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WHERE THE LORD MAY BE FOUND

J. Strachan

Song of Songs 1: 7, 8; Luke 2: 41–46; 22: 7–13, 19, 20 

I want to say a word about where the Lord may be found. From one point of view He may be found in heaven; He is in heaven. But from another point of view He may be found somewhere on the earth. I trust these scriptures will help us as to where He may be found among believers on the earth. Anyone can turn to Him and put their faith in Him as a Man who is glorified in heaven. That is the glory of the glad tidings, pointing us to a Man who is in heaven. Persons can get the gain of salvation, of the forgiveness of sins, of the gift of the Holy Spirit, by putting their faith in that Man who is in heaven at the right hand of God. 

But then another question must arise in the exercises of believers as to where the Lord may be found down here on the earth. “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon”. In typical language, that is like a lover of Christ giving expression to her desires as to where He may be found. Surely every lover of Christ would be interested in knowing where to find Him. I wonder if every lover of Christ in this room has an exercise similar to what is expressed here. Would this be the language of your heart, dear brother, dear sister? If you love the Lord, is this the language of your heart? 

Is this the expression of your desires? She was conscious there was some place where she would find him feeding his flock. There is some place where the Lord provides food for His people. I think every interested lover of 

Christ would want to find where that is. 

John tells us in chapter 10 of his gospel of the beautiful relations between the Shepherd and His sheep. Jesus says, “I am the door—if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved”. We can come by way of Christ and enjoy what it is to be saved. Then we shall “go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. That means we can enjoy the liberty of Christianity and find food for our souls. The Shepherd knows where to lead in the best pastures. Very wonderful relations exist between the Shepherd, and the sheep. He says, “I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine”. Just think of the simple relations between the Lord Jesus and those who believe on Him. The good Shepherd is someone you can trust, that you can have confidence in, and who will lead you into the best pasture. Would you not want to find where that place is? Would not every interested lover of Christ want to know where the Shepherd would lead? He is not driving His sheep. He is leading them. Are you leadable? Are you amenable to the leading of the good Shepherd, the One who has laid down His life for the sheep, who has given everything for us? He wants to lead us into the best pasture in liberty and restfulness, to enjoy the food that He will provide for us. It is a very precious thing to know the simple relations of the Lord Jesus with His own. 

So he says, “My sheep hear my voice”, John 10: 27. Can you discern the voice of the Shepherd as one of His sheep? “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them life eternal”. Are you ready to follow, because you have heard His voice? Not the voice of someone telling you about Him, but have you heard the Lord’s voice? 

He says, ‘My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give them life eternal’. 

Oh the delightfulness of following the Lord Jesus as the good Shepherd, to find that He will give life eternal! He will lead you into an area where He can be known, where the blessedness of the relationships that He wants us to enjoy can be known, the blessedness of relations with others, with the flock, and the relations between the flock and the Shepherd. It is not just an isolated sheep and the Shepherd, but the flock and the Shepherd. How precious that is! There is a place down here on the earth where these things can be known and enjoyed. 

So there is one with this question. She says, “For why should I be as one veiled beside the flocks of thy companions?” An alternative reading to the word “veiled” is ‘roving’—Why should I be as one roving, never coming to settle where the sheep are attended to by the Shepherd? Why should I be in that situation? “Beside the flocks of thy companions”; so near, but just not quite there. Well, the answer is, “If thou know not, thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock”. How gracious the Lord is. “If thou know not”—

Oh, in grace He draws near to us. Maybe we just do not know, or are not too sure. You know, there are others who have found the way, by the footsteps of the flock. Why should not you find it? Why should you still be roving, unattached to the flock? “Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock”. Others have found where the Lord is, others have found the preciousness of what this means, and you may find it too. The Lord would graciously take account of your exercises so that you might locate where He feeds His flock. 

Now Luke, in chapter 2, tells us about certain ones who knew the Lord but had lost Him. It says, “The boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not of it”. They were unaware of 

it for the moment. We can be like that. We can drift along unaware that we have lost the Lord for the present. This scripture would help us about that. “As they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents, knew not of it; but supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together ...” Things were small here; it was “the boy Jesus”. You might say there is not much to lay hold of; and perhaps you have lost contact with Him for a time. We can even suppose, as His parents did here, that He is in the company journeying together. You could be going along, you see, with certain ones and just be supposing that things are all right and that the Lord is there. We can get into a position like that, going along with a certain company assuming that the Lord is there. But have you found Him for yourself? Or at some point have you lost contact? They went a day’s journey with this supposition before they realized that He was not there. We want to have the conviction of things for ourselves; not just be supposing that things are all right, but having the conviction of where the Lord is. 

Then they sought Him among their relations and acquaintances. We may come to realize that our supposition missed the mark. Then we may look for Him among our relations, those who are naturally connected with us, assuming that they will know where the Lord is. Or we may look among our acquaintances. We can move on friendly terms with certain people and assume that we shall find where the Lord is in that way. But one thing we have to learn is that we cannot find where the Lord is on natural or social lines. His parents had to come to that, and we have to learn that lesson. “And not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him”. They had lost contact for one day, and then another three days elapsed and they were still searching. It may take us some time to find 

out where the Lord is. I am not putting a premium on taking time to do it, but, alas, we may find that is so. This scripture just mirrors what our exercises are sometimes. We have lost the Lord and it takes us a little time, and that time is intended to work out in exercise in our souls. 

It is not to be an unexercised time; there were three days in which they were searching for Him. It was not aimless, they were looking for Him because they missed Him. Do you feel the miss of the Lord? I just say that simply; if you love the Lord, do you miss Him? Then are you seeking for Him so that you might find Him? 

Well, they found Him in the temple sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. That is where they found Him, occupied in His Father’s business. Just think of the Lord Jesus being occupied in His Father’s business. If I could reverently say so, there is a divine business going on down here on the earth, what the Lord called His Father’s business. He was occupied with it, and now the Spirit of God is occupied with it. If we are to find Christ, after having lost Him, we shall find Him where there are those whose occupation is in this business. There are plenty of other things to occupy us, but there are persons here on the earth who are occupied with what the Lord is occupied with, the Father’s things, and He will be found in the company of such. 

Now I think there are certain marks given in Luke 22 that pertain to where the Lord is found. 

If we want to find the Lord, I think He gives certain things to guide us. These disciples were sent into the city and the Lord says, “Behold, as ye enter into the city a man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he goes in”. In a great city like 

Melbourne, or any other city, what are you going to look for as you go? There will be plenty of things that men are engaged with, but there is one important thing; “A man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water”. I think that points to ministry in the power of the Spirit, spiritual ministry bringing refreshment from heaven, here amongst persons who need it, ministry from heaven in the power of the Spirit brought through human vessels. The earthen pitcher would not be of much account, but you think of the Spirit of God using such a vessel to convey spiritual ministry that has its source in heaven! Have you ever met a man like that? 

You find that you come in touch with this life-giving stream, and you get refreshment, a living touch in your soul, a touch of life that can only come from heaven. It does not come from the sources of this world at all. This man was there to meet them, part of the Lord’s gracious provision. Have you ever been put in touch with spiritual ministry, coming from the great Administrator in heaven? 

Another thing is that provision was to be made here for the passover. That is an important part of the furnishings where the Lord is. “For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed”, 1 Corinthians 5: 7. Christ our passover; it means that things are regarded in the light of what they have cost Christ. The sacrifice of the passover started in Egypt, where the lamb was to be roast with fire. It was in view of the people of God leaving Egypt. They were to eat it in haste, just ready to leave Egypt. That is to be the attitude of believers here in this world; we are just ready to leave this world. We shall do so literally, but we do so morally as eating the passover. He suffered in such a way. He has been sacrificed. That is to hold our affections; therefore we are to be ready to go out of the world, to go out of it morally now, 

to go out of it literally very soon. 

Then it says, “So that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness”—that kind of thing does not belong to believers—“but with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth”. That is the answer on our side to the passover. Christ has been sacrificed, and our answer to it is that we keep celebrating the feast with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. We are to be marked by sincerity, and we need to be marked by truth. It is possible to be sincere on a wrong line, but as we are marked by truth then we are kept right. 

Our sincerity is thus kept on right lines. Where the Lord is, one thing that you will find existing is the judgment and refusal of evil. I think that is what the passover and the feast of unleavened bread mean. There has been the judgment of evil in the sacrifice of Christ and there is to be the refusal of evil in the souls of believers in correspondence with that. So these are marks of where the Lord is—spiritual ministry and the judgment and refusal of evil. 

Another thing is the Lord’s supper. Luke goes on to that. “And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you—this do in remembrance of me”. This is an appeal of love. Think of the giving of Christ; such giving!—giving that involves His love. He has given everything for us. There could be no greater expression of love than the way that the Lord Jesus has given Himself for, us. 

Love’s response to that is what we do in the Lord’s supper in remembrance of Him. Again Luke says, “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you”—the giving of His body and 

the pouring out of His blood. Oh how that ought to touch our hearts! Hence you look for persons going on with the Lord’s supper out of affection for Christ. That is one of the marks of where the Lord is. I do not say the only one, because the other features mentioned already have to be there too spiritual ministry and the refusal of evil, then persons going on with the Lord’s supper out of responsive affection for Him. 

So it comes back to this—Do we love the Lord? Is our longing desire, “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon”? The Lord wants believers to find such a place, and He is looking for those who love Him to be exercised to find where He is, and to be with Him there. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address in Melbourne
20 April 1985 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions? [8] If thou know not, thou fairest among women, Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' booths.

Luke 2:41-46 (JND) [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him. [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions.

Luke 22:7-20 (JND) [7] And the day of unleavened bread came, in which the passover was to be killed. [8] And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare the passover for us, that we may eat [it]. [9] But they said to him, Where wilt thou that we prepare [it]? [10] And he said to them, Behold, as ye enter into the city a man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he goes in; [11] and ye shall say to the master of the house, The Teacher says to thee, Where is the guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my disciples? [12] And *he* will shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. [13] And having gone they found it as he had said to them; and they prepared the passover. [14] And when the hour was come, he placed himself at table, and the [twelve] apostles with him. [15] And he said to them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer. [16] For I say unto you, that I will not eat any more at all of it until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. [17] And having received a cup, when he had given thanks he said, Take this and divide it among yourselves. [18] For I say unto you, that I will not drink at all of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God come. …

John 10:27 (JND) [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me;

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

1 Corinthians 5:7 (JND) [7] Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed;



JERUSALEM

P. Picq 

Isaiah 62: 6, 7; Luke 2: 25–32, 36–38 

I, too, have been impressed with the thought we had on Lord’s day relative to Jerusalem, and I should just like to add a word by reading these scriptures where we have the thought of Jerusalem. Our brother has said, and rightly, that we could not do great things in the conditions in which we are, firstly because we are not capable of much and then because the conditions are so limited. But I thought of these verses in Isaiah because I suppose there is in them something we can do—“I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace”. I think that means prayer. 

“Ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, and give him no rest”, is something like the parable of the widow and the unjust judge of whom the Lord speaks; she annoyed the judge (Luke 18: 1–8). Well, I wish to speak with reverence, but we have this word in Isaiah, “Give him no rest”. I think that this is something we could all do—myself especially, because I have much time at my disposal; certainly we could all thus use our time, to put Jehovah in remembrance and give Him no rest “till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth”. It is clear that we have here the earthly Jerusalem, as I understand it; but we are waiting for the time of which we read in Revelation 21, when the heavenly Jerusalem will descend out of heaven from God. Well, until that day comes there will be persons whom God has set on the walls of Jerusalem. But they do not keep silence; they are not like sightseers, they are people who pray, who give God no rest by their prayers; not that God has forgotten Jerusalem, but these persons have feelings for God and for Jerusalem and they are praying to God for Jerusalem. 

I thought that we had examples of these persons in Simeon and Anna. We have often spoken of them; they are persons we know well; I suppose we shall have no difficulty in recognising them in heaven. Indeed, I suppose we shall have no difficulty in recognising anyone, but it speaks of those who will shine in the day to come and I think Simeon and Anna will shine; others as well, certainly. But these two were in Jerusalem, that is specified, in very obscure conditions. “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem”, an old man, “whose name was Simeon”. I do not want to speak about the details, but simply to stress that this man was in Jerusalem and that Anna was in Jerusalem, because she did not leave the temple night or day. 

I suppose she was one of the watchmen of whom Isaiah speaks prophetically. She “did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers; and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem”. We would cherish this thought of Jerusalem. 

Since Lord’s day I have thought that the Lord speaks of it as “the city of the great King” (Matthew 5: 35), and I suppose that in the thought of God it has never ceased to be the city of the great King. Clearly today ‘Where is the assembly?’ might well be asked. And in one sense one could say, ‘What has become of Jerusalem?’ But it remains for God, and for the Lord, “the city of the great King”. I think it should remain that, also, for us and we should simply take up our position on its walls in a spirit of prayer “till he establish ... Jerusalem”, and we should be persons like Simeon and Anna were in a day of very small things, in a day very like ours. How these persons must have felt it, but they were in Jerusalem—“And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon”. 

This man had been spoken to by the Holy Spirit, and he moved by the Spirit. Our brother has just spoken of acting by the Spirit, and that is the point. Simeon had been told something by the Spirit, and he came in the Spirit into the temple, and by the Spirit he said something, he prophesied about the Lord Jesus, whom he took into his arms. Then at that hour Anna came in and it is said of her that she served God, and she departed not from the temple. One could have said to her, ‘But, Anna, it is the temple that Herod built; it is no longer 

Solomon’s temple’. But God still recognised the temple and the Lord Jesus was brought into the temple. The temple had not yet been set aside; it was destroyed seventy years later, and until then the presence of God was waiting, and Simeon and Anna were waiting. They had waited a long time; they were old persons, but there they were, the two of them, in Jerusalem, awaiting the consolation of Israel. It had been divinely communicated to Simeon “by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. So he waited. 

Well, we are not waiting for death, although we know well that it might come for us; but we wait for the return of the Lord Jesus and we would simply be like persons who wait; and whilst we wait for Him let us cherish this thought of Jerusalem, in other words, cherish the thought of the assembly, knowing that Jerusalem remains something unique for God, which He has established, and that there are persons who can put God in remembrance about it and give Him no rest. May we be like these people in Isaiah, and like the examples we have in the much—loved Simeon and Anna. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence, France
19 October 1982 

(The first word on this occasion was printed in the June 1984 issue).


Scripture references

Isaiah 62:6-7 (JND) [6] I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace: ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, [7] and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

Luke 2:25-38 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel. [33] And his father and mother wondered at the things which were said concerning him. [34] And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary his mother, Lo, this [child] is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for a sign spoken against; [35] (and even a sword shall go through thine own soul;) so that [the] thoughts may be revealed from many hearts. [36] And there was a prophetess, Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of [the] tribe of Asher, who was far advanced in years, having lived with [her] husband seven years from her virginity, …

Luke 18:1-8 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. [4] And he would not for a time; but afterwards he said within himself, If even I fear not God and respect not man, [5] at any rate because this widow annoys me I will avenge her, that she may not by perpetually coming completely harass me. [6] And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge says. [7] And shall not God at all avenge his elect, who cry to him day and night, and he bears long as to them? [8] I say unto you that he will avenge them speedily. But when the Son of man comes, shall he indeed find faith on the earth?

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Matthew 5:35 (JND) [35] nor by the earth, because it is [the] footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, because it is [the] city of the great King.



OVERCOMING THE HANDICAP OF YOUTH

N. T. Meek 

1 Timothy 4: 6–16; 1 Chronicles 11: 1–3; Job 32: 6; 33: 6 

I would like to venture a word, dear brethren, as to overcoming, the handicap of youth. I am sure the older ones will bear with me, and in their spirits and prayers help me in speaking. 

One specially has in mind the young men, but maybe the Lord will, in His own way, cause that some handfuls of purpose are dropped for us all. Perhaps we are not too aware when we are young that youth can be a handicap. When young you do not feel that way normally, unless it be when you come into the meeting. You may feel there that you are under a certain handicap because you do not know too much. I do not know that that in itself is a serious handicap, although, of course, you do want to find out as much as you can of what is yours. 

We have often said that if someone named you in their will, and if the will ran to as many pages as the Bible does, it is unlikely that you would be content with what you found was yours on the first page; you would want to see what legacy was on the other pages of the will, not only for the possession of the legacy but also to understand something of the benefactor’s heart toward you. 

The knowledge of the truth, and especially the knowledge of divine Persons, is valuable, but it will take time to acquire. The mere knowledge of things is not everything, although it is useful, but, rightly held, and held devotedly, it can become very useful. But the older brethren, as they look at the young, rightly, and according to 

Scripture, do not quickly put their hands upon them, and that is understandable, because they have learned through experience that an apparent interest and a fair exterior may not denote too much. Nevertheless, I have no doubt that in their thoughts and mind and attitude they are sympathetic, and feeling for you and praying for you. 

These epistles to Timothy are epistles which bring out, along also with Titus, in a peculiar way the service of the elders, and the importance of them too. Mr. Taylor said that there is a great dearth of elders; the platform is much more sought (see Vol. 76, p.240). Not many aspire to be an elder, to know and carry the histories of their local brethren, and to seek to guard them and preserve them. A very needed service is the service of an elder. As they look around upon us and consider us in their prayers, their daily prayers, especially in our localities, I have no doubt they get our measure. They realize that youth is a certain handicap. 

One thing about youth is that you tend to be impatient, and that can be a handicap in the things of God. You tend to want to get a move on and get things settled, and if anything is blatantly wrong you get very cross that something is not done about it straight away, and you may speak out of turn; most of us have done that. There is a time to keep silence (Ecclesiastes 3: 7). I note that is put before a time to speak; “A time to keep silence, and a time to speak”. I expect the time to keep silence largely applies to our youth; it is not that you should not carry concern and exercise, but the fact that you are full of energy and vigour, and you want things put right, because you are very idealistic, can lead you to speak out of turn. We speak about being starry-eyed; we have all been like that, very idealistic, and if something goes on, maybe amongst your fellow-believers, which is not right, and which you judge is not right, you tend to be pretty forthright about it. Now it is right you should have a judgment, but you have to remember, we all have to remember, that, certainly in God’s assembly, we have to be under His control, and that is not an easy lesson to learn. 

So Paul writing here to Timothy says, “Let no one despise thy youth”. Now what he really means by that is, you give occasion to no one to despise it. He means that if someone despises your youth and says to you, ‘You are only a young brother, you know’, that you do not take it in your own hands to defend yourself. What it means is that you do not give any occasion to him to despise your youth. You might say, Well, how can I be so that I give no occasion? I think this reference to piety, which stands at the threshold of these remarks of Paul, probably has something to do with it. Paul is speaking to Timothy to exercise himself unto piety; he is really saying, in our own words, You learn to bring God into everything you do. In a simple way that is what piety is; to bring God in. You decide you are going to do such and such a thing on such and such a day. Well, just speak to the Lord about it; learn to do it in simple things; learn not to move on your own; learn to arrange yourself and orientate your life under the Lord; learn to do that—“exercise thyself unto piety”. Paul says it is profitable for everything. It will help you in your work, for example. It is profitable for everything; that is a very wide order— everything. God will help you if you are looking for a partner; speak to God about it. 

Then he goes on to say, “Enjoin and teach these things. Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”. You say, A young man a model; I thought the old men were to be models? 

It is a young man according to this scripture, and I will tell you a most remarkable thing that comes up, especially in the letter to Titus, and that is this, that it was given to a young man to establish elders (Titus 1: 5). That seems extraordinary that it was laid on Titus, a young man, to establish elders. He must have been a very trustworthy young man if Paul gave him that charge; it seems almost incongruous when you think of it, because here in 1 Timothy 4: 14 

the elders are putting their hands on the young men, but in Titus the young man is actually establishing elders. I would like us to think about that, because it shows the possibility of a deep maturity being reached by a young man that could be entrusted with such a responsible service. Elder brethren should recognize this possibility. 

Here in this chapter in Timothy we have, “Give thyself to reading”. When you read, stop sometimes to worship. You read a passage of Scripture and it affects you in your soul; just stop to worship. Do not of necessity fill your head with knowledge, even the knowledge of the Scriptures, valuable as they are, but distil into your reading that element of thanksgiving to God for giving you such a privilege, and that you are the beneficiary of such a magnificent will as we have disclosed to us in the Scriptures, as one had said, ‘our Father’s will’. How magnificent it is, and yet many of us, alas, are careless of it. A single promise of God is worth more than thousands of pounds, and you will find them in multitudes in the Scriptures. 

Then Paul says a striking thing to Timothy, “Be not negligent of the gift that is in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy”. Among the large number of young men here I think it is likely that there is potential gift. It may be that you have not thought about that. It says here that it has “been given to thee through prophecy”. The prophetic word evidently, in some way, pointed Timothy out; maybe at the meeting where he was someone got up and gave a word one night; I doubt if it was explicitly stated, but there was a pointing out to Timothy—“which has been given to thee through prophecy”. Some of the elders evidently caught that; they went home and they weighed it, and then they committed themselves to him. Notice that; it says, “with imposition of the hands of the elderhood”; they would not have done that quickly. What it really means is this, that in this young man they could see no handicap to his being used distinctively of God to help His people, and they put their hands on him. Now older brethren should keep their eye open and their ear open; we all should keep our senses exercised as to whether the Lord is pointing somebody out in our locality; unjealous and impartial these men would be. We do not get epistles to any of these elders that we know of, but we do get two epistles to this young man, and somewhere, sometime, along the line this young man by his behaviour and his deportment was overcoming the handicap of youth. 

Mr. Taylor has a piece on ‘Youthful Maturity’ (Vol. 33, p.55), involving how a person can become mature even when comparatively young. I would say to you young men here, it is possible for you to overcome the handicap you are under. If maybe you think you have not got one, well, I am sorry for you about that because you have; we all have; we are all made of the same stuff. We know each other; if we know ourselves we know each other; we are all made of the same stuff, and we all learn from each other, and we are all indebted to each other. Paul said he was even indebted to barbarians; it may be he saw plainly in them the features that were latent in himself but which were covered over with a rather pleasant veneer. He saw the unpleasant features in the raw in barbarians, and he says he was a debtor to them. He saw it clearly; it may be a quick temper, or something or other; he saw it clearly; a cruel, unfeeling character; you find it in your own heart, dear brethren, cruelness; it is in our own hearts; you read of it in the newspaper; you read of dreadful things that happen; it is in our own hearts; we might as well acknowledge it. ‘Man, know thyself’, someone said. How true it is! But this young man, I think from what we know of him, overcame this handicap, and he became useful and serviceable—“Give heed to thyself and to the teaching”. 

I pass on to David where we get another example of a young man, another one who too had secret history with God. He faced things when no one was watching him, when he was out in the wilderness with the sheep, when a lion came and a bear came. We know what this is; it has often been said. With most of us the main trouble is the bear, when we get an embrace, when the world, so to speak, takes us apparently into its favour; that is the bear, an embrace that ends in a hug of death. David met that; he had secret history, and I suppose it would be a good axiom for us all to understand that we should never seek to appear to be further on than we actually are in our souls. Well, here at last Israel and the elders come to recognize what was in this young man; but it had been very costly; he had been to the meeting once and an older brother had been pretty rough with him, had spoken harshly to him; it was his own brother too. He said, “Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle”, 1 Samuel 17: 28. I wonder what I would have said in reply, perhaps, ‘You speak for yourself, Eliab’, or some such retort. 

It does not say that David answered like that; he overcame the handicap; I suppose he had found really that the bear and the lion were in himself before he met them in the wilderness; that is why he became serviceable. A lot of history passed; a lot of sorrow occurred; he was rejected, even Saul forgot his name. Saul was very casual, pretended he did not know him, but the people say here, Yes, we can see it now; even aforetime it was you, David, really who helped us. These brethren, the people, and the elders had come to recognize what was there, and it is inevitable, beloved, that sooner or later the brethren will get our true value. I would just like to encourage us. David is a lovely study, but think of all his sufferings; think of how he was rejected; think of how he had to live in a cave; how the court went on without him; the very people who owed their lives to him ignored him, but he just went on. It is a lovely feature, is it not?—and a lesson for us. 

Well, now I just speak about this other young man, Elihu. He is a very interesting young man, in fact the whole book of Job is most interesting. There was a brother named Job who was a subject of God’s discipline and perhaps he never thought such trouble would happen to him, but a lot of trouble did happen to him, and three of his friends came to help him. We are reading this book locally and it is not too easy going, but some of it is very good; some of it is very choice; I have no doubt all of it is, only it is our measure that limits us. 

One of these men who came to see Job was named Eliphaz the Temanite, and he thought the answer to everything was experience; he thought that he could say what the trouble was. He says, “Even as I have seen”, Job 4: 8. He makes a lot of remarks. It is very difficult to handle some situations; we are very tested, especially in these close-quarter 

situations where it involves visiting and talking. He says, quite a lot; some of it is quite good and some of it is not, and that is a problem, and we do not have to look too far away to recognize that. Then a man called Bildad the Shuhite spoke, and he said that if you went by tradition you would find the answers; “the researches”, he says, “of their fathers” (Job 8: 8); he says you will find the answer somewhere in tradition. That is largely what Christendom has said; things are carried on just by tradition. Then there is another man named Zophar the Naamathite, and he is rather scientific. He Spoke of “the secret of wisdom” (Job 11: 6). He had a very logical mind; I would think he probably would have been good at computers had he lived in our day! He did not have the answer either; neither does a computer. A computer does not have the answer to an assembly sorrow or problem; you can program it however you like but you cannot allow for all the nuances of human character; you cannot do it. 

They all spoke, and most of them spoke three times, and Job spoke as well. They were pretty straight; it is very interesting reading. Job said at one point, “Truly ye are the people and wisdom shall die with you”. It was pretty sarcastic was it not? Sometimes when we are in these situations we get into more and more trouble. It is a very real and difficult thing to handle. 

I would like, beloved, to digress and make an observation. Look at some of our brethren, say those in Russia. They are suffering. They are enduring a form of suffering, physical suffering and deprivation, that is very real, and yet the result of that is going to find its way into the church; we understand that it is going to be displayed too, and it will be an element that will come out in a most remarkable way. So with the martyrs too. But it seems to me that the way we live together, beloved brethren, the way that the working of the body requires we are so close together, the way we seek to work out local exercises and relations, and the way we try to face problems together, also brings out a peculiar character of suffering and experience which, maybe, you will not find everywhere in Christendom. I do not think you will. 

You see, you can go to a church and you can sit in your pew and you can come out without speaking to anybody, and as for what the troubles are and what they are going on with, you make it no concern of yours; you do not have assembly exercises; you do not know church sorrows, not in a personal way. But when you are in a local gathering, that is when you know them. You feel them; you are intended to feel them, and to go through them; but it is an element, I think, which is almost a unique possession. It is going to go into the fabric of the church. We are not faced with physical suffering so much, but we are faced with another kind of suffering. May the Lord preserve us in it, so that what goes through, what is produced in it, will really be to accredit the outshining of the glory. The wonderful church, the holy city, is going to come down and it is going to diffuse its matchless light throughout the whole universe. Do not let us shrink from the sufferings; they are real. 

And something like this happened in the book of Job. He had visits and visits, and they talked and they talked, and how tiring it must have been! Evidently, although we are not told about it at the beginning, there was a young man there named Elihu, and how he contained himself I do not know; in fact he said he did not know himself, for he was almost fit to burst. But in due time he speaks, he overcame. Through that long book he overcame the handicap of youth. You understand me? I hope I am making myself clear—he overcame. I have no doubt the Lord helps us as to it too, helps us to go through these things, helps us to wait. Elihu said, “I said, Let days speak, and multitude of years teach wisdom” (Job 32: 7). 

Generally they do. It is right to respect the elder brethren. This young man had a right outlook; but the others had not spoken rightly. It was an exceptional situation, I would think, that the others had not spoken rightly, but it is possible. But when Elihu opened his mouth it was pure gold. And if you read Elihu’s word you will see that God takes over from him; it is almost as if God found His own foothold, so to speak, in Elihu’s word, and, of course, that is absolutely matchless. Notice Elihu’s spirit; he says, “I am as thou”—“Behold, before God I am as thou; I also am formed out of the clay”. You see his sense of humility, his sense of nothingness, his sense that he was no better. 

Well, may the Lord help us in these things, especially the young ones, that youth should not be a handicap to you; in your urgency to press on, your impatience at times, learn to speak to the Lord about it, I would say; learn to become pious as to it; learn to develop your own secret history with Him. It may be, you know, if the testimony is left here a little longer, it may be there is a word of prophecy as to you; may you be blessed. May we all be blessed, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Bedford
30 March 1985




Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:6-16 (JND) [6] Laying these things before the brethren, thou wilt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which thou hast fully followed up. [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety; [8] for bodily exercise is profitable for a little, but piety is profitable for everything, having promise of life, of the present one, and of that to come. [9] The word [is] faithful and worthy of all acceptation; [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. [11] Enjoin and teach these things. [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood. [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

1 Chronicles 11:1-3 (JND) [1] And all Israel assembled themselves to David to Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah thy God said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over my people Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel according to the word of Jehovah through Samuel.

Job 32:6 (JND) [6] And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, I am young, and ye are aged; wherefore I was timid, and feared to shew you what I know.

Job 33:6 (JND) [6] Behold, before God I am as thou; I also am formed out of the clay.

Ecclesiastes 3:7 (JND) [7] A time to rend, and a time to sew; A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

Titus 1:5 (JND) [5] For this cause I left thee in Crete, that thou mightest go on to set right what remained [unordered], and establish elders in each city, as *I* had ordered thee:

1 Timothy 4:14 (JND) [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood.

1 Samuel 17:28 (JND) [28] And Eliab, his eldest brother, heard while he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.

Job 4:8 (JND) [8] Even as I have seen, they that plough iniquity and sow mischief, reap the same.

Job 8:8 (JND) [8] For inquire, I pray thee, of the former generation, and attend to the researches of their fathers;

Job 11:6 (JND) [6] And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, how that they are the double of what is realised; and know that God passeth by [much] of thine iniquity!

Job 32:7 (JND) [7] I said, Let days speak, and multitude of years teach wisdom.



THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST





S. D. K. Roberts 

Hebrews 4: 15 

I was thinking, dear brethren, that our time—the time that remains for us—is very short. I expect we often ask ourselves what have we that death cannot take from us? We are down here for such a short time and then we are leaving. What have I got, or what has any one of us got, that death cannot take and which lasts for eternity? We can take the knowledge of God, and we can take an appreciation of Christ, but there is one thing that we can learn about Christ down here that we can never learn in eternity, though we shall see Him in His glory and shall be with Him there. 

So I just want to say a very short word about the Lord’s priesthood and particularly how He is able to sympathise, not only with our infirmities but with the pressures of life. Our brother has referred to the sorrows that our beloved brother and sister have gone through in one way and another. We have One to sympathise and to succour us, perhaps particularly in bereavement, the feeling of being left alone, and yet we are not alone. The sorrows of life direct us to the Lord. He went through all things on our account that He might be able to sympathise and succour. If we could get some impression of the sympathy and succour of Christ I believe that we shall look back and feel that the sorrows, pressures and trials of life have not been wasted, for we have learnt something of Christ that can never be learnt in heaven and which will last for eternity. 

Word at the burial at Richmond of Mrs E. M. Wakefield of Sunbury
16 November 1984




Scripture references

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.



DEPTH AND HEIGHT





D. C. Brown 

He who held all the waters in His hand 

And meted out the heavens with His span 

Came near, in grace no man can understand, 

To touch the children and the leprous man.

 

He who the heaven of heavens cannot contain 

Who said that He would dwell in hidden gloom 

Came down in light and love and, being slain, 

Was laid within the compass of a tomb.

 

He who in mercy took the sinner’s place, 

Descending to the greatest depths for me, 

Has now ascended to the throne of grace; 

Soon at His name all men shall bow the knee. 

Edinburgh 

 


EXTRACT

I am often reminded of a very good natural incident. A young man was finding fault with men and the state of things. His father, a very sensible man, said to him, ‘I say, J—, improve the world by one man!’ And I must tell you no man ever did more for God in this world since Paul’s day than that man. When any are complaining, I say, ‘What are you doing? If you say all is gone, it is clear that you are gone’. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, p.498) 
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