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THE LORD JESUS AS MASTER

J. Renton 

2 Timothy 2: 19–22; 2 Peter 2: 1–3; Jude 3, 4 

I wonder if we all realize the wonderful time that we live in. There has never been a time like it. We are in a dispensation when the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God are being proclaimed; this has been so for nearly twenty centuries, which shows wonderful patience and long-suffering on the part of God. The very best that divine love could devise is presented for the obedience of faith in the glad tidings. God is proposing to bless men, offering forgiveness, proposing to view believers as justified, as free from their past history of sins—as free from sins as Christ is. He is prepared to give the Holy Spirit; a wonderful gift is the gift of the Holy Spirit! He is prepared to bring us into His family as His children, as His sons, to form part of God’s house, to form part of the body of Christ. We could never have thought of such blessing as God has devised. We may have thought that getting pardon would be enough, but God has the richest, fullest thoughts of blessing for us, and all are available at the present time. 

This has been so for nearly twenty centuries, but now we are near the coming of the Lord Jesus, what we speak of as the rapture, when the Lord Jesus is coming for His own. Therefore this is a very wonderful time to be in. We might have lived at the time of Pentecost; that was a wonderful time too, when believers had all things common; when those who had wealth came and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and there was administration for thousands in Jerusalem. But Paul’s ministry was not known then; it was a transitional period. 

This is a far more blessed time than Pentecost. Then, dear friends, we might have lived at a time when there was persecution, when we could not have had meetings like this, when believers had to have conventicles among the hills. Who has brought these conditions of liberty about? The Lord Jesus has. He writes to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia, “I have set before thee an opened door” (Revelation 3: 8), a door that was shut and is now opened, which must include conditions such as we enjoy, the privilege of coming together unmolested, able to meet in peace and quietness. That is a wonderful blessing the Lord has bestowed upon us, therefore this is a very encouraging, and a very blessed, time. 

Those of us who are older are looking for the Lord to come; we expect to be here when the Lord comes, but as to the younger persons here, I can say with good assurance that you will be here when the Lord comes. What a prospect that is! I wonder if it is the prospect of every one here, or are we thinking of living here and making a fortune maybe, going on our own way, being prosperous on the earth. It is a far more blessed prospect, dear friends, to be here when the Lord comes, for the Lord has far more in store than we have any idea of. 

We might have lived in the Dark Ages, when believers, genuine believers, were labouring to be assured of forgiveness. We are living in the light of justification by faith, light recovered at such cost, and let us appreciate the fact that we are allowed to come together unmolested, no one disturbing us. It is not so, of course, in every country of the world; it was not so in this country a few centuries ago; but it is now, and let us appreciate our occasions of coming together to read the Scriptures, for the breaking of bread, for the preaching, for prayer; let us appreciate these great privileges. 

I have said something about the blessedness of the time. I desire now to say something about the difficult and serious time we are in. We are living in a time when the Lord is about to come for His own, but the Lord is also about to deal in judgment with what is going on in this world. We have to face that too, and it is a very sobering thought. There are two ways by which you can tell that the Lord’s coming is soon—one is to know what is in the hearts of believers, for many believers in the world today are looking forward to the rapture; that is what is inside. Then there is what is outside, with lawlessness increasing, trouble all over the world; what is it pointing to? It all points to the fact that the Lord is about to deal with every opposing element, and that is a serious consideration. 

Now, what is the answer? How are we going to get through in this difficult time? I read these three scriptures because they refer to the last days. In 2 Timothy Paul says, “This know, that in the last days difficult times shall be there” (2 Timothy 3: l); we are in these last days. They were not in Paul’s day; he says, ‘difficult times shall be there’, and we are in them now. He goes on to say, “for men shall be lovers of self”. Is that not true? Could anything be more true than that men are lovers of themselves? “Lovers of money”; is that not true? “Boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents”. Is that not true at the present time? Is it not a feature of young people at the present time? They are encouraged to go their own way, not to follow their parents, not to do what their parents do, to have a mind of their own and go the way they want 

to go. “Ungrateful, profane, without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”. Is this not true at the present time? These scriptures in 2 Timothy, 2 Peter and Jude deal with the conditions in which we are publicly at the present time, which believers speak of as apostasy, persons who have been enlightened, who have known the way of righteousness, and turned from it to their own way. That is a very solemn thing. 

Do you think God will deal with that? Of course He will. Will God go on with that for ever? 

No, He will not, and soon, very soon, He will deal with the whole scene. It is a very solemn thing to think of Europe and this country, for no one who has heard the gospel and refused, or put it off, will come into blessing. There will be no second chance. We have a wonderful opportunity now. There could not be a more glorious opportunity than is presented now. If that is refused, or put off, there is nothing but judgment. But we are living in the most blessed time there could be. I do not know of any time in which I would rather have lived than now. I think every believer here would say the same, especially in view of the Lord coming soon. 

What is the answer? I have read these scriptures because it is significant that in each of them the Lord is presented as the Master, the Master. Dear friend, we need a Master. We need to be committed to a Master; the only way of salvation at the present time is to be committed to the Master. We do not like the idea of slavery, do we? There was the abolition of slavery; we can understand that, but to be a slave would be a most blessed thing if you had a good master. 

Is it not told of a slave who, when liberation was brought about, 

could not think of anything better than continuing to serve his master? That was because he had a good master. You could never have a better master than the Lord Jesus. Oh, what a blessed thing it is to be a slave to Him, to be committed to Him, to be at His disposal at any moment; there is nothing more blessed, dear friend, there is nothing that would give us salvation, joy, satisfaction, like being committed to this blessed Master. 

Now this Master is presented in 2 Timothy as Christ Jesus. You will find it over and over again; about eight times there is reference to Christ Jesus. In Him there is every blessing available. Life is in Christ Jesus; God’s own purpose and grace are given to us in Christ Jesus; faith and love are in Christ Jesus; grace is in Christ Jesus; salvation is in Christ Jesus; everything for our blessing and for our good is in Christ Jesus. It is a very blessed title; it involves that He is the Christ, God’s anointed and appointed Man. He has been made both Lord and Christ. He has undertaken the great work of redemption on behalf of God as the Christ, and He is going to take up and accomplish everything for God’s eternal pleasure and satisfaction; but Christ Jesus means that He has a place in my affections. The Lord is the Christ, whether you like it or not; whether men like it or not. He has been made Christ; and whether persons are subject to Him or not makes no difference. He is the Christ in any case, the Christ of God who is going to accomplish every thought that God ever had in mind, including judgment; the Christ will see to all that. But Christ Jesus, involves the personal name of Jesus. 

I wonder if you have an appreciation of the Lord Jesus as Christ Jesus. It is the Lord in His present position as anointed. God’s anointed and God’s appointed Man, but along with it there is a personal appreciation of Him—Christ Jesus. I would like to give some impression of the Lord as Christ Jesus. Everything for the glory of God, and everything for the blessing of men is in Christ Jesus, and He is to be my Master. I am to be entirely subject to Him, at His disposal, my will subdued, His will dominating, serviceable to the Master. Oh, what a Master to have! Dear friend, we need such a Master; the Lord said Himself, “No servant can serve two masters”, Luke 16: 13. That means no one can be a slave to two masters. Such a one could not be loyal. If I am a slave my master’s interests are my interests, my master’s matters are my matters; my master’s business becomes my business, and my outlook is to promote what is for my master. Slavery was abused by dominating and selfish masters, but, Oh, this Master. Christ Jesus!—I would like to commend Him to every one here, that we might be subject, that we might own Him as Master. I wonder, dear friend, do you ever address, privately, the Lord Jesus as Master? Do you ever say ‘Master’ to Him? That would be a test. He is a blessed Master. 

There is another master, the devil and Satan. You are either under the one Master or under the other. You are either building up Satan’s system, or you are helping to build up the system of Christ Jesus; there is no middle way. It is either the one or the other. If you have any part in building up Satan’s system I will tell you what will happen; he will take all the advantage of your service to him and leave you. Satan is the meanest master that ever there was; he will even take advantage of any weakness we may have. How mean he is! But, Oh, Christ Jesus! I would like to encourage every one here to own Him as Master, as the hymn says, 

‘As Lord and Master in thy heart enthrone Him, 

Life everlasting, peace and joy to know’. 

(Hymn 409). 

This is the Master that I would commend to you, Christ Jesus; there is every blessing in Him. 

You might look around and see ruin and fragmentation among believers; even amongst so-called brethren what a fragmentation there has been; but the firm foundation of God stands; nothing in Christ Jesus fails. Dear friend, Christianity is a great success; you might think otherwise, but it is a great success. The glad tidings is going to secure persons who will form part of the holy city coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. 

Wonderful things are being secured by the glad tidings at the present time. 

Paul writes, “The Lord knows those that are his”; that is true, and is a comfort; every one here that is His the Lord knows; then he says, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”—“every one who names the name of the Lord”, whether he is real or not, but the Lord knows and appreciates every one who is really His, every one who owns Him as Master. Thank God for every one who is real, but there are many who name the name of the Lord and are unreal. Reality is proved by “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. It goes on to speak about vessels to honour and vessels to dishonour. Would you not like to be a vessel to honour in this Master’s business? “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these”, that is from vessels to dishonour, “in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified”; that involves separation. We may not like to hear about separation but there is no other way to be serviceable to the Master except to separate from vessels to dishonour, persons who have their part in building up Satan’s system, no matter how little the part they have. Such a one, “in separating himself from them”, “shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”. Oh, would you not like to be serviceable to this Master, Christ Jesus, in whom every divine blessing is available to be enjoyed? This epistle speaks about the Holy Spirit—“Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted” (2 Timothy l: 14). All the blessings that are there in Christ Jesus are to be enjoyed now in the power of the Holy Spirit and are available to us at the present time. “In Christ Jesus” means that all is absolutely secure; no enemy can attack what is in Christ Jesus. 

In 2 Peter and the epistle of Jude you will find other accurate descriptions of the conditions in which we are at the present time, therefore Peter speaks about the Master. He speaks of the persons who “deny the master that bought them”. “The master that bought them” is this Master we are speaking about. He has rights to every one. He has rights as Creator and as Redeemer. This Master has sovereign and supreme authority, which is God’s idea of a Master. One who has despotic rule. A true slave would never challenge the rights of the master, but here there are persons who deny the Master that bought them. Now the Master in this epistle is spoken of as Lord and Saviour. You will find in every chapter the expression Lord and Saviour. If we are going to be saved from the present current course of things, if we are going to be maintained in joy and in the blessings that are in Christ Jesus, we shall need the Lord and Saviour. 

This is written to believers. You might think that only sinners need a Saviour, but I can tell you that believers need a Saviour. The last section of this epistle says, “Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things before, take care lest, being led away 

along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own stedfastness—but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen”. (2 Peter 3: 17, 18). Growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour is the way we are going to be saved, preserved from the present current apostate course of things. The Lord and Saviour, dear friend, is to be owned by you as your Master. He has rights over you, and where these rights are ignored then chapters 2 and 3 of this epistle show what is going to happen to this world. But great blessing comes from owning Him and His rights as the Master that bought us. What it cost Him! 

Think of the cost, the price paid, “the Master that bought them”. He has these rights over us and He is prepared to be our Lord and Saviour at this present time. May we grow in the knowledge of Him. There is no other way, because the other line is decline and “being led away along with the error of the wicked”, but we are to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3: 18). 

In the epistle of Jude we have again mention of the Master; it says, “denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ”. The Lord Jesus is presented in this epistle as our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This epistle supposes a community in the midst of the corruption and general departure, a community who own ‘ our ... Lord Jesus Christ’. It says, “denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ”; it is a collective idea. We are to be faithful, committed to the Master individually, but we come into a fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Believers who genuinely owned, recognized, and were subject to our Lord Jesus Christ would be in unity; they would be all together. That is the appeal that Paul makes to Corinth, where they were divided. Paul appeals to them, “I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the same thing”, 1 Corinthians 1: 10. To each one He is Lord and Master, but there is a fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus in Jude 17 we have “But ye, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ”, and then in verse 20, “But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit ...”. This is this fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ as their Master. What a fellowship this is! I would like to be in this fellowship—“praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God”. How rich these thoughts are! What wonderfully attractive features! “Building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”. There is something to go on with, the enjoyment of life, enjoyed individually and enjoyed in fellowship among those who own our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jude finishes by saying, “But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen”. What has been before the whole age cannot be interfered with; and what is to all the ages will come about in God’s good time; but the test is now, “and now”—whether we are prepared to own our Lord Jesus Christ as Master. I would encourage every one here individually to address the Lord Jesus as ‘Master’. We speak together of Him as Lord; that is right; but individually He is to be our Master—we wait for instructions, just as a slave would. Every morning a slave would come to his master. Is that how we set about our day? Do we ask the Master for instructions? Are we committed to Him? 

Do we own His rights always? It is a very blessed thing to be a slave to this Master, Christ Jesus, Lord and Saviour, and our Lord Jesus Christ. I would commend Him to you. It is an opportunity you have, which every one has, of committing himself or herself to such a blessed Master now. Do not miss the opportunity, dear friend, do not put it off. Submit to this Master; submit to His rights; be prepared to forego your own will; submit your will to His will. It is the only way of salvation; the only way of enjoyment. Having one foot in the world and one foot among believers does not bring joy and does not bring satisfaction. Nothing brings satisfaction but full-hearted committal to the Master, and I commend Him to every one here in view of your blessing, and in view of the blessing of others, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Edinburgh
15 March 1987 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

2 Peter 2:1-3 (JND) [1] But there were false prophets also among the people, as there shall be also among you false teachers, who shall bring in by the bye destructive heresies, and deny the master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction; [2] and many shall follow their dissolute ways, through whom the way of the truth shall be blasphemed. [3] And through covetousness, with well-turned words, will they make merchandise of you: for whom judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction slumbers not.

Jude 1:3-4 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. [4] For certain men have got in unnoticed, they who of old were marked out beforehand to this sentence, ungodly [persons], turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness, and denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

Luke 16:13 (JND) [13] No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and will love the other, or he will cleave to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

2 Peter 3:17-18 (JND) [17] *Ye* therefore, beloved, knowing [these] things before, take care lest, being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own stedfastness: [18] but grow in grace, and in [the] knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] glory both now and to [the] day of eternity. Amen.

2 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] but grow in grace, and in [the] knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] glory both now and to [the] day of eternity. Amen.

1 Corinthians 1:10 (JND) [10] Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the same thing, and that there be not among you divisions; but that ye be perfectly united in the same mind and in the same opinion.

Jude 1:17 (JND) [17] But *ye*, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,



PRAYER AND FASTING

J. Macdonald 

Matthew 17: 14–21; 19: 26; Mark 9: 23; 1 Peter 5: 5; Psalm 5: 1–4; 66: 16–20 

(Quotations are from the Authorised Version) 

I purpose tonight to present to you—for your prayerful and close consideration, as the Lord may graciously enable me—a few thoughts on the subject of prayer and fasting. Doubtless you have observed how frequently the expression ‘spiritual thinking’ has been used in my addressing you on former occasions. Well, you may enquire what is the force of this expression. The reply is—Thinking in the truth of God in the energy of the 

Spirit of God. It is helpful to consider truths which are generally owned amongst us, for familiarity with the terms of the truth is often mistaken for the possession in our souls of the truth itself. 

As I earnestly desire that spiritual helpfulness should mark these special meetings, I very simply ask you to sit in the presence of God under the effect of the fact taught in 1 Corinthians 2: 14—“The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God”; and also under the influence of another statement, verse 10—“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit—for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep things of God”. 

The first scripture, received in the power of the Spirit, will save us from intellectualism, while the second will enable us to go on, having confidence in God that by His Spirit we are enabled both to know, and to maintain, His truth. 

We proceed now to look at the incident, so full of meaning, contained in the passages which you have just read. We find here a condition of things with the disciples which apparently contradicts the truth of the Christian economy or Christianity—that there is sufficient power in God for effectually carrying out His will. No saint should allow the shadow of a doubt to rest on his spirit as to this fact. If, like the disciples, any one trifles with doubt in such a vital concern, he disables himself from coping with the daily difficulties of life. 

Let us now briefly view the matter as it happened. A man brings his son who is a lunatic to the disciples to cure him, but they cannot do it. The difficulty therefore became material for failure instead of food for faith. Plainly they lacked the power needed for the occasion. Thus Satan stole from them this opportunity for honouring their Master. At this point one can enter into the feelings of the disciples; in a way the power was there, but they were not in exercise of faith to use it. They, however, did not understand the reason of their proved inability. “And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord, have mercy on my son—for he is lunatic, and sore vexed—for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him”. 

What a stirring moment it was for disciples and onlookers when the father brought his son to the Lord. The blessed One who is never turned away from the cry of the needy hears this father cry—“Have mercy on my son”, and replies, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him—and the child was cured from that very hour”. 

The Lord’s answer is loaded with deep and significant meaning for each of us, and one prays that the light of it may penetrate and permeate our spirits. It is striking to note a few things to which He did not ascribe their failure. He neither says, because you are poor, weak and despised things, nor, because you are ignorant. No, He pointed out to them in the spirit of convincing calmness, and with a searching certainty, the important fact that there lies deep down, yea, at the very bottom of their signal failure, unmixed unbelief. 

Therefore we may think and speak as we please but there is nothing apart from faith and the Spirit. See what an important element faith is—it is light in the soul. Here, too, we see the 

intense individuality of faith comes out, for there is not one of the disciples in faith at the time of the difficulty. We need to cultivate individual uprightness before God, so as to be truly exercised as to our own condition. 

You notice in Matthew 19: 26, “With God all things are possible”, and in Mark 9: 23, “All things are possible to him that believeth”. You see how faith spreads itself out and embraces every single thing that God can accomplish. It is not that we are able to make a world, but rather that all that God requires of us we can do if we have faith. As Paul also says—“I can do all things through Christ, who gives me the power”. Thus it should also be with us. 

The order in Matthew 17: 21 is beautiful in connection with the subject—prayer first, then fasting. Prayer is expressed dependence on God through Christ Jesus. There are many hindrances to this dependence, chiefly human pride, which may manifest itself in the form of personal pride, family price, positional pride, and ecclesiastical pride. If I am proud I am not dependent, so cannot draw near to God, for He “resisteth the proud”, 1 Peter 5: 5. There is no scripture that speaks of God giving grace to the proud. The great need at the present time is to be in that condition of soul that God can come in and answer our prayer, and that we may have confidence to tell Him the thing in such a way that it is as good as answered when we tell Him (see 1 John 5: 14, 15). May we see to it that we are clear as to the spirit of dependence in the living and true God. 

In Psalm 5 there is prayer, and then the psalmist looks up. Prayer is simply telling God in such a way that we expect to get what we ask and cannot get it unless He gives it. He prayed and looked up. It is not believing prayer to pray to God and come away from Him wondering whether we shall receive the thing for which we asked. When our expectation is from Him we pray and wait. Praying and looking up is a striking connection. 

In Psalm 66 we have another wonderful statement, which we do well to take to heart—“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear”. Do you see how prayer—real prayer—is connected with our state? We can only see that we are regarding iniquity as we are in communion. If we are not in communion we may regard iniquity and not be conscious of the fact. We have therefore to ask ourselves the question—Am I regarding iniquity in my heart? 

If so, God will not hear. It is very simple. 

When you are in a difficulty, do you go to God—direct to God with it? as the disciples of John the baptist, after burying his body, went and told Jesus—a distinct instance of how simply we should act. You may have difficulties in your business—tell God. You who are parents, and have trials in bringing up your children—tell God. Do not bring up your children as if God had no interest in them, for He is intensely interested in your work in bringing them up. He knows the wear and tear, the trials and aching of heart in connection with this work. 

But we must tell Him. He told Israel all that He would do for them, but He says—“I will be enquired of”. Well, suppose a mother goes to God with every difficulty—that is real prayer. 

Do you mothers do it? 

Let me give an instance or two that have come under my notice. A mother once said to me—‘One of my boys has been misbehaving himself and will not confess; what shall I do?’ We just told God what it was, and the boy burst out and said, ‘I am sorry I did it’. That opened my eyes to the effect of the presence of God upon a boy, and the mother said—‘I never thought of doing it that way’. There is a great want of seeing that we can take everything to God. He loves candidness and dislikes duplicity of spirit. God dislikes reserve in the human heart. He knows everything, but you should address Him as if He knew nothing. You must speak to God as if you were going to help Him answer your prayer. If you do not pray in this way, you will not pray in simplicity. 

Another mother was looking out of her window and saw that her boy was being unkindly treated by other boys. She saw the whole affair, but when her boy came in and told her about it she listened with as much interest as if she had known nothing about it previously. She said—‘I got great help by that. My boy did not add to my knowledge, but I enjoyed his history of the whole affair; it put me in another attitude when he told me all about it.’ God delights to see persons on the earth that cannot get on without Him. 

We shall now look a little at fasting. Much has been written at different times on this subject, and the practice of it has been very diverse. We may find help in seeing that it is not simply abstaining from food; it includes this, but it implies much more. It helps us to understand the matter better to know that what was material in the Jewish system is moral in Christianity. I do not enter further into this matter here, but a scriptural instance will aid us to see clearly the line of the truth. In Luke 6: 12 the Lord went out into a mountain to pray, and He continued all night in prayer to God. The desire to speak to God superseded the desire for His own personal needs. The point is in the fact that He did not say that He would deny Himself, but what He prayed about 

displaced everything else for the time. We know how readily we all run into legal lines in such matters; not so the blessed Lord. Certainly we all feel deeply humbled at this simple incident of the Lord’s continuing all night in prayer to God. May it affect us all helpfully. 

And now take a case. Suppose two young persons are going on together with a view to marriage, but without any fixed time for the event. Many of the precious hours spent in each other’s company will in all probability be a cause of enfeeblement of affection for Christ. I do not say it need be, but mostly likely it will be so such fellowship often descends to mere nature. Hence it is often observed that little spiritual progress is made during this period. If young men and women were to find out that time is very precious they would not waste it so freely. They are of an age when a week’s time is very precious to them indeed. Many who look back and thus see the hours spent in self-gratification, feel now that a little fasting then would have been to much spiritual profit. If young men and women were often shut up in their closets with God and His word in communion with Him before marriage, it would after marriage result in a real helping of one another to glorify God. I would seek to impress upon you all the value of your present time, and to urge upon you not to waste it (See Ephesians 5: 16). You will find out when you come together into life—into the real stream—that all the sorrow is not over. It is the beginning of a new order of things that you have no idea of until you are in it, and you will need the grace and power of God within you, to carry you on suitably for Him in your new circumstances. If you waste two hours in a week there will be in a year 104 hours wasted yes, worse than wasted. Time is short; and if you see this fact in the light of the eternal word 

you will see the deep need of fasting. You can apply it to anything. The divine principle in Christianity is not how much can I get for myself, but how little can I do with in passing along. Can we fast? Can we deny ourselves? The measure in which we deny ourselves is the measure of our confidence in God; in other words, our confidence in God is not a bit more than the measure in which we deny ourselves. 

The cause of much uncertainty in our prayers is the non-compliance with God’s conditions. 

Even if we do not ‘regard iniquity in our hearts’ we may regard ourselves, which is not fasting. May God deeply affect us all by His own precious word, for Christ’s sake. 

(This address is likely to have been given around 1900)

 


Scripture references

Matthew 17:14-21 (JND) [14] And when they came to the crowd, a man came to him, falling on his knees before him, and saying, [15] Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is lunatic, and suffers sorely; for often he falls into the fire and often into the water. [16] And I brought him to thy disciples, and they were not able to heal him. [17] And Jesus answering said, O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to me. [18] And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon went out from him, and the boy was healed from that hour. [19] Then the disciples, coming to Jesus apart, said [to him], Why were not *we* able to cast him out? [20] And he says to them, Because of your unbelief; for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard [seed], ye shall say to this mountain, Be transported hence there, and it shall transport itself; and nothing shall be impossible to you. [21] But this kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting.

Matthew 19:26 (JND) [26] But Jesus, looking on [them], said to them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

Mark 9:23 (JND) [23] And Jesus said to him, The 'if thou couldst' is [if thou couldst] believe: all things are possible to him that believes.

1 Peter 5:5 (JND) [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

Psalms 5:1-4 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Nehiloth. A Psalm of David.} Give ear to my words, O Jehovah; consider my meditation. [2] Hearken unto the voice of my crying, my king and my God; for to thee will I pray. [3] Jehovah, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the morning will I address myself to thee, and will look up. [4] For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness; evil shall not sojourn with thee.

Psalms 66:16-20 (JND) [16] Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. [17] I called unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. [18] Had I regarded iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not hear. [19] But God hath heard; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. [20] Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer, nor his loving-kindness from me!

1 Corinthians 2:14 (JND) [14] But [the] natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him; and he cannot know [them] because they are spiritually discerned;

Matthew 19:26 (JND) [26] But Jesus, looking on [them], said to them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

Mark 9:23 (JND) [23] And Jesus said to him, The 'if thou couldst' is [if thou couldst] believe: all things are possible to him that believes.

Matthew 17:21 (JND) [21] But this kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting.

1 Peter 5:5 (JND) [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

1 John 5:14-15 (JND) [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.

Psalms 5 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Nehiloth. A Psalm of David.} Give ear to my words, O Jehovah; consider my meditation. [2] Hearken unto the voice of my crying, my king and my God; for to thee will I pray. [3] Jehovah, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the morning will I address myself to thee, and will look up. …

Psalms 66 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Song: a Psalm.} Shout aloud unto God, all the earth: [2] Sing forth the glory of his name, make his praise glorious; [3] Say unto God, How terrible are thy works! because of the greatness of thy strength, thine enemies come cringing unto thee. …

Luke 6:12 (JND) [12] And it came to pass in those days that he went out into the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to God.

Ephesians 5:16 (JND) [16] redeeming the time, because the days are evil.



BEGINNING

D. A. Burr 

Genesis 2: 21–24; John 2: 1–11 

These two books are about beginning. They start with the same words, although these do not refer to the same time. The Lord speaks of this passage in Genesis, and He refers to what was “from the beginning”, Mark 10: 6. He says there were certain things that were not so from the beginning. The passage in John’s gospel is about the beginning of the signs that Jesus did. It was not the first sign in His life here in manhood; there had been first the sign of a Babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes and laid in a manger (Luke 2: 12). What a sign that was, expressing God’s heart and God’s disposition towards His people. But the sign in John 2 is the first that He did. 

I think our young brother and sister, and all of us, might be encouraged to see in this passage in Genesis something very blessed that is from the hand of God Himself. A newly married couple receive in one another something from the hand of God Himself. That is a very blessed sign of the detailed consideration that God has for His children. He gives them good gifts, and this in Genesis 2 is one of them. Other things also come in and He gives us what we need. Here, before the scene is spoilt by sin, He gives this good gift. He gives them one another. The benefit of that is intended to remain with us for the whole of our lives. I have that impression from looking at old brethren who have been married for many years. You could say that the good gift they received from God in one another has retained its freshness. 

I think those who are old and who have been married for many years would bear that out; the blessedness of God’s good gift remains. There is something very moving about an old man or an old woman talking about when they were young, and talking about when they first met their husband or wife. I remember one who spoke of the time when he first met his wife as if it were yesterday. The freshness and the blessedness of what God had given them in one another had lasted. I encourage our young brother and sister to take this gift from the hand of God. Its fragrance and freshness will remain with them. 

Think of a man like Abraham, and how long he lived with his wife. Think of Jacob, how feelingly he speaks about his wife who had died. He says, there was only a little way to go (see Genesis 48: 7). How he would have cherished the opportunity to complete his journey with the one he loved, as having received that blessing from God, but in God’s ways it was not to be. 

Here in John 2 there is a young man setting out on the same path. His wife is not mentioned but he is taking up a gift that God had given, and here we have the signs that Jesus did beginning. So there is something from God and something from the Lord. But first there is an intervention by this feast-master. I want our young brother and sister to understand that they do not need a feast-master. They do not need anything to bring a colour or add anything to what they have from God. What we find when a feast-master is present is that things have to be contrived and eventually they begin to run out. That is a sad thing. The institution of marriage is what God Himself has given, and what God has given will not run out; it will not become contrived; it will never need any artificial stimulation; it will last and last. The gift our beloved brethren have in one another from God is enough, and they do not need a feast-master. But if we resort to these contrivances then we may find that they do run out. 

On the other hand, we find what the Lord Himself is able to bring in. What a mark He left on this marriage meeting! What a mark He left on the lives of this young man and his wife! He Himself was present and He manifested His glory. What a beginning, beloved! I would encourage our young brother and sister to make such a beginning. As far as this meeting is concerned, we would say that Jesus and His disciples have been invited, but how blessed it is to give the Lord an opportunity to manifest His glory. He eclipses the feast-master, He brings things from a source the feast-master knows nothing about. He gives a new colour to God’s institution. Why should the first of Jesus’ signs be at a marriage? I think it follows the beginning of Genesis. It is one of the first things that God brings in. The incoming of Jesus then gives a new colour to everything that God has established. I believe our young brother and sister would find that He would give a particular colour to their marriage too. 

In chapter 4 there is a problem in a household, and a second sign. Jesus Himself does not come to the house, but there is another sign. I believe that sign is to confirm this first sign. In the first sign the Lord Jesus Himself comes into the lives of a couple setting up house. Then He gives the resource to go on enjoying what has come from the hand of God. 

It is a simple thought, beloved, as to beginning. Our young brother and sister have, no doubt, made a lot of resolves as they make a beginning together. I would like them to see that they have come under the eye of God, and they have come under the eye of the Lord, and both God Himself and the Lord Jesus have something to give them. They have received things from the brethren, but what a thing it is to receive something from God Himself—as a mark of His affection, as a mark of His grace, as a mark of His goodness. May they prove that, whenever God gives something, He will give the power to keep it fresh too. 

Word at the marriage of Mr. P. Morris and Miss R. Woodford, Dorking
6 June 1987

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:21-24 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. [24] Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

John 2:1-11 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. [4] Jesus says to her, What have I to do with thee, woman? mine hour has not yet come. [5] His mother says to the servants, Whatever he may say to you, do. [6] Now there were standing there six stone water-vessels, according to the purification of the Jews, holding two or three measures each. [7] Jesus says to them, Fill the water-vessels with water. And they filled them up to the brim. [8] And he says to them, Draw out now, and carry [it] to the feast-master. And they carried [it]. [9] But when the feast-master had tasted the water which had been made wine (and knew not whence it was, but the servants knew who drew the water), the feast-master calls the bridegroom, [10] and says to him, Every man sets on first the good wine, and when [men] have well drunk, then the inferior; thou hast kept the good wine till now. [11] This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

Mark 10:6 (JND) [6] but from [the] beginning of [the] creation God made them male and female.

Luke 2:12 (JND) [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 48:7 (JND) [7] And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was yet a certain distance to come to Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath, that is, Bethlehem.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …



“THOU WILT LEAD ME AND GUIDE ME” (PSALM 31: 3)

S. W. Powell 

Year after year unfolds as time rolls on, 

Some fraught with pressure as each year has gone, 

Yet there is joy as His blest work I scan, 

In ways of tender grace since He began 

To lead me by still waters of His choice— 

To cause mine ear to hear His precious voice— 

To guide my feet into the way of peace, 

To learn each day His gracious hand of love, 

His blest companionship, till called above. 

Written on the author’s ninetieth birthday in September 1978, Los Angeles

 


MUSINGS

GOD’S WORK IN HIS PEOPLE As he ends the Epistle to the Hebrews, Paul (who we may be assured was the author) prays that “the God of peace” might “perfect you in every good work ... doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ”. We should think more of the fact that, as believers, we have been chosen to be the subjects of divine workmanship. Solomon had his masons skilfully to shape the stones taken from the quarry, and carpenters to carve the cedar and sandal-wood for the house, but God is working in patient skill in those He has secured through the work of Christ to form in them what is “pleasing before him”. 

What is pleasing before Him? It can only be the choice and excellent features which were His constant delight in the manhood of Jesus here His dependence. His sacrificial devotion to the 

Father’s will, His meekness, grace, and faithfulness, His fulfilment of all righteousness, His compassion towards men in all their need. Now, by His Spirit, God is forming in His own what is Christ-like in character. 

An artist, with skill and patience, executes on a canvas a picture which reflects his tastes, and so also a sculptor with a rock he has carefully chosen, but how wonderful it is that in us God is working to produce and refine what is “pleasing before him”. Let us lend ourselves to what He would bring to pass as He uses every aspect of our lives to further what is choice and distinctive under His eye. 

FCM

 


EXTRACTS

Ques What is meant when it says of the Spirit, “that he may be with you for ever”? 

JT Is it not an encouragement to think that He will never leave us? The Lord Jesus has gone away; the apostles are no longer here; brothers who were leaders have been likewise removed, one after another. All that causes sorrow; but the Spirit abides with us for ever, so John speaks in Revelation of the Spirit and the bride saying “Come” to Jesus. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 40, p.54) 

We think service is what the servant does, but it is what the Lord does with the vessel. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Mark’, p.405) 
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