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REGULATION

W. Dickson 

1 Corinthians 14: 37–40; John 13: 34, 35; Deuteronomy 27: 1–8 

One has been thinking a little, beloved brethren, of the importance of being divinely regulated, a matter to which testimony is borne constantly. The celestial system creatorially is the setting forth of the principle of regulation. The seasons, summer, winter, autumn, spring, and day and night, are all regulated. That being so in a creatorial sense, it is very important that this principle should enter into our personal lives and also our assembly lives. 

The pattern of our gatherings has in a sense been divinely regulated. The Supper, the reading, the preaching and the universal practice of the prayer meeting on the Monday night, and other meetings as they follow, show that divine guidance has regulated the economy of the assembly. It would be a matter of exercise that that regulated economy should continue amongst us, because even in ordinary matters an unregulated life does not bring forth much in the way of results. Men and women achieve results in ordinary matters of life because they regulate their lives, so the assembly is a place of divine regulation. 

In that connection I wanted to speak of the use of the word “commandment” in these passages, as to how we are regulated by the Lord’s word, because if we take Paul’s instruction to the Corinthian saints there is no doubt that the chaos which has come into Christendom is because, in professedly adhering to Christian truth, men have dispensed 

with the regulation of Paul’s ministry. Man has refused to accept the regulation which comes from the Lord’s commandment and thus chaos and disorder have come in. So it says, “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment”. How important that is, beloved brethren, in a time when, as in Judges, “every man did what was right in his own eyes”, Judges 17: 6. We need not have any difficulty in knowing the right course for a Christian at all times because the Scriptures help and guide us. The Lord’s commandment is very definite in the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, very definite. As we go through these various chapters in the Corinthian epistle we would learn by the Spirit for ourselves how to be regulated in our practice and in our thoughts by Paul’s commandments. The recognition of the Lord’s commandment is a test as to whether we are spiritual. It is asserted often that we are not in a legal system, which of course is true, but the Lord’s commandment given by Paul must regulate us in our assembly lives. When that is in any way dispensed with there is not the cohesion that is proper to the Christian assembly. There is not the compactness and the working together which results from being regulated by the Lord’s commandment. 

Now in John’s gospel chapter 13, after the Lord had washed the disciples’ feet and Judas had gone out, the Lord speaks of this new commandment—“A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. The force of that, I hardly need to tell my brethren, is that Christianity involves what is morally superior to the old dispensation, that we love one another as Christ has loved us. When Christianity comes in, this “new commandment” “that ye love one another” is brought in. We should be exercised to be regulated by that divine standard “as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. I test myself with that scripture very much. While I look round the company, I say, ‘Surely I love that brother; I am sure I love that sister’. But as to whether I love them in the degree in which the Lord has loved me is quite a challenge. 

You might enquire. Where do you get the portrayal of the extent of the Lord’s love, so that you can measure your answer to the challenge? That would be an interesting enquiry, but I think, beloved brethren, it is that the Lord Jesus laid down His life for His own. In our time that does not necessarily mean martyrdom, but the measure of our love for one another is the measure in which we are prepared by the grace of God to lay down our life for the brethren. 

And that, of course, involves regulating our lives. We should regulate our lives so that there is some time left in the day to pray for the brethren. It may be that something legitimate has got to be laid aside for this exercise of praying for and serving the brethren. Regulation may involve sacrifice. 

Now I really wanted to come to Deuteronomy 27 because it was on my mind on Lord’s day after the reading on chapter 26. I would say in passing that chapter 27 of Deuteronomy is one of the most important chapters in the Pentateuch, both in its interpretation and in its application. I would exhort brethren who desire to understand the ways of God to look at the help that is available in ministry in regard to this chapter. In Deuteronomy 26 we have the unfolding of the great thoughts of divine purpose as we spoke of them on the Lord’s day. 

“And Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the commandment which I command you this day. And it shall be on the day when ye pass over the Jordan unto the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt 

set thee up great stones, and plaster them with plaster”. What that means, beloved brethren, is that in Deuteronomy 26 God gives us light as to His great thoughts, but what He is saying in chapter 27 is that the realisation of them is only as the saints are developed in divine formation. The great stones represent the work of God in a believer. 

Then it says, “plaster them with plaster”. The purpose of the plaster is that the surface of the stones is impressionable so that the writing can take place. That is quite a challenge. The Spirit of God speaks expressly, as our brother said in prayer. Is the plaster with us that can be written upon, so that an indelible impression is left as to what the Lord is saying at all times? 

This was no part of the ten commandments. Moses and the elders are telling the people that they have the great privilege of entering into the service of God. But it has to be accompanied by a testimony to the work of God and a readiness to be impressed with what the will of God is in divine things. So they set up these stones on mount Ebal and plastered them with plaster. 

Now mount Ebal was the mountain of the curse. What it means for us in Christianity is that the Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour, bore the curse. He bore the full load of divine judgment in order that the work of God might flourish. Thus on this mountain of the curse it was possible to offer up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings. 

Now it says an interesting thing in verse 5, “thou shalt not lift up an iron tool upon them” 

(these stones). Beloved brethren, we have to be careful not to lift up an iron tool. In other words, we want to be delivered from any tendency to alter things to suit ourselves. That is the force of the iron tool. In the first epistle to the Corinthians Paul warns persons against lifting up an iron tool, altering the Lord’s commandment to suit 

themselves. The Galatians lifted up an iron tool to suit themselves. So if we are to have the altar and the great stones there, a testimony to the work of God, and the burnt-offerings going up in service, and the peace-offering speaking of the holy fellowship that is to mark the saints, we have to see that the Lord’s commandment through Paul comes to us without interference, without any iron tool being put upon it. Otherwise we will not come into all the blessings which are ours consequent upon the death of Christ. I say these things so that we can be increasingly exercised as to how the Lord would have us in these days. The question is constantly asked with us at home, ‘What is the answer to the present situation?’ It comes up nearly every time we are together, ‘What is the answer to the present situation?’ I would commend it to the brethren that the answer to the current situation is that all of us, individually and collectively, are to be regulated by the truth, by the Lord’s commandment. 

We should refrain from lifting up an iron tool to bring in our own modifications as to the truth and its practical application. May we be helped. Regulation is a fine principle and the Lord desires our blessing in suggesting it to us by the Spirit. 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:37-40 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment. [38] But if any be ignorant, let him be ignorant. [39] So that, brethren, desire to prophesy, and do not forbid the speaking with tongues. [40] But let all things be done comelily and with order.

John 13:34-35 (JND) [34] A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

Deuteronomy 27:1-8 (JND) [1] And Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the commandment which I command you this day. [2] And it shall be on the day when ye pass over the Jordan unto the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaster them with plaster: [3] and thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou goest over that thou mayest enter into the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, as Jehovah the God of thy fathers hath promised thee. [4] And it shall be when ye go over the Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, as I command you this day, on mount Ebal, and thou shalt plaster them with plaster. [5] And there shalt thou build an altar to Jehovah thy God, an altar of stones; thou shalt not lift up an iron [tool] upon them; [6] of whole stones shalt thou build the altar of Jehovah thy God; and thou shalt offer up burnt-offerings thereon to Jehovah thy God. [7] And thou shalt sacrifice peace-offerings, and shalt eat there, and rejoice before Jehovah thy God. [8] And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly.

Judges 17:6 (JND) [6] In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.

Deuteronomy 27 (JND) [1] And Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the commandment which I command you this day. [2] And it shall be on the day when ye pass over the Jordan unto the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaster them with plaster: [3] and thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou goest over that thou mayest enter into the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, as Jehovah the God of thy fathers hath promised thee. …

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …



PEACE

C. F. Dadd 

Luke 10: 2–6; Romans 14: 19; John 16: 33 

I have been thinking a little today, beloved brethren, of this expression that the Lord uses in Luke 10: 6, “a son of peace”. The Lord here is in the act of sending out His servants, sending them out two and two. Not the twelve this time, but seventy others. We are in a time when the Lord 

is still sending out His servants. The harvest is great but the workmen few. Therefore I feel, beloved, we should be very concerned about the workman, and whether we could qualify to be one of the Lord’s workmen. And as they go out they are to be regulated. I think what has come to us already in this occasion is something of extreme import. That is, that we ourselves are prepared to be regulated, regulated by the word of God as it has come in, as our brother has reminded us. God’s people are all to be regulated. The Lord was regulated. We speak guardedly, but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, as coming into the place of a Servant, was regulated by what He received from God, what came in from heaven. 

I believe, beloved, that this is something we need to consider seriously, not only from the viewpoint of service, but from the viewpoint of every area in our lives, that we are prepared for the great thought and principle of regulation. We speak about the principles that govern the house of God, we speak about the law of the house, and it has come to us, it has been given by God. And whatever the law of the house is, whatever the principles may be that govern the house of God, we should be prepared to be regulated by them. I think this idea of lifting up a steel tool is a very, very apropos application in what our brother has had to say, because it might be only in small areas of our lives that we reserve the right to do what we think, and as we do that we will find that this will spread and it will not be confined to so-called small areas of our lives. 

So these men go out as under the direction of Christ and they come to a place and “into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace to this house”. I believe, beloved brethren, where persons are peaceful they are finding regulation from the word of God. 

We will find unrest in our own hearts if we are kicking against the goads. I believe the absolute satisfaction of Christ was that He fully committed Himself to the will of God. He regulated Himself by the things He heard the Father saying and the things that He saw the Father doing. This was how the regulation in the life of Christ came in, that life of perfection. 

So, beloved, let us think about what we have heard, what has come to us. This son of peace, I believe, would be one characteristically taking character from the God of peace. He is a son of peace, he is the kind of man that would pursue the things which tend to peace, which is what Paul speaks about in his epistle to the Romans. “So then let us pursue the things which tend to peace, the things whereby one shall build up another”. What a holy atmosphere would be introduced! The currency of the locality would be that we are pursuing the things that tend to peace. We have seen the opposite, but now, as coming under the direction of God and the direction of the word of God, we are persons who are characterized by being sons of peace, and we are pursuing the things that tend to peace. It would introduce an atmosphere and a relationship into the locality in which things can be built, “the things whereby one shall build up another”. That is fine, is it not?—one building up another. How am I going to build up my brethren if I myself am not marked by the principle of regulation and am not pursuing the things that tend to peace? How then can I build up my brethren? But Paul says, “things whereby one shall build up another”. 

So that as the Lord comes to the latter part of John’s gospel He says to His own, “These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace”. Now it is not a question here of pursuing peace, but that we are arriving at something that we have derived from Christ. It is really His 

peace. He says earlier, “I leave peace with you; I give my peace to you—not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear”. We are getting through as understanding the purposes of God and being affected morally by them. We are getting through to the enjoyment of peace that really comes in from Christ, not something we pursue. I think it is the product of our knowledge and understanding of the Person, our nearness to Christ, which, needless to say, relates to our link with the Spirit of God. If there is to be nearness to Christ experienced and enjoyed by us, it must be as we promote our link with the blessed Spirit, of whom the Lord has spoken so extensively in this gospel. So it becomes characteristic of the persons that the Lord is taking up and John is dealing with and working with in this book. So later on He says to the Father, “The men whom thou hast given me out of the world”. These are men that would be characterized by these features that we have been speaking about—regulation and the characteristic outlook of peace and rest in our localities which would tend to build, and not have a tendency to alienate or tear down. It would build what is of God. 

Well, beloved, may we all be encouraged and edified by what the Lord has brought us tonight, for His name’s sake. 

Words at meeting for ministry, Plainfield, N.J.
2 September 1986




Scripture references

Luke 10:2-6 (JND) [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. [4] Carry neither purse nor scrip nor sandals, and salute no one on the way. [5] And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace to this house. [6] And if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it; but if not it shall turn to you again.

Romans 14:19 (JND) [19] So then let us pursue the things which tend to peace, and things whereby one shall build up another.

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

Luke 10:6 (JND) [6] And if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it; but if not it shall turn to you again.



SPIRITUAL HEALTH






N. T. Meek 

3 John 1–4; Exodus 15: 22–27 

I would like to say something, dear brethren, as to being in good health, especially spiritually, though one would not wish to exclude what we speak of as physical health, because the apostle John desired that the beloved Gaius should be in health, in physical health. When he heard news of him I suppose he would say, ‘Is he well?’—not in the kind of perfunctory way that we tend to drop into, but genuinely glad to know whether he was well, free of pain, able to eat and sleep and get about and get out to the meetings. It would mean something to John; he is one of the most spiritual men in the Scriptures, but no spiritual man is unnatural. I hope we understand that; the more spiritual a man is the more rightly natural he is, and practical too. So we have not got to think, any of us, that you cannot be both spiritual and natural, if you understand what I mean. Sometimes we speak of the natural in a derogatory sense, and it can have that sense, but it can also have a right sense. When we were born we were natural; we were not born spiritual, we were born natural, all of us. When we were babies that is all we were, natural. It was not wrong; it is just the condition. It takes us a little time to get spiritual, but that is better; it is better to be beautiful spiritually than it is to be beautiful naturally. 

That is why, I think, God tells us the names of Job’s daughters after all his exercises and discipline were over. Job’s second family, we have been taught, was a spiritual family. We grow up under our parents’ eyes and initially we are natural. But sooner or later some spiritual features begin to appear. I suppose our mothers rejoiced when they held us in their arms for the first time; that is right; that is natural; father looked over her shoulder, wondering at the miracle of it, the wonder of it; it was a creatorially natural situation, and our parents rejoiced, and rightly so. But there came a time when something that was not natural began to show itself, and that is what meetings like these are intended to foster. No one is going to deny you a walk along the Naze this afternoon, but that will be just physical, you understand that; the greater thing is what is spiritual. 

John is not impractical, he says, “I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers”. He had heard about Gaius evidently, not only that he was relatively free of aches and pains, but that he was prospering in his soul, and that was the best news of all, for he says, “I have no greater joy than these things”—to hear that the saints were prospering in their souls. Nehemiah is another one who asked about the saints, how they were getting on, how Jerusalem was faring. The news was not too good and made him sad. I would say this very simply, that the saints are always glad when there is evidence that you are prospering. Perhaps you had just begun to preach and you got on all right, and then the next time you still got on all right, and the third time it was better still. That is Mark’s gospel; that is the preacher’s gospel; that is how it should be. In Mark 4 the result from the sowing is thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold. If you get better like that you will find that the brethren will come out and hear you—‘He was quite good last time and this time perhaps he will be still better’. I suppose there is a limit to this and every one of us who preaches or seeks to serve the saints in any way finds that sometimes we get a check and it was not so good; you did not get on too well, and you felt very deflated, and that is good for you; perhaps next time you will be back in form, in spiritual form. You do not recover without exercise and you do not do it without displacement. 

So here we have John writing to Gaius; he wants him to be in health. That is the desire of every right-minded believer; he wants his fellow-believers to be in good health, spiritually especially, but physically too so that they can serve the saints, get to the meetings and be free of too much pain, too much trouble. Dear brethren, as we get older we get more sympathetic with one another. When you are young you are not so sympathetic, not characteristically. You always think the old people pile the agony on, do you not? There is a little story I could tell you about an old sister. A brother spoke to her and said, ‘How are you. Mrs P?’ She replied, ‘I have got this rheumatism behind my eyes, and an ache in my leg, and a pain in my back’. ‘Ah’, he said, ‘Mrs P., seventy years of His mercy!’ 

Mrs P. was not so sure about that! I hope it is so that we get more sympathetic as we get older, more feeling for one another. When someone is suffering you feel it with them in measure; perhaps that is one reason why the Lord has never exonerated the saints from physical limitation. It is partly to make us sympathetic with all men. One thing we had to learn in the war was that we were not immune from the troubles that afflicted the nations; falling bombs made no discrimination. We may have thought they would, but they fell on believer and on unbeliever; they took believer as well as unbeliever. A solemn thing it was, a solemn time to be in, because no one knew and no one had any real protection; you just had to commit yourself to God and to His will. We still have to come to that in many ways, and although you do all you prudently can, in the final resort you have to commit yourself to God and to His will. 

I think you have got that really in the scripture in Exodus where typically we get this company of young saints having just got free of the world, and they are treading the wilderness. God 

was teaching them too; He taught Ephraim to walk; I suppose that was in the wilderness. He was gently taking them. He was very careful, very tender, with them, but they were not to escape the tests. We would be very doubtful material if we were never tested! Now one way of making a metal stronger is to put it under a tensile test. You take a piece of mild steel and you strain it, it reaches a certain value and you relax it; you find the next time you strain it it will go a bit further, it will sustain more load. That strain has actually strengthened it; although it was so onerous at the time, it actually strengthened it. God does that with us. He strains us, puts us under tension and pressure. Of course, nothing is going to break in heaven, no saint is going to break there. You may say the tension will be off. Well, I suppose it will be, but the tension that was down here will show its superlative result—it works for us. Paul says, “in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”, 2 Corinthians 4: 17. 

Well, these young brethren face this test, they face the wilderness, and first they found no water. Then they came to where there was some water, and—Oh, what a disappointment!—they could not drink it, it was bitter! It is like a circumstance that comes upon us and it is bitter; perhaps something you have set your mind on, but everything seems to go awry and finally the whole thing grinds to a halt. The experience is bitter. What are we going to do, dear brethren, when these things happen? What sort of tone will they disclose in us? What sort of state of health? Do we break down? God tests us; He stretches us, but He does not break us. It was a bitter experience; they did want some water, they really did want some water, and it was bitter. Moses cried to God, and God showed him wood. What does that mean? It means in principle He showed him Christ, “and he 

cast it into the waters”. Think of that. Christ being cast into the waters. There was no will in Jesus that resisted God’s will. He had a will, but it never resisted God’s will, whereas mine does. It is one of the things that we have to learn, one of the things that we have to face, that our wills often resist God’s will. My blessing lies in my submitting myself to His will. That is really what you get here, is it not? The wood was cast into the waters “and the waters became sweet”. I suppose it was literally a miracle, but what it teaches, the moral import of it, has been proved by saints of every generation, that if you can find Christ in the circumstance, what was bitter will become sweet. Dear brethren, and especially dear young ones, I am not speaking poetically, it is the truth, and if you can bring Christ into that circumstance that seems so bitter, you will find it will become sweet, you will be able to bear it. 

So God leads them on gently, and He says to them, ‘If you will listen to My voice, then I will do something wonderful for you’; and it really is wonderful. He says, “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah thy God, and do what is right in his eyes, and incline thine ears to his commandments, and keep all his statues, I will put none of the complaints upon thee that I have put upon the Egyptians”. What a promise! never to have an Egyptian illness, never to get the complaints that the world gets. What are these complaints? Ambition is one, independence would be another, rivalry would be another one. Egypt’s illnesses are moral. Of course they are physical too. I suppose we have all heard about this dreadful thing called Aids, and it should sober us, because it is one of the physical illnesses of Egypt, and I have no doubt Paul is referring to something like that when he speaks in chapter 1 of Romans about persons receiving “in themselves the 

recompense of their error which was fit” (Romans 1: 27). 

Well, I did not want to speak about that. I wanted to touch just briefly upon these moral complaints that we as Christians should be free of. We have mentioned three of them, ambition, independence and rivalry. They are current diseases in the world and cause a lot of trouble. What, dear believer, is your driving force? Is it ambition to get on in the world? What good will that do you? What if you gain the whole world and lose your soul? ‘Ah’, you say, 

‘I do not want to gain the whole world, just a little part of it’. In principle it is the same, and the result will be dissatisfaction. “Having sustenance and covering”, says Paul, “we will be content with these. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare”, 1 

Timothy 6: 8, 9. How often we have seen it! 

Another Egyptian complaint is a very sore one—the imitation of the fashions of the world. 

There are those here who have lived long enough to have seen how fashions go in cycles. 

They come and go; how vain and empty they are! It is a sorrow to see a child of God, a lover of Jesus, being a slavish follower of the whims of fashion. “The fashion of this world passes”, 1 Corinthians 7: 31. How true the scripture is! Are my garments and bearing compatible with a heavenly calling? We should, dear brethren, soberly face these things; is my motive really to please the Lord? 

One does not care to speak at length about these Egyptian complaints, but a time comes when a person must ‘deliver his soul’ (Ezekiel 3: 16–21). I touch on one further matter only and that is wedding occasions. The arrangements and attire at some of these are getting perilously close to the world. Do we really want them so to be? Some features even offend common sense, but the greater sorrow is in the 

weakening of the testimony of a despised and absent Lord. Can we not set the Lord before us—is not “everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed”, to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus? (Colossians 3: 17). 

Beloved, I would like to appeal to our affections. As Israel were leaving Egypt for that very good land, so are we soon going actually to go out of this world to enter that one which is so infinitely blest. May we be taking the moral journey now and be among those who are counted worthy “to stand before the Son of man”, Luke 21: 36. ‘Nothing’, the poet said, ‘will make up if His ‘Well done’ be missed’. 

I am conscious that I have not touched on every matter that could be cited, but may the Lord help us soberly to consider our position and seek help to keep free of Egypt’s complaints, for His name’s sake. 

Substance of an address at Walton-on-the-Naze
25 October 1986 

 


Scripture references

3 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth.

Exodus 15:22-27 (JND) [22] And Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. [23] And they came to Marah, and could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah. [24] And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them. [26] And he said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah thy God, and do what is right in his eyes, and incline thine ears to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the complaints upon thee that I have put upon the Egyptians; for I am Jehovah who healeth thee. [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

Mark 4 (JND) [1] And again he began to teach by the sea. And a great crowd was gathered together to him, so that going on board ship he sat in the sea, and all the crowd were close to the sea on the land. [2] And he taught them many things in parables. And he said to them in his doctrine, [3] Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to sow. …

2 Corinthians 4:17 (JND) [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory;

Romans 1:27 (JND) [27] and in like manner the males also, leaving the natural use of the female, were inflamed in their lust towards one another; males with males working shame, and receiving in themselves the recompense of their error which was fit.

1 Corinthians 7:31 (JND) [31] and they that use the world, as not disposing of it as their own; for the fashion of this world passes.

Ezekiel 3:16-21 (JND) [16] And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, [17] Son of man, I have appointed thee a watchman unto the house of Israel, and thou shalt hear the word from my mouth, and give them warning from me. [18] When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt certainly die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, that he may live: the same wicked [man] shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy hand. [19] But if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. [20] And when a righteous [man] doth turn from his righteousness, and do what is wrong, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die; because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous acts which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thy hand. [21] And if thou warn the righteous [man], that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall certainly live, for he hath taken warning; and thou hast delivered thy soul.

Colossians 3:17 (JND) [17] And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, [do] all things in [the] name of [the] Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him.

Luke 21:36 (JND) [36] Watch therefore, praying at every season, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things which are about to come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.



VITAL DECISIONS

K. Clark 

John 19: 12–16; Matthew 26: 14–16; Luke 10: 38–42; 

Hebrews 11: 24–26; Philippians 3: 7, 8 

These five different scriptures that we have read, beloved, bring before us persons who were very different personalities and lived in different periods of time, but there was one feature common to them all—they were all faced with a situation where they had to make a choice. 

In each instance that choice related to the Person of Christ. You may say, That is the gospel. 

Well, I am sure the gospel would be included in it. Every lover of the Lord could say that the day that he or she embraced the gospel, the day that we accepted the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, we made a choice. And that is a day we never want to forget. There is an old hymn we sometimes sing— 

‘Oh happy day that fixed my choice 

On Thee, my Saviour and my God!’ 

I am thinking particularly of our dear younger brethren, because we are living in a world that is very wicked, increasingly so. The decline is very rapid. Every standard is being lowered, but I am sure that is no basis for any one of us ever to lower the standard, because God’s standard has never altered and never will. It stands on the immutable basis of the death of Christ. It was a fine day in our histories when we came to know the Lord Jesus and when we made that choice. Perhaps your heart burned more brightly then than it has since. I trust everyone in this room has made that choice, because it is of all-importance that you accept the Lord Jesus. God is presenting Him in the glad tidings as a Saviour for guilty and needy sinners and it is incumbent on every one of us to accept the Lord Jesus, to make that choice. 

But I do not think it is ever intended that that day should be the brightest day in our lives, because the Christian’s pathway is to go on and brighten until the day be fully come (Proverbs 4: 18). Every day in our sojourn here should be increasingly bright, increasingly happy. And what we shall find in our experiences is that we are faced with situations where we have to make a choice. Which way am I going to go? What am I going to do? I could be speaking to someone today who is at the cross-roads; you do not know what to do; you do not know where to go. I would say, Go to the Lord. Go into the presence of God; frequent your closet; know what it is to be alone with God. That is a wonderful experience to have, to get alone with God. You will get your direction there in the presence of God. 

Then your parents will help you. Thank God for godly parents! We need to seek their counsel and advice. The older ones amongst us also have years of wealth and accumulated experience. Let us draw on that. There is counsel, advice, wisdom, and guidance available to help us in the choices that we have to make. 

We read of Pilate first. Think of him standing there, that Roman governor, with the One before him upon whose shoulder presently the whole government is going to rest. Pilate was faced with having to make a choice as to which man he was going to release. He was almost persuaded for in John 19: 12 it says, “From this time Pilate sought to release him”. It reminds you of Agrippa, “in a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian”, Acts 26: 28. How could Pilate find a fault in Jesus? How could he find a blemish in that Man? There was never a spot, never a blemish in Jesus. He was absolutely pure, and there He was at the bar of Pilate, and Pilate is faced with a choice. Then the word comes, If you release Him you will not be a friend of Caesar’s. Well. Pilate is susceptible to influence, and possibly if we are honest we shall find we are more susceptible to wrong influences than to right influences, by reason of what we are according to the first man. From that moment it appears that Pilate lost ground. He made a dreadful choice, and maybe we can learn something by looking at Pilate as one who chose wrongly. 

James says, “friendship with the world is enmity with God. Whoever therefore is minded to be the friend of the world is constituted enemy of God”, James 4: 4. Such words, so solemn, should pull us up and make us think. Friendship with the world is enmity with God. The weight of Caesar’s friendship was bearing in upon Pilate and it became of more value to him than the spotless purity of Jesus. That was the choice which faced him—Jesus, or the friendship of the world. We know only too well what the result of this was; he delivered Jesus up to them that He might be crucified. Pilate made a dreadful choice. Let us learn from that fatal mistake. Whatever the influence brought to bear upon us may be, let us weigh things up honestly and soberly in the divine presence, and get our guidance, get our bearings, there; then our choice will always be in favour of Christ. 

We read of Judas in Matthew’s gospel; one of the most solemn cases in Scripture was the choice that Judas made. He delivered up the Lord Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. That same spirit can be found in the heart of each one of us. Every one of us here is capable of such treacherous activities. Think of the words that Judas would so often have heard the Lord Jesus speak; he knew what it was to be in His company, then this crisis arises and for thirty pieces of silver Judas is prepared to betray the Lord Jesus. Christ was not worth as much to him as thirty pieces of silver. Paul says in writing to Timothy that the love of money is the root of every evil (1 Timothy 6: 10). He says, “which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows”. How sad a thing to wander from the faith! I trust none of us are minded to wander away. Think of the children of Israel in those forty years in the wilderness, a journey that should only have taken a short period, forty years spent just wandering. What sorrows they brought on themselves, and what sorrows we are capable of bringing on ourselves if 

we just wander away, and it can be because of the love of money. I am sure this is a word for those of us who are a little older. The world of commerce can so easily appeal to us and entice us away. As we go out into our business professions or occupations we can easily be ensnared in that insidious trap of the enemy. Let us keep in fidelity to Christ. 

Judas weighed this situation over and the money was of more value to him than Christ. Some of us were saying the other day you could never measure any ordinary human life in terms of money. But here was Jesus, the Creator of the universe, and for thirty pieces of silver Judas was prepared to betray Him. How sobering that is, beloved brethren, and such capabilities are in the reach of any one of us. The awful results are well known. Judas proceeded with his mission and betrayed the Lord Jesus. How the Lord felt it! How He feels any step of departure and decline. He said prophetically, Had it been an enemy then could I have borne it, “But it was thou ... my familiar friend”, Psalm 55: 12, 13. 

We may think now of positive cases of persons who chose aright. We read in Luke 10 that the Lord Jesus entered into this house and Martha and Mary were there. Martha was very busily occupied, careful and troubled about many things. Someone once said she was so busy she did not have time to make a choice. She did receive the Lord into her house, and that is something very commendable, to use our houses thus. But I am sure that the Lord Jesus, whilst He wants our houses, more than that wants our ear, our undivided attention, and He is worthy of it. Mary was aware of that. Mary, He says, had chosen the good part. What was the good part? Just to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to His word. She was not occupied with all the 

legitimate things, the needful things. There is many a thing that is legitimate and right in its place, and whilst in one sense there was nothing wrong with what Martha was doing, the Lord was there, and His word was there, and the place for Martha was to be along with Mary at the feet of Jesus. 

I would say this to every one of us here—the place for you and me to be is at the feet of Jesus listening to His word. Oh let us choose that way today! You will rejoice for ever that you have made that choice. You do not know what disclosure, what impression, you might receive, but I can assure you of this, that, whatever it is, you will not be disappointed. You will get more than you ever reckoned on as you sit at Jesus’ feet, unaffected by what may be around, the troubles and cares maybe, just restful at Jesus’ feet and listening to His word. Oh, choose that way today! It is worth the while for each one of us just to be complacently and restfully at Jesus’ feet. Mary would be a very valuable sister in Bethany. Oh for more Marys amongst us, persons of her qualities. What a sister she would be in Bethany, or in any of our localities. Such persons are just prepared to listen to the Lord’s word. They would be at every meeting. They would love to be there. Why? Because the Lord’s word would be there. How worthwhile it is to have opened ears to hear the words of Jesus. We get joy and compensation that nothing in this world can ever compare with. 

We have read of Moses in Hebrews 11. Whilst he lived many years before Christ, it says that he esteemed the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. He chose rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin. Oh, the pleasures of sin are so temporary! There is no 

permanency in anything in this world, but there is permanency in the work of God in your soul and mine. That is what is going to go through. Despite all the intrusions that the enemy may make, despite all his attacks to turn you to the right hand or to the left, the work of God will go through. May we be marked by the features seen in Moses. They will go through. It says, “By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharoah’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin”. We are not promised an easy way. The Christian’s way, whilst it is an infinitely blessed and happy way, is a suffering way. That is what it says here—“to suffer affliction along with the people of God”. Well, let us be like that, and make such a choice. The people of God are just a poor and afflicted people but, beloved brethren, what wonderful results, what wonderful joy, can be wrought in your soul as you choose, as Moses did, that way, that out-of-the-world way, we might say, the way of the reproach of the Christ. 

He esteemed the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Egypt is full of treasures. Man with all his intellect and learning, man with all his scientific advancements, every feature of the world—that is Egypt. And the scripture speaks of them as 

“the treasures of Egypt”. But there is something superior to them, and that is the reproach of the Christ. Moses esteemed it, he chose it, in preference to all that Egypt at its best could offer. It was not the joys of Christ, it was not the love of Christ; it was the reproach of Christ. 

Moses made that choice, and how blessed and wonderful were the results! People might have thought he was mad in making such a choice when he had everything of Egypt’s treasures at his disposal. But who would 

doubt the wisdom of Moses’ choice when he appeared along with Christ on the holy mount. 

O, beloved, finally there will be a reward. That is what it says here—“he had respect to the recompense”. There will be a wonderful recompense for that pathway of suffering, the pathway of the reproach of Christ, and you will get a joy in your soul that nothing will take from you. 

We read finally of Paul in Philippians. He could have advanced a long way in this world’s things. He says, “as to circumcision, I received it the eighth day; of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee”. But then he weighs all that up, and it is good to weigh things up. Let each one of us be like that, weighing things over in view of making a choice that will be to God’s glory. Paul weighed these things over, and what does he do? counts them all to be filth, counts them all loss. What a fine choice that is! 

What a magnificent choice!—a choice with eternally blessed results. And he says, “But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”. That is the end to be reached, beloved, that we may gain Christ. It is worth while to choose that way, to choose that Man, to be prepared to discard whatever may seem advantageous to us, in view of gaining Christ. I am sure Paul never had any regrets about the choice he made. While God’s sovereignty comes into it, and we cannot overlook that, there is what is left to our own responsibility and Saul, who later became Paul, made this choice. 

Well, I would just like to make an appeal to each one of us. I cannot make your choice for you. I cannot decide for you. Whatever the problem may 

be, whatever the situation, we are all going to have to make choices and decisions all along the pathway; but let us go into the presence of God; let us count upon divine help; let us call upon divine resource in view of deciding aright. Your parents have prayed for you; the Lord has appealed to you again and again I am sure. Whatever your exercises, and we all have them, there is divine help available to give us guidance, to give us, wisdom in relation to the choice we should make. The Lord Jesus said, “What shall it profit a man if he gain .the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?”, Mark 8: 36. Do not let us be on the line of gaining the whole world, but in the presence of God, in the presence of the Lord Jesus, in the presence of the blessed Holy Spirit, let us call on the help that is available to us to make right choices so that we may be here for the praise of the glory of His grace, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address in Melbourne
15 February 1986 

 


Scripture references

John 19:12-16 (JND) [12] From this time Pilate sought to release him; but the Jews cried out saying, If thou releasest this [man], thou art not a friend to Caesar. Every one making himself a king speaks against Caesar. [13] Pilate therefore, having heard these words, led Jesus out and sat down upon [the] judgment-seat, at a place called Pavement, but in Hebrew Gabbatha; [14] (now it was [the] preparation of the passover; it was about the sixth hour;) and he says to the Jews, Behold your king! [15] But they cried out, Take [him] away, take [him] away, crucify him. Pilate says to them, Shall I crucify your king? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. [16] Then therefore he delivered him up to them, that he might be crucified; and they took Jesus and led him away.

Matthew 26:14-16 (JND) [14] Then one of the twelve, he who was called Judas Iscariote, went to the chief priests [15] and said, What are ye willing to give me, and *I* will deliver him up to you? And they appointed to him thirty pieces of silver. [16] And from that time he sought a good opportunity that he might deliver him up.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Hebrews 11:24-26 (JND) [24] By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharaoh's daughter; [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Philippians 3:7-8 (JND) [7] but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss. [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

John 19:12 (JND) [12] From this time Pilate sought to release him; but the Jews cried out saying, If thou releasest this [man], thou art not a friend to Caesar. Every one making himself a king speaks against Caesar.

Acts 26:28 (JND) [28] And Agrippa [said] to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian.

James 4:4 (JND) [4] Adulteresses, know ye not that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore is minded to be [the] friend of the world is constituted enemy of God.

1 Timothy 6:10 (JND) [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

Psalms 55:12-13 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him; [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Mark 8:36 (JND) [36] For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?



EXTRACT

Worship means that I have entirely done with myself; God alone is before me. There is no worship until God is the exclusive Object of the heart. I may only be sustained for a few minutes, but when I worship there is nothing present to my soul but God. That is power; there is nothing so powerful as worship. The creature filled with God is a creature filled with power. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Judges’, p.150)
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