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DIVINE CERTAINTY IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

D. Robertson 

1 Peter 3: 18 

I am impressed by the emphatic way in which Peter speaks in this verse we have read. You will notice how he uses the word indeed, “for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins”. God does not intend that the glad tidings should be presented in a vague way but with a note of certainty. He certainly desires that men should know of His disposition in grace toward them and of all that He has undertaken that they should be brought into the knowledge of divine blessing. We read, “our Saviour God, who desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. How hard men’s thoughts of God are, God is not like that, God is a Saviour God, He has proved it by giving His own Son. Paul says, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”, Romans 8: 32. 

I have been affected by what we sung in the first hymn here today as to the work of the Lord Jesus, and what He endured. I would like to remind you of Who the Saviour is, as Paul says, He is “over all, God blessed for ever”, Romans 9: 5. In becoming Man, His Person never changed, He remained God. The prophet says, “Let all flesh be silent before Jehovah; for he is risen up out of his holy habitation”, Zechariah 2: 13. Think of that divine movement, that God Himself stooping down, assumed a condition of manhood. He remained God and yet He became Man, and He became Man in order that He might die. Before He died He lived here a life of perfection. His was not a body of humiliation like ours. He came into a body in which He could be humiliated, and He was humiliated by men; He was scorned, He was spurned, the grace that He brought from God for man was set aside; He says, “they have both seen and hated both me and my Father”, John 15: 24. Nevertheless He was a perfect Man. He was that “holy thing”. He was like you and me, a real Man, but sin apart. You may say, Well the scripture says He was tempted. But all Christ’s temptations were outward, there were no inward temptations. You and I have inward temptations, but there was nothing in Christ that could be tempted. His temptations were outward. They were placed before Him but they found no point of affinity in that blessed and perfect Man. He says, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing” (John 14: 30), that is the perfection of Christ. Every day of that perfect life established one glorious thing, that there was a Man who had the right to live. Every other man’s life was forfeited, yours and mine are forfeited because we have sinned, we are sinners, we were born in sin and shapes in iniquity. 

That is the body of humiliation. We have to accept it, it is what we are as born after Adam’s race, but Christ in coming into humanity brought in His own features. He derived nothing morally from Mary. These are astounding matters. Mary was like you and me, she was a sinner, and she speaks of her Saviour, saying, “my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour”, Luke 1: 47. That is what she was, yet used of God for a very glorious purpose, blessed among women, but nevertheless part of a sinful race. But Christ derived nothing from her morally. 

The Lord was His own Root in manhood. He was that “holy thing”. He was intrinsically pure and holy throughout; and, as I say, every step, every day of that perfect life established that He alone had the right to live. Does it not affect your heart that once He had established His right to live, He laid that life down in death, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins”. 

So we come to the time, as the word says, that He offered Himself by the eternal Spirit without spot to God (Hebrews 9: 14), that is not the sin-offering, that is the burnt-offering. It was what Christ did, His own act. We also speak of the oblation or the meat-offering, that brings out the glory and substantiality of what was offered; the holy perfection of the offering was seen in the oblation, the holy, perfect, spotless, sinless Man. The burnt-offering is the excellency of the act in which He offered Himself, the motives that governed Him, the holy purity with which He offered Himself by the eternal Spirit spotless to God. He did that and, as doing it, the Lord Jesus put Himself in God’s hand to be used as God saw fit. One uses these words very hesitantly, but He placed Himself there in God’s hands, as we have said, offered Himself without spot to God. The whole question of sin had to be met, and it was then that God made Him sin, He judged sin there unsparingly. It was necessary that God should do it, it was morally right that God should do it, as the scripture says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. These are tremendous things. 

We sang in our opening hymn this morning as to the forsaking of Christ. How it affected the heart to think of that cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Never was that word “why” used with such power and feeling before, “why hast thou forsaken me?” There was no reason in Him. Where was the reason? The reason was in you and me. Those three hours of darkness on the cross were the hours of the forsaking of Christ. The rest of the work involved that He died, His blood was shed, He was buried, and He was raised again, but those three hours were the time when He was forsaken, and the efficacy of what was accomplished then is carried forward in its value and attached to all His work. So you can see one great work, the matter there settled for God, the judgment of sin passed by God on the head of a sinless One who said, “why hast thou forsaken me?” How solemn the matter is, how real it is to those who love Christ, that your Saviour and mine should be there in those three hours abandoned by God. Another has said so feelingly that that question is answered in the heart of every truly repentant sinner. Has it been answered in your heart? Thank God through grace I have answered it; I can say truthfully, with great joy and simplicity, He was abandoned on my account, that I might never be abandoned. Peter says, who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. O what a work that was! So it says, “for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins”. I love that word, “indeed”, it is a verity. What we are speaking of is no fable, it is nothing imaginary, it is real. Christ has indeed suffered for sins, “the just for the unjust”. If you look at the footnote you will see that “just” is singular, “unjust” is plural. “Just” refers to Christ, the only Just One, and yet He took the place of the unjust. In wonderful grace, in wonderful love for you and me, He took that place before God that the question of sin and sins might be judged in all its totality. Then it says, “has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust”, that is plural, that involves the whole race. It is the work that has been done on behalf of all men. However, it is only as you put your faith in Him that you come into the gain of that work. How many refuse to come into the gain of it; therefore they will never get the blessing that God intends them to have. 

There was not only the judgment of sins to be borne but also the penalty of death. In becoming a sinner man became subject to death as a penalty, and that required that Christ should go into death vicariously. What a solemn matter it was that the Lord Jesus Christ should go into death to bear the penalty of death. Mr. Darby wrote, ‘And for Him death was death. Man’s utter weakness, Satan’s extreme power, and God’s just vengeance’, (Collected Writings Vol.7, page 169). Christ met it all in going into death. Think of the Son of God going into death. There had never been a Person like that in death before, a Person upon whom death had no claim. The Lord Jesus went into death as One upon whom death had no claim and He broke its power. What a Saviour He is, what a glorious Person He is, what a work He has accomplished! He met the whole sin question, He broke the power of death, He shed His precious blood because without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. He was buried; the man who sinned and all that belonged to him were put out of God’s sight in the burial of Christ. What a glorious work it is, what a complete work! Who could have accomplished it but Jesus. One who was not personally chargeable with the offence? No sin could be charged to Jesus and He was completely immune from the power of death; yet He went into it and met the whole question to God’s glory and to God’s satisfaction. 

I was affected by our brother’s reference this morning to not fearing. Believers in Christ have nothing to fear before God. The whole matter that stood out against us as to our guilt and as to our state has been righteously met. We are not only forgiven but we are justified. People say sometimes in the preaching that to be justified means that you are made as if you had never sinned. It is far more than that, it means that you have been given a position in Christ in righteousness before God. That is justification. But the glorious fact of the matter is that Christ has gone into the distance. He has taken the place that was yours and mine in order that we might be given His place. What a Saviour He is! So it says, “that he might bring us to God”. That is a completed work. Not only that our burden, our guilt, our sinful state has been met and disposed of, but the basis has been laid that He might bring us to God, and bring us into the presence of God complacently. That is reconciliation, that we are there complacently without fear. You remember when they went up the mountain in Exodus 24, it says that they ate and drank in the presence of the God of Israel, and that He laid not His hand on them. 

That is a scene of reconciliation. The believer can go into the presence of God and He does not lay His hand upon him. It is His love, it is His heart, the distance has been removed; Christ has gone into the distance and removed it. He has removed the distance in order that we might be brought into the presence of God in nearness and without fear. It says, “perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4: 18), that must be the love of God in Jesus. The love of your dearest one on this earth is not perfect love; it might be great love and it might be a love that is most precious and most charming to you, but when we speak of perfect love it must be the love of God expressed in Jesus. Therefore “perfect love casts out fear”, so that we are in the presence of God righteously with not one thing to fear. We can speak boldly about it, not boldly in a fleshly sense, but boldly in the sense that divine grace has brought us into it and we have nothing to fear in the presence of God. 

When the day of judgment comes there is nothing to fear because we are like the Judge. We are like Him, we are like the Judge, we are brought into affinity with Him, we belong to Him, we are of the same order. If you are a believer you are of the same order as that blessed Man, you are brought before God as being of the same order as Christ, so that, “such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”, 1 Corinthians 15: 48. That is the impression I had this morning. There was Christ’s cross in all its grandeur, as one has said, Standing in all its dignity in the history of eternity. There is Christ’s cross and what has been accomplished there, but along with that there is the glory of God’s world. Not only what was unsuitable has been removed, but the righteous basis has been established for another world. God’s world, and God is going to populate it with persons like Christ. We have sung of it today. Were not our hearts thrilled? 

‘Like Jesus in that place 

Of light and love supreme’. (Hymn 64) 

We shall be there like Him, we shall be there suitable to the place. Again, we sometimes sing— 

‘There no stranger-God shall meet thee— 

Stranger thou in courts above!’ (Hymn 76) 

We are fitted for those courts, fitted for them because we are like Christ. 

These are the simple thoughts that I had, but our entrance into them all goes back to what I read, “for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins”. May we never forget it, may we grow in the appreciation of our Lord and Saviour. May we love Him more, may He fill our hearts. I trust He fills every heart. You boys and girls, does He fill your heart? Have you ever confessed Him? Is He your Saviour? One said of such a Person— 

‘Jesus, I will trust Thee, trust Thee with my soul— 

Guilty, lost and helpless. Thou canst make me whole’. 

Any child could say that. As we heard earlier today in the preaching, that very fine verse in Romans 10, verse 9, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”. It is not ‘Thou shalt perhaps be saved’, it is a verity, it is a certainty, “thou shalt be saved”. Oh that more might confess the name of Jesus today. We long to hear it. That is something that used to be urged upon us in the preachings by those good old preachers when we were children, they urged us to confess the name of Jesus. You do not want to be a secret disciple, you do not want to hide it. If you know Jesus as your Saviour, tell somebody about it; confess Him as your Lord, and you will find a fresh joy and power in doing so. It is a very fine thing to confess Jesus as Lord. There is salvation in it. You find that in going through the world, there is practical power and salvation in confessing Jesus as Lord. 

May our hearts be more full of Him, full of Christ. He is filling heaven, and in eternity will fill millions of hearts. I tell you more than that, He is filling the heart of God. Why should He not fill your heart? That blessed Man has ascended up above all the heavens that He might fill all things. May it be your experience that He is filling your heart. May it be that that glorious Man is filling all our hearts, and that there might be a fresh return, we may say a return in vigour, a return in life, a return in affection because of all we owe to Him. The Holy Spirit would help us in that. 

I would raise the question with each one of us as to whether we have the Holy Spirit. It is part of the gospel. Paul said, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?” Acts 19: 2. 

Have you received the Holy Spirit since you have believed? It is God’s gift, it is a divine prerogative. You cannot make it automatic, it is a divine prerogative. God gives the Holy Spirit. When He does it is His matter. He may act sovereignly in giving the Spirit as He did in the house of Cornelius in Acts 10. I suppose it is God’s intention to give the Holy Spirit to the believer as soon as He can. But have you received the Holy Spirit since you have believed? 

The reception of the Holy Spirit is on the basis of obedience and on the basis of asking. You ask for the Holy Spirit, and you are obedient and God is pleased to give you the Holy Spirit. 

It is not something that just happens as a consequential matter, it is God’s gift. It is God’s prerogative to give the Holy Spirit. What matters these are that God has given His Son to be our Saviour and He gives His Holy Spirit to indwell our hearts so that we can love and serve our Saviour, and love God too and serve God all the days of our life here. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Barnet
3 April 1994

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Zechariah 2:13 (JND) [13] Let all flesh be silent before Jehovah; for he is risen up out of his holy habitation.

John 15:24 (JND) [24] If I had not done among them the works which no other one has done, they had not had sin; but now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Luke 1:47 (JND) [47] and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Exodus 24 (JND) [1] And he said to Moses, Go up to Jehovah, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship afar off. [2] And let Moses alone come near Jehovah; but they shall not come near; neither shall the people go up with him. [3] And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah, and all the judgments; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words that Jehovah has said will we do! …

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Acts 19:2 (JND) [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come].

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …



OUR LINKS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

C. F. Dadd 

Acts 2: 1–4; Jude 20, 21; 2 Corinthians 13: 14 

The brethren will discern, no doubt, from what has been read, that I would like to say a word about the Holy Spirit. In the gospels the Lord spoke about going away, especially in John, but He told the disciples He was not going to leave them comfortless, that He would send the Spirit of God to be with them. They were to know the 

presence of the Spirit of God, they were to learn that He would guide them into all the truth, that He would take of the things of Christ and show them to them. They were going to learn that the Spirit of God was going to be their Friend. We often think of the idea of friendship relating to Christ, and we have Christ on high who is certainly our Friend. Another has said, the best Friend we have on earth is the Holy Spirit. Not your wife, not your parents, not your husband but the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit of God is to become known by us, beloved brethren, as the best Friend that we have. The Lord said He will be with you for ever. He has come down from an ascended Christ. Our brother reminded us of that in his prayer. It is good that we open a meeting like this in prayer, we are drawing on the power of the Spirit of God. 

The Spirit’s power is available to us, and that is what we would look for tonight, whoever might serve. What we are looking for is some touch from the Spirit of God that will relate to the side of power. 

The disciples were to learn that if they were to be in power testimonially it had to be by the Spirit of God, because everything here lies in the Spirit. I wonder if we really think much about this—everything testimonially lies in the Spirit. It really means that we should be in constant touch with the Spirit as we go on day by day. You start the day on your knees which is a good thing to do. I am giving everybody credit for that. You start with a word of prayer in the morning, and also you have the word of God, the Scriptures, so we have everything in our favour to begin the day. When you are on your knees in the morning you speak to the Lord, or maybe you speak to the Father. Do you speak to the Spirit? because He is the One who is going to be with you all day; He is going to be right by your side. He is going to be in you. 

“He abides with you, and shall be in you”, the Lord Jesus said (John 14: 17). Beloved brethren, my concern for myself, and for all of us, is that we might build up a better relationship, and a nearer relationship with the Holy Spirit of God. I see this as 

being essential if we are to get help in our souls, if we are to move forward, if we are to grow. 

We speak often about growth, and it is important, the idea of formation and growth in the believer. The only thing that is going over is formation. What will go into eternity in you and me is what is formed in us of Christ; not what I am naturally, regardless of what that might be, but the only thing that is going into eternity is the formation that the Lord and the Spirit have brought about while we are here in testimony. We are not going to learn in eternity; you might think you are, but you will not. Our capacity in eternity is being established now, and this is what makes this whole thing so serious, that we want to put our priorities in a right order so that we are thinking of what really counts. Young men have to attend to business matters, but as you come through remember one thing, the time for business will finish. You may have placed a lot of emphasis on it, and maybe I did too, but remember, put your priorities in order. What really counts is what is of God, your knowledge of God, that is what is going to go through. You want to think about that: promote the relationship that is open to us with the Spirit of God. He is the Comforter, the Lord said that about the Spirit. What a Comforter He is. He takes care of our spiritual matters. It is a good thing to think about, is it not? You want to grow spiritually, speak to the Spirit about it; but remember it is not automatic, if you want to grow spiritually you have to work at it. You have a hundred and one volumes of Mr. Taylor’s ministry, besides the ministries of Mr. Darby. Mr. Raven, and Mr. Coates, all these wonderful collections of ministry, but it is not going to help you unless you take those books off the shelf and work at them; this you have to do. 

I read these sections, because what is happening in the Acts is what the Lord had been speaking to the disciples about. Now the Lord has gone back, He has ascended into heaven, they saw Him go, and the Spirit has come down, and it says, “And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place”. That is a good thing, is it not, be all together? We are here tonight, maybe fifty brethren, are we all together? It is not just a physical thing, it is a moral idea, but the idea is that we are all together, and that in itself is the product of the work of the Spirit of God in us so that there is an affinity. We know that the affinity with each one of us is the truth. Paul, writing to the saints at Ephesus, says, “holding the truth in love”, Ephesians 4: 15. The truth is our bond. If things become difficult amongst us and exercises come in, the bond between you and your brother, or you and your sister, is the truth; that will be the bond, that is what will hold us, nothing else. You might have your likes and dislikes among the brethren, but that will not suffice, it has to be the truth. 

So Luke speaks about their being all together in one place, and then goes on to say, “there came suddenly a sound out of heaven”. These are very wonderful thoughts, “a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. 

And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”. Now here is the promise of the Lord Jesus coming about upon the disciples, as assembled,” they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”. The Spirit is not going to contest the place that He has with us, it is going to be up to me and to you to make way for the Spirit of God in our hearts. The more room we make for the Spirit, the more latitude He will take with us, but it is not automatic, it does not come about by hoping, it means we have to work at it. Then “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth”. So immediately the Spirit comes in, He fills persons, and He gives them the capacity to speak forth. Of course, we know that this was a miracle, that they were able and capacitated to speak in other tongues beside that in which they had been speaking. That is the kind of speaking that counts, not natural speaking. Men in the world are admired because of their ability to speak. You have had great statesmen representing the British empire who have been great public speakers, and we have had them in America too, but that is not what the Spirit of God is talking about. The power given to them here to speak forth is a power that would come from the Spirit of God and would represent the idea of spiritual power. It is a great thing to have a measure of power. We want to pray for it, dear brethren, it is a time when it is needed, and the Lord will help us. 

Jude might be one of those epistles that we do not refer to very often. It is very short, only one chapter, and it is written in a very difficult time. The apostasy is setting in, and that is the day we are in. We are in a day when what is apostate is all round us. It is a very real thing, the power of the devil influencing governments and principalities and powers, and nations, and races. So the days in which we live are truly difficult days. Paul said elsewhere “that in the last days difficult times shall be there”, 2 Timothy 3: 1. We are in them and we need the power of the Spirit of God to help us through, and thank God that Spirit is available to us. 

As Jude comes to the latter part of his epistle he says, “But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith”. That is a fine word, is it not? You need more faith; I do, I feel rebuked sometimes at the lack of faith. You might say you have known the Lord a long time, but you know we can have our faith increased by exercising what we have. In a meeting like this, a hymn is given out and someone has to stand up and pray. It does not take gift to stand up and pray. What you need is to stand up in faith, and ask the Lord to help us as we proceed. 

The beginning of the meeting is possibly an easier time to pray than at the close. When opening the meeting, you have come in faith, you have come desirous to get some help, so you stand up on your feet and you say, Lord, help us. Make way for the Lord to come in, and He will help us. Young brothers can do this. 

So Jude says here, “building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit”. That is what I wanted to direct your attention to, “praying in the Holy Spirit”. Our brother drew on the power of the Holy Spirit as we said at the beginning of this meeting. 

Well, privately we can promote this, and we can build up this side of things, and as we learn to pray to the Spirit of God I think we will be expanded in what we can embrace and what we can cover as to the area in which the Spirit is operating. It is good to understand a little as to the area in which the Father is operating, or in which Christ and the Spirit are operating. It helps us in the way we address divine Persons. So he speaks about praying in the Holy Spirit. 

That is a wonderful thing. It would suggest amongst other things that as we are praying we are bringing in what is living and vital, and with a measure of power. Let us promote that, beloved brethren, in our private prayers, let us promote it. Last night we had maybe a dozen brothers here, and as we prayed, how many of us spoke to the Spirit of God? Did we bring Him into our prayer? There is plenty of scope for that and it would help us to understand that the Spirit of God is active. He is active with us individually as we stand up in faith and pray in the prayer meeting. So let us exercise the scope that we have, and let us learn to pray in the Holy Spirit. 

The apostle could no doubt say more, but he says, “keep yourselves in the love of God”, that is fine, is it not? Do you have a sense that God loves you? That is one of the things that marked John the apostle, he had a distinct sense that he was loved by the Lord. That is a great thing to have in our souls. You can look at a person whom you might love very dearly, but you look at them and say, The Lord loves them more than I do. We want to get hold of this in our souls and understand that God loves us. The Spirit of God is active in shedding abroad in our hearts the love of God, and the Lord would help us to understand what Jude says, “keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”. 

Well, just a word as to 2 Corinthians 13, because he brings in an interesting reference there. As Paul comes to the end of that second epistle, he says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”. Now, the brethren will note that communion has a footnote and it means ‘fellowship’. You know it is precious to think that we can be in communion with the Holy Spirit. Speaking about that recently, the idea of communing, it would be that in the sense of a friend, you are communing with a Friend. You are relating yourself to this Friend that has taken up a position in you and with you. Because I would assume, maybe not counting the youngest ones, that we have all received the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is absolutely vital to Christianity. If you are going to enjoy Christianity, if you are to move ahead, if you are to grow, if you are going to have any sense of a link with the Lord, it must be as indwelt by the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of God having scope with us. It means I am judging myself and making room for the Spirit, and I think this is an area where we can all get some help. 

Paul brings in this touch of communion, “and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”. I think it would suggest, amongst other things, that we are on good terms with the Spirit. 

How essential that is; we are on good terms with the Spirit of God, and we know what it is to speak with Him, and He speak with us. Have you ever had a sense of the Spirit of God speaking to you? Have you ever had a sense of the Lord speaking to you? You know these things are open to us, beloved brethren, and the secret lies in our link with the Spirit. I would appeal to every one of our hearts, including my own, that we might promote this, that it might be enlarged with us, and that we might become increasingly vital in the testimony and the enjoyment of Christianity. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen, Scotland
16 August 1994

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:1-4 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with [the] Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth.

Jude 1:20-21 (JND) [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

2 Corinthians 13:14 (JND) [14] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, [be] with you all.

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

Ephesians 4:15 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

2 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] This third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every matter be established. [2] I have declared beforehand, and I say beforehand as present the second time, and now absent, to those that have sinned before, and to all the rest, that if I come again I will not spare. [3] Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, (who is not weak towards you, but is powerful among you, …



FATHERHOOD AMONG THE SAINTS

J. R. Surtees 

Genesis 48: 14–16; 1 Thessalonians 2: 5–8; 2 Timothy 2: 1 

It is in mind to say a word as to fatherhood, in the character of providing from resourcefulness in circumstances of need and pressure. I think there are many examples of it in Scripture, as if God would delight to display, delineate perhaps is the word, this quality, in the detail of it. We know that it comes to light in a distinguished way in Abraham and also in Isaac. These men are for our instruction and contemplation. I trust we all here have some little understanding of what it means to have Abraham as our father and to walk in his steps; we derive from him in this way. Abraham walked in faith, he was distinguished in faith. 

When all else was against him he believed God, and God reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

It was, by nature, impossible to believe that what God said was going to be true; he was even more tested to believe God when he was called upon to offer up Isaac. “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac” (Genesis 22: 2), the first reference in Scripture to love. That relationship between father and son is delineated in the scripture. 

When we come on to Jacob, it is more the experience of it in the pressures of life. Jacob had known pressure; he had known what it was to have things not work out as he expected, and have to discover after all that God was behind the scenes, and that what he thought was not as he would have perhaps liked it in the first place, but God was greater than his thoughts. We come to that, do we not, that God is greater than our thoughts; He is also greater than our hearts. It is a sorrowful matter with us to prove what is in our hearts, they are deceitful. How often we prove this. The brethren of Joseph proved that, it took them years to come to it, and so it is with us. But God is greater than any deficiency on our side. God is greater than Jacob. You get some impression of how great he was when the scripture says he wrestled with God and with men and prevailed (Genesis 32: 28). It was a very far reaching and deep experience he had with God on the night when he was about to face Esau. Mr. Gardiner pointed out, and I found it very helpful, that he put off the matter of facing Esau when it was possible to sort things out between him and Esau alone, and after about twenty years Esau came to him with four hundred men. That would be far worse than one angry brother. It does not help to put things off in our histories, most of us find it easy to do it, but nobody is helped in this way. 

Jacob was greatly helped in meeting that matter as it arose, but first he was caused to spend a night with God; he wrestled with God and with men. The man with whom he wrestled said, 

“Let me go, for the dawn ariseth”, and Jacob said, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”, Genesis 32: 26. Have we got links with God like that? Have we understood God’s heart towards us like that, that He is minded to bless us? Have we laid hold, dear brethren, of the reality that God will bless us come what may? God will bring in blessing, He surely will. He will use those difficult circumstances, those pressures that we find so difficult to understand. He will use them as we are subject, to bring blessing in our hearts. 

Well now, Jacob, or Israel as he is named here, has reached, I think, the purpose of God in what he is saying and doing. He would carry all this experience with him in relation to these two lads. He stretched out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, and his left hand and put it on Manasseh’s head. They did not want to wriggle away, shall I say, or escape. There was something about his touch, his disposition towards them that would make them feel safe, I think, make them feel ready to receive something. Jacob as a father was a man who was able to impart things. Anyone here who has the great privilege of experiencing fatherhood would know that the best thing of all about it is to be able to give; there is nothing that affects the heart of a father, I think, like being able to give. Israel had the wherewithal to impart something to these two lads. First of all it says, he blessed Joseph. Joseph needed adjustment here. 

We know, of course, that there are times in the Scripture when Joseph rises to a type of Christ as no other ever could. Wonderful man he is, he suffered unjustly, and he received honour in Egypt unselfishly; maintained everything according to God; brought all the people into blessing; brought his brethren into blessing; settled his father in the land of Goshen. How unselfish he was. The Lord Jesus as the great Administrator in a day to come will do everything, may we say reverently, in the most unselfish manner, everything will be done for the glory of God, calling attention to the glory of God, and, of course. God will call attention to Christ in that day. He will display the work of God, the detail of it. What a day of display it will be! 

Now here Israel speaks of, “The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked”. 

He knew Abraham, did he not? It says in Hebrews that Abraham dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob (see Hebrews 11: 9). Jacob would have been a young man then. I worked out once that Jacob would have been about fifteen years old when Abraham died. He would have been formed in some impression of that man Abraham in his early years, in his impressionable years. Then he came into the prospect of blessing, he thought he could make a good success in Syria. In the end, much as he was prospered in his material circumstances, it was when he returned to go to the land of Canaan that his experience with God developed, and it was then that his discipline developed too. Disciplined as he was in Syria, for Laban changed his wages ten times he says, it was on his way back to Canaan that he started to face discipline at the hand of God. Rachel died there on the way back. It says there was a little way to go when God touched him very deeply. There was all the sorrow over Succoth, also Simeon and Levi, and the reproach that it caused but he came back into the land. God helped him in the land, and then there was the sorrow of Joseph being wrongly treated by his brethren, who were Jacob’s sons: Then the time came when God said to him, “Jacob, Jacob! ... fear not to go down to Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation”, Genesis 46: 2, 3. Much history entered into Jacob’s experience with God. 

So he says, “The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day”. While spoken to Joseph, that would be imparted, I think, to these two lads, his hands were upon them. They would listen to Israel speaking to their father and blessing him. Something would enter into their constitution that, I have little doubt, would never leave them; it was something that Israel had acquired from God, something that he could pass on. So we are tested, dear brethren, I am sure we would all say that, as to what we have that we can pass on. What is there in my experience with God that I can pass on to others? 

Then he goes on to say, “the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads”. How Israel knew a Saviour God, did he not, a Redeemer God; how he knew One who was purposed to preserve him, and could turn circumstances around so that Israel was caused to have to do with God in relation to them. He adds, “let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac”. There is a lot in that, is there not? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is referred to by the Lord Jesus, when he says, “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living”, Mark 12: 27. So the experience of this goes on as it did with Abraham, Isaac and Israel. What depth of feeling and history there is! Do we know it? Have we derived something from it? I suppose we can all speak of those who have greatly helped us. I can think quite easily of certain persons who have signally helped me in the apprehension of God in His benign goodness and mercy and love toward us, in the assurance that He will achieve His end and that He will accomplish His will with us. He will bring the saints into blessing according to Himself. Then there are the many who have prayed for us; we may never know who they are until the day to come, persons who have prayed for us and do still. No doubt many of us are a living testimony to the fact that there are those who prayed constantly for us. 

All that is preserved, the Father has all that in hand, nothing is lost, it awaits the day when it will be displayed. 

So we think of Paul among the saints in Thessalonica, this was in his early ministry. I have understood that the epistles to the Thessalonians were amongst the first, if not the first, of the epistles Paul wrote. He is speaking here of what they might have been entitled to as apostles, and by way of contrast what they did not seek. But he speaks of two things which I wanted to draw attention to, their gentleness and their yearning over them. He speaks of being gentle like a nurse would cherish her own children. Now that was the caring service of Paul. Such a man as he was in his affection for the saints of the assembly, was able to care for them, able to bring in what was needed for their maintenance and sustenance. How he would care for them as a nurse would cherish her own children. That is a good word, cherish. The Lord Jesus cherishes the assembly. Do I understand what it is to appreciate the heart of the Lord Jesus in relation to the assembly, the depths of it? Paul speaks of this and then he speaks of yearning over them, “Thus, yearning over you, we had found our delight in having imparted to you not only the glad tidings of God, but our own lives also”. Now that is the fatherly service, I think, of Paul among the saints, he had something to impart. There was what he was given to bring in, the glad tidings of God; he was sovereignly given to minister the glad tidings. How fully did he commit himself to that! But then he gave what was more, like the Lord Jesus, he gave his own life also. What a man he was! What a service he rendered! How this would bear upon the saints in Thessalonica, that they had seen and witnessed Paul. He speaks of being among them, he was not over them, or standing at a distance, he would speak to them and draw near to them. 

He was only there, it seems, for a short time, it says three sabbath days (Acts 17: 2), and yet in that time he imparted something to them, and even “our own lives also, because ye had become beloved of us”. 

We may feel we have very little that we can give. We may feel that we have failed in our capacity to love the saints. We shall never serve them rightly, of course, unless we love them. 

We should never be critical of them, whatever they might be like, or however wrong things may get; we shall never get things right on that ground. We have to be found as loving them out of a full heart and praying for them every day. Do not forget that. Do not forget anyone, especially in our local companies, in our families too, to pray for them. I do not think any of us do, but let us just remind one another. Be maintained in prayer before God. We might feel Paul’s word to the saints in Corinth bears on us, “For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers”, 1 Corinthians 4: 15. It does not say there were not any fathers, but there were not many. 

I think the need remains still as it did at Corinth. We were speaking earlier today in the home about personality. Mr. Darby has a very interesting article, written at the time of the first Reform Bill, about the change that would take place in England (Collected Writings of J. N. Darby, Vol. 32, page 333). What he said has come about pretty closely, including the point that individual personal independence of character will disappear almost entirely. How true it is that personality, men and women who have had to do with God, persons who have been able to address situations, and address needs, and influence families, and influence for good all sorts of circumstances, that kind of quality has very largely disappeared. People are no longer formed in a general way by having to do with God. 

So that as Paul was among the saints in Thessalonica he was one who had that influence, had that which he could impart, even to his own life also. Such was his committal. 

Now I just refer to 2 Timothy, I think the last writing of Paul that we have. Paul was in prison here and it was evident that he was lonely, saddened by the departure from the truth, and he is calling upon Timothy. He had been a father to Timothy, and he had encouraged him. Timothy had shared in the rigours of the testimony, and had been greatly strengthened and taught by Paul. The result is this relationship, “my child”. He says, “Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”. He would say, so to speak (in the need that exists at the moment, and the temptation to water down the meaning and wonder and beauty of the truth). 

You continue by being “strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”. How strong Paul was in that! He showed grace to the saints at Corinth where there was so much need, so much departure and so much pressure. He says, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. Timothy was to remain “strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”, and then he is to remember these things that he had heard of and witnessed. Timothy had witnessed the sufferings of Paul; he had witnessed the power of Paul preaching, he had witnessed the committal of Paul. Timothy was to maintain what was suitable for the testimony. He had certain things committed to him, and he had to maintain them and commit them: to others as a trust to faithful men, “such as shall be competent to instruct others also”. 

So that a father, besides understanding the smallest as well as the greatest of pressures that come into the lives of each one, be they the least esteemed or the most important in the meeting, he understands it all. A father’s instruction, a father’s counsel and influence has to do with the maintenance of the testimony according to God. It has to do with it by way of influence. I trust, dear brethren, that we all understand the need there is, by way of right influence as being with God, and of right counsel as coming from God, to maintain the testimony intact, according to the light which has been imparted to us, until Christ comes, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Glasgow
22 October 1994 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 48:14-16 (JND) [14] But Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] on Ephraim's head now he was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head; guiding his hands intelligently, for Manasseh was the firstborn. [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land!

1 Thessalonians 2:5-8 (JND) [5] For we have not at any time been [among you] with flattering discourse, even as ye know, nor with a pretext for covetousness, God [is] witness; [6] nor seeking glory from men, neither from you nor from others, when we might have been a charge as Christ's apostles; [7] but have been gentle in the midst of you, as a nurse would cherish her own children. [8] Thus, yearning over you, we had found our delight in having imparted to you not only the glad tidings of God, but our own lives also, because ye had become beloved of us.

2 Timothy 2:1 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Genesis 32:28 (JND) [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed.

Genesis 32:26 (JND) [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me.

Hebrews 11:9 (JND) [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise;

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Genesis 46:2-3 (JND) [2] And God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night and said, Jacob, Jacob! And he said, Here am I. [3] And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down to Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation.

Mark 12:27 (JND) [27] He is not the God of [the] dead, but of [the] living. *Ye* therefore greatly err.

Acts 17:2 (JND) [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures,

1 Corinthians 4:15 (JND) [15] For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus *I* have begotten you through the glad tidings.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.



EXTRACTS

But there were other circumstances that gave a cloud on the position, and these circumstances were peculiarly Joseph’s, and Joseph is equal to the apparent reproach. There was no reproach to the eye of faith; that is clear to faith, but God does not give account of His matters, judicially He may order something to be beclouded so that He may test me. If everything was as clear as noonday then we would all see things, but when there is something that is beclouded, can I follow the line of righteousness through a maze of circumstances? 

That is what tests me. I am tested by that and Joseph was tested and about to fail too, but God will never allow the righteous to get into darkness. The angel appears to Joseph and the whole matter is solved; Joseph is as clear as noonday about it. Matthew makes much more of Joseph than any of the other evangelists, not only because he is the reputed father of the Messiah, but because he is a righteous man. A righteous man is personally of great interest to heaven, and heaven takes account of it and sees to it that his soul is clear in the matter. 

I am saying all this, dear brethren, so that we may see that it is obligatory upon us to be clear—to see through things—to get the light of right and wrong and to discern between good and evil. If we do not, we have to charge ourselves with it, not anyone else. Charge yourself with that obligation, whatever you think of this one or that one, you do what is right. The apostle says, ‘This is your matter’, and heaven will not let you off if you do not, the government of God will not let you off. You see that you do what is right and follow the line of righteousness. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 85, p.402) 

When God reveals His own thought He begins with what is in His own mind, but in man’s apprehension and experience we have to begin with the kingdom. The idea in the kingdom is that you have a point of security, like the child who feels secure with its father. I know it as 86 

well as possible; there is a point where no adverse power can touch me; so that the kingdom means salvation. You have to confess Christ as Lord and keep your eye there, and there is not a single thing upon earth that can hurt you. If in any matter you only have your eye on Christ, you may be perfectly sure you will be guided aright. It is deplorable to see how in church troubles people run about like a lot of sheep without a shepherd, reading pamphlets, and everything else except going to the Lord. It is a wonder that they are kept right at all. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 12, p.29) 
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