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WHAT IT IS TO INQUIRE OF GOD

Psalm 27: 2–5; 2 Samuel 7: 4, 5, 12–19; Exodus 34: 1–5, 29 

NJH  I thought in our conversation together we might consider what it is to inquire of God. Psalm 27 verse 4 was especially in mind. I think we get very familiar with conditions as they are, especially in the profession, and our judgment weakens. In verse 4 his request was in the singular and he sought after it, “that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire of him in his temple”. I do not think we get the mind of God without being attracted by what is of God; it says “to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire of him in his temple”. He loves to give us His mind. It is a wonderful favour to us for God to do that, but He gives it to persons who are going to value it. We have to be such that provide the moral basis, that we love what comes from the Lord, what comes from God. 

In the other two scriptures we read, David and Moses were persons that had to do with the dwelling of God here. One had to do with providing for the temple, the house, and the other had to do with the tabernacle. They both clearly followed this verse in Psalm 27 where it says, “One thing have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after—that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life”. That is a very fine committal, and then “to behold the beauty of Jehovah”. I think both these men of God saw something of the beauty of Jehovah. I have no doubt that what Moses saw on the mount touched his affections. He was told to make everything according to the pattern; that was more than a mental perception of what was pleasing to God. I think God revealed something of His own heart to Moses, and therefore he saw the beauty of Jehovah. And then he comes out the second time, according to this chapter in Exodus with his face shining through God talking with him. 

David wanted to provide. God said He had gone about in a tent and a tabernacle, and He had not dwelt in a house like David was intending to build; but God took it up and it was going to be by his son, the great principle of sonship. I think he got through to the beauty of Jehovah in sonship; a manner of man that was pleasing to God. I would like our affections to be touched as we inquire together, because we will see how the Spirit of God might lead us, so that we come into the position to receive, or to inquire in His temple, to get the current mind of the Lord. That is what we all need. We all need the current mind of the Lord. 

JS  The desire to “behold the beauty of Jehovah”, would that be for us related to what we see in Christ, the kind of man we see there? With David, the manner of man; and Moses’ face was shining. Do you think the inquiry would lead us in that direction? 

NJH  Yes exactly. We are so privileged to have “the manner of man” before our hearts. The order of man that is the beauty of Jehovah is in Christ and God will not go back from it. The beauty of Jehovah now is embodied in a blessed Man. 

MWG  Another two matters here underlie this; David had made this a matter of prayer, he had asked to go, and that is really good, is it not? The next thing he says is, I will seek after it, as if there would be some activity of faith to pursue this prayer and realise it. Is that important do you think? 

NJH  Yes it is, prayers are expressed in Psalm 132: 5. David desired a place for Jehovah, then in verse 6 he heard of the ark at Ephratah; something was coming into his heart that he wanted to go after and he would not let go. David would not let go, neither did Moses let go, until there was a dwelling-place for God. We need to understand that condition where what is due to God is recognised. He wanted to dwell where God dwelt, and if God demanded holiness according to Leviticus, Moses would say, Well I want to be in keeping with that, to “dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life”. I think that is very beautiful. 

JSp  I was just thinking of the second chapter of Ephesians, the house and the temple are very closely linked, could you say some more about that?

NJH  Well you help us on that. 

JSp  I am just inquiring as to your link because it seems to me there must be dwelling conditions before the mind of the Lord can be known. 

NJH  Yes that is good. They are brought together in principle in this dispensation in Ephesians. In the temple there is increase now, and it will go through to completion in the millennium. The house and temple are brought together. I think it is very beautiful to see both; that what is suitable to God is recognised, and where He speaks is recognised. Exodus 34 is linked with the second epistle to the Corinthians, but in the first epistle he says, “Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God?”, 1 Corinthians 3: 16. They were the temple of God but they did not seem to know it, and they did not walk in keeping with it. I think what you have said is helpful in what we are inquiring about. 

GBG  So in Peter he says, “If any one speak—as oracles of God; if any one minister— as of strength which God supplies; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ”, 1 Peter 4: 11. It is quite an exercising thing to minister and speak. As oracles of God you are speaking on God’s behalf. Is that what is in mind? but it is as of the strength which God supplies. 

NJH  Yes that is helpful. Because in the oracle it was God speaking, but it seemed as if God was taking account of the needs of those He was addressing, it was like an answer, the oracle involves a certain answer to the state of the people; so it is the current mind of the Lord that we are exercised about just now. We have had so much revealed to us by the Spirit, come through the apostles, and Paul, and those that have gone before us, the fathers of the recovery, but we need the current word of the Lord. 

GBG  I recall a remark of Mr Coates as to this verse; he said that if any one speak as oracles of God, there must be what is distinctive comes through, there must be if it comes from God; it would quicken the affections of the saints, and meet the needs of the saints. 

NJH  Yes that is good. It is “oracles of God”. He is the source. We often speak about living ministry, but we need to be exercised that it continues. 

JCG  In the well-known scripture in Isaiah 6 he saw His glory first, we cannot really have any communication outwardly unless we have seen the glory of Christ, and the Lord quotes that, does he not? 

NJH  Yes He does. That is an interesting passage because he gets his commission following it, does he not? That would sustain the prophet in his commission. We are in a good atmosphere today where there is a longing, a receptiveness with the brethren, but Isaiah was sent out knowing that those he was going to address would not listen, their ears were stopped, and their hearts were like stone. I think what supported Isaiah was what he saw, what was revealed to him, he saw what was lifted up, and that surpassed everything he met down here. That fashioned, that actually supported the prophet in what lay ahead. 

JCG  Later in chapter 33 he speaks of those going on in righteousness and uprightness, he says, “Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty” (Isaiah 33: 17). It was from his experience that he was encouraging others to enter into it. 

NJH  Exactly. I think that is what will support us if we get this; have the desire for dwelling where God dwells, and then be attracted “to behold the beauty of Jehovah”. Now our week starts that way, that the beauty of Jehovah is presented to us, and the will of God lies ahead for the week; that is what is going to support us. 

APG  In the previous psalm, Psalm 26 verse 8, it says, “Jehovah I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwelleth”. That was on his heart, what lay behind this, the place it had in his heart. 

NJH  Yes that is good. It would be questionable what was in the heart of King Saul. Saul was removed as we know, it was questionable what was in his heart at all. We have David’s faults, but through it all we have David’s heart. He loved Jehovah, and as you say He “loved the habitation of thy house” and I think that is wonderful. That has not been withdrawn from us, brethren, through general breakdown, the house is still available, the truth of the body is still there, the presence of the Spirit is known; everything is there for any to take up. 

JAG  Would John in the bosom of Jesus getting the Lord’s mind, and the state that that involves probably bear upon this? 

NJH  Help us more please. 

JAG  Well Peter has to ask, makes a sign to get it, and we are mostly like that; but to be in the bosom of the Lord you are beholding the beauty of the Lord, and there is intimacy and mutuality you might say, and He is quite happy and free to speak in a normal way to you. 

NJH  Yes, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee” (John 21: 22); you might say he is abiding in His dwelling, which is referred to in this gospel. He was a person that loved the breast and the bosom of Christ, the beauty of Jehovah, he was brought into immediate contact with what God saw in that blessed Man. JAG  That is all available despite breakdown. 

NJH  Exactly, it is still there, it is in Christ and the Spirit here links us immediately with the presence of that blessed Man. 

TDB  Was the spirit of inquiry characteristic of David? 

NJH  Yes exactly, he asks for the ephod in 1 Samuel 30, does he not? He went to inquire of Jehovah (1 Samuel 30: 7, 8). You say he was not a priest, but he recognised what was there, he asked for the ephod and he inquired of Jehovah. He inquired as to the Philistines and he was successful (2 Samuel 5: 19). He inquires again in verse 23 and is told to go a different way; so when they hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberrytrees there is a different way. He was a man that was always asking God for direction. 

MWG  Would this be a comfort for our beloved young people. There is so much that we do not understand, but the Lord is ready as we “inquire of him in his temple”. He is ready to explain things to us and direct us. 

NJH  It is not just open for those of us who are older, it is open for every one of us. Young people having come into salvation should ask for the Spirit. The Spirit will give you guidance and direction because He immediately links you with the beauty of Jehovah which is presented in Christ; and that is available for the very youngest believer. 

JAB  You mentioned the context of the surrounding verses and the opposition that is there. Some of us find that when we are in circumstances like that we find it difficult, because these things distract us and interfere. What did you have in mind please? 

NJH  Well I am glad you have brought us to it, because we have to be sympathetic, all of us have been young, not all of us may be old; the Lord is coming. But the young have to face things and we have to be sympathetic with what the young find. But this is like a jewel in the presence of darkness. You know darkness is darkness. It has been said that the darkness in John 1 was not because of the absence of light, the light came and it did not change the darkness, and that is what surrounds us even in the profession, darkness. In the midst of it somebody has one thing, you do not need to be complex, have one thing before you, have this verse before you. 

JAB  So that we begin this exercise individually, do we not? It then takes us into what is collective and we find it working in a meeting like this, but we have to begin with the experience of this on our knees in our chamber, is that right? 

NJH  Exactly, that is right. The company needs such persons, the strength and spirituality of a company requires this individual committal. You will start to contribute with the house of God in mind, abiding there, and seeing the beauty of Jehovah and inquiring in His temple. 

DTP  So something of the example of this we learn from the early Acts because you find there was a fervency of their spirits. It had worked for the individual but they wanted to be together and that is the importance of the assembling of the saints, through the week too. 

NJH  Exactly, “they came to their own company” (Acts 4: 23), it is like a magnet. What was there in Jerusalem at the beginning of the Acts outside that company? What was there? It was cold, the murderous spirit was still there. It not only vented itself in utmost cruelty on our Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ but it was against those that were in the way. The blessing of the saints, their food, their refreshment, their life, was within the Christian circle. Now that is persons that are providing a dwelling-place for God. 

DCB  I was thinking about 2 Corinthians 3, while looking on the glory of the Lord you are transformed, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. If you are coming in with this spirit and attitude to behold the beauty of Jehovah, you will be transformed yourself, will you not? 

NJH  Yes, with looking. The young people might say I cannot say much. You do not say anything. It is beholding the glory of the Lord that you are changed towards the Object, and you become more like your brethren. That is what happens. That is why when there is love circulating amongst the brethren we are closer together, and there is no chink for the enemy to breach, no way for the enemy to come into the company. 

RT  It says of the Lord that as they were listening He added and spoke a parable, Luke 19: 11. Another time it says He could not do many works of power there because of their unbelief, Matthew 13: 58. So the word comes in relation to the state of expectancy or otherwise that may be with us. 

NJH  That is very helpful. I think that is linked with the oracle, that you have a receptive ear. It was their hardness of heart that hindered the Lord. You might say that the Lord had all power. Yes but He could not do the works because it would have no effect. The work was meant to have an effect in persons, so He looked for those persons who were receptive. 

RT  Would it help us to be earnest in our opening prayer for example, and the Lord would be ready to answer that expectancy of spirit? 

NJH  Exactly. Simple calling on the Lord. He hears our prayers, that is why we pray because He hears our prayers. 

GBG  Do we need to continue in dependence throughout the reading? I remember a brother saying we might express dependence at the beginning of the reading, and then pretty much go on in just what we know, in our own steam. We have to continue in dependence, do you think? 

NJH  Yes in that way we keep linked with the source and that is how the body operates; practically that is how the body operates that the persons are not only bound together by the Spirit, but they are kept linked with the source. I think that is a good point; that we keep dependent throughout the meeting. 

JAB  I heard of a dear sister who very recently told someone that she has gone off to an evangelical company, and said that the Lord was leading her there. Now there is someone who thinks that she has the Lord’s mind about a matter. I am thinking of what you are bringing before us as to the Lord’s mind and how we arrive at it, but sometimes when I hear someone saying, I have got the Lord’s mind about this, I just know instinctively that they do not. What would you say about that? 

NJH  Moses did not take anyone with him back into the camp. Joshua remained out at the tent of meeting and the Lord would not lead anybody back into the camp. He has His own rights, the Lord addresses the assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3; we have to leave that. But Joshua remained, and those that sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting. So that is how I would answer that. 

JAB  That is very helpful. I wondered if this phrase “that will I seek after” implies a sensitivity to the Spirit’s leading and to what the Lord might indicate. But what you are bringing before us is very important at the moment. 

NJH  I think we are tested. Many souls are unclear as to the fact that if you have this objective you cannot go back into the camp. He never gives up His own and speaks to whoever belongs to Him, but His presence is sought by going outside the camp, that is how I understand the tent of meeting. It has been said that the tent of meeting was Moses own tent. I thought that was very touching. Because the setting up of the tabernacle had not taken place, but in the meantime Moses pitched his own tent outside. 

JAG  In the camp the Lord appears before them in another form. What would you say about secret history in relation to this? David is very confident here—“When evil-doers, mine adversaries and mine enemies, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. If a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; if war rise against me, in this will I be confident”. He did not arrive at that overnight did he? 

NJH  No, but he came to a sound judgment of what was opposing to his exercises as before the Lord in private communion with the Lord in going over matters. Young persons should do it, ask the Lord questions, inquire of Him, just be simple in your own relationship, and He will answer you where you are in your state, so you can stand in the face of it. Because they are murderers, they want to rob us of what we have. 

JAG  That builds up a secret history, and a knowledge of God. 

NJH  Absolutely. Recently we were reminded of Ahab’s palace and the vineyard of Naboth. You can be assured Naboth did not build his vineyard next to the palace. The palace was built next to Naboth’s vineyard and then made claim to it, 1 Kings 21. And that is what the enemies round about want. They do not have what you have, but they want to rob you of it. So we must be occupied by this “One thing have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after”. 

JS  I wondered if this matter of “One thing” is very important for us in our spiritual histories, having “One thing” before us. I think a lot of the problems arise because we may want Christ and something else. I think if we have singleness of eye then the result of that is that the body is full of light. 

NJH  That is a good suggestion. Because God towards us is “One thing” speaking simply; it is all in Christ, everything is there, and we should be simple. I think God knows you are earnest if you are not too complicated in your requests, be simple and real and be determined to follow it through. 

MWG  That is very fine and there are some lovely assurances in that next verse. “In the day of evil he will hide”, “will he keep”, “he will set me high”. We come in for divine power in this, do you think? 

NJH  Yes that is good. That comes out in a practical matter, do you think? Young people go to school and we know even with children they pick on somebody and can be quite cruel to one another, and they will vent it on a young Christian. Well if you have this before you, this “One thing”, “in the day of evil he will hide me in his pavilion”. Who is going to get you there? And then “in the secret of his tent will he keep me concealed”. Who is going to find you there? And then “he will set me high upon a rock”. Who can reach you there? How established a young heart is. You can stand things at school. In prayer express to the Lord your desire. We speak of it when saying persons express their desire to break bread, but the desire has to be with us all the time. 

JD  So do you think that what we go through in our personal or private exercise and experience, we find it confirmed as we come together and know this matter of inquiring of Him in His temple? 

NJH  You mean it leads up to that. 

JD  I was just thinking that we receive everything, do we not, from Christ through the Spirit, and when we come together and inquire into the word, there is ministry that comes to us that would confirm what we are experiencing in our hearts, confirming us in what we come to in our judgments and our thoughts? 

NJH  I think that is right. You would look for that. You may say, Well I am a bit down tonight, tired, the weather is not very good, busy day at school, not very many sales today or something, but when you come, if you have the right things before you, you find everything is answered to you. It may be nobody else knows, but you have had your touch from the Lord that meets your exercises. 

PAG  The fact that the way to the temple in 1 Corinthians is by way of the cross and the Spirit, does that help us in relation to our inquiry today? The cross would bring Christ crucified before me and tell me that everything that is of the first order of man has been dealt with there, but the Spirit brings Christ glorified before me, so the “One thing” is Christ, the one Man is Christ. But I just wondered in relation to the earlier inquiries, if the Spirit’s leading is always upwards, it is never outwards or downwards, it is upwards. 

NJH  He is here on Christ’s behalf is He not? But I am glad of your reference to Corinthians because it is not just me crucified, that is the end of me, but Christ crucified means everything is ended that is not in keeping with the dwelling of God. God dwells in the absence of everything the first man presents; all flesh and everything is totally out of the eye of God in His dwelling. The Spirit is there to develop and draw us to the source. 

JCG  At times when persons may be looking elsewhere, should we be looking for words of eternal life? In John 6, the Lord says “It is the Spirit which quickens” (John 6: 63), bringing us really to Christ in glory as has been said. Then “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal” (John 6: 68). If we are not attracted to Jesus then there will be some attraction somewhere else, will there not? 

NJH  That is right, actually John 6 tests everybody. The eating of John 6 tests everybody. Well did the Lord doubt His own? No, He says “Will ye also go away?” (John 6: 67). I think the Lord awaited confession. And I think we need to be persons who are ready to confess “Lord, to whom shall we go?” He wants to hear us, “let me hear thy voice”, Song of Songs 2: 14. He wants to hear us saying “Lord, to whom shall we go?”; Peter spoke on behalf of the others, but I am sure the others were with him in it, that there was nowhere else to go. 

GBG  Do you think that even in younger persons, God works with us and we are brought to a point where we can only turn to God, in certain circumstances? That is what David reached here; confidence in God, it is mentioned in this verse. Do you think God appreciates that? Does not confidence underlie true dependence? NJH  Yes, you must know who you are dependent on. 

GBG  And God appreciates persons who are confident and trust in Him, that make requests to Him. But I think we are all brought to a point in an experience some time that there is only one Person you can turn to, others would not understand. It may seem so simple that others would not appreciate my exercise; we are brought that way, do you think? 

NJH  Of course that marks all God’s ways man-ward, does it not? He wants to gain the trust of His creature. Did not the life, the pathway of Christ, do that? To win trust and confidence, and through it dependence, would come about in the soul. It was something to secure in the creature for Himself. It touches your heart the way that He has gone. 

I thought we could just get a touch following out what was said as to David. David had great thoughts in mind in 2 Samuel 7. He felt that he dwelt in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwelt under curtains, that is verse 2. “Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee”, but the word came again, that was not the way to proceed. You see a man of blood could not build the house; you have to have the man of peace, and that is the manner of man that is anticipated in Christ. In verse 12 “When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom ... I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son”. That is what God is getting through to, the great truth of sonship. 

JAG  Why do you think Nathan did not have the mind of God? He was a mature person, a prophet. 

NJH  The prophet might have been unduly influenced by David himself, thinking, Well he will be right again. But we certainly have to be clear of influence. But the word came that night which was a mercy, “it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan” (2 Samuel 7: 4). So he was adjusted. But do you think it might have been David’s personality that may have swayed him? 

JAG  We may allow personalities to deflect ourselves and weaken what the mind of God is really at. 

NJH  Well that is a very important thing you have said. Nathan was one that was of great respect, his name comes in at the end of 1 Chronicles 29, “And the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet” (1 Chronicles 29: 29). So he must have been influenced at this point, but he was corrected that night. That was good. I wish I took correction quicker. 

JS  From David’s point of view he may have thought, Well I have the mind of God now; but he had to have another impression before the mind of God really came to him. Sometimes we may think we have the mind of God, but we may have to be adjusted. Perhaps it calls for patience to be sure we have His mind, do you think? 

NJH  Yes I think that. I think we have to be very careful. Some people say they have the mind of God and they may be quite adrift. You recognise what has been done by men of God that have gone before. While you have the object before you, you are in keeping with the line, the trend that the Spirit has been on over the time. The speaking of the Spirit is constant; what the Spirit says to the assemblies. 

JCG  David maintains humility, even after he has been told that it is his son that will build the house, verse 18 “And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah”; that is the spirit we need to maintain if we are going to see clearly what is the mind of the Lord. 

NJH  Exactly, he got a view of Christ there. When Jehovah spoke he immediately got some impression of Christ there. And therefore he sat, he was content, you might say he was dwelling in the house of Jehovah, he wanted to dwell there. He sat before Jehovah, and then he says, “And is this the manner of man ...?” You cannot be in the presence of God long before getting an impression of Christ. 

RT  So when God speaks to David does he lift his view onto what is eternal rather than just his circumstances that he is in at the time? 

NJH  That is good, that helps. 

RT  David dwelt in his house, his own circumstances, and thought he would then add something to God; but God brings before him that He has a long view. He has a fixed view, an eternal view, unchanging, and that comes into David’s life then and helps him. 

NJH  That is very helpful because that is the manner of man coming before his soul. There must be a change because he could not bring his circumstances into God’s; that is one thing we have to learn. Learn to adjust your circumstances to the presence of God 

RT  And then he says “who am I”. In the other setting in Chronicles David says, “thou ... hast regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree”, 1 Chronicles 17: 17. God would elevate our view and elevate us. 

NJH  That is right and that is when dignity comes in, and that is what you eventually come to in Exodus 34. Moses is at the height of dignity there. He is standing out in Exodus 34, probably without parallel, he is distinguished in the presence of God. I think what you said is very helpful. Start with having God before you and then your circumstances, your life, even when it comes to employment or work, whatever it may be, takes its character from that first thing in your life. 

JS  After David gets the second word from Nathan he went in and sat before Jehovah. Do you think it a great matter to get confirmation in the presence of God? 

NJH  Yes, David was not marked by contradiction or questioning, he just was restful. You might say it was his supreme thought, but it had to take second place because what God was going forward to was a manner of man that was after His heart. And it is a very delightful touch that he went in and sat. 

JAG  So he had the pattern by the Spirit, and that is the manner of man. You go through the four gospels and you get the manner of man. 

NJH  That is very good, because he gave to Solomon the pattern in writing. Moses did not do that exactly (although he wrote Exodus), but David is said to convey the pattern to Solomon in writing (1 Chronicles 28: 19). So there is a permanency about it, what has come through there. And what can you say about the gospels? 

JAG  They are a wealth of words. 

NJH  It has been said that most of the epistles were written before the gospels; you come to the manner of man. You have to get that order before your soul and David gets it here. 

JAB  I was just thinking that David was at the height of his power here. It has been said that if I think I can do something for God He probably will not use me, but if I remain dependent He may use me in what He is going to do. David really shows us that here, does he not? 

NJH  Exactly, that is a good thing to quote. The Psalms prove that David fails, but he goes back to the source, and he finds out what the mind of God is for the moment for him. 

JAB  I was just thinking of what was said about the need for dependence and humility. We speak about these things, but as we keep our eyes on Christ and we see it in Him, we become like Him, and as we become like Him as being in His presence then we begin to hear what He says to us. 

NJH  That is good. And that is why we inquire of Him in His temple, and keep that attitude. 

In Exodus 34 Moses is dignified as our brother says. I think he has still the pattern, he is still carrying the whole thing in his affections. It has not been built up yet, it has not been assembled. Deuteronomy goes a little more into the side of intercession than we get in Exodus, but here he goes in with the two tables. God made the first two tables and wrote on upon them with His finger. When it comes to the second two Moses had to make the stone tables and God wrote upon them. I think it is very touching. He is going in with the two tables. I suppose in principle he is now taking in the saints in his heart, and going to work out the will of God. The will of God has to be worked out here. These tables were not broken. He takes them up and God writes on them; then he comes down after God had been talking with him, and the skin of his face shone. I think that is the result of inquiring in the presence of God. 

JCG  The effect of the new covenant is to direct us to Christ, because in Deuteronomy he was told to prepare the ark and put the tables in the ark; that is in line with what you are saying to behold the beauty of Jehovah. The effect really is of the new covenant, that there would be something shining out for God in the saints. 

NJH  Exactly. The Holy Spirit is effecting what is permanent in our affections. The fleshy tables of the heart means that it is in the conditions in which we are. He is writing on the saints; is that not wonderful? And that is why the saints are brought into it, and here Moses was pursuing. Before him was the tabernacle, the setting up of the tabernacle, every detail. You wonder how he could have kept everything so much together. You say why has God given so much detail of the tabernacle? Chapter after chapter of the different materials for different places in the tabernacle, nothing is mixed it is all set out in perfect order. I think it is because he saw the beauty of Jehovah; everything was orderly in his mind. And here he is going in. You might say he is going up again. The first time he went up he saw the pattern, now he is going up to see the beauty of Jehovah. 

JS  God started with the ark in Exodus 25 which is typical of Christ. Do you think Moses would get some impression, from what he saw, that there was to be a whole order of things of the same character? 

NJH  Yes. The working out of things needs skill and work, but it is all from the pattern. I think it is very wonderful. You know he did not lose it. That is what impresses me. He was a reasonable age, but he did not lose it, everything was made and built in keeping with the pattern. The only way I will keep the truth in my soul is seeing it in Christ. I will lose the power of the truth if I turn away from where the beauty of Jehovah is. I say to you, if you want to read ministry, which I would encourage you all to do, start as early as possible and read a little and let it touch your affections. As Mr Wigram says, read until something touches you and lay the book down because God is speaking to you, is going to work with you. But the point is that if you keep the truth livingly linked with where the centre of the truth is, you will never lose it and the power of it will be in your soul. But immediately, if you go downwards in your pathway, the power of the truth will be lost in your soul; it is inevitable. It is kept intact in the person of Jesus and the blessed Spirit; and it is kept livingly in my soul through my link with these two blessed divine Persons, and if it is not there the power of the truth will be lost to me and any of us here. 

RT  In Exodus 24 God says, “Come up to me into the mountain, and be there”, Exodus 24: 12. The fact that his face was shining shows that he had been there; he was impressionable and attentive. 

NJH  That is good. And what we have here in verse 5, “And Jehovah came down in the cloud, and stood beside him there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah”. What an answer to the longings of that man! The one thing that was set before his heart and what he had seen in the pattern, and here Jehovah comes down and stands beside him; what confirmation. 

JAG  Is that the normal expression of Christ’s epistle? It is expressed in the brethren on that very principle and that is testimony. 

NJH  Yes it is clear, it is legible, it is seen, that is in the saints. 

GBG  The brethren in Dundee were impressed when we read chapter 34 that it says here “Hew for thyself”; so God had confidence in Moses. That is what is needed persons whom God can trust. We spoke about having confidence in God, but God is looking for this in the persons who have experience with God, who have learnt to distrust themselves. I think that is a big thing with all of us, to distrust ourselves; God can commit Himself to persons who have the pattern before them, do you think? 

NJH  Yes that is good, because the pattern must have marked these tables as well. He had seen the first two but God did not take issue with what Moses did with them. He knew the instinct of Moses, that he could not take the presence of God into the camp. Idolatry had taken over, the golden calf had taken the whole thing over; he could not take the two tables into the camp at that point. Here he goes up. In principle he makes them as God had made them. And I think, as you say, He has confidence in him. Would I be able to bring anything into the local assembly that is in keeping entirely with what is in the presence of God? That is a test is it not? Is my ministry novel? We have known what novel things are, and it was not from the presence of God. 

GBG  So Christ is the pattern for local assemblies. Therefore we must have Christ before us if we are taking responsibility locally. 

NJH  Exactly, and that is why 1 Corinthians starts that way.

Reading at Dundee
16 October 2010 
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Scripture references

Psalms 27:2-5 (JND) [2] When evil-doers, mine adversaries and mine enemies, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. [3] If a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; if war rise against me, in this will I be confident. [4] One [thing] have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire [of him] in his temple. [5] For in the day of evil he will hide me in his pavilion; in the secret of his tent will he keep me concealed: he will set me high upon a rock.

2 Samuel 7:4-19 (JND) [4] And it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan, saying, [5] Go and say to my servant, to David, Thus saith Jehovah: Wilt thou build me a house for me to dwell in? [6] For I have not dwelt in a house since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle. [7] In all my going about with all the children of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye me not a house of cedars? [8] And now, thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I took thee from the pasture-grounds, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people, over Israel; [9] and I have been with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are on the earth. [10] And I will appoint a place for my people, for Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and be disturbed no more; neither shall the sons of wickedness afflict them any more, as formerly, [11] and since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. And I have given thee rest from all thine enemies; and Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah will make thee a house. [12] When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] It is he who shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. [14] I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the stripes of the sons of men; [15] but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before thee. …

Exodus 34:1-29 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. [4] And he hewed two tables of stone like the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to mount Sinai, as Jehovah had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. [5] And Jehovah came down in the cloud, and stood beside him there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. [6] And Jehovah passed by before his face, and proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in goodness and truth, [7] keeping mercy unto thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but by no means clearing [the guilty]; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, upon the third and upon the fourth [generation]. [8] And Moses made haste, and bowed his head to the earth and worshipped, [9] and said, If indeed I have found grace in thine eyes, Lord, let the Lord, I pray thee, go in our midst; for it is a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for an inheritance! [10] And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will do marvels that have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people in the midst of which thou [art] shall see the work of Jehovah; for a terrible thing it shall be that I will do with thee. [11] Observe what I command thee this day: behold, I will drive out before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. [12] Take heed to thyself, that thou make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which thou shalt come, lest it be a snare in the midst of thee; …

Psalms 27:4 (JND) [4] One [thing] have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire [of him] in his temple.

Psalms 27 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Jehovah is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Jehovah is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? [2] When evil-doers, mine adversaries and mine enemies, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. [3] If a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; if war rise against me, in this will I be confident. …

Psalms 132:5 (JND) [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob.

Exodus 34 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. …

1 Corinthians 3:16 (JND) [16] Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1 Peter 4:11 (JND) [11] If any one speak as oracles of God; if any one minister as of strength which God supplies; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might for the ages of ages. Amen.

Isaiah 6 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. [2] Seraphim were standing above him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. [3] And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! …

Isaiah 33:17 (JND) [17] Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty; they shall behold the land that is far off.

Psalms 26:8 (JND) [8] Jehovah, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwelleth.

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

1 Samuel 30 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had made a raid upon the south, and upon Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag and burned it with fire; [2] and had taken the women captives that were in it; both great and small: they had put none to death, but had carried them off, and went on their way. [3] And David and his men came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives. …

1 Samuel 30:7-8 (JND) [7] And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, Bring near to me, I pray thee, the ephod. And Abiathar brought the ephod near to David. [8] And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And he said to him, Pursue; for thou shalt assuredly overtake [them] and shalt certainly recover.

2 Samuel 5:19 (JND) [19] And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines? wilt thou give them into my hand? And Jehovah said to David, Go up; for I will certainly give the Philistines into thy hand.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Acts 4:23 (JND) [23] And having been let go, they came to their own [company], and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Luke 19:11 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested.

Matthew 13:58 (JND) [58] And he did not there many works of power, because of their unbelief.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

1 Kings 21 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:63 (JND) [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

John 6:68 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:67 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Song of Solomon 2:14 (JND) [14] My dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the covert of the precipice, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

2 Samuel 7:4 (JND) [4] And it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan, saying,

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

1 Chronicles 29:29 (JND) [29] And the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer;

1 Chronicles 17:17 (JND) [17] And this hath been a small thing in thy sight, O God; and thou hast spoken of thy servant's house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree, Jehovah Elohim.

Exodus 34 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. …

Exodus 34 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. …

1 Chronicles 28:19 (JND) [19] All this [said David,] in writing, by Jehovah's hand upon me, instructing as to all the works of the pattern.

Exodus 34 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. …

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 24 (JND) [1] And he said to Moses, Go up to Jehovah, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship afar off. [2] And let Moses alone come near Jehovah; but they shall not come near; neither shall the people go up with him. [3] And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah, and all the judgments; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words that Jehovah has said will we do! …

Exodus 24:12 (JND) [12] And Jehovah said to Moses, Come up to me into the mountain, and be there; and I will give thee the tables of stone, and the law, and the commandment that I have written, for their instruction.



WHAT GOD IS DOING AND COMPLETING

Robert Gray 

Daniel 9: 17–19, 23 

As we face up to moral exercises and the matters that come up from week to week in our individual lives, and as together, the Lord would speak to us, and He would help us to face up to these things and to complete them. He has in mind in His dealings with us that we should be free for His service. That is what we are here for. You say we come here with our needs. Yes, we do we have exercises, and I am not setting that aside at all, for these exercises come from Him. He sends them to the end that we might be strengthened in our faith, and formed by the Spirit through our dealings with divine Persons. But what is in mind is that we should be free for His service. “Let my son go”, the word was to Pharaoh, “that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 23. 

Now Daniel was one such. I believe he was a man who faced moral exercises and kept short accounts. His windows were opened towards Jerusalem, and he prayed three times a day in relation to God’s thoughts. It was mentioned in prayer at the beginning as to the Lord that He loved His own who were in the world and loved them to the end (John 13: 1). We can be restful and confident in the sense that God will see through what He has set on. Scriptures are abundantly plain on that subject. It also says, “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians 1: 6. The simple impression on my spirit in regard of this section is that God is going to complete matters, but He is looking for faithful persons who will be with Him in the completion of what He is doing. We are at the end of the dispensation. We are not in Pauline days nor are we in the Dark Ages when Christianity seemed to be almost overwhelmed. No, we are at the time of the end and, I believe, refinement is going on. Some of the exercises that the saints are carrying in their bodies and in their minds are severe. And what we have had in the previous words, I believe, would stabilize us and steady us in the light of what God is doing in the saints. Now what is in mind is that we should be with God intelligently in what He is doing at the end, because this is where we are. 

And so Daniel is praying and he is not forgetting—the whole chapter stands together—he is not forgetting Israel’s history, he is very plain and explicit about the shortcomings. And so we should be as to the history of the testimony. But I would plead for this. Do not let the history of failure—which is undoubted and must be taken account of—do not let that swamp in our minds and spirits the thought of what God is doing, and will complete, in you and in me, and in everyone who loves the Lord. What He would look for is that we should be intelligent. We should be with Him in what He is doing because it greatly facilitates His work. You may say God can do anything. So He can. But we must not forget the scripture that says as to the Lord, “he did not there many works of power, because of their unbelief”, Matthew 13: 58. He could have done whatever He willed, but He chose to work within the limits of what was there. I believe this is a principle with divine Persons. 

Daniel then is praying. “We do not present our supplications before thee because of our righteousnesses, but because of thy manifold mercies”. This is an intercessor at work. This is a man who was interceding on behalf of Israel. And this, I believe, is part of what should be our service in prayer, as interceding. Maybe private prayer, or more so perhaps than public, but in any case we would carry on this intercessory line of things. And what he says is interesting. “Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, hearken and do!” You might say, What was he asking the Lord to do? Jerusalem was in ruins. The house was a ruin. The service of God had ceased. What was he asking God to do? Well, he says, “Lord, hearken and do! defer not, for thine own sake, O my God! for thy city and thy people are called by thy name”. This was a man of faith who had God’s thoughts in his heart, and had not given up one of them. And he was appealing to God to bring into function again, we may say, these thoughts of His at the divine level, not at some lesser level. We know that his prayer was answered. Ezra and Nehemiah would tell us that—Daniel was praying here in the light of Jeremiah’s prophecy as to seventy years. 

Well, he says, “Lord, hearken and do! defer not, for thine own sake.” Do you think that God was pleased with that? I am sure He was. I am certain that God was pleased that here was one who was carrying God’s thoughts. Whatever it cost, he was carrying God’s thoughts in his heart and he was appealing to God. Really, we can see something here of the Spirit of Christ in this man as he spoke to his God. “And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin”, he is given the impression that God is still working. He is not leaving us without a word. He would assure us that He is still in control. He has given us, already this evening, the sense of this. Daniel, in appealing to God, is given the sense that God is working. And He has His thoughts still fully in view. Then it says in verse 23, “At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare it; for thou art one greatly beloved”. What a word of approval! Well, I would raise this question. Do we have the consciousness, not only that divine Persons approve of us, but that we are loved? We sometimes sing, 

‘Now that changeless love enfolds us, 

All its wealth on us bestows’. (Hymn 2) 

That is you and me, and that comes to us by way of strengthening and power, that we might go on and be with God in what He is doing at the end of this dispensation. 

I trust these few words will help. It goes on to say, “Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision”. Brethren, we are not intended to go on blindly. It is intended that we go on obediently. We cannot always see how things are going to work out, but I believe the Lord would have us to go on dependently, subject and confidently, in the sense that God has things in control and will complete them to His own glory. Perhaps that is enough to convey the thought. I trust we may be encouraged. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
16 August 2011

 


Scripture references

Daniel 9:17-23 (JND) [17] And now, our God, hearken to the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. [18] Incline thine ear, O my God, and hear; open thine eyes and behold our desolations, and the city that is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee because of our righteousnesses, but because of thy manifold mercies. [19] Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, hearken and do! defer not, for thine own sake, O my God! for thy city and thy people are called by thy name. [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed [me], and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding. [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

Matthew 13:58 (JND) [58] And he did not there many works of power, because of their unbelief.



EXTRACTS

I believe the very circumstances through which a Christian is called to pass, and the relationships in which he is set, are all parts of God’s discipline to make him practically pleasing to Himself. I am not sent here to be prosperous in the world. It is all a question of the will of God. I am here for that, and I recognise it. I would not care to lift my finger to gain a worldly advantage, simply because I know I am here for God’s will. I would not employ a patron to gain an advantage for me, because I am here for God’s will, and in the circumstances most suitable for it. I am here to yield my body an instrument for God’s service, that in my body His will may be expressed. I bring His will into everything. I would not push my business. I am there, and I fulfil it diligently; I bring God’s will into it, and I am happy, and my spirit is quiet and at rest because I am conscious of being in the place of God’s will. People fret against their circumstances sometimes, and wish to change them, and they do not better them. They do not find themselves in a better position for themselves or God’s people. I do not think people ought to be in a hurry to change their circumstances, or to change their location. I am here, not to have any part in the lawlessness all around, but to bring the heavenly principle into every detail of life down here. Whether ye eat or drink, or “whatsoever ye do, ... do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him”. The question with me is not—Is there any harm in this or that? I am here in this world for the will of God; I take up even the relative duties of life in the same way. I bring the heavenly colour into all the details of life down here; but the one thing that enables me to do it is the consciousness by the Spirit of God that I am heavenly by the work of God. I realise that, in faith, and bring the colour of it into the things down here. I do the same things an unconverted man would do. He has his natural ties, so have I; he has his business; I have my business; but he acts on human principles of prudence; I bring the heavenly principle into the lowest details. I believe 

that is the antidote to what I may call the dreadful principle of lawlessness that is rampant in the world. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 13, pp.113,114) 

This is a most important chapter. I know of no chapter more so, in view of the condition of things around us. That we have to do with demons is a very solemn consideration, so that we must prove the spirits. Even though we may have the fullest confidence in a person we must prove what he says—it is the greatest mistake to swallow down everything a man says. The Bereans were commended for searching the Scriptures to see if the things said by Paul were so (Acts 17). By doing this you show that you value what is of God, and He commends this. In Isaiah 8: 20 we have, “To the law and to the testimony—if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them”. We must test everything by the word, and discern thus whether the thing is right or wrong. Ministry which is of God should be received heartily for it is “worthy of all acceptation”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. According to this chapter we have the means of knowing what is of God—“Hereby ye know the Spirit of God—every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God—and this is that power of the antichrist”. 

Ques. What is it to confess Jesus Christ come in flesh? 

JT  It involves that He is a real Man, but above all a divine Person. He was not merely a super-man, as many say today. He existed before as God, but He “became flesh”. It says that He is come—it was His own personal doing. No mere man however exalted, could do that. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 31, p.260)
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Scripture references

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Isaiah 8:20 (JND) [20] To the law and the testimony! If they speak not according to this word, for them there is no daybreak.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.
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