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THE NEED FOR A REVIVAL OF AFFECTION FOR CHRIST

D. Robertson 

John 12: 27–33; 20: 10–18 

I believe we are in a time, beloved brethren, when God is active to speak to our affections about Christ, and to draw them after Him. I have had that exercise for some time now and have felt quite confirmed in it as the ministry of the day proceeded, that God would appeal to our affections. I believe that there is need for the revival of what is real and vital in the way of affection for Christ. It may be that for most of us at any rate there would have to be the honest confession that there has been a good deal of waning of affection, and a certain form and tradition has taken its place. We are in Laodicean days and the Lord makes His feelings about it perfectly plain. He says, “I would that thou wert cold or hot”, Revelation 3: 15. How much the Lord feels indifference, and especially indifference where at one time there was vitality. One speaks as much to myself as to any one else, beloved. I believe that the Lord Jesus Himself, and indeed each of the divine Persons, is making an appeal to us, to reach our affections, and to capture them freshly for the Lord and for the Lord’s things. There is no doubt that there is a great deal of knowledge amongst us, and thankful we are for it, for it is a shame if the truth is not known; but I believe that the main spring of activity must stem from living affection for Christ. How the Lord loves to look down into a heart that is burning for Him, and He knows when that is not so. 

The surrender of first love in Ephesus, you can be sure, was first taken notice of by the Lord; He would be the first to feel it. It has often been said—brethren will know it, it is a quotation from Mr. Stoney—that the first thing that went was the top shoot. It looked as if things were still all right, but the first appearance of decay was in the top shoot. A small beginning, but it led to the surrender of what was in a peculiar way precious to Him. Well, publicly, it will never be attained to again, but it can be attained to in a moral and spiritual way, and in a secret way in the hearts of those who are prepared to answer to the divine appeal in the days we are in. This period of recovery is a wonderful time, and it began by the saints rallying to a call for affection for Christ. That great call went out, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom!’; not merely, ‘He cometh’, but the Bridegroom presented in all His attractiveness is what called out the affections of the saints at the outset of this time of recovery. Beloved brethren, the end will be no different. Those who keep to the pathway of recovery—and make no mistake, God means to end it, and will end it, with a triumphant result and fruit for Himself—will be those who have vital and living affection for Christ. 

There are many young people here, and some in this locality, setting up home, and I would appeal to you that you might set yourself as to your vitality for Christ. As I say, if there is a lack of it. Christ Himself is the One who has first noticed it, and He feels it. He feels it as no other could feel it; I would say that He feels it more keenly than the most spiritual person in the meeting. I have thought recently that the recovery has become old enough to become traditional. The clear way for its continuance, beloved brethren, is the sustainment of living affection, and the power of affection, for the Lord Jesus Christ. That affection will culminate in that glorious cry, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”. There is no greater testimony to the unified affections of the saints for Christ than the bride saying with the Spirit, Come, to the Lord Jesus; that is the final matter. 

The Lord speaks in this section about being lifted up; it is a feature of this gospel, and I would encourage the younger men and women to look into the three references in John to the Lord being lifted up. In chapter 3 He is lifted up in view of life—“as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, (John 3: 14). No one who has never looked at Christ lifted up as in the light of John 3 has life. There is life in a look—There is life in a look at the crucified One; There is life at this moment for thee. 

He is lifted up, as we have been taught, between heaven and earth. It is like the brazen altar which was between the entrance of the tabernacle and the tabernacle itself, which was God’s dwelling place; and you will remember that, when it was carried, the brazen altar was covered with a cloth of purple. While man lifted Christ up and crucified Him, yet what you see is the holy dignity of Christ accepting the whole position under God’s eye in judgment in order to bear away the great matter of sin in the sight of a holy God. So He was lifted up, and you look at Him with the eye of faith and live. 

In John 8 I think He is lifted up in view of exposure; He says to a certain class of people, “When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am he” (John 8: 28). 

What a solemn thing that is! The Person they lifted up was none other than God Himself, the Creator of the world, the One of whom we have spoken today; think of all that is predicated of Him in chapter 1 of this gospel, “without him not one thing received being which has received being” (John 1: 3). The world exists as His creature, and yet He says, “When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am he”. No wonder Paul said that if the princes of this world had known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. The lifting up of this blessed Person exposed the world to the full. So in chapter 12 the Lord says, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out”. It is a wonderful matter, beloved brethren, the lifting up of Christ; it clearly refers to His crucifixion, to the shame and ignominy of the cross. That is the place that the world accorded Jesus, a place of shame, a place of ignominy, a place that expressed its hatred of Him. The most outstanding witness of divine grace that ever appeared amongst men was rejected, and the One who bore that witness was placed on a shameful cross. In this gospel the Lord Jesus says, “they have both seen and hated both me and my Father” (John 15: 24). 

What does that mean to you today? Are you a lover of Christ? How vital is your love for Him? What does it mean to you that the world put Christ on the cross? What is the practice of our lives in the light of the place that the world gave Christ? The habits of the world, the fashions of the world, the ways of the world, what do they mean to us? As it says in Revelation, “where also their Lord was crucified” (Revelation 11: 8). Is that the world to us? 

One notices tendencies amongst us, beloved brethren, not only among younger people but also among older people, that are worldly; they are not in keeping with Paul’s commandments, and, one speaks soberly, these are not features of persons who love Christ; they are features of the world that crucified Christ. I trust the brethren are with me in that. 

Where is your love for Christ? Where is your sympathy? Is your sympathy with a crucified Christ or is it tending rather towards the world which crucified Him? Have you ever wondered why in the book of Revelation the Lord Jesus is constantly referred to as the Lamb? What is the aim in it? The aim is that the affection and sympathy of the believer might be secured for the suffering One. Oh may your sympathy and your affection, and mine, be aroused in a fresh way in relation to the Lord Jesus. 

Although He was crucified by man, His crucifixion becomes a great divine victory, and it becomes an exposure, and a place of judgment, of the world which crucified Him. We sometimes sing that in our gospel meetings— 

Man the cross to Him awarded, 

Man the Saviour crucified; 

This world’s judgment stands recorded, 

God’s own nature glorified. (Hymn 404) 

The world that crucified Christ was condemned in that very act, and not only so, but it was morally terminated in the sight of a holy God in that very scene of the crucifixion. Now is this world judged and its prince cast out. He says. Think of the prince of this world, Satan, being excommunicated from his own world, the world that he had set up, and geared in rebellion against God, and in hatred against God’s beloved Son, and the great act that he thought would symbolise his triumph became his downfall. Here this glorious Person in His humility as Man accepted the cross, and made it His own. It was the cross man gave Him, but the apostle Paul speaks about the blood of His cross. That is, the Lord Jesus in His manhood was morally great enough to take on the whole thing and turn it to God’s glory, and to the judgment of everything that was displeasing to God. Ah, what a Person is the Lord Jesus Christ! He says, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out”, and then He says, “and I”—I want to speak to you about that “and I”. 

What does it mean to you? “and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. You may say, That means that all men will be converted. It does not mean that. All are not drawable; certain persons are exposed by the cross; but what the cross, and the presentation of the cross, manifests is whether you are the subject of God’s sovereign work, and whether you can be drawn; that is what is said earlier in the gospel, “No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him” (John 6: 44); these are the persons who are drawn to Christ, and in spite of all the shame and ignominy of the cross. Christ is attractive to them. 

The position is very similar to our own day. In spite of the breakdown, in spite of the failure, in spite of the public reproach that attaches to the name of Christ in its vital sense, thank God there are those who are drawn to Him, and He becomes the great gathering centre for such. 

That is why we are here today, because Christ is precious to us, because He is our gathering centre. I often think of those women in John 19, “And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala” (John 19: 25). 

These were persons who were drawn to the crucified Jesus. It is interesting that Paul both in Corinthians and Galatians presents Christ crucified; they needed it; I think we need it, beloved brethren. I think if there is an honest state of heart amongst us today we would readily agree that we need Christ crucified. Paul says, “but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness”, 1 Corinthians 1: 23. These persons could not be drawn to Christ. I think that as there is a presentation of the sufferings of Christ the heart of the true lover is drawn out to Him, and is gathered to Him in a fresh response. 

So these women stood by the cross of Jesus. Mr. Darby says of them that you could not have torn Jesus out of their hearts, out of their affections, such was His place there. One wonders at that because I find that sometimes Christ is very easily displaced in my affections, and things that are hardly worth mentioning seem so important. What really is vital, what really is worthwhile, is the affection that is in your heart for Christ. Could Christ be displaced in your affections? Is there something, or someone, that is dislodging Christ in your affections? It is a sorrowful matter if we are tending to worldliness. Oh may we be preserved from it, beloved brethren! It is the world where Christ was crucified; and if He was here today they would crucify Him again; the fact of the matter is that they are doing it morally, as the word says, “crucifying for themselves as they do the Son of God”, Hebrews 6: 6. It is happening all the time. What does it mean to us? Are we going to rally to this cry of His? Are we going to be drawn to Him? In spite of the humble conditions and the small circumstances, are we going to be attracted to Him, and gathered to Him, and have Him before us as our object that we might be faithful to Him? 

There is a matter that came home to my affections freshly in the past week—that we have a privilege now that we shall not have in eternity, and that is the privilege of being faithful to Christ in the sphere of His rejection. Let us value it, dear brethren, and let us seek the Spirit’s help that our affections might be kept alive and vital for this glorious Person. He says, “and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. Be amongst those that are drawn, that He may become the absorbing object of our affections, the One who fills our hearts constantly, the One who fills our desires constantly. I love that psalm where the psalmist says, “Whom have I in the heavens? and there is none upon earth I desire beside thee”, Psalm 73: 25. Oh that that might be more constantly true of myself! 

One feels that I have been just held by this simple word to appeal to the saints, young and old, that we might not allow our affections to be led away from Christ. There is nothing that could rightly replace Christ in your affections. An idol is a worthless thing. The psalmist says, “eyes have they, and they see not; They have ears, and they hear not” (Psalm 115: 5, 6), and yet it may be that you are giving up Christ for idols, for this world and its empty glory. 

The hymn writer says— 

Were the vast world mine own, 

With all its varied store, 

And Thou, Lord Jesus, wert unknown, 

I still were poor. 

Think of exchanging Christ for the world! The Lord says, “For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?”, Mark 8: 36. What does that mean? I think it means your own personal life with Christ. What would you choose in exchange for that—some part or feature of the world? O, dear brethren, let us be real; let us be on our knees to seek vitality in these days, to capture the spirit that marked a Mr. Darby, a Mr. Wigram, and other men and women of the recovery. I read of a person who was prepared to spend fortunes for the development and spread of the truth. Why? Because of the vitality of love for Christ. Yet there may be some little paltry thing and we would not give it up for Christ. May we be preserved from it! 

These are His own words, “and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. May there be some heart freshly drawn to Christ. 

The poet says— 

Hast thou seen Him, heard Him, known Him? 

Is not thine a captured heart? 

Chief among the thousands own Him, 

Joyful choose the better part. 

What has stripped the seeming beauty 

From the idols of the earth? 

Not the sense of right, nor duty, 

But the sight of peerless worth. 

No sense of duty will capture a heart for Christ, it is His own beauty, His own holy worth, His own preciousness; the love of Christ as He hung on Calvary for your sake and mine; surely that would be enough to capture our hearts now and eternally. The writer goes on to say— 

‘Tis the eye that looked on Peter, 

‘Tis the face that Stephen saw, 

‘Tis the heart that wept with Mary 

Canst alone from idols draw. 

Christ must draw, or nothing will. How He loves! and He would appeal that He might gain our love freshly; that whatever might be tampering with our affections might be discarded; as the prophet says, “thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth—Out!”, Isaiah 30: 22. Oh that we might be helped, beloved brethren, to discard any unreal matter which would hinder our vital and living affections for Christ. I believe He has appealed to us in the ministry today, and one would seek grace to add a word as to it. 

When we come to John 20 Jesus is not speaking about being lifted up, but He says, “I ascend”. The disciples went back to their own home, but there is a woman here whose heart could not do without Christ, even the very words of angels could not console her. Two angels in white garments speak to this woman, but they had no message for an inconsolable heart; there was nothing that could meet her affections but the Lord Jesus Himself. Oh that my heart were like that, satisfied with nothing but Christ. Then it says, “Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing there, and knew not that it was Jesus”. The Lord Jesus speaks to her and He calls her by name. Perhaps He would do that today in the simplicity of this word, reaching into that heart of yours that was once alive with affection for Him. It may have become rather obscure but perhaps the Lord would address you by your own personal name, and because of your own personal worth to Him, and, like Mary, it may be that you will turn round. Oh that there might be a turning round! I remember a beloved brother, now with the Lord, giving a word at a burial meeting many years ago on this verse. He said, The glory of the position is that Mary’s back was now to the tomb and her face to the Saviour. Oh that your back might be to this world and your face turned brightly towards the Saviour! 

Then He has a message for her, He says, You cannot touch Me, Mary; you have known Me here in a holy relationship; all that is over now, “I ascend”. Think of the spirit of the ascending Man; that is what is needed, beloved brethren; we need to be in the faith of ascension. You will remember the words of the sons of the prophets after Elisha had received the double portion of the spirit of Elijah, the man who had gone up. They said, Perhaps he is cast upon some mountain, or into some ravine; let us send out a search, we are well equipped with all these men and plenty of resources. They were just like the Corinthians, plenty of human resource but no faith of the ascension. Elisha says later, I told you not to go. He knew they would not find Elijah, and even had they found him, what difference would it have made? because they did not believe anyway; they had not the faith of ascension. But this woman had the faith of the ascension—

“I ascend”. Think of the view of the Man, not now being lifted up on a cross of shame, but a Man ascending to eternal glory, to fill God’s heart and to fill it constantly, as He does at this very moment. He says, in effect, to Mary, I am going to another sphere, and your link with Me henceforth is going to be in relation to that other sphere. I am going to transfer your affections from earth to heaven. That is really, I think, the glory which Paul’s ministry opens up, the glory of the great truth of Christ in a fixed and final position, and what the Lord Jesus indicates to Mary is really the position of the assembly as related to the ascended Man. 

There was wonderful adjustment in Mr. Taylor’s time when it was shown clearly that the ground of the assembly is not merely resurrection, it is heavenly, it is ascension, that is, the assembly is associated with a Man who is filling the presence of God in fixed and final conditions. Oh what rapture it is to the heart to speak of it in this way! He says, “Go to my brethren”; He links them with Himself; “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. It is the glory, and scope, and greatness of God in revelation, and man in relation to it, answering to it. We sometimes say something that is quite faulty; we say, Well, the answer to the revelation will be complete; but it is complete; it is complete in Christ. 

There is no principle of evolution in Christianity; we come into something that is absolutely complete because Christ has revealed God and He Himself answers to the revelation. The Man has arrived in all His glory, arrived in all His perfection, and He is answering completely to God known in revelation, and you and I, through divine grace, are brought to have part in that. 

It is a wonderful thing, the glory of divine revelation. God had been known in various ways. I suppose there are four main disclosures about God in the Scriptures. First is that He is the Almighty God; He says He appeared as the Almighty God to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That would be a glorious thing to know, God as the Almighty God. Then He says to Moses, By my name Jehovah was I not known, and that is the next great disclosure; Jehovah is His redemptive name (Exodus 6: 2, 3). It is a wonderful thing to know God as the Almighty, just as Abraham and Isaac and Jacob knew Him, but you can also know God redemptively in Christ. In the world to come He will be known as the Most High. His supremacy will be shown over every power that has ever existed in this world; and you too can know Him in such a way. Then our own day is the greatest of all when God is known as Father, wonderful name of grace, wonderful name of relationship. The Lord Jesus is introducing Mary, and through Mary introducing others, into this glorious light. Not only the light, beloved brethren, but the joy and power of it. Oh may our affections be touched by these things, that we might be faithful to Christ in the day of His public rejection, and that our hearts might beat true to Him and be loyal to Him. There is nothing so loyal as love, and that is what Christ is appealing for, and not only that, but He would engage and absorb our affections with the glory of a whole revealed system of things—Himself the centre as a glorious Man in the presence of God. 

The main exercise at this time, beloved brethren, is to appeal that we might allow our affections to be aroused for Christ. I believe He Himself is in the appeal, making known His longings for our affections. May none of us fail to respond to that appeal in love and in affection, and in faithfulness, as long as the Lord Jesus leaves us here. For we await His return. It will be very 

soon, and therefore I believe what one has said at this time is quite important. If the world is allowed to encroach any further it could destroy everything; it must not be allowed to interfere with what is precious to Christ in your heart and in mine. May we be preserved from it. I am not speaking legally, or Pharisaically, but in simplicity on behalf of the Lord Jesus, because believe He would appeal for our affections. Why should He do that? It is because He values them. The Lord Jesus prizes your affections, and He prizes mine. May He bless the word. 

Address at Birmingham
12 September 1986 

 


Scripture references

John 12:27-33 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again. [29] The crowd therefore, which stood [there] and heard [it], said that it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to him. [30] Jesus answered and said, Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours. [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. [33] But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die.

John 20:10-18 (JND) [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her.

Revelation 3:15 (JND) [15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot.

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:28 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things.

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

John 15:24 (JND) [24] If I had not done among them the works which no other one has done, they had not had sin; but now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father.

Revelation 11:8 (JND) [8] and their body [shall be] on the street of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.

John 6:44 (JND) [44] No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 19:25 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.

1 Corinthians 1:23 (JND) [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness;

Hebrews 6:6 (JND) [6] and have fallen away, crucifying for themselves [as they do] the Son of God, and making a show of [him].

Psalms 73:25 (JND) [25] Whom have I in the heavens? and there is none upon earth I desire beside thee.

Psalms 115:5-6 (JND) [5] They have a mouth, and they speak not; eyes have they, and they see not; [6] They have ears, and they hear not; a nose have they, and they smell not;

Mark 8:36 (JND) [36] For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?

Isaiah 30:22 (JND) [22] And ye shall defile the silver covering of your graven images, and the gold overlaying of your molten images; thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth: Out! shalt thou say unto it.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Exodus 6:2-3 (JND) [2] And God spoke to Moses, and said to him, I am Jehovah. [3] And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as the Almighty God; but by my name Jehovah I was not made known to them.



THE SALVATION OF GOD

S. McCallum 

Luke 3: 3–6 

I want to speak about “the salvation of God”, as John the baptist refers to it. It is a wonderful expression. We can thank God for the salvation which has been so wondrously provided through the work of redemption on the cross and the way the Lord went into death, came out of death, and ascended into glory—exalted by God as a Prince and a Saviour, made both Lord and Christ. What a wonderful message the gospel of God contains! Earlier in this gospel there was another man who was greatly affected by the salvation of God—Simeon, “a man in Jerusalem”. When he received Jesus the Babe into his arms he blessed God and said, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”, Luke 2: 29–32. 

Simeon was a remarkable man, imbued with the power of the Spirit. So he puts the Gentiles first, whereas the apostles in the ordinary way would have put Israel first, because Israel had such a remarkable place in the ways and counsels of God; but Simeon was so much in the current of God’s thinking. It is a wonderful thing to be in the current of God’s thinking. There are a few persons in the beginning of Luke’s gospel who were in that current. Luke himself was in the current of God’s thinking; Mary was in the current of God’s thinking; Elizabeth was in it, and also Anna the prophetess. Anna spoke of Christ to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem. But Simeon was the one who had the Gentile world supremely before his view, and he mentions the Gentiles first. 

Luke was a remarkable man himself. He wrote this gospel in order that we might be fully and accurately instructed in regard to the truth of it. So he speaks of John the baptist in a way that no other evangelist does—Matthew does not, Mark does not, and John does not. They all refer to John the baptist in certain relations and facets of the truth that he had to do with in his preaching, but I want to refer now to how John the baptist speaks of the different features of the salvation of God. 

He says, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”. Well, that is what the gospel has in mind in every one of our hearts, to prepare the way of the Lord, because in regard to our hearts naturally the Lord does not have a way in them. David says in Psalm 51: 5, “Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, and in sin did my mother conceive me”. Therefore there has to be a remarkable occurrence in our lives, that is, conversion. There has to be a wonderful contact with God, through Christ, in order that the way of the Lord might be prepared and that the Lord might have a right of way in our hearts. He has not a right of way in everybody’s heart. Some people resent the Lord; some people stand in His way. Satan has a way in most hearts—a remarkable thing. 

But the gospel is to prepare the way of the Lord, and the way of the Lord is to make way for God, for God to shine ‘in light divine’, as the poet says, ‘in glory never fading’. That will carry the rise of the millennial day, but the wonderful thing is that, through the gospel, God is working in our hearts to prepare that way now, that He might have the supreme place in our hearts. 

It says, “make straight his paths”. It is a great thing that everything should be straight in connection with the way of the Lord; there is to be no crookedness, no deviation, in regard to the way of the Lord so that He may have full way in our hearts to work out the great thoughts of God in unmatched blessing. What wonderful blessing the gospel has in mind in bringing us under its sway, in bringing in the forgiveness of our sins, and in bringing in justification from our guilt and all that we have committed in the way of sins, for we have all sinned, and come short of the glory of God, according to Romans 3: 23. So John the baptist brings in his gospel in this way and he says, “every gorge shall be filled up”. Thank God for the gorges in any one of us that have been filled up. You know what a gorge is; there are plenty of gorges in this country, and it is a great thing that the gorges should be filled up. You take the woman of Sychar’s well—what a sinner she was! What a gorge there was in her life as she had sunk in the depths of sin as a woman of the city. Instead of finding joy and peace, her life was one of misery, distrust and unhappiness. But think of how that gorge was filled up! She was accustomed to coming to the well and drawing water, but when the Lord spoke to her saying, “Give me to drink”, and spoke of living water, she said, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep—whence then hast thou the living water?”, John 4: 11. She did not realize that she was faced with the Creator of the universe, who could do what no one else could do. She was just thinking of the well naturally. 

That is just like the things of the world. The well is deep, you know. Think of the theatres; the well is deep, and it gets deeper all the time. Think of the night clubs; the well is deep, and it gets deeper all the time. People feel that once they have touched it, they have got to go deeper and deeper; it becomes a habit with them. But the gospel proposes, and the Lord proposes in the gospel, just as John the baptist did, that every gorge shall be filled up. The Lord Jesus said to that woman, who felt the gorge that was in her life, the valley that was in her life, “The water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”, John 4: 14. And the gorge in that woman was filled up. She says, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. What a filling up there was in that woman! She went to the men of the city and said, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?”, John 4: 29. They came and listened to Jesus, and then they told her that they did not need her to tell them any more. They had found the One whom she had found, who was the Christ. The Christ is the One who does everything for God and everything for us. He filled that woman’s soul, filled the gorge that was there. He filled it with water, it was a fountain within her of the living water. 

Well, the Lord intends that through the gospel we should all have the Spirit. The living water is the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit becomes a fountain of living water—a fountain of endless joy, not only for time but throughout eternity. 

And then John says, “Every mountain and hill shall be brought low”. Oh think of the mountains and hills morally in the world today, people who think so much of themselves, who elevate themselves. These mountains need to be brought low. Think of Saul of Tarsus and what a mountain he was, and how he had to be brought low. The Lord appeared in the light above the brightness of the sun and he was brought low—he fell to the earth under the impact of the power that was linked with what shone out of heaven as the Lord converted Saul of Tarsus. 

Then it says, “the crooked places shall become a straight path”. God is able to make what is crooked straight!—a wonderful thing that, how God can affect crooked places. Deborah spoke of the people going by crooked paths (Judges 5: 6). You take the malefactor who was on the cross by the side of Jesus; think of his crooked life. There were two malefactors; one had no use for Jesus and was full of disrespect for Him; but the other one was convicted as to Jesus. He says, “This man has done nothing amiss”, Luke 23: 41. Think of what a crooked life he had led; he was a malefactor, a dying thief. Yet the work of God began in that man as he was affected by Jesus and the way that Jesus spoke, and he says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. Luke 23: 42. In the kingdom of God there will be no crookedness, everything will be straight. Ezekiel shows how all the boundaries of the inheritance will be straight lines. And this crooked place, this crooked, dying malefactor, becomes a straight path, that is. a path that leads to glory, and a path that leads to the supreme blessedness of all that is linked with Christ and our association with Him. The Lord answered his appeal; He said, “Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. You see, there is no time to be lost; procrastination, as has been said, is a thief of time and souls. But that man did not procrastinate, he did not put things off. So many of us put matters off in the things of God. The Lord said to him, ‘ Today shalt thou be with Me in paradise’. 

So it says, “and the rough places smooth ways”. You could have talked to that man and instead of the roughness that had marked him in his crooked life as a malefactor, he would tell you about Jesus and the way that leads to Jesus, the smooth way that leads to Jesus. Then it says, “all flesh shall see the salvation of God”. How wonderful is the salvation of God, that it affects young and old, and rich and poor. The wise preacher of the Proverbs says—“The rich and poor meet together; Jehovah is the maker of them all”, Proverbs 22: 2. There is no difference between the rich and the poor when it comes to the gospel because all have sinned, whether rich or poor, and come short of the glory of God. The rich and the poor are born the same way into the world, and are judged by God to be guilty as passing through this world. 

The rich and the poor fall in the line of battle in the same way when war is waged; the rich and the poor die in the same way. We all have to face death if the Lord has not come. And the rich and the poor will meet together at the great white throne when the books will be opened and sinners will be judged before God. Well, how wonderful the salvation of God is, and that is what one had in mind to refer to, the wonderful changes that come about through the operation of God in the power of the Spirit. May we all be more and more affected by the glory of the gospel in this light, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching in Villa Grove, Ill.
1977




Scripture references

Luke 3:3-6 (JND) [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, [4] as it is written in [the] book of [the] words of Esaias the prophet: Voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. [5] Every gorge shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked [places] shall become a straight [path], and the rough places smooth ways, [6] and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Luke 2:29-32 (JND) [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Psalms 51:5 (JND) [5] Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

John 4:11 (JND) [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water?

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Judges 5:6 (JND) [6] In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths.

Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.

Luke 23:42 (JND) [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom.

Proverbs 22:2 (JND) [2] The rich and poor meet together; Jehovah is the maker of them all.



THE WEDDING GARMENT





A. M. Hayward 

Matthew 22: 11–14 

In Matthew 22 we have the habiliments of the nation. We are not to dress as we like. God was very particular about the dress of His people even the tassels on the garment were specified, Numbers 15: 38, 39. One looks round on the brethren and wonders a little sometimes as to the habiliments—not that one would criticise, but there are things that pain. 

The great feature about the wedding garment is that we disappear and Christ appears. The movements, the deportment, the speech, the manner of life, even the material manner of dress are all to be such as honour the King’s Son; no other habiliments are accepted in the holy nation. Every one of us knows that the natural tendency of our hearts is to endeavour to leave with others a good impression of ourselves; but let it be an impression of Christ and not an impression of ourselves! Books are written on how to leave a good impression of oneself. 

The only impression left by those who are chosen persons, who have come to the marriage feast according to God, as having on the wedding garment, is that they have come to it with this understanding in their hearts that there is only one Person to be made great whilst here on earth, and that is the King’s Son. 

We wait the day when God will fill this scene with the glory and beauty of Christ, but our testimony now is to His excellence; and our deportment, our habiliments—in other words, the wedding garment—are to indicate that our concern is to make great the King’s Son. Great detail is given in the New Testament as to actual dress. How we naturally love to adorn ourselves! If we put on anything that is not necessary for dress, it is adornment, see 1 Peter 3. 

It is calling attention to oneself instead of to Christ. The wedding garment would be the whole exterior as seen in our school, at our business, or in our home life, and in the assembly. 

Our one concern would be to make our Lord Jesus Christ great. 

Christ’s object here was to make nothing of Himself but everything of God; whether it was in His contact with the Jews, or among His disciples, or whether it was amongst wicked men, or whether it was in His teachings and utterances, His one concern was to make God great. 

From ‘The Laws of the Kingdom’, pp.12, 13. 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 22:11-14 (JND) [11] And the king, having gone in to see the guests, beheld there a man not clothed with a wedding garment. [12] And he says to him, [My] friend, how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment? But he was speechless. [13] Then said the king to the servants, Bind him feet and hands, and take him away, and cast him out into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. [14] For many are called ones, but few chosen ones.

Matthew 22 (JND) [1] And Jesus answering spoke to them again in parables, saying, [2] The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who made a wedding feast for his son, [3] and sent his bondmen to call the persons invited to the wedding feast, and they would not come. …

Numbers 15:38-39 (JND) [38] Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue; [39] and it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them; and that ye seek not after [the lusts of] your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye go a whoring;

1 Peter 3 (JND) [1] Likewise, wives, [be] subject to your own husbands, that, even if any are disobedient to the word, they may be gained without [the] word by the conversation of the wives, [2] having witnessed your pure conversation [carried out] in fear; [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; …



THE SISTER

N. T. Meek 

(Based on an actual experience) 

Marked off from all who on that train were trav’lling, 

Clearly distinctive in the crowd and press, 

Her presence indefinable and hallowed, 

Witness to heavenly grace and pureness. 

Untrammelled by the mad extremes of fashion 

And free of vanity and worldly craze, 

Unsought, a condemnation of the world, 

Rebuking, silently, its bent and ways. 

Bringing to notice that quiet sobriety 

That checks the giddy worldling on his way, 

Disclosing solid worth and quiet contentment 

Holds forth the light of Christ’s soon-coming day. 

A station neared, she rose to leave the carriage, 

And eyes looked up; sure, some had been impressed, 

And envied her deliverance from worldly aim

Sighed for such peace of mind and quiet rest. 

She left the coach, left also an impression. 

Fast on its journey rocked the noisy train, 

Yet still her presence lingered in the carriage, 

The vision stayed—and went—and came again. 

Such is the power which quietly bears witness 

That the believer knows another world, 

Cherishes deep another hope and object, 

Raises a banner, holds it up unfurled. 

See how the world its emptiness discloses; 

Compare her, worldling, with thy hollow choice, 

Great angels marvel at such piety, 

Behold God’s faultless order and rejoice. 

Malvern 

 


MUSINGS

PREPARING OUR WAYS When Jotham became king of Judah at the age of twenty-five it was a critical time. His father, king Uzziah, had, after a good reign, in which he sought God and was prospered, become lifted up with pride. He usurped the service of the priests by offering incense upon the altar and was stricken with leprosy, dying a leper. Now his son Jotham was on the throne. How would he reign? We are told in 2 Chronicles 27 that “he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah” and that he “became strong, for he prepared his ways before Jehovah his God”. 

What a fine expression! He did nothing without consulting his God. Every part of his life, all his plans and arrangements, were “prepared” in the divine presence. Is it like that with you and me? It is a poor life that just drifts from one day to the next; the only safe and wise course is to plan the details, and the general course, of our lives before God. We have the word in Psalm 50: 23, “To him that ordereth his way will I shew the salvation of God”. Thus will He preserve those who walk in His fear. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

2 Chronicles 27 (JND) [1] Jotham was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jerushah, daughter of Zadok. [2] And he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah, according to all that his father Uzziah had done; only he entered not into the temple of Jehovah. And the people still acted corruptly. [3] It was he who built the upper gate of the house of Jehovah, and on the wall of Ophel he built much. …

Psalms 50:23 (JND) [23] Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me; and to him that ordereth [his] way will I shew the salvation of God.



EXTRACTS

If the saints are the members of the body of Christ, formed into one body by the Spirit of God, they are bound to preserve this unity in the bond of peace. They have to refuse everything which would grieve or hinder the Spirit. I cannot confine myself to my own conscience, or to the consciences of those immediately in fellowship with me. Whatever is necessarily incumbent on me, as of the one body, is equally necessary and incumbent on any other member of it as a member … whatever would defile me as a member of Christ’s body, I must regard as defiling to any other member; otherwise I do not understand the unity of the body, and that it is formed by the Spirit of God. If I understand that I am a member of the body of Christ on earth, I feel that I have a claim on every saint on the earth, and every one of them has a claim on me. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 9, p.344) 

“Is not this the carpenter?”, it says (Mark 6: 3). One is moved as one thinks of the Son of God, the Lord of Glory, the Creator and Upholder of everything in the universe; taking a plane, or a saw, or a chisel, and working. These are facts of Scripture, and they are to be taken into our hearts, that He was a real Man; and whilst here about His Father’s business, yet He worked with His reputed father, Joseph, as a carpenter. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 22, p.121) 

If I walk in the Spirit, if my mind is full of Christ, I have no occasion to think of myself at all. If I have not to judge myself, I can think of Him; but if I fail, then I have to humble and judge myself. And the normal state of a Christian is to do all “in the name of the Lord Jesus”. It may be the commonest affairs of daily life, buying and selling, furnishing my house, or dressing my body; but it is a very simple rule and cuts away a great deal. 

J. N. Darby (Collected Writings. Vol. 34, p.302) 

Neither meetings, nor any other instruction, can take the place of divine impressions in the home. What goes on in the meetings will not have moral power if it is not supported in the households of the saints … I do not believe that the oldest man can forget the impressions made upon him by the home piety of his parents. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Deuteronomy’, p.132)
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Scripture references

Mark 6:3 (JND) [3] Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended in him.
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