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THE TWO ALTARS


Exodus 27:1,2; 30:1-3;  Revelation 8:3,4;  Deuteronomy 33:10

I would like, dear brethren, with help, to speak of these two altars, and the connection between them.  The verse in Deuteronomy connects them – it mentions incense and whole burnt-offering.  They are connected in other ways, too, because they were both altars to offer unto God what was pleasing.  The Scripture speaks of the burnt-offering as a sweet odour to God (Lev.1:9), and of course the incense that was offered on the altar of incense (or the golden altar, as it is spoken of) was an incense of fragrant drugs (Ex.30:7, footnote).  I suppose if an Israelite drew near to the tabernacle and entered into the court with his offering, his animal, what would dominate his view as he drew near would be the altar.  These two altars were very different in size, very different in appearance, and different also in what they were intended for, but there was a link.  

The brazen altar, as it is described (1 Kings 8:64), speaks of Christ.  We often speak of Christ as the Victim, the One who suffered, and suffered on our account; but Christ is seen not only in the victim that was offered, but in the altar itself and in the priest that offered.  I think there is something that is peculiarly intended to touch our affections as we think about the altar itself.  The brazen altar was large; it had to be large because large animals were to be consumed on it.  There was to be no collapse in the altar, and it was overlaid, as we have read, with copper.  Both these altars were made – as was all the woodwork in the tabernacle – of acacia wood, a durable wood that speaks of the manhood of Jesus here, in God’s dwelling place.  The brazen altar was overlaid with copper because it not only had to sustain the victim, but it had to sustain the fire also.  I wonder if we think of Christ in that way.  I think we should, and I think the more that we do, the more He will become endeared to us.  In the tabernacle system, the sin-offering was consumed by the fire, but the altar was not consumed.  It speaks of Christ as great enough, personally, to sustain, and we might say exhaust, the judgment of God – that judgment that fell upon Him without any relief or mitigation. 

The altar sustained the weight of the victim and the heat of the fire that consumed it.  You think of what Christ endured.  That thought came to me on Lord’s day, and it led me to this passage.  It says that He “endured the cross” (Heb.12:2), and He “endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself” (v.3).  That was written in the epistle to the Hebrews to persons who were in danger of giving up because of the suffering that they were undergoing, and the writer draws their attention to Christ, as it were in altar character.  He says, “For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself”.  And He endured the cross: what endurance that was, and what love led Him to endure it.  The altar was overlaid with copper to bring that out, typically.  If you drew near to the court of the tabernacle, it must have looked like a slaughterhouse; offerings were going up all the time.  In the Song of Songs it says, “Who is this, she that cometh up from the wilderness Like pillars of smoke” (chap.3:6).  Pillars of smoke: what a testimony went up from the camp of Israel in those pillars of smoke, that they were in relationship with God.  It was based on this amazing sacrifice of One who endured the cross.  We rejoice in all the blessings that have reached us because of His sacrifice: the favour in which we stand before God; the liberty that we have to address Him; the fellowship into which we have been called, and its many blessings.  Let us never ever forget, dear brethren, that all is based on sacrifice, and what a sacrifice – a sacrifice like none other.  Christ has met every claim of God and has glorified Him in doing so, and He not only sustained the judgment, but He also maintained everything that was for God’s pleasure, the sweet odour that went up to God from the obedience of Christ.  It has been said that, from one point of view, as He went to the cross He was never more attractive to the Father than when He took that place in subjection to the will of God1, and sustained – as only He could – what had to be borne.  I think that is to touch our affections.  

The brazen altar was before the entrance of the tent of meeting in the court of the tabernacle, but when we come to the altar of incense, it is in the holy place: it is just before the veil.   I think it speaks, dear brethren, of what we can provide that is of the character of a sweet savour to God.  We might ask whether we are exercised to provide it; whether the love of Christ has had that effect upon us that we desire to provide it, to provide what is exquisite to the heart of God.  This altar was much smaller, and it was not overlaid with copper, it was overlaid with gold: it was not for burnt-offering as the brazen altar was.  Aaron was to offer incense upon it, continual incense.  

I am encouraged by the passage in Revelation to think that the altar of incense includes the thought of what we ourselves can provide for God.  This altar is spoken of there as the golden altar, and where the angel – which may have been a reference to Christ Himself – gives efficacy to the prayers of the saints before the throne.  It says, “the smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the saints”.  Those prayers and thanksgivings are of course uttered in the name of the Lord Jesus; what fragrance there is to God in that.  The incense went up with the prayers of the saints.  He gave efficacy to them, prayers that may perhaps have been awkwardly expressed, or inadequately expressed, or even sometimes ignorantly expressed; but in the hand of the great Priest, what goes up to God is fragrant to Him.  The challenge is whether we have that which the Priest can use.  As we come together for the Lord’s supper and the service of God, it would be normal to have a fresh appreciation of divine love and for brothers to give expression to that in the service.  We do not want to put pressure on people; I can understand that, but in a sense there is a pressure.  The apostle Paul says, “For the love of the Christ constrains us”, 2 Cor.5:14.  If I have entered into the dwelling place of God, I have passed the brazen altar.  If I come to the Lord’s supper, I look upon those emblems and they speak of love which, the Scripture says, surpasses knowledge (Eph.3:19).  It is a love that has been expressed in giving, such giving that none of us has ever experienced anything greater; a love that gave everything; it could not have given more.  

There they are on the table, the physical, material symbols of a love that gave and it could not have given more.  He gave His body, and He shed His precious blood, for me.  The Lord said, “This is my body, which is for you”, 1 Cor.11:24.   How direct that word is.  Not only that He died for everyone, or so that everybody should hear the gospel and be blessed by it, but He gave His body for me; He shed His precious blood for me.  As a brother once said, the greatest thing that has ever been done in the universe, was done for me.  

Now that of itself must, and does, have a constraining effect upon us.  “For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them”, 2 Cor.5:14,15.  I believe He looks on us as we pass that great altar overlaid with copper, and as we pass it, we think of the enduring power of the love of Christ.  In 1 Corinthians 13 it says as to love that it “endures all things” (v.7).  He endured that contradiction from sinners, but He endured the cross.  As we weigh that, it is intended to move and stimulate our hearts in response towards Him.  You may say, ‘Well, I give out a hymn’; and of course, the hymnbook, skilfully used in the power of the Spirit, can add a quickening and living touch to the service of praise, as we know and have experienced; but a hymn is the composition of someone else.  We take it on our lips and adopt it, but when I think of what was done for me, what do I have as a result that is of the character of incense, and can ascend in the hand of the great Priest who is over God’s house?  What have I got that is fragrant to God, because it speaks of the result of His own grace in our hearts?  

The effect of the love of Christ is expressed in the praises of those He leads.  It is remarkable that in that Psalm which speaks so powerfully of the sufferings of Jesus, Psalm 22, it says “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel” (v.3).  Even in that moment of extreme agony, when He was forsaken of God, He anticipated that in the midst of the assembly He would sing the praises of God (v.22; and Heb.2:12).  How He looks to see that we should be liberated in that praise, and not absent from it.  God said long ago, “and none shall appear in my presence empty”, Exod.23:15.  If we have been the objects of divine grace, and the fruit of the sufferings endured by Christ, there should be something – we may not think our impression is very much, and our ability to express our love may be small; but in the hand of the great Priest it will have the character of incense before God.  

May we be stimulated in it, dear brethren, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Maidstone

16 September 2025

Roland Brown


Scripture references

Exodus 27:1-2 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the altar of acacia-wood, five cubits the length, and five cubits the breadth; the altar shall be square; and the height thereof three cubits. [2] And thou shalt make its horns at the four corners thereof; its horns shall be of itself; and thou shalt overlay it with copper.

Exodus 30:1-3 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make an altar for the burning of incense: of acacia-wood shalt thou make it; [2] a cubit the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof square shall it be; and two cubits its height; of itself shall be its horns. [3] And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make upon it a border of gold round about.

Revelation 8:3-4 (JND) [3] And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might give [efficacy] to the prayers of all saints at the golden altar which [was] before the throne. [4] And the smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the saints, out of the hand of the angel before God.

Deuteronomy 33:10 (JND) [10] They shall teach Jacob thine ordinances, And Israel thy law: They shall put incense before thy nostrils, And whole burnt-offering upon thine altar.

Leviticus 1:9 (JND) [9] but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, a burnt-offering, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour.

Exodus 30:7 (JND) [7] And Aaron shall burn thereon fragrant incense: every morning, when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn the incense.

1 Kings 8:64 (JND) [64] The same day the king hallowed the middle of the court that was before the house of Jehovah; for there he offered the burnt-offerings, and the oblations, and the fat of the peace-offerings, because the brazen altar that was before Jehovah was too small to receive the burnt-offerings, and the oblations, and the fat of the peace-offerings.

1 Kings 8:64 (JND) [64] The same day the king hallowed the middle of the court that was before the house of Jehovah; for there he offered the burnt-offerings, and the oblations, and the fat of the peace-offerings, because the brazen altar that was before Jehovah was too small to receive the burnt-offerings, and the oblations, and the fat of the peace-offerings.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Exodus 23:15 (JND) [15] Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread, (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I have commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt; and none shall appear in my presence empty;)



THE PEOPLE OF GOD


Numbers 23:11-23; Revelation 4:2-11; 19:11-16; 

Nehemiah 12:31-34 (to “and Benjamin”), 38-43

It is in mind to say a word about the people of God and to speak about how dignified they are; and if we could, to lift them in our view.  I trust that all here are conscious of being part of the people of God.  John writes in his gospel, “He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God” (chap.1:11,12).  That is who we are speaking about: the children of God, or the people of God.  They are those who receive Christ.  If you are not sure that you are numbered among them, then I can tell you that the blood of Jesus is available for you.  All that is needed is for you to receive Him, as it says in that verse.  Receive the Lord Jesus as your own personal Saviour and know your sins forgiven, and your eternity is secure with God and with the Lord.  This occasion will not have been in vain if one soul puts their trust for the first time in the Lord Jesus. When you do that, you take your place by right among the people of God; it says in that scripture that you have the right to it: “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”.  

My exercise is two-fold: first, that our view of the people of God might be lifted; and second, that we might be encouraged to take our part among them.  I need hardly say that in past years we have been tested as to fellowship, and the experiences we have passed through have been very painful.  I take my part in confessing to have failed in that regard.  I would say further, not only have these things been painful, they are painful.  We feel very deeply in relation to those we have lost happy fellowship with, and it is in regard of fellowship I have failed.  

I trust it might help to have our view of the people of God lifted.  How do we regard them?  Do we regard them like God does, or do we have some lower view?  Let us value one another.  When we look on this company here, we should see what God sees, they are among the people of God.  How dignified they are; how special they are to Him, and therefore how special they should be to me.  I feel that exercise deeply.  We are speaking today in this room not to Jewish people, but to Gentiles who have been brought in, having had no right before.  Peter says, “who once were not a people” – that is where we were – “but now God’s people”, 1 Pet.2:10.  You can look on a company like this and say, ‘There they are, God’s people’.  You can say of today, ‘I was there with God’s people’.  What a thing that is, what a privilege to spend time with them.  Peter also says, “But ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood ... a people for a possession” (v.9).  That is what God says: let my view be more like that, and let us elevate our view of one another.  In Romans, I see that I was foreknown and predestinated of God (see chap.8:29,30); what a thing that is.  We cannot get our minds around that, but it is the truth.  And if it is true of me, it is true of my brother and my sister too.  The same is true of them.  

Where we read in Numbers, Balak, the king of Moab, was against the people of God, the children of Israel.  He was their enemy, and he was also afraid of them.  Balak hired Balaam to curse the people: he wanted them cursed.  We do not know very much about Balaam, he is not generally to be commended, but in this section of scripture he is used by God in a positive way.  We had reference in our reading to “the accuser of our brethren”, Rev.12:10.  That is a reference to Satan; and Balak was like that.  We need to be wary of influences that might be on the line of accusing our brethren.  That voice might be in my own head; I challenge myself first.  Perhaps I have some lower view of the brethren, perhaps that is what is in my mind.  Balak was set on accusing the people of God.  He had already asked Balaam to curse them once, and Balaam had blessed them instead.  Let us be like that.  Let us refuse the accuser and rather speak good of the brethren, of the people of God, because they are a dignified company.

Balak tries again: he takes Balaam to a new place.  He says distinctly, “thou shalt see only the extremity of them and shalt not see them all”.  He deliberately took Balaam to a place where he could only see a few.  Surely that is often our position.  We can only see a few; we often sit down with just a few.  My question today would be, ‘What difference does that make?’  Is it going to make a difference?  Is Balaam going to say, ‘Well, now you show them to me like this, I can see what you mean’.  Let our answer be different to that.  The nobility of God’s people has not changed because we only see a few of them.  

Balaam gets the answer.  Is the smallness going to make a difference to what Balaam says?  No!  He says, “I have received mission to bless; and he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it”.  That is the situation; God is set to bless His people.  In this company here, He is set to bless you.  And let us be clear that there are millions of Christians in this world who all have their part in God’s blessing; they all have their place among God’s people.  If there are only a few available to us, that makes no difference to how we view those few, none whatsoever.  God is on a mission to bless: let us be clear about that, and let us give thanks for it.  How much God has given!  He has given His own Son to be our Saviour, given His own Son that His people might be redeemed, that they might be taken from the dung-hill and set among nobles (see 1 Sam.2:8; Ps. 113:7,8).  These are the nobility we are speaking about.  Do you have any lower view of them?  I would encourage us all to lift our view and see the dignity that belongs to the people of God.

Balaam goes on, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”.  If God is saying that, what right would I have to point out faults?  There is plenty that God could have said through Balaam, plenty that God could have said to find fault with Israel and Jacob; and there is plenty that He could say about me.  But of God it says, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”.  If God is not seeing that, I have no right whatsoever to be pointing out faults; instead, I need to see the glory of the people that God has chosen.  They are “a chosen race … a people for a possession”.  Let our eyes be lifted, and let our view of one another, of my brother and my sister, be lifted to see what God sees, so that we might echo what it says at the end of this section.  If we see the people of God as God sees them, we would look on them and say like Balaam: “What hath God wrought!”.  Look at what God has done; look at the glory of it, even if, for now, we see only a few.

In the passage we read in Revelation 4, the people of God are in heaven.  Are you conscious that the people of God are going to heaven?  That is where they are going, where we are going.  We sang at the beginning of the meeting about taking ‘the heav’nly road’, the pathway leading up to God, the pathway that leads to where Christ is (see Hymn 228).  This scripture depicts a scene of celebration around God’s throne, where all He has done and the greatness of God Himself is being celebrated.  They say, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come”.  There are the four living creatures; they are a representation of the whole creation responsive to God.  What a scene it is!  You are going there: if you are part of God’s people, you are going to be there in this wonderful scene of celebration.  The saints are represented by these twenty-four elders.  It says about them that they are “clothed with white garments; and on their heads golden crowns”, and they are around the throne.  I was struck by a comment that these crowns are not exactly royal crowns; the elders are not crowned because they are royalty, but these crowns have been earned, morally.  Where were they earned?  They were earned in the scene of the testimony, in the time of formation, before they went to heaven.  That is where the elders earned the crowns; they have white robes, too.  They would speak to us of the exercises believers face in their lives, as we do, and God gives them crowns.  It speaks of the moral worth of the saints.

I thought to link this with what Scripture speaks of as “him that overcomes” (see e.g. Rev.2:7).  It is another view of the people of God: they are overcoming difficulties, overcoming opposition, overcoming doubts even.  In some cases, believers are overcoming persecution and suffering; some are overcoming frailties.  Think of a company like this one here today: you look around and you think what overcoming there has been, and is: it is ongoing.  The Lord sees it and He commends it; He would encourage us to take our part in it and be overcomers.  There are overcomers in every assembly: in those seven churches written to in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, there were overcomers in every one.  You can be an overcomer; there is room for them in every locality.  

The present time is the time of formation.  This is the time to take our place among the people of God, and to overcome whatever might hinder us being here for the Lord Jesus, so that things might be held for Him, in the scene of testimony.  The addresses to the seven churches speak of rewards: you have “the hidden manna” (chap.2:17), and “a pillar in the temple of my God … and I will write upon him … my new name” (chap.3:12).  These are all rewards for “He that overcomes”.  The Lord says to those in Sardis “which have not defiled their garments”, “they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy” (chap.3:4).  What a view that is of the people of God, who have laboured in the testimony and earned those crowns.  It says that they cast their crowns before the throne.  Those crowns were not for their own glorification; it was all for His glory.  Is there something you can do for Him in overcoming?  Can you observe an overcomer in your meeting, take a lesson from them, and follow their example?  

Revelation 19 is another view of the people of God.  In this view they are again in heaven, the Lord Jesus is there, and He is called “Faithful and True”.  Who else could that be?  The Lord Jesus is seen coming out of heaven to make war in righteousness, to take things up for God.  He will assert God’s rights, and defeat the forces of evil; He is mounted on a white horse.  He is coming out righteously, bearing that great name we referred to earlier: “King of kings, and Lord of lords”.  He is the Leader: He is leading “the armies which are in the heaven”.  It says, “And the armies which are in the heaven followed him upon white horses”. This is the saints coming out in military array, with the Conqueror going on before.  I wanted to refer to this military view of the people of God: “the armies which are in the heaven” is a military view; it is another view of the people of God.  This event is yet to come, but even at the present time, believers are in a campaign for the Lord and He wants you to take your part in it.  I want to make clear that I am not speaking about physical warfare: Paul says, “For the arms of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful”, 2 Cor.10:4.  And he says to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Tim.2:3.  

Can you be a soldier for Christ now?  Can you take some encouragement from this military view?  All of the saints will form the armies which are in the heaven, but there is combat now.  Paul says, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith”, 2 Tim.4:7, AV.  There is an appeal to every one of us to take our place in the ranks, to follow the colours, as it were.  These military references might help us; we do not speak about them often because we are not in actual warfare, and we have to be careful not to be drawn into such things, but the idea is there.  There is a call to the colours, and there is a banner to follow; the Lord Jesus is going on before.  The well-known hymn says, 

‘Onward Christian soldiers! 

   Marching as to war’2 

It is ‘as to’ war; the Christian’s experience is like it.  It is not war, but it is like it.  It is another view of the people of God, that they are soldiers in the ranks and there are places there to fill.  We do not want gaps in those ranks; they become very obvious.  I encourage myself and others to take our place, take our part with those who are for Christ and who are prepared to take part in the combat for Christ.  The world in general is against Him, and so there is something to be stood for.  May we be encouraged to take our place in the ranks.

In Nehemiah, we have the people of God again.  We are reading about the Jews here as a type of believers today.  We apply such a scripture currently, and see what learning we can gain for ourselves.  How can we apply this scripture?  It was written about a day of recovery, and there have been many days of recovery when God’s people renewed their strength.  We can refer to things that happened in the past, to historical events, but let us think of today; let every day be a day of recovery, of revival.  Let me have the desire to be brighter today than I was yesterday.  

The recovery in Nehemiah’s time is very inspiring to read about, and I would recommend it.  In the beginning it was Zerubbabel and his companions who came from Babylon, and the first thing they did was to set the altar of Jehovah on its base (Ezra 3:3) – they considered first for God.  The nations around them brought pressure to bear, and stopped the building of the house (see chap.4:23,24); but there was recovery (see chaps.5,6).  They considered for God, and applied themselves to building up what was for Him, God’s house.  And then Nehemiah comes and they start to build the city, Jerusalem.  They built the wall to protect what was for God; they built it up and made it strong, so it would stand.  When you read the account in Nehemiah, when they built the wall, the word used is “repair” (chap.3:4 and onwards).  That is something for us to think about.  Jerusalem was in ruins; it had been there before, and its wall had been built, then it was ruined.  But they repaired, every one his piece, and they overcame as they were doing it.  There was opposition, there were those who sneered at them and openly attacked them too (see Ezra 4).  But the people under Nehemiah were working together repairing, healing, restoring.  What work there is to do now, and we are to do it together, it is the work of the people of God.  This is another view of them, repairing the wall, repairing what had been there before.  A beloved brother used to speak often of those who repaired “a second piece” alongside their piece (see Neh.3:11,19,27).  There were those who were prepared to do more.  May we be encouraged, I appeal to every one, to do a bit more.  There is always more to do.

The day came when the wall was finished, and Nehemiah brought up these princes of Judah upon the wall: they stood on what they had built.  I think that is very suggestive.  If we have a time of celebration, maybe going to three-day meetings, as some will do soon if the Lord will, that is like a celebration.  But then it is a question of what it is built on.  There is work and labour in the background, underlying it.  All the labour in our localities, in real conditions: that is like the building.  Then on this day the princes stood on it, and there is a celebration of all that had been done in the building.  Nehemiah appointed two great choirs and processions.  It is a lovely picture, of the people of God.  The choirs would sing; let us keep singing!  We can sing as we go.  We can all sing, and we sing together.  No one should think that meetings are for a few brothers down at the front, the singing brings everyone in.  It says here at the end, “and also the women and the children rejoiced”.  The rejoicing is for all, everyone together.  

The two choirs that Nehemiah appointed went in two different directions – one went one way around the wall, and the other procession went the other way.  The places are named; I was thinking about that when I read the names.  A lot of detail is given; what does it mean?  The scripture speaks of the broad wall, and the fish gate, and the sheep gate; one thing is that these are all parts of the wall that have been repaired.  The people forming the choirs would take account of them as they walked, all the work that had been done, the tasks that had been undertaken, all the overcoming necessary so that the wall might be completed.  Think of them in their celebratory procession as they sang, taking account of different pieces of the wall and thinking, ‘That work was difficult’.  These considerations would help us to put our energy into the work so that we can enjoy the result, the procession and the singing.

Then both choirs stood in the house of God, and all these persons are taken account of.  The singers sang loud: they had nothing to be ashamed of; they celebrated God’s blessing on them.  He is on a mission to bless His people, and you can have your part in it among the people of God.  He has brought you into this celebration, and He will bring you into His house, the house of God.  The outflow of all this construction is in the service of God, where both choirs stood in the house of God, and the singers sang loud.  God had made them rejoice.  We feel happy to have our part in this dignified company.  If we are left here, we will take our place in the service of God tomorrow, where there is an outflow to Him, to His glory, and where the people of God are engaged in their highest calling.  

The scripture says, “in whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”, Eph.2:21.  Let us have some experience of that, of the increase, by the Spirit’s power, that we experience as joined together in worship to God, in His glory and His praise for all that He has brought us into.  “And the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off”: let us continue to reach for that top-stone.  There is work to do which is at the bottom, as it were, and how important it is.  There is still repairing to do, but you can have a part with the people of God in their true light where the choirs are standing together in the house of God.  I encourage us all to lift our view of the people of God, our view of one another; and to take our part among them in all these different ways.  Perhaps one of these ways particularly appeals to you; well, take it up, take up your part in the military campaign, or overcome that difficulty that has been holding you back, so that we all may be encouraged together.  

One more thought before I finish: regarding the second choir, Nehemiah says, “and I after them” (v.38).  I want to leave that with you.  Nehemiah is saying, ‘that is where I was’.  Can you say that?  I think it is most important that we can.  He described everything in full detail, all the details around him; and then he says, ‘that is where I was’; it is like saying, ‘I was there’.  I would encourage each one of us to think about that.  Where are you?  I was at the service of God last Lord’s Day.  Were you?  Let us have a suitably exalted view of our privilege: I was there at the service of God among God’s people.  I would ask each of us to think about these views of the people of God, and be able to say in our hearts, ‘There is my part – I was there, that is my place’.  May we be aware of the Lord’s help, and be conscious of the glory of the company we are in, and let us also be exercised about what our part is in it as individuals.  Where am I?  Where are you?  

May He bless the word.

 

Address at Grimsby

11 October 2025

Garth McKay


Scripture references

Numbers 23:11-23 (JND) [11] And Balak said to Balaam, What hast thou done to me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and behold, thou hast blessed them altogether. [12] And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which Jehovah puts in my mouth? [13] And Balak said to him, Come, I pray thee, with me to another place, from whence thou wilt see them; thou shalt see only the extremity of them and shalt not see them all, and curse me them from thence. [14] And he took him to the watchmen's field, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered up a bullock and a ram on [each] altar. [15] And [Balaam] said to Balak, Stand here by thy burnt-offering, and I will go to meet yonder. [16] And Jehovah met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Return to Balak, and thus shalt thou speak. [17] And he came to him, and behold, he was standing by his burnt-offering, and the princes of Moab with him; and Balak said to him, What has Jehovah spoken? [18] Then he took up his parable and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear! hearken unto me, son of Zippor! [19] God is not a man, that he should lie; neither a son of man, that he should repent. Shall he say and not do? and shall he speak and not make it good? [20] Behold, I have received [mission] to bless; and he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. [21] He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel; Jehovah his God is with him, and the shout of a king is in his midst. [22] God brought him out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of a buffalo. …

Revelation 4:2-11 (JND) [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting, [3] and he [that was] sitting like in appearance to a stone [of] jasper and a sardius, and a rainbow round the throne like in appearance to an emerald. [4] And round the throne twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders sitting, clothed with white garments; and on their heads golden crowns. [5] And out of the throne go forth lightnings, and voices, and thunders; and seven lamps of fire, burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; [6] and before the throne, as a glass sea, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, four living creatures, full of eyes, before and behind; [7] and the first living creature like a lion, and the second living creature like a calf, and the third living creature having the face as of a man, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. [8] And the four living creatures, each one of them having respectively six wings; round and within they are full of eyes; and they cease not day and night saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come. [9] And when the living creatures shall give glory and honour and thanksgiving to him that sits upon the throne, who lives to the ages of ages, [10] the twenty-four elders shall fall before him that sits upon the throne, and do homage to him that lives to the ages of ages; and shall cast their crowns before the throne, saying, [11] Thou art worthy, O our Lord and [our] God, to receive glory and honour and power; for *thou* hast created all things, and for thy will they were, and they have been created.

Revelation 19:11-16 (JND) [11] And I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and one sitting on it, [called] Faithful and True, and he judges and makes war in righteousness. [12] And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knows but himself; [13] and [he is] clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God. [14] And the armies which [are] in the heaven followed him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine linen. [15] And out of his mouth goes a sharp [two-edged] sword, that with it he might smite the nations; and he shall shepherd them with an iron rod; and he treads the wine-press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Nehemiah 12:31-34 (JND) [31] And I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great choirs and processions, on the right hand upon the wall towards the dung-gate. [32] And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, [33] and Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, [34] Judah and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah,

1 Peter 2:10 (JND) [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

Revelation 12:10 (JND) [10] And I heard a great voice in the heaven saying, Now is come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ; for the accuser of our brethren has been cast out, who accused them before our God day and night:

1 Samuel 2:8 (JND) [8] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, To set [him] among nobles; and he maketh them inherit a throne of glory; For the pillars of the earth are Jehovah's, and he hath set the world upon them.

Psalms 113:7-8 (JND) [7] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, [8] To set [him] among nobles, among the nobles of his people.

Psalms 113:7-8 (JND) [7] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, [8] To set [him] among nobles, among the nobles of his people.

Psalms 113:7-8 (JND) [7] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, [8] To set [him] among nobles, among the nobles of his people.

Revelation 4 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things. [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting, [3] and he [that was] sitting like in appearance to a stone [of] jasper and a sardius, and a rainbow round the throne like in appearance to an emerald. …

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

2 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] For the arms of our warfare [are] not fleshly, but powerful according to God to [the] overthrow of strongholds;

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 4:7 (JND) [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

Ezra 3:3 (JND) [3] And they set the altar on its base; for fear was upon them because of the people of the countries; and they offered up burnt-offerings on it to Jehovah, the morning and evening burnt-offerings.

Ezra 4 (JND) [1] And the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity were building the temple to Jehovah the God of Israel; [2] and they came to Zerubbabel and to the chief fathers, and said to them, We would build with you; for we seek your God, as ye; and we have sacrificed to him since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assyria, who brought us up hither. [3] But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the chief fathers of Israel said to them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build a house to our God, but we alone will build to Jehovah the God of Israel, as king Cyrus, the king of Persia, has commanded us. …

Nehemiah 3:11-27 (JND) [11] Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired a second piece, and the tower of the furnaces. [12] And next to them repaired Shallum the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, he and his daughters. [13] The valley-gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the dung-gate. [14] And the dung-gate repaired Malchijah the son of Rechab, the chief of the district of Beth-haccerem; he built it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars. [15] And the fountain-gate repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the chief of the district of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king's garden, and to the stairs that go down from the city of David. [16] After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the chief of the half district of Beth-zur, even over against the sepulchres of David, and to the pool that was made, and to the house of the mighty [men]. [17] After him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him repaired Hashabiah, the chief of the half district of Keilah, for his district. [18] After him repaired their brethren, Bavvai the son of Henadad, the chief of the half district of Keilah. [19] And next to him repaired Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, a second piece over against the going up to the armoury at the angle. [20] After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired another piece, from the angle to the entry of the house of Eliashib the high priest. [21] After him repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz, another piece, from the door of the house of Eliashib as far as the end of the house of Eliashib. [22] And after him repaired the priests, the men of the plain [of Jordan]. …

Ephesians 2:21 (JND) [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord;



THE THIEF ON THE CROSS


Luke 23:33, 39-45

I would like to convey a simple impression about the malefactor who was crucified alongside the Lord Jesus.  In one way, the experience of this malefactor was unique.  The hymn speaks of him as

 ‘Redemption’s earliest trophy’       Hymn 145

But in another way, the experience of this malefactor is one that we all need to have.  It would appear that what is recorded in this scripture took place in a very short period of time.  The gospels of Matthew and Mark indicate that this malefactor cast the same reproaches on Jesus as the other, and in John’s gospel there is no reference to what this malefactor said or did.  Whatever took place with him, to bring him to say what he did to Jesus, was in a period of less than three hours.  How much was compressed into that time.  

What this man passed through is the needed experience of every soul as lost and away from God.  We are told at the beginning of the passage that the other malefactor spoke insultingly to the Lord Jesus: “Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us”.  I suppose he was conscious of the consequence for him of his crimes, and he wanted to be saved from these consequences at the hands of the Romans.  But you will notice that the other malefactor responds by saying, “Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment?”.  You might have thought that his concern would be those who had physically put him on that cross, those who had passed judgment on him.  But light had reached this man’s soul, and he was conscious that he was under divine judgment.  Whatever he was suffering from men, he was under divine judgment.  

The question asked by the repentant malefactor reminded me of what Paul says at the beginning of the epistle to the Romans about the condition of man as away from God – man subject to the range of sin which he has conceived as away from God and pursuing his own will.  In the second chapter, the apostle says, “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, every one who judgest, for in that in which thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.  But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth” (vv.1,2).  In the gospel we have to understand that the judgment that we should fear, and that we should be conscious of, and that our consciences should be arrested as to, is the judgment of a holy and righteous God against sin.  And all men, we among them, have “sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Rom.3:23.

Would any here question that they are under “the same judgment”?  And would anyone question that the judgment of God against sin is that he who sins should die?  That is the judgment of God, that the penalty that attaches to sin is death.  This thief on the cross was very conscious of that; he was conscious of death and the curse, hanging upon a tree and about to die.  

You say, ‘Well, this man had committed a sin’.  He must have done something against the law, and the penalty of the law was that he should be put to death.  The penalty of sin is death: that is the divine judgment upon sin.  This man says, “and we indeed justly”.  There is perhaps nothing that people resent more than perceived injustice.  We find it in our own hearts – we resent the thought that some injustice has been done to us.  But when we feel like that, what is it that we thought we were entitled to?  What did I think I deserved before a holy and righteous God, against whom I have sinned?  We are speaking of God.  The gospel is not some impersonal matter: we have offended someone, and the One whom we have offended is the God who created us.  How solemn is the position of man as having pursued his own will from the outset, and having offended against God, the God who only ever desired man’s blessing.

I repeat the repentant malefactor’s words: “and we indeed justly”.  Is everyone here conscious that death is the just judgement of God for what we have done?  “And we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  There was no hope in that statement, but it is good and indeed essential that the conscience should be arrested as to the consequences of sin.  This man came to repentance as to all that he had done and what it meant before a holy and righteous God.  In coming to repentance, he saw what his sin meant to God.  The first malefactor saw what his sin meant for him, what the consequences were for him; but the repentant malefactor was conscious of what his sin meant to God: “we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  God is just; but as the scripture says, He is “a just God and a Saviour”, Isa. 45:21.  How thankful we are for these words, “and a Saviour”.  What glad tidings we can proclaim about “a just God and a Saviour”!  But if death is the just judgment that lies on every man, on what basis can a just God be a Saviour?  The preacher is able to say: on the basis that “this man has done nothing amiss”.  What light shone into this man’s soul!  Consider Pilate: God gives His testimony through Pilate – “I find no fault whatever in him”, John 18:38.  I think that is God’s testimony; we are not told anything about what Pilate really thought.  By contrast, this man’s testimony that Jesus had “done nothing amiss” expressed his admiration for Jesus, his own admiration of “this man”.  He saw a man hanging beside him in the same outward circumstances as himself, but he says, “this man has done nothing amiss”.  

What did the malefactor see in Jesus?  Are you an admirer of Him?  He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Heb.7:26.  There is one Man to whom what is said as to all men in Romans 3:23, does not apply.  He was “sin apart”, Heb.4:15.  The scripture says that He “knew not sin” (2 Cor.5:21) and that “in him sin is not”, 1 John 3:5.  He demonstrated perfect, spotless humanity in every movement of His pathway here and so it was said rightly, “this man has done nothing amiss”.  Why then was He hanging on a cross?  The malefactor said that “we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”.  I think the repentant thief knew the answer to why the Lord was hanging there.  He was not there on His own account and there was nothing in Him that warranted the cross: He must be there on account of others.  He was there on account of this malefactor, and He was there on my account.  Do you believe that He was there on your account?  He was there, beloved, so that the grace of God might be displayed towards man in all its fulness, and so that God “should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”, Rom.3:26.  He bore the judgment so that all who believe on Him do not come under that judgment; it does not fall on them.  

We know that this thief died.  Did he not then suffer the judgment of what he had done at the hands of men?  He bore the consequences of his sins at the hands of men, but there was a Man beside him bearing the consequences, the guilt of his sins, at the hand of God.  And He bore all these sins, and the sins of every one who believes on Him, so that any who have their faith and trust in Him and in His precious blood are covered by that blood, and the matter of our sins is dealt with before God.  We sing:

‘His soul, by virtue of the blood,

   To paradise received,

Redemption’s earliest trophy stood

   From sin and death retrieved.’  Hymn 145

That a sinless life was given up!  The blood was the witness to that life given up; He was a perfect, willing, holy sacrifice.  How touching it is the Lord Jesus answers this soul when what was immediately before Him was that He should bear the judgment that belonged to that man at the hands of a righteous God, and that He should bear the sins of many.  Does that include you?  It says that He “gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.  It is a work sufficient for all, He died for all; but He was “once offered to bear the sins of many”, Heb.9:28.  There is the necessity for a personal transaction with Jesus.  The malefactor turned from speaking to the other, and he says to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  He turned to Jesus, and we all need to turn to Jesus.  The answer to every need of ours is in Him.  To the myriads who have their faith and trust in Him, there is no question of us bearing the consequence of our offences, because He has borne them for us.  There is no question of condemnation, because He took the condemnation upon Himself.  For the believer, there is no condemnation left (see Rom.8:1).  The wrath of God was poured out on the head of Jesus, on the head of my Saviour.  

It is extraordinary how far this man came in his soul in such a short period of time.  He was hanging alongside One who was dying on a cross; that was the reality of the circumstances in which he was.  And yet he says, in effect, ‘He is my Lord and He has a kingdom’.  The Lord Jesus is going to take up His kingdom: the truth of the Lord’s resurrection, ascension and exaltation is all conveyed in what this man says: “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  This same glorious One who offered Himself as a willing victim in my place, and in the place of all who believe on Him, was the One whom God has raised and exalted.

I think something of that is conveyed in the words of the malefactor.  He had some impression of who this Man was, the Lord Jesus who was hanging beside him.  He was the One into whose hands God had already committed all things (see John 13:3); He was going to raise Him, and exalt Him, and grant to Him all the authority in the universe.  The malefactor saw that He was Lord, and that He had a kingdom.  He must have had a sense that there was another order of things altogether, of which this Man was the beginning, and which took character from Him.  This thief had no earthly prospects and was on the verge of death.  Beloved, if you are a believer on the Lord Jesus, I would ask what earthly prospects do you have, what prospects in this world?  The “death of the cross” (Phil.2:8) is what the world gave to Jesus.  The thief had no earthly prospects at all.  We are left here in whatever time remains to us, but we are looking forward to something else, as the thief was: “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  A believer has prospects, and a life, and blessings that are on the other side of death, and they are secured in Christ.  We are separated from the world that has rejected Him.  That is the portion of the believer while here in the body.  

The Lord’s response to this man is very touching.  He does not refer to His kingdom exactly, but assures the thief that he will be with Him where He is.  The gospel is very personal.  The Lord Jesus loves you, and He would have you with Him where He is, delivered from all that stood out against you because He has met it, and He will bring you to live in a relationship with Him.  As such you are detached from the world that cast Him out.  “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”: we can be with Him now.  We are not yet in paradise, while we are still here, but we can be in the present enjoyment of His love.  

This man refers to Jesus as Lord, and the Lord’s answer is that he would be with Him “To-day”.  But we have a present blessing that the thief did not know – the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This man was never tested as to owning Christ’s Lordship in the way we are, as left here in this scene – he was taken to be with Him and his responsible course was over.  But believers have the power by which to call Jesus “Lord” now.  The Lord asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?”, Luke 6:46.  Well, what power is there for that? The cross is the manifestation that the flesh has no power, for it has been ended, and we are to crucify the flesh (see Gal.5:24).  The flesh could never respond to Him, or own His authority.  It has been done away with as far as God is concerned, and power has been given in the blessed Holy Spirit of God, the One whom the Father has sent: He was sent from the Father and He gives believers the power to know Jesus as Lord.  The Spirit also helps us to be in the present enjoyment of His love and His company: “Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me”.  

I just wanted to convey this, that in the dying thief we see something of the experience of the gospel received by a soul.  We become conscious of what we are and our consciences are arrested, and we are led to repentance towards God.  We have some sense of what our sins meant to God, and then to look on the One who “has done nothing amiss” and who took upon Himself all the guilt and judgment that belonged to us as sinners.  He took on and exhausted the judgment of God, as the spotless sacrifice.  And then in the Holy Spirit we have a power now to own Christ as Lord and to recognise His authority, and to enter into a living relationship with Him.

May we be helped in it, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Luke 23:33-45 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. …

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Isaiah 45:21 (JND) [21] Declare and bring [them] near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath caused this to be heard from ancient time? [who] hath declared it long ago? Is it not I, Jehovah? And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour, there is none besides me.

Isaiah 45:21 (JND) [21] Declare and bring [them] near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath caused this to be heard from ancient time? [who] hath declared it long ago? Is it not I, Jehovah? And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour, there is none besides me.

Isaiah 45:21 (JND) [21] Declare and bring [them] near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath caused this to be heard from ancient time? [who] hath declared it long ago? Is it not I, Jehovah? And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour, there is none besides me.

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Romans 3:26 (JND) [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

Romans 8:1 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.

John 13:3 (JND) [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God,

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 6:46 (JND) [46] And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?

Galatians 5:24 (JND) [24] But they that [are] of the Christ have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts.



Notes
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	 JT Vol.52 p.360
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	 By S Baring-Gould
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Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are usually taken
from the Darby Translation





