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WAITING, LOOKING, AND PURSUING


E. E. Hoyte 

Luke 2: 25–32; Philippians 3: 13, 14 

I have not much to say, just a simple impression as to these two persons; Simeon is a man who is waiting for something, and Paul in the epistle is pursuing and looking. This man Simeon, to say just a few words on him, is spoken of as a man in Jerusalem as if he is identified with his locality where he is. He is there in Jerusalem, “a man in Jerusalem”; that is all that is said about him in that regard. It is a remarkable setting, Luke’s gospel, about the incoming of our Lord Jesus—a remarkable setting as to certain persons who are waiting, looking, but in the meantime they are going on in holy conditions. For instance. Zacharias and his wife, they were advanced in years but were continuing. Then there are others; I do not go into it, but in the setting in which Luke presents the Lord Jesus coming in, there is a looking for Him and expectation. 

 But this man, Simeon, what a person he must have been in the place where he was; it was in Jerusalem. Well, we are each one in our localities so we should endeavour to grace our localities where we are. But this man had a definite word by the Spirit that he should not see death until he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Why was it given to him?, you might say, That is what is said about him, that it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit. You see the atmosphere in Luke’s setting. It is quite different from Matthew; there is no murderer here destroying children—that is Matthew. Here is an atmosphere for the 

reception of Jesus, and it was communicated to Simeon that he should not see death until he had seen Christ. 

Now he comes in when the child is brought into the temple to do according to the custom of the law. I do not go into that, but he came in at that time. “As the parents brought in the child Jesus”—what a touching expression “the child Jesus”—“that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, he received him into his arms, and blessed God”. What he was waiting for had arrived and he received Him into his arms and blessed God. What a word this was coming from his lips as he blessed God—“Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples”. He is talking about Christ. “Thy salvation”, that is God’s salvation that He is bringing in for His people. The Person of Christ involves that. 

“Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples”. His heart expands; he says, “a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”. What a man to have in a locality, who is able rightly to represent what is of God and to appreciate Christ and speak of Him thus. He was waiting for it, “awaiting the consolation of Israel”, that is, the incoming of Christ. Think of that: Well, I just want to whet our thoughts, dear brethren; it is Christ who was before him. He took Him in his arms. What a reception! John tells us in his gospel, “He came to his own, and his own received him not” (John 1: 11), but not so in Luke, the setting is different, there are persons who are waiting for His incoming. 

Now the next passage I read is about a man who is pursuing. We have to wait; Paul preached to the Thessalonians that they should wait for His 

Son from the heavens, Jesus, our Deliverer from the coming wrath (1 Thessalonians 1: 10). 

He preached the gospel to them. He was with them three Sabbath days and preached to them and fixed their gaze on Christ in heaven, and they were to wait for Him. Now Paul here is waiting too and here he is saying to us that he is pursuing, that means he is continuing in his course. He says, I do not claim to have reached the end, “Not that I have already obtained the prize, or am already perfected; but I pursue”. In other words, dear brethren, while we are left here we are to continue; if we are waiting we wait. In the meantime we are engaged in something. So he says, “I pursue, if also I may get possession of it”. That is the prize he is speaking of. What is this prize? He gives it to us lower down. He says, I have not obtained it yet; “Not that I have already obtained the prize, or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession of it, seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ Jesus”. 

 Then he goes on, “Brethren, I do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing—

forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before ...”. You see what he is doing, forgetting the things behind. How much we have to forget, dear brethren, our failures; the time comes when we judge ourselves and we set it behind. “Forgetting the things behind”; how much the apostle had to forget; how could he do it? What sufferings were his! What great sufferings this man passed through. He gives it to us in Corinthians. He says, 

“forgetting the things behind”. It is good if we can forget certain things. I am just saying this, dear brethren, because it has struck me a bit, “forgetting the things behind”; we are not constantly repeating something that has happened, going over it; we forget it, we reach a point where we can forget it; 

“forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue”. That is a great thing, dear brethren, we want to be pursuing. We are not quiescent, we do not cease to continue in the pathway of the will of God and in the service, you have to pursue. He says, “I pursue, looking towards the goal”. What is the goal? He tells us what he is looking for. 

Simeon was looking for the coming in of Christ and here Paul is looking towards the goal. 

What is the goal he refers to? He says, “for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. That is what he was waiting for. Simeon was waiting for His incoming, Paul is waiting to have his part with Him. 

What is the calling on high? God has called us to sonship; we are to be associated with His Son; we are eventually to be in the image of His Son. He speaks further, “We await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”; that is the end in view, these bodies will be changed. But the prize is this calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. God has called us to this. In the meantime we wait and we are to walk worthy of the calling. It is a high calling, the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. I do not go into it. What is it? It is sonship, that we should be in the likeness of His Son, and the apostle is waiting for it—“I pursue”. He has that before him, his objective. Well, dear brethren, we must have an objective before us or we are just beating about the air. What is our objective? Paul presented an objective to the Thessalonians, as I said; they were to wait for His Son from heaven. We are still waiting, but in the meantime we are to walk worthy of the calling. That is another exhortation, “to walk worthy of the calling”, Ephesians 4: 1. That is like those persons I referred to in Luke, waiting in a good state. 

May the Lord help us, dear brethren, to be in this attitude of pursuing. Pursuing means you do not give up; you do not give up what is of God. It becomes brighter and brighter; the path becomes brighter and brighter, the path of the just, “going on and brightening until the day be fully come”, Proverbs 4: 18. But we are to pursue, dear brethren; we cannot give up. The enemy would divert us, but Paul says, “I pursue”. May the Lord help us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
8 January 1980




Scripture references

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Philippians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Ephesians 4:1 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called,

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.



FAITHFULNESS IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS






Judges 6: 11; 1 Chronicles 11: 12–14 

In our considerations we have touched, beside other things, the matter of food. The question of food is a very important one among the people of God; it is of great moment in our natural lives and much more so in our spiritual lives. It is vital for us to have the right kind of food. 

We know that the world, in our surroundings here, offers us—especially the young—various kinds of food, but they are a kind of food which is not good for anything. 

In the scriptures read we have two men who, in very difficult and testing circumstances, concerned themselves about food for the Lord’s people. We see Gideon who was occupied in threshing wheat which he would secure from the foes of God’s people, the Midianites, and the second man, one of the mighty men of David, defending a plot of ground where barley was, from the Philistines. They were individuals, and each of them stood faithfully in his own place. We see how the Spirit of God 

acknowledged and esteemed that. It was faithfulness which was proved in small circumstances. 

Maybe it was quite a small piece of land which was secured from the Philistines by Eleazar, but he did what he could in his place, the place which was entrusted to him. I think each one of us in our own small circumstances has such a little plot of ground sown with barley. Barley is a type of Christ as risen and sitting on the right hand of God for us—how great a truth which is entrusted to us! He delivered that little plot from the Philistines, who are great enemies of the spiritual progress and welfare of God’s people. They are people who have all in their heads and nothing in their hearts; that is why David had to cut off the head of Goliath the Philistine, that very big man. That is a very significant and important figure for us. The Philistine is a foe who ever thrusts hard at us; we are never in ourselves absolutely safe from him. He is ever near and ever attacking us. So I have been very much impressed by this simple man who stood so faithfully in his place. 

It was similar with Gideon. He threshed wheat and I would think that is a further truth. Wheat is Christ together with His saints for the joy and pleasure of God, and before Him. Gideon was, too, standing faithfully in his own place and was concerned about protecting that precious kind of food from another mighty and obstinate foe of the saints. To each one such a matter is entrusted in our various places. The world around us is getting ever worse, and the foes increase about us. So we have this important task before us in our localities and our immediate surroundings—to maintain the food supply, to feed on it, and to give it to others. It is very remarkable how this faithfulness in small matters is so wonderfully and encouragingly appreciated by the Holy Spirit. The 

Lord said to the faithful bondman, “Thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things”, Matthew 25: 21. In this day, in one sense, no great things are before us in the  Lord’s work; it is a day of small things; what is being required from each of us is to be faithful in small things. 

May the Lord graciously bless this word and encourage us to be found faithful, like these two faithful men, in our very small and lowly circumstances on this earth. 

P. 

Word in meeting for ministry in Eastern Europe
13 November 1981 

 


Scripture references

Judges 6:11 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites.

1 Chronicles 11:12-14 (JND) [12] And after him, Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite; he was one of the three mighty men. [13] He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines were gathered together to battle; and there was [there] a plot of ground full of barley; and the people had fled from before the Philistines. [14] And they stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines; and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance.

Matthew 25:21 (JND) [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord.



PREPARATION


R. Taylor 

Romans 9: 23; Hebrews 11: 16 

Our brother and sister and all of us this week have done a good deal of preparation for this occasion. It is a feature that is to mark the Christian’s pathway, preparation. Often we are exposed to the enemy through being unprepared. Preparation is something that has marked God’s ways from the earliest times, but especially in this dispensation. The preparation has in view the eternal day. It is not just something that comes about miraculously, but something into which a great deal has entered. 

This matter is to affect us. God has worked on the principle of preparing things. So in regard to our Lord it says, “Thou hast prepared me 

a body” (Hebrews 10: 5)—a prepared vessel that the enemy assailed and attacked, but could not overcome, a ‘holy vessel of God’s pleasure’. The enemy put certain temptations before Him; think of these answers that He gave—“It is written”, “It is said” (Luke 4: 4–12), bringing out His perfect trust in God. The world prepares largely through rehearsal and in independence of God; that is not to mark the believer. The path for the believer is, as it was with Christ, a path that involves dependence. May we be helped to be prepared for matters of the testimony. God has entered much into it, vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory, us’. What a work is going on today! What a work is taking place that will eventuate in glory; it will be seen then “prepared as a bride”, Revelation 21: 2. 

So let this feature help us all to be exercised in regard to the local company. The meetings involve a need that we come prepared, prepared to take our place as brothers and sisters in the local assembly. We are not just sitting there as persons unexercised, not as persons who sit in a company as the world would sit, unrelated to each other, but we are sitting in a company of prepared persons. The exercises that have gone before in our pathway are preparing us for glory, but also preparing us to find our part in the local assembly. 

So our brother and sister will be taking their place in a small company, as most of the companies of the saints are today; it needs all the more preparation for it. We are not there  casually, we are not there, as I said, as the world comes to its occasions, but we are there prepared, prepared as brothers and sisters to fill out the place that each of us has. Every saint of God has a place, a place in the body. May we, through exercise, fill out that place for God’s glory. God would have that in mind. Think of the Supper tomorrow; we 

will be there as persons prepared, prepared in expectancy in remembrance of our Lord. So we are there with what we have, we are there as persons who have something. That should mark all our occasions, that there is some substance through preparation. Preparation too in our homes; Paul says, “Prepare me also a lodging”, Philemon 22. It means that there is something there in our households that can be used for the expansion of the truth. Our homes are not just furnished, as men would speak, but they are prepared places; prepared places where young people can be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. May we be impressed that preparation involves time, prayer, time spent with the Lord and the Spirit about exercises, and time used in reading the Scriptures and the ministry. Things happen through persons preparing themselves to be serviceable. 

Well, in that passage in Hebrews it says that God “has prepared for them a city”. Think of the whole outline of things in the chapter, persons who were prepared to suffer. That is how the testimony has come down to us today, dear brethren, through persons being prepared to suffer; they were prepared to suffer because they had their eye on something else. This occasion, the marriage of our brother and sister, has been worth preparing for. So the local assembly, the local meetings, are worth preparing for. Think of this day of glory; God says He has prepared for them a city. There will be perfect correspondence between the persons who are in the city and the city itself. Think of God thinking so much of the personnel that He has, in uncongenial circumstances up till now, that He has prepared for them a city. That preparation is going on in us today, dear brethren. May we put ourselves in the way of it. 

May we, through subjection, dependence, and the faith that 

it calls for, have these features in exercise among us, so that we are seeking to be a prepared people. 

Word at the marriage of Mr. D. Taylor and Miss R. Pye, Kirkaldy
22 March 1980

 


Scripture references

Romans 9:23 (JND) [23] and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory,

Hebrews 11:16 (JND) [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Luke 4:4-12 (JND) [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time. [6] And the devil said to him, I will give thee all this power, and their glory; for it is given up to me, and to whomsoever I will I give it. [7] If therefore *thou* wilt do homage before me, all [of it] shall be thine. [8] And Jesus answering him said, It is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve. [9] And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the edge of the temple, and said to him, If thou be Son of God, cast thyself down hence; [10] for it is written, He shall give charge to his angels concerning thee to keep thee; [11] and on [their] hands shall they bear thee, lest in any wise thou strike thy foot against a stone. [12] And Jesus answering said to him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God.

Revelation 21:2 (JND) [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Philemon 1:22 (JND) [22] But withal prepare me also a lodging; for I hope that I shall be granted to you through your prayers.



BETHANY


L. McFarlane 

Luke 24: 50–53 

This scripture came to me, brethren, as we sang together. I was thinking of this little company at Bethany, a little company of brethren with love among themselves. Each one had his or her own experience with the Lord and we would speak of these dear brethren as over death, gone  through the Jordan, their link was with Christ as risen and now to be glorified. The Lord had gone through death. He had had to say to death and the grave, and He is now victorious. He says in another place, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”, Matthew 28: 18. It is thrilling to speak of the Saviour in this way in His majesty and glory about to go in, the everlasting doors about to be lifted up for Him to enter in. And yet I thought this company at Bethany had a real place in the Lord’s affections. We would like to apply it to ourselves in this city, that we each one have come this way, through the light of His death and resurrection, and have had to do with the Lord as the glorified Man. The bent of the Lord’s mind here is to bless, to bless these men, these disciples, as He is separated from them. 

I think that the Lord would impress us at this time with His love. It was the stamp of His love that He left at Bethany; you will remember that it says that He loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus (John 11: 5). Oh, that love remains unchanged! We sing sometimes— 

‘Lord, on the throne Thy love’s the same 

As once upon Thy cross of shame’ (Hymn 15). 

His circumstances have changed, but the love remains. Oh that we might be freshly impressed, dear brethren, with the divine favour that is ours to have a link with the Man out of death, the ascended Man, the Man who has gone on high. Think of the distinction relating to the saints of God, the people of God, that we are in a world where Christ is not; we are not of the world as He is not of the world, but, thank God, we have a living link with the Man in the glory. 

I think there is something in this matter of “as far as”, “he led them out as far as Bethany”. How deliberate the Lord was in all His movements; how He was leading. Think of all that was in the Lord’s heart as He came to this locality; “and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them”. That was Aaron’s attitude, blessing. The Lord here is entering in as the true Aaron, the High Priest according to the order of Melchisedec. He is going in and He is leaving this indelible impression. Would these men forget this? No, they would never forget this; those hands which were pierced and nailed to the cross, those very hands He lifted up in blessing. We should be affected, brethren, by the Lord’s attitude at this very moment. There is absolutely nothing else in His heart for His people than to bless; despite what we are, despite our weaknesses, our failings, there is nothing else in the Saviour’s heart but to bless. 

We desire tonight that each might leave this occasion with a sense of the blessing. It is a great thing to go through this world as being blessed. 

“And it came to pass as he was blessing them”—as He was in this attitude of blessing—“he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven”. What a sight!—the beginning of the faith period. That is what is involved here, that they would no longer see Jesus as they had known Him; the faith period had begun; He was separated from them. But, Ah! the affections  remain; Jesus on high, His own on the earth. Those affections are real, they are abiding, dear brethren. Would that we knew more of that! There is a good deal in that word, “He was separated from them”. It says, “Whom heaven indeed must receive till the times of the restoring of all things”, Acts 3: 21. He could say, “Yet a little while I am with you”, and “A little while and ye do not behold me ... because I go away to the Father”, John 7: 33; 16: 16. 

The Lord has gone to the Father, but He is coming, dear brethren, He is coming. As another has said recently, we are in the last hour of the testimony. Jesus is coming, and He is coming as He went up. He is coming to bless, coming to take His own to receive them to Himself, as He said. “And they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy”. They go back into the city, as they had been told, “and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”. Now here it is not just the High Priest, we speak reverently, but a company of priests continually in the temple praising and blessing God. May the Lord bless His word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
12 August 1980 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:50-53 (JND) [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them. [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And *they*, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

John 11:5 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

John 7:33 (JND) [33] Jesus therefore said, Yet a little while I am with you, and I go to him that has sent me.

John 16:16 (JND) [16] A little while and ye do not behold me; and again a little while and ye shall see me, [because I go away to the Father].



“WE ARE THE LORD’S”


D. T. Pye 

Romans 14: 7–9; 12: 12, 15 

We have been impressed this week with the need of personal contact with Jesus. It is the most important thing in our lives to have a personal contact with Him. If there is anyone here who does not have that personal link we would desire that you might listen very carefully and that through what is said you might be drawn to appreciate the great need of a personal touch with Him. There is no questioning the fact that our brother enjoyed a personal link with Jesus, and that is something very real. Not only did he enjoy that personal link but he also knew Him as his Lord, and that is important also, for it involves not only what it is individually but takes us on a little into the enjoyment of what is collective. Our brother not only enjoyed that personal link, as we have said, but he also held his link with the Lord in relation to the saints. 

This scripture brings forward the fact that the most important matter is the sense of being the Lord’s. Our brother had known personal contact with the Lord throughout his life. He had proved it throughout the war years, for he was often in areas of danger when attending the sick and wounded, but throughout that time he proved preservation and proved, I am sure, the comfort that the Lord Himself gives. There was also a time in his life when, with a young family, he was faced in his employment with the question of trade union membership, whether he would become the bondman of men or whether he would be faithful to the bondmanship 

of the Lord, and we are thankful to say that our brother was faithful in this. Now these are really testing matters, but in them we find that there is something wrought in the way of  experience in that personal link we have with Christ. It is something choice. It is not only what we do, or what we become, or what we say, but it is the fact of the enjoyment of this link with Him. It is the most essential thing in our lives. For, after all, we are not our own—we have been bought with a price and that is what is so important in our lives, to acknowledge that the Lord Jesus has claims upon His own. He has exercised His claim and right in relation to our brother in that he has fallen asleep through Jesus. The Lord has acted in relation to him. 

Now things have come in in our brother’s life which you might say were well nigh overwhelming. We wonder why. These things search us in our pathways and yet we have to recognise that they are in the Lord’s ways and in His ordering and through them we have something to learn. Nothing happens by chance to persons who acknowledge the Lord, but in them something is wrought out. Overwhelming exercises bring deep soul experience which in itself brings its own blessing, for there is a result out of such experience, and there is also the matter of how that works out amongst those our brother has walked with, and that has had its own effects too, I am sure. We would look for something of the blessing of it to be known by us. We can say that our brother has been in the joy of knowing that we are the Lord’s, and he is now in the settled sense of the Lord’s love, for the Lord has acted in relation to him and taken him to be with Himself. 

There is a touch of comfort for our hearts in these verses in Romans 12. I read the two 

verses and would particularly like to relate verse 12 to the experiences that have been gone through over the past year, especially thinking of our sister, that there might be comfort for her. She has displayed a spirit of hope. I think that has been evident to us locally. A sense of tribulation has been in it all, but she has endured in it, and that is a very precious thing, that from endurance there is a result, and we would desire that the fulness of that may now be proved by our sister. James speaks, in relation to faith, of endurance having its perfect work (James 1: 4), and I think that when there is the ability to endure through testing and tribulation there is a perfect work and .a result from it, which can but be blessing from the Lord. 

There has been much persevering in prayer both here, and we can indeed say universally, amongst those with whom our brother walked, and it has extended beyond that area to others in the body of Christ. There is a whole line of persevering in prayer resulting from what has come in in relation to our brother. Well, these things are to yield a result and a blessing. 

We can weep with our sister in the sense of her loss. How little we can enter into the side of grief, but there is the side of sympathy and that would flow out now to our sister, and yet there is rejoicing in knowing what there is that is bound up in the Lord for us. May our hearts be comforted, for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. T. Wilson, Kirkcaldy
1 October 1981 

 


Scripture references

Romans 14:7-9 (JND) [7] For none of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself. [8] For both if we should live, [it is] to the Lord we live; and if we should die, [it is] to the Lord we die: both if we should live then, and if we should die, we are the Lord's. [9] For to this [end] Christ has died and lived [again], that he might rule over both dead and living.

Romans 12:12-15 (JND) [12] As regards hope, rejoicing: as regards tribulation, enduring: as regards prayer, persevering: [13] distributing to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. [14] Bless them that persecute you; bless, and curse not. [15] Rejoice with those that rejoice, weep with those that weep.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

James 1:4 (JND) [4] But let endurance have [its] perfect work, that ye may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.



THE BELIEVER’S BODY


R. J. Campbell 

1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20; Galatians 6: 17; Romans 12: 1 

I thought of these scriptures before coming tonight, beloved brethren, as to the references in them as to the body of the believer, and Paul referring to his own body. I just have an impression of what our bodies are capable of from the divine side. We think of the disrespect that men in the world often have for their bodies, particularly at the present time, and the abuse of the human body. We should think of these things, beloved brethren; how degraded, how depraved man is! The believer should value his body as a means of expressing something for God’s pleasure. Referring to the Lord Jesus, you think of that blessed, precious body of His, a body that was prepared for Him, a body in which everything that God could ever desire from man was expressed, that we might contemplate it. Our brother has referred to it1, the burnt-offering. In the life of Jesus there was never a thought, never an action, never a step outside of the divine will, that body conveying to men all that God was towards men, and in the conveying of that yielding so much to heaven in His life here. Our brother has referred to Him saying He was “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. Think of the intrinsic holiness of Jesus. Think of the blessed perfection of that Man here. You know, as we contemplate Him, how purifying it is, to think of the beauty and intrinsic perfection of that blessed Man here. It purifies your mind. 

But, dear brethren, that we might appreciate what we are in ourselves, the apostle Paul says here, “ye have been bought with a price”. Now that means that we are not free agents; we cannot do what we like; a price has been paid that we might be secured, that our bodies might be secured, for the divine pleasure, that we might be here as devoted persons using our bodies in the support of the testimony and in the pursuit of God’s will. Men use their bodies for other things, for the pursuit of pleasure, for the pursuit of lust, the pursuit of everything that the devil would use men for, but the believer realises that he has been bought with a price, and not only that, but his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Now that is very suggestive, that within the believer, you might say the believer’s body, is a shrine, an area where the Holy Spirit dwells. I just feel the possibilities as to what we can do positively with our bodies as appreciating the purchase price that has been paid for them, and appreciating the fact that they are the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Now that would make us very sensitive—“your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God”. The purchase price has been paid, beloved brethren, in the death of Christ. Each divine Person has been involved in the securing of the body of the believer for the divine pleasure. The purchase price has been paid in the death of Christ; and the blessed Holy Spirit has come to reside in the believer, to take up His abode there; His  desire is to rest complacently there. Oh that we might give Him scope, that we might not grieve Him in any way, that we might appreciate that He is with us, as the Lord Jesus says, He “shall be in you”, John 14: 17. So near has He come to us that He would affect our inwards, as our brother has said, He has come right within our affections, in our hearts, so that He might dwell there and govern us in every way, and the Spirit has been given of God. 

Well, may we appreciate that a price has been paid for us. How devoted it would make us, how zealous in the pursuit of the divine will it would make us, as we realise that a price has been paid, that our bodies are temple of the Holy Spirit, and that the blessed Holy Spirit has been given of God, and the apostle says “ye are not your own”. 

Well, do we realise that? As we have things to do in the testimony here we are under divine control; we are under divine leading; we are under the leadership of the blessed Holy Spirit in the testimony here; “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”, Romans 8: 14. So the apostle says, “glorify now then God in your body”. I believe it would make us think of God, as our brother has said; not so much to think of men; not so much of what the brethren think; not so much of what men think—though we should be very careful as to what men see in our lives here—but we should think of God—“glorify now then God in your body”, so that God is getting something from us as we are in the pursuit of the divine will here. 

I thought of Paul saying, “for I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”. You know, beloved brethren, Paul had marks on him, even physical marks that he had suffered in his devotion to Christ and to the testimony. You think of those scourgings; think of the pressure that Paul went through. Five times he received forty stripes save one; think of the physical sufferings of Paul, but he devotedly suffered for the testimony here in relation to Christ. Paul realized that there was a stamp on him, which he was prepared to acknowledge at all costs when he said to the Galatians, “for I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”. That man was marked by Christ, marked by Christ for the testimony, and he realised he was under the Lord’s control; the Lord owned him. He possessed him, and he bore in his body the brands of the Lord Jesus. Well, that mark is to be on us, and may we realise that we bear it as we pursue our lives here, that we are not our own but have been marked by Christ. So even in suffering for the testimony something enters into our lives, something should enter in even as to our bodies, so that we are marked for the divine pleasure and for the support of the testimony here. 

I read in Romans because Paul is using this lever to encourage the Roman saints to devote themselves entirely to the will of God. This is the culmination of very severe personal exercises in Romans. The exercises of Romans are not a light matter, and I just wish for myself that I knew more about them, that in experience we might go through things morally with God and arrive at this position, this final conclusion, so that our whole body is under divine control. We have been through the exercises of Romans; we have our members under control; we have our mind controlled; we are now intelligent persons; and we place our  bodies on that altar and thus can say to Him, ‘It is for You’. We place our bodies in relation to God, and it has been well said that if we place our bodies there we can never take them back again; they are there and they are there as committed to God. Paul says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God”; he is using this lever to appeal to these Roman saints to present their bodies “a living sacrifice, holy”. I believe it links with what has been said that it is not merely the outward thing, but it is “holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”. There is not so much emphasis on righteousness here, it is holiness. 

It is the inward state of a believer formed through exercise with God and he is prepared now in devotion to God to place his body on the altar unreservedly, never to be taken back again; and Paul says, “which is your intelligent service”. 

Well, when we have our mind controlled in Romans the whole body is controlled, and it means that we are intelligent persons, and we devote ourselves entirely to the will of God. 

What bodies these are, beloved brethren! From one standpoint, weak, mortal bodies, some of the older brethren feeling the infirmity of the body, but a time is coming when we shall have a body like unto His own body of glory. In the meantime things are worked out in these human vessels; things are being formed, divine work is being formed in us that will find its place in eternity. It is wonderful what is being worked out in the lives of the saints, and in these bodies something shines out; the vessel has been broken—think of the mortal character of these bodies—but yet in them there is a treasure being worked out that will yet yield in glory in that eternal day. May we appreciate what we have, beloved brethren—our bodies, which we have been given that we might use them rightly according to divine pleasure, as Paul says, that they might be for the glory of God. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
29 December 1981 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Galatians 6:17 (JND) [17] For the rest let no one trouble me, for *I* bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus.

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

Romans 8:14 (JND) [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.



REST


H. T. Mutton (With Christ 1957) 

That life made manifest in Thee, 

So spotless, holy, heavenly, 

Delightful to the Father’s eye. 

We contemplate adoringly. 

Each precious grace in Thee did shine, 

Thy life expressing light divine. 

Unclouded nearness was Thy part, 

Revealer of Thy Father’s heart. 

 Our joy is full as in Thee blest, 

Now near to Thee we find our rest. 

In glory’s light we love to own 

The Father’s well beloved Son. 

The Father rests complacently 

In Thee, and in the company 

Which tastes and shares eternally 

Thy joy in Him, and His in Thee. 

Tunbridge Wells 

 


MUSINGS


PREPARED PLACES “I go to prepare you a place”—what comfort these words of Jesus in John 14 have afforded believers down the centuries! What a place it must be that His own hands have prepared, and what delights abound in that abode which He Himself has furnished for the objects of His love. More than that, ‘I am coming again and shall receive you to myself’. It is not only the place, but the Person. “Thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. Faith and hope lay hold of that prospect of perfect joy and peace. 

Revelation 12: 6 brings before us the woman, figure of the faithful Jewish remnant after the church has been raptured. The dragon seeks to devour her child and she flees into the wilderness, “where she has there a place prepared of God, that they should nourish her there a thousand two hundred and sixty days”. In every hour of testing and pressure there is a prepared place in which we may nestle under the wings of divine comfort and protection. David said, “So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings”, Psalm 36: 7. 

CIRCLES OF BLESSING Flying over the arid, sun-baked areas of Colorado and Nebraska, U.S.A., the visitor is puzzled to see perfectly circular areas of fresh green growth standing out from the barren surroundings. On enquiry he learns that these are farmlands irrigated by huge water pipelines which revolve around central pivots. It is a reminder of how heaven views local companies of saints—and Christian households too—areas of life, liberty, and freshness, watered from heaven by the service of the Holy Spirit, amid a world of drought. 

May we each contribute to the maintenance of these happy, prosperous, and fruitful conditions. Isaac said of Jacob, “The smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed”, Genesis 27: 27. 

FCM




Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 12:6 (JND) [6] And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has there a place prepared of God, that they should nourish her there a thousand two hundred [and] sixty days.

Psalms 36:7 (JND) [7] How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings.

Genesis 27:27 (JND) [27] And he came near, and kissed him. And he smelt the smell of his clothes, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed.



EXTRACTS






I think I have often ministered my knowledge of the Scriptures, and I suspect I am not very different to other people; but now I am much more disposed to limit my ministry to what I know. I do not think I am at all perfect in that way now, but that is the line I have more before me, in any little ministry I may do. Not simply to minister from one’s knowledge of Scripture, but from what I really know ... what I know by the Spirit of God. I think there is a long gap between what I know from Scripture as to the form of the truth and so on, and what I really know, by the Spirit’s work—as divinely taught. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 13, p.91) 

He is to be “all in all”, meaning that He is all to us, but as filling us there is no room for anything else. It would be an eternal condition ... but it is to be reached now. There is a point reached where all else is shut out, however legitimate it may be elsewhere. I am filled with God; God is all to me as filling me. I may look at the heavens and admire the handiwork of God, but that is an objective matter; it is not all to me as in me. God is “all in all”—not all and in all, but “all in all”—one great fact. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 47, p.323) 

Whilst we say rightly that it is “the day of small things”, let us remember and own that our laziness, our indolence, our want of evangelical activity, is the cause of the smallness of numbers in many cases. Let us take this to heart; for this is a great evangelical chapter, and also the next one (Luke 15). 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 47, p.359) 

Circumcision deals with the flesh viewed in its power. Baptism refers to what is outside you; you reckon yourselves dead indeed to sin. It is what is outside of you, but circumcision is what is inside you; the work of the flesh inside ... One of the most remarkable things in Scripture is that God sought to slay Moses. Why? Because he was not dealing with the flesh. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 14, p.9) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



Notes


	[←1]
	 See May 1982 issue, p.l.
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