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INFLUENCE

P. Martin 

Revelation 21: 22–27; 1 Timothy 4: 9–16; Nehemiah 2: 11–18; 3: 1, 2 

I desire, dear brethren, to say a word as to influence. It is something that God has brought in. 

Even in the creation God brought in influence; the influence of the lights, the greater light and the lesser light, that they might rule; even the sea is influenced by the moon. God has established these things. What God did in the creation had man in view. You could think of that in relation to everything that was brought into expression in the creation. God had man in view. Man is not like the rest of the creation, he is distinctive. Even an unconverted man is not like the rest of creation, it is said of man that God breathed into him and he became a living soul, it brings out the distinctiveness of man in the ways of God. You could not say that of a dog or a cat, but it is true of man, he became a living soul. God established the principle of influence in the creation and the principle of rule, and both those thoughts are important in the believer’s history. 

It is a wonderful thing that in this dispensation we are taken up to come under the influence of a heavenly Man; it is a heavenly influence. There is no earthly centre in this dispensation; the disciples had to learn that. They thought that when the dispensation was inaugurated the earthly centre remained. It waited for Paul’s ministry that they should come into the gain of the fact that there was no earthly centre, that God was carrying out His thoughts from heaven. 

That is a wonderful thing that we can, in this present day, come under the influence of the heavenly Man. It says in the Song of Songs, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down” 

(Song of Songs 2: 3). That is the influence of the heavenly Man. How much do we know about rapture in the 

presence of Christ where He is? It is what makes Christianity distinctive that there is a Man glorified in whose presence you and I can have rapture and sit down. How wonderful a Man He is! Do you know Him? You say, I have been breaking bread forty years. So have I, but I ask myself the question. Do you know Him? Do you know what it is to sit under His shadow? The shadow is influence. 

In Acts 5, they brought persons that they might come under the shadow of Peter and receive healing. Peter had influence, it was kingdom healing; that is one thing that marks Peter’s ministry, kingdom healing. He speaks of it in his epistle, “by whose stripes ye have been healed”, 1 Peter 2: 24. What a wonderful Person He is, “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences”, Ephesians 1: 7. Peter brings it in from the point of view of healing, and how much healing is needed. Peter, as no doubt coming under the influence of Christ in the early chapters of the Acts, brings in the principle of influence so that even if his shadow should fall on them, they would be healed. These things are real. Peter had to learn early in his history that it was necessary to come under the influence of the Man in the glory. 

How wonderful and gracious the Lord is! He tested Peter, “lovest thou me more than these?”. 

Peter says, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest”, John 21: 15. The Lord was drawing him away from what had occupied him; it was the ascending Man who was there. While the Lord was ascending in His movements, Peter had descended, he had gone back to his old occupation. 

How like that many of us are, we go back to what had occupied us before we really had a vital link with the Man in the glory. Peter had done that, he said, “I go to fish”. John 21: 3. 

Everything is finished. Have you ever felt like that? Really Peter was saying, Let us just give up and find an easier path. “I go to fish”, I am an expert at that. The Lord had to teach him that he did not even 

know how to fish, that he was dependent on Christ for everything. What a moment when we come to that, that we are dependent on the Lord Jesus for everything. That is what Peter had to learn and he is recovered and restored. What a restoration! Not only was he recovered but he was restored and he confirmed his brethren. 

Well now I have diverted a little but the influence of the heavenly Man was known by Peter and it is to be known by ourselves, if we are to be kept here. We are to know what it is to come under His shadow and have rapture, to be entirely absorbed with nothing else but Himself. How glorious that that is open to us by the Spirit to enter into the presence of Christ and to know nothing but Himself, His own beauty, His own perfection, His own perfect righteousness in which we are accepted before God, all there is shining in one blessed Man. 

Unless I prove it I shall be unstable in the scene of the testimony. 

I have read in Revelation 21 because the assembly is a vessel of influence. It will come out to be seen to be so publicly. Today is the day of testimony, the testimony of the grace of God. 

Then there will be an influence over the earth in the world to come. This vessel in which we have part is so great and glorious. I would love to have a greater sense of what the assembly is in the divine sight. The assembly is the greatest thing next to divine Persons. You say, Well but we are in small conditions and things are so weak and limited. How true that is from man’s side, but I would say to you, dear brother or sister, ask the Spirit of God to show you what the assembly is from the divine side, get a view of what the assembly means to divine Persons, and see the glory that is resident in this vessel, a glory that has been formed in the present dispensation and will shine in the coming one. You say, Formed in these conditions? 

Yes, in the conditions in which we are now, in the lives of men and women here, in local companies, with maybe only four or five gathered together, but still there is 

something being formed that is going to shine eternally, and shine millennially. It will shine as having the glory of God—what a triumph, what a vessel! 

It says where we read, “And I saw no temple in it; for the Lord God Almighty is its temple”. 

There will be no need for a temple; the earthly Jerusalem will have a temple. While this city is coming down out of heaven, she is not sent, she is coming in her own dignity as united to Christ. How glorious it is, she is coming down to display the greatness of all that God has wrought in His greatest thoughts. She is coming down to display the light that God has bestowed in her. That is a wonderful touch, “the Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb”. How accessible He will be, how close in the millennial day the presence of the Lamb will be known; He will be the temple. Every outshining of divine light will flow from that blessed Person. Dear brethren, we are about to enter into these eternal conditions. We shall be in eternal conditions when we are caught up to have our part in its fulness in this wonderful city, but the city itself will shine in the millennial day. It is coming down, although it will not actually come to the earth. Her testimony on the earth will have been completed, that is in this dispensation, and she will have been taken to heaven. Then she will come down out of heaven and will cast an influence over the earth. The whole of the earth will come under the influence of this wonderful city. 

It says, “And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it; for the glory of God has enlightened it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb”. Everything in it is derived from divine Persons, there is nothing that has originated with man, all that will have been removed, as it has been morally in the death of Christ. It will shine in its glory and everything that it needs it will find in divine Persons. What a wonderful city. That is true of the assembly today, it is true of the local assembly, that there is nothing of man that it 

needs. What is of man hinders the outshining of the glory of what the assembly is. 

The assembly derives everything from divine Persons and it will shed its influence over the earth. “And the nations shall walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory to it”. How they will bring their glory to it we are not told. They will not enter into it, but they will bring their glory to it. They will find in the assembly such an outshining that they have never seen before, the glory and the grandeur of it, enlightening the whole earth, and the kings of the nations will bring their glory to it. The earthly Jerusalem will be influenced by the heavenly Jerusalem. The earthly Jerusalem referred to in Ezekiel has a temple but in the heavenly Jerusalem there is no temple, it is divine Persons Themselves. The mind of God will be fully expressed in that wonderful city which will shed its influence over the whole earth and men will walk by its light. You say, Well this all sounds very wonderful but we are not in it. But we are; it is wonderful, dear brother and sister, and we are in it. I trust you have a part in it. What we are touching now in character is the same as what will shine in the world to come. It is the same character of glory, the glory of God enlightening it. It is the same character of glory, so that even now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. Think of the greatness of the influence, even heavenly beings, in the present day affected by the wisdom of God shining in the assembly. 

Dear brethren, we have been called to great things, not to little things. This is not a small thing; it is a cube. It is as high as it is wide, and the breadth is the same as its length. Think of the substantial character of it and there, in the midst of it, the Lamb is known. God will find delight in that city coming down out of heaven from Himself. He will find delight in it enlightening the whole universe and showing what God has wrought in a 

creature vessel that has been formed under His own sway and secured according to His own purpose. I would love, if I were able, to go on to speak a little more as to it. The principle of eternal life will cover the earth in the world to come. The actual enjoyment will have been known in those who comprise the assembly but the principle of it will remain upon the earth. 

Men will build a house and they will not die before it is built and a man’s life will be the same as a tree. You get these references in the prophet and they bring out the principle of eternal life. We, through wondrous grace, form part of the greatest thing that God ever had in His thoughts; there is nothing like it. If we had been called to have our part in Israel’s blessing, that would have been precious, but we have been called to have part in what is infinitely greater than Israel’s blessing and which Israel knows nothing about. But you and I, beloved brother and sister, because of the indwelling of the Spirit, can know what it is to have our part in a vessel that in itself is beyond what man could ever conceive. 

Now I come to Timothy who was to be an influence, and we are all an influence. It is important to remember that. You meet some brethren and they lift you up in your spirit, exercise you in your conscience, but lift you up in your spirit. Some of us may depress the brethren, we are an influence. Some brethren are always looking upward, some are always looking down. Whatever way, we can be an influence for good, or we can be an influence for bad, for a hindrance. Now Timothy was to be an influence for good—he was a young man. 

Paul speaks to him in the next epistle of his history, and how God had gone back in his history before Timothy was born. God does that, you know—He is so interested in you, dear brother and sister, that God goes back in your history before you were born. He speaks of the faith that was in Timothy’s grandmother and in his mother. Now some of us have had the privilege of being brought up under believing parents, parents in whose hearts faith had operated. A mother had been an influence, it is an 

important part of what we are speaking of, that mothers are to have a right influence in the household. Mothers teach the young ones to pray. That is often the case; fathers are at work and the mother teaches the little one to pray. That is an influence for good. I can remember my mother doing that, and I thank God for it. Dear young person, you may remember your mother teaching you to pray and maybe sing at your bedside, hymns that we do not sing in the meeting perhaps, but they leave an impression upon you. If your mother did that you can thank God. Timothy’s mother would have done something like that I am sure, and his grandmother too; faith had been in them. 

It is like Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, they lived together. It says of Abraham, “having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise”, Hebrews 11: 9. 

He had been an influence, how much Jacob must have learned from Abraham. I think he died when Jacob was about fifteen years old but they lived together in tents, and Abraham’s influence as a man of faith would have had an effect on Jacob. It did not have any effect on Esau. It is a wonderful privilege, dear young brother or sister, if you have been brought up in a believing house, and your mother has not only prayed with you and your father prayed with you, but they have been praying for you too. 

Well all that lies behind what we are saying and now Timothy was to take things on. Paul writes to him, “we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. Enjoin and teach these things. Let no one despise thy youth”. How was Timothy going to effect that? “Let no one despise thy youth”. Was he going to tell older men that they must respect him? I do not think so. I think Timothy in his behaviour among the saints, in his conduct, in his manner of life, would have given older men a cause to respect him. Paul sent him to Corinth; there were kings at Corinth, but I am sure that Timothy’s presence there 

would have caused the most to respect him. There was something about a young man who was living soberly and piously that would have had an influence at Corinth; Paul sent him there for that very reason. Now each of us is to be conscious that we are exercising an influence over others, so he says, “be a model of the believers”. That was what Timothy was to be, he was to demonstrate in himself what the believer’s pathway really was to be. He was to be a model of the believers. Paul speaks of having been something similar, “a delineation of those about to believe”, 1 Timothy 1: 16. He had set out the truth in himself; the greatest service that anyone can render the saints is to set the truth out in themselves. Paul had done that and he is encouraging Timothy to do the same thing here. He says, “be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”. The wide scope of this exhortation is laid upon Timothy. The Lord Jesus would lay things on each one of us. 

We shall come in a moment to Nehemiah, but it was not laid upon Nehemiah as it was with Timothy. It was in his heart. God put it in his heart, but here it is being laid upon Timothy as a responsibility for Timothy to carry it out. There are the two sides in the believer’s history. 

There is what the Lord lays upon us and it is our responsibility to answer to it. There is also the side in which He put things in our heart and it is love for Him that moves us to respond. 

He says, “Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching”. Give yourself to it, I would that I had done it more, and I expect all of us have heard brothers say that. I would appeal to my younger brethren to do it, to give yourself to reading, to exhortation and to teaching—give yourself to it. That means it becomes your way of life. A man in the world gives himself to sport, he devotes his whole life to it. Paul is saying to Timothy, you give yourself to these things. The reward is great. Do not do it for the reward, but the reward is great. Do it because you love the Master, that you might please Him who has enlisted you. 

That is the character of Paul’s exhortations to Timothy “that he may please him who has enlisted him” (2 Timothy 2: 4); do it to please the Master. 

So he says, give yourself to these things. A time will come when you will not take in what you read, and that time comes quicker than you think. I say to you, do not waste the time, take it up and give yourself to these things. It says later, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”. That is a link with the Lord Jesus. If you trace the footnote back you find that the same expression was used in Luke’s gospel as to the Lord Jesus, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” Luke 2: 49. Even as a young boy of twelve, He was occupied in His Father’s business; it was His life. Dear brother and sister, may it be yours to “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all”. Now as I say that was laid on Timothy, and it is laid on each one of us to take it up. 

When you come to Nehemiah it says, “I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me—but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem”. Why did God put it in Nehemiah’s heart? He put it in Nehemiah’s heart because Nehemiah felt things as God would have him feel them. He felt the breakdown, he wept; men around him, even the king knew that Nehemiah was feeling the breakdown. O, dear brethren, how we are to feel the breakdown! We have had a sober part in it; perhaps one of the greatest parts of the breakdown in Christendom has been our part but we are to feel it. The breakdown began not in 1960, 1970, 1980, the breakdown began in Paul’s lifetime. How Paul felt it, how Timothy was to feel it, how John felt it, and we are to feel it, that immediately the assembly was seen in its pristine glory the enemy did all he could to overthrow it. Publicly he caused that it should be in ruins but in its essential character it remains ever the same; but we should feel the public ruin. 

The king said to Nehemiah, “Why is thy face sad?” Nehemiah 2: 2. We go through this scene, dear brethren, but we are not entering into the frivolities of it. The believer’s part is not in that. I was in a hotel this week and I was appalled by the behaviour of men. The world is frivolous to the extreme, Why? Because the One who has been rejected has no place there. 

Nehemiah felt it, and we are to feel what has come in in Christendom, but we shall only feel it as we understand what is normal from the divine side. We shall never know what the breakdown is if we have never seen the assembly in its dignity and excellence. So God put it in his heart, and God puts things in the hearts of men who are feeling things with Him, and He would put it in your heart. 

It was put in Nehemiah’s heart to build the wall. You say, How could one man build the wall of Jerusalem? Nehemiah did not ask that question. If God put something in his heart, God would see that he carried it through. He would give him the strength to do it. Immediately Nehemiah sets himself to the work you find that persons are rallying to it. That is a great thing, dear brother and sister, if you move out of affection for Christ as a feeling person others will rally immediately to the building of the wall. There is that in the saints that will always rally, and there is that in testimony man-ward that will be affected. There was that here, persons affected by what Nehemiah had committed himself to do, and they rise up in opposition, but there were those who rallied to the work immediately. They saw Nehemiah at the work and they said they would join in. They put their backs into the work. It is a moment to put our backs into the work; there is much to be done. We are at the end of the day and the work has still to be completed. It calls for men who are prepared to stand up and put their backs into the work, to be affected by what others have done. “Remember your leaders”, it says, “and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith”, Hebrews 13: 7. 

Think of the men who have gone before us, who devoted their lives to the Lord and to His interests. It is incumbent upon lovers of Christ to take it up and to carry on with the work. 

So Nehemiah does that. It says, “And Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they built the sheep-gate. They hallowed it, and set up its doors; and they hallowed it even to the tower of Meah, to the tower of Hananeel. And next to them”. You go right through this whole list of persons who built, persons who were not used to taking up bricks and mortar, like goldsmiths, refined people used to dealing in intricacies; they came up and put their hands to the work and they built the wall. That is a link with the scripture we began with in Revelation because one thing that characterises the city is the wall. It says it is a great and high wall. I have often wondered about that. If you think of the city as twelve thousand stadia high, the wall was very small, but the scripture says it is a great and high wall. It was a necessary part of the city that showed the glory of divine administration in its purity. Here Nehemiah has in his heart to build in relation to what would be suited for the service of God, and for the maintenance of the purity of what was here for Christ. Now those two things go together. If there is to be an answer to God in service, as there is and we thank God for it, it is dependent on there being the maintenance of what is suited to His presence. 

Nehemiah realises that and he sets up the doorkeepers and the singers. The doorkeepers and singers have to be one in our local companies; if there is to be a true response Godward there must be faithfulness in the door-keeping so that there is what is suited in the city. In the world to come there will be nothing unsuited in the city, but in the scene in which we are there is to be what is suited in the city. It is not our city, it is not our local assembly; it is Christ’s, and what is there must be for Him and suited to Him in love. 

Now, am I going to take it up and, in taking it up, am I going to influence my brother that he might put his hand to the work alongside of me so that the wall might be built? Men that built over against their house, that is you in your local company and I in mine, building over against our house. Our houses are to be in keeping with what is built in the wall. We are to be an influence, each of us, and to be an influence for good, to be a model of believers. The Lord will have to say to it if I am not building in a constructive way, for all must be in the light of what will come out in display. The city will shed its light, the outshining of God through it. May the Lord help us in these things to commit ourselves to what is so infinitely precious, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Manchester
18 March 2000 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 21:22-27 (JND) [22] And I saw no temple in it; for the Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb. [23] And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it; for the glory of God has enlightened it, and the lamp thereof [is] the Lamb. [24] And the nations shall walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory to it. [25] And its gates shall not be shut at all by day, for night shall not be there. [26] And they shall bring the glory and the honour of the nations to it. [27] And nothing common, nor that maketh an abomination and a lie, shall at all enter into it; but those only who [are] written in the book of life of the Lamb.

1 Timothy 4:9-16 (JND) [9] The word [is] faithful and worthy of all acceptation; [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. [11] Enjoin and teach these things. [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood. [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

Nehemiah 2:11-18 (JND) [11] And I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. [12] And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem and there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon. [13] And I went out by night by the valley-gate, even toward the jackal-fountain, and to the dung-gate; and I viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were in ruins, and its gates were consumed with fire. [14] And I went on to the fountain-gate, and to the king's pool; and there was no place for the beast under me to pass. [15] And I went up in the night through the valley, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the valley-gate and returned. [16] And the rulers did not know whither I went or what I did, for I had not as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. [17] And I said to them, Ye see the distress that we are in, that Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. [18] And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me; as also of the king's words which he had said unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. And they strengthened their hands for the good [work].

Nehemiah 3:1-2 (JND) [1] And Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they built the sheep-gate. They hallowed it, and set up its doors; and they hallowed it even to the tower of Meah, to the tower of Hananeel. [2] And next to them built the men of Jericho. And next to them built Zaccur the son of Imri.

Song of Solomon 2:3 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

John 21:15 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs.

John 21:3 (JND) [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Hebrews 11:9 (JND) [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise;

1 Timothy 1:16 (JND) [16] But for this reason mercy was shewn me, that in me, [the] first, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him to life eternal.

2 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Nehemiah 2:2 (JND) [2] And the king said to me, Why is thy face sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sadness of heart. And I was very sore afraid.

Hebrews 13:7 (JND) [7] Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith.



VALUATION OF OUR BIRTHRIGHT

E. O. P. Mutton 

Genesis 25: 29–34; 1 Peter 2: 4–7; Ephesians 1: 13, 14; Philippians 2: 19–21 

I seek help to say a word about valuation. We have been speaking in the reading about the greatness of the things that God has prepared for those that love Him; the calling with which we have been called; the place of nobility and the throne of glory we have been made to inherit. We also considered the suited response in those who are affected by such things. I would like to say a little more about what will affect that response. Practically, it is a presentation of the greatness of these things by which God would attract our hearts into them. 

It is the work of God in our souls that gives us to value them as we should. 

I have particularly this first scripture in mind; a man who did not value his birthright. Now, beloved brethren, we have a tremendous birthright. I speak of ‘we’ as those who have been brought up among the 

things of God. We have a tremendous birthright in the Scriptures themselves. Not only the way they have been written and given to us, but the way they have been preserved to us. 

There are men and women who have died to secure the availability of the Scriptures. Near where we live there is a village, and there is a plaque there to a young man of eighteen who was burned at the stake because he refused to stop reading the Scriptures. There has been a line from the day of Pentecost of persons who have been committed, some of them losing their lives from Stephen onwards. I am assured that there are some even in this day who are actually losing their lives for the sake of the gospel. We should remember them in our prayers; men who seek to serve their fellow men, to bring the good news of the Lord Jesus to men, and suffer for it. It is a work that goes on in various parts of the earth, and there is a thirst for the truth too. Looking down a list of where the written ministry is sent—Korea, India, China, Africa there are persons there who value, according to the light they have, the birthright that God has given them. A little girl of eight wrote me a letter from Ghana, and started it, ‘To one who has love for my Saviour Jesus Christ’. How much light she has I do not know. Obviously someone has placed that in her heart; there is a work going on, and it is persons who value their birthright. What concerns me is whether I value the birthright I have. 

We have this long line of men who have served God, men who have been faithful, men whose names we know, Luther and Wycliffe, for example. These men have suffered for the truth, and have been faithful to it; men for whom we should be thankful. Mr Darby said of Luther, ‘I see in Luther an energy of faith for which millions of souls ought to be thankful to God, and I can certainly say I am! (Collected Writings Vol. 7, p.205). These are men who valued their birthright, they were not prepared to sell it even in a moment of extremity. Some, alas, did fail, and that is like us all. You and I have 

been brought up in an area where the light of God’s glad tidings, the light of the truth, especially the truth of the assembly, is treasured. The only work that is going on in the present day is assembly formation. You might see a man standing on a street corner preaching the gospel, preaching the truth, that is assembly material. You see others who seek to visit people in hospital to speak of Jesus, that is assembly material. We have the light of that among us in doctrine, it is part of our birthright, and because many of us have come positionally into these things easily, we might tend to value them lightly. 

Now I was brought up in fellowship, as we speak, and we can thank God for Christian parents and Christian households. I often rebelled against it and could not understand the seeming restraints in it; but a Christian household is part of your birthright, dear young brother and sister, and we should value it. God has placed you in a locality, and that is part of your birthright, where practical fellowship and the enjoyment of the truth can be known. Part of your birthright too is the knowledge of the way God has wrought, and has brought us into this wonderful calling, and you may feel that that is something that you can dispense with lightly. Can I appeal to everyone here, young and old, Do not throw away your birthright; do not sell it. Esau remained the firstborn even though he sold the right to it. You cannot lose what God has made you in His grace. If your faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ you cannot lose that; you will be with Him, when you are taken or when He comes, but you can despise your birthright. It says here, “Thus Esau despised the birthright”. Can I appeal to all of us to sit down soberly, and consider whether we value where God has placed us. If you value something highly you will be committed to it, and you will seek to preserve the things that belong to it. If you do not value something then you will let it go easily. You and I, beloved brother and sister, have no more right to these things than anyone else, believer or unbeliever, but God in His grace has given us this birthright. God does not 

wish that any should perish, but you have been given a birthright, you have been brought up in a Christian home and among Christian company. 

Our flesh is no different from the flesh that is in others in the world. One of the Lord’s servants said that there are more sins committed in the mind than in actions. Read what the Lord Jesus says in the gospels, as to certain sins, it is not the action, it is the thought. We are capable of the most heinous crimes but for the grace of God. That is where the birthright comes in because God has hedged us round with family. Christian parents who have had us baptised in faith that we might come into the good and gain of that baptism. It places us on ground that is of God. He has placed us in localities among His people where we can enjoy a little of what it means to be set among nobles. That makes nothing of us, nothing of the company, nothing of a position. It makes everything of the God who has done it. It is here for our enjoyment. The great thing in Christianity is to enjoy the things that God has set before us, not to despise them, and not to despise the place where God has put us. I would therefore like to raise exercise with us all as to whether we value our birthright. Just think about the wealth that we have in ministry. Sadly some would belittle the ministry. It is what godly men have contemplated and seen in Scripture as helped by the Spirit. It is not on a level with the Bible, it is not inspired, and those who gave it would be the first to say that it is not inspired. 

If you pick up a book of ministry by one of these dear men, you will see spiritual instincts and spiritual thoughts that God has placed within our birthright, and all that is ours. 

Then there are the spirits of just men made perfect. You think of what has entered into the testimony, what has been left here. Think of what we have in our hymn books. It is two hundred years since Mr. Darby was born, and he has been with the Lord for well over one hundred years, yet we still use his hymns and those of others in 

the service of God. That is part of the birthright. We have the tunes too that have been composed suitable to be sung in the service of God. Many of the composers are no longer with us; either not with us in body, or sadly not with us in current Christian fellowship. These are things that form part of this birthright that we have, and we need to value them. Do not let them become a matter of flippancy or casualness. Casualness is one of the marks of the present age. Do not let it become a characteristic feature among us. Do not treat the meetings casually. Do not treat the people of God casually. God values them and He will not tolerate a casual or dismissive attitude about His people. There are men in Scripture who suffered loss because of an unguarded word against the people of God. God will not have it. 

So I would like to raise this question as to whether you would sit down and consider the heritage you are in positionally. You may not appreciate it yet, you may be kicking against it, as many of us have done, thinking it is very restricted and thinking that it is really stopping you doing what you would like to do. We spoke of Daniel’s exercises about the king’s delicate food. Delicate food it was, education and that kind of thing. It may be right in its place, but do not let it spoil your valuation of the birthright. Remember something that I think many of us have proved, that the higher you go in the world the nearer you get to the god of it. I think many of us are finding increasingly that the very atmosphere in commerce is not conducive to the things of God. The beggarly principles of the world by which the world is increasingly operating are not part of our birthright and are certainly not the way things should operate among the people of God. There is an altogether different way among the people of God and that stems from God Himself. The way God has come out to us is the way things are going to be carried on. The way God has established His righteousness in Christ is the way things are going to be carried through. The place He has given 

to Christ and the place He has given to the believer in Christ are things God wants replicated in the testimony, but it all starts by valuing your birthright. 

I nearly started with the scripture in Peter because I want to say a little about the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. But in our experience many of us have some idea of the birthright before we really come to an appreciation of the Lord Jesus. Perhaps having been brought up in a Christian home but not yet knowing the Saviour, not having come to see preciousness in the Lord Jesus. If you want to value the birthright rightly you will need to come to an appreciation of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. Peter says here, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. You think of finding preciousness in the One whom God finds precious. Notice that comes first here. “Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious”. 

What preciousness God finds in Christ! Would you not find preciousness in One who did everything your will required—“Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. What preciousness God finds in Christ! What a place He has given Him! Believers belong to a Man who has been crowned with glory and honour; a Man who is coming to reign; a Man who is going to be wondered at in all who believe; a Man who is going to be the centre of everything for God eternally. Now, what can compare with that in this world? You say, This is the gospel. Yes, it is and none the worse for that. I am more and more convinced in my own experience that getting away from the gospel is where I start making mistakes. God has given Christ a place of tremendous exaltation, having finished that work which has satisfied God. It says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. It is what God thinks of that work that gives believers the certainty of our position before God. 

Then Peter says, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. How precious is the Lord Jesus to you? Is He increasingly precious? In relation to God’s 

appreciation of Jesus that is absolute, with ours it is something that increases day by day. If you read the early chapters of Acts you will find that Peter preached mainly about the resurrection, the power of God in raising the Lord Jesus from the dead. I think the thought of preciousness is something that came with maturity. In Acts 1 Peter speaks of the precious blood, far more precious than gold or silver; he came to that, maybe it took time to sink into Peter’s soul. He was occupied in early Acts with the reality of a Man out of death, glorified and ascended. How he preached that! You young men, seek grace from God to be helped in preaching the gospel. It is not to make anything of you. It is what God has asked us to do, to proclaim the word. He needs persons who can do it in their lives and also in the rooms. Seek grace that God may help you in the preaching of the word, so that the saints might be encouraged and that their consciences might be constantly kept soft in relation to the great things of God. Very largely in our rooms it is the saints who listen to it. They need to increase in their sense of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. When you are asked to preach you do not need a subject; God has chosen the subject, it is Christ. You need an impression of the glory of Christ to present in the preaching. 

Remember that the testimony is sometimes in what you say, always in what you are. We may not always have the opportunity to speak, but our testimony to one another, and to others, can be in the simple life that we lead. How many of us have been affected by the sincere and simple life of an old sister in devotedness to Christ. I remember being taken to see an old sister in a little country cottage, with no water or electric lighting, but I do not think I had ever experienced conversation like it. She was housebound, bedridden, but yet she had a life of experience with God. Why? Because to her Jesus was precious. So if you want to value your birthright rightly, you need to increase in your apprehension of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. 

Everything you experience in the Christian household, or in the assembly, stems from the fact that persons love the Lord Jesus. That is why we are together here. I do not know if that is why you came. That is the basis of our gathering that we want to be with those who love the Lord Jesus, and we want to learn more about Him. Make sure you are where the Lord is. 

Make sure you do not jump out of the boat leaving the Lord behind. The waves may be high but if the Lord is there you stay there; not because Mr. So-and-so is there or because Mr. So-and-so is not there, that is never the issue. The issue is, Where is the Lord? Your appreciation of the preciousness of Christ will make you want to be where the Lord is, and if you are exercised the Lord will show you where He is. 

I do not think it is our job to persuade people to come into fellowship. To help them in their exercises, yes, but if someone is desirous of coming into fellowship the Lord will show them where He is. Recruiting campaigns always end in disaster. If a soul is true and wants to know where the Lord is, He will show them. Otherwise persons will be in something positionally and not really have this link of preciousness with the Saviour. There will be persons who are lost eternally, who have broken bread. That is a very solemn thing. Mr. Coates said that there were many with whom he was in fellowship of whose eternal security he was gravely in doubt (Letters, p.10). Breaking bread is not a passport to glory; a link with the Lord Jesus and faith in His work is. Thank God for every person, young and old, who has answered His request as loving Him. It is one proof that Jesus is precious to you that you want to remember Him in the breaking of bread. What preciousness we find as we come to the Lord’s supper and have some experience of His coming in amongst His own. The Supper is part of our birthright. Man has tried to add so much to it, but God has preserved it in its simplicity. Let us keep it that way, and let it increase our appreciation of the preciousness of Christ. 

In Ephesians, I wanted to touch on the preciousness of the Spirit. Do we really value the tremendous gift we have in the Holy Spirit? He is spoken of as the earnest of our inheritance—“sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance”. 

The more we commune with the Spirit the more precious the Spirit will become to us. Do we value the Spirit? You think of a divine Person taking up residence in your heart and mine and remaining there; not leaving us when we pay little attention to Him; not leaving us when we grieve Him or quench Him. How gracious is the Spirit. Let us make more room for the Spirit, personally and in our meetings too. Let us increasingly value the Person of the Holy Spirit. 

What is He doing? He is linking hearts with Christ. He is beautifying and adorning the assembly for the heart of Christ. He is rejoicing with the Lord Jesus in what is being secured. 

He is diligent to maintain us in availability; like the woman in Luke 15, seeking carefully for the lost drachma, the Spirit takes on that character of divine searching; He wants you and me in circulation. Is there anyone here out of circulation? Make room for the Spirit. Make the Person of the Spirit precious to you and you will be back in circulation. That is a great service of the Spirit. It is a wonderful thing, there is a Man glorified in heaven and a divine Person down here. The word “earnest” gives you that impression, that the Spirit wants us in the present enjoyment of these things. The Spirit is not just saying, Well, these are the wonderful things you are going to enjoy. He is the earnest of our inheritance. We read in Romans about groanings that cannot be uttered, the Spirit joining Its help to our weakness in regard to prayer when we do not know what to ask for. What a Friend we have in the Spirit! The Lord Jesus spoke of Him as another Comforter. If Jesus is precious to you, the Spirit will become increasingly precious to you too because He is here, at the behest of the Lord Jesus, to make these things good in our hearts. 

Then finally just a word on Philippians as to our valuation of one another. Here was a man, Timothy, a youngish man we would glean from the Scriptures, and Paul says, “I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”. It is part of valuing the birthright that we value those the Lord has given us. In fact, we should value all the saints. 

We should value all men, they are all precious to God. A few months ago I was going to Glasgow by plane, and there were several people on the plane who were making a nuisance of themselves. The Lord spoke to me because as I sat there saying to myself, I thank Thee I am not as other men, I thought, God wants these men. Much trouble they were causing, they were using bad language and blaspheming and so on, and eventually they were put off, it came home to me that we may often say, I thank God I am not as other men. You may walk down the Kingsway in London and see all those people sleeping in boxes, and perhaps you are unaffected by it; but God wants them, there is a living soul there. How God must feel that! You see a funeral cortege going by; if someone has died in their sins, what must the feelings of God be? He is not willing that any should perish. He does not rejoice at such a death. So we should value every man as fellow creatures of God. 

We should love every believer too, and seek to serve them if we are given opportunity; go with them as far as you can. Maybe there comes a point, as there will be, when you find there is a divergence of heart. We should be available to help any enquiring soul. Why? Because that is what the Lord would do, and that is what the Spirit would do. We need to seek grace to be able to do it in a priestly and sensitive way. I am not advocating promiscuous behaviour or anything like that, but I believe that God puts persons in our way. Have you ever noticed that in your life? You may not go out of your way to find someone, but God makes someone cross your path. It may be someone at work, or someone who asks a question and gives you opportunity; 

and sometimes you get rebuked by your lack of ability to help persons. I tried to help a girl in the office; she wanted to know why I did not agree with official priests, and I was giving what I thought was a good outline of the truth about clericalism. Another girl in the office tapped me on the shoulder and said, Edwin, Brenda needs a Saviour, not a lecture. That put me in my place, and gave me a fresh link with her. 

Then I think this would primarily have a bearing on those with whom we walk. Do we have this genuine feeling how the saints get on? Do you ever ask anyone how they are getting on in their soul? Mr. Walkinshaw used to do that. If you shook hands with him he would say, How are you getting on in your soul? It is genuine feeling how the saints are getting on. Do it with genuine feeling, not as a grand inquisition. If there is one skill needed among us, it is the ability on an individual basis to grapple with one another in our souls. We all get into soul exercise and difficulty; we all go through circumstances which perhaps are only known to us and the Lord. The ability with a shepherd spirit to draw near, to pour in the oil and the wine, to have a beast to carry the burden, and to have an appreciation of the inn, is something in which we need to develop. Let us serve one another because we all need it. It is not because some serve and some are served. There are times when I have needed a service, and there are times when I have thought that God has placed on me the opportunity to help someone; what I have found is that my substance is pretty low. I have gone for the oil and the wine, and I have found that my joy in divine things is not what it should be. Set yourself like Timothy, 

“For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”. 

Now I appeal to us all to be before the Lord as to how we value the saints, especially those with whom He has placed us. Most of us are in companies where that is manageable. I am in a small locality, about eleven of 

us, and it is perfectly possible for me to pray for each one individually on a daily basis. If you cannot sleep at night try praying for your local brethren. See what you can say to God, what genuine feeling you have, especially as to those you do not get on with; take twice as long over them. As you get into His presence, and take the saints into His presence, you will see things as David did, as they are in the sanctuary. God will help you to see things as He sees them. Spread matters out before God with genuine feeling for the saints; not with a motive that you want to be vindicated, nor saying, ‘Please Lord will you put all my brethren right’. 

Do it with genuine feeling that the saints may get into their spiritual inheritance to enjoy the things that really matter, and be free of things that are a hindrance to that. The saints, beloved brethren, are part of our birthright, part of what God has given us to enjoy. 

Do not despise the birthright. It involves the preciousness of Christ; the preciousness of the Spirit, and our valuation of the saints. It involves the great heritage of all that God has given, all that has gone before, the line that goes right back to what God Himself set on in the beginning. The question is, Will I value it or will I despise it? God would help us to value it. 

May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
6 May 2000 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 25:29-34 (JND) [29] And Jacob had cooked a dish; and Esau came from the field, and he was faint. [30] And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with the red the red thing there, for I am faint. Therefore was his name called Edom. [31] And Jacob said, Sell me now thy birthright. [32] And Esau said, Behold, I am going to die, and of what use can the birthright be to me? [33] And Jacob said, Swear unto me now. And he swore unto him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. [34] And Jacob gave Esau bread and the dish of lentils; and he ate and drank, and rose up and went away. Thus Esau despised the birthright.

1 Peter 2:4-7 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner,

Ephesians 1:13-14 (JND) [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Philippians 2:19-21 (JND) [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



EXTRACT

Someone once asked J.N.D. to give him some hints as to the best way to study the Scriptures. 

He replied, I find that when I come to the word in the spirit of a newborn babe I get something. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’, p.125) 
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