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“I KNOW”

John 9:24,25;  10:4,5;  Job 19:25 (to “liveth”);  2 Timothy 1:12 (to “believed”)

It will be observed that in these scriptures, persons speak of what they know.  That is not just what they hear, but it is conscious knowledge, and it means that they speak from personal experience.  When you come to the gospel preaching, what really matters is what you have experienced personally in your own soul.  I might ask the question at the outset: What do you know in your own soul about the Lord Jesus?  Do you know Him as your Saviour?  That is where the gospel begins.  That is not where it ends, but it begins there, and you certainly cannot go anywhere else unless you know Him as your own personal Saviour.  That involves a transaction with Him in relation to your sins.  Have you ever felt the burden of your sins?  Have you ever cried to God for mercy in relation to them?  I can tell you this, that we have to do with a God who hears the faintest whisper of any sin-stricken soul, and if you cry out for mercy in relation to your sins, then it is mercy you will receive.  That is the God that I know.  This man in John 9 knew one thing, “being blind before, now I see”.  By the end of the chapter he knew more than one thing; he had come into the knowledge of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, that is another Man in another world.

In conversation as we were walking to the room tonight, we observed that many believers will speak happily and openly about the Man of the gospels, and we are thankful for it, but it is not so common to hear them speak of the Man in the glory.  That involves the gift of the Holy Spirit.  All these things come into the gospel.  In the time of the Reformation in Germany, there was a man called Martin Luther; younger ones will probably know a bit about him.  In the experience of his soul he found that he was justified, not by works, but by faith in Christ.  It was one thing that he knew.  There it was, he could withstand the whole power of Rome in relation to that truth.  Why?  Because he experienced it.  The experience of these things brings stability into your soul.  How else could he have withstood the power of the church of Rome at that time?  It was a truth that he was used of God to recover, the truth that you can stand before God without one single sin upon you because of your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, not on your own merit.  We have none; “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”, Isa.64:6.  God has not come to call righteous persons but sinners to repentance.  Do you know whether you are a sinner saved by grace?

This man in John 9 went on in his history and he was faithful to the experience and the light that he had, and the first thing that marks him is the obedience of faith.  He was a blind man and the Lord Jesus put mud on his eyes.  You might say, That is not going to help his condition, but Jesus said to him, Go to Siloam and wash (v.11); and he went.  That was the obedience of faith.  You can picture him, can you not, a blind man, mud all over his eyes, wending his way to the pool of Siloam, but he went and he came seeing.  You have to stretch out in faith in order to make these things your own, and once they are your own, you have stability and a foundation in your soul.  It is not a question of what you have been told by way of information, but it is the experience in your soul that counts.  Now he was faithful, this blind man, and he found himself cast out.  The Lord Jesus had already been cast out.  There was a religious system operating which found no place for the Lord Jesus Christ, and because the blind man had light and was faithful to what he had experienced, he also was cast out.  We began this morning with a hymn at the Supper which spoke of gathering in the scene of His reproach and shame (Hymn 203).  That has not changed; the Lord Jesus is still in that position of reproach.  The verdict of this world about Christ has not changed: “Away with this man” (Luke 23:18), and “we will not that this man should reign over us”, Luke 19:14.  It is still a world which is hostile to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Particularly in the western world, anti-Christian influences sweep in.  What is it, dear friends, that will keep you in such a day?  It is the experience that you have in your soul of the knowledge you have of God.

The Lord Jesus knew about this man being cast out.  He found him, and He says to him, “dost thou believe on the Son of God?”.  The man was ready for further light and further experience.  I wonder whether I am, or whether I am content to know that my needs have been met.  Maybe you know that your eternal destiny is secure.  That is a wonderful thing to know, for if you know the forgiveness of your sins you would know that there is nothing in the world, not all the money in the world, able to redeem you from your sins, except the precious blood of Jesus.  This man said, “And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him?”, and Jesus said, the One before you is He.  Do you have a conscious sense of knowing Jesus as the Son of God?  Jesus was no ordinary man.  He came into blood and flesh condition, sin apart.  No one else has come into that condition, sin apart.  We have all been born in iniquity and in sin (Ps.51:5).  Therefore, if the sin question was to be resolved to God’s full satisfaction, it could not be by anyone that had sin upon them.  But the Lord Jesus “by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God” (Heb.9:14), and that offering was acceptable to God for sin.  No other offering would have been; Jesus met the question of the sinner’s need when you could do nothing about meeting that need.  However you view yourself, as a fifty pence debtor or a five hundred pence debtor (Luke 7:41), you are still a debtor and you cannot meet that debt yourself.  But there was One who did and did so willingly, and that was the Lord Jesus Christ by the shedding of His precious blood on the cross of Calvary.

This man in John 9 was rejected, and the Lord Jesus was rejected.  He went out of this world enduring the ignominy and the shame of the cross.  Think of it, the Lord of glory, the Son of God, went out of this world, the world which He had made, in that way.  What grace that was!  This man was introduced into another world of which Christ was now the Centre, and in his experience he really went on to the next chapter, where he learned that he was one of the flock who knew the Shepherd’s voice.  Now we live in a day when there are many voices.  We are not called upon to distinguish all those voices.  All you need to know is the Shepherd’s voice, that is all.  Where will the Shepherd’s voice lead you?  Do you think it would lead you into this world of sin and violence?  I do not think so.  This world is a dangerous place.  The man in Luke 10 journeying from Jerusalem to Jericho found it was a dangerous place.  You might ask, How do you know the voice of the Shepherd?  By acquaintance with Him!  You see, Christianity is not a theory, it is an experience.  If somebody you know very well phones you, they do not have to announce who they are because you recognise the voice.  The Shepherd’s voice would keep you safe in a world of evil.  And not only that, the Shepherd’s voice would lead you into the Christian circle where the Lord Jesus is loved.  That is where the Shepherd’s voice would lead you.  In verse 9 it says, “I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”.  So that you know liberty and you know salvation.  You find an area of green pasture, where the Lord Jesus Christ is the food for every soul; the only food that can satisfy and the only Man that can sustain you in a world in which we still are where our Lord was crucified.  I trust that each one of us by experience knows the Shepherd’s voice.

Now I come to Job.  This is a remarkable verse in the Old Testament; “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”.  Do you know that your Redeemer lives?  Are you conscious of being in the enjoyment of a living link with Christ?  There was a man, Saul of Tarsus; like you and me he did not know the Lord Jesus in flesh and blood condition here, but he set himself to obliterate the testimony of our Lord.  Saul was on his way to Damascus when there was a voice from heaven, “why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9:4.  That was the voice of a living Man.  Later on, when Festus referred to Paul, he said that Paul spoke about “a certain Jesus who is dead, whom Paul affirmed to be living”, Acts 25:19.  It would be no good saying to Saul of Tarsus that the Lord is dead because He had spoken to him from the glory, and Saul recognised, in a sense, the Shepherd’s voice that led him into Damascus and into the Christian circle there.  You know the story, do you not, of the atheist and the believer, and the conversation they had?  The believer said, ‘The Lord is living’; the atheist said, ‘How do you know that?’  The simple answer was this; ‘He spoke to me this morning’.  These things are real, they are to be the experience in our hearts of a living link with a living Man in the glory.  It is not theory, it is an experience.

In 2 Timothy, we have Paul saying, “I know whom I have believed”.  Not what he believed, but a Person; “I know whom I have believed”.  This second epistle to Timothy, as we have often said, relates to our day when the church publicly had turned away from Paul, as in that time all in Asia had done (2 Tim.1:15).  You might have said, ‘Well Paul, everything is now in failure, you must be downcast’, but at the beginning of the epistle he had said, “I know whom I have believed”.  Every experience you have with the Lord Jesus will increase your confidence in Him, and will increase your knowledge of Him.  Do you believe that He is One in whom there is no possibility of defeat?  Nothing is impossible with Him, He has overcome and is now a glorified Man at the Father’s right hand having accomplished the will of God.  Because He is there, there is an avenue of blessing opened up which saved me and cannot be closed.  That still remains.  Everything is in Christ, a glorious Person.  If you have Him, you have everything.  If you do not have Christ, you have nothing.  Everything is in that Person; “I know whom I have believed”.  It was the unshakeable faith of the apostle in a Man that appeared to him on the Damascus road, the One whom we have proved as the ‘all-the-way-home’ Saviour through thick and thin, and whom Paul proved through suffering and loss, and even imprisonment.  But what rich epistles came out of the prison, and even in those circumstances, Paul would have clung to this, “I know whom I have believed”.  It did not depend upon Paul, it depended on the Man with whom he had a living link, a living Man in the glory.

Now I trust that each of us knows something of these things in our experience.  May it be that you start knowing the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and you know the forgiveness of your sins, and you know by experience that you have been justified by faith in Christ and not by good works; that you know and are preserved by knowing the Shepherd’s voice and that you have a living link with Christ in glory.  “I know that my redeemer liveth”, and that despite the difficult day in which we are, of which it says, “difficult times shall be there” (2 Tim.3:1), like Paul, your complete and implicit faith can be in the One you know; “I know whom I have believed”.  

May God bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Colchester

18 September 2016

D J Wright

 


Scripture references

John 9:24-25 (JND) [24] They called therefore a second time the man who had been blind, and said to him, Give glory to God: we know that this man is sinful. [25] He answered therefore, If he is sinful I know not. One thing I know, that, being blind [before], now I see.

John 10:4-5 (JND) [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers.

Job 19:25 (JND) [25] And [as for] me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth;

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Psalms 51:5 (JND) [5] Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Luke 7:41 (JND) [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty;

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Acts 25:19 (JND) [19] but had against him certain questions of their own system of worship, and concerning a certain Jesus who is dead, whom Paul affirmed to be living.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;



EXTRACT – COMMUNION WITH GOD

According to the energy of spiritual life, and the power of the Spirit of God, they were by grace to build themselves up, and to keep themselves in the communion of God.  The faith is, to the believer, a most holy faith; he loves it, because it is so; it puts him into relationship and communion with God Himself.  That which he has to do in the painful circumstances of which the apostle speaks (whatever may be the measure of their development), is to build himself up in this most holy faith.  He cultivates communion with God, and profits through grace by the revelations of His love.  The Christian has his own proper sphere of thought, in which he hides himself from the evil that surrounds him, and grows in the knowledge of God from whom nothing can separate him.  His own portion is always the more evident to him, the more the evil increases.  His communion with God is in the Holy Spirit, in whose power he prays, and who is the link between God and his soul; and his prayers are according to the intimacy of this relationship, and animated by the intelligence and energy of the Spirit of God.

… It is important to observe the way in which the Spirit of God speaks in the epistles of a power that can keep us from every fall, and unblameable; so that a thought only of sin is never excusable.  It is not that the flesh is not in us, but that, with the Holy Spirit acting in the new man, it is never necessary that the flesh should act or influence our life (compare 1 Thess.5:22).  We are united to Jesus: He represents us before God, He is our righteousness.  But at the same time, He who in His perfection is our righteousness is also our life; so that the Spirit aims at the manifestation of this same perfection, practical perfection, in the daily life.  He who says "I abide in Him", ought to walk as He walked.  The Lord also says, "Be ye therefore perfect, as your Father which is in heaven is perfect". 

There is progress in this.  It is Christ risen who is the source of this life in us, which ascends again towards its source, and which views the risen and glorified Christ, to whom we shall be conformed in glory, as its end and aim (see Phil.3). But the effect of this is, that we have no other aim: "this one thing I do".  Thus, whatever may be the degree of realisation, the motive is always perfect.  The flesh does not come in at all as a motive, and in this sense we are blameless.

The Spirit then – since Christ who is our righteousness is our life – links our life to the final result of an unblameable condition before God.  The conscience knows by grace that absolute perfection is ours, because Christ is our righteousness; but the soul which rejoices in this before God is conscious of union with Him, and seeks the realisation of that perfection according to the power of the Spirit, by whom we are thus united to the Head.  To Him who can accomplish this, preserving us from every kind of fall, our epistle [Jude] ascribes all glory and dominion throughout all ages.

J.N. Darby Synopsis Col. – Rev. pp.364-366

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 5:22 (JND) [22] hold aloof from every form of wickedness.

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …



OVERCOMING

John 16: 33;  Revelation 2:7,17;  3:21

These scriptures speak of overcoming.  One who overcomes, I would say, is someone who in the presence of general departure would seek to maintain God’s thoughts.  We have a model in the Lord Jesus; He is the great example of one who has overcome.  Every other man has been overcome, but the Lord Jesus has never been overcome, He has always overcome!  The Lord Jesus says here; “In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world”.  He says that triumphantly, it is to encourage us.  The world has been overcome by the Lord Jesus, the devil has been overcome by the Lord Jesus.  The enemy’s power is limited, but the power of the Lord Jesus is unlimited, for He is there on high to support us in the feature of overcoming.  While the Lord was here, the enemy sought to turn Him aside from the path of God’s will at every opportunity, but He upheld everything that was right in God’s sight.  He said “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17:4.  He upheld what God is in His nature and His attributes.  The Lord Jesus upheld every moral feature of God.  In saying this, the Lord Jesus knows the grace which we will need to overcome, because He has been here Himself.  Paul says to Timothy “be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Tim.2:1.  The grace is there, but to draw on that grace we need to be near the Lord Jesus.  What a terrible world this is, that it could not tolerate the Son of God and yet He overcame while here in the face of such terrible opposition.  He overcame in the temptations; He overcame in Gethsemane, Satan seeking if at all possible to divert the Lord Jesus from going the full way in relation to God’s will.  If he had been successful, God’s purpose for blessing could not have been brought to pass.

In the last scripture we read in Revelation, it is the only specific thing that the Lord mentions about His own pathway here.  He speaks of His own pathway here, “as I also have overcome”.  He says to those who overcome at Laodicea that He has overcome; that was a definite feature of the Lord in His pathway here.  He puts it in a very gracious way.  He speaks of the one who overcomes first; “He that overcomes ... as I also have overcome”.  The result of the Lord’s overcoming has been this great dispensation in which we have part.  The Father so appreciated the Lord as the One who overcomes, as it says here, that He has put the Lord in this place; “sat down with my Father in his throne”.  So this dispensation of grace has begun and continues until now because the Lord Jesus has overcome.  He has gone into death, broken that power, taken upon Himself the judgment of God against sin and sins.  He said in Gethsemane “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  Therefore we have this dispensation of blessing for men, the dispensation in which God can work out His great thoughts in men.  

The Lord Jesus understands more than anyone what is involved in being one who overcomes.  He would seek to encourage in any measure at all in which we are able to overcome.  I realise that I am in the presence of those who know more about this than I do.  Severe testing in many ways, in circumstances, in health and so on; that all calls for overcoming.  What is impressive in the Lord addressing the one who overcomes in each of the addresses to the assemblies is the special link between the Lord and the one who overcomes.  All through them, it is what the Lord does personally towards such a one.  He says “I will give to him to eat”; it is not that you will do it yourself, but “I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God”.  We know that at Ephesus there was the beginning of decline, some measure of loss of true living affection for Christ.  So the Lord gives to the one who overcomes to feed on Him, and as feeding on this Person we then appreciate Him more, and there is with the individual who overcomes the appreciation therefore of what was generally departed from.  I think it is as we appreciate Christ that we then appreciate Him as Head.  I think that vital touch was lost with Ephesus.  So it is the tree of life that is fed on; it is in its proper setting now.  In Revelation 22, there is “the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit” (v.2).  When the Lord Jesus was here, every different circumstance He was placed in bore fruit to God; we sometimes sing of “Varied fruits” (Hymn 50).  Whatever circumstance the Lord Jesus was in, He was pleasing to God in it.  As a babe He trusted in God; as a boy He said “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  He was content with God’s ordering for Him in the ordinary circumstances of life.  That was all fruit for God.  God had pleasure in that blessed Man here.  As we feed on Christ in that way, we come to appreciate Him more, and we give Him His proper place in our affections.

In Colossians, “not holding fast the head” (Col.2:19) is presented negatively but the intention is that we do hold fast the head.  The Father publicly declared His delight in His beloved Son at the age of thirty (Matt.3:17).  The Lord will sustain those who overcome in this way as we feed on Him.  It is as in life that we overcome.  A dead fish goes with the stream, a living fish goes against the stream, so the believer by the Spirit can draw on the life that is in Christ Jesus.  It is a wonderful thing that the Lord Jesus met all our liabilities, all that stood against us.  He was put out of sight in burial vicariously.  That deals with all the negatives, but He died that we might live.  It is a wonderful thing that we partake of the life of the Man who is in heaven.

There are moral exercises that are gone through in the formation of one who overcomes.  We all have some measure of overcoming to do, young and old.  As soon as you become a believer in the Lord Jesus, you have to overcome because there is a change in you and you are in the world from which He was cast out.  Young people at school, at college, at work – you have to know what it is to overcome, to confess Jesus as Lord, and know the wonderful power that comes into your soul as you do that, because the Lord is greater than man.  In our individual exercises, there is what we have to overcome in ourselves, but we have the power of the Holy Spirit to help us to judge the flesh.  That all goes into the moral fibre of the believer in forming the one who overcomes.  All through the dispensations, what is of God has been upheld by those who overcome.  We are now near the end of the greatest of all dispensations, and the Lord would encourage us to be of good courage.

So in the scripture we read in Revelation 2 verse 17, there was some deterioration, and some of the features of the world were coming in, and the Lord says, “To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”.  It is a personal link between Christ and the one who overcomes; it is very attractive!  It is the Lord Jesus giving the hidden manna to persons who overcome.  What a wonder it is that a divine Person was prepared to come into manhood so that He might be food for us in the ordinary circumstances of life.  He came in for many other reasons, but that was one of them.  The Lord Jesus was content when He was here; it says prophetically “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places”, Ps.16:6.  The wonder of it is that He who was in His person God came into such lowly circumstances and was prepared to be a carpenter!  He was subject to His parents (Luke 2:51) so that we might be sustained in our pathways here by feeding on Him.  So it says here “I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”.  It is the Lord’s appreciation expressed in a secret way as we are those who overcome here.  The Father appreciated the Lord Jesus as one who overcame while here and the Lord Jesus appreciates those that in some measure seek to overcome here.  It is that secret sense of the Lord’s approving gaze.  The Lord in these promises would seek to encourage us to continue on the line of overcoming.

In chapter 3 He says “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne”.  He is with His Father in His throne, and there is a day coming when those who overcome will be with the Lord in His own throne.  What a blessed thing that will be!  It might not be the greatest of the promises.  I think there is a greater promise made to the one who overcomes in Philadelphia; it is what the Lord does, “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God ... and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”, Rev.3:12.  There was a local assembly called Philadelphia.  We cannot point to that now, but what we can point to is the Laodicean public condition of which we are part, and what the Lord is looking for in Laodicea is what is real.  The way in which there will be anything found of a Philadelphian state is that there will be those who overcome in Laodicea.  That is the public state of the church and we are part of that.  The Lord is looking for those who overcome in Laodicea.   These persons will hold fast what they have!  

You might say, I do not have much, but what you do have, hold fast!  You have the Lord Jesus in your affections; hold fast to Him.  We have been very privileged to have had the truth unfolded in such a full way.  Through the whole dispensation, the Holy Spirit has been here maintaining something for God’s pleasure, and in what we speak of as the recovery, divine Persons have operated in a remarkable way to unfold the truth so gloriously.  So the Lord says “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown” (v.11).  You hold fast what you love!  Much could be said, but “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown” is the precious truth as to Christ and His assembly, and the light and experience of serving God in the assembly.  I think that is touched on in what I read of in the promise to the one who overcomes in Philadelphia.  What a blessed thing it is to experience the leadership of Christ in His love for His God and Father. 

May we be encouraged to continue, and to be among those who overcome here in the short time that is left.  There is every resource in divine Persons available to us.  The Lord will give His own sense of approval and support.  The two or three that He speaks of (Matt.18:20), as He foresaw what would happen, are two or three who overcome.  He gives us not exactly a promise, but the consequence of gathering to His name.  May we be cheered and encouraged to go on and prove the blessing of the promises that the Lord gives to the one who overcomes, and may He bless the word.

Address at Bad Endbach, Germany

1 October 2016

G.B. Grant

 


Scripture references

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

Revelation 2:7-17 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God. [8] And to the angel of the assembly in Smyrna write: These things says the first and the last, who became dead, and lived: [9] I know thy tribulation and thy poverty; but thou art rich; and the railing of those who say that they themselves are Jews, and are not, but a synagogue of Satan. [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life. [11] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. He that overcomes shall in no wise be injured of the second death. [12] And to the angel of the assembly in Pergamos write: These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword: [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells. [14] But I have a few things against thee: that thou hast there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a snare before the sons of Israel, to eat [of] idol sacrifices and commit fornication. [15] So thou also hast those who hold the doctrine of Nicolaitanes in like manner. [16] Repent therefore: but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth. [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Revelation 3:21 (JND) [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

2 Timothy 2:1 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Colossians 2:19 (JND) [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Psalms 16:6 (JND) [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

Luke 2:51 (JND) [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart.

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.



NEITHER WAS THERE GUILE IN HIS MOUTH

John 1:46 (from ‘Philip’),47;  Isaiah 53:9;  

Psalm 4:3 (to ‘himself’)

When we heard that the Lord had taken our brother to be with Himself, this verse in John 1 was very feelingly with me, “Behold one truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile”.  I have known our brother for over fifty years, and one of the two features that we noticed was that he was without guile.  He was also marked by piety.  

I do not want to say much, but leave the scriptures with the brethren, because we see these features supremely in our Lord Jesus; “neither was there guile in his mouth”, 1 Pet.2:22.  We are living in a world where guile is apparent on every side, but our brother had these features of piety and being guileless, and my feeling was that the Lord might encourage us.  The ranks need filling up, and they need filling up by persons who have these two features of being guileless and being marked by piety.  

May the Lord bless the word.

Grangemouth

10 June 2016

D.B. Bodman

(Given at the burial of Mr K. Ashton)

 


Scripture references

John 1:46 (JND) [46] And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip says to him, Come and see.

Isaiah 53:9 (JND) [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth.

Psalms 4:3 (JND) [3] But know that Jehovah hath set apart the pious [man] for himself: Jehovah will hear when I call unto him.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;



HE IS COMING SOON

Revelation 22:20

One of the last times I had the privilege of being with our dear brother whom the Lord has taken, he was very weak and hardly able to speak.  He just managed four words.  The name of Jesus was mentioned and his face lit up.  He said ‘He is coming soon’.  I value these words, not only for the words themselves, but for the one who said them and the manner of that expression.  How real it was to him; ‘He is coming soon’.  This has been the hope of the church, the assembly as we speak of it, right from the very beginning of this long dispensation, two thousand years ago.  Before the Lord went to heaven, He said to His lovers, “I go to prepare you a place” (John 14:2), and then “I am coming again, and shall receive you to myself that where I am ye also may be”, John 14:3.  

That bright hope has burned in the hearts and souls of true believers right through this long dispensation.  It was very real at the beginning.  The believers at that time all expected the Lord Jesus to come back immediately, and the apostle Paul, in writing about that glorious moment when the Lord would come, said that “the dead in Christ shall rise first”, 1 Thess.4:16.  What a company that is going to be, when the dead in Christ are raised from the grave.  But then Paul wrote “we”, notice that emphasis in italics, “we, the living who remain” to the coming of the Lord.  He says that twice over, showing how brightly it burned in his heart, and how real it was to him, “we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds” (v.17).  That includes this present company here today.  I trust everyone here in this room can say that they belong to the Lord Jesus; that they know Him as their Saviour and they are waiting, longing, for that moment when He will come.

I feel challenged as to how real the imminence of the Lord’s coming is to me.  There are many things we can look forward to quite legitimately, all if the Lord will, but is the imminence of the Lord’s coming more real to me than anything else that may lie?  It might happen today; it could be before this meeting is over.  We will lay our brother’s body in the grave in anticipation of the day when it will be raised, but the Lord Jesus might come even before that happens.  His coming is so imminent.  

Another verse says “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Rev.22:17.  The Holy Spirit is indwelling the church, the assembly.  He is longing, I believe we could say with reverence, to see all His labours brought to final fruition, that the bride, the assembly, might be saying “Come”.  I remember a servant of the Lord, Mr Alfred Gardiner, speaking of this verse.  He said that the Lord Jesus Himself says “I come quickly”; He awaits the word from His Father to come, and He is waiting on that moment to come quickly, but in the response of the bride, she does not say ‘quickly’, she just says “Come”.  Our brother said that that means ‘Come now’.  It is immediate.  

May the immediacy of the Lord’s coming for us burn brighter and brighter as the days go by, so that His coming is looked for immediately.  There is nothing, there is no event to be looked for, before the Lord comes, none whatever.  It is now – ‘Come now’.  Our dear brother lived in the light of that.  The Lord Jesus is coming soon.  I trust that these few thoughts might be of blessing to us all.

Grangemouth

10 June 2016

G.A. Brown

 


Scripture references

Revelation 22:20 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



SPIRITUAL RICHES

1 Timothy 6:6,7;  Philippians 3:20,21 (to “glory”);

Luke 19:13 (“Trade while I am coming”);

1 Chronicles 29:3

I have been thinking about the matter of spiritual riches.  Piety has been mentioned, and the fact is that when we come into this world, we bring nothing in and when we leave this world, we carry nothing out.  What matters is the time in between; what we accumulate now and how substantial it is.  Our brother had accumulated much in his time here, and what he accumulated were riches which were not passing or temporary.  They were marked by what was spiritual, and more than that, by what was eternal.  Another feature already alluded to which marked our brother was piety and contentment; these two things existed in his testimony.  It says, “piety with contentment is great gain”; that gain is not taken account of by the world.  In fact, piety and contentment would sometimes be looked upon as being a distinct disadvantage.  But piety and contentment are worth much, much more to God.  Think of God seeing persons in this scene who are motivated by something different, persons who go through their life with apparently not much outwardly, but spiritually there is what is being accumulated.  It says, “we have brought nothing into the world: it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out”.  Every one of us comes into that category, but there is what can be accumulated and built up now in terms of what is spiritual.

So our hope as Christians, as believers in the Lord Jesus, is that there is another commonwealth.  It says, “for our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”.  That is the hope which our brother had, and which the vast majority of persons in this room have, those who are awaiting the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.  It is a hope that burns brightly in our hearts.  His coming is our objective, it is our outlook.  This commonwealth is an area where there is support.  That is one of the things which characterises it at a time like this, when there has been bereavement and sorrow, and there is a need for comfort.  There is an area where the comfort and support of divine Persons can be known.  There is a Christian circle known here in which persons would provide support, but really the source of that is in divine Persons who would come in to support just exactly where it is needed.  A scripture in the Old Testament says, “underneath are the eternal arms”, Deut.33:27.  Think of these arms being able to support us at a time of need, at a time when sorrow would come in, which is perfectly understandable, but divine love is able for that.  

Our brother knew what it was to be in this commonwealth.  It has a different economy from this world’s.  We are used to an economy where there is inflation and deflation, which is marked by instability, but our brother was not interested in these things.  He had his hope in another commonwealth, another economy where everything is entirely stable and secure.  It is secure because it is underpinned by what used to be known as the gold standard.  It was done away with, but the gold standard in Christianity is the Lord Jesus, our Saviour.  He is the reason why we are here today.  We are here to bury our brother but we are here in the light of the fact that we have a hope that goes beyond death and the grave, because the One whom we are speaking about, Jesus, came here, He went to the cross and He was crucified.  His blood was shed in order that you and I could have freedom from the restrictions and the darkness and the whole burden of sin that lay upon us.  Sin is seen on every hand.  Every way you look at this world, every aspect of it is marked by sin.  And yet it is possible to have our hope in another world, another commonwealth which is not marked by sin, not marked by death.  What it is marked by is light, love and liberty, and it is all apprehended by faith.  Faith is really the nucleus of it.  It is faith that makes it work, and it is also faith that makes it substantial, because faith as it says in Hebrews, “is the substantiating of things hoped for”, Heb.11:1.  So our hope is a substantial hope.  It is not a hope that is intangible, but it is a hope that is real in the heart of every believer here.

Now, you could ask, ‘What is the currency of the commonwealth?’.  It says in Luke, “Trade while I am coming”.  You might ask what it means to trade in these things?  What it means is that if you or I have an impression of the Lord Jesus, it might be just a very simple impression, then you can trade with that.  You can pass an impression to someone else and that becomes cumulative, it can be built up.  When we were children, there was that old hymn, ‘Jesus loves me, this I know’.  Very simple words, and yet in the heart of a believing child there is a reality to them.  It is an impression of Jesus, and you can take that impression, no matter how small it is, and you can build on it.  So it says, “Trade while I am coming”.  Our brother knew what it was to do that, and as he did, he was able to accumulate what was spiritual; spiritual wealth.  It became part of his constitution, part of him.  That means that there are persons who become formed by this trading.  As you and I trade with these impressions of the Lord Jesus, as we turn to Him in prayer, as we have a personal, real and living relationship with Him, we become formed by that relationship and then there is something seen outwardly in our testimony which would reflect the greatness of what Christ is in His Person, in His worth and in the effect that He has on our lives here.

I trust, dear friends, that everyone in this room knows what it is to have a link, a relationship with Jesus, to realise that there is a Saviour available.  He is a Saviour and He is also a Friend.  And at a time like this, He would come close as a Friend.  It says elsewhere that “there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother”, Prov.18:24.  No one can come nearer than Jesus.  Especially at a time like this, the nearness of divine Persons is a real and known thing.

Another thing that would form the currency of this commonwealth would be affection.  David says in Chronicles, “And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver”.  Think of affection, of divine love being answered.  Divine love has been fully expressed in the person of Christ.  God has made His heart of love known to each one of us.  In the time of our greatest need, there was One who came in to meet that need, so now there is to be this answering affection.  There is a circle of affection where it is in movement, in response and our affections can answer to the love of divine Persons.  Such affection provides atmosphere.  A time like this is a time of sorrow, but it is also a time when there is a heavenly atmosphere as we realise that the One who we have to do with transcends the outward weakness of the occasion.  Death is the result of weakness, but there is tremendous strength in the realisation that we have to do with a Man who has been into death and shed His blood on that cross, One who is risen from the grave and is ascended.  Our hope is not bounded by the limitations of this scene but rather our hope is with Christ where He is now.

In Revelation, it says “Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing”, Rev.5:12.  The accumulation of what has been formed in hearts, including our brother’s, over many years is what is substantial, and the outcome of it will be seen in its totality in eternity.  Think of all these persons; tens of thousands and thousands of thousands.  Millions of persons have known what it is to put their faith in Christ, have known what it is to have the stability and certainty of having to do with the Lord Jesus.  Each of them has gone or will go to be with Him, not for time but for eternity.  What our brother knew was that, whatever happened in this life, his commonwealth was not here, his commonwealth was in another scene altogether, and his Centre was his Lord and Saviour.  That is Jesus, dear friend.

May everyone here know what it is to have to do with the Lord Jesus in such a way and to realise that there is a circle where this can be known, where there are riches and what has true value, not based on our valuation but on God’s valuation.  The Father said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.17:5.  That was God’s valuation; that is the gold standard in Christianity.  But then the Father said, “hear him”.  I trust everyone in this room has known what it is to hear the voice of Christ as He would speak to each one of us individually, in order that there should be an answering response for His own heart.  May He bless the word.  

Grangemouth

10 June 2016

P.E. Hogan
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Scripture references

1 Timothy 6:6-7 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain. [7] For we have brought nothing into the world: [it is] [manifest] that neither can we carry anything out.

Philippians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Luke 19:13 (JND) [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming.

1 Chronicles 29:3 (JND) [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary:

Deuteronomy 33:27 (JND) [27] [Thy] refuge is the God of old, And underneath are the eternal arms; And he shall drive out the enemy from before thee, And shall say, Destroy [them]!

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Proverbs 18:24 (JND) [24] A man of [many] friends will come to ruin but there is a friend [that] sticketh closer than a brother.

Revelation 5:12 (JND) [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.
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