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GOD SECURING OUR INTEREST

J. Renton 

John 4: 10–15; 5: 6–9; 8: 10, 11; 9: 3 

We were speaking this afternoon about the great need to become interested in the Lord Jesus personally and His things. I want to show how God approaches men in the glad tidings in order to secure their interest. Some may not see much interest in the glad tidings, but Satan does not have things all his own way for God is working and people are being converted, including young people. Do you think teenagers are a hopeless lot? Some are being converted. We are thankful for that. God is working and He presents His glad tidings in such a way as to secure the interest of people. 

I want to show from these scriptures how the Lord Jesus, as presented in the glad tidings, would secure our interest. God in the glad tidings is not putting obstacles in our way. So far as God is concerned the sin question is no longer a problem. The sin question is solved, and God is not giving men a long list of their sins to depress them. That is what Satan would do. 

Was it not Luther who dreamed that Satan presented him with a long list of his sins? Luther’s answer was, “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. It is Satan who would depress you with the extent of your sins. God would not, because He has the answer to every one of your sins, no matter how grievous, no matter how far you are from Him. Is that not attractive in itself? God presents the glad tidings to men and in it is the answer to their sins. He invites them to enjoy the forgiveness of sins on the basis of repentance and faith. 

The Lord approached this woman as a blessed, real Man here, wearied with the way He had come. He sat at the well of Sychar, and a woman, wearied with her history as a sinner, came to the well. The Saviour, 

wearied with the way He had come, met one wearied with her own sinful history. What a meeting that was! What did the Lord do? Did He say, ‘You have been an awful sinner’? It may be some of us would not have been seen alone in the company of this woman, but Jesus approached her, not with a long list of her sins, but attracting her by the promise of living water. She had come with her waterpot to Jacob’s well. I do not think that Jacob’s well represents worldly amusements and pursuits. She may have had plenty of experience of that kind of thing, but she came to Jacob’s well for what was material, what was natural, what in a sense is right in itself. It was the material water she was after, in order to fill her waterpot, to help her in her own natural life. What she was going on with was another matter. She came to Jacob’s well to gain further strength and then intended to proceed on her own self-willed way. But the Lord in a sense says to her, ‘You know, my dear friend, I have something far better than that’. The result was that she left her waterpot. She got something so much better that she left it, she forgot about it. I think she would come back for it later, but she was so full of appreciation of the Lord Jesus and the living water that she went to the men of the city and testified. I suppose she would eventually return to her house needing ordinary water, but for the moment she forgot about it, because something greater had entered into her life. That is how the Lord attracts her. The Lord secured her interest, not by giving her a catalogue of her sins, but by speaking to her about living water. 

The Lord Jesus is offering in the gospel the gift of the Holy Spirit. Could you think of anything greater? The living water speaks of the gift of the Holy Spirit which God is offering in the glad tidings. He is looking for a basis in your soul by way of repentance and committal to the Lord Jesus as Saviour and Lord and Master, to impart to you the Holy Spirit. Could anything be greater? Think of this woman going her own self-willed way. She is offered something far better. She 

was affected not by her sins being imputed to her, but by being offered something so attractive. Was she not interested? Of course she was interested. Would you not be? Would not some young person be interested that the Lord would present to you living water? The Lord says here, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. Is it any wonder the woman was interested? Is it not a matter for sorrow that persons are not more interested in what God offers in the glad tidings? “Whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. You say, ‘Is that possible?’ It is possible in the gift of the Holy Spirit, the living water. The Lord says, “but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. What an offer He makes! 

The Lord’s first words to the woman were, “Give me to drink”. He suggests to her another way of living. Instead of drawing refreshment herself in her own selfish outlook, she should think of the Saviour, and He proceeds to hold her attention and her interest. How is it possible that guilty hell-deserving sinners should receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and thus have within them a hidden, secret source of joy and power to make them independent of all that this world can offer? How is it possible? The gift of the Spirit is possible because of the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ and because of His present position of exaltation. The Lord Jesus undertook the work needed, the work of redemption, laid the righteous foundation whereby the sinner’s sins may be forgiven. The Lord Jesus undertook all this suffering, the transaction that no one else could undertake. Every other man, woman, and child is a sinner and needs a Saviour. There was only One who did not need a Saviour and that was the Saviour Himself. He undertook the great transaction involved in His sufferings and death on the cross. 

It involved His being abandoned by God. It says in 2 Corinthians 5: 19, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences”. That was the life of Jesus here. It is the attitude of God now—“Not reckoning ... offences”. God presents the glad tidings from the standpoint of reconciliation having been accomplished. The work necessary for reconciliation has been undertaken by the Saviour and accomplished by Him. That work is a completed work. That scripture goes on to say, “Be reconciled to God. Him who knew not sin”—that is the Lord Jesus—“he”—that is God— “has made sin for us”. Think of the awfulness of being made sin; the holy Sufferer, the holy, perfect spotless Victim, Jesus, 

“made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”. 

This work was necessary. The Holy Spirit could not be given to men and women and young people apart from the righteous basis laid by the Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ. The work was undertaken by Him and thoroughly completed. There is nothing left of that work to do, and God presents His glad tidings from that standpoint. God is, speaking reverently, in the enjoyment of reconciliation accomplished. What delight He has in the One who accomplished the work of reconciliation. His precious blood was poured out, the witness of the price paid. Oh what a price that was! Who could estimate the value of the blood of Jesus, and His holy sufferings? God alone knows fully the value of that finished work. His shed blood is the basis, dear friend, for our forgiveness. It is the righteous basis on which God is going to build His universe of bliss. The foundation for the eternal order of things is the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. The world to come, peace and prosperity on this earth—what is the righteous basis for it? The shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. And it is the basis, friend, for your forgiveness. 

The work undertaken by the Saviour included that He was buried, put out of God’s sight. Did you ever think of Jesus buried? Burial is a kind of terminus; but He is not in the grave now. The grave is empty. At the end of Mark’s gospel we read of a young man who was in that empty tomb. 

When the women came to the tomb they found a young man there (see Mark 16: 5). Think of a young man in the tomb. You say, ‘How depressing!’ Not at all. The tomb was empty. It was the evidence of victory. Persons who went into that grave found everything in order, no evidence of a struggle. The Victor, the mighty Victor, arose triumphant over death, and came out of the grave. What a moment that was! No one witnessed it but God. No human eye saw what happened. There is no record of the actual resurrection, it took place in secret, but there is plenty of witness to the fact that He is risen. He was seen of many, even by above five hundred persons at one time, as a risen Man. I used to think it was a very depressing thing for a young man to be in the tomb, but I do not think so now. He was in the light of the tomb being empty, Jesus risen from the dead. Dear friend, you can be in the light of the Saviour risen from the dead and highly exalted, given “a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Philippians 2: 9, 10. It is from His position at the right hand of God that He is the great Administrator, and He gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Him and those who are committed to Him. 

The Lord attracts this, woman. He gains her interest in such a wonderful gift, the Holy Spirit. 

Then the woman says, “Sir, give me this water”. Do you wonder that she was interested? I wonder that there are not more interested in the wonderful blessings that God offers in the glad tidings. “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. What did Jesus say? “Go, call thy husband, and come here”. She was so interested, and so held by the Lord’s approach to her in the glad tidings, that she was prepared to face the whole matter of her guilt and of her past. She said later, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had 

ever done”. That must have been a wonderful relief to this woman to think that all that guilty past was settled once and for all. She would be able to say, ‘It will never rise again during my lifetime here, and never rise in the hereafter’. Is it any wonder that she became effective as an evangelist? The men listened to her, men who no doubt knew her in the city. She was so changed that she had moral power with these men and they came to Jesus and found for themselves that He was the Saviour of the world. 

Now the man in chapter 5 was infirm. He had lain thirty-eight years on a bed at the pool of Bethesda, a hopeless case. What did the Lord say to him? “Wouldest thou become well?”. 

Did that not arouse the man’s interest? Of course it did, immediately. The Lord did not say to him, ‘There must be some reason why you have been here all that time; there must be something very wrong with you’. He said, “Wouldest thou become well?” Oh how attractive! 

Dear friend, no matter what your need is, the Lord would say to you, ‘Would you like Me to help you? Would you like power to move according to the will of God?’ This man said, “Sir, I have not a man”; but there was a Man there, a Saviour ready to help him. “Jesus says to him. Arise, take up thy couch and walk. And immediately the man became well, and took up his couch and walked”. Think of the relief, the benefit, this man received. 

The woman in chapter 4 turned out well. She maintained her interest. She became a worshipper and she came into the testimony in a powerful way. This man was interested enough in getting relief and immediate benefit, but it would seem that he did not maintain his interest in the Lord and His things. That is like many today. They have been sufficiently interested to get their need met and to be assured of forgiveness, and of their souls’ eternal welfare, but the test is, are we maintained in interest here? Are we helping forward the Lord’s interests? This man, alas, did not. He was 

linked with the Jews, he had more of a link with the Jews than he had with the Lord. His interest ceased with his relief. Now, dear friend, the Lord would have us maintain an interest like the woman. The work was deep in her and she was maintained in interest as a worshipper and in the testimony. 

Now this woman in chapter 8 was a guilty sinner, found in the act of sinning. What would we have said? We would have pointed out the seriousness of her conduct. Of course, it was serious. The Lord said to her, “Has no one condemned thee? And she said, No one, sir”. 

Notice how these persons say ‘Sir’. They speak to the Lord respectfully. What did the Lord say? “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more”. This is the attitude of God. Before the Lord said that, He stooped down and wrote on the ground, and then lifted Himself up and said, “Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her”. Again stooping down He wrote on the ground, and lifted Himself up the second time. Certainly one of these stoops must have involved His going into death and answering the whole sin question, especially the second stooping down, so that God can righteously take up the attitude of no condemnation. 

What a word that was for this woman, “Neither do I condemn thee”. She no doubt was expecting to be condemned, and she deserved to be condemned, but because of the righteous basis the Saviour laid, He could say to her, “Neither do I condemn thee”. 

Was not this woman interested? Was not this word the answer to her exercises? The Lord said to her, “Neither do I condemn thee—go, and sin no more”, but we hear no more of this woman. She was sufficiently interested and held in the presence of Jesus to get this word from Him; but the Lord said, as He said to the man in John 5, “Sin no more”. I wonder what happened to her. Would she turn out like that woman in John 4? Maybe she did. It would all depend on whether she 

maintained her interest in the Lord Jesus and in His things, whether she received the Holy Spirit. John the evangelist leaves the matter. It would be a challenge to each one of us. The question is, whether you are maintained in interest in the Saviour and in His things; whether you are committed to Him. This woman is left, I think left for a reason, so that we each can question ourselves: How are we faring, how are we proceeding? Has there just been a spark of interest and it has flagged and ceased, or do we proceed in the way of the will of God and committal to the service of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

In John 9 we have a man of whom the Lord says, “Neither has this man sinned nor his parents”. Now that does not mean that the man had not sinned. It means that the Lord is looking on this person not in relation to the governmental consequences of sin, but He is looking on him in view of the works of God being manifested in him. Would it attract you, that the Lord is looking upon you that you might manifest the works of God? Would you rather manifest your own will? You might say, ‘I would rather manifest the works of men. I would rather go to the university or be a big man down here’. There is something infinitely better; to be here to manifest the works of God. Would that attract you? The Lord says, 

“Neither has this man sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him”. This man is prepared to be a subject of the works of God, manifested in him. He is prepared to be a subject of the Lord’s own service, the Lord’s own operations. If you read the chapter you will see how the Lord approached him, and he was obedient and subject. He was simply a subject of the Lord’s own operations, and was subject to His word. The word was, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam ... He went therefore and washed, and came seeing”. 

This man became representative of the Lord in His absence. You will find in chapter 8 of this gospel that 

the Lord becomes the object of the opposition of men, and in John 9 from verse 6 the Lord is absent and this man is left to represent Him in testimony. The Lord does not appear again until the end of the chapter. All through this section the Lord is absent, and this man is left to manifest the works of God. What a manifestation it was! No one could shake him or make him give way. He stood resolutely against these religious persons. In fact he became an embarrassment to them. In his own simple way, as manifesting the works of God, he became an embarrassment to these persons. In chapter 8 the Lord was an embarrassment to them. In chapter 9 this man who received his sight was an embarrassment to them. They were glad to get rid of him. The Lord was rejected in John 8 and this man is rejected in chapter 9. He is manifesting the works of God; he is like his Master. He is representing his Master during His absence, standing in testimony unmoved against all the opposition. 

You will find that the neighbours come into it, the parents come into it, the Pharisees come into it. All these try in vain to influence him. He is manifesting the works of God. What a privilege in this world, which has rejected our Lord and Saviour, to be manifesting the works of God, not manifesting what men can do! There is plenty of that around, but it is all tinsel, empty, and all going to come down. All that men are building up in their knowledge is going to come down. The Lord said regarding the temple in Jerusalem, “there shall not be left stone upon stone which shall not be thrown down”, Luke 21: 6. Think of Western Europe and all that is going on in it, all the pretension, all the schemes and ideas that men have. It is all going to come down under judgment. But oh, to manifest the works of God, to stand firm representing our Lord in the testimony! Can you think of anything greater, anything more privileged? Would it attract you that you should know something of the works of God, and manifest the works of God? That is what this man becomes. He had not been long on the 

way; he was newly converted, yet he stands firm. When he is questioned he says very simply, 

“A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash—and having gone and washed, I saw”. How simple it is!—a simple transaction with the Saviour Himself, and this man is manifesting the works of God. 

May the Lord help us to be interested, to be attracted. One of the great teachers spoke about attraction and attachment and affection. We might preface that by saying you become interested; then you become attracted, then you become attached, and then you have affection. The woman in John 4 went the whole way, both in committal and devotion to the Saviour, and in the worship of God. The man in John 9 went the whole way, reliable, trustworthy. The man in John 5 we are not sure about. The woman in chapter 8 we are not sure about. I would like to be reliable; would you not? The Lord would take you up in view of being trustworthy here in the testimony and the service of God. May it be so, for His name’s sake! 

Preaching at Grangemouth
18 January 1976 

 


Scripture references

John 4:10-15 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 5:6-9 (JND) [6] Jesus seeing this [man] lying [there], and knowing that he was [in that state] now a great length of time, says to him, Wouldest thou become well? [7] The infirm [man] answered him, Sir, I have not a man, in order, when the water has been troubled, to cast me into the pool; but while I am coming another descends before me. [8] Jesus says to him, Arise, take up thy couch and walk. [9] And immediately the man became well, and took up his couch and walked: and on that day was sabbath.

John 8:10-11 (JND) [10] And Jesus, lifting himself up and seeing no one but the woman, said to her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

John 9:3 (JND) [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

Mark 16:5 (JND) [5] And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right, clothed in a white robe, and they were amazed and alarmed;

Philippians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Luke 21:6 (JND) [6] [As to] these things which ye are beholding, days are coming in which there shall not be left stone upon stone which shall not be thrown down.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …



SENSITIVENESS TO THE MOVEMENTS OF THE TESTIMONY

W. Dickson 

Genesis 8: 6–12; John 13: 21–26; 2 Corinthians 3: 1–3; Revelation 3: 12, 13 

I desire to speak about the importance of being sensitive to the movements of the testimony. 

That the testimony is in movement cannot be questioned. So long as the Holy Spirit is here, present in the church, the testimony will go on to its great climax when the Lord 

will take the church to Himself. The great question currently is whether we are sensitive to and responsive to these movements. 

Now I trust the young people will not think I am pitching the note too high for them, because well known scriptures substantiate how young believers can be sensitively attached to the movements of the testimony. One such person was Rhoda—another was Paul’s sister’s son. 

These are two examples of young persons sensitively and actively linked with the movements of two great vessels in the testimony at that time. So we all may be encouraged in the matter. 

Now all need to take spiritual bearings in relation to the testimony and we should take such bearings frequently. Am I today where I was a year ago? Am I behind the testimony currently, or am I ahead of what God is doing? After all the testimony is the greatest thing in the world. You may ask me, ‘What is the testimony?’ Well, it includes the gospel but moreover, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Man of God’s purpose, and all that He has presently in relation to the assembly. It also includes all that He is yet going to bring to pass in a world that is for the divine pleasure. 

Now this attractive scripture in Genesis 8 relates to a time of momentous movement in the testimony. God had come in in judgment over the whole scene and now something entirely new was about to be introduced. What was of God had been preserved in the ark, and this was moving into a new order of things. What the narrative shows is the lack of sensitiveness on the part of the raven, but the wonderful sensitiveness on the part of the dove, while Noah stands out as the great head—a type of Christ—of the new order. If a bird flies into a house, it gets into a frenzy trying to get out again, but these birds had been in the ark for at least one hundred and ninety days and, when Noah opened the window of the ark, they did not fly away until he sent them. This would remind us of the supremacy of Christ over all 

creation. He has been given authority over all flesh, and this will be seen in the day to come. 

Here, these birds were waiting to be sent out according to the direction of Noah, and the raven “went forth going to and fro”. What was the raven doing those days? The world is full at the present time of what is morally dead, and has the marks of divine judgment on it. The scripture implies that the raven found a sufficiency in what was dead, and it never went back to the ark. If a believer is to be in the testimony, he must deliberately avoid what is unclean. 

“But the dove found no resting-place for the sole of her foot”, so she was sensitive to the point reached in the movement of the testimony, and returned to Noah into the ark. Then it says, “he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark”, as if to suggest that there was an affectionate link between Noah and the dove. A conscious link with the Lord Jesus in love is a requisite to sensitiveness to the movements of the testimony. Then after seven days Noah sent out the dove again, and she returned at eventide with a plucked off olive leaf in her beak. It was not a leaf floating on the top of the water, one damaged by the judgment of the flood, but one taken from a living tree. In other words, God is moving in the present time in view of a scene of life—not one of death as represented in the moral conditions in the world. Then the next time she is sent out, it says, “she returned no more to him”. Does it not make your heart rejoice that there .is a day coming when under the touch of Christ, there will be nothing to grieve the sensitive spirit of the believer, nothing to provoke in him feelings of abhorrence at the moral declension attaching to the world? Our hearts can delight to contemplate a scene filled with Christ and the Spirit. 

The background to John 13 was that of the most momentous movement of the testimony of all time. The blessed Saviour was about to go into death. All our joys, our blessings, all that we touch in relation to the scene of eternal life, depend on our Lord Jesus going into 

death. Yet, at this point, He was troubled in spirit. He was deeply affected that one of His own was about to deliver Him up. Who was sensitive to what the Lord was saying? Was it Peter? After all, he was the first apostle—should not he ask the Lord what He meant? But it was not so. What the passage brings out is that sensitiveness and responsiveness to the movements of the testimony do not lie in gift or in leadership, but in love for Jesus. John was in the bosom of Jesus. It was his characteristic place near to the heart of the Lord. Do we have some little experience of the bosom of Jesus to know a love that never changes, that bears with us? John had habituated himself to that place in the bosom of Jesus and knew His love. Love for Jesus, a place on His bosom will always help you to detect when the Spirit of God is in movement. Then it says that he was “leaning on the breast of Jesus”. What a comfort to know that in such days as we are in, all the support and strength we need are ever available in our High Priest. Whatever the testimony requires we can be assured of support and strength as on the breast of Jesus. 

At Corinth there were those who belittled Paul. There was a reluctance to accept that the testimony was deposited in that vessel. He had written the first epistle to them, because he was concerned about their state and what was hindering them spiritually. Now he was wanting to move on to God’s wonderful thoughts for them, as outlined in 2 Corinthians 4, 5 

and 6. To this end he was concerned as to their hearts. The fleshy tables of the heart is in contrast to the hardheartedness which marks us naturally. We need to ask the help of the Spirit continually to preserve us from hardheartedness, if we are to move forward in the testimony, as Paul unfolds it in the following chapters, into the ministry of the gospel, reconciliation and new creation. Unless the fleshy tables of the heart have been wrought on by the Spirit of the living God, the truth may just be doctrine. We should not come to our gatherings like academics attending a seminar, but 

should come to have our hearts written upon by the Spirit. God helps us to have impressionable hearts by discipline. When a calamity occurs we often say, ‘What is the Lord saying in this?’, but we should realize that He is wanting to affect our hearts. We rightly come to the meetings, perhaps an occasion like this, but what is the state of our hearts? Are they like adamant? Or have God’s ways with us affected us so that our hearts are fleshy? As that is so, we shall have the conscious sense of a fresh touch from the Lord as regards the present course of the testimony. There is an ample supply of spiritual food at the disposal of Christ to maintain every believer in the current testimony, if on our side we are sensitive and responsive to what the Lord is stressing at any particular time. 

The assembly in Philadelphia is credited with having, “kept the word of my patience”. 

Nothing tests the state of our hearts more than patience. The Lord is longing for His church, but He is waiting patiently, and we need to cultivate the spirit of patience—patience in the trials of the testimony, patience with each other, and patience as regards the development of the truth among us. Patience is a softening agent in the heart of the believer. Now the overcomer in this church is to be made “a pillar in the temple of my God”. The pillars of buildings of old, such as the Acropolis in Athens, had inscriptions on them, and on the overcomer will be inscribed, “the name of my God”. That means the overcomer is impressionable to what God would inscribe upon him. Whatever distinction any one might seem to have now, there is no distinction like “the name of my God” written upon us. In other words, the believer is to be in the full gain of the revelation of God, with no darkness about him, no Judaising principles, but is to be an exponent in power and freshness of the name of God. Also written on the overcomer is, “the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem”. 

That implies that there always has been, is and will be to the end of the dispensation, a great need for assembly minded persons. Churchmen make the best 

preachers, because the real point of the gospel is not merely to save souls from judgment, but to bring them into the assembly. As having such writing upon us, how distinctive we should be! There is a great need among us for the development of distinctive spiritual personality. 

May we be encouraged to find our place in the bosom and on the breast of Jesus, so, that by contact with Him, we may each find our distinctive place in the testimony in the locality where we are set, and may nothing deflect us from that place. 

Address at St. Albans
6 July 1991




Scripture references

Genesis 8:6-12 (JND) [6] And it came to pass at the end of forty days that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. [7] And he sent out the raven, which went forth going to and fro, until the waters were dried from the earth. [8] And he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had become low on the ground. [9] But the dove found no resting-place for the sole of her foot, and returned to him into the ark; for the waters were on the whole earth; and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark. [10] And he waited yet other seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. [11] And the dove came to him at eventide; and behold, in her beak was an olive-leaf plucked off; and Noah knew that the waters had become low on the earth. [12] And he waited yet other seven days, and sent forth the dove; but she returned no more to him.

John 13:21-26 (JND) [21] Having said these things, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you shall deliver me up. [22] The disciples therefore looked one on another, doubting of whom he spoke. [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved. [24] Simon Peter makes a sign therefore to him to ask who it might be of whom he spoke. [25] But he, leaning on the breast of Jesus, says to him, Lord, who is it? [26] Jesus answers, He it is to whom I, after I have dipped the morsel, give it. And having dipped the morsel, he gives it to Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote.

2 Corinthians 3:1-3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart.

Revelation 3:12-13 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Genesis 8 (JND) [1] And God remembered Noah, and all the animals, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were closed, and the pour of rain from heaven was stopped. [3] And the waters retired from the earth, continually retiring; and in the course of a hundred and fifty days the waters abated. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …



A TIME OF WAR AND A TIME OF PEACE






J. T. Brown 

Ecclesiastes 3: 8 (second half of verse) 

The short clause read marks a change from the pattern of the preceding verses, which in their application can be related to particular incidents in the lives of men and women: for example 

“a time to weep, and a time to laugh”. But the sense of our clause is more what is ongoing and characteristic of the moment—“A time of war”, yet alongside it, “a time of peace”. Who could doubt that it is a time of war? Isaiah speaks about “the grievousness of war”, Isaiah 21: 15. How terrible the grief and destruction which war can bring. That section in Isaiah 21 is very interesting in the present context of things, referring as it does to the burden against Arabia, although it awaits a coming day for its fulfilment. It speaks about men fleeing from 

“the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war”. That is the plight of many, literally, in the theatre of war. But the good news is that even into such circumstances, divine grace brings a wonderful message; it says, “Bring ye water to 

meet the thirsty! The inhabitants of the land of Tema come forth with their bread for him that fleeth” (Isaiah 21: 14). Oh, what a God! To those fleeing from the awfulness of war, divine grace in all its blessedness is saying, ‘There is water to meet the thirsty, and bread to satisfy the hungry!’ Men and women, battle weary, distraught, under duress, yet to them all, God’s mercy is reaching out. Can we fail to sympathise with men and women at the battlefront? A time of war indeed! 

But more solemn and arresting is the fact that there is a moral war going on in the soul of every man and woman and boy and girl, a moral war in which Satan is striving for dominion over human hearts. The other side of things is the striving of the Spirit of God with men. 

What a conflict! A grievous war indeed, and who is going to win? What is going to have dominance in your life? Will it be the misery, pain and grief which are the consequences of sin, or will it be a “time of peace”? Paul says in Romans in respect of men away from God, 

“Swift their feet to shed blood; ruin and misery are in their ways, and way of peace they have not known”, Romans 3: 15–17. What an accurate summary that is of the world tonight, as men go about their callous ways, indifferent to the pleading grace of a forgiving God, caring not that in the infinitude of His love. He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but have everlasting life. So Jesus came and Luke tells us He came 

“to guide our feet into the way of peace”, Luke 1: 79. He longs to guide these weary, wandering feet of yours into the way of peace. Are you on it, this way of joy, of stability, and security? If it is a time of war, then surely it is also a time of peace. Isaiah says, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace ... that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!”, Isaiah 52: 7. If men have declared war, the glory of the day is that Christ is publishing peace. And He can do it righteously. Why? 

Because He has made peace by the blood of His cross. He went into the battle. What a war was His! He fought the foe, He bore the wrath of a righteous God against sin, and He emerged victorious so that the way of peace might be opened up for sin—wearied hearts into the presence of God Himself. 

Luke’s gospel is full of beautiful incidents in which the Lord Jesus points weary souls into the way of peace. There was that woman in Luke 8 who since twelve years had a flux of blood, and she was fighting a losing battle against the dreadful affliction. Her life and her resources were ebbing away in a remorseless conflict she could never hope to win. What could she do? In faith she stretched out her hand—not this time to pay off those who promised her false hope—but to touch the hem of the garment of the Saviour of sinners, the good Physician who could meet her every need. And she was immediately healed. How blessed these words, “Thy faith has healed thee; go in peace”, Luke 8: 48. These weary, feeble feet of hers now firmly on the way of peace, which leads by and by to heaven itself, the peace of Christ now presiding in her heart. Do you have the experience of the peace of Christ in your heart? Or is that consuming, searing conflict in your conscience still ongoing? 

There is no more serious, no more awesome or vital conflict than that which goes on within human hearts as they seek to wrestle with the effects of sin, to sort out within themselves what is good and bad, and to come to a judgment of the awfulness of their state before a righteous, sin-hating God. Have you resolved it, friend? Maybe you are labouring under the promptings and prickings of a guilty conscience. Maybe the Holy Spirit is striving within your heart in new birth, stirring within you feelings and instincts Godward, while on the other hand these natural desires are pulling you another way until you are so depressed and miserable that you do not know what to do. What is the answer? Submitting to Christ, letting Christ come into your heart, falling down in His presence and saying, ‘I am just a guilty sinner. That precious blood shed at Calvary is my only recourse’. 

How affecting to consider what the Lord Jesus endured to make peace available to guilty sinners who confess their sins. How much He—the Creator—suffered at the hands of His creature. Luke tells us of Herod and his troops setting Him—the King of Glory—at nought, and the chief priests and the scribes accusing Him violently. He could have uttered one word and the whole throng would have been swept into oblivion. The One who had commanded the worlds into existence by a word, could have obliterated them by another. Instead He went through it all in the perfection of an incomparable humanity, endured the mockery and “when reviled, reviled not again”, 1 Peter 2: 23. Then on to Calvary to be crucified, man’s malice unabated even at such a time. The passers-by reviled Him, saying, “He saved others, himself he cannot save”, Matthew 27: 42. The truth is that if He had descended from the cross, His peace could never have extended to you and to me. He must suffer and He must die if a time of peace was to be experienced by you and me. More solemn, more agonising still, what He suffered at the hands of God, when the unsparing judgment of a holy God against sin was rolled in upon the precious Saviour at Calvary. No mortal could comprehend the intensity of the atoning sufferings, what it meant for the Lord Jesus to be forsaken of His God. The poet says— 

I pause—for in Thy vision 

The day is hastening now, 

When for our lost condition 

Thy holy head shall bow; 

When, deep to deep still calling, 

The waters reach Thy soul, 

And—death and wrath appalling— 

Their waves shall o’er Thee roll. 

What a conflict! And He endured it to the utmost. The whole question of sin and sins was wholly resolved by what He accomplished. He exhausted the judgment. He 

bore the penalty which should have fallen on you and me. His life was unimpeachable, sinless, perfect, immaculate. Yet such an One, who abhorred sin, was actually made the thing that He abhorred, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. Why? 

That there should be a time of peace for you and for me. 

What conflicts, what battles were His, but from it all He emerged victorious. He has triumphed gloriously; He has suffered, died. His precious blood has been shed, and now He lives in perfect peace above. I wonder if you can take the language of the psalmist on your lips, “He hath redeemed my soul in peace from the battle against me”, the battle of your conscience, the battle to win your heart, the battle to win your affections. Who is going to preside, who is going to have the first place? Can you say you are pinning your faith in the Victor of Calvary? Can you say He was your blessed Substitute, that He bore your sins in His own body on the tree? How fine to have the joy of a link with Him and to have the indescribable comfort that into your soul He has brought a peace that nothing can gainsay. 

Peace is a wonderful thing and we have it because we have been justified. Romans tells us that, “Having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God”, Romans 5: 1. Those who believe have been justified because Christ is risen from the dead. He died and He went into the grave, but He is risen, “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. He “has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. So we can go into the presence of God as if we had never sinned at all. But more than that, we are brought into the presence of God on the same basis as Christ is there. What perfect peace then fills our hearts as we rest with perfect assurance on the finished work of Christ. ‘Blessed assurance! Jesus is mine!’ Is that peace, which Christ alone can give, filling your heart? It is 

available to you. 

It is one of the many glories of the Lord Jesus that He is the Prince of Peace. How glorious a Person He is! “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder—and His name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end”, Isaiah 9: 6, 7. The Prince of Peace! He is up there in heaven, shortly to come and take up His rights in this poor benighted earth, and of peace there shall be no end. But He is not only the Prince of Peace—He is the King of Peace, “King of Salem, which is King of peace; without father, without mother, without genealogy ... but assimilated to the Son of God”, Hebrews 7: 2, 3. The Prince of Peace and the King of Peace! That is to say, He is able to command peace, it is His prerogative to command it. One day He is going to command it, and that will be a wonderful time. “He shall come down like rain on the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon be no more”, Psalm 72: 6, 7. As the Sun and Centre of the whole millennial scene, His radiancy and dominion will extend to every point; and as the true Solomon He will reign in equity and perfect peace. The wonderful prospect for every lover of His is that they are going to reign with the Prince of Peace. 

Well, it is a time of war and it is a time of peace. The evidences of war are all foreshadowing, no doubt, the heading up of things in this world’s scene. But more vital, more important still is the war of your heart, the war of your conscience. What is going on there and what is going to be the outcome? Is it going to be peace with Christ? The basis is there in His precious blood shed at Calvary. Or is it going to be continuing strife and unhappiness in your conscience and heart? May you choose Christ and enter on the way of peace. Soon all conflict will be over for those who believe, and 

they will reign with Him for a thousand years; then the great eternal day will be ushered in and we will dwell with Christ eternally and God will be all in all. May our hearts be freshly attracted to the One who has made peace by the blood of His cross. If it is a time of war, then surely it is also a time of peace. May we enjoy it. For His name’s sake. Amen. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
20 January 1991 

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 3:8 (JND) [8] A time to love, and a time to hate; A time of war, and a time of peace.

Isaiah 21:15 (JND) [15] For they flee from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war.

Isaiah 21 (JND) [1] The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through, so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land. [2] A grievous vision is declared unto me: the treacherous dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, Elam! besiege, Media! All the sighing thereof have I made to cease. [3] Therefore are my loins filled with pain; anguish hath taken hold upon me, as the anguish of a woman in travail: I am bowed down so as not to hear, I am dismayed so as not to see. …

Isaiah 21:14 (JND) [14] Bring ye water to meet the thirsty! The inhabitants of the land of Tema come forth with their bread for him that fleeth.

Romans 3:15-17 (JND) [15] swift their feet to shed blood; [16] ruin and misery [are] in their ways, [17] and way of peace they have not known:

Luke 1:79 (JND) [79] to shine upon them who were sitting in darkness and in [the] shadow of death, to guide our feet into [the] way of peace.

Isaiah 52:7 (JND) [7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace; that announceth glad tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 8:48 (JND) [48] And he said to her, [Be of good courage,] daughter; thy faith has healed thee; go in peace.

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Matthew 27:42 (JND) [42] He saved others, himself he cannot save. He is King of Israel: let him descend now from the cross, and we will believe on him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 5:1 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ;

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Isaiah 9:6-7 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Hebrews 7:2-3 (JND) [2] to whom Abraham gave also the tenth portion of all; first being interpreted King of righteousness, and then also King of Salem, which is King of peace; [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually.

Psalms 72:6-7 (JND) [6] He shall come down like rain on the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. [7] In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon be no more.



THE PRECIOUS OIL

A. J. Gaskin 

Psalm 133: 1–3 

There is something special about the precious oil of which David speaks in Psalm 133, for it was that which anointed the whole tabernacle system, and in particular the priest in all his suitability as appearing in God’s presence. It is said in Exodus 30 to be a holy anointing oil, compounded of myrrh, a resin which bleeds out of the plant in drops and is bitter in taste, a symbol of suffering; sweet cinnamon and myrtle, fragrant drugs, in half quantity, and cassia in full measure for fragrant perfume. In this psalm, near the end of the Songs of degrees, a climax would have been reached as the singers were about to enter the temple, a scene of restful mutuality and brotherly love which marks the enjoyment of eternal life. The psalmist is looking on to Christ, typified by Aaron in Leviticus 8, brought near and clothed in his garments as high priest. Moses put on him the checkered vest and he girds him with the girdle bearing witness to his inner purity. Next he is clothed with the cloak all of blue as is suited to the heavenly Man of which the hem is adorned with the varied coloured pomegranates speaking of fruitfulness and the golden bells whose chimes rang out at each footstep of 

his movements. Over this was the priestly garment, the ephod of gold, blue, purple and scarlet, and twined byssus. Who but Christ Himself could bear those colours—the divine glory and what speaks of imperial, kingly and heavenly worth, and His perfect ability to fill out everything for His people and the satisfaction and glory of His God. All this in the devotion, of His love is bound on Him by the curious girdle of the ephod. Thus clothed the breastplate is put on, where the saints are all carried on His heart—“Now to appear before the face of God for us”, it says in Hebrews. And there the Urim and the Thummim are placed, the lights and perfections that reveal the mind of God; and upon his head the dignity of the turban with the golden diadem with the title ‘Holiness to Jehovah’. There the high priest stands in all his dignity and glory as filling out all these features and is to be anointed with the precious oil. It comes on his head, flows down his beard marking his maturity, and flows even to the hem of his garments. How fully the blessed Spirit identifies Himself with Christ, “As the dew of Hermon on the mountains of Zion”. And how close to humanity that blessed Man has come! The woman with the issue of blood knew about it, the “hem of his garment”, was within her reach. Jesus knowing that power had gone out from Him, said, “Be of good courage daughter; thy faith has healed thee; go in peace”. There was no stint of the precious oil. Moses poured of it on Aaron’s head to hallow him, and it ran down to the hem of his garments. It was at His baptism that the Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon Jesus, and the Father’s voice said, “Thou art my beloved Son in thee I have found my delight”. From that moment until He “By the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, the Spirit was fully identified with Christ in all His movements down here as Man. We can well understand that He is the One who is worthy that God should anoint Him with the oil of gladness above His companions. 

Aberdeen 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Exodus 30 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make an altar for the burning of incense: of acacia-wood shalt thou make it; [2] a cubit the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof square shall it be; and two cubits its height; of itself shall be its horns. [3] And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make upon it a border of gold round about. …

Leviticus 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil, and the bullock of the sin-offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened [bread]; [3] and gather all the assembly together at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …



EXTRACTS

We have much in Romans 8 about the Spirit, leading on to “a Spirit of adoption”. It says, “Ye have received a spirit of adoption”, and that is not a spirit of fear. It is a spirit; it is the principle of the thing received. We have a spirit of adoption and what do we do with it? Well, we cry, “Abba, Father”. We use it. The Spirit would aid us in using it, and in speaking to the Father. We have “a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. God is pleased with that. What it involves in speaking to the Father came out in the Lord Jesus Himself in Gethsemane, and now it is our part to speak thus, the Holy Spirit aiding us, so that we are great enough for it. The Lord is pleased to give us the liberty and power to speak rightly to His Father; we have “a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. It leads us into worship, and enables us to speak suitably to the Father, having in our minds all that that name implies. The Father is in our minds, intently in our minds as we speak to Him. Why should we not? “See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God”, 1 John 3: 1. The Father has opened up that to us, and I would urge it on young people, to learn to use that word. You have a spirit of adoption. The word adoption is really the word sonship; we have a spirit of sonship, by which, the mind laying hold of it, and the heart expanding to it, we understand the thought of the Father. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 63, pp.301, 302) 

It is almost equally wonderful that Man is gone up on high into the presence of God, and that God came down into the misery, sorrow, sin, and death of man. But both these marvellous things are the truth. What a place man, seen in this light, holds in the counsels of God. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes and Comments’ Vol. 2, p.164) 
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Scripture references

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 John 3:1 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not.
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