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ESTABLISHMENT

Romans 16: 25–27; 1 Corinthians 15: 24–28 

DBR  I was impressed in our earlier occasion, especially towards the end of the meeting, as to the established order of things that will exist eternally. It speaks in 1 Corinthians 15 of the Son giving up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father, that God may be all in all. It is the idea of the kingdom, not that the kingdom in eternity will exactly be like the kingdom now, but nevertheless it suggests that there will remain an established order of things perfectly suited to God Himself. I thought we might consider these verses we have read in Romans 16 as to our own establishment. There are three things that come in there; to be established according to my glad tidings, is the first one; the preaching of Jesus Christ, that would be the second matter; and thirdly it is according to the revelation of the mystery. I wondered if we could enquire into these matters together and get gain from them, that we ourselves might become more firmly established in relation to the things of God. 

SMcL  I am sure it will be very profitable to look at that. It is the preaching of Jesus Christ; He is the one by whom all these things have been accomplished. 

DBR  Yes, and He is the same “yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. This matter as to Paul’s glad tidings involves Christ where He is. I would value what the brethren can say about it. 

GBG  Can you say something as to how we are established by divine Persons, as being established by God? How does that come about? 

DBR  Well it says, “him that is able to establish you”. I think a great deal depends on our links with divine Persons. Possibly the greatest matter that is involved in our personal progress and establishment, is the maintenance and development of our links with God, do you think? 

GBG  I think so, and do you think there is a conviction that comes into our souls and hearts and minds as the truth of these things lays hold of us? Then you are not moved away from it. We need conviction, do we not? 

DBR  Yes we do, we need to be convicted persons, and be assured as to matters. It is “to him that is able to establish you”. 

CKR  There is the revelation of the mystery, there is the revelation of Jesus Christ, and that adds a character to the preaching in order that souls would become established upon a sure foundation, which is unshakable from the divine side and from our side in responsibility. 

DBR  I think that is helpful; “according to my glad tidings”. I suppose the heavenly touch would always be in Paul’s glad tidings, but then we never forget the preaching of Jesus Christ. One who, here as a Man, ever acted on the ground of the will of God, and secured things for God on that ground, and then He secures us on the same ground, do you think? 

CKR  There is the importance of being established, but the Roman epistle does not finish until you are established and you are ready to receive the truth of the mystery, and all that opens out which is no doubt what you have in mind. So you have gone through all the teaching of Romans, not just objectively, but subjectively would you say? 

DBR  I think that is good and as our brother says, we need to be brought to conviction about things; conviction as to the truth, conviction as to the glad tidings, conviction as to the truth of where Christ is. Because the only Christ that exists now is the Christ of Christianity; that is Paul’s glad tidings, is it not? 

DW  The beginning of John’s gospel says, “but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God” (John 1: 12), would that be part of that, do you think? 

DBR  Yes I think it is, that is how we come into the divine family, is it not? We do not come in because of anything that is in us naturally, we come in because of the fact that we have received Him. That is very important to receive Christ, “to them gave he the right to be children of God”; that is there is something in the Christian that is derived from God Himself. The knowledge of that, and coming to that in our souls, would also add a touch of stability to us. When you look around here today there is a generation that is according to God, young and old involved in it. 

APG  Paul says in the second epistle to the Corinthians that “Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God”, 2 Corinthians 1: 21. It goes on to say “who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts”. Do you think the gift of the Spirit helps us in being established? 

DBR  Yes, the Holy Spirit comes into it, because you find your human mind is very variable. Mr. James Taylor says somewhere that the human mind is the wildest thing in the creation of God (Vol. 13, p.172). It runs all over the place. We know that only too well, but it is a fine thing to come to it, that there is a power and there is a Person in the Holy Spirit, to help us into these things. 

APG  And then Paul speaks of the Son of God whom we preach, (2 Corinthians 1: 19); that would be included in his glad tidings, would it? Paul preached that He is the Son of God. 

DBR  Yes that is good. It is not only a gospel that meets need, but it is a gospel that brings you into relationship with God. 

APG  Yes, and the Son of God is the object of His delight, and we are brought into have a part with Him in that, do you think?

DBR  That is good. 

SMcL  Where you have read, Paul says as to God, “to him that is able to establish you” because he knew He was able. Paul spoke of Him as one in whom he had believed. I was thinking of Peter’s way of putting it; “But the God of all grace who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, when ye have suffered for a little while, himself shall make perfect, stablish, strengthen, ground: to him be the glory and the might for the ages of ages”, 1 Peter 5: 10, 11. It says He will do it. 

DBR  Yes that is good, it is not only “able” but he will do it. that is fine. That word is good, “stablish” you. 

RB  In the reference that has been made to second Corinthians, it refers to the Lord Jesus there as “in him is the yea, and in him the amen”, 2 Corinthians 1: 20. Is that important in being established, we see what Christ is personally and what God has done by Him and through Him? 

DBR  Yes that is good Rodney. What is the “yea” and what is the “amen”? 

RB  Well the promises of God are in Him and He is the embodiment of them all, is He not? And then the end of that verse is “for glory to God by us”, so that having been established there is to be some outflow from us, is there? 

DBR  That is very good, the “yea” and the “amen” brings in the idea of certainty and finality. The “yea”, that is certainty, there is no doubt about it; our brother said you carry the conviction of these things in your soul. It is a great thing to be a convicted Christian and an assured Christian, I think that is the “yea”, and the “amen”; what do you think? 

RB  I think what you have said is very important. It is fine for us to know the terms of the truth and to be familiar with the truth, but what has been said about conviction is essential. If we are to be established it must be on that ground. 

DBR  Exactly, and our links with divine Persons are so important. The older you get the more you see it, the more we need it, “to him that is able”. What do you say about that? 

CKR  I think faith and the gift of the Spirit brings in settled assurance in what God can do in me, and what God can do in every believer. As we give way to the great teaching of this epistle for instance, it must be necessary to follow on from what you are saying, and this is the conclusion of it. And as we have been taught, a good Roman can go anywhere, and so we go on from there, we are not wayward, we are not doubting or uncertain. God has wrought in the soul these great truths. 

DBR  That is good, it is a structural epistle. As I understand it there are two structural epistles, Romans and Ephesians. How necessary it is to take these steps that Romans teaches us. We cannot go through them all today, but how necessary it is to take the way of Romans, and to reach through to the ground of Ephesians because that is how it works. I think it is very important that we might be convicted, I would say this feelingly, I think we need to be convicted of the need of it today. Some are giving way; we do not want to be among them. I say that feelingly. We want to stand on certain, sure ground. It speaks in Exodus 15 about the dry ground (Exodus 15: 19), and again in Joshua 3, dry ground (Joshua 3: 17). The Lord will bring us on to that; dry ground, firm ground. One of the psalms says, He brought me up “out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock” (Psalm 40: 2); another touch that came in at the end of the earlier meeting. God is a rock and His work is perfect (Deuteronomy 32: 4). 

GBG  That is right, so we are really growing in the knowledge of God in this epistle, are we not? What God is like; the compassions of God, God is for us, and coming to that is a very establishing thing, is it not? And then there is the way God has with us, in the ways of God with us, we learn God through these also. So therefore there is what He is objectively towards us, but then there are His ways with us; I think learning God in how He handles us, and in His ways with us, we learn His attributes, His nature, and these are establishing things. 

DBR  So that the wilderness in one sense it teaches us what the flesh is in ourselves, but the great thing is that it teaches us God, 

‘In the desert God will teach thee, 

What the God that thou hast found—‘ (Hymn 76) 

I appeal to the young people to be exercised, and become convicted as to these things, and lay hold of them so that they are on sure ground. 

RW  Paul says in Romans 8, “I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”, (Romans 8: 38, 39). 

DBR  Yes that is good. That is a Pauline word, “persuaded”. It is a good thing to come across a persuaded person, not easily moved. He is on the road in a firm stable way, do you think? 

RW  Yes, I was wondering about that, being established is in view that you are not going to go away from that line. 

DBR  I think it speaks about not being tossed and carried about by every wind of teaching (Ephesians 4: 14), swaying this way and swaying that way. You may have heard of Mr. Darby’s definition of a straight line as one which never diverges from direction to one fixed point (J.N.D. C.W. Vol. 32, p.113). Thus “cutting in a straight line the word of truth”, 2 Timothy 2: 15. You see it is always moving in the same direction, it is a straight line in that sense. 

APG  The Lord spoke of the prudent man building his house on the rock. I was thinking that was a sure foundation, what had been founded upon the rock, that is, “Whoever therefore hears these my words and does them” (Matthew 7: 24), that is a sound foundation is it not? That is the end of the first course of instruction in Matthew. There is a lot said about righteousness there and righteousness is a sure foundation.

DBR  Does it say there that he dug and went deep? 

APG  I think that is Luke. 

DBR  Well that is necessary too, that we dig and go deep, get to the root of things. Get to the root of the fact that God has worked in you; that is a tremendous thing to come to, that God has done something in you. 

GBG  As to what has been said about building the house on the rock. Mr. A. J. Gardiner has a helpful remark as to that. He thought in this case it was not actually on Christ personally, it was on what was morally of Christ. Reference has been made to righteousness, so if you go on doing what is right, you go on with what is morally right, you become a stable person. And these are the kind of persons that hades’ gates will not prevail against (Matthew 16: 18). 

DBR  Yes, it is just a question of going on with what is right. That scripture that I have quoted says “He is the Rock, his work is perfect ... Just and right is he”, Deuteronomy 32: 4. Now if God works in you, He would help you to be just and right too, and it is in that way that we become established in our ways in relation to the will of God. 

CKR  In relation to your exercise it is God who is doing it. That is the basis of your exercise, is it not? God is working to establish the saints. So would you say that “according to my glad tidings” is like the substance of Paul’s glad tidings and the truth of it; “the preaching of Jesus Christ” might be the operational service in the presentation of it to bring souls into deeper appreciation of the moral glories of this blessed Man, in view of the mystery following? 

DBR  That is good, so that “according to my glad tidings”, it is important to see that is Christ where He is. That is the essence or the height of Paul’s ministry, but what underlies it is the moral glory of this blessed Person, Jesus Christ; it is like the acacia wood typically, the kind of man that has endured. Well God would make us like that too, that we are enduring. Say more. 

CKR  I do not know if I can, but you should feel if you are established, should you not? You know in yourself whether you are doubting and shaking. The wind comes along and may upset you, but you need to get into the presence of God, in order to see that God would confirm what He has worked out in you for His glory, and that brings us on to the eternal day. 

DBR  It does indeed. I think what you say is very helpful about getting into the presence of God about things. There is nothing too simple to bring to God. The children can understand that, you can bring the smallest matter into the presence of God and get help about it. 

APG  So the preaching of Jesus Christ excludes every other man, does it not? It excludes the first man; this Man is the man that God found delight in, is He not? 

DBR  Yes you think of Paul. He said, “I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, 1 Corinthians 2: 2. We sometimes misquote that scripture, we say ‘know nothing among you save Jesus Christ crucified’, but it is not that, it was to know nothing among them ‘save Jesus Christ and him crucified’; it is that kind of man. 

APG  Paul refers to Him as the foundation too in 1 Corinthians 3. “For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3: 11). 

JAW  You have a long list of names in this chapter. I noticed how much “in Christ” is brought into that. So and so “in Christ”, “in Christ before me”, “approved in Christ”, so there was something substantial in these persons, no two are the same. There was something substantial in these persons he was writing about, was there? 

DBR  Yes, you would say these were established persons. They are worthy to be brought forward into scripture, and here they are today a testimony of persons to God, “to him who is able to establish you”. 

AP  Can you help us as to the obedience of faith, verse 26? 

DBR  Yes, “made known for obedience of faith”. Well that is another important principle in the life of the Christian, is obedience. It is the first thing that comes to light is that you obey the glad tidings, you have faith in them; we are marked by the obedience of faith. I think it is an important principle, or an important quality, might be a better way of putting it, that appears in the life of the Christian, that we are obedient persons; not rebellious, not disobedient, not wanting to seek our own way, but seeking God’s way do you think? 

AP  What has been said about conviction, we get that at the start of Hebrews 11, “faith is the substantiating of things not seen” (Hebrews 11: 1). Do you think what has been said about being ready for movement would be similar to the obedience of faith? 

DBR  Yes, the thing was set out very well in Abraham that he went out not knowing where he went, but he went out on the principle of obedience to God; obedience to His word. 

MG  The obedience of faith here is put as related to the revelation of the mystery. At the start of this epistle obedience of faith is put in relation to God’s glad tidings. The obedience of faith here, does it mean I need to respond to light that I receive? Could we have some help. 

DBR  That is good, it means that you respond to the light as you get it. We have been taught, and we have proved that it is true, that if you do not respond to the light you get no more light. But if you respond to light God will give you more light. That helps you to arrive at the conviction of things, you are on a right line of things, you are getting things from God, you are getting things from the source, “to him that is able”. I think it is particularly needed when you come to the truth of the mystery, it is a wonderful light, it is a wonderful favour to be brought into the truth of Christ and the assembly, not every Christian has that. Thank God we are in a circle where something is known of it, and we want to be marked by the obedience of faith. 

MG  So in one sense it is easier to be obedient to the glad tidings because it gives me relief, but to be obedient to the revelation of the mystery might involve more exercise in myself, than would be required for obeying the glad tidings. 

DBR  Yes I think it would involve increased exercise, the power to set things aside that would hinder you; you have power to set things aside that might stunt your growth. What is the word that Peter uses in that list? The word ‘virtue’ is the one I am thinking about. 

CKR  That is in 2 Peter 1: 5, “But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge ...”. 

DBR  Yes that is it, Mr. James Taylor said a very simple thing about that, he said it is just the power to say ‘no’ to something, sometimes we have to say ‘no’ to things. You become convicted as to something that is going to lead you off the track and you say ‘no’. I am speaking practically now and I believe experimentally, you will find the Spirit will give you help when you say ‘no’ to something. 

GBG  Because once you make the first compromise the second is easier. That is the case I think, so you seek grace to say ‘no’ right away to what is not right; you do not play around with it to start with, because it can get a hold of you. 

DBR  Yes, the ground becomes more slippy. It leads you away; we do not want to become negative at all in this reading, but I think you can see the positive need of being established in these things. What do you think about this “according to commandment of the eternal God”, why should that be brought in here? 

GBG  Not really but commandments are something that are definite from God’s side; it is definite from God, a commandment from God. 

DBR  It is not going to be different tomorrow, it is fixed do you think? 

APG  It says, “he commanded and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. That is really what a commandment is, it cannot be changed. 

DBR  Yes that is the One who is able to establish us, able to command something that stands fast, He is able to command you in that sense. 

CKR  Absolutely, two great truths therefore that we want to remain being established in, is the truth of the glad tidings, and the truth of the mystery; as seeing that the mystery is something that has been revealed and kept until the time of Paul’s ministry. 

DBR  Exactly, remarkable language “as to which silence has been kept in the times of the ages, but which has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures”. I noticed some time ago when I was reading an article by Mr. Darby and I followed it through, He is very careful to say these are not Old Testament prophets, they are New Testament prophets because the truth of the mystery does not really appear in the Old Testament. There are some types, but the New Testament prophets brought it out, and Paul was one of them (see J.N.D. C.W. Vol. 32, p.404; Vol. 34, p.403). So it is “by prophetic scriptures, according to commandment of the eternal God”. 

CKR  The footnote ‘e’ is very interesting; ‘It formed no part of what was unfolded in the ages of time, in which God developed his plans in creation; it was a purpose before, and eternally hidden; it was not in reckoned time.’ 

DBR  Yes, see what we are brought into! See the wonder of the thing that we are brought into! Not only do we need conviction, we need wonderment in our souls, that God would bring us into such choice matters. 

RB  I was thinking that, we need to be exercised individually to have conviction and to be established; but there is a sense in which we are established together as we enjoy these things, is there? 

DBR  Now, if you meet a convicted person does that not influence you? It becomes an influence. We become influential with one another as we stand on firm ground, as we are convicted about it. I think there is a great need for influence among the saints, not what is arbitrary. I am talking about what is influential among the saints, you may say fatherly influence, spiritual influence, priestly influence; the influence of persons who know God and who frequent the presence of God, all these things are needed at the present time. 

RB  I was looking earlier for that scripture at the end of first Timothy, it speaks there of those that lay by for themselves a good foundation, “that they may lay hold of what is really life”, 1 Timothy 6: 19. Do you think as we see persons who are enjoying what is really life we are drawn into it ourselves? It is really an affectionate matter is it not? 

DBR  It has been said about Mr. Darby, that he tried to influence no one, but by going on he influenced everyone. So the secret, beloved brethren, is to go on. Let us be helped to see that the secret of this is just to go on. 

DAA  We have referred to Abraham already, but the ultimate of his journey was to arrive at dwelling conditions was it not? I was thinking the oaks of Mamre would speak of what is stable. In Ephesians we get the side “that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love” (Ephesians 3: 17). It seems to me that we need to be exercised to get through to dwelling conditions and therefore we would get through to stability. 

DBR  It becomes a kind of fixed matter, it is your abode. It is where you live, like Abram, by the oaks of Mamre. We want to dwell there, dwell on firm ground and things which are stable, and we may say things that are according to the purpose of God and the will of God. 

DMcL  I was just thinking when you were speaking about the commandment of the eternal God, that is a link with stability too, there is nothing more stable than the eternal God is there? I do not want to be negative but James speaks about the “double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1: 8); if you are single-minded it makes you stable does it not? 

DBR  It is a wonderful thought, the eternal God coming in with the thought of commandment. Well these are precious touches beloved brethren, and I must say I got a fresh touch as to this verse in 1 Corinthians 15, “The last enemy that is annulled is death. For he has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he says that all things are put in subjection, it is evident that it is except him who put all things in subjection to him.” Then it says, “But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection”. And earlier it refers to the kingdom, and He gives up the kingdom. The impression I got freshly this morning was that it suggests that everything has led up to this end, the day of eternity, and an established order of things that will characterise eternity. You cannot think of eternity in the presence of God being otherwise, but established and firm and sure. I would like to hear what the brethren think about that. 

GBG  There will be nothing left to be subjugated in this kingdom; it has all been subjugated, but God must be supreme must He not? Subjection is an eternal moral feature is it not? So in this scripture is it God and man? It is that God may be all in all. But you get Christ in sonship in manhood in subjection that “God may be all in all”, so it is God and man is it not? 

DBR  Very good, God and man. It is God “all in all”. He is all as being in you, He is all as being in man, is that your thought? 

GBG  Yes that is right, but man’s true place in relation to God is one of subjection, so that gives God the supreme place. 

DBR  Yes and that will remain eternally. 

DMcL  When Nebuchadnezzar was recovered he says “whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation”, Daniel 4: 34.

DBR  What do you think about that? 

DMcL  Well we say he was from a previous dispensation, but he had a glimpse of it when he speaks, really he is referring to an everlasting dominion one that would never end. He recognised that as a king he had claims over things, but he recognised that there was a much greater than he, whose kingdom and dominion was everlasting, no end to it. 

DBR  I think it is quite clear that the idea of the kingdom will go into eternity, not in the sense of meeting need or meeting issues, or overthrowing evil, but God will be God in and man will be man. Even Christ as man takes the place of subjection. What a wonderful quality subjection is in that way. But God will be God and man will be man. It struck me this morning too that in the bread you really have man for God, and in the cup you have God for man. You see how God secures man for Himself, what it means to Him, God and man. 

APG  Peter says, “we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness”, 2 Peter 3: 13. I was thinking about dwelling conditions for righteousness, there will be nothing to disturb righteousness. 

DBR  I think it has been said that at the present time righteousness suffers, in the millennium righteousness will reign and in eternity righteousness dwells. These are fine things to get established in your soul. 

CKR  Well it is great truth to be established in, that there will be an eternity. For the help of the younger ones, we are ushered into eternal conditions at the rapture. All the administration that follows on, the heavenly administration over the earth, but there is something very special that the saints are raptured into glorified and eternal conditions. Christ is in an eternal and glorified condition, and God will rest in that. 

DBR  And we will receive bodies of glory like unto His own body of glory, what a comfort that is. Now how many wills are there in eternity?

CKR  I would have said one. 

DBR  There will be only one effective will in eternity. You think of it today, sometimes alas in our assemblies, different wills come to light. Let us beware of the will of man, beloved brethren, let us be subject persons, obedient persons; persons who are dependent on God and glory in the knowledge of God. But when it comes to eternity there will be only one will, the will of God. 

AP  Could I just ask how what you are saying about the kingdom relates to Revelation 1, where it says, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father” (Revelation 1: 5), is that a similar thought? 

DBR  “And made us a kingdom”, is that what you are referring to? That is present, but is a fine thought to bring in because a kingdom of priests, kingdom linked with priesthood. So there is a certain power and authority linked with priesthood; where you have a priestly influence among the saints there is authority in that, it is not an enforced authority, it is authority nevertheless. Well it is a wonderful thought that “God may be all in all”

GBG  So God will fill every heart. 

DBR  Exactly. 

GBG  He is “all” in that way. 

DBR  Everything will be perfect for God and perfect for man. It is a wonderful thing that there is no thought of a vacuum there, every heart will be filled, filled with God.
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Scripture references

Romans 16:25-27 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages, [26] but [which] has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures, according to commandment of the eternal God, made known for obedience of faith to all the nations [27] [the] only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet. [26] [The] last enemy [that] is annulled [is] death. [27] For he has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he says that all things are put in subjection, [it is] evident that [it is] except him who put all things in subjection to him. [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

2 Corinthians 1:21 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God,

2 Corinthians 1:19 (JND) [19] For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus), did not become yea and nay, but yea *is* in him.

1 Peter 5:10-11 (JND) [10] But the God of all grace who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, when ye have suffered for a little while, himself shall make perfect, stablish, strengthen, ground: [11] to him [be] the glory and the might for the ages of the ages. Amen.

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 15:19 (JND) [19] For the horse of Pharaoh, with his chariots and with his horsemen, came into the sea, and Jehovah brought again the waters of the sea upon them; and the children of Israel went on dry [ground] through the midst of the sea.

Joshua 3 (JND) [1] And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. [2] And it came to pass at the end of three days, that the officers went through the camp; [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it; …

Joshua 3:17 (JND) [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

Psalms 40:2 (JND) [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings:

Deuteronomy 32:4 (JND) [4] [He is] the Rock, his work is perfect, For all his ways are righteousness; A God of faithfulness without deceit, Just and right is he.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:38-39 (JND) [38] For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ephesians 4:14 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error;

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

Matthew 7:24 (JND) [24] Whoever therefore hears these my words and does them, I will liken him to a prudent man, who built his house upon the rock;

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Deuteronomy 32:4 (JND) [4] [He is] the Rock, his work is perfect, For all his ways are righteousness; A God of faithfulness without deceit, Just and right is he.

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

1 Corinthians 3:11 (JND) [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

2 Peter 1:5 (JND) [5] But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge,

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.

1 Timothy 6:19 (JND) [19] laying by for themselves a good foundation for the future, that they may lay hold of [what is] really life.

Ephesians 3:17 (JND) [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

James 1:8 (JND) [8] [he is] a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Daniel 4:34 (JND) [34] And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto the heavens, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,



THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE GLORY OF THE SON OF GOD

W. McKillop 

John 5: 24, 25; 11: 3, 4, 40 

As our brother remarked in prayer, divine glory enters into this occasion. We admit that we are in the presence of ultimate human weakness in that our beloved brother in the Lord lies in death. But this is not the finish of what the Lord has done in him and will do with him. We are in a time when, for those who have faith, the glory of God and the glory of the Son of God shines. We feel, of course, for our beloved sister and our beloved brother, Mark, and we feel for other relatives less well known to us. We knew our brother in the Lord, and we know our sister and her son in the Lord, and we know that their comfort, as the comfort of all of us who loved Thomas, is in the way the Lord comes into such an occasion as this. What comes into it is not only His love but also His glory—glory for those who have eyes to see it by faith and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I read in John 5 because what comes before us there is the glory of the Son of God. He says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal”. It may not be evident, except to the eye of faith, that our brother who is lying here before us has life eternal, but he does. And there are others who believe that the Father sent the Son who have life eternal, and we know that such have passed from death into life. So in the presence of death, which affects merely the body but not the believer’s spirit, the glory of the Son of God shines because He has gone into death, and in His death dealt with it on our behalf and also for the glory of God. Also He has come out of death in His own divine power. He says elsewhere in this gospel, “I lay down my life that I may take it again”, John 10: 17. And He did that. He laid down His life in which He went through death and left the flesh and blood condition, sinless and holy in which He was, for ever, and He is now in the condition of humanity that is out of death and glorified, and still sinless and holy. It brings out His glory as a divine Person. For no one else in the history of the universe could have gone into death and laid down his life and in his own power come out of death, but our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has done that. And at the moment His voice is to be heard. So He says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming”. He was looking on to the resurrection of Lazarus but also to the resurrection of all that are His. There is such an hour coming, but He says, “and now is, when the dead”, not only the physically dead, but the morally dead (which we all once were until the voice of the Son of God was heard by us), “when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live”. The time is coming when our beloved brother and all who have died in the Lord will hear the voice of the Son of God and come out of their graves in glorified bodies. Those of us who have heard the voice of the Son of God and are alive when He comes for all of us will be changed. But it is now a time when you can be changed morally by hearing the voice of the Son of God, when you can begin to live in the joy and blessedness of the eternal life which He gives. 

I referred to this well-known passage, often referred to at Christian burials. Note that the sisters knew of the Lord’s personal love for Lazarus. They said, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick”. That word “love” there refers to the love of friendship, and I can say to you, having known him for some years, that the Lord loved Thomas, not only as a believer but also as a friend, and so He says, “This sickness it not unto death”. In the case of Thomas, the Lord has allowed it to go on to that point. But what still is before us, and is operating in those who have the Spirit, is that the glory of God is involved because death has been conquered by Christ, and all that are His, He will bring out of death. So He says, “that the Son of God may be glorified by it”. Those of us who know and believe on the Son of God find our strength, as our sister and Mark do, in this hour which is one of human sorrow, but one in which divine glory shines inwardly in persons who believe on the only-begotten Son of God. So the Lord says to Martha, “Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” If you are a believer at this moment you see the glory of God because what is before us is the resurrection, and it says of the human body of our brother which we are privileged to bury, “It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power”, 1 Corinthians 15: 43. That is what is before us, and as we believe we see the glory of God shining, because what He has allowed in His wisdom has not changed the purpose of His love, that we should all be with the Son of God, who believe on Him as sent by the Father and we shall be like Him. We sang that in the hymn at the beginning that in purpose called and justified and, as Romans 8 goes on to say as to God, “but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified” (Romans 8: 30). There is a glory morally in persons here who have the Spirit of God which shines in what is humanly a dark hour, but to the eye of faith it is an hour of glory. May God bless the word. 
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Scripture references

John 5:24-25 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that he that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life. [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live.

John 11:3-40 (JND) [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. [13] But Jesus spoke of his death, but *they* thought that he spoke of the rest of sleep. [14] Jesus therefore then said to them plainly, Lazarus has died. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

1 Corinthians 15:43 (JND) [43] It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:30 (JND) [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.



THE LORD IN RELATION TO DEATH IN A FAMILY

C. Elliott 

John 11: 2–7, 20–27, 38–45 

This passage in John’s gospel is a very comforting one where the Lord Jesus entered into the circumstances of those whom He loved. He knows what we are going through, the circumstance of death in our midst, but He will come into the setting and bring in comfort. He knows how to satisfy the longings of every heart because of who He is, the Lord of glory; He loves you and He loves me. Have you had the experience of the Lord’s love? There were those in Bethany whom the Lord loved. It is a great thing, to know that you are loved by the Lord. The scripture says that He gave “his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10: 45). He laid down that precious life. Then it says elsewhere in the gospel, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son” (John 3: 16), that is God’s love coming out and it was expressed in Christ. 

The Lord here entered into a situation where there was death in the family. Lazarus was in the grave. Martha said, “Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days there”. Jesus said, “Did I not say to thee ...?”, how tender the Lord is with all our misgivings. He is tender and He appeals to our hearts. He said, “I am the resurrection and the life”. What a precious life! No other person that walked this earth yielded so much fragrance to God the Father like the life of the Lord Jesus. Mary said, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died”, but they were to prove the power of the Lord Jesus, and so “Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me”. The Lord in His love and His goodness, has taken our brother home to Himself. He had a powerful testimony here. He came to know the Lord at an early age and preached the gospel, winning souls for Christ. He was very steady; I have known him for over fifty years, he was very firm and steadfast. 

The Lord Jesus came into this setting that was marked by sorrow, but He brought in life and He wants to bring us into life. As many as believe on Him, have life in His name. So make sure that you believe on Jesus! He is precious, and He calls us apart from our busy affairs today and says, ‘I just want to be in this setting in this little room and I want to speak to your hearts’. Our brother Thomas has been taken by the Lord, but for those who remain I want to appeal to your hearts. Do you love Him? Do you know Jesus? Is He your Lord and your Saviour? The Holy Spirit is available to fill our hearts with precious thoughts of Christ and His glory. Christ suffered and died, but He was raised and He is in the glory at the present time, taking account of hearts beating in relation to Himself. He says, ‘I want you to come into life’. The scripture says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, Acts 16: 31. 

Thomas believed from an early age and he entered into life. For the rest of us who remain, let us see that our confidence is in Jesus, the Man who was lifted up, raised by the glory of the Father, seated at His right hand. He is coming again to take His own to be with Himself. He is coming again—“the Lord himself with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17. I trust that every one of us here will be along those who will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. For His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

John 11:2-45 (JND) [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. [13] But Jesus spoke of his death, but *they* thought that he spoke of the rest of sleep. …

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



THE LORD GOING BEFORE IN RELATION TO DEATH





L. Bernard

John 14: 1–3

The Lord has gone before. As our brother said, He went into death, but death could not hold Him. He who had the might of death had to give way. You might ask, ‘Why did He go into death?’ Sin had no dominion over Him; He went into death for you and for me. No doubt it speaks here as to those who would be left behind, and as He faces death He knew that there would be troubled hearts, so He says to these lovers, “Let not your heart be troubled”. He gave them a confidence in Himself that where He was going. His desire was that they should be there and by so doing He had to go into death and by going into death, He had to be raised and He was raised by the might of the power of God. 

Our brother spoke as to the Lord saying, “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again” (John 10: 18), and that is so because He is a divine Person. He went into death because He wanted to secure men for God, men that had been lost through sin by the fall of Adam. Remember in the beginning of this book, God spoke to Adam saying, “Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”, Genesis 2: 16, 17. Death is cast upon all men because all men have sinned, and through the disobedience of one, sin entered into the world, but through the obedience of one, Christ, what enters in? Mercy, grace, love and eternal salvation. Death is not the end of things. Death here is the end of what occupies us here, but what God has in mind, what the Lord has in mind, is life eternal, and you can find it in that blessed Man, the One who has died, the One who was buried, the One who was raised for our justification and the One who has ascended. 

Now, He is encouraging those that remain. He says, “Let not your heart be troubled”, and our sister and our brother here, and the rest of the family, would not be troubled of the homegoing of our brother because what the Lord says, “for I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. That is the place that we as believers are looking forward to and I trust everyone in this room might have that firm foundation, an anchor to the soul. This life is passing and everything that is attached to it is passing, but what divine Persons have in mind is that you should enjoy life eternal, and where are you going to enjoy this? In the company of Christ Himself. Think of that, it is sobering, but He says here, “for I go to prepare you a place”, and that place is already prepared, it is prepared for prepared persons. If there is anyone here who has not yet accepted Christ as their personal Saviour, may it be so today. 

We are in the presence of death, and death is cast upon all men because all have sinned, but as I have said, death is not the end. God did not intend man to die, but because of the disobedience death was cast upon all men, but the glory our brother spoke of is before us. That place which the Lord has provided is entirely out of death; it is life for evermore. Think of that. Man’s life here is just a span, but God has provided Christ, who has died so that you and I might live. The scripture says, “now is the well-accepted time; behold, now the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6: 2), “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”, Hebrews 3: 7. May every heart be softened to receive God’s word today. He is speaking, He speaks as to death, because death is the end of things here, but He speaks also as to life—life eternal, life in Christ. How, you might ask, am I going to prepare and get ready? I think those two things are essential; the preparation and readiness. You prepare by accepting Christ as your personal Saviour. He took your sin and my sin in His body and was crucified on the cross, and raised the third day for our justification, and the scripture says if you believe these things you are saved. Not saved only for time, but saved for eternity. Now is the time to prepare, and now is the time to look on to Christ’s day when He shall come. The Lord says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. Those are the ones who have accepted Him here in this scene, and look for His coming. It says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”; our brother here will be among those that rise first, “then we the living who remain”, that is believers, “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17. May it be in every believer’s heart, waiting for the coming of Christ. 

‘The sky, not the grave, is our goal’ (Hymn 238) 

Our brother had that in his heart and in his affections, but the Lord came and He took him, and He is coming one day at the rapture to take every one that believes on Him and “thus we shall be always with the Lord”. What a glorious God, what an anchor for the soul! May our hearts be touched, although in a time of sorrow, may there come out joy and blessing and glory for God. Amen. 
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Scripture references

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Genesis 2:16-17 (JND) [16] And Jehovah Elohim commanded Man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)

Hebrews 3:7 (JND) [7] Wherefore, even as says the Holy Spirit, To-day if ye will hear his voice,

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



EXTRACT

How far does this section go? 

To the end of chapter 7. If you recognise the holiness of God’s temple you can then get the true measure of a man—the principle of God’s holiness is so exclusive that it leaves no room for man, and you do not think of man above what is written. If we had a due sense of the Spirit’s being here we should not make much of man, we should not seek to act upon man; the best service you can render me is not to make much of me. It is not a question of our being in the presence of one another, but in the presence of the Spirit of God. 

It is all viewed in the light of a coming day; does he not look forward to it? 

It is all as in the presence of the Spirit of God, and the apostle strictly is referring to the local assembly at Corinth. 

When it says, “Not to think of men above that which is written” (1 Corinthians 4: 6), does it refer to what the apostle has written in chapter 3? 

I do not think the gifts were meant to make anything of the man, and the Corinthians were using them in this way. You are not to let your thoughts of men, even though gifted, go above what is written; that is, I think, the impression which Scripture gives you of men. 

What sort of impression is that? 

The sooner that man gets out of sight the better. Men have a relative importance in the world, in the providence of God. We are not on one common level. What I say as to myself is, that in this world, I shall never be a great man; I have not the qualities for it. But there are men qualified to be great in this world, but in the presence of the Spirit of God, that is nothing. I quite give a man his place, I feel I cannot help doing so in a way, but in the presence of the Spirit of God, all that is nothing. God is no respecter of men. A Christian is not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. In the presence of the Spirit of God it is a question of a man’s holiness, how far he answers to the Spirit of God. 

It is all of God in that line of things. 

We see the recognition of the flesh in the Old Testament. Daniel was a capable man, a man fit to be third ruler in the empire, and so too, Joseph, in Egypt, but now when you come to the Spirit of God and the temple, a man’s measure is his holiness. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 10, pp.60, 61) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Now these things, brethren, I have transferred, in their application, to myself and Apollos, for your sakes, that ye may learn in us the [lesson of] not [letting your thoughts go] above what is written, that ye may not be puffed up one for [such a] one against another.
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