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CHRIST AS TYPIFIED IN DAVID

H. J. Glass 

1 Samuel 30: 21–25; 2 Samuel 5: 1–3; 9: 1; 19: 24, 29, 30; Romans 16: 1–16 

I seek help to follow up the same line we had in the reading. I trust it will turn our thoughts to Christ. We have read of David, who is an outstanding type of Christ in his movements. 

Where we read in 1 Samuel 30 is before he became king. I think what comes out here is the kind of man David was; what he was, what he was able for, what he was able to demonstrate. 

Think of the word of the Spirit of God about David; it says God found David, “a man after my heart, who shall do all my will”, Acts 13: 22. Think of God’s thoughts about David, think of His eyes on a man here. Of course he was a type of Christ outstandingly, but he was a man and we get God’s thoughts about him. Think of what God’s thoughts are about the saints, those who have come under the sound of God’s word and are affected by it, and have come under the administration of Christ to be here for His glory. It is a wonderful thing to have His thoughts about each one. We may feel our lives are a bit humdrum sometimes, but we need to get this thought of being under the Lord’s hand, of belonging to this glorious system that is for God’s pleasure. 

David had already been anointed, but he is really in rejection, he is having to move in a simple way and yet he is maintained in what is for God. There is this matter that comes about, this wonderful triumph in overthrowing the Amalekites. It is a wonderful triumph to overcome Satan’s efforts to deter and to hinder the prosperity of the work of God in my soul and yours. David is able for that, he is able to overthrow the Amalekites. He recovered all. 

Now this problem comes up about some who had wicked thoughts. They are called wicked men. I suppose they were pretty proud of their exploit. Think of what David says to them, “Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which Jehovah has given us, who has preserved us”. We need to have a sense of being preserved in the pathway of the truth, preserved under God’s favour, and to give thanks for that and not to have thoughts that deviate from it. Here were these men, who said that the ones who had not gone to battle were not going to share in the spoil. Well, David will not have it. He sets out the principle and he has the strength to maintain it, and it works out that they are to share alike, preserving unity among the brethren. How much it is needed. We need to have the necessary skill and the ability for this. Where are we going to get it? We have to get it from the Lord, as we have been having in the reading, get something from the Lord to know how to do this, to have that inward development in us so that we are persons like David; “he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day”. This is David, he is to become the administrator in Israel. 

What I thought as to 2 Samuel 5 was what had been going on in the intervening years. I suppose if you look it up carefully you can tell how many years it was from the first incident to where we read this second one. But what has been going on in the meantime? David has been going on in the same kind of way. He had his failures, but he is an outstanding type of Christ, and the Spirit of God would keep that before us. If he makes things a statute in Israel he is setting the standard in Israel. No wonder God loved him so! He set the standard for Israel because he is a type of Christ. Think of what Christ is, the Root and Offspring of David. Think of the Spirit of God being able to use that language in the Scriptures to help us to understand what God’s thoughts are. The time came when all the tribes of Israel came to David, saying, “Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel”. This is what has been developing in these years. David went on in a certain way and he demonstrated what the administration was to be and the people were affected by it. All the tribes came, it is as though all the brethren came. 

They are all laying hands on David and saying, He is the man. It is wonderful if we can be affected in this way by Christ. What unity we would have if we could be like that! If it is set out in the Scriptures it is surely intended that it is possible for you and me to be in the good of it. All the tribes came. We need to pray more, and make room for the Spirit of God more, that there may be this kind of unity, this kind of desire to embrace the administration that is in the hands of David—typical of what is in the hands of Christ. 

In 2 Samuel 9 we get Mephibosheth. It brings out what is in David and it brings out what is in persons. This is what I was thinking about for this short time together; what is developed in persons because of the kind of administration that was there in David. So David says. Are there any left of the house of Saul? Think of the way David preserved Jehovah’s anointed, and now he has feelings for the house of Saul. He waited his time to be set free. All through that transitional time until Saul was removed, and also Ishbosheth, David had to wait, but finally he had his place in the hearts of the people of Israel. It shows what is coming out in David’s administration. We could think of others, such as Urijah and Ittai, persons that were developed under David’s hand. They would have kept an eye on David. Where we read in 2 Samuel 19 David had failed a bit, he is not a perfect type there; but Mephibosheth had his eye on the right man, on the man who does things according to God. David handled things rightly when he first found Mephibosheth. 

We should have read these other verses in 2 Samuel 9, verses 5 to 8, “And king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel from Lodebar. And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the 

son of Saul, came to David, and fell on his face and did obeisance. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he said, Behold thy servant! And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?” Then later it says, “So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem; for he did eat continually at the king’s table”, 2 Samuel 9: 13. Things are developing under David’s administration. Just imagine him thinking of Mephibosheth, thinking of someone of the house of Saul, a poor man who was lame on both his feet. We were speaking about circumstances ruling us and we need help to learn how to overcome, but here is Mephibosheth in a disadvantaged position and yet David cares for him. He thinks about him, he sends for him. I do not know how far away this was, it was a place of no pasture we know, but he sends for him to bring him into this place, and to bring him into the liberty of sonship. He says, You are to eat at my table, as one of the king’s sons. That shows the real David, the real man after God’s heart. He takes up such a person as Mephibosheth. Do you ever feel like he did, Such a dead dog as I am? It is good to feel like that, it is good to feel our unworthiness, but then it is good to be exalted. God takes up beggars, does He not, and exalts them. David does that with Mephibosheth. Mephibosheth kept his eye on the man who did these kind of things. That is really what I wanted to call attention to. 

Where we read in chapter 19 David is not really up to the true level. He failed, like you and I do, but Mephibosheth had his eye on the right man, the real David. It says in 2 Samuel 9: 13, “Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem”. He did not leave Jerusalem when David had to leave it. 

Sad results came in through David’s failure to maintain things. But Mephibosheth does not deviate, he stays in Jerusalem; he stays where the ark is, he stays by what he knew to be the right standard. So, when David comes back, Mephibosheth is waiting for him to be restored to his right position. Is that what our thoughts are, to get a glimpse of Christ in all the glory that belongs to Him? Mephibosheth said, “my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. That is all that matters. Do we really appreciate what it is to enjoy eternal life in the assembly setting? If we did we would be more submissive to Christ’s rule and administration. Mephibosheth was like that, and it says of him when he came down to meet the king, “he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came again in peace”. 

This is Mephibosheth, he did not want anything else. I think what is important here is that he had his eye on the right man, the man whose administration was according to God’s thoughts. 

He is a wonderful subject in David’s kingdom. Are we good subjects in Christ’s kingdom? How much joy we would have if we were that and had the sense of the liberty of that. Chronicles gives us all the good things that are extant in Israel, and the things that David did. At the end of his life he set up Solomon as king. There was no better man than Solomon to set up. Then it goes on to tell us all the other things he did—there were thousands upon thousands brought into the service, and he speaks there of the instruments that he had made. 

These are the wonderful things that David did in his reign. He brought this all about; the twenty-four courses that were according to divine arrangement in the service of God, and the singers and the doorkeepers. You read that chapter, 1 Chronicles 23, where you get David doing all that, setting everything in order. What an administration is under the hands of Christ! When we come to the service of God tomorrow let us have a sense that it is under His hand and that we are in His hand to be set free. Think of the man in John 9; he was set free in the understanding of the Person of the Son of 

God, and able to worship Him. I wonder if we really understand what real worship is, to have a sense of the greatness and glory of One who is worthy of it. 

This is what happened under David’s regime, there were these thousands of persons gathered up to be in the praise of God, “four thousand were doorkeepers; and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, (said David), to praise (therewith)”, 1 Chronicles 23: 5. We may think of all David’s battles, how successful he was, he fought Jehovah’s battles, he excelled in that and it was right that it should be so. But then David was also able for all this, he gathered the princes of Israel, he set in order everything. What a regime it was! 

We tend to think of Israel as being disunited, but Chronicles would show that the people are set together, these thousands upon thousands, under the arranging of David, to fulfil their place in the praise and in the service of God. David divided them into courses according to the sons of Levi—Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. What intelligence he had, what ability he had to divide them, to set them all in order to have a place in such a wonderful system. We think of the younger ones growing up amongst us. We desire that they might have a sense of this, of the glory of what is under the hand of Christ, and that they are under the hand of Christ too, to be set free in a wonderful order of things that is for God’s pleasure. 

Paul was a great administrator as to the assemblies, the local assemblies. How much help we need to understand his ministry about that. In 2 Corinthians he speaks about how he did things. In chapter 10 it says, “For the arms of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful according to God to the overthrow of strongholds; overthrowing reasonings and every high thing that lifts itself up against the knowledge of God, and leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 10: 4, 5. This is the way Paul ministered when there were problems in Corinth, or wherever it was. All he 

had in mind was to lead captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ. What an arrangement of love! The administration that we know here in the hands of men does not have this way of taking fear away and of setting us up in love. The way that Paul would minister Christ would bring that in; he would bring in the need for what was right to lead captive every thought, to bring down the high thoughts and bring them into line with the standard that is in Christ. 

Then I think that you would get these kind of persons that we read of in Romans. Think of Paul going over this list. What a long list of persons he could speak about. But what impressed me was the way he speaks about them. He says, “Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus ... Salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first-fruits of Asia for Christ ... Salute Urbanus, our fellow-workman in Christ ... Salute Apelles, approved in Christ”. The apostle could do that with accuracy. But then the Spirit of God knows each one of us, He knows each one in this city, He knows each one in every place, persons who have come under His hand to be able to fill out what is for God’s pleasure. We were speaking about that in the reading, that if Christ was the Man of God’s pleasure surely He expects those that have come under the hand of Christ to be for His pleasure. I think this is seen in these persons. I would like to leave that impression with us, that here is a long list of persons who have come under that hand of Christ, and how beautifully Paul can speak of them. He is saying, Salute them. Are our eyes and our affections on the persons who have come under the hand of Christ, and are able to fill out what is here in the testimony according to such a standard, according to the administration that is under His hand? Do we regard such persons with affection? I think we get the sense of that here, in the way that Paul speaks of so many persons that have come under the hand of Christ. He speaks of them that way; our fellow-workmen, those who are in the Lord, those that labour much in the Lord. 

It is not a coincidence that we know as many brethren as we do, so many to enjoy fellowship with. But, do we really regard them as Paul regards them here? He says, Chosen in the Lord, and so on. He says, “Salute one another with a holy kiss”. 

How good it is to get these thoughts before us, that the Lord has effected things for His own glory. Whatever we have to work out, sometimes with certain difficulties, it is all to be worked out under His hand for His glory. I trust we will find some of this when we come together tomorrow. We think of the gathering in this room, normally only two brothers, and yet there it is, it is what has been worked out under the hand of Christ. May we just contemplate these things and go on in the knowledge of Him, and go on in the knowledge of what is under His hand. For His name’s sake. 

Address at New York
1 July 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 30:21-25 (JND) [21] And David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to follow David, and whom they had left behind at the torrent Besor; and they went forth to meet David, and to meet the people that were with him; and David drew near to the people and saluted them. [22] And all the wicked men, and [men] of Belial, of those that had gone with David, answered and said, Because they went not with us, we will not give them [aught] of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every man his wife and his children, that they may lead [them] away and depart. [23] Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which Jehovah has given us, who has preserved us, and given the troop that came against us into our hand. [24] And who will hearken to you in this matter? For as his share is that goes down to the battle, so shall his share be that abides by the baggage: they shall share alike. [25] And it was [so] from that day forward; and he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day.

2 Samuel 5:1-3 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel.

2 Samuel 9:1 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake?

2 Samuel 19:24-30 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace. [25] And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king, the king said to him, Why didst thou not go with me, Mephibosheth? [26] And he said, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I will saddle me the ass, and ride thereon, and go with the king; for thy servant is lame. [27] And he has slandered thy servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God; do therefore what is good in thy sight. [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king? [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.

Romans 16:1-16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,) [5] and the assembly at their house. Salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is [the] first-fruits of Asia for Christ. [6] Salute Maria, who laboured much for you. [7] Salute Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and fellow-captives, who are of note among the apostles; who were also in Christ before me. [8] Salute Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. [9] Salute Urbanus, our fellow-workman in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. [10] Salute Apelles, approved in Christ. Salute those who belong to Aristobulus. [11] Salute Herodion, my kinsman. Salute those who belong to Narcissus, who are in [the] Lord. [12] Salute Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labour in [the] Lord. Salute Persis, the beloved, who has laboured much in [the] Lord. …

1 Samuel 30 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had made a raid upon the south, and upon Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag and burned it with fire; [2] and had taken the women captives that were in it; both great and small: they had put none to death, but had carried them off, and went on their way. [3] And David and his men came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives. …

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

2 Samuel 5 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. …

2 Samuel 9 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? [2] And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba; and they called him to David. And the king said to him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant! [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet. …

2 Samuel 19 (JND) [1] And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weeps and mourns for Absalom. [2] And the victory that day was [turned] into mourning for all the people; for the people heard say that day, The king is grieved for his son. [3] And the people stole away that day into the city, as people steal away when ashamed of fleeing in battle. …

2 Samuel 19 (JND) [1] And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weeps and mourns for Absalom. [2] And the victory that day was [turned] into mourning for all the people; for the people heard say that day, The king is grieved for his son. [3] And the people stole away that day into the city, as people steal away when ashamed of fleeing in battle. …

2 Samuel 9:5-8 (JND) [5] And king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar. [6] And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, and fell on his face and did obeisance. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he said, Behold thy servant! [7] And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. [8] And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?

2 Samuel 9:13 (JND) [13] So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem; for he did eat continually at the king's table. And he was lame on both his feet.

2 Samuel 9:13 (JND) [13] So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem; for he did eat continually at the king's table. And he was lame on both his feet.

1 Chronicles 23 (JND) [1] And David was old and full of days; and he made Solomon his son king over Israel. [2] And he gathered together all the princes of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. [3] And the Levites were numbered from thirty years old and upward; and their number, by their polls, man by man, was thirty-eight thousand. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

1 Chronicles 23:5 (JND) [5] and four thousand were doorkeepers; and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, [said David,] to praise [therewith].

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (JND) [4] For the arms of our warfare [are] not fleshly, but powerful according to God to [the] overthrow of strongholds; [5] overthrowing reasonings and every high thing that lifts itself up against the knowledge of God, and leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ;



JOY IN HEAVEN

A. J. Gaskin 

Malachi 3: 16, 17; 1 Peter 2: 7–9 

I was thinking of joy in heaven tonight, and the various ways in which heaven is joyful. In Zephaniah the prophet speaks of joy in heaven. God joying over His own with singing (Zephaniah 3: 17), and we remember that in Luke 15 there is joy in heaven over one repenting sinner. There is joy in heaven tonight, I believe, as the saints come together, and God delights to look down and see what has been wrought out by the work of Christ. We all need to be freshly reminded that everything is based on the work that our Lord Jesus Christ has done. How wonderful it is that He came here as a Babe in that lowly form. The humanity of Christ, how much it appeals to our hearts, that He carried all these things out in this way, as a Man among men. God’s great purposes of love, how precious they are, and how wonderfully they have been brought about, and we should not fail to give our God something for His own pleasure at this time. 

I thought this verse we know so well is encouraging, when it says, “they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another”, often. We have these occasions, and thank God for them, and perhaps we could speak a little more often, but all the same I think heaven is looking down tonight and taking account of those who speak one to another about Jehovah. They spoken often one to another, then it says, “Jehovah observed it, and heard”. Think of heaven, not only heaven, but the Lord Himself, taking account of what the saints are saying as they come together, and He hears them. I think we should be impressed that there is, we might say with great reverence, an ear in heaven listening even as we come together; not just us but all those who love Christ. You think of the thousands of those that love Him, and what a return there is for our God and Father. 

Now it says, “Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”. It does not tell us who wrote in the book, but there are heavenly agencies that keep account of these things, not just pass them over. When it is a book of remembrance it is something more permanent, not just a word but something on which God delights to look. You think of something being written in heaven that the blessed God Himself can look at and be engaged with, if I might say so with reverence. There it is, it says, “Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”. 

Then He says, “And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure”, a treasure or possession, something that God 

has here in this very scene, something which is for His glory and which He delights to possess. How wonderful that is. The work of Christ has been so great and glorious that something has now been worked out in living persons which gives precious pleasure to the heart of God, “they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure”. In Exodus 19, in the very early times when his people came out of Egypt, God refers to them as “my own possession” 

(Exodus 19: 5), as if He might say to Himself, What a treasure I have now. Those people were the persons who were redeemed by precious blood. The evidence that the blood was shed was on the doorposts and on the lintel (Exodus 12: 7), the blood which protected His people from judgment. So there is something which is specially for the heart of our God and Father, in that He says, “they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth Him”. 

I was thinking very simply that it is very encouraging and comforting that God can look down tonight in this very place where we are, and wherever there are those who come together to think of Him, and He is receiving His own portion and having delight in these things. You can think of God’s inheritance in the saints as it is set out in Ephesians. I believe it is all part of this wonderful thing; it is what Christ has brought about for the heart of His God and Father, and we come into it. It is the beloved saints that God delights in, those who have been redeemed by precious blood. 

I thought of this chapter in 1 Peter because there are references to the thought of preciousness. It says, “Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious”, that is Christ. He stands out uniquely in this preciousness, and our hearts go out to Him. We can say precious Saviour, indeed, and precious Lord, and we delight to think of Him in that way, the precious One. And then it goes on to speak of this preciousness, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. Not just 

the precious Saviour and the precious Lord and the precious One who is at God’s right hand, the One that we love and esteem, but the whole system is a matter of preciousness. He is the One who has set it on, and I believe that includes all the saints at this present time, something precious for the heart of our God and Father. 

It goes on to say, “But ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession”. That, I think, again brings out the wonder and grace and wonderful fact that God is delighting over His inheritance in the saints. The inheritance, what a marvellous thing that is, that God looks on the saints as being something that He can inherit, something that He can enjoy. I just felt that we might say, with reverence, God is looking down tonight on His inheritance here, and it is giving Him great joy, joy in heaven. Beloved, let us be among those who are giving some joy to the heart of our God and Father, “that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light”. The excellencies are the excellencies of Christ. How our hearts rejoice in that. Not only does God find joy and happiness in those who have been redeemed by that precious blood, but He has joy in His heart over His own beloved Son in His own presence now. Think of the joy in heaven, and our hearts can rejoice in this, beloved. Let us rejoice more, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen
13 December 1994 

 


Scripture references

Malachi 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

1 Peter 2:7-9 (JND) [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed. [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light;

Zephaniah 3:17 (JND) [17] Jehovah thy God is in thy midst, a mighty one that will save: he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love; he will exult over thee with singing.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Exodus 19 (JND) [1] In the third month after the departure of the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they [into] the wilderness of Sinai: [2] they departed from Rephidim, and came [into] the wilderness of Sinai, and encamped in the wilderness; and Israel encamped there before the mountain. [3] And Moses went up to God, and Jehovah called to him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: …

Exodus 19:5 (JND) [5] And now, if ye will hearken to my voice indeed and keep my covenant, then shall ye be my own possession out of all the peoples for all the earth is mine

Exodus 12:7 (JND) [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.



COMMUNION

J. A. Gardiner 

Matthew 4: 4; 2 Timothy 3: 14–17; 4: 13 

I have been thinking since Lord’s day about communion. We sang in the opening hymn— 

‘Lord, we drink the cup of blessing, 

The communion of Thy blood’. (Hymn 30) 

1 Corinthians 10 is the chapter about fellowship, or communion, “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ? Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body”(1 Corinthians 10: 16, 17). That really, of course, is a two-way matter. You can appreciate, as our brother has been saying, the wonderful communion that these saints enjoyed in the brokenness of the day in Malachi, “they ... spoke often one to another”, they communed, and God was pleased with that. No doubt they had spoken to God. I think Malachi has in mind the priesthood, that the priesthood should be purified, “he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi” (Malachi 3: 3); that Levi might come up to what Levi ought to be. It says, “unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness”, Malachi 2: 6. We say we come into fellowship. 

Well, how do we live? How do we spend our lives? The Lord Jesus here in Matthew’s gospel is answering the devil, and He is speaking about how man should live, how we should live. He is living in the light of the covenant in Deuteronomy 8: 3. It is very interesting, He is quoting from that. Deuteronomy opens up the heavenly land to us, describes it and everything about it, its characteristics, its substance, its resources, its attractiveness and all that belongs to it. All that is to be known in the fellowship, in the wilderness, in this situation in Corinth; because in Corinth it is the assembly of God, and God is there, He is dwelling there, He is walking with them. So the word is, “Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated ... and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”, 2 Corinthians 6: 17, 18. God says, I will walk among you and dwell among you. That is the situation in the local meeting, and life proceeds according to God in it. As our brother has been saying, how precious to the heart of God to look down and then to come down. It is a habitation of God in the Spirit, where He dwells and has communion with us. 

Do you ever speak with God and He speaks with you? That is normal Christianity. “Man shall not live by bread alone”. What kind of life do you live? Life is very aimless for man away from God. He has certain objectives, and when he reaches them he finds there is nothing in them. It is vanity and pursuit of the wind. You go over the city just now, and there is tremendous rush and bustle, persons have certain objectives, and when it is past there is nothing left. That is not life according to God. Wonderful thing to study and to understand in some measure what life is according to God. It is not “by bread alone”, but it is “by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”. How fully and beautifully this was exemplified in the Lord Jesus, as God has so found His delight in Him. What an answer God had in Christ, and has in Christ, so delightful that He says, He opened His ear every morning. God spoke to Him and opened His ear. That is available to us, beloved. Does God speak to you? 

Does He open your ear in the morning? The prophet says, “to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. Think of the great impartation of wisdom and instruction that comes from God so that we may hear as the instructed. So that you are able to represent God, and represent Him in grace and mercy, “that I should know how to succour by a word”, comfort by a word, “him that is weary”, Isaiah 50: 4. 

See how there is this holy interchange and fellowship as we are among the brethren; there is a great sphere of salvation. But then it is a sphere of enjoyment. God is delighting in it. Persons are alive by the word of God, it is quick and powerful, it is sharp, it is effective. It is not condemnatory. In Deuteronomy, I think the saints are viewed as living in the gain of the covenant, the second writing. We are conscious that the tables this time have been placed in the ark of wood where they are safe, where the truth is held in its entirety by Christ. The sons of Levi are immediately related to that because they are morally equal to it. That is they are of the same character, from the point of view of the synoptic gospels they are the brethren of Christ, as they are presented in Matthew, Mark or Luke. Morally that is what they are, and they live by the word of God. That is very beautiful. 

I know I am not up to it, and who would say they are? Who could say that every day, every morning, morning by morning, he heard the word of God? But that was Jesus, morning by morning. He says, through the prophet, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. That ear that was bored through with an awl; he was committed to bondmanship in His love for God, and His love for the assembly, and His love for His children, His brethren. That ear was a ready receptacle for the word of God. 

It was the avenue to His heart. This is carried forward into the local assembly in Corinth, and this is what it ought to be. Hence the reason for the devil continually attacking and seeking to nullify the authority of the apostle in the place, as he did at Corinth. 

I read in Timothy because I am thinking about the value of the Scriptures. How essential it is that we read the Scriptures and know the Scriptures and know the spirit of the Scriptures. So Paul says this to a young man, and we would say this to young men, we would say it to all of us, “abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned them”. And then he says, “and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters”. Well you think of your childhood, you learned things in your father’s house, you learned the Scriptures. Then you have reflected on that and you found that what you learned was very substantial, and as you abide in that you are saved. 

Not that you are not saved for eternity, but you prove the effectiveness of current salvation. The power of the word of God keeps the devil out, keeps him out of our lives, and keeps him out of our households, and keeps him out of the local meeting. You abide in those things which you have learned, things that have been handed down from generation to generation, especially in the revival. Matters have come down authoritatively. They have come down in moral power and moral attractiveness and moral beauty, and the devil has attacked them constantly; but they have remained, and consequently salvation has remained as these truths and these characteristics have remained. 

So he says, Abide in them. Do not move out of them. Do not try and import something that does not relate to that, because you will find you are up against the Lord. He had to say that in Corinth, “Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?”, 1 Corinthians 10: 22. We need to think about these things, beloved. I think this is very important. There are wicked men, juggling imposters, advancing in evil; even now they are rewriting the Bible so that they think it will be politically correct. It is all of the devil. We need to recognise that we are in the midst of an evil world, this present evil world, and the influences of it have an effect on us immediately we step outside those things which we have learned. The devil has a certain advantage in that case. We are not to give him any advantage. We are to abide in those things, every single detail of them. We are not to try and modify them or adapt them, but there they are in their entirety. They all relate publicly to the great and vital truth of separation from evil, God’s principle of unity, and then grace, God’s principle of gathering. These things are to be held by us in our affections. 

Then he says, “from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. We relate what we read to Christ Jesus, to the Man in the glory where He is, Christ Jesus. This epistle is full of that appellation, Christ Jesus, the anointed Jesus, that is what it is. The One who was here and set out the truth, God has raised from amongst the dead and anointed Him, made Him both Lord and Christ. Then he says, “Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”. Well I think that is an extension of what Jesus was here, “that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary”. Good works are a great matter, but we need to be instructed in the Scriptures. We need to read the Scriptures. 

You ask yourself. How often do I read the Bible? When I read the Bible, do I understand it or have I exercise and concern that I might understand it? Maybe I just say, Well I cannot understand that, and that is it. There are loads of helps. The Lord has seen to it that there are all sorts of helps that are accredited and approved to be helps. As we have faith in Christ Jesus, and we relate the word to Him, He will come in and help us. Paul says, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 2: 7. There is no need to be ignorant or lack understanding. The Lord Jesus is available to give us understanding as we consider what Paul says, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”. 

Now he goes on to speak about the cloak. This has often been referred to, and whilst it would be a literal cloak, it does relate to the measure of Paul that is to be maintained in the local meetings. That is what it means, and there is a great system of help to maintain it. There are the books. People sometimes speak disparagingly of the books. They may say it is all book knowledge. I do not think much of that. There are the books, all Mr. Darby’s volumes, all Mr. Raven’s, all Mr. Stoney’s, all Mr Taylor’s, and all Mr Coates’ volumes, they are all helps. 

The ministry has been written down, and it is authoritative; it carries heaven’s authority in it, and it has been proved to do that. Persons who have gone up against the books have finally, if they have pursued that path, gone out of fellowship. They went out of communion and became open. Every division has ended on that line, what is open. That is because the Lord’s authority has ceased to be recognised. 

And then he says, “the parchments”. I would relate that to the current line of ministry that proceeds in ministry meetings and fellowship meetings, and booklets that come to us. They are not inspired by any means but the Lord has helped in the furnishing of these meetings, as persons have been exercised in relation to it. Thus help comes in, and all that augments this great line of things that is to fill out what is represented in Paul’s cloak. It is to strengthen us and help us and enlarge us on this line of communion, this kind of life. It is not by bread alone, but by every word that goes out through the mouth of God. Think of the delight that God has, beloved, to speak to us, to commune with us; you speak to Him and He speaks back to you. It is all very wonderful and very blessed, and really is the subsistence of the position in the wilderness, the assembly of God at Corinth, or in each local meeting. At the close of Numbers 7, Moses went in to speak with God, and God was so delighted with the proceedings that He spoke to Moses. 

May the Lord help us to be up to that level of things, and find the joy and happiness of heaven increasingly in our souls, and the spirit of liberty that comes with it. May we desire to manifest willingness of spirit, to sustain these meetings. Why should we sit here for quarter of an hour before somebody decides to speak? Every single brother and sister should be exercised about the meetings and every brother should be concerned to be free. The Lord would set us free. He would help us. I am certainly not chiding, but I can understand the need for that, and so can you. May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen
13 December 1994 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus. [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 3:3 (JND) [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 2:6 (JND) [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.

Deuteronomy 8:3 (JND) [3] And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with the manna, which thou hadst not known, and which thy fathers knew not; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

1 Corinthians 10:22 (JND) [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

1 Corinthians 10:22 (JND) [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

2 Timothy 2:7 (JND) [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

Numbers 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on the day that Moses had completed the setting up of the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and hallowed it, and all the furniture thereof, and the altar and all its utensils, and had anointed them, and hallowed them, [2] that the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, the princes of the tribes, they that were over them that had been numbered, offered; [3] and they brought their offering before Jehovah, six covered waggons, and twelve oxen; a waggon for two princes, and an ox for each; and they presented them before the tabernacle. …



THREE CHANGED MEN

W. Lamont 

Luke 23: 39–43; Acts 2: 36–39; 26: 12–19 

We have read of three men who came into personal contact with the Lord Jesus, and whose lives as a result were completely changed. I wonder if every one here has had a personal transaction with Jesus. What I mean by that is, Have you had to do with Jesus for yourself? 

Many have had the advantage of being brought up in a Christian household and have often heard the name of Jesus spoken about. It is not enough to hear about Him, you must have to do with Him for yourself or there is no blessing for you. No matter how favoured you may have been in being brought up in a Christian household, you must have to do with Jesus for yourself, it is a necessity, or you will be consigned to hell for ever; I make no apology for saying that. You must put your trust in the precious blood of Jesus, it is your only hope, because God has set Him forth a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. The only hope any one of us has is to trust in the precious blood of Jesus. 

These three men we have read of had different backgrounds, different personalities, different circumstances. One was a wicked man; one, you might say, had been a believer already, and one was a very religious man, a self-righteous man. As coming into contact with Jesus their lives were completely changed. I wonder what changed this thief. Matthew tells us that they both heaped insults on Jesus (see Matthew 27: 44), and Matthew leaves it there. What changed this man? They 

were both wicked men, crucified one on either side of Jesus. What a sight! Never was there such a sight in the history of the universe, as the Saviour of the world hanging on the middle cross; put there by men He had come to save, and His companions, common thieves, one on either side. That is what men thought of Jesus, in spite of the fact that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, as Paul says, of whom I am the first (1 Timothy 1: 15). Yet there He hung on that cross. He allowed Himself to be taken and put on the cross, despite the fact that He could have called on twelve legions of angels. One angel, in the Old Testament, slew a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in one day. Yet the Lord Jesus allows Himself to be taken, as it says, “he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth”, Isaiah 53: 7. Oh, what grace! 

There He was, hanging on that middle cross, and these two men one on either side. One became changed! What changed him? He was born anew, but more than that. I think what changed this man was when he heard the Lord Jesus saying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 34). Think of a man hanging there in agony, and asking for forgiveness for His tormentors. I am sure that deeply affected this thief, and he recognised there in the Lord Jesus the kind of man that he had never seen before. He saw there in Jesus, perfection in manhood, and he says, “this man has done nothing amiss”. What a testimony on the cross to the perfection of Jesus. Then he says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. Some of us were speaking about the Despot, the One with absolute rights. The souls under the altar in Revelation cried, “How long, O sovereign Ruler” (Revelation 6: 10); the One with the absolute rights in the universe was there as Man, dying on the cross, and men missed it. No wonder that Paul says, “which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)”, 1 Corinthians 2: 8. So this one says, 

“Remember me, Lord”. Has every one here been on their knees before the Lord Jesus and said, Lord? Have you come to recognise His supreme rights over you? That is what the thief came to. And what an answer! “Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. The Lord Jesus knew He was about to die, and He accepted it; men were the means of doing it, but He died as subject to the will of God. 

Dear friend, He died for you and He died for me, in order that we should be free of God’s judgment. He bore God’s judgment in all its fulness; He bore the wrath of God against sin; in the shedding of His blood He accomplished the work of atonement. He was buried for three days and three nights. Think of the Creator of the universe, but as Man, lying in a tomb. 

Ponder it, my friend, He was the One who brought about all things, as John says, “All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being” (John 1: 3), and yet He lay in a tomb for three days and three nights. This man says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”; he knew that such a Man, as he witnessed there, must have a whole sphere of influence. This is the kind of Man that God’s kingdom is based on; not the kind of man that this world knows; not the kind of dictators this world has known. This blessed Despot led only to blessing, and it will soon shortly be seen for one thousand years that He is capable of ruling, and He will shepherd the nations with a rod of iron. That cannot be understood humanly: the tenderness of a Shepherd and the firmness of iron, when righteousness will reign, and He will be known from the river to the end of the earth. The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings. By God’s work this thief saw it, he had light as to it. So the Lord says, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. So this man came into contact with the Lord Jesus and he was completely changed; he had no life left to live, but he was as fit for heaven as the apostle Paul, as one has said, He was redemption’s earliest 

trophy. What it must have meant to the Lord Jesus to hear from this man’s lips, “Remember me, Lord”. 

Peter was a different kind of man altogether, very favoured; for approximately three-and-a-half years he kept company with the Lord. At the end of that three-and-a-half years he denied Him, at the Lord’s terrible hour of trial, when Peter and others should have been a comfort to Him, they forsook Him and fled. How the Lord felt that! He felt the forsaking by His own, and not only was He forsaken by His own, but He was betrayed. Oh, the awfulness of betraying Jesus! Judas betrayed Him; he betrayed the Son of God. No wonder Scripture calls him the son of perdition, it says he went out and hanged himself; there was no hope for him. 

Then Jesus was forsaken by God; what a time that was, those three hours of darkness. We are thankful for Luke; he records for us that at the end of these hours the Lord Jesus says, 

“Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”, Luke 23: 46. 

When we come to the Acts Peter is a changed man. He stands up in public and tells the whole house of Israel that “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”. That is, God has put Jesus in a position of absolute authority, and He is using that authority in blessing. As Lord He is supreme; as Christ He is dispensing blessing. He is dispensing blessing today my friend. Will you receive it? Receive it and you will have blessing now and eternally; continue to refuse it and your future is without hope. So Peter is a changed man, he said to them “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. Your father and mother cannot repent for you; they may tell you about repentance; the preacher cannot repent for you; he can tell you about the necessity for repentance—“repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 21)—but no one can repent for you, you must repent for yourself. In 

the gospel God enjoins, or commands, all men everywhere to repent, and do not let us be confused by modernism. When Scripture says, “God ... now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent” (Acts 17: 30); Scripture clearly means men and women, boys and girls; it means the human race. These are wonderful things, friend, the blessings of God in the gospel. 

Christ has done everything for you, He has settled the matter of sin and sins, and God in His own Son has condemned sin in the flesh. There is nothing for you to do but repent. That is what Peter says here—“Repent, and be baptised, each one of you”. Of course, the children of the saints normally are baptised, but the word to repent remains, and you will receive the remission of sins. There is nothing like the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit; to know that you can stand in the presence of a holy God, not because of anything you have done, but because of what the glorious Saviour has done; because He has shed His precious blood that we should be for ever cleared of our sins. 

When we come to Saul of Tarsus, as those who read the Scriptures will know, in Acts 9 there is a scriptural record of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. In Acts 22 he speaks of it himself, and in Acts 26 he speaks of it again; he speaks of the day when he came into contact with Jesus, when he came into contact with the Despot, saying, “Who art thou, Lord?” He had authority and letters from the high priest, and there was no greater religious authority in the world than the high priest. He could say, I have authority to do what I wish to persecute people, to put them into prison and to give my vote to put them to death. At the stoning of Stephen, he was standing by and consenting. It says that the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul (see Acts 7: 58). It does not say he took part actually in the murder, but he was responsible for it, he kept the clothes of them who killed him. 

Someone has said that the death pangs of Stephen were the birth pangs of Paul. That is why I read in Acts 26 

because there Paul says something he does not say before, in verse 14, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”, and I think one of the goads was his witness of the death of Stephen. I think God had begun to work in the soul of Saul of Tarsus, but the greatest moment came when he came into personal contact with the Saviour. 

Dear friend, I would urge you to make sure you have personal contact with Jesus by faith, it is absolutely essential for your blessing eternally, for the salvation of your soul, and more than that, for your joy and happiness down here. At the best any pleasures of the world are the pleasures of sin. There is an old hymn that says— 

‘I tried the broken cisterns, Lord 

But, Ah, the waters failed 

Even as I stooped to drink they fled, 

And mocked me as I wailed’. 

None but Christ can satisfy, it is a wonderful fact. God has made men that way, that nothing will satisfy the soul of man but the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are many things in the passage, but I want to finish with this, “that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. The forgiveness of sins is not an end in itself; the forgiveness of sins is a means to an end, a means to God’s end, that you should be for God. The meeting of man’s need is not the end, but the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God has in mind that we are to be secured for Him, and to be given an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Christ. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Gothenburg, Sweden, 4 August 1991 
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Scripture references

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Acts 2:36-39 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who [are] afar off, as many as [the] Lord our God may call.

Acts 26:12-19 (JND) [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest: [16] but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me. [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

Matthew 27:44 (JND) [44] And the robbers also who had been crucified with him cast the same reproaches on him.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Revelation 6:10 (JND) [10] and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O sovereign Ruler, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth?

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 22 (JND) [1] Brethren and fathers, hear my defence which I now make to you. [2] And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more quiet; and he says, [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day; …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Acts 7:58 (JND) [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …
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