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FOUR EXHORTATIONS


Psalm 37 1-11

This psalm is well known to the brethren, but I seek to draw upon it as ever conscious of the difficulties of the way, the temptations of the pathway, all that enters into our lives here as believers.  We live in a world in which Satan is walking to and fro (Job 1:7); that has not changed.  We live, in that sense, in a very dangerous place.  It is good that we are mindful of that, it is good that all of us, young and old, are aware of the intense activity of the enemy to turn us away from the things that we have been speaking of in the reading.  I do not wish to be negative, but it is good that we are aware of the character of the world in which we are.  One hymn writer says:

‘No home can we the place esteem

    Which served our Saviour thus.’      (Hymn 150)

I trust no-one here is trying to settle down in this world.  Our home is above, where the Lord Jesus has gone to prepare us a place.  He has done that and soon He is coming for us.

I find this psalm very instructive and I would like to draw upon these four words; “Confide”, “Commit”, “Rest” and “Cease”.  If it is a comfort to younger ones, I often struggle to take away a lot from an occasion like this, but here are four exhortations which it would be good if we, each one of us, could take away.  

The first one is very precious; “Confide in Jehovah”.  I would say simply, tell the Lord Jesus everything.  That is what it means; tell Him everything, for He is intensely interested in you.  This is a psalm of David.  Think of his knowledge of God; what a mighty man David was!  Think of the experiences that he had from his youth, experiences that we will never have, from the defeat of Goliath, those mighty battles, to his errors, for he fell to very low depths.  How much David went through in his experience with God, and he writes “Confide in Jehovah”.  That message is for each one of us, and it is wonderfully attractive.  It is not difficult to confide in One who has your wellbeing in His heart, One who has the ability to bless you and a desire to bless you.  Who are you speaking to?  You are not speaking to someone you can hide from: absolutely nothing can you hide from the Lord Jesus.  It is all laid bare before His eyes and He wants you to speak to Him about it.  He wants you to speak to Him about the bad things and the good things, the fears and the joys; He wants you to speak to Him about your life and what enters into it.  He wants you to speak to Him about your fears, for He holds the hands of those who confide in Him.

Confidence in this world is something rare.  Those of us who are married may know what it is to have complete confidence in one another; we are able to share our feelings and what enters into our lives.  But confiding in God goes beyond that; it is something even greater to confide in One who understands every feeling, One who has the power to influence and change our lives entirely.  God would have us to confide in Him, talk to Him, share our problems with Him.  He will help you to deal with them, He will show you the end from the beginning.  He is able for any problem, and He will help you through.  He would have you confide in Him because He is longing to help you in the things that enter into your life.  He provided for the children of Israel day by day.  He led them in the wilderness, He provided for them and they were able for the wilderness, because of God’s hand upon them.  We are not able in our own strength but we are able as confiding in Him.

So David says here, “Confide in Jehovah, and do good”; there is a great scope in that.  We certainly do not have the ability to do good in our own strength, but as under the influence of the Lord Jesus, He will show us what is good.  There was a prophet, Micah, who spoke of what God had done for him, and he said, “He hath shewn thee, O man, what is good: and what doth Jehovah require of thee …?”, Mic.6:8.  God would show us what is good.  We may think we are doing what is good, but let us test it before God, confide in Him.  Would He have us do something?  He will help us about that.  There are three things in that scripture in Micah: “… to do justly, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with thy God” – three very clear pointers, guidance for the wilderness pathway.  What does God require of you?  Do justly, love goodness and walk humbly with your God.  God will show us what is good.

Then David says, “feed on faithfulness”.  Where will we find that?  I certainly do not find that when I am at work, you will not find it at school, you will not find it at university.  Faithfulness is found before God and in those that are under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  As we gather together, we gather as those desirous to be faithful to the claims of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Who of us could say we are always faithful?  We all fail, but you will find this amongst the people of God – feeding on faithfulness.  The Lord Jesus Himself is, as always, the supreme example to us.  He is the One on whom we feed, He has remained faithful, always faithful.  God Himself is faithful.  We look around us; the world lets us down, we may let one another down.  But God never lets us down, the Lord Jesus never lets us down, and the Holy Spirit is always there, faithful to the work that He is fulfilling.  He is here to help us through this wilderness pathway.  

Then “delight thyself in Jehovah”. I suppose that this is what we were doing in our reading, we were delighting in the Lord Jesus and what He is and what He has expounded to us, what we have to enjoy as coming under His influence.  There is nothing greater in which man can find delight than God Himself.  God made us for His pleasure but God always intends that we should find pleasure in Himself and in all that belongs to Him.  Our souls can only be satisfied as dwelling upon the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, God manifest in flesh.  He is the One who will satisfy us in our lives, who can satisfy you in your soul, give you the strength to go on.  You will not find it outside, you will not find it in yourself, but you will find it in dwelling upon the resources in divine Persons.  We have a resource there to draw on, faithfulness, love, consistency.  Does the world not cry out for consistency?  At work, they tell you that the only consistent thing is change.  It is a wonderful relief to come home to the things of God and find in them that which never changes; God and His purpose and His love will never and can never change.  The Lord Jesus says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end”, Rev.21:6.  He will never change; how we can rejoice in that!  The glorious Man who laid down His life for us remains the same, faithful, the One upon whom we can feed and this comes to those who confide in Him.

Then David says, “he will give thee the desires of thy heart”.  These are not the desires that I had in my heart as away from God, these are not worldly, earthly desires.  Who of us does not have something that we hanker after, something we want to do, something we want to achieve, something we would like to have?  We know what earthly desires are, but we should put those to one side.  What this scripture speaks of is a desire which God will put in your heart as having put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, and He will bring it to pass.  Everything in this world is suited to man – to what extent can you maintain your direction and your efforts?  You might achieve your end, but what is that end?  Something that will be done away with.  It is worthless, it achieves nothing.  What God will give you is something that can never be taken away.  If you give up something in this scene, it will be that which you cannot keep anyway, but you will acquire something that you cannot lose. 

That is what Paul experienced and what he wrote about.  God gave him, not what he had in his heart before, but what God put there.  In principle, God said to Paul, ‘I will give thee the desires of thy heart’.  That is an exercise for us as to what our desires are, but confide in God.  If you struggle to identify these desires, as I do, speak to God about it and He will bring a change.  He will bring a change in your life which leads you to be occupied with the Lord Jesus and be under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and to reach out for things new and old which He has in His store, ready to pour upon all those who love Him.  There is a comfort in confiding in God which can be found nowhere else.  Your age does not matter; you can be very young, and God will hear you.  You may say, I am not sure how to even approach God.  Simply speak to Him in private, reach out to Him, and He will hear you.  He loves to hear young and old.  An older saint may hear me saying this, and think, I have been doing that for thirty years longer than you have.  All I would say is, I am sure you have found much joy and comfort in it.  Confide in and speak to God about everything and He will direct your way.

The next thing that David speaks about is commitment: “Commit thy way unto Jehovah, and rely upon him”.  This is perhaps one of the hardest things to do.  The note here is interesting; it says, ‘Roll thy way upon’.  Roll your way upon God; the expression implies that your whole burden is taken by Him.  It seems to me to be a complete thing.  “Commit thy way unto Jehovah and rely upon him”, whatever stage of life you are at.  There are young believers here.  You may have choices before you, subjects to decide upon, questions as to further education; many questions may enter into your mind.  You may be looking for employment, a very difficult thing in today’s climate.  You may be at work, finding it very difficult and you may find yourself in circumstances that you do not feel comfortable in as a Christian.  You may be asked to consider things which you have to avoid because they are not something you could have to do with.  Or you may be older, you may be retired, you may be worried about your pathway, you may be concerned about who will care for you, what will happen when frailty comes in.  David’s wisdom shines through; “Commit thy way unto Jehovah and rely upon him and He will bring it to pass”.  

I am sure that if you spoke to any of the older ones here, they would tell you something about this which is very simple.  It works.  My experience is limited, but I can assure you that it works.  God knows what you need.  We think we know what we need.  You may say, I have a family to provide for with a home and food and all the other things that enter into that.  God knows that, He knows what you need.  He was able to sustain all the children of Israel in the wilderness for forty years.  God has not changed, and what we may think in our wisdom is just the right next job, may not be so in His mind.  I speak very practically, and I trust sensitively, to old and young.  We cannot plan our way, but if we commit our way to the Lord Jesus, if we rely upon Him, He will bring it to pass.  “He will bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday”.  As dependent upon Him, may these things characterise us.

Then David says, “Rest in Jehovah”.  It is a wonderful thing when a soul reaches the point that it is able to confide in the Lord Jesus, to commit your life to Him and then rest.  Some may remember a brother we much loved, Mr Frank May.  He used to say something that has remained with us; ‘you cannot worry and pray’.  We understand what our brother meant; you cannot worry and pray at the same time.  You can either worry about the problem yourself and take it upon yourself to find an answer, or you can commit it to the Lord, and then you rest in Him.  I would encourage all of us to lay hold of what David teaches us.  Confide in the Lord Jesus, commit your way to Him and then rest and wait patiently.  I am sure there are others here who like me have a characteristic impatience.  In the world today, everything has to happen instantly.  That does not have any place in the affairs of God.  His timing may be very different to my own.  It may be that I desire something, I wait for it all my life and I never get it, but in God’s wisdom, He will have done the best for me.  Patience, we all know, is hard but the message is very clear; “wait patiently for him”.

What I am speaking about is beyond the circumstances of this world, it is absolutely reliable.  We cast ourselves into the hands of the One who has created this world, who created the seasons and the sun and the moon.  God set those objects in the sky.  Man can predict when an eclipse will happen, he is intelligent enough to work it out, but God created them.  Such is the witness of creation.  We have access to the God who set the stars in the heavens, who set the seasons of the year, who made the herbs of the field, the animals; all that provision.  He breathed life into man.  He is going to roll up this world like a book (Isa.34:4), He is going to do away with it and there will be “a new heaven and a new earth”, Rev.21:1.  That might be hard to believe when we consider what God has done in creating this world in which we are, setting man in it.  The beauty and wonder of creation is a witness to Himself.  Well may you ask yourself, what will that new heaven and earth be like if this world is created to be done away with?  Very wonderful, and that is our object, our future and our hope as relying and trusting upon God.  

“Rest in Jehovah”.  It is not easy to let go, especially when everything in this world would have you take hold of it.  I am not saying that when we go to work or school we should not take responsibility; we undertake the responsibility we are given, we fulfil it and we seek God’s help in doing that.  But we leave whatever may come next; whatever it is – God will provide that in His time and He may well test us.  Think of Elijah and Elisha; the time came when Elijah was to depart and he tested Elisha.  Elijah said to him, You stay here because I am going on, but Elisha said, No, I am coming with you (2 Kings 2:2).  Stage by stage, different lessons were learnt.  Elisha was tested about his resolve to go with the man of God, and we will be tested, but we are to hold fast to the God who we know, to the Lord Jesus who has loved us and laid down His life for us, whose precious blood was shed for us and who now sits in heaven at God’s right hand, a Man crowned with glory and honour, my Saviour.  I trust you can say the same.  What resources God has given us in the Holy Spirit.  I often wonder at the greatness of that gift which God would give us, His Spirit, to help us through our pathways, to help us in confidence in Him, to help us in the commitment of our lives to Him and to help us in resting in Him. The Holy Spirit is a wonderful resource to us in that sense, to help us to rest, to leave matters with the God who knows best.

Then we have “Cease”.  Anger, fretting – these things still rise up in us, for we are still in fleshly conditions.  We seek God’s help to guard against them, but perhaps I am not alone in saying that these things still rise up, these feelings are still there.  David says simply, “Cease … fret not thyself”.  It is not for us as Christians to be characterised by these things.  The world is full of stressed and fretting people.  Satan, in the awareness that his time is short, increases the intensity of his activity to aggravate souls, to distract them from God’s goodness and His wisdom.  We are not immune from that but we have resources to call upon that will help us; “fret not”.  Then we have this lovely expression “but those that wait on Jehovah, they shall possess the land”.

I trust that every one of us might have these things before us – confiding, committing, resting and ceasing – in the knowledge that through them we shall dwell in the heavenly land, in what God has in His mind for us in its fulness.  The children of Israel never possessed all of the land of Israel.  God desires that we, as having known what it is in principle to cross the Jordan, to die with Christ, may know what it is to live with Him, to enter in by faith to a realm which is entirely outside of this world.  God has a new heaven and a new earth in view, but there is a realm which we can enjoy now, for He has promised it to us and He will never let us down. 

I trust that these things will stay with us, the yearning on God’s part that we would confide in Him.  Keep a short account with God; confiding in Him is something we can do frequently.  You may be at work, you may be at school, in some trouble: ask the Lord Jesus to help you do what is right in His eyes, to do what is good.  Ask Him, He will direct you.  These things are intensely practical and I trust we experience them practically – confidence in God, commitment, resting and ceasing.  The result will be an answer for God’s heart.  As we enter into the good of what the land speaks of in type, we do not simply sit there and enjoy it; but there will be a result for God as we are under the influence of the Holy Spirit, a pouring out of worship and thanksgiving to God Himself, led by the Lord Jesus.  We will enter in Spirit into that sphere where there is, as one hymn speaks of it:

‘one loud eternal burst of praise!’ (Hymn 213

What a result there will be for God!

May these simple things help us, may we lay hold of them and may we be encouraged by them.  I would exhort you – try it, prove it, because it works.  May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Edinburgh

26 January 2019

A.A. Croot




Scripture references

Psalms 37 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, and be not envious of them that work unrighteousness; [2] for they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and fade as the green herb. [3] Confide in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness; …

Job 1:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said to Satan, Whence comest thou? And Satan answered Jehovah and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

Micah 6:8 (JND) [8] He hath shewn thee, O man, what is good: and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with thy God?

Revelation 21:6 (JND) [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Isaiah 34:4 (JND) [4] And all the host of the heavens shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll; and all their host shall fade away, as a leaf fadeth from off the vine, and as the withered [fruit] from the fig-tree.

Revelation 21:1 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more.

2 Kings 2:2 (JND) [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel.

2 Kings 2:2 (JND) [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel.



EXTRACT – FAITH


My brethren, let us abide in the place of faith, apparently a more difficult one, yet the place where God is found, and where grace -- the only precious thing in this world -- flourishes, and binds the heart to God by a thousand links of affection and gratitude, as to One who has known us, and who has stooped to meet our need and the desires of our hearts.  Faith gives energy; faith gives patience; and it is often thus that the most precious affections are developed -- affections which, if the energy of faith makes us servants on earth, render heaven itself happy, because He who is the object of faith is there, and fills it in the presence of the Father

J.N. Darby Synopsis Vol.1 p.349

 


VALUING THE BELIEVER’S INHERITANCE


Matthew 4:1-11;  1 Kings 21:1-3;  1 Chronicles 11:12-14;  Judges 6:2, 6-8 to “children of Israel”,11;

Ephesians 6:10-13

I seek God’s help to speak of an impression I have as to the need for us to stand; you might call it standing our ground.  If we are to stand for a piece of ground, not give it up, defend it, we must first of all believe that it is worth standing for.  We need to be willing to stand for it, and then we must be ready to stand no matter what may come against us.  And even if we are willing and ready to do it, we might feel that we are not able, so we also need to be strengthened to be able to stand for the ground that has been won for us.  

I read first of the Lord Jesus because it is always safe to look to Him first.  I find it a great comfort that we have recorded in the Scriptures, the ways in which the Lord Jesus, as a model for us, did things.  The Lord Jesus was a real Man – a Man like no other of course, an incomparable Man, a sinless Man whilst ever remaining God in His person.  In the first scripture we read, there was an attempt to move Him from the position that He took, from the ground that He was on as a dependent Man.  What was the Lord Jesus doing when He was here?  He was standing for God’s rights, He was maintaining in His life everything that God looked for in man.  And now the devil, the tempter as he is called, comes up to Him; that is characteristic of the devil – he is always tempting.  He began by doing that with man in Genesis, and now he comes up to the Lord Jesus to try to move Him off the ground of dependence on God.  The tempter would try different ways and different tactics but all for the same purpose – to move the Lord Jesus from the path of dependence that He was on, from the ground that He was holding for God.  But we see how, in His perfection, the Lord Jesus is immovable.  He is the lion “which turneth not away for any”, Prov.30:30.  His standing is sure, He shows us as a perfect model how we are to stand, and it is not in our own strength.  Think of the Person who was here, the Lord Jesus, God Himself, the mighty Creator, and Satan a mere creature.  What arrogance to say to Jesus, “if, falling down, thou wilt do me homage”.  What arrogance Satan had and he still has.  He would try to tempt you from the ground that you are on.  So he comes to the Lord Jesus, but as the Lord says elsewhere, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14:30.  Satan had no means of entrance into our Lord Jesus; He was the sinless One, here as a dependent Man.  Because of who He was in His person, he could have used His mighty power to overthrow the devil, but in His dependent manhood, He used Scripture to answer the devil.  The Lord Jesus, therefore, is before us as a model.

We are able to quote scriptures too.  I trust that we all read our bibles and know what God’s word says, so that when a time like this comes, we are able to refer to a scripture.  I was impressed by the way that the Lord Jesus stands despite the devil presenting to Him these different kinds of temptation.  The first one related to what was natural – bread.  The Lord Jesus had not had anything to eat for forty days.  In the reality of His manhood, “he hungered”.  What a matter!  The Lord Jesus, a real Man, and He hungered.  The devil suggested something to Him which would have made His situation more comfortable, if He would just make the stones into bread.  The devil would present things to us like that.  He might tempt you by suggesting that you do not have to give up as much of your time for the things of Jesus, that things could be more comfortable for you.  Are you going to give in?  Are you going to yield?  The Lord Jesus did not.  He quoted the scripture, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”.  Beloved, that same word is available to you, no matter what the devil may bring against you.  He might tempt you away by suggesting ‘This life of the believer is too hard.  It is too restrictive, too difficult; there is something easier you could do.  You can make things more comfortable for yourself’.  No, beloved, the Lord Jesus went on in perfect dependence.

And then there is a different character of temptation; the devil takes Jesus to the temple.  It has been said that this temptation has a religious element to it1.  He was tempting the Lord Jesus to avail Himself of these angels who would be available to Him, which would have taken Him out of the place of dependence on God that was proper to man.  The Lord Jesus could have been protected by angels, and we read that the angels ministered to Him, but it was not yet the time for His public glory.  

Then the devil tempted Jesus again.  “Again the devil takes him to a very high mountain, and shews him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory”.  It is the world presented as an object of temptation, and Jesus rejected it.  The devil might tell you that you could be more successful in the world if you gave up some of the things you stand for as a Christian.  You could work more hours in the office, you could perhaps become a shareholder, you could become a director and get on the company’s board.  These are the things that the devil might present to you.  But no – that is not for the believer!  These are the things that will spoil what is for God.  These are the things that will cause you to be moved off the ground that the Lord Jesus has won for you, and that others have stood for.

I read of Naboth, because he valued the ground that he stood on, the vineyard of his fathers.  He says, “Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!”.  Think of the evaluation that Naboth had of the vineyard, not only because of what it produced: no doubt the fruit of it would speak of what is for the pleasure of God.  As believers down here, we seek to gather in simplicity, in faithfulness to the Lord Jesus, to abide by His word, to maintain His rights and to proceed with the service of God and the Lord’s supper.  That is what is pleasing to God, He delights in it, He delights to see it.  In that sense there is the fruit of what the vineyard would speak of, that cheers God and man (Judg.9:13).  But as well as Naboth not giving up the vineyard because he knew that its fruit would no longer be there for God, he was not going to give it up because he also knew that it was the inheritance of his fathers.  

Beloved, do you realise what previous generations of believers have had to stand for so that you might be able to enjoy the ground that you are on?  Do you realise the cost that there has been?  Persons have lost their lives.  We were hearing in our local meeting recently about some of the sufferings of the martyrs.  In the streets of some towns that we walk in today, you can see inscriptions honouring martyrs in the place where the actual post stood at which these persons were burned at the stake.  These things happened in our country, in some of the towns and cities in which we live.  Do you realise the cost of the ground that you are standing on, Christian ground that has been stood for.  Divine principles have been upheld, people have paid with their lives for this ground.  Are you going to give it up?  Are you just going to say, ‘It is not for me’?  Will you give it up because it would be more convenient to do so?  That seemed to be the nature of Ahab’s offer.  It says of this wicked king that he was the king of Samaria, but how sad it was; Ahab was actually the king of Israel.  How wicked he was in his association with Jezebel.  He was saying that it would be more convenient for him if Naboth gave the vineyard to him for a garden of herbs, and he said, “I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it”.  Satan would put such a temptation before us, but, beloved, there is nothing better.  Ahab could not offer Naboth anything better.  The privileges, the joys of Christian ground as we may speak of it, are ours to enjoy, and no one can offer you anything better.  I am not speaking of what we are as a company – that would be presumptuous – but of what is available to all believers in the Lord Jesus at the present time on this earth.  There is nothing better, there is no better vineyard, and you cannot exchange it for money either.  Divine things are without price.  Beloved, are you ready and willing to stand for the inheritance?  If you value it, you will be. 

I thought of how Gideon was ready to do that, but we can look at Chronicles first because I think we get there the strength and support of being “with David”.  It says of Eleazer in verse 13 that “He was with David”.  If you feel weak, if you feel that you are not able to maintain things as they ought to be maintained, if you feel that you are struggling to resist the temptations of Satan, then realise that the Lord Jesus is ready to stand with you.  Think of Paul; there was a time when he said that “all deserted me” (2 Tim.4:16), but then he said, “The Lord stood with me, and gave me power”.  The Lord Jesus is ready to stand by you if you seek to stand for the ground that He has won, and for which others in previous generations have stood.  It has cost them much that you should have this ground, with all its privileges and responsibilities, on which you are standing now as a believer.  You might feel that you are not able for it.  It says that “the people had fled from before the Philistines”.  What an enemy the Philistines were in their arrogance, thinking that they could dwell in what speaks to us of the heavenly land, but not having arrived there the proper way.  They had no place there.  Man’s natural mind, no matter how brilliant, has no place in the things of God.  It cannot add anything; it can only spoil things.  Let us be on our guard against the Philistine mind; it is empty.  The Philistine mind knows nothing about the truth of resurrection.  Let us be on our guard against it.

The other thing that attracted me to this scripture was this reference to “a plot of ground full of barley”.  That is suggestive to me.  It is a plot, an area with a defined border.  There are divine principles that define the walk of the believer, and the ground that Christians are to stand on.  It is not blurred at the edges, it does not have porous borders, as men speak of them.  It is a plot of ground, and God has set the borders of it.  It might be like that field of Boaz, the field which is being reaped (Ruth 2:9).  It is the place where God is working, where He is finding what is pleasing to Himself.  Barley, as we have been taught, speaks to us about Christ risen; it is the first crop ready to be harvested.  The Philistine does not have an answer to the resurrection.  The “mind of the flesh is death” (Rom.8:6); that is where it ends, but the Lord Jesus has risen out of death. 

I was thinking in relation to this scripture about what is referred to at the beginning of Ephesians: “the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”, Eph.1:19,20.  That is the power that is towards us, beloved.  So if you are feeling weak, remember that the power which raised Christ from the dead is for you, it is towards you, and you can be like David’s mighty men were here.  This man Eleazer is interesting.  There are differences between the accounts here and a similar one in Samuel; it is a plot of lentils there (2 Sam.23:11).  In both cases, although the people had fled, these men did not defend the plots of ground from a distance.  They did not employ – to use a common term – long-range artillery.   They did not see the Philistines getting into these plots and then try to remove them from a distance, they were standing right in the plot of ground which was under attack.  In principle, they knew something of Christ risen, and they were in the power of it.  They were not afraid of the power of the enemy because they knew that a greater power was on their side, for they were with David.  The Lord Jesus, speaking typically, was there with them.  You will be able to stand if you are willing and depend on Him.

In Judges we have in Gideon one who was ready.  Most of the children of Israel had fled to these dens in the mountains, the caves and the strongholds.  I would have to confess that is where I would more likely be found, hiding in a cowardly way.  But that is not the spirit that we have been given, we have been given a spirit, not of cowardice, “but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion”, 2 Tim.1:7.  Israel’s enemy, Midian, was coming up and this word struck me: “Israel was greatly impoverished because of Midian”.  It is a different enemy; it is not the Philistines now.  The Midianites were related to the children of Israel.  They might represent believers in the Lord Jesus, but those who are not walking in a right pathway.  I might be tempted to enjoy things with them, perhaps in a social way.  I believe that spiritual impoverishment would result from doing that.  Beloved, how sorrowful it is that there are believers who we are not able to walk with because of the path they have chosen.  The Lord knows who they are, and the Lord knows what is needed to recover them.  We long that they would be revived.  But until they are, there does need to be a distinction made; a separation, and Gideon knew something of that.  He was threshing wheat in a winepress; he was in a restricted area.  He was given a commission from God and it would not have been easy, but he was ready to do it.  

Are you ready?  Are you ready to stand, or are you going to leave it to someone else?  Beloved, it comes down to you as an individual.  Is the truth worth standing for, all the wonderful truths that have been brought out by the Spirit of God?  The truth as to the person of Christ, the truth as to Christ and the assembly, the worship of the Spirit, the person of the Lord Jesus in all His glory, His sonship, the thought of the assembly itself.  Are these truths that you are willing to stand for?  Are you ready to stand for them despite the enemies that may come up against you?  The angel of Jehovah appears to Gideon.  “Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour” (v.12).  I do not think Gideon felt like a mighty man of valour, but God recognised in him someone who was ready to stand.  God saw there the kind of activity that He would be willing to support, someone who was willing and ready to stand for what was precious to God and what was true to the Lord Jesus.

In Ephesians we have the panoply of God.  You may wonder how you are going to be able to stand.  Put on the panoply of God!  The panoply is the complete set of armour.  No matter what type of weapon Satan seeks to use, whether it is the fiery darts or what is more subtle, the panoply of God gives you complete protection, so that you are able to stand against him and his artifices.  That word suggests his craftiness, his cleverness.  How clever the devil is.  It says at the beginning of Genesis that “the serpent was more crafty than any animal”, Gen. 3:1.  The artifices of the devil are still active and he will use ways that are different and subtle to try and move you from the ground that you are standing on as a believer.  Put on the panoply of God and you will be able to resist those things, “that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day”.  It is not that attacks will not come – they will come, and they will come even more intensely if you are standing for what is right, if you are seeking to stand here for the Lord Jesus and hold the ground for Him until he comes again.  Satan will attack, but be assured that this armour is able to provide complete resistance to the attack.  The Lord Jesus, where we read in Matthew said, “Get thee away, Satan”.  The same word, or a similar thought, is said to the believer; “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”, Jas.4:7.  In resisting the devil, the power of God is what believers are able to actively take up; they have God’s word too.  Later on it speaks about “the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word” (v.17).  

Verse 13 refers to “having accomplished all things” and note ‘h’ perhaps links with what we had in the reading; it says, ‘It is ‘to carry through and put in execution all that is purposed and called for, in spite of opposition’’.  It suggests that everything that needed to be done has been done, and now nothing else is called for but to stand.  It is not some great exploit or expedition; it is simply standing in your own place.  You might say that first of all, it would begin in your household.  Hold that for the Lord first.  Then in your local assembly – are you willing to stand there?  Are you willing to stand too in relation to what is universal, against all that is in the world, even in the heavenlies, where there are powers set against what the believer stands for?  God gives us the full provision to do so in the panoply, the armour.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you.  When you feel you are being tempted by the devil, remember there is a greater power in you than the power that is in the world (1 John 4:4).  The Holy Spirit is superior to all the power in the world.  Ask Him to help you, ask Him how to deal with a particular temptation.  He will point to the specific part of the armoury: whether it is righteousness, or faith, truth, or the glad tidings, He will point you to the thing that is needed at that moment.  Pray to the Holy Spirit, call on Him, keep your links with the Holy Spirit frequent and clear, have communion with Him.  I feel the need to do that more.  I would be able to stand more effectively for the Lord Jesus if I relied more on the power of the Holy Spirit.

I feel my weakness in relation to what I have said, but there is ground worth standing for.  It is the ground that Christ has won and it produces what is for God’s pleasure.  Everything that is for God’s pleasure has its basis in what Christ has done.  You and I as believers, through wondrous grace, have been given the privilege of being part of what is for God, part of what continues on earth for Him at the present time.  Are you willing to stand?  Do you value the ground enough?  Do you see that if you do not stand for it, there will be something lacking in the service of God?  If you give it up, do you realise that you are giving up what others may have even lost their lives for?  Are you just going to give that up?  No, beloved, let us be willing to stand.  Let us be ready too.  Let us be active, do not leave it to someone else; maybe it is you who needs to stand this time.  Then realise that you are able to do it because of the panoply that God gives you – everything is provided from His side.  The Lord will stand by you; He will be with you in it as you depend on Him and you will never be left alone.  Only one Man was ever truly alone – the Lord Jesus on the cross.  We can never say that we are completely alone, for He is always ready to stand with us if we are standing for Him.

May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Maidstone

6 July 2019
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Scripture references

Matthew 4:1-11 (JND) [1] Then Jesus was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil: [2] and having fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards he hungered. [3] And the tempter coming up to him said, If thou be Son of God, speak, that these stones may become loaves of bread. [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth. [5] Then the devil takes him to the holy city, and sets him upon the edge of the temple, [6] and says to him, If thou be Son of God cast thyself down; for it is written, He shall give charge to his angels concerning thee, and on [their] hands shall they bear thee, lest in anywise thou strike thy foot against a stone. [7] Jesus said to him, It is again written, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God. [8] Again the devil takes him to a very high mountain, and shews him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory, [9] and says to him, All these things will I give thee if, falling down, thou wilt do me homage. [10] Then says Jesus to him, Get thee away, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve. [11] Then the devil leaves him, and behold, angels came and ministered to him.

1 Kings 21:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!

1 Chronicles 11:12-14 (JND) [12] And after him, Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite; he was one of the three mighty men. [13] He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines were gathered together to battle; and there was [there] a plot of ground full of barley; and the people had fled from before the Philistines. [14] And they stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines; and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance.

Judges 6:2-8 (JND) [2] And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites the children of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds. [3] And it came to pass when Israel sowed, that Midian came up, and Amalek, and the children of the east, and came up against them. [4] And they encamped against them, and destroyed the produce of the land, until thou come to Gazah, and they left no sustenance in Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. [5] For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as locusts for multitude; both they and their camels were without number; and they entered into the land to destroy it. [6] And Israel was greatly impoverished because of Midian. And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah. [7] And it came to pass when the children of Israel cried to Jehovah because of Midian, [8] that Jehovah sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;

Ephesians 6:10-13 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength. [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies. [13] For this reason take [to you] the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand.

Proverbs 30:30 (JND) [30] The lion, mighty among beasts, which turneth not away for any;

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Judges 9:13 (JND) [13] And the vine said to them, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees?

2 Timothy 4:16 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them.

Ruth 2:9 (JND) [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw.

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

Ephesians 1:19-20 (JND) [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

2 Samuel 23:11 (JND) [11] And after him, Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite: the Philistines were gathered into a troop, and there was there a plot of ground full of lentils, and the people had fled before the Philistines;

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

James 4:7 (JND) [7] Subject yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.



CHRIST IS RISEN


1 Corinthians.15:16-23;  Deuteronomy 34:1-6;

Deuteronomy 33:26,27 (to “arms”)

It goes without saying that today is a sad day; we feel the sorrow.  And there is sorrow in the world.  People speak about crumbs of comfort and what they mean is that, at such a time, you cling to some small comfort, some small thing that you can take hold of.  But God does not deal in crumbs of comfort.  There is enormous comfort to be had, there is resource; God has comfort to give and He would give it freely to us today.  In the face of what seems such great sorrow, He would comfort us.  

In the last few days, our desires as to our sister have changed.  We and so many who are here, and many others too, have prayed for so long that she would prove mercy in her illness.  But she does not need our prayers any more!  What a wonderful thing it is to know that she is with our Lord Jesus, and that she is happy.  Her sorrowing and her suffering are over, and this is a great comfort.  And so our needs have changed.  The need today is for comfort and I would like to draw some comfort from these scriptures.  

I think it is right to say that there is no greater comfort than what we have in 1 Corinthians 15 because Christ is raised!  Paul makes reference to the fact that if Christ had not been raised, we would be miserable, but we do not have to be miserable because Christ is raised.  The power of death that we have before us today has been broken – the Lord Jesus has broken it and broken it forever.  He came victorious and triumphant out of the grave, and its power is broken, gone for ever.  Its sting has been taken away.  There is no greater comfort, I think you might agree, than that Christ is raised.  It says, “For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive.  But each in his own rank: the first-fruits, Christ” – He is out of the grave, He lives! – “then those that are the Christ’s at his coming”.  There is every assurance in the resurrection of Christ that others will follow, and that our sister will be raised by the One in whom she put her trust.  She belongs to the Lord Jesus, and because He is raised, she will be too.  She will have her place in that great resurrection of believers in the Lord Jesus, and she will be raised on that day when He comes for us.  I would submit it to you that there is no greater comfort than that.  In the face of death, as we are today, in the face of sorrow, needing comfort as we do and as the family do, there is no greater comfort than the fact that Christ is raised.  And therefore there is the assurance that those who have died having faith in our Lord Jesus will be raised too. 

My second scripture speaks about the death of Moses.  In some ways, our sister was very different to Moses, but it refers to him when he died as the servant of Jehovah, and in her way, our sister was a servant of God.  I believe that in her suffering in those years when she bore so much, her uncomplaining spirit to the end, her peacefulness, her calmness, her acceptance of what the Lord led her through – these features were like Christ, and in that way she served her God.  So she was like Moses in that way; she was a servant of God, and the Lord Jesus has taken her to be with Himself.  What struck me in this scripture was that God was with Moses in this; it was a private matter.  We have the assurance, through some of the things that our sister said, that in her suffering at the end the Lord drew very near to her, He was with her.  There was a time when even her loved ones could do no more to support her, but we have the assurance that the Lord was with her.  So God showed Moses things, and what things He might show His own at such a time.  These things we hold on to; they are comforting for us.  As we have said, with sorrowing hearts, the family have to let go as far as nature is concerned.  But they do not let go thinking that she goes into a cold place, but rather as knowing that she is with the Lord Jesus.  The Lord drew near to her and was with her, and she is with Him now.  This is a comfort to us and I trust that it will be a comfort to all here.

My last scripture I address particularly to the family – by extension to all of us, but to them in particular.  I would just like to draw attention to this, “thy refuge is the God of old, And underneath are the eternal arms”.  May that be a comfort to you.  Days are coming when those of us who would desire to support those that mourn, we will falter, and our words will run out, but “Thy refuge is the God of old”.  There is something there in these eternal arms that will not fail you.  They are there for support; you are never to lack support.  When everything else may fail you, the God of old is there.  He is there to comfort and sustain you.  I trust that will be your portion and the portion of all here, and that these few words will bring comfort into our hearts at this time, for His name’s sake.

Word at a burial, Manchester

7 August 2019
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:16-23 (JND) [16] For if [those that are] dead are not raised, neither is Christ raised; [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins. [18] Then indeed also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are [the] most miserable of all men. [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep. [21] For since by man [came] death, by man also resurrection of [those that are] dead. [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

1 Corinthians 15:16-23 (JND) [16] For if [those that are] dead are not raised, neither is Christ raised; [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins. [18] Then indeed also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are [the] most miserable of all men. [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep. [21] For since by man [came] death, by man also resurrection of [those that are] dead. [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

Deuteronomy 34:1-6 (JND) [1] And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And Jehovah shewed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan, [2] and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the hindmost sea, [3] and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to Zoar. [4] And Jehovah said unto him, This is the land that I swore unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. [5] And Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah. [6] And he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-Peor; and no man knows his sepulchre to this day.

Deuteronomy 33:26-27 (JND) [26] There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the heavens to thy help, And in his majesty, upon the clouds. [27] [Thy] refuge is the God of old, And underneath are the eternal arms; And he shall drive out the enemy from before thee, And shall say, Destroy [them]!

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …



Notes


	[←1]
	 C.A. Coates Vol.23 p.210
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