could be given, and God could be free to bring in this blessing which we are enjoying today. I trust it will become clear as we proceed, that while what we would speak about in a sense would be historical, what scripture discloses as to it would indeed touch God’s people, so that we might value the Holy Spirit. The gift is so great, you might wonder how it might be enhanced, but I believe that as we consider the circumstances in which the Holy Spirit was given, and the divine feelings that entered into it, that precious matter of the gift of the Spirit would be greater in our hearts. 

Exodus 17 brings out the fact that the Holy Spirit came on account of the smiting of Christ; a very touching matter. It was necessary if this great gift that God had in His heart for men was to come; there had to be the death of Christ, the smiting of the rock. In Numbers there is a smiting but it is not divinely prescribed; it is not so much the thought of the Spirit given on account of the smiting of Christ, but I think it is on account of the resurrection of Christ, because before this you have the thought of Aaron’s rod that budded, and that was the rod that Moses was to take. He was to speak to the rock, not smite it. It is our day, and I think it would give us a touch in our hearts as to the Spirit being available to us on account of the resurrection of Christ. And I think we could add to that His ascension. Acts 2 gives us an account of the wonderful moment when the Holy Spirit came, and what was in mind was the opportunity it might give us to speak of Pentecost, the forty days and the ten days; that our hearts might be drawn into consideration of what we might call a transaction, what occurred in these ten days when the Lord Jesus went on high and before the Holy Spirit came. 

Another matter that was much in mind in regard to it is that the Holy Spirit is described in Acts as the promise of the Father. The Lord Jesus so described Him in the gospel of Luke and it is mentioned in the beginning of Acts. He is described in an attractive way. Then in John 14, 15 and 16, we have from the Lord’s own lips an account of what He would do and there is much in that to engage us. We read from one of the chapters, chapter 14, bringing out the fact that the Lord Jesus begged the Father. It says in Acts that He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit; it was administered; the Lord asked the Father. He begged the Father and it came, it has been said, through the hands of Christ. I wondered if these thoughts might be sufficient for us to dwell on. There is more in the sections read than we could possibly cover, but we might get some touches. 

DAS  The Holy Spirit is referred to as our greatest Friend on earth. I would like you to say more as to what God says as to striking the rock; it surely touches our affections to think that that had to be done before the Spirit would come. 

GCMcK  Well, it is very remarkable that this occurred at a time when the people were murmuring. They were disputing with Moses, they were tempting Jehovah. You might wonder how divine blessing could flow to a people in such a state, but God did not smite the people, He smote Christ, He smote the rock. The state on our side had to be met to clear the way so that God would be free that the Spirit might be given to us, this wonderful gift that He had in His heart for so long. That He might be free to give thus, the death of Christ was necessary to meet the state on our side, to clear the way for it. There is more in it than that, of course. 

JCG  It says following that, there shall come water out of it, it is a wonderful full result, almost voluntarily, from the effects of the death of Christ, would you say? 

GCMcK  Yes, so the manner of the giving should so enter into our thoughts. It is not only God’s unspeakable gift, it is His unspeakable free gift; it is the manner of the giving. So the water flows freely. In Numbers 20 there is a similar expression, “it shall give its water”. It is the wonderful grace of God in this gift. 

JCG  In your opening remarks you referred to the administration in relation to the giving of the Spirit, perhaps you could enlarge on that to help us. 

GCMcK  It was a very wonderful matter that was in the divine mind, that men should be thus blessed, and therefore there was clearly divine forethought and preparation entering into it; divine wisdom and divine affections. There was not only God’s love for man and for His people but affections between divine Persons. The preparation, I think, would involve what we read in Exodus, the smiting of the rock, and I think it involves also what we read in Numbers, that the way was clear for a wonderful dispensation of divine giving such as had never been before. 

NJH  What is your thought as to the rock; can you help us in that? 

GCMcK  I would be glad of your help. 

NJH  The rock comes into both scriptures, and the rock that followed them was the Christ; immediately Christ introduced the gift of the Spirit as being in the Father’s mind, the fulfilment of His purpose. Would that be right? 

GCMcK  Yes, so it was through Him; the rock followed them, there again is the divine grace that marks this wonderful gift, that the rock would follow them, always available to them. It could only come about through His death, and it could only come about through His resurrection and ascension. It did come about through His requesting; it all came through Christ and He administered it, “having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit”. 

WL  Paul, in 1 Corinthians 10, said it was spiritual drink and a spiritual rock (1 Corinthians 10: 4). 

GCMcK  Yes, we have to understand these things spiritually, and I suppose the very fact that we are indwelt by the Spirit—the assembly is indwelt by the Spirit—we have capacity to take in, not only the fact but the spiritual import of this, the bearing of it on us. 

WL  It is introduced there in the beginning of 1 Corinthians 10, so we need the Spirit’s help to proceed, then to proceed into the Supper, do you think? 

GCMcK  Yes, quite so. It would be preparatory to that, so that there has to be a state. The one side of things is, of course, that there has to be a state with us for the reception of the Spirit. We get that in Acts, a company adequately prepared under the hand of Christ to receive the Holy Spirit. The other side that comes in in Numbers is that the Holy Spirit is given in spite of the adversity of the flesh. It is divine grace overcoming, but it was only through the death and resurrection of Christ that that could be so, that God could be free to give the Spirit. 

JAB  Is it your thought then that we should appreciate more the inherent greatness of what you called the transaction when the Spirit came? It is often referred to, the greatness of the incarnation when God became Man and came to earth, and then the greatness of the event when that blessed Man died; but is it your thought that the greatness of this transaction you are bringing before us is (without seeking to say which is more important) as it were alongside these great transactions that God has had with man in the course of time? 

GCMcK  That is right; both of those things enter into God’s unspeakable free gift, and I thought we should be impressed, not only with the greatness of it, but with what is disclosed in Scripture of the detail of it, the way that the Spirit was given; what entered into the ten days; we will come to that in Acts. What entered into it was that God had to provide for the matter in the death of Christ, and then the matter could only proceed in the light of Aaron’s rod that budded, a risen Christ in life; so that there is priestly grace and the Holy Spirit is freely available on the principle of asking—a very beautiful thing which belongs to our time. 

JS  Do you think we should appreciate that this involved the smiting of Christ? 

GCMcK  Yes, I thought that; the fact that it was given at such cost brings out the value of the gift. This was necessary; the Lord Jesus had to be smitten. He had to be abandoned on the cross, and individually we should take account of that. We could say, each one, if I was to receive the Holy Spirit there had to be the death of Christ, and what I was in the flesh as a man, in sinful flesh, had to be set aside; because the Holy Spirit could not be given unless the state was dealt with. 

DBR  Do you think the history outlined in the Old Testament brings out very clearly the necessity of the Spirit? Man in the flesh could not operate for the pleasure of God and it says here they thirsted. I suppose each of us individually should have some sense of the necessity of the Holy Spirit, and because of the state of man the death of Christ was necessary to give God liberty to bring in the Holy Spirit. 

GCMcK  Yes. God was wishing to be free; He had this in His heart. It was the promise of the Father, something He had in His heart for men, but it could only be given through certain wonderful preparation, and that preparation involved the death of Christ. The way man could be cleared so that the Holy Spirit could be available to men is very touching. 

DCB  There is a reference in the scripture that God says, “Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb”. I just wondered if it had a bearing on what you are saying, the importance that God is setting Himself in relation to the transaction you are speaking about. 

GCMcK  Yes, that helps, to see how divine Persons entered into this matter. Not only did the Holy Spirit Himself come forth from with the Father, but as we go through these scriptures we might see the Father’s part in it, and the Lord’s part in it. It is not that there is any discrepancy, it is all one great matter, but the whole divine economy entered into it; I think what you call attention to points to that, God standing there upon the rock on Horeb. Horeb has a touch of grace about it, the side of grace in the covenant at Horeb. It is God’s grace that is being expressed in this. 

JSp  In the Spirit’s chapter in Romans 8, it says, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Romans 8: 32. It is the necessity of the death of Christ that God could divulge all that is in His heart along with Christ. 

GCMcK  All that was in His heart and all that was in His mind was coming out in Christ, but really for all that was in God’s heart to be received by man it was necessary the Holy Spirit should come. What a thing it was; it was a shedding forth, a pouring out, and with the Spirit came heavenly blessing; all that was in God’s heart poured out. So, you can see the wonderful effect; the power for walk as in Romans 8, the power for enjoyment and power for response. 

WL  And, equally important to recognise, the gift of the Spirit bears individually and what He is among the saints collectively. I just wondered that; we are not really in the assembly, as individuals, unless we are indwelt by the Spirit. But then, the function, for instance, of the temple of God by the Spirit dwelling in us would be a collective thing, would you say? 

GCMcK  Yes, I am sure that all enters into the divine giving, God’s thought in the giving. I thought if we consider the way that the Spirit is given, it would become an immense thing to us individually, that we have been given the Holy Spirit. It says that He has given to us of His Spirit; it is God’s own Spirit in that scripture, is it not? The immensity of the privilege would impress us and prepare us for the assembly, do you think? 

WL  This matter of thirst you have raised comes out distinctively in John 4; essentially there is it? The water springing up into eternal life. 

GCMcK  Yes, and then the result for God. So the Scriptures are full of the great results of the power of the Holy Spirit, although one’s thought is that we should consider carefully the way the Spirit was given. In Numbers 20 the rock was not to be smitten, it was to be spoken to, just spoken to; that is touching also that the Spirit should be so freely available that Moses would only have to speak to the rock and it would give its water. 

JCG  It follows the taking of the staff; as you commented it is a reference back to Aaron’s rod in Numbers 17 where it budded and blossomed and brought forth ripened almonds. Say more about that to help us. Taking the staff involves something further, does it? 

GCMcK  Yes, I wondered that; Moses took the staff from before Jehovah as He had commanded him. That was Aaron’s staff he took from before Jehovah. It speaks of the Lord Jesus, not simply His death, but His resurrection, and I think it might help us in our thoughts as to the ten days; it might help us to understand that the Lord Jesus was on high, a blessed, risen Man in priestly grace in the Father’s presence; and from that position, a risen and ascended Christ, the Holy Spirit was sent. This priestly grace of Christ is necessary so that the Holy Spirit should be free amongst us. 

JCG  The reference to the testimony would help. Do you see some parallel with this expression (although it is only a type) in what the Lord says in John’s gospel that the Spirit comes forth from with the Father, there would be a correspondence in some way would there? 

GCMcK  Well, I was trusting that we would get a little deeper into that area you are alluding to, what actually transpired. Think of the feelings and affections on the part of each divine Person that entered into the coming of the Spirit. You can understand it can only be as Christ was victorious and risen and ascended, so that from that ascended position the Holy Spirit has been given. He is said to be sent by the Lord, sent by the Father. He is said to come forth Himself; much entered into that time. 

JS  It says the Spirit was not yet because Jesus had not yet been glorified. He has become available to us from the Man who has been glorified. It is a wonderful thing to think of the Spirit being acquainted with the Man glorified in heaven, for ten days before He came here. 

GCMcK  Well, that all gives character to the gift, that He has come from a glorified Christ. The Spirit was not given to men in the days of the Lord’s flesh; He was not given in that connection. The Holy Spirit has been given in connection with a Man in another order of things in resurrection and ascension and glory, and so all the value and meaning of that enters into the gift of the Spirit. 

CKR  There is a touching reference in John 20 when the Lord says to His own, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20: 22). I was thinking of what you were saying as to speaking to the rock. Think of Him in resurrection in the forty days, it is the breath of heaven, there is a character of being anticipatively waiting on Pentecost, but He breathed into them. There is a real sense of divine feeling in resurrection in that, is there? 

GCMcK  Yes, the Lord’s own feelings, the Lord’s own spirit really entering into that and entering into them. So what you referred to brings up another part of the matter. It is not exactly what I had in mind but I think we should remember it, that on our part there has to be reception, receptiveness, and I think that might enter into the idea of speaking to the rock. You might say, Have I ever spoken to the rock? I could ask for the Holy Spirit if I am not sure that I have it, speak to the rock. That would mark someone who was ready to receive the Spirit. 

JMar  The Lord Jesus, the Spirit descended on Him as a dove. One is thinking of your reference to His death; that was where there was a clearance made for the Spirit to come to us. He did not come as a dove there, He was sent. I was just thinking of the wonderful comparison there is, what He found in Christ where He could descend as a dove, but with us He was sent. 

GCMcK  That helps. There was such complacency, and there was nothing to disturb the Spirit in the form of a dove; He could come and come in His entirety too; it is another feature that God gives not the Spirit by measure. The Holy Spirit came on Christ; there was nothing there that needed to be removed, there was no preparation needed you might say. With us there is preparation needed in the death of Christ, and then God is free to send forth the Holy Spirit. 

JMar  Everything is to be clear in our relations with the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus; that is the great intent that they should have a clear way amongst us. 

GCMcK  I think that is right. You can see the readiness from the divine side. It says, “much water came out, and the assembly drank, and their beasts”. From the divine side there is no limit, there is no niggardliness and God desires us to come into this blessing, but as you say we have to be exercised from our side that we do not hinder this great flow of blessing, and having received the Spirit that we do not quench it or grieve it. 

JSp  Do you think the suggestion of speaking would remind us we come into an area of divine communications? There are three divine Persons, and the Spirit does not speak from Himself but what He shall hear He shall speak. Do you think it is a wonderful thing to think of the love and communications taking place and we are brought into the flow of it? 

GCMcK  I think that is right. We speak reverently, but what was the conversation in heaven during these ten days? We know one thing and that is that the Lord spoke to the Father and asked for the gift of the Spirit. He said, “I will beg the Father”. 

RT  The Lord said, “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name”. That would be the name of the glorified Man would it not? 

GCMcK  So the Holy Spirit has come then in that connection, to keep that glorified Man before us and to protect His rights in our souls. “In my name” shows how the economy is bound up with the matter. The Lord Jesus is asking for the Spirit, the Father is sending the Spirit in Christ’s name; it shows the divine affections. I think the word ‘transaction’ may be too ordinary a word but it conveys something of the thought of the divine economy operating at that time. 

RG  At the end of Luke’s gospel the Lord says, “I send the promise of my Father upon you” (Luke 24: 49), and immediately we get a reference to “power from on high”. Do you think that bears out what we have been speaking about, the relationship would exist and exist eternally, so that there might be that for us to enter into, what the Spirit leads us into eternally? 

GCMcK  Yes, I think that is right. So that there can be speaking. When the Holy Spirit came the first thing it says as to those who received the Spirit is that they spoke. It is a dispensation of speaking that we enter into. It is speaking in the power of the Holy Spirit, so this is all preparatory to what we might enter into in the assembly, an area where there are divine communications because of the presence of the Spirit and because, you might say reverently, He is freely available as we provide the conditions. 

WL  It is most affecting that the Spirit has a part in the Lord offering Himself, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Hebrews 9: 14. There is a depth about that that the human mind cannot penetrate. 

GCMcK  I wondered if we could seek the Spirit’s help to go a little deeper into things, a little deeper into divine feelings, what has entered into divine operations and divine Persons working together, and all in view of our blessing. The satisfaction of God is the great end result, but in view of our blessing, divine Persons operated like that. 

WMP  I was going to ask about the section in Ephesians 2, verse 18, “through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. Do you think that might have entered into those conversations you have spoken about? 

GCMcK  Yes, I think the whole scope of the divine mind must have entered into those conversations, because what would be in mind was that the Holy Spirit would communicate from above. We have been taught that much of that communication involves Paul’s ministry, a heavenly ministry that Paul was given to lead our affections above. 

Perhaps we should take up what was quoted in Luke as to “the promise of my Father” because I would like to understand better the Holy Spirit being described that way. In Acts 1 they were instructed “to await the promise of the Father, which said he ye have heard of me”. It is a question of the promise of the Father. Then where we read in chapter 2 this thought comes in again, “having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit”. What would you say more as to the promise of the Father? 

RG  I was impressed by the relationship that comes before us in these scriptures. It was not three Persons unrelated; the Spirit between the Father and the Son is the Holy Spirit, and here He is speaking about that One that is the binding influence between two divine Persons, coming here, so that there might be that binding influence known by men for their eternal pleasure. 

GCMcK  How precious that is, the effect of the Holy Spirit coming in that way, affecting us deeply. And so, “the promise of the Father”, the Father’s affections enter into it. 

RG  We have to be constantly reminded that this is a divine Person, this is not an influence, but a divine Person coming from the presence of two other divine Persons; not incarnate but nevertheless a divine Person. 

GCMcK  Well, He is sent of the Father and of the Son but He is also said to go forth—that preserves His prerogative as a divine Person. He was sent, but He came forth on His own authority and initiative. That preserves the fact that He is equal in the Trinity. 

JSp  The fact the Spirit has several appellations in Scripture would open up a great wealth for us; the Spirit of God’s Son, the Spirit of the Father, the Spirit which is of God; all these things show the great variety of the truth we can enter into through the Spirit. 

GCMcK  I think that is right, and really the whole wealth and scope of divine things are entered into because the Holy Spirit has come. It is only because of that that they have come into expression in the ministry of the apostles and of Paul. It is only because of the presence of the Spirit that the truth has been developed in the souls of the saints, and developed in more recent times in the temple in a very special way. The whole scope of the truth, everything that was in God’s heart was in view in the gift of the Spirit. The promise of the Father, what was in the Father’s heart was all to come out and He had it in mind before the gift. 

NJH  While the work of redemption was entirely and only Christ’s, the giving of the Spirit must have brought persons livingly into the economy. I just wondered if the promise of the Father is linked with that. 

GCMcK  Well, you will need to help us a little further as to persons, men. The Holy Spirit is the bond between the Father and the Son, and then He is the bond between Christ and the believer, so men are going to be brought in in the most intimate and blessed way, and then as John says in his epistle, he has given to us of his Spirit” (1 John 4: 13), of the Spirit of God Himself, we are given of that; it brings us into very close relationship with divine Persons. It all depends on the Holy Spirit. Perhaps you have more than you have brought out? 

NJH  I was thinking of the blessed conversations that must have taken place in those ten days, that one divine Person returned, came into that condition in manhood, and now men were going to be brought into it. I thought of the Spirit coming; it has been said that the incarnation did not disturb the unity of the Godhead; neither did the coming of the Spirit disturb the unity of the Godhead, each divine Person operating in their own right. I just thought of men being brought into it, and that is why I wondered if the coming of the Spirit would bring them livingly into the economy of what divine Persons had entered into. 

GCMcK  Quite so. That is a great matter, the coming of the Spirit to bring us consciously into the power of these relationships, because in the flesh it is entirely beyond us. It is only as God has worked in our souls, and we have received the gift of the Spirit that we can touch these things; but we can touch them in power and in enjoyment too. 

RT  Do you think a new family; the assembly must have been in mind in those conversations in those ten days, in the power of one Spirit we are baptised into one body? 

GCMcK  Well, that is right, something that had not been before. There was something new, it could only be on account of the death of Christ and on account of His resurrection and ascension, and in view of the work of Christ in His own down here that this great matter of the body could proceed. 

WL  The scripture in Luke goes on to say, “till ye be clothed with power from on high”. Do you think we need to see that that power is undiminished today; the breakdown has not altered that, has it? 

GCMcK  No, quite so. The presence of the Holy Spirit still remains. He came personally. “God gives not the Spirit by measure” (John 3: 34); to an extent that would apply to the Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost; we have been taught that He actually came in a complete personal sense. It was not just that there was an influence, but a divine Person came from heaven, indwelling the assembly. 

WL  It says, “it sat upon each one of them”, that would bring us to what is referred to as the assembly in view. 

GCMcK  Yes, I think that is right. The house is filled, it is the house, and then “each one of them” really has the assembly in view. And here, again, I would like to be able to understand this better; there is the thought of the Holy Spirit coming in the face of hostility. 

We have that in Exodus 17 and Numbers 20, but the Holy Spirit came down to this company in a city that had just crucified Christ. But in spite of the worst that man could do, and all the efforts of the enemy, God is not hindered in giving the Holy Spirit, and in bringing about by that His great purposes. 

RJC  You have a reference to the Father’s Spirit in Ephesians 3. I thought of the great resources behind that, “in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. And then it develops into a very wide area that three divine Persons are involved in. 

GCMcK  Yes, they are indeed. I think that was what was referred to earlier, the full scope of God’s purposes were in mind in the gift of the Spirit, and the Spirit having come all these things become possible. God is able to do far exceedingly above all that we ask or think. There is a power towards us in Ephesians and there is a power in us. And so Christianity becomes a living possibility in the souls of men because of the presence of the Spirit. 

AMB  The Lord said that it was profitable for His own that He should go away, because the Spirit was going to come. That was a remarkable thing was it not? But it is a reality. 

GCMcK  It was the best possible thing for the disciples that they should have Christ on high and the Spirit with them down here. And that is the present arrangement. The breakdown has not affected that save in the sense of the weakness of the vessels that are available. But still, the divine economy has been set up, and still holds good. Christ is on high glorified, and corresponding with all that glory and power up there, the Holy Spirit is down here. 

RG  When the Lord was here, “This is my beloved Son” there was a glorious Person here filled with the Spirit, but now these are the excellent on the earth which is all God’s delight. His delight was in Christ, but now the Spirit has come and He is empowering every person who is following after Christ. And God says, “in them is all my delight”, Psalm 16: 3. Is that the answer? 

GCMcK  Well, quite so. Christ is no longer personally on earth; He filled the Father’s heart in His pathway here, but has the earth now to be, in the absence of Christ, devoid of divine pleasure? Surely not, for the saints are here and they have this blessed Gift that enables them to be here for the divine pleasure in a full way, and in a responsive way. 

DAS  Do you think in the Acts there was a power upon them and they were to be His witnesses in Jerusalem? We need that power, do we not? And we have that power. John says, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. 

GCMcK  I think that is right. The Holy Spirit comes with two objects. One is the testimony, the power that is necessary in a hostile scene for testimony and witness, and He also comes to bring us into the divine secrets, in that holy area of divine affections between the Father and the Son; He has come for that too. 

GAB  Is the Spirit in that sense a uniting power? It says, “it sat upon each one of them”. They had been scattered after the Lord’s death but now they are drawn together into this one place and the Spirit (One Spirit) sat upon each one of them. 

GCMcK  I think that is the thought in the “parted tongues, as of fire”. I think it really united them. There was not an individual tongue of fire on each. It is “parted tongues”, it suggests there is a link between the persons through the gift of the Spirit, and so there is the unity brought about that you allude to. 

TCM  You spoke about the administration of the Spirit; following on this it says about Peter that he is standing up with the eleven. 

GCMcK  What you are pointing out is right, that the thing continues, the divine economy works out down here in persons who are indwelt by the Spirit. And that is what came out in the day of Pentecost in this wonderful preaching; which was really an explanation of the fact that the Holy Spirit had come from an exalted Christ. 

JCG  It was extended in relation to the adverse conditions in which the saints find themselves as repeated in Acts 4, and when Peter and others are let go they come to their own company. Then after the prayer it says, “And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness”, Acts 4: 31. That is another evidence of the presence of the Spirit collectively as the word of God comes in, communications are coming through the power of the Spirit. 

GCMcK  Yes, so the Holy Spirit’s presence is an assurance of victory, an assurance that the testimony will go through and that God’s purposes will be effectuated. We can take courage, dear brethren, in the fact that whatever weakness marks us, things can be worked out in smallness and the Holy Spirit will be available to us as we provide conditions for Him. If we value Him enough and see the greatness of the gift, surely there will be a desire to make more room for Him, and to be more into the blessing that is embodied in the gift of the Spirit; it is all that is in God’s heart, the promise of the Father. It all came out in the Spirit. 

JS  It is interesting how it says, “having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. It seems like a concentration of the economy there; He received of the Father, He has poured out this (that is the Spirit) and then persons were seeing it and hearing it in communications. 

GCMcK  Well, that is what I thought. The Lord asked the Father and He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit. Can we get some thought as to the divine affections that entered into the ten days?—the Father having in His heart to send the Spirit, and the Lord Jesus’ affections for His own, and all that must have been in the Lord’s heart as to what the gift of the Spirit would effectuate for God. There are all these things, the Father affected by Christ asking for the Spirit, and then Christ receiving it; He received gifts in man—it says He received the Spirit and then from His hand it was poured out. It is a great matter. 

JS  I was just thinking of that word “poured out”. The Lord had used that as to His blood. Now it is the Spirit being poured out on men. 

GCMcK  Well, I think some of these words are telling. There is the idea of pouring out, and the word shedding forth is used too; it is in keeping with what we were saying as to the rock, the way the water came, it is God’s free gift. It is a free gift, showing the disposition of God. It is the most wonderful thing that we should be the recipients. 

WL  How does the pouring out relate to what John the baptist says in Matthew and Paul says of the baptism of the Spirit? How do you correlate those two? I am just enquiring as to the thought of being baptised as when Paul says, “in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body”. Is that in your thought as to what is collective? 

GCMcK  Yes. The pouring out seems to be a great opening out of God’s heart towards men, because all these persons at Jerusalem heard the preaching; the pouring out involves that this wonderful power of divine grace on earth was going to enable God’s grace to go out to all men; but the baptism, I think, would involve more that those that are the Lord’s are secured and made suitable for the divine system. 

WL  That is helpful, and that baptism of the Spirit took place once. Anyone who received the Spirit today receives it in relation to the Holy Spirit as here in the assembly. Should we keep that in mind, do you think? 

GCMcK  Quite so. So all the time that we are speaking just now of the transaction, the great matter of the time when the Spirit was given, we have it in our hearts that He is here. Here we are in the midst of the blessings that that gift has brought to us. 

RG  It has been said that in the beginning of the Acts, when the parted tongues, as of fire, sat on each one of them, it showed that while the flesh was not active, the fire appeared, for the leaven was latent. The tongues of fire were then operative in speaking and dealing with anything in the flesh that could be contrary to what was spoken, so that those who heard then say, “What shall we do, brethren?” Do you think this is the beginning of the divine operation that is still available to us? 

GCMcK  Yes, it is available to us as we make way for the Holy Spirit. The tongues of fire were not to deal with what was there, they were preventative so that the speaking should have nothing in it of the flesh; it should be simply in the power of the Holy Spirit. That should characterise our communications; nothing coming from man, but all from the power of the Holy Spirit. 

RT  Quite often the Lord spoke about “In that day ye shall know”, showing He was looking on to this, does it? One of the things He says, “ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”, John 14: 20. It brings out the administration bringing us into this wonderful economy of love. 

GCMcK  I think it does. It is a very touching matter that we are so bound up with divine Persons; it is a wonderful day that we are now in, the day of which Christ says, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. “I am in my Father”, that is where the Lord is, He is in His Father; what affections are flowing there. And then, He is in us, I think must involve the Spirit coming, and “ye in me”, we are in Christ, and He is in us. We are bound up in the divine affections there. 

CKR  I am enquiring why the Lord says “another Comforter”, with a capital ‘C’. I just wondered if there is a touch of divine feelings as those who received the Spirit would need comfort; would need that resource, because is there not a reference in Acts 9 where the assemblies are increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit (Acts 9: 31)? As though there is an inward side, there is a glory in the Comforter and that service of the Holy Spirit as reflecting divine feelings. 

GCMcK  Yes, I think the Lord was anticipating that in His absence they would feel the need of the Comforter, and so, as affected by their need He would beg the Father, and He would give them another Comforter. They would never have Him taken away from them. You can see divine affections coming into it in consideration for us. “I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter”. 

JMar  Do you think we should be impressed with the fulness of divine giving? 

GCMcK  Yes, I thought that. 

JMar  You referred at the start to “his unspeakable free gift”. That would include the Son and the Spirit. That would include His free gift. Do you feel that giving way to divine love and divine giving would affect us in a greater way? 

GCMcK  I think so. We are speaking about a very wonderful gift, an unspeakable gift, but a gift can be enhanced in the recipient’s mind in the way that it is given; to understand what was in the heart and mind of the person who gave it. That was one’s exercise, that we might see what was in God’s mind and affection for us, that we might value this gift. 

DBR  Throughout the book of Acts you have a living current of things, and I was wondering about the expression in Galatians where it says, “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit” (Galatians 3: 5), not just merely the things of God. but would ministering the Spirit involve the maintenance of a living flow amongst the saints, obviously in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

GCMcK  It is not a scripture I understand very well, but I can see that there is a ministry in the power of the Spirit, and it says the Spirit is ministered, as if all the blessing and power that is in the Holy Spirit can enter the souls of the saints through that ministry, and that has to proceed now. 

DBR  It is not exactly a remote power; it is working because the Spirit is here in the assembly. I thought it linked on with a living flow of things really involving the current mind of God, and that becomes the test of all ministry, whether we are really proceeding with a conscious sense of the current of the mind of God in it, do you think? 

GCMcK  Well, we should remind ourselves then if we are experiencing in God’s goodness such precious light, such precious truth, that it was recovered because saints set themselves to make way for the Holy Spirit; to reject the clerical system which shuts Him out, and to make way for what was entirely of the Spirit, and not of man. We need to maintain that. 

DBR  It really is the man with the pitcher of water, that is Paul here in Galatians, he is the man with the pitcher of water, and thank God that continues today. 

GCMcK  Well, that is what we want, what will build us up and attach us to Christ in glory, and will lend us power down here in the testimony. It will attach us to another scene altogether. 

JAB  Is there an aspect of this blessed service that goes on, “that he may be with you for ever”? The blessedness of what we are speaking of will not end until we are taken out of this scene. We know and need the services of a Comforter now, perhaps not in that way then, but nevertheless this transaction, as you have been bringing before us, the greatness of it is eternal. 

GCMcK  That is good and that carries the whole matter that comes before us forward, as to what was in the divine mind in the giving of the Spirit. I suppose therefore what was in the divine mind in the Lord begging the Father for the Spirit goes into eternity; the purposes of God and the living state of things that will be eternally, the way that we will enjoy these things. How much was in view, how much must have entered into the conversation in the ten days, what considerations of heaven, what movements of divine love and the communion of divine love in view of this great gift. 

Reading at Grangemouth
16 September 2006 
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Scripture references

Exodus 17:1-7 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? [4] And Moses cried to Jehovah, saying, What shall I do with this people? Yet a little, and they will stone me! [5] And Jehovah said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel, and thy staff with which thou didst smite the river, take in thy hand, and go. [6] Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb; and thou shalt strike the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel. [7] And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they had tempted Jehovah, saying, Is Jehovah among us, or not?

Numbers 20:2-13 (JND) [2] And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. [3] And the people contended with Moses, and spoke, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren died before Jehovah! [4] And why have ye brought the congregation of Jehovah into this wilderness, that we should die there, we and our beasts? [5] And why have ye made us to go up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates, neither is there any water to drink. [6] And Moses and Aaron went from before the congregation to the entrance of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their faces; and the glory of Jehovah appeared to them. [7] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [8] Take the staff, and gather the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, and it shall give its water; and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock, and shalt give the assembly and their beasts drink. [9] And Moses took the staff from before Jehovah, as he had commanded him. [10] And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said to them, Hear now, ye rebels: shall we bring forth to you water out of this rock? [11] And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his staff smote the rock twice, and much water came out, and the assembly drank, and their beasts. [12] And Jehovah said to Moses and to Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to hallow me before the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land that I have given them. [13] These are the waters of Meribah, where the children of Israel contended with Jehovah, and he hallowed himself in them.

Acts 2:1-33 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with [the] Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth. [5] Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, pious men, from every nation of those under heaven. [6] But the rumour of this having spread, the multitude came together and were confounded, because each one heard them speaking in his own dialect. [7] And all were amazed and wondered, saying, Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galilaeans? [8] and how do *we* hear [them] each in our own dialect in which we have been born, [9] Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and those who inhabit Mesopotamia, and Judaea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] both Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya which adjoin Cyrene, and the Romans sojourning [here], both Jews and proselytes, [11] Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our own tongues the great things of God? [12] And they were all amazed and in perplexity, saying one to another, What would this mean? …

John 14:15-26 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. [24] He that loves me not does not keep my words; and the word which ye hear is not mine, but [that] of the Father who has sent me. [25] These things I have said to you, abiding with you; [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

Numbers 20 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel, the whole assembly, came into the wilderness of Zin, in the first month; and the people abode at Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. [2] And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. [3] And the people contended with Moses, and spoke, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren died before Jehovah! …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Numbers 20 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel, the whole assembly, came into the wilderness of Zin, in the first month; and the people abode at Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. [2] And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. [3] And the people contended with Moses, and spoke, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren died before Jehovah! …

Numbers 17 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:22 (JND) [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit:

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

1 John 4:13 (JND) [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit.

John 3:34 (JND) [34] for he whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives not the Spirit by measure.

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Numbers 20 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel, the whole assembly, came into the wilderness of Zin, in the first month; and the people abode at Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. [2] And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. [3] And the people contended with Moses, and spoke, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren died before Jehovah! …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Psalms 16:3 (JND) [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …

Acts 4:31 (JND) [31] And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness.

John 14:20 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:31 (JND) [31] The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 3:5 (JND) [5] He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit, and works miracles among you, [is it] on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith?



LIGHT SHINING OVER AGAINST THE CANDLESTICK

A. P. Devenish 

Numbers 8: 1–4; John 8: 25; 2 Timothy 3: 10, 11, 14 

In Numbers 8 the light from the lamps shines over against the candlestick. It shows the beauty of the candlestick, it shows the detail of the candlestick. I thought it linked with the reference in John, “Altogether that which I also say to you”. The Lord Jesus was not different from what He said. (I am seeking help to express myself.) He was altogether what He said; the light in that sense was thrown over against the candlestick. A remarkable light shone in Christ, but what is shown is the beauty of the One on whom the light shone and everything was perfectly in accord in Him. There was nothing to discredit, nothing to contradict what shone in Him in His life. 

My exercise tonight is that if we are to help one another it must be by example. There is much that causes sorrow amongst us; how can we help one another? Every part of our lives should demonstrate that we are consistent. Paul was a remarkable expression of what he said. 

You could look at any part of his life. He speaks of his teaching. There has been teaching among us that has not been according to the truth, but you could look at Paul’s teaching and it was according to the word of God, it was according to the Scriptures, it was according to God. You look at his teaching in detail, a wonderful study, “my teaching”. 

Then he says “conduct”; there was nothing in his conduct that would in any way take away from his ministry. If he could be seen at any time in his life, any place in his life, there would be nothing that would bring discredit on him or his ministry, or that would contradict what he professed to be. Paul says, “thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose”. What was his purpose? What is our purpose? It may be getting on in the world, it may be seeking a place here, but what was Paul’s purpose? How wonderful to think of what was in his mind and what his purpose was to bring the saints into the gain of the truth, into the experience of the truth of the assembly. It is as if the light is shining here for Timothy to take account of, shining on Paul’s conduct and purpose, his faith, his long-suffering, his love. 

Paul would have love towards all the saints, there would be nothing partial about his love. He would not have special friendships as we often have amongst us. How damaging they are! 

His love would be impartial and it would express the love of Christ. It is almost, as I have suggested, that the light is shining on every part of Paul’s life, and what we find is consistency. What an example he was for Timothy. Timothy would not be able to say, ‘Well he says this but he does something different’. There was no darkness there, no dark places there. 

In the Corinthian epistle he is transparent, the light is shining through him and my exercise simply is this that we can help one another; I think we can help one another more, than in any other way, by example. If the light shines in any measure from us, what may be seen in us should confirm or express the substantial character of what God has wrought in our souls. 

Well that is a simple suggestion that one would have for us tonight. There is much to sorrow over, much that we can only be cast upon the Lord about, that matters might be adjusted, that the saints may be really together, that we may be joined in soul, that we may think one thing, thinking the same thing, that there may not be these divergences. But how can we help one another? How can you help the brethren? How can I help the brethren? I think it is by example. I just commend that to the brethren to think about. As the truth shines in one and another, the effectiveness of it lies in what we are; we are not to be different from what we say. 

It is very interesting in 1 John 1, John repeats over and over again, “If we say”. In verse 6, “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie”. We are in a time of profession. There is so much profession publicly and yet a denial of the truth in practice. 

Therefore the word is “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not practise the truth”. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1: 8). If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar”, (1 John 1: 10). Many times John speaks to us about what we say, but is it confirmed in what we are? I would just commend that to the brethren. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton
17 April 2006 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 8:1-4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. [4] And this was the work of the candlestick: [it was] of beaten gold; from its base to its flowers was it beaten work; according to the form which Jehovah had shewn Moses, so had he made the candlestick.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

2 Timothy 3:10-14 (JND) [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all. [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. [13] But wicked men and juggling impostors shall advance in evil, leading and being led astray. [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them];

Numbers 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. …

1 John 1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. …

1 John 1:8 (JND) [8] If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1 John 1:10 (JND) [10] If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.



EXTRACTS

Rem.  We cannot count on parental care unless we are separate. 

CAC  That is an important point. We leave the resources of Egypt like the children of Israel, but then we find God. God could sustain them where there was no natural resource; they had bread from heaven and the rock to drink from; their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell. When we come out we can come into and enjoy this wonderful reciprocity—“I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people”; God is delighting in His people and His people are delighting in Him. 

Rem.  There is the persecution side. 

CAC  Undoubtedly, but it is all gain because you begin to prove for the first time that God is a reality. No young believer finds his feet till he has proved God for himself. It is a wonderful thing to find that God is as good as His word. You test Him and you will see. The Lord says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”, Matthew 6: 33. If you are on that line you are set to prove how He can preserve and keep you; all these things are added to you, you have not lost anything, you have gained. J.B.S. used to say, ‘Peter said, We have left all and followed Thee. Yes, Peter, and you did very well by it!’. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Second Corinthians’, p.291) 

God’s ways are behind the scenes, but He moves all the scenes that He is behind. We have to learn this, and let Him work, and not think much of man’s busy movements; they will accomplish God’s end. The rest of them all perish and disappear. We have only peacefully to do His will. 

J. N. Darby 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

Matthew 6:33 (JND) [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.
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